NOW REVEALED--

THE TRUE HISTORY OF
THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH

A Thesis
Presented to the
Graduate School Committee

Ambassador College

In Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree of

Master of Arts in Theology

by
Ronald D. Kelly

May 1967



TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS IN THE EARLY CHURCH
LIST OF ROMAN EMPERORS
INTRODUCTION

PART ONE:

THE WORLD PREPARED

Chapter | — THE ROMANS BUILD AN EMPIRE........

The Empire Begins

Preparation in Advance

Prophesied Hundreds of Years Before
Even More Fully Prepared

The Empire Solidified

Roman Law and Government

Chapter I — TRADE, TRAVEL, AND COMMUNICATION.......cviiiiiiiiiieie e 6

Empire-Wide Travel

Safety and Speed of Travel

Communications an Added Tool

The Preparation Complete

A Final Summary of the Positive External Preparations

Chapter 1l — MORAL DEGENERACY IN THE EMPIRE.........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiieiieens 11

The Decline of Roman Morality
Family Life

The End Result

The Roman Games

Religion in the Empire

Chapter IV— JUDEA, THE SPRINGBOARD..............
Four Hundred Years of Development
First the Pharisees
Next the Sadducees
Finally the Essens
The Dispersion
The Proselytes
Time was Then Complete

PART TWO: THE LIFE AND

TEACHINGS OF JESUS CHRIST

Chapter V — CHRIST, THE PROPHESIED MESSIAH

Prophesied Five Hundred Years in Advance
From Secular Writings

First, Herod the Great

The Taxation of Cyrenius

The Prophecies Fulfilled

Chapter VI — CHRIST, THE DESIRE OF NATIONS.....
The Temple Glorified
The World Sought a Savior
But What about Other Nations?
Jesus Christ Really Did Exist




Chapter VIl — THE MESSAGE CHRIST BROUGHT ......cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiei e, 33
Christ Brought the Gospel
Few to Understand
A Coming Government
But What about God’s Laws?
Even the Sabbath?
The Selecting and Training of a Ministry
Christ's Death and Resurrection

PART THREE: THE RISE
AND DECLINE OF CHRISTIANITY

Chapter VIl — THE BEGINNING OF CHURCH HISTORY ......ccviiiiiiiiiiee e, 38
God Sends His Spirit
How to Count Pentecost
Upon Whom Was the Church Built?
The Ministry of Peter
The Other Apostles
The Ministry of Paul
Persecution Sets In
What Did the Apostles Teach?
Did They Do Away with the Laws and the Sabbath?

Chapter IX — THE GREAT CONSPIRACY ...ttt ittt e e et e 45
Simon Magus, the Father of Heresy
Simon Not Converted
Babylonian Mystery System
The Origin of the Babylonian Religion
The People Followed Nimrod
The Mystery System Spreads
Simon Moves to Rome
Simon Magus, Not Simon Peter, at Rome
A Falling Away
The Changing Times
Cerinthus in the East
Mithraism, Another Counterfeit
The Gnostics
The Origin in Clear
The Gnostics Gain Influence
The Establishment of Heresy
The Conclusion of the First Century
A Great Change in the Church
You Can Know

APPENDIX
GLOSSARY OF CHURCH HISTORY TERMS
BIBLIOGRAPHY



CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS IN THE EARLY CHURCH

BIBLICAL EVENTS IN EVENTS IN
DATE EVENTS PALESTINE ROMAN EMPIRE
Herod made
40 B.C. king of Judah
Octavian (Augustus)
27 B.C. becomes Emperor
3B.C. Death of Herod
4B.C. Birth of Christ
Judah made a
6 A.D. Roman province
Christ confounds teachers
9 A.D. at Jerusalem
Death of Augustus—
14 A.D. Tiberius becomes Emperor
Caiaphus made Jewish
25 A.D. High Priest
Pontius Pilate made
26 A.D. governor of Judea
Christ baptized and
27 A.D. begins His ministry
Christ crucified
31 A.D. (April 25)
Church receives
31 A.D. Holy Spirit (June 18)
Simon Magus
31 A.D. baptized
35 A.D. Paul converted
36 A.D. Pilate sent to Rome
Herod Agrippa made king Gaius (Caligula) made
37 A.D. of Judea and Samaria Emperor at Rome
41 A.D. Claudius made Emperor
42 A.D. Matthew written
43 A.D. James is martyred
44 A.D. Agrippa dies
47 A.D. Paul’s First Journey
49 A.D. Council at Jerusalem
50 A.D. Paul’'s Second Journey
Gospel goes to Europe
50 A.D. exactly 19 years after
founding of the Church
Paul writes | and Il
51 A.D. Thessalonians
51 A.D. Felix made Procurator
Herod Agrippa Il Claudius banishes the
52 A.D. Paul writes Galatians made Tetrarch Jews from Rome
53 A.D. Paul’s Third Journey




BIBLICAL EVENTS IN EVENTS IN
DATE EVENTS PALESTINE ROMAN EMPIRE
53-55 A.D. Paul’s stay at Ephesus
54 A.D. Nero becomes Emperor
Paul writes
55 A.D. | Corinthians (spring);
Il Corinthians (fall)
55-56 A.D. Paul writes Romans
Paul imprisoned
56-58 A.D. at Caesarea
Paul appeals to Caesar;
59 A.D. is sent to Rome
Paul writes “Prison Epistles”
59-61 A.D. Philippians, Ephesians,
Colossians, Philemon
James (Christ’s brother) Festus made
60-62 A.D. writes his epistle Procurator (60 A.D.)
James (Christ’s brother)
62 A.D. is killed Albinus made Procurator
Conflagration at Rome—
64 A.D. Paul writes Hebrews Florus made Procurator Persecution of Christians
Paul visits Asia Minor,
64 A.D. perhaps also Spain
and Britain
65 A.D. Paul returns to Rome
Writes | Timothy, Titus,
65 A.D. Il Timothy
Paul's death at Rome—
66 A.D. probably beheaded
68 A.D. Galba becomes Emperor
Otho becomes Emperor;
69 A.D. Vitellius becomes Emperor;
Vespasian becomes Emperor
Destruction of
70 A.D. Jerusalem by Titus
75 A.D. Peter writes | Peter
77 A.D. Peter writes Il Peter
79 A.D. Titus becomes Emperor
80 A.D. Death of Peter
Domitian becomes Emperor;
81 A.D. Christian persecutions
John writes
85-87 A.D. I, I, and 11l John
Jude writes
80's A.D. (?) his epistle
95-96 A.D. John writes Revelation
96 A.D. Nerva becomes Emperor
98 A.D. Trajan becomes Emperor

100-101 A.D.

Death of John




** CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF ROMAN EMPERORS **

From the Beginning of the Empire to
the Division into East and West in 384 A.D.

EMPEROR DATE
August us 27 B.C - 14 A D
Ti beri us 14 — 37 A D
Gai us (Caliguia) 37 - 41
C audi us 41 - 54
Ner o 54 - 68
Gal ba 68 - 69
O ho 69
Vitellius 69
Vespasi an 69 - 79
Ti tus 79 - 81
Dom ti an 81 - 96
Ner va 96 - 98
Traj an 98 - 117
Hadri an 117 - 138
Ant oni nus Pi us 138 - 161
Mar cus Aurelius 161 - 180
Conmodus 180 - 192
Pertinax, etc. 193
Septi m us Severus 193 - 211
Caracalla and Geta 211 - 212
Caracal |l a al one 212 - 217
Macr i nus 217 - 218
El agabal us 218 - 222
Al exander Severus 222 - 235
Maxi mi nus Thr ax 235 - 238
Gordianus I, I, etc. 238
Cordi anus |11 238 - 244
Phi | i ppus Arabs 244 - 249
Deci us 249 - 251
Gl | us and Vol usi anus 251 - 253
Aemi | i anus 253
Val eri an 253 - 260
Gllien 260 - 268
Claudius |1, etc. 268 - 270
Aur el i anus 270 - 275
Tacitus, etc. 275 - 276
Probus, etc., etc. 276 - 284
Di ocl eti an 284 - 305
Maxi m an 286 - 305
Gal erius and Constantius Chlorus 293
Gal erius and Constantius succeed as Augusti ; 305

Maxi m nus Dai a and Severus beconme Caesars
Const anti us dies; Constantine becones Caesar in 306
West; Maxentius supplants Severus in Italy

Li ci ni us nade Caesar, and |ater 307
August us by Gal eri us
Constantin assunes title of Augustus 307
Maxi mi nus Dai a becones August us(?) 309
deat h of Calerius 311
Macenti us defeated by Constantin 312
at Mlvian Bridge and slain
Edi ct of Medi ol anum i ssued by 313 (Jan.)

Constantin and Licinius
Maxi mi nus Dai a, defeated by Licinius,
kills hinself 313
Constantin sole enperor after defeat 323 - 337
and deat h of Licinius



INTRODUCTION

In the world today there are 961, 122, 000 professing Christians.?
“Christianity” is by far the LARGEST single religion on earth. Islam the
second |l argest, is not half as big.

But how many in the Western world, which calls itself “Christian,”
under st and what REAL CHRI STIANITY is? How nany really KNONthe PLAIN TRUTH
about the foundation of the Christian religion?

Amazingly few have ever realized the TRUE BEG NNI NGS OF CHRI STI ANI TY!

What was the world li ke over 1900 year ago? Just how did Christianity get
started? Way does the church in the book of Acts seemso different fromthe
denomi nati ons today?

Was the nessage of Christ and the Apostles the sane one that is taught in
today’s churches? This is the really inportant question

These queries can all be answered by understandi ng the TRUE BEG NNI NG of
the church founded by Jesus Christ and the entire scope of the first century of
the Christian era.

Amazing though it may seem the world which calls itself “Christian” is
di vided into over four hundred DI FFERENT denom nations, organizations, splits,
schi sns, and sects—each claimng to be the original church founded by Jesus
Chri st.

There is a way you can know for certain howto find the true foll owers of
Christ. The answers are all reveal ed and recorded in the Bible and in secul ar
hi story during the FOUNDATI ON YEARS of God’ s Church.

The purpose of this thesis is to nmake plain and to reveal the FACTS of
Jesus Christ’s birth and Iife and to nake plain how to understand early CHURCH
HI STORY.

Concerning the last years of the first century, church historians admt:

The remaining thirty years of the first century are involved in
mysterious darkness, illumnated only by the witings of John. This
is the period of church history about which we know | east and woul d
like to know nost. This period is the favorite field for
ecclesiastical fables and critical conjectures.?

No | onger do we need conjecture. The history of the first century can now
be reveal ed.

You will see how the world was prepared in advance BY THE ALM GHTY GOD
WHO RULES SUPREME | N THE HEAVENS. You will understand the true Gospel preached
by Christ and H s apostles, and you will see the true establishnent of His
Chur ch.

But, you will also see the world was prepared for a great false religious
system A false systemwhich for nore than 1,900 years has been masquer adi ng
under the title of “Christianity.” Understandi ng the background of God's
preparation and the rise of a great FALSE CONSPI RACY will provide the key to
unl ock the understanding of all Church history over the past 1,900 years.

You will be able to understand the teachings of true Christianity and the
gui del i nes by which you can prove where God’s true Church has been throughout
hi story and WHERE | T | S TCDAY.

Here, NOW REVEALED, is THE TRUE HI STORY OF THE EARLY CHRI STI AN CHURCH




PART ONE
THE WORLD PREPARED
Chapter |

THE ROMANS BUILD AN EMPIRE

Roman banners were flying over every city fromthe Atlantic to the
Euphrates. The clatter of horse's hooves, the runble of war machines, the
cadence of marching | egions, had | ong since been a fanmliar sight to the
i nhabitants of Palestine. For years prior to the birth of Christ, Roman arm es
waged bl oody wars bringing every nation in the then civilized world under the
banner of Rone.

By 4 B.C., when Jesus Christ was born, Judea had al ready been brought
under subjections. The entire enpire was prosperous and AT PEACE. Ronan arm es
of occupation now busi ed thenmsel ves with ganmes, tournanents, ganbling and
tal king over valiant battles of the past.

Sone sixty years before, the huge war machi nes of Rone had noved through
Pal estine under the direction of the Roman general, Ponpey.

The year 63 B.C. is of inportance as the begi nning of a new epoch
in the history of nations |lying between the Caucasus and the
Medi terranean, nore particularly Syria and Palestine. It was in 63
B.C. that Ronme's great eneny, Mthradates (of the Parthian enpire)
ended his days, that Jerusalem for the first tine was taken by a
Ronman arny, and that seven centuries of Roman doni nion over Syria and
Judah began; and fromthen until his departure fromthe East to Rone
at the beginning of 61 B.C. Ponpey was busy with the organi zation of
Asia M nor and Syria.!

THE EMPIRE BEGINS

Swiftly and efficiently, Ponpey organi zed gover nnent procedures—ot only
in Palestine, but throughout the eastern part of what was to becone the ROVAN
EMPI RE.

Fol | ow ng Ponpey, Julius Caesar took charge. Wth vast arm es he conquered
what is now all of Spain, France, and Northwestern Europe. He drove the warring
Germanic tribes far beyond the Rhine and Danube rivers and proceeded northward
to the British Isles.

By the tine of Christ and the early New Testanment Church the boundaries of
the Roman enpire extended fromBritain and the Rhine on the north all the way
to the Sahara desert on the south. The Atlantic ocean was the western boundary
and the enpire extended beyond the Euphrates on the east to the Parthian and
I ndi an enpires. 2

Around 50 A.D. there was sone thirty-five provinces® in the enpire naking
a vast conglonerate of racial and backgrounds and custons.

It was within the confines of this sprawing enpire the disciples of Jesus
Christ were to take the nessage He gave them-the gospel of the Kingdom of God.
Protected by Ronan | aws, ai ded by good roads and ideal travel conditions,
benefited by peace throughout the enpire, the disciples carried CHRI ST S WORD
into every major city.

PREPARATION IN ADVANCE

It was not by mere accident the gospel had FREE COURSE in the enpire. The
stage had been set and pl anned by the ALM GHTY GOD who directed and prepared
the world for these events. It was God who, “hath nade of one blood all nations
of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determ ned THE TI MES
BEFORE APPO NTED, and the bounds of their habitation.”?*

It was God who had inspired H's prophets of old to wite of the coning
Messi ah—even prophesying the tinmes and conditions which were to cone.




It was God who directed affairs in the world so circunstances were JUST
RIGHT at the tine Hs Son was to be born.

In Pal estine the Ronman | eaders had set up a local form of governnent.

Herod the Great and Agrippa mght later be styled king; they were
sinply agents of Rone.All this was in line with Rone’s sensible
| ai ssez faire policy for the admnistration of her provinces. Wth
actual |ocal governnents she never sought to interfere. Her aim was
to have strong and steady control, and she realized this would
usually be best acconplished by native princes who knew and
understood the peculiarities of their own peoples. Accordingly,
Ponpey’s arrangement was a distinct blessing to the peoples of the
East ..The petty princes of Syria who had appeared as a consequence of
the crunmbling of the Seleucid enpire and the ambitious sheiks like
Aretas now gave way to a firmadnministration of the peace.®

Thus a world of multitudi nous RACI AL and LI NGU STI C VARI ETI ES was br ought
under ONE central ruling body and | aw.

The reason why Ponpey left so nmany kingdons and principalities
still standing in Asia Mnor and Syria, instead of dividing the whole
regi on between the Aegean and the Euphrates, the Euxine and Arabia
Petraea, into provinces supervised and governed by proconsuls and
proprietors, was that following the traditional policy of the
Republic, he thought to nmake AS FEW CHANGES AS POSSI BLE, consi stent
with Roman interests, and to avoid the expenditures which would have
been necessitated by a large increase in the nunber of provincial
governors and of the Roman arnmies of occupation.® [Enphasis will be
aut hor’ s throughout this work.]

The big question to ask at this point is WHY was Roman governnental policy
establi shed this way? Wiy was Ronme to be any different fromthe dictatoria
governnment s of Babylon or Greece? WAs it nore than nmere chance that
Christianity appeared in the world AT TH S Tl ME?

The study of Roman tinmes CONFI RMS BEYOND A SHADOW OF a doubt that tinme and
chance al one were not responsible for conditions in the world between 4 B.C.
and 100 A.D.

PROPHESIED HUNDREDS OF YEARS BEFORE

Wirld ruling enpires had begun sonme 600 years before Ronme when Babyl on
rose to power under King Nebuchadnezzar.

From t he days of N nus, who lived about three hundred years after
the flood, to those of Augustus Caesar, was a period of two thousand
years; in which interval, various enpires, kingdons, and states, had
gradual |y arisen and succeeded each other. The Assyrian or Babyl oni an
enpire my be said to have taken the lead. It not only had the
precedence in point of time, but it was the cradle of Asiatic
el egance and arts, and exhibited the first exanples of that
refinement and | uxury which have distinguished every subsequent age
in the annuals of the east.’

Bet ween 604 and 585 B.C. the Babyl oni ans invaded Judah, finally taking the
i nhabitants captive to the city of Babylon

Anong the captives of Judah was Daniel, a prophet of GOD, who was to have
a great bearing on the king of Babylon and through whom God would reveal to the
worl d what would cone in the hundreds of years ahead.

In the second chapter of the prophecy witten by Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar
dreaned of a great inage whose “head was of fine gold, his breast and his arns
of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, His legs of iron, his feet part
of iron and part of clay.”?®

Dani el had been called upon to give both the dream AND the interpretation
of the dream He told Nebuchadnezzar, “There is a God in heaven that reveal eth




secrets, and MAKETH KNOMWN to t he ki ng Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the
|l atter days.”®
Dani el had proved the existence of an Almghty, all-powerful God who was
wor ki ng out a purpose on earth. He knew that God in heaven woul d reveal the
answers, and He did!
The interpretation of the dreamwas revealed to Daniel and witten as
H STORY | N ADVANCE. “Thou, O king,” Daniel explained, “art a king of kings: for
the God of heaven HATH G VEN thee a ki ngdom power, and strength, and glory.
And wher esoever the children of nen dwell, the beasts of the field and the
fow s of the heaven hath He given into thine hand, and hath nmade thee ruler
over themall. THOU ART TH S HEAD OF GOLD. "'
The head of the imge, then, represented Nebuchadnezzar and the BABYLON AN
EMPI RE. The interpretation of the dreamwas made plain and cl ear.
Dani el continued, “And after you shall arise ANOTHER KINGDOM inferior to
t hee, a?ld ANOTHER THI RD KI NGDOM of brass which shall bear rule over all the
earth.”
The two ki ngdons which foll owed Babyl on were Persia (from539 to 331 B.C.)
and Greece (from 331 to 60 or 70 years before the Christian era).

But that gigantic power gave place to the enpire of the Medes and
Persians, which itself, in process of tine, yielded to the valor of
the Geeks; while the enpire of Geece, so renowned for splendor in
arts and arnms, had sunk under the dom nion of Inperial Rome, who thus
became mistress of all the civilized world.*?

Dani el then reveal ed, “And the FOURTH KI NGDOM shal | be strong as iron;
forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron
breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.”?

The fourth and final kingdomto arise was the great ROVAN EMPI RE whi ch
began about sixty years before the Christian era, as we have seen.

Again, it was no accident that TIMES and CONDI TI ON were JUST RIGHT for the
birth of Jesus Christ and for the spread of the gospel to the world! God's hand
was guiding entire governments AND NATI ONS.

The apostl e Paul who singly was responsible for the spread of the gospel
t hr oughout the Gentile world wote, “Wen THE FULNESS OF THE TI ME WAS COVE, GCod
sent forth H's Son.2”

The time was right, as had been prophesied, in 27 A D. when Christ began
Hs mnistry and the tine was fulfilled in 31 A D. when He was crucified.

Further, the tinme was right for the Church to begin fifty days after
Christ’s resurrection in 31 A D. The tinme was right for Christianity to spread
THROUGHOUT the enpire, to the Gentiles as well as to the |ost sheep of the
House of Israel.

W thout knowing it, the Romans PAVED THE WAY for the Church and the spread
of Christianity!

EVEN MORE FULLY PREPARED

In addition to local governments and the | aissez-faire policy of rule,
many ot her freedons were enjoyed in the enpire, especially regarding |ocal
custons and RELI 3 OQUS BELI EFS.

The Romans, as has been said, never interfered with those
religions of their allies and dependents which neither sanctioned
practices nor stinmulated policies detrinmental to the well-being of
t he Conmonweal t h. *®

Had this freedom not been allowed, Christianity would have been SQUELCHED
before it began. Had the central |aw systemnnot existed, Christianity would
never have |eft Pal estine!

But Christ had given a comrmission to His Church to wait in Jerusalemuntil
Pent ecost and “ye shall receive power after that the Holy Spirit is come upon




you: and ye shall be witnesses unto nme both in Jerusalem and in Judea, AND in
Samaria, AND UNTO THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH.”T®

By 31 A.D. the enpire could not have been better prepared. The world was
at peace. There were laws to benefit nost of the subjects in the enpire—there
were even religious rights. In addition, mllions of people could be reached
within a few days traveling tine.

Even many church historians have never seen the conpl et eness of
preparation for the introduction of Christianity into the world. But quotations
frominnunerabl e sources reveal just how conplete it was.

The Romans were the practical and political nation of antiquity.
Their calling was to carry out the idea of the state and of civil
law, and to unite the nations of the world into a colossal enpire,
stretching from the Euphrates to the Atlantic, and from the Libyan
desert to the banks of the Rhine. This enpire enbraced the npst
fertile and civilized countries of Asia, Africa, and Europe, and
about one hundred millions of human beings, perhaps one-third of the
whol e race at the time of the introduction of Christianity.?

Few ot her nations on earth had such bearing on world affairs. Wthin the
confines of the Ronman enpire, the disciples of Jesus Christ could take the
gospel to nearly every nation of inportance. Wthin thirty short years they
ACCOWPLI SHED j ust that.

THE EMPIRE SOLIDIFIED

Shortly before Christ was born, Ronme was solidified into an EMPIRE from a
| oosely knit republic. It was in the year 12 B.C. that Augustus caused hinself
to be el ected PONTI FEX MAXI MUS by the votes of the Roman people.!® At |ast Rome
becane an enpire and there was one central authority to which everyone could
| ook.

UNTIL this time the world had been in constant turnmoil. Never had there
existed a period of tinme where so many nations were not engaged in war. Never
had one nation advanced so far with its governnental influence and scope. It
was a burgeoni ng, prosperous nation with a great deal of traffic. Frank C
Bourne of Princeton University sunms up this tinme in Roman history:

The nmmi ntenance of internal peace, the econonical conduct of the
mlitary establishment, the equitable distribution of the tax | oad,
the governnent’s concern for the well-being and enploynent of the
popul ation, and the free and easy novenent of goods throughout the
Mediterranean Basin nade the early principate one of the nost
prospeggous epics contrived under the economc system of the ancient
wor | d.

The enpire had devel oped far beyond the inagi nati ons of even the Ronmans.
Because the captured governnments had subjected thenselves to the centra
authority of Ronme, and because Ronan citizens enjoyed even greater benefits
than noncitizens, first hundreds, then thousands sought to earn or purchase
CITIZENSH P. O course, there were nany who regarded their captors as crude and
undesirabl e, but they had to remain content and subject to the power of the
government or risk inprisonnment or death. This brings us to the next inportant
factor.

ROMAN LAW AND GOVERNMENT

Al t hough Rone chose to rule with the | aissez-faire policy already
mentioned, it neverthel ess becane necessary to have a nunber of | egal
stipulations. A central enpire-wide |aw had to be enforced if the enpire was to
retain a senbl ance of peace.

The vastness of the enpire required an efficient, but economnical system of
MAI NTAI NI NG | aw and order. W have al ready seen how | ocal rulers and
provincials were set in office wherever possible. For the nost part this system




proved nost acceptable, but there were nunerous occasi ons when people
conpl ai ned of nistreatnent or revolted. In order to conbat rebellions and
uprisings agai nst the governnment and to protect the rights of citizens, COURTS
OF APPEAL were set up within the enpire. This was to play no small part in the
spread of Christianity.

Anot her inportant factor was the universal protection of the |aw.
Al t hough Rone respected |ocal systens and usages, she made her |ega
principles predom nate, and if the provincial governors were honest,
secured a large nmeasure of common justice to all.The Enperor becane
the court of last resort, to whom the Ronan citizen, like Paul, in
danger of life mght appeal; and the watchfulness of the inperia
adm nistration ainmed to protect the noncitizen as well.?%

Thus the mnisters, ordained and comm ssioned by Christ and H's Church to
preach the gospel to the world, had reasonable rights which all owed themthe
maxi num of FREEDOM

For over thirty years the gospel had a basically free course, protected by
a legislative systemwhich did not consider Christianity a threat or problem
until it had spread all throughout the enpire.

Still another inportant factor which was favorable to the growh of
Christianity was the length of tine nost provincials and even the enperors
remai ned in office. Augustus was enperor over forty years, Tiberius for twenty-
three, Caudius for thirteen and Nero for fourteen

During the entirety of Christ’s |life Rome changed rulers only once—that in
14 A.D. when Tiberius began to rule.

The Church was established in the final years of Tiberius’ reign and
spread throughout the enmpire during the reigns of only three other Caesars.

In connection with the long reigns of the ruling Caesar at Rone:

Ti berius was especially given to prolonging the tenure of
governors in his provinces. Thus Poppaeus Sabinus was governor of
Moesia for some twenty-four years in all. Valerius Gatus was
procurator of Judaea for el even years; Pontius Pilate for ten.?

It was Pontius Pilate who finally yielded to the pressures fromthe Jews
and ordered Jesus Christ crucified.

Thus on a national and local scale the principal rulers of the Ronan
enpire served in public office for years, busied thenselves with their duties,
and nmi nt ai ned peace throughout the enpire.

The enpire’s generally lenient policy allowed a great deal of personal and
national freedomfor its conquered subjects. As |long as no separate political
uni ons, factions, or parties were formed, organizations were pernmitted to
assenbl e freely.

The policy of the Romans was opposed to the existence of separate
political unions in countries dependent on them On the other hand
they seldominterfered with the religions of their subjects or allies
if these religions neither disturbed the peace nor encouraged
barbarities.since it was part of their political tradition to win the
good-wi || of other nations by respecting their gods.?

The Romans | ooked on Christianity as nerely another sect or branch of
Judai smthere were nunerous groups of Jewish religions, as we shall see in a
| ater section. It was of no concern to the Romans what internal problens the
Jews night have with their own kind, as long as the problens posed no threat to
the welfare of the state.

Thus the attitude of the officials throughout the enpire was purely one of
passing notice. They were much too concerned with their own |lives and pl easures
to worry about a new religion



PART ONE
THE WORLD PREPARED
Chapter Il

TRADE, TRAVEL, AND COMMUNICATIONS

The establishnent of peace and civil |aws throughout the Roman enpire
brought nmany changes in the way of life of the tines.

The citizens of Ronme took an active interest in the culture and affairs of
ot her provinces within the enpire.

The roads which fornmerly had been used strictly for the novenent of troops
now becane a neans of visiting FAR AWAY AREAS.

The first wave of tourism caused an enpire-wide interest in the products
and wares of peoples previously all but unknown to the average citizen. Trade
and busi ness began to flourish. A new vista was opened to the worl d.

EMPIRE-WIDE TRAVEL

Per haps the nost inportant preparation of all for the gospel to be spread
t hroughout the world was the nmeans of TRAVEL AND COVMUNI CATI ON devel oped by and
t hrough the Romans. As the arm es of Rone subdued nation after nation, the
vassal nations were tied to the nother city by a MAGNI FI CENT SYSTEM OF ROADS.
Trade flourished over sea routes. Business and comrerce becane a nmjor part of
Rorman |ife.

Wth the pacification of its shores, the Mediterranean served not
to separate but to join the lands around it. |Inprovenent in
navi gati onal aids increased the safety of sea transport; ... Frei ghtage
by water was inexpensive and custonms barriers between the various
sections of the enpire were sufficiently low that they offered no
real restraint of trade. A stable and uniform currency, and the
construction of good roads, a |aissez-faire policy on the part of the
government, and the revival of great trading cities such as Corinth
and Carthage were added stinulants for a healthy expansion in
conmercial activity.?

The Romans were unequal ed as road buil ders. The noving of huge war
machi nes was no easy nmatter. In fact, nuch of Rone’'s mlitary success was due
to her engineering ingenuity.

But with the world at peace, tradesnen, politicians, tourists—anyone—oul d
nove freely within the enpire.

Later enperors devel oped and perfected the system of roads; and on
the whol e the peace and security which Augustus established continued
with few interruptions for two hundred years. From one end of the
Enpire to the other, nmerchants and traders, tourists, philosophers,
rhetoricians, and m ssionaries noved freely. The Christians knew wel |
the service which the Enpire had rendered their faith, as the words
of Irenaeus show. “The Romans have given the world peace, and we
travelzwithout fear along the roads and across the sea wherever we
will.”

Succeedi ng enperors took care to naintain quality in road construction to
assure good governnental communications with provisionaries throughout the
enpire. Stones were placed at intervals of one thousand paces al ong the roads,
showi ng under whose rul e these fine highways were built. These markers were
call ed m | estones—hence the derivation of our English and Anerican term*“mle”
for the measuring of distances on the highways.

SAFETY AND SPEED OF TRAVEL

In addition to the availability of travel, this period of tinme in history
is also inportant because by the time Peter and Paul began to travel,
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transportation was as SWFT and SAFE as it had ever been in four thousand years
of human history.

What is nore, there were no nmjor changes in the nethods of transportation
until well into the 1800's A.D.—feally no nmmjor breakthroughs until into the
twentieth century—n the lifetime of many still |iving today.

No less inportant than the nmeans of travel was the SAFETY OF TRAVEL.
Because Roman armies were stationed throughout the enpire, piracy, robbery, and
vi ol ence were kept at a nini num

Here are quotations fromtwo well-known sources on church history to show
the inportance of travel and safety to the Church

No snmall factor in the developnent of comerce and in the
unification of the early Enpire was the security and speed with which
one mght travel. The great Roman roads, which still excite our
adm ration, were, in the first instance, built for nmilitary purposes,
but they becane great highways for all. Starting from the golden
mlestone in the Forum at Ronme, one could travel to the borders of
the Enpire with a rapidity and safety which has since been unknown
even in Western Europe until within a hundred years.?

And fromyet another source:

The rights of persons and property were well protected. The
conquered nations, though often and justly conplaining of the
rapacity of provincial governors, yet, on the whole, enjoyed greater
security against donestic feuds and foreign invasion, a |arger share
of social confort, and rose to a higher degree of secular
civilization. The ends of the enpire were brought into nilitary,
commercial, and literary conmunication by CAREFULLY CONSTRUCTED
ROADS, the traces of which still exist in Syria, on the Al ps, on the
banks of the Rhine. The facility and security of travel were greater
in the reign of the Caesars than in any subsequent period before the
ni neteenth century.*

Most people in today' s nodern jet age have di scounted Roman tines as
ancient and primtive not realizing any area of inportance in the world at that
time was only a few days, at nost a few weeks, away by ship or caravan.

As all authorities on ancient Rone point out, these tines approached what
we now call “nodern” in the speed and neans of travel

The apostles, by sea or land, could travel rapidly fromcity to city
within the enpire—at tines all the way back to Jerusalemto observe a festival
or to attend a conference—then back to the area from which they departed.

It was not at all unusual for citizens of Ronme to visit far away pl aces
such as India to the east or Britain to the north. Peaceful times brought
certain restlessness to the people and the humdrumof daily life led themto
travel .

Not all traveled as rapidly as it was possible, but good tinme could be
made wi thout too nuch effort.

The rate of travel was fromthirty to fifty nmles a day, although
on occasion nuch higher speeds could be maintained. Julius Caesar
covered one hundred miles a day in a hired carriage, and once the
Enperor Tiberius traveled two hundred miles in twenty-four hours...

The routes by sea had been determined by the Phoenicians and
Greeks centuries before the Ronans began a transmarine comrerce. From
Ostia at the mouth of the Tiber and from Puteoli on the bay of
Napl es, ships reached Alexandria, occasionally in seven or eight
days; ... The average run of a sailing-ship was reckoned at four to six
knots an hour. Wth a fair wind and good weather one could sail from
Ostia to Africa in tw days, to Tarraco in Spain in four, and to
Gades beyond the Pillars of Hercules [Gbraltar] in seven. The
adventurous nerchant or traveller could enmbark for India from Myos
Hornos or from Berenice on the Arabian Qulf, sailing with the western
winds in mdsumrer and returning with the favoring blasts of nid-
winter. In the reign of Augustus, one hundred and twenty ships from
Myos Hornos were di spatched annually on these | ong voyages.®
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Even though travel had its dangers (the apostle Paul was shi pw ecked
three times on his journeyings),® on the whole travel was both swift and safe
in order to allow the gospel to be taken throughout the world within the
lifetines of the first apostles.

Agai n, WHY? Wy did travel nethods and safety reach a PEAK right at the
ti me needed by the Church?

The answer very obviously is GOD | NTENDED I T THAT WAY. He |ed and
directed affairs to prepare even the nethods of transportation.

Today it is no different. For the gospel to go to the ENTI RE WORLD-Aot
just an enpire—even nore rapid neans of travel are required.

And, in this age in history—the 1960's A D., if there is not a God in
heaven to intervene, mankind will soon destroy all life fromthis planet.

But there is a God who will intervene. However, prior to H s intervention
He has given a GREAT COM SSION to His Church, “And this gospel of the kingdom
shal |l be preached in ALL THE WORLD for a witness unto all nations; and then
shal |l the end come.”’

Just as surely as CGod prepared the Roman enpire for the beginning of H's
Church, so He has prepared this nodern twentieth century jet age for the fina
years before Jesus Christ returns to this earth to establish the Kingdom of God
on earth.

The sanme nessage which Christ brought His disciples was taken throughout
the entire Roman enpire. But it has not been until nodern tines when the
gospel —the very sane gospel preached by Christ and the discipl es-has been goi ng
to the ENTIRE WORLD as a final witness to warn the world that God is about to
intervene in man’s affairs.

COMMUNICATIONS AN ADDED TOOL

Safe and efficient nmethods of travel in the Ronan enpire led to the
establi shment of an efficient means of COVMUNI CATION with Rome and the
establi shment of a practical MAIL SYSTEM

The construction and repair of roads, harbors, and other aids to
comercial enterprise were a special concern of Augustus. Italy now
consi sted of nore than 450 separate conmunities, and the prince was
anxious to inprove the comunications between them.he initiated a
good many road-building projects hinself, though he repeatedly
catered to senatorial sensitivities by associating the Senate with
hi msel f in t he i nscriptions t hat appear ed on Italian
m | estones..Canals and harbor projects were conpleted.All of these
projects not only expedited comrercial and mlitary novenents
t hroughout the enpire, but also nmade possible the efficient dispatch
of the enpire’'s civil servants and thus were the necessary
prelimnaries to the establishment of an inperial postal service.?®

Nearly every book in the New Testanent is a letter or report sent by an
apostle to a church congregation, to a personal friend, or to another minister.
These witings have been preserved for us as an inspired part of God' s Wrd,

t he Bi bl e.

Wthout the travel and the establishment of the nmails, God would have had
to use an entirely different nmeans to preserve the witings of the apostles
about Jesus Christ and the history of His true Church. But nessengers carrying
letters of the apostles noved fromchurch to church until the nost inportant
|l etters becane standard material and finally were incorporated into the
inspired witings.

Messengers carrying the mails did not usually try to nake the tinme sone
mlitary men did:

Private correspondence was di spatched chiefly by hired nmessengers,
who mght cover twenty-five mles a day on foot. For official
busi ness Augustus established an inperial post nodeled on that
earlier maintained by the Persians.®
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Letter and busi ness correspondence becane a comon part of life for the
Roman wor | d—onsequently one of the nost inportant PREPARATI ONS God had made
for the Church.

THE PREPARATION COMPLETE

In every possible manner the way had been prepared for Christianity. The
Babyl oni ans, Persians, and G eeks each nmade contributions to the world,
contributions which aided the Church. But the fullness of tines had not arrived
until the world was solidified into an enpire under the Romans.

It was not until a few short years prior to Christ’s birth that
conditions were JUST RIGHT. Wien the tine was at hand God did send forth H's
Son.

Vol umes upon vol unmes have been witten about Roman tinmes. Few historians
have ever grasped the reasons VWHY existing conditions were extant—they only
recorded VWHAT happened.

Under st andi ng God had a hand in the course of nations changes the entire
t hought and concept of the study of history.

The beginning of Christianity is certainly one of the nobst inspiring
times of all to observe and understand God’'s intervention in world affairs.

This tine is perhaps best sunmarized in Fisher’s Church History:

The system of Roman |aw, adnmi nistered wherever there were Roman
citizens, was an educating influence of a |like tendency.

The mutual influence of the Geeks and Latins, and the united
effect of the Geek and Latin |anguages and culture, not only
enlarged and enriched the mnds of nen, but also served to form a
groundwork of intellectual and noral synpathy. Anong all the peoples
that have appeared on the stage of history the Greeks are the nost
enminent for literary and artistic genius. Their wonderful creations
in literature, science, philosophy, and art were fast beconing the
comon property of the nations. It was the reasonabl e boast of Plato,
that while other races, as the Phoenicians, had been devoted to
money- making, the Geeks in intellectual power and achievenent,
excelled them all.Geek at Ilength grew to be the |anguage of
comerce, and the vehicle of polite intercourse, a common nedi um of
comuni cation through all the eastern portion of the enpire. The
Latin tongue, the I|anguage of Roman officials and of the Roman
| egi ons, was carried wherever Ronan conquests and col oni es went.

Under the reign of Augustus an increased stinmulus was given to
travel and intercourse between different parts of the Roman world.
There were journeys of civil and mlitary officers, and the marching
of legions fromone place to another. Piracy had been suppressed, and
now t hat peace was established there was a vast increase of trade and
comerce, in which the Jews everywhere took an active part. There was
much traveling for health and for pleasure. Roman youth studi ed Egypt
and of the East. Provincials were eager to see Rome. From curiosity,
to get enploynment or |argesses, to buy and to sell, to find or to
furni sh anuserment, they flocked to the capital.?

A FINAL SUMMARY OF THE
POSITIVE EXTERNAL PREPARATIONS

Adol f Harnack, in his Mssion and Expansion of Christianity, states
several mmjor conditions which greatly facilitated the expansi on of
Christianity in the world.

These are generally recognized by all church historians as the heart
and core of God' s preparation. Seven of these are: (1) The G eek influence
whi ch had gone on since the tine of Al exander the Great—er the conparative
unity of language. (2) The world-enpire of Rone and the political unity.
(3) The security of international traffic. (4) The essential unity of
manki nd through Roman | aw. (5) Ancient societies now built up into a




denocracy-Ili ke governnent and the equalization of the citizens. (6) The
religious policies of the Romans, allowing freedomto practice |ocal
custonms. (7) The spread of religions of other types throughout the enpire.

Once again we see fromevery possible angle that GOD S PREPARATI ON of
the world for Christianity was conplete and through. Fromroads on which to
travel, to laws to make the travel possible, the stage was set.

The disciples of Christ could and did take advantage of every
preparation. They had been conmi ssioned to PERFORM A JOB. Wth inspired
effort they acconplished the task of taking Christ’s way of life to the
entire Roman enpire with forty years.
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PART ONE
THE WORLD PREPARED
Chapter 11l

MORAL DEGENERACY IN THE EMPIRE

Not all the world had been prepared in a positive manner. There was al so
the NEGATIVE SIDE. Christ had told His disciples there would be trouble in the
wor | d* and PERSECUTIONS.2 In this way, as well as the other, conditions had been
set in notion which would result in the martyrdom of hundreds and woul d force
converted Christians to be strong in the new way of life brought to them

THE DECLINE OF ROMAN MORALITY

Ri ding the crest of the wave, the peoples of Rone soon grew bored with
nothing to do. The world was conquered. It was tinme to ENJOY LI FE

The upper cl asses soon began to satiate thenselves with the fine things of
I i fe—banquetings, travels, slaves to serve themin their vill as.

Ironically, as Rone reached the top, simultaneously she began to devel op
the very characteristics which would later lead to her FALL.

From t he conquered nati ons Romans began to sel ect slaves by the nmillions.
“I't is reckoned that in the enpire there cannot have been fewer than 60, 000, 000
sl aves. ”® These sl aves were so nunerous, recorded Tacitus, that they had to be
nunber ed and di vi ded according to their nationalities.*

Wth slavery cane an al nost total disregard for human Iife—an influence
which was to contribute greatly to the COLLAPSE and FALL of the great enpire.

Rome did not finally fall until 476 A D., but this noral degeneracy set in
early.

Even in the days of Ponpey Romans had adopted the disgusting
practice of preparing for a dinner by taking an enetic. Vitellius set
on the table at one banquet 2,000 fishes and 7,000 birds, and in |ess
than ei ghé mont hs spent in feasts a sumthat would anpbunt to several
mllions.

It soon becanme the accepted “thing to do” to see who could put on the
nost | avish spectacl e-who could eat the nost-—who could drink the nost.

The Roman witers, Tactius, Seneca, Juvenal, Livy, and others all record
a W tness agai nst the baseness of the higher classes and the decadence of the
times.

Fortunes were squandered on a single banquet. Wne was served only in
gobl ets of gold bedecked with jewels, each worth hundreds of dollars. They
feasted on the “delicacies” of the day—brains of peacocks and tongues of
ni ghtingal es. ®

Thus two extremes of life existed in the enpire—the abject slaves,
regarded as little nore than brute beasts, and the cream of Roman society. Wat
m ddl e cl ass there m ght have been had little, if any, influence on affairs of
state and conditions of the world.

As Christianity spread throughout the enpire, it affected both extrenes
of life. OF course, the lower classes accepted the newreligion far nore
readily. It gave themthe ANSVWERS to the WHYS and WHEREFORES of |ife and hope
in nmore than a nmere tenporal existence on earth.

But there were sone few nmenbers of the higher classes who were called of
God who becane Christians, even sonme who later entered the mnistry. The
apostl e Paul records that some fromthe household of Caesar were nenbers of the
true Church of God,’ while Luke records in the book of Acts that King Herod's
own foster brother was in the mnistry.® However, the Roman historian,

Seut oni us, records:
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The Christians had filled no large space in the eye of the world.
Until the days of Domitian we do not hear of a single noble or
di stingui shed person who had joined their ranks.®

The sl aves who did not believe had no power or authority to fight
Christianity. The nobl es paid no attention, since no one of inportance, to
speak of, joined the new sect. Once again, we see just how well prepared the
enpire was.

FAMILY LIFE

Acconpanying the wild craze to satiate lusts and desires was a trenmendous
DECLINE IN FAM LY LI FE.

At one tine in the ancient Roman world, THE FAMLY was a very sacred
institution. The basis for every society is the hone—and the col |l apse of hone
life inevitably leads to the coll apse of the entire society. Such was the case
in Rome.

For scores of years divorce was unknown anong the Romans. However, the
decay set in even before Rone becane a great enpire. Some two hundred years
before Christ the pattern began.

Di oni ci us even records and nanmes the first known public divorce because
it was such a new and different thing. The man’s nanme was Stp. Carvillus Ruga—
the divorce occurred in the year 234 B.C. *°

By the Christian era MARRI AGE had cone to be regarded with disfavor and
distain and the Ronman witer, Seneca, states:

Wren married in order to be divorced, and were divorced in order
to marry; and noble Ronman nmatrons counted the years not by the
Consul s, but by their discarded or discarding husbands. !

Certainly this attitude was al so one of the PAVI NG STONES f or
Christianity. Thousands wanted to get off the “marriage-go-round” and
Christianity with the teachings of a strong and STABLE FAM LY LI FE had great
appeal to those who sought the answers.

Under st andi ng thi s background nakes clear the many verses in the New
Testanent on famly life. Such chapters as Romans 1, | Corinthians 11,
Ephesians 5, | Tinothy 5, Titus 2, | Peter 3, and many others show the conpl ete
nmoral degeneracy of the times and THE SCLUTI ON of family problens through Jesus
Chri st.

THE END RESULT

Unl ess i mredi ately curtail ed, degeneracy breeds only nore degeneracy. It
didn't take long for Roman society to plunge to the VERY BOTTOM of debauchery
and filth. The apostle Paul describes the base depravity and turpitude of Rone:

Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God,
nei ther were they thankful; but became vain in their inmaginations,
and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing thenselves to be
wi se, they becanme fools, and changed the glory of the uncorruptible
God into an inage nade like to corruptible man, and to birds, and
four-footed beasts, and creeping things. Werefore God al so gave them
up to uncl eanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor
their own bodies between thenselves; Wwo changed the truth of God
into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature nore than the
Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause God gave them
up unto vile affections: for even their wonen did change the natural
use into that which is against nature: And |ikew se also the nen,
| eavi ng the natural use of the woman, burned in their |ust one toward
another; nmen with nmen working that which is unseenmly, and receiving
in thensel ves that reconpense of their error which was neet. And even
as they did not like to retain God in their know edge, God gave them
over to a reprobate nmind, to do those things which are not
convenient; Being filled wth all unrighteousness, fornication,
wi ckedness, covetousness, naliciousness; full of envy, nurder,
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debate, deceit, nalignity; whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God,
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to
parents, W thout understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural
affection, inplacable, unmerciful:?!?

What an indi ctment against a nation!

Rone was an enpire gone I NSANE on the pl easures of carnal lust, vanity,
and greed. Yet, to this people the ninisters of Jesus Christ carried Hi s
nessage.

And, although we have seen the way was fully prepared, the degeneracy of
Rome was to later take its toll on the followers of Christ.

THE ROMAN GAMES

Unable to fulfill their inordinate desires in a nornal nmanner, Ronme began
to use THE GAMES as a neans of ESCAPE.

The ganes started out innocently enough—acrobatic acts, wld ani nmal
perfornmances, westling and tournanments of athletic skill

In time, however, they degenerated into a bl oodbath of HUMAN CARNAGE
nearly unparalleled in human history.

At first, when the sponsors of the ganes began to introduce the nore gory
events, the people winced; but, after the first sights of blood, it becane the
expect ed—the demanded MAI N EVENT.

Huge stadi uns and arenas were constructed. The Col osseum at Rone stil
stands today, a half shell to renmind visitors of the age that was Ronme at her
greatest. Erected late in the first century A D. the Col osseum coul d seat over
50, 000, perhaps even 75,000 properly arranged. It was the site for spectacles
t he average person today could not bear to watch

Not far fromthe Col osseum stood the fanmed Cl RCUS MAXI MJUS, the remai ns of
which are also still standing. The circus could seat up to 375,000 cheeri ng,
crazed spectators as they watched charioteers and gl adiators DIE by the scores
and hundr eds.

The chariot race in the Hollywod spectacul ar novie, Ben Hur, can only
begin to show what it nust have been like.

At the Col osseum or at any nunber of other arenas throughout the enpire,
men were armed and forced to fight each other to the death. O her nen
prisoners or slaves, were nmade to fight |ions, |eopards, elephants, and nyriads
of other half-starved and crazed ani nal s.

Ganes were sponsored by politicians to gain votes. Enperors arranged
extravaganzas to inpress visiting dignitaries. The nore tinme went on, the nore
degenerate were the ganes.

It was not long until they stretched out into affairs lasting severa
days where thousands of nen and ani nals were displayed. The whol e soci ety began
to fall apart.

And whil e the shanel essness of the theatre corrupted the purity of
all classes fromthe earliest age, the hearts of the nultitude were
made hard as the nether millstone with brutal insensibility, by the
fury of the circus, the atrocities of the anphitheatre, and the cruel
orgies of the games. Augustus, in the docunment annexed to his wll,
mentioned that he had exhibited 8,000 gladiators and 3,510 wld
beasts. 3

And that was only the beginning. By the tinme of Nero, the ganes were the
MAI N FEATURE of life. Entire fortunes were nmade or lost in a single day at the
ganmes as a result of ganbling. The popul ace was obsessed.

This part of life was also to have great bearing on the Church
Christians were sonetines arrested due to | ocal persecutions, and |l ater they
were blanmed for the great fire of Rone. The ganes served as a place where
scores, perhaps hundreds, suffered nartyrdom

Wien witing to the church at Corinth, the apostle Paul tells of a tine
when he had apparently been thrown into a fight at the ganmes, “For we would
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not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that
we were pressed out of neasure, above strength, insomuch that WE DESPAI RED OF

LI FE: But we had the sentence of death in ourselves.”1n all |ikelihood Pau
t hought he and the ot hers acconpanyi ng hi mwere as good as dead.
He had witten earlier, “If after the manner of nmen | have fought with

beasts at Ephesus.. ' And then wote to Tinothy, “Notw thstanding the Lord stood
with me, and strengthened nme: that by ne the preaching mght be fully known,
and that all the Gentiles mght hear; and | WAS DELI VERED OQUT OF THE MOUTH OF
THE LION. "1

At | east once, perhaps nore than once, Paul al nost despaired of life,
even having to FI GHT BEASTS and lions in the arena.

It was not often that the sadistic crowds allowed a man to | eave the
games with his life. Even those who fought valiantly were held for another day—
the best only lasted a few years.

But by sonme miracle of God, which Paul does not el aborate on, he was
allowed to go free after a narrow escape from deat h.

The ganes grew WORSE and WORSE

Yet in the days of C audius the nunber of those thus butchered was
so great that the statue of Augustus had to be noved that it might
not constantly be covered with a veil (Dion Cass. Ix. 13, who in the
sane chapter nentions a lion that had been trained to devour nen). In
O audi us’ sham sea-fight we are told that the incredible nunber of
19, 000 nen fought each other (Tac. Ann. xii. 56). Titus, the “darling

of the human race,” in one day brought into the theatre 5,000 wild
beasts (Suet. Tit. 7), and butchered thousands of Jews in the ganes
at Berytus. In Trajan’s ganes (Dion Cass. |xviii. 15) 11,000 animals

and 10,000 nmen had to fight.?'

The noral depravity of this age is nearly BEYOND COVPREHENSI ON. Thi s was
a tinme when the human mnd sank to the very depths of degradation

Yet, in the plan and purpose of God, the persecution which canme upon
Christianity did not arise until, as has been stated before, Christ’s nessage
had nearly saturated the enpire.

And when persecution did set in, although many Christians suffered at the
hands of the Romans, the Church continued to grow, and the influence of
Christianity continued to spread.

RELIGION IN THE EMPIRE

As far as the Gentile world was concerned, the final preparation was the
presence of innunerable religions which existed in the Roman enpire.

Pagan gods by the score were worshipped in as many different forns as
there were gods. Any really thinking person could realize they could not all be
right.

The apostle Paul capitalized on this aspect of Roman life especially.
When first entering the city of Athens in Greece, nearly overwhelned by its
tenpl es, statutes, fountains, and nonunents, he was noved to preach on Mar’s
Hll, “Ye men of Athens, | perceive that in all things ye are too
superstitious. For as | passed by, and beheld your devotions, | found an altar
with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom t herefore ye ignorantly
wor shi p, H M DECLARE | UNTO YOU.”' Paul went on to preach the truth about the
ONE, TRUE LIVING GOD i n heaven they had never heard about.

As this seventeenth chapter of Acts shows, the enpire was ready for
Christianity. Hundreds of pagan religions and phil osophi es had not given the
answer to the problens of mankind. But Christ brought the answer—and the
apostles carried it to the world.

The peopl e had been prepared in religion

In the last century and a half of the Republic, a tinme of
political struggle and disaster, of growing skepticism toward the
traditional fornms of religion, of rapidly increasing wealth and
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conplexity of Ilife, nmany Romans found refuge in the quietistic
teachings of the Epicureans. Sone turned to skepticism or to
nmysticism though other philosophies had also their adherents. The

significant point is that all intellectual Romans had adopted somne
form of Geek philosophic thought as well as Geek habits of
expression. *°

Paul encountered these phil osophers at Athens as well, “Therefore

di sputed he in the synagogue with the Jews and with the devout persons, and in
the market daily with themthat met with him Then certain philosophers of the
Epi cureans, and of the Stoics, encountered him And sone said, What will this
babbl er say? O her some, He seeneth to be a setter forth of strange gods:
because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.”?°

Further, concerning the people and the tines, “For all the Athenians and
strangers which were there spent their tinme in nothing else, but either to
tell, or to hear sone new thing.”?*

The infinite nunber of religions and phil osophi es nade the appearance of
Christianity somewhat a point of curiosity and sonmething to be di scussed
further rather than sonething to be cast aside, which would have been the case
if only one religion would have prevailed in the enpire.

While the religions often capitalized on the base things in life and ran
t he ganmut of degeneracies, nevertheless, they were also a part of the universa
preparation that assisted Christianity in its expansion around the world.
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PART ONE
THE WORLD PREPARED
Chapter IV

JUDEA, THE SPRINGBOARD

The Roman world was fully prepared for Christ and for Christianity. But
Christ canme to the eastern extrenity of the world—Judea in Pal estine. And
Christ never got nore than a few score mles away from Judea—enly into Hi s hone
area, @Glilee, through Samaria, and to the sea coasts.

Thus, for the preparation to be conplete, the land of Palestine and its
peopl e, the Jews, also had to be prepared.

Just as the Gentile world was set and ready, so were the Jews.

FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF DEVELOPMENT

Earlier we read fromthe book of Daniel how the entire Jew sh nation was
taken into a national captivity between 604 and 585 B.C. After approximtely
seventy years in captivity, they were finally allowed to return to their native
Judea and reestablish their nation

The Biblical history of this return is primarily found in the books of
Ezra and Nehem ah.

The peopl e knew they had gone into captivity because OF THEIR SINS j ust
as their prophets had warned t hem

The return fromcaptivity was acconpani ed by a firmand zeal ous desire to
remain nore faithful to the God of Abraham |[|saac, and Jacob

Their zeal, however, was somewhat M SGUI DED.

Rat her than really beginning to keep the | aws of Mses and of their
forefathers concretely, the Jews began to add rules, and traditi ons—any of
t hem nore bindi ng than Mbses ever wote.

Thr oughout the next four hundred or nore years these traditions becane
nore and nore a part of JEW SH LAW

And because of these |laws nade by man for man the Jews began to divide up
into religious and political groups and parties just as the Gentil es around
t hem had done.

These traditions and the resultant factions of the Jews were also to have
a great bearing on the Church

At the time of Christ there were three primary religi ous organizations
wi th Judai sm Each had vastly different beliefs and custons, yet each
mai ntained it was nmore holy and nore “chosen” than the others. Two of these
groups had nunerous dealings with Christ and the | ater established Church—+the
third lived nonastically, away from society.

Wil e nearly every church historian has witten on these sects of Judea,
and information concerning themis readily available, we nust still |ook back
to the Jewi sh historian of the tinmes, Josephus, to really understand each nore
fully.

The Jews had for a great while had three sects of philosophy
peculiar to thenselves; the sect of the Essens, and the sect of the
Sadducees, and the third sort of opinions was that of those called
Phari see..!

FIRST THE PHARISEES

By far the nbst predom nant group of the three was that of the Pharisees,
who, as Josephus says, “.live neanly, and despise delicacies in diet; and they
foll ow the conduct of reason.they deternine that all things are done by
fate, .and al so believe that souls have an imortal vigour in them .2
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He al so describes themas having, “.so great a power over the nultitude,

t hat when they say anything agai nst the king, or against the high priest, they
are presently believed.”?

The Phari sees derive their name fromthe Hebrew, perushi mwhich neans
literally, “separated.” And because they shunned those who did not live up to
their principles, they became known as separatists.* They separated thensel ves
fromboth nations and peoples, especially the illiterate mass of those who “sit
at the corners.”® And they were distingui shed fromthe bul k of the people
because of their pureness and godliness.?®

The Jewi sh Encycl opedi a summari zes this group as the party which
represented the religious views, practices, and hopes of the nmajority of the
Jews. They were in opposition to the priestly Sadducees and were scrupul ous
observers of the |law AS | NTERPRETED by the scribes in accordance with
tradition. They called their nmenmbers “Haberim” or brothers and had a second
group called “Perushinf (one who separates hinself). This second group admtted
only those who in the presence of three nmenbers pl edged thenselves to the
strict observance of the Levitical parity, to the avoi dance of close
association with the ignorant and carel ess people, and to the scrupul ous
paynment of tithes and other inposts due to the priests, Levites, and poor.’

In the tenple they gained control at an early date and declared that the
priests were only deputies of the people. They introduced rites in the tenple
whi ch originated in popular customand were wi thout foundation in the [aw. The
Phari sees clained to be in possession of the traditions of the fathers.?®

The Encycl opedia Britannica further states that the Phari sees believed
since Israel was the first to recognize God as the Father, it was Israel’s duty
to help other peoples to do the same. Wth this in mnd, the Pharisees
“transversed sea and |and to nake a single proselyte.”?®

The Pharisees, then, represented the |eading “denoni nation” of the day,
held to the traditions nore than the witten law, and wi el ded a great influence
anong all the peoples of Judea.

NEXT THE SADDUCEES
Josephus succinctly suns up the doctrines of the Sadducees:

That souls die with the bodies; nor do they regard the observation
of any thing besides what the |law enjoins them for they think it an
i nstance of virtue to dispute with those teachers of philosophy whom
they frequent: but this doctrine is received but by a few, yet they
addict thenmselves to the notions of the Pharisees, because the
mul titude woul d not otherw se bear them *

They probably derived their nane from Zadok, a priest in the tinme of
Davi d. The nane was chosen about two hundred years before Christ to denote the
party of the priests. This does not nean all priests were Sadducees; in
Christ’s time nany of the priests were Pharisees, but the Sadducees were
usual ly the higher priestly famlies.!

The Sadducees usually perforned all the legal duties for the priests and
exerci sed power over the tenple worship and political affairs.! They al so
controll ed the Sanhedrin, even though they were rationalistic, worldly m nded,
and small in nunmber. 3

Al though a mnority group, and one which could not gain nany new
foll owers because of their doctrines, they neverthel ess held a great deal of
sway and influence in higher circles.

It is the Sadducees who generally raised the greatest persecution on the
Church in later years. However, it was the Pharisees who harassed Christ the
most during His lifetime.

FINALLY THE ESSENS

Al t hough they are not even nentioned by nane in the New Testanent, the
Essens did play an influential part in the affairs in Pal estine during the
early part of the first century A D
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The Essens were known as the “Pious Ones,” the neaning of the Hebrew
wor | d from which “Essene” camne. !® Josephus devotes a great deal of space to this
group, but it will not be necessary here to quote the entirety of the material
The following is a general summarization of Josephus’ account:

..These seemto have a greater affection one for the other than the
other sects.. These Essens reject pleasures as an evil, but esteem
continence, and the conquest over our passions, to be virtue. They
negl ect wedl ock, but choose out other persons’ children, while they
are pliable, and fit for learning.it is a |aw anong them that those
who conme to them nust let what they have be commopn to the whole
order, ... They have no one certain city, but nmany of them dwell in
every city;

Those who are caught in any heinous sins, they cast out of their
society; and he who is thus separated from them does often die after
a mserable manner; for as he is bound by the oath he has taken.he is
not allowed to partake of that food that he neets with el sewhere, but
is forced to eat grass, and to fam sh his body with hunger, till he
perish. '’

Thus were the divisions and phil osophies in the | and of Pal estine
t hroughout the first century of the Christian era. Tinmes do not really
change so nmuch. In our nodern twentieth century, there are essentially the
same divisions of |iberals and conservatives—pl easure seekers and stoics.
Even religious is divided into denom nations, just as were the sects of
Judai sm and the tenants of the pagans.

THE DISPERSION

Even nore inportant to the Christian Church than the difference of
t hought anong the Jews, was the TREMENDOUS DI SPERSI ON OF JEWS THROUGHOUT
THE ROMAN EMPI RE.

Josephus records:

For as the Jewish nation is wdely dispersed over all the
i nhabitable earth anong its inhabitants, so it 1is very nuch
intermngled with Syria by reason of its neighbourhood, and had the
gytezate§8t multitudes in Antioch by reason of the |argeness of the
city, ...

The Dispersion is really the CAPSTONE of God’' s preparation
Everywhere the Jewi sh peopl e went they established SYNAGOGUES where weekly
Sabbat h observances were hel d.

These synagogues were to be stepping-stones for the spread of
Christianity, even throughout the Gentile world.

Not only had the Jews provided a place for Christianity to begin,
they had prepared the way for CGentiles to believe in the one true Cod.

Actually, the Dispersion started hundreds of years before Christ’'s
time. Wiile thousands upon thousands of Jews returned to Pal estine after
t he Babyl oni an captivity, other thousands spread throughout the enpire
establishing thenselves in the cities of trade and comerce.

Under the influence of the Greeks, sone three hundred years before
Christ, the Jews of the Dispersion cane to be known as HELLI NI STS si nce
they enbraced nmany mannerisns and custons of the G eeks and spoke the G eek
| anguage. Yet, these Jews always remained faithful to the witings of the
A d Testanent and | ooked to the tenple in Jerusalemas holy and the pl ace
where God dwelt.

Jews were found in large nunbers in alnost all parts of the enpire.
A multitude of exiles had planted thensel ves permanently in Babyl onia,
i nstead of returning to Jerusalemw th the caravans that followed Ezra
(457 B.C.) and Nehem ah (444 B.C.). In Alexandra and its nei ghborhood
they nunbered not less than a mllion. Under the Ptolenies the Ad
Testament had been rendered into Geek (c. 250 B.C), and this
version, <called the Septuagint, was in general use anobng the
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Hel | eni sts, or Jews of the Dispersion, beyond the limts of Pal estine.
In Antioch and in other places in Syria, in the nunerous cities of
Asia Mnor, in Cyprus, Crete, and other islands of the Mediterranean,
in the cities of Geece, in Illyricum in Rome and in other towns of
Italy, Jews had settled in |arge nunbers. They followed the exanpl e of
t he Phoenicians: wherever there was a grospect of gain through trade
and commrerce, Jew sh merchants swarned.?®

These same Jews were also very instrunmental in preparing the Centile
world for the coming of Christianity.

THE PROSELYTES

We have al ready read how the Pharisees desired to nmake converts worl d-
wi de. Josephus says, “They al so nade prosel ytes of a great many of the G eeks
perpetual ly, and thereby after a short tinme brought themto be a portion of
t heir own body.”?°

In nearly every exanple with the pages of the New Testanent where the
gospel went to the Gentiles, it was in the synagogues of the Jews and to
t hese Greek prosel ytes.

Paul sel dom contacted the Gentiles directly. It would have been unheard
of for a Jew to preach his doctrines to the pagan Gentiles. God had prepared
a bridge by which the Gentiles could be reached—that bridge was the
prosel yte.

There were two different classes of Gentiles in the synagogues: first,
the full proselyte, who was circuntised in the flesh and actually accepted as
a Jew by race (such nust have been the Ethiopian eunuch who was baptized by
Philip, because Cornelius was the first real Gentile convert). Second, the
prosel ytes of the gate. These were Centiles who had accepted many of the
teachi ngs of the Jews, but were not circuntised and did not necessarily want
to be called Jews, even though they had conme to believe in the God of the
Jewi sh peopl e.

And here was the key.

These Gentile converts already believed in the true God of Israel. They
were already keeping the laws of God. They already had access to the
scriptures and witings of the Ad Testanment which Peter, Paul, and all the
m ni sters used.

Christianity was not some totally new concept to the Gentiles God was
cal I'i ng.

In fact, the Gentiles accepted Paul and the gospel of Christ far nore
readily than the Jews of the D spersion

Noti ce Luke's account of Paul’s first preaching in Antioch of Pisidia:
“And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, THE GENTILES (notice the
CGentiles were in the synagogue) besought that these words m ght be preached to
t hem THE NEXT SABBATH. Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the
Jews AND RELI @ OUS PROSELYTES fol | owed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to
them persuaded themto continue in the grace of God.”?

This was typical of nearly every area into which the apostle Paul went.
He first went to the synagogues, preached to both Jews and Gentiles, and
nearly every tinme it was the Gentile prosel ytes who continued faithful.

These CGentiles then spread the news around the area and hundreds—per haps
t housands—ore came to hear Paul .

TIME WAS THEN COMPLETE

Wt hout a doubt, we have now seen a conplete and thorough preparation
had been made WELL I N ADVANCE of the birth of the Messiah

In reviewing the high spots we can readily see and understand how t he
worl d was prepared to the | ast degree:

1. There was peace throughout the entire Roman worl d.

19



w

o ok

There were laws to assure the maxi mum security and freedom for the
first thirty years of early church history.

Basi c freedons | asted throughout the entire first century of the
Christian era.

H ghways and shi pping | anes were swift and safe.

Language was no barrier—& eek was spoken everywhere, know edge of
Aramai c, Latin, Hebrew benefited the Church greatly.

The Jews were divided into divergent groups and thoughts, so
Christ did not suffer a totally organi zed persecution fromthem
until His mnistry was conpl et ed.

Because know edge of God and His | aws had spread throughout the

Gentile world, the Gentiles did not find the gospel difficult to

under st and.

The fullness of tines had cone—t was tinme for the Messiah to appear.

20



PART TWO
THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS CHRIST
Chapter V

CHRIST, THE PROPHESIED MESSIAH

It seens al nost incredible the Jews rejected Jesus Christ when He cane.
They had been | ooking for the Messiah for hundreds of years. It had been four
hundred years since the conpletion of the A d Testanent witings, and Tl MES
VERE RI GHT for Hi s appearance. Mirre than ever, the Roman suppression caused the
Jews to | ook for their prophesied Savior.

By the tinme Christ was born, the Jew sh people had served the Romans
sixty years. They, nore than all the other nations in the enpire, desired to be
free—not only free—but to be THEMSELVES rul ers of the world.

The prophets had witten of a KING who woul d deliver them from bondage
and set themon the pinnacle of world governnent.

Yet, when the prophesi ed Messiah began His ministry, the Jews conpletely
and totally REJECTED H M-Aot only rejected HHm but becane so insanely enraged
they caused HHmto be put to death by Roman crucifi xion

They refused to believe the Messiah, the King of the Jews, could cone as
a hunbl e carpenter from Nazareth

They were not willing to accept H'S MESSAGE, and they were not willing to
change fromtheir own preconceived ideas, custons, and traditions. In rejecting
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Jews had to turn their backs on the very
propheci es of their own Sacred Witings.

PROPHESIED FIVE HUNDRED YEARS IN ADVANCE

Many of the Jews knew early in the first century A D. (as we now count
time) the Messiah should appear. It had been recorded centuries in advance in
t he book of Daniel.

The archangel, Gabriel, appeared to Dani el

And he inforned ne, and talked with ne, and said, O Daniel, | am
now come forth to give thee skill and understanding. At the beginning
of thy supplications the comrandnent canme forth, and | am cone to

shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the
matter, and consider the vision. Seventy weeks are determ ned upon
t hey people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and
to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and
prophecy, and to anoint the nbst Holy. Know therefore and understand,
that fromthe going forth of the conmandnment to restore and to build
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and
three-score and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the
wall, even in troublous times. And after threescore and two weeks
shall Messiah be cut off, but not for hinself: and the people of the
prince that shall conme shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and
the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war
desol ations are determined. And he shall confirm the covenant wth
many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreadi ng of
abonmi nati ons he shall nake it desolate, even until the consummti on,
and that determined shall be poured upon the desol ate.?

Thi s prophecy, commonly known as the SEVENTY WEEKS PROPHECY, pinpoints
EXACTLY the year for the BEANNING OF Christ’s ninistry and the exact year of
H s deat h.

Let’s understand it.
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Qbvi ously, Daniel is speaking in prophetic synbolism In two separate
pl aces GOD REVEALS how to | NTERPRET prophetic tines. These scriptures prove
that one day in a prophecy is equal to a year in fulfillnent:

After the nunber of the days in which ye searched the |and, even
forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even
forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promse.?

And when thou hast acconplished them lie again on thy right side,
and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: |
have appointed thee each day for a year.?3

Dani el was inspired to wite it would be exactly sixty-nine prophetic
weeks fromthe commandnment to build Jerusalemuntil the Messiah woul d appear.

In order to understand this prophecy, then, we need to know exactly how
many days there are in sixty-nine weeks. Since there are seven days in a week,
mul tiplying seven tines the sixty-nine weeks equals 483 days. A day is equal to
a year in prophecy-—the prophesied tine |lapse is a total of 483 years.

Now, all we need to know is when the decree was nmade to restore and build
Jerusalem There were three separate decrees issued by the Persian | eaders to
aid the Jews in their return to Jerusalem These decrees were in 536 B.C., 457
B.C., and in 444 B.C. The principle decree, however, the one upon which the
Seventy Weeks Prophecy is based, is understood by alnost all historians to be
457 B. C.

The date from which the 70 weeks was to be counted was the decree
to re-build Jerusalem There were three decrees issued by Persian
kings for this purpose...The principal one of these was 457 B.C.*

A matter of sinple arithnetic projecting forward 483 years from 457 B. C.
wi |l show the date of Christ’s appearance. That date is 27 A.D. This was the
year THE MESSI AH WAS TO APPEAR. It is of special notice here that this is not
the birth of Jesus Christ—but H s appearance as the Messiah.

Dani el *s prophecy clearly reveals this date. There is no other
possibility. In addition to establishing the date the Messiah would begin H's
mnistry, Daniel’s Seventy Weks Prophecy also reveals the nmnistry would | ast
for one full week—that is seven years. But, he also reveals the Messiah, the
Prince, would be CUT OFF in the nidst of the week, causing the sacrifice and
the oblation to cease. He was to have an earthly mnistry, then, that would
[ ast one-half week or exactly three and one-half years. Since His mnistry
began in the year 27 A D., Hs death nust have occurred in the year 31 A D. —
exactly three and a half years after He began to preach

Now notice the account in Luke's gospel of the beginning of Christ's
mnistry, “And Jesus hinself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as
was supposed) the son of Joseph, .2

Since Jesus, then, was just about thirty years of age, as Luke shows, we
can easily deternine the year of Christ’s birth by sinple going back thirty
years fromthe date His ministry began—27 A D. Again, sinple mathematics brings
us to the conclusion Christ was born in the year 4 B.C

Thus, evidence WTH N THE BI BLE pl ainly shows Christ was born, as we now
cont tinme, inthe year 4 B.C. He began Hs mnistry in 27 A D. He was crucified
in 31 A D

FROM SECULAR WRITINGS

But the Bible is not the only proof.

In addition to the accounts witten in the gospels by Matthew, Mark
Luke, and John, there are many proofs from SECULAR H STORY

It is very conmon know edge that Christ was born in the period of tine in
Roman hi story when Augustus was Caesar at Rone, Herod was governor in Judea,
Cyreni us was governor in Syria. There are nunerous other references to figures
in Roman history which certainly corroborate and denponstrate the authenticity
of these tines.
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Let’'s exam ne just a few.

Augustus was Caesar from27 B.C. to 14 A D. This was a broad span of
time, but we know fromthe gospel accounts of Christ's life that H's birth nust
have taken place within these years. The reign of Augustus can by no neans
pi npoi nt the exact tine.

However, there are two very inportant dates which can be deternined
through the life of Herod the Great and Cyrenius (alternate spelling
Quirinius), the governor of Syria.

FIRST, HEROD THE GREAT

The Jewi sh historian, Josephus, whom we have al ready frequently quot ed,
gives a single, but nost inportant KEY TO DETERM NE t he date of Herod's deat h.
It is inmportant to confirmthis date since Jesus Christ was born sone tine
PRI OR TO THE DEATH OF HEROD. The key was a decree issued by Herod which causes
scores of infant children in and around the area of Bethlehemto be killed
after Herod was told by the wise nen fromthe East they were | ooking for the
Christ, the King of the Jews.®

Let's read Josephus’ account of Herod:

Wien he had done these things, he died, the fifth day after he had
caused Antipater to be slain; having reigned, since he had procured
Antigonus to be slain, thirty-four years; but since he had been
decl ared king by the Romans, thirty-seven.’

These two dates are readily recogni zed by all historians to be 37
B.C. and 40 B.C. respectively.

Si nce Josephus general ly reckoned reigns fromthe spring to the spring of
the year, this places the |ast year of Herod's life fromthe spring of 4 B.C
to the spring of 3 B.C

To really clinch the date of Herod s death, Josephus records an earlier
event, sonetinme before Herod s death, “AND THAT VERY N GHT THERE WAS AN ECLI PSE
OF THE MOON.”® The footnote in the works of Josephus clearly dates this eclipse
of the noon, which can be deternined by astronomical conputation to have
occurred on March 13, 4 B.C

Sone confusion has resulted in this account because Josephus further
adds that Herod died prior to a Passover. The Passover in 4 B.C. fell in
t he second week in April.

Josephus further adds to the account of Herod's death, that after the
eclipse of the noon he was put under the care of physicians for a severe
case of distenper which caused hima great deal of pain. He also took a
trip beyond the Jordan to find a cure for his illness in the warm bat hs
which were at Collirrhore. After that, he ordered the executi on of numerous
political |eaders and had his own son put to death only five days before he
di ed hinself.?°

It would be inpossible for all this to have occurred between March 13,
and early April of 4 B.C., less than one nonth.

The Passover Josephus nentions in connection with the death of Herod,
then, MJUST BE the Passover of 3 B.C.—thirteen full nonths after the eclipse.
This would certainly allowtinme for his trip and for the atrocities he ordered
to be carried out.

The date given by Daniel and the secular accounts are in conplete
agreenent, for those who are willing to accept the TRUE FACTS of history.

Christ was born in 4 B.C., sonme six nonths prior to the death of Herod.
There is no doubt about it. He lived thirty-three and one-half years on earth,
at age thirty He began Hs ministry, carried it out for three and a half years,
and died in the spring of 31 A D
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THE TAXATION OF CYRENIUS

Only the gospel account by Luke records the taxation and census taken
by the governor of Syria.!° Historians in many cases have not been willing
to adnit this taxation ever existed, therefore many have doubted the
reliability of the Biblical accounts and dates.

However, archaeol ogi cal evidences and historical discoveries have PROVED
there really was a governor at this tinme named Cyrenius and that were was a
taxi ng and census taken by him

Roman records which have been found dating back to the tine of the
Enperor Julian (about 360 A D.) certainly verify what Luke wote. Julian is
often called “the Apostate” because he turned back to pagani smfrom
Christianity.' In attenpting to destroy the Christianity which had devel oped in
Rone, he said:

Jesus, whom you cel ebrate, was one of Caesar’s subjects. If you
dispute it, I wll prove it by and by; but it nmay as well be done
now. For you yourselves allow that he was enrolled with his father
and mother in the tine of Cyrenius.

To be certain, Julian was not trying to prove the authenticity of Christ
and Quirinius—he was trying to stanp out Christianity. Yet, this very record in
itself proves there really was a governor in Syria naned Cyrenius who did
record the birth of Jesus Christ—t was in the Roman civil records—and it was
common know edge.

In addition, archaeol ogists in Rome, in the year 1764, discovered Roman
records in stone which nentioned the nanme of Cyrenius, governor of Syria and
stated that he not only served as governor of Syria at one tine, but twce.
This solves a very great enigma sonme historians have had in understanding the
Bi blical account. Part of the problemlies in the proper translation of Luke
2:2. It should read, “This was THE FI RST ENROLLMENT, when Quirini us was
governor of Syria” (RSV). It seens apparent there was yet another enroll nment
made at a later date, probably in 6 A D. This nust be the enrollnment referred
to by Luke in the book of Acts, “After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the
days of the taxing.”

This taxing nmentioned in the book of Acts nust be the later taxing—but we
can clearly see there was a taxation nade in the tinme of Augustus, specifically
when Quirinius was governor of Syria.

For this reason, as the Biblical account then shows, Joseph and Mary were
in Bethl ehem since the Roman requirenent was for all wonmen over twelve years
of age (and slaves also) to be subject to a head tax, as well as nen over
fourteen, until the age of sixty-five.? Each individual had to return to the
land of his forefathers’ heritage for the taking of the census. Joseph and Mary
had traveled to Bethlehem the city of David, and were there when Jesus Chri st
was born.

Once again, we see both the Biblical and secul ar accounts fit hand-in-
glove and irrefutably prove the EXACT TIMES for the events nentioned in the
Bi ble. And fromthe quote we just read regarding the Enperor Julian, this
taxation and the birth of Jesus Christ were a part of Ronan records at |east up
until the fourth century A D.—after which the records nust have becone |ost.

In the witings of the early Church Fathers after the first century A D
Justin Martyr wote concerning this same taxation in about the year A D. 105:

Now there is a village in the land of the Jews thirty-five stadia
from Jerusalem in which Jesus Christ was born, as you can also
ascertain fromthe registers of the taxing under Cyrenius your first
procurator in Judea.!®

The authenticity of these tines and also the dates are, then
corroborated first and forenost by God’'s Wrd, the Bible, secondarily fromthe
writings of the early Church Fathers, and thirdly by official Roman records.
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Certainly irrefutable proof of Christ’s existence, birth, and the dates of
events nentioned in the Bible.

Jesus Christ was the Messiah—He was the fulfillnment of the A d Testanent
pr opheci es.

THE PROPHECIES FULFILLED
Since we have already historically proved Jesus Christ was a literal

figure of history—and there will be nmore on this in a |ater chapter—et us now
| ook into the prophecies of the Ad Testanent and their fulfillnment in the New
Testanent to prove the witings of the New Testanment did fulfill in every

detail everything the prophets wote of Jesus Christ.

The following is a chart showi ng these prophecies and their fulfill nent
inthe life of Jesus Christ. You will see howin every ninute detail the Jesus
Christ of the Bible and history fulfilled the scriptures.

An interesting study was undertaken by a nmathematics instructor in
California some tine ago. He and his class figured the mathematical probability
of one man fulfilling forty-eight of the major prophecies of the Messiah out of
the A d Testanent.

Each student was given one prophecy and had to calculate the probability
of its fulfillnment.

The result of all forty-eight problens added together shows a nearly
unbel i evabl e probability on ONE MAN neeting the requirenents of every single
one of the forty-eight prophecies.

The chance that such a person would ever be born and fulfill each step of
the life prophesied is 10'. Let me wite that out—that would be one chance out
of 10, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000,
000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000,
000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000,
000, 000, 000, 000. That’s ONE HUNDRED El GHTY- ONE ZERCS! Y/

Yet Christ fulfilled all forty-eight—and even many nore than the
particul ar ones chosen for this math problem Here, then, are a representative
nunber of fulfilled prophecies.
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FULFILLED PROPHECY OF THE MESSIAH
BIRTH OF THE MESSIAH

PROPHECY FULFILLMENT
| sai ah prophesied that a | saiah 4:7 Mat t hew 1: 20- 23
virgin would bear a son | saiah 7:14
and call hi m Enmanuel | sai ah 9:6-7
Wiile He was yet in the | sai ah 49:1 Luke 1:31
wormb He woul d be cal |l ed
by Hi s nane
The Messi ah woul d be Psal ns 2:7 Matt hew 1: 16- 20
t he begotten Son of God Luke 2:46-48, 52
G fts of gold and incense | sai ah 60:6 Matt hew 2: 11
woul d be brought before Psal ns 72:10
the Christ after his birth
It was prophesied that M cah 5:2 Matt hew 2: 11
Christ would be born in
Bet hl ehem
Christ would cone from 2 Sam 7:12-16 Matt hew 1:1
the line of David Jer. 23:5
Christ would be of the lsaiah 11:1 Matt hew 1: 6

seed of Jesse

LIFE OF CHRIST

God’s Son woul d be call ed Hosea 11:1 Mat t hew 2: 14- 15
out of Egypt

Christ would have a spirit | saiah 11:2-3 Luke 2: 46

of wi sdom and under st andi ng

Herod woul d kill all nale Jerem ah 31:15 Mat t hew 2: 16- 18

children in an attenpt to
destroy Chri st

THE MESSENGER OF CHRIST

A nmessenger woul d be sent Mal achi 3:1 Matt hew 3:1-2
to prepare the way for

t he Messi ah

The messenger would cry | sai ah 40:3 Luke 3:3-4

in the wilderness to Mat t hew 3: 3
prepare the people Mark 1:3-4

The nmessenger woul d have Mal achi 4:5-6 Luke 1:15-17
the power and spirit of Matt hew 11: 7-14
Elijah
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THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST

PROPHECY FULFILLMENT
God woul d send a prophet Deut. 18:5 John 12: 49
to minister to H s people.
The year Christ’s mnistry Dani el 9: 25-26 Luke 3:23
woul d begi n was prophesi ed.
A light would cone to | sai ah 60;:1-2 John 1:9, 14
Judah and the worl d. | saiah 9:2 Luke 1:7-9

Chri st overthrew Satan
and proved Hinself the
rul er of the worl d.

Cenesi s 3:15

Mat t hew 4: 10
Mark 1:12-13

The Messi ah woul d heal the | sai ah 42:7 Matt hew 11:5-6
sick, restore the sight of | sai ah 61:1 Luke 7:22

the blind, and open the | sai ah 35:5-6

ears of the deaf.

The Messi ah woul d be a | sai ah 55: 4 Mat t hew 7: 29

| eader and conmander of

nen.

The Messi ah woul d be as a | sai ah 40: 11 John 10: 11-16
shepherd to Hi s flock. John 21:15-17
The Messi ah woul d not cone | sai ah 42: 2-3 Matt hew 12: 20
as a conquering warrior,

but nerely to be a witness

to the people at that tine.

Christ would speak in Psal ns 78:2 Mat t hew 13: 34- 35

par abl es so the world
woul d not under st and.

THE DEATH OF CHRIST

The Messi ah woul d enter
Jerusalemlowy, riding
on the colt of an ass.

Zechariah 9:9

Mat t hew 21:5
John 12: 15

The Messi ah woul d be a
man of great sorrow
and suffering.

| sai ah 53: 3

Mark 9:12

Chri st bore our sins and
was wounded that we mi ght
be heal ed.

| sai ah 53:4

| Peter 2:24

One of the Messiah's
friends would be the
one to betray H m

Psal ns 41:9
Psal ns 55:12-14

John 13:18-27
Luke 22:47-48

Christ would be betrayed
for thirty pieces of
silver.

Zechariah 11:12

Mat t hew 26: 15

H s own disciples would
deny Chri st.

Zechariah 13: 4

Mat t hew 26: 31, 72

The Messi ah woul d be
delivered up to the
council and given
fal se w tnesses.

Psal ns 35: 11

Mat t hew 26: 59

Though t hey speak |ies
against Hm Christ would
not open Hi s nouth.

| sai ah 53:7

Mat t hew 27: 12
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PROPHECY FULFILLMENT

Chri st woul d be condemmed | sai ah 53: 8 Mark 15:1

t o deat h.

Chri st would be scourged | sai ah 50:6 Mar k 15:15

before He was taken to Matt hew 27: 26

be crucified.

The Messi ah woul d be Psal ns 22:7 Matt hew 27: 39

nocked and | aughed to

scorn.

Christ would be given Psal ns 22:18 Mat t hew 27: 34

vinegar and gall to Psal ms 69: 21 John 19: 33

dri nk.

The sol di ers woul d cast Psal ns 22: 18 Matt hew 27: 35

lots for H's garnents.

The Messi ah woul d be put | sai ah 53:12 Mat t hew 27: 38

to death with sinners.

Whil e on the stake Chri st Psal ns 22:1 Matt hew 27: 46

would cry out, “My God ny Mar k 15: 34

God, why hast Thou forsaken

Me?”

Christ would be cut off Dani el 9:27 John 19: 30- 31

in the mdst of the week. Mat t hew 28:1, 6
Mat t hew 12: 40

None of the Messiah's Psal n8 34: 20 John 19: 33

bones woul d be broken.

Christ’s hands and si de Zechariah 12: 10 John 19: 34

woul d be pierced. Psal ns 22:16 John 20: 20, 25

It was prophesied that Psal ns 118: 22 Ephesi ans 2: 20

t he Corner Stone would Matt hew 21: 42

be rejected by the Mark 12:10

bui | ders. Luke 20:17

The Messi ah woul d be | sai ah 53: 9 Mark 15:43-46

buried in arich man’s John 19: 38-40

sepul cher.

THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST

The Messiah woul d be in Jonah 1:17 Matt hew 12: 40
the grave three days and Mark 8: 31
three nights, as Jonah Mat t hew 28: 6
was in the belly of the

fish.
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PART TWO
THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS CHRIST
Chapter VI

CHRIST, THE DESIRE OF NATIONS

The A d Testanent is literally filled with propheci es of the Messiah. One
of the | east understood of these prophecies is found in the book of Haggai:

And | will shake all nations, and THE DESI RE OF ALL NATI ONS SHALL
COVE: and | will fill this house with glory saith the Lord of hosts.
The silver is mine, and the gold is mne, saith the LORD of hosts.
The glory of this latter house shall be GREATER THAN the fornmer,
saith the LORD of hosts: and in this place will | give peace, saith
the LORD of hosts.*?

The Jews have never understood this scripture. Very few Christians have
really grasped the full significance that JESUS CHRI ST is the FULFI LLMENT—THE
DESI RE OF ALL NATI ONS.

Let’s understand this prophecy.

Haggai’'s prediction was fulfilled, right on schedule, in the days of
Herod and Christ. God said, through the prophet Haggai, “I will shake al
nations,” and that is just what He did. W have seen how the arm es of Rone
literally “shook” all the nations of the civilized world. The armni es of Ponpey,
Julius Caesar, and then Augustus, forced the nations of the world to their
knees and subjected themto the inperial power of Rome. Hundreds of years
before, arm es from Babyl on, Persia, and G eece w eaked havoc throughout the
entirety of the world, and the world was shaken!

THE TEMPLE GLORIFIED

The prophecy continued, “The glory of this |atter house SHALL BE GREATER
THAN OF THE FORMER.” The house being referred to is the tenple of God at
Jerusal em The tenple which had previously been built by Sol onon was one of the
greatest buil dings ever constructed by human beings. Its plated walls of gold
bedecked with jewels nade it one of the QUTSTANDI NG SHOAPLACES of the world.
That tenple was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar between the years of 604 and 585
B. C.

The latter house is the tenple which had been constructed by Zerubbabel
after the return fromcaptivity, about which we read a little in the book of
Dani el . The prophecy through Haggai was that the glory of this latter house
woul d be greater than the former. In a physical way the NEVER occurred.

Herod the Great renodel ed Zerubbabel’'s tenple after over three hundred
years of use and made it a truly magnificent structure. Herod s chief glory
was:

.the new tenple in Jerusalem The actual |abour on the shrine
itself lasted but eighteen nonths, although eight years were required
on the surroundings. The last detail, however, of this gem of all
Pal estine was not conpleted until the days of Al binus (62-64 A D).
And then, less than a decade later, it was fired by the conqueror’s
torch! Its magnificence—white nmarble with its overlay of gold and
preci ous stones—gleaming high on the summit of Zion, and bursting
into sudden view as pilgrins cane over the top of Qdivet on the
Jericho road, gave rise to the rabbinical saying: “Woever has not
seen the tenple of Herod has seen nothing beautiful.”?

The tenple refurbi shed by Herod was a magnificent structure. Yet, all the
Jews readily knew it did not even begin to nmeasure up to the magnificence and
glory of the tenple which was built by Sol onon.

Then how coul d Haggai’'s prophecy be fulfilled? How could this latter
house have nore glory than the forner?
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The obvi ous answer is the God sent Jesus Christ, His Son, into that
second tenple and GLORIFIED I T beyond any building in all history.?

One of the first acts Jesus did in Hs mnistry was to enter the tenple
in Jerusal em and cast out the nmoney changers and the animals which were
desecrating the tenple of God.*

Jesus Christ did enter into that second tenple, He did cleanse and purge
it, HS VERY PRESENCE made it a nore glorified building than the tenple built
by Sol onon.

THE WORLD SOUGHT A SAVIOR

But was Jesus Christ “the desire of all nations,” as Haggai’'s prophecy
states? lronically, the Jews were not the only ones | ooking for a Messiah at
this tine. The two best known Roman historians of this period of history,
Seut oni us and Tacitus, both record Ronman antici pation of a deliverer.

There had spread over all the Oient and old and established
belief, that it was fated at that tinme for nmen coning from Judaea to
rule the world.?®

.there was a firm persuasion, that in the ancient records of their
priests was contained a prediction of how at this very tinme the East
was to grow powerful, and RULERS, COM NG FROM JUDEA, WERE TO ACQUI RE
UNI VERSAL EMPI RE. °

Certainly, the Romans did not accept Jesus Christ as the Redeener or
Savior. Rather, they becanme the instrunments who put Hmto death to fulfill
the scriptures about Hm But it is, nevertheless, interesting to note the
worl d was | ooking for a savior and that Jesus Christ was the “desire of al
nati ons” even though the nations did not accept H m

BUT WHAT ABOUT OTHER NATIONS?

We have already seen how the Greeks had the greatest educational and
cultural influence in the world up to this tine. Probably their nost fanous
phi | osopher was Plato. H's witings also show a desire for a redeener or
savi or. Speaking of the subject of religion, Plato says, “It is therefore
necessary, to wait till One teach us how we ought to behave toward the gods and
men. When shall that tine arrive and who shall that teacher be? For nost gl ad
would | be to see such a man.”’ Although witten three hundred years before
Christ, the Geeks were looking for a man to | ead and teach them Their
traditions | ooked for “the desire of all nations.”

We have al ready recorded Seutonius and Tacitus as far as the Romans were
concerned, but let’s read fromVergil, the Latin poet of forty years before
Christ’s time: “A GOD-LIKE CH LD SHALL BE BORN..COVE QUI CKLY TO RECEI VE YOUR
POAER FOR ALL THE WORLD AWAITS YOU. Othat | may live to see so noble a subject
for ny verse.”® Yes, the Romans were | ooking for a deliverer and were | ooking
for sonmeone divine.

The Romans and Greeks represented the western portion of the enpire. But
what about the eastern portion of the world? Were they al so | ooking for a
redeener ?

There is even greater evidence in the East! W was it who cane in the
early days of Christ’s life to worship and give H mhonor? Was it not the Wse
men FROM THE EAST?

“The East” at this tinme in history referred to the nations east of the
Euphrates. These nations consisted primarily of India, Persia, and THE PARTH AN
EMPIRE. |f you do not understand who these Wse Men were, wite for our free
article which appeared in the Decenber, 1966, issue of the PLAIN TRUTH nagazi ne
entitled “The Greatest Story Never Told.” You will see clearly proved just
exactly who the Parthians were—they were portions of the LOST TEN TRI BES OF
| SRAEL who had settled in the area of Parthia after the Assyrian captivity of
721-718 B. C.
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They had known for centuries that a deliverer would cone. God directly
led and inspired themby a miracul ous star (which was an angel, Revel ation
1:20) to acknow edge the newborn Messiah in Bethlehemshortly after His birth.

But there were other Eastern countries who al so | ooked for a Messiah

The Wse Men from the East, who followed the star to Bethl ehem
represented the wuniversal Eastern expectation of a Redeener. The
Persians were at this tinme l|ooking for the appearance of their
Sosi osh, who woul d conquer Ahrinman and his ki ngdom of darkness.®

Al t hough the Persians in no way understood the true plan of God, their
traditions | ooked for a Messiah who woul d suppress the works of evil—Satan the
Devil and his denons. These traditions, although warped and twi sted by tinme and
pagan ideas, certainly show all nations did know of a comi ng Messiah and were
| ooking for H mand looking for Hmat this SPECIFIC TI ME | N H STORY

It is very likely the people of India had heard of the Savior born in
Pal estine fromthe Parthian nagi, either as they began their travels to see
Christ, or upon their return. An amazing tradition of ancient |Indian history
tells of the ruler of India who sent emissaries to Palestine in about the year
1 AD to inquire whether the PREDI CTED royal child had actually rmade his
appearance. ' It is amazing that the world in general had never heard of these
traditions and never realized the entire world was waiting for Jesus Christ.

But even nore anazing than the Indian history is the ancient Chinese
tradition | ooking for the Messiah

Confuci us, who wote about 550 years before the Christian era, was
accustoned to say: that The Holy One nust be sought in the West.

H s declaration was carefully handed down to posterity: and, in
the year 64 after the Christian era, the Enperor Mnti, we are told,
under the influence of this ancient expectation, sent nessengers
westward into India, that there they mght inquire for the |ong
predi cted Holy One of Confuci us.

Such, in the renpte East, was the expectation, which existed 550
years before the Christian era, and which from that time downward
continued to prevail .

Traditions fromaround the world constantly focus upon a HOLY ONE, a
DELI VERER t 0o cone.
Just as Haggai prophesied, Jesus Christ was “THE DESI RE OF ALL NATI ONS.”

JESUS CHRIST REALLY DID EXIST

Whet her or not an individual accepts Jesus Christ to be the Savior, there
i s abundant historical evidence to PROVE that Jesus Christ was a litera
hi storical figure born in Bethlehem who lived in Pal estine between the years 4
B.C. and 31 A D.

Roman annual s recorded His birth and Hi s death. The historians and
witers of the day, besides Biblical records, nentioned His life. The Jews
preserved testinmony of Christ and the Christian Church He founded, in the
witings of both Josephus and Phil o.

Traditions of the day fromaround the world showed the world knew a
deliverer should conme. That Deliverer was Jesus Christ, as the Biblical record
cl ai ns.

Many atheists ridicule the existence of a person such as Jesus Christ.
Perhaps it is appropriate at this point to insert a short section proving Jesus
Christ literally was an historical figure.

Certainly, we have already seen evidence in secular history of Jesus
Christ. W have seen His birth was recorded in Roman chronicles and preserved—
even though those records are not extant at this tinme. The sceptic could still
doubt and ridicule.

But there is still another w tness!

When being tried for his life before the Roman governor, Festus, the
apostl e Paul said, “For the king knoweth of these things, before whomalso |
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speak freely; for |

am per suaded THAT NONE OF THESE THI NGS ARE HI DDEN FROM HI M

FOR THI'S THING WAS NOT DONE IN A CORNER. "2 |f these things were not done in a
corner, certainly there nmust have been sonme notice in Rome and there would be
some record of Jesus Christ at this tine.

There is that

record! Here is proof Jesus Christ did exist:

Nero fastened the guilt [for the burning of Rone] and inflicted
the nore exquisite tortures on a class hated for their aboninations,
call ed CHRI STI ANS by the popul ace. CHRI STUS, from whom the nane had
its origin, suffered the extrenme penalty during the reign of Tiberius
at the hands of one of our own procurators, Pontius Pilate, and a
nost nischievous superstition, thus checked for the nonment, again
broke out not only in Judea, the first source of evil, but even in

Rone, where

all things hideous and shanmeful from every part of the

world find their center and becone popul ar.

Now t hat we have proved that Jesus Christ did live, and have determ ned
the dates of His life, we need to understand Hi s teachi ngs and how he founded

Hi s one true Church
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PART TWO
THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS CHRIST
Chapter VII

THE MESSAGE CHRIST BROUGHT

The nodern, twentieth century world you live in has accepted the NAME of
Jesus Christ. Christianity is THE accepted religion of the entire western
worl d. Yet, how many professing “Christians” today really know and UNDERSTAND
the way of |ife and the MESSAGE brought by the Son of God?

You have al ready seen proved beyond any doubt that God sent H S OAN SON
into the world over 1,900 years ago.

But what was the nessage He brought?

Why have so few understood Hi s preaching? And why have so few understand
the nmessage carried to the world by Christ’s true apostles and ministers?

In this chapter we will reviewthe life and teachings of Christ as
reveal ed in the four gospel accounts—Matthew, Mrk, Luke and John.

CHRIST BROUGHT THE GOSPEL

It is not startling and new to state Christ preached the gospel —everyone
has heard that.

BUT WHAT | S THE GOSPEL?

The word, “gospel” cones into English froman old Angl o- Saxon word,
“godspel ” which sinple means GOOD NEWS. That is what Christ brought —S00D NEWS.

But what Good News?

The way for Christ’s ministry had been prepared by John the Bapti st.
After some nonths of preparation, John was inprisoned by Herod.

At that tine the preparation for Christ’s mnistry was conpl ete. “Now
after that John was put in prison, Jesus canme into Glilee, PREACH NG THE
GOSPEL OF THE KI NGDOM OF GOD. "*

The GOOD NEWS was a nessage of a comi ng KI NGDOM-Aot a ki ngdom of nen,
ruled by men and for nmen, but a KI NGDOM OF GOD.

CHRI ST’ S MESSAGE WAS WORLD GOVERNMENT!

The Jews had known for centuries the coning Messiah would set up a
governnment. But they rejected Christ because He didn't set up the Messianic
Kingdomat His first com ng.

Christian denoninations today |largely accept the person of Christ, but
they do not | ook for a government of kingdom

The Jews rejected both Christ and Hi s message. Today's churches, although
they accept Hi s nane, have rejected Hi s MESSAGE!

At the conclusion of Christ’'s mnistry before He ascended into the
heavens He conmmi ssioned Hi s disciples, “Go ye unto ALL THE WORLD, and PREACH
THE GOSPEL to every creature.”?

Christ expected Hs true nmnisters to carry the very sanme GOSPEL He had
preached into the entire world.

But sonewhere along the Iine the nmessage becane twi sted and perverted. W
will see how the perversion of Christ’'s nessage started in chapter nine. Wuat
mllions have accepted without knowing it is the twi sting and westing of the
TRUE gospel and nessage brought by Christ—lot the real message He brought.

You need to understand the TRUTH.

FEW TO UNDERSTAND

Amazing as it sounds to the churchgoers in our nodern world of religion,
JESUS CHRI ST NEVER | NTENDED FOR THE VAST MAJORI TY TO UNDERSTAND at this tine.

Shocking as it may seemFH S IS NOT THE ONLY DAY OF SALVATION (wite f
our free article on this subject).

o

r
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If it is, then God and Christ have miserably failed in their desperate
attenpt to save nmankind. However, God is not in a “desperate” attenpt to save
everyone now. And, of course, GOD WLL NOT FAIL.

EVERY TI ME Christ spoke to the nultitudes about the Kingdom of God, He
spoke to themin analogies or simles called PARABLES. Notice it, and notice
VHY:

Al'l these things spake Jesus unto the nmultitude in PARABLES; and
wi t hout a parabl e spake he not unto them That it might be fulfilled
whi ch was spoken by the prophet, saying, | wll open ny mouth in
parables; | wll utter things which have been kept secret from the
foundation of the world.?3

And when asked why He spoke in parables, Christ answered:

Therefore speak | to them in parables: because they seeing see
not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand..For this
people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing,
and their eyes they have closed; lest at any tine they should see
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand wth
their heart, and should be CONVERTED, and | shoul d heal them*

Plainly, then, Christ did not reveal the truth about H s ki ngdom and
governnent to the entire world, but ONLY to H's called and chosen
di sci pl es—+to0 those who woul d repent and change.

It was not tinme at Christ’s first coming to set up the governnent of
God. The parabl es reveal when that shall be.

A COMING GOVERNMENT

In the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew, Christ uses a parable to
denonstrate a | esson about the Kingdomof God. In the story, He likens Hi nself
unto a man traveling into a far country. He distributed talents, abilities, and
responsibilities to H's servants and told themto increase.

The story is famliar!

Yet, how many have realized Christ was showi ng He actually woul d RETURN
to this earth and set up Hi s ki ngdonf?

Notice it, “After A LONG TIME the lord of those servants coneth, and
reckoneth with them.?®

After seeing sone HAD | NCREASED t heir given anounts (which nmeans they had
grown in God's Spirit and in their capabilities), Christ said, “WlIl done, thou
good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a fewthings, | wll
make thee RULER over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”®

Christ prom sed positions of rulership when He returned to earth. He has
now gone to heaven to prepare those responsibilities.

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in
me. In ny Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, |
woul d have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | WLL COVE AGAIN, and receive you unto
mysel f; that where | am there ye may be also.’

This is not tal king about “mansions in the sky.” It is talking about
positions of responsibility Christ is right now preparing. The word “nmansi ons”
shoul d nore properly be translated “abodes” or “offices” or “positions of
authority.”

Christ prom sed HE WOULD COVE AGAIN and gi ve those positions of
responsibility to His servants. Wen the disciples asked what their positions
woul d be in the Kingdomof God, Christ replied, “And |I appoint unto you a
ki ngdom as ny Father hath appointed unto ne; That ye may eat and drink at ny
table in ny kingdom and SIT ON THRONES JUDA NG THE TWELVE TRI BES OF | SRAEL. "8

Everywhere in the New Testanment, the nessage is one of rulership. Jesus
Christ is to be KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS and will return to this earth.?®
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The reward promni sed Christians who overcone and qualify for Christ’s
ki ngdomis not floating around heaven all day |ike that |lazy old sun. Rather it
is one of rulership with Christ.

Noti ce two passages from Christ’s Revel ation

And he that overconeth and keepeth ny works unto the end, to him

wll | gi \l/Oe power over the nations: And he shall RULE THEMwi th a rod
of iron:..

To him that overconmeth will | grant to sit with ne in ny throne,
even as | also overcane, and am set down with nmy Father in his
t hrone. **

And where will these positions of rulership be? In heaven? No. Your Bible
says, “And hast nade us unto our God kings and priests: and WE SHALL REI GN ON
THE EARTH. " o

Not hi ng could be plainer in the Bible than the gospel Christ brought.

Yet, nillions of professing Christians have rejected it in favor of the ancient
PAGAN i dea of the immortality of the soul and going to heaven to spend eternity
doi ng not hi ng.

Christ’s nessage is LIVING and DYNAMC. It has to do with solving this
worl d's problens by the establishnment of a world governnent with Christ and the
saints ruling, and bringing peace, health and prosperity to the world.

BUT WHAT ABOUT GOD’S LAWS?

It's amazing, but the world has |ittle understood the REAL life and
t eachi ngs of Chri st.

Scores of churches today believe and teach that Jesus Christ cane to DO
AVAY WTH GOD'S LAW-that Christ nailed it to the cross, taking it out of the
way.

But did He?

Let’s look to Christ and His own teachings to see.

The very focal point of all Christian doctrine is the Sernmon on the Munt
recorded in Matthew 5, 6, and 7.

Concerning the |aw of God, Christ said, “Think not that I amcone to
destroy the law, or the prophets: | am NOT cone to destroy, BUT TO FULFIL.”®

That doesn’t sound like Christ intended to do away with God's | aw at all
In fact this and the entire Sernmon on the Mount are a fulfillnment of the
prophecy about Christ’s nessage fromthe prophet Isaiah, “The LORD is wel
pl eased for his righteousness’ sake; HE WLL MAGNI FY THE LAW and nake it
honour abl e. ”

To magnify the law nmeans to focus on it, to make it nore applicabl e and
bi ndi ng—+t does not do away with it. Mgnifying the | aw makes it clearer and
easier to see.

That is just what Christ did.

When the rich young nobl eman canme to Christ and asked Hm “Good Master,
what good thing shall | do, that | may have ETERNAL LI FE?” Christ answered,
“Why cal l est thou ne good? There is none good but one, that is, God: but IF
thou wilt enter into life, KEEP THE COVMANDVENTS. "

The question then followed, “Wich commandment s?”

The answer, “Thou shalt do no nurder, Thou shalt not commit adultery,
Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false w tness, Honour thy father and
thy nother: and, Thou shalt |ove they neighbor as thyself.”*

Whi ch conmandnents, then?

Why, the TEN COVMANDVMVENTS—+the Ten Commandnents as expounded and anplified
t hrough the entire NEW TESTAMENT. They were not done away at all

EVEN THE SABBATH?

Many are willing to accept Christ taught sonme of the Ten Commandnents.
But did He also teach His disciples to observe the “Jew sh” Sabbat h—Sat ur day
t oday—the seventh day of the week?
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Let’'s again look into the BIBLE to see.

As Jesus began Hi s preaching ministry, “he cane to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up: and, AS H'S CUSTOM was, he went into the synagogue ON THE
SABBATH DAY, and stood up for to read.”*®

He then preached to themfromthe book of |saiah to show He was the
prophesi ed Messiah and that they were hearing and seeing the very fulfill ment
of the prophecy THAT VERY DAY

W see, then, Christ’s customwas to observe and preach on the Sabbath
weekl y.

I n Capernaum He entered into the synagogue and taught.?'’

When He cane into H's own country, “when the Sabbath day was cone, he
began to teach in the synagogue..’'®

And Christ “taught them on the SABBATH DAYS. " '°

The sanme is true throughout the entire mnistry of Christ. He faithfully
observed every Sabbath day and taught the disciples to do so as well.

When asked about the observance of the Sabbath and how it shoul d be kept,
Christ replied, “THE SABBATH WAS MADE FOR MAN, and not man for the Sabbat h:
Therefore the Son of man is LORD ALSO OF THE SABBATH.”?°

That doesn't sound like it's a harsh | aw of bondage which Christ would
have to nail to His cross, does it?

Certainly not.

The Sabbath was MADE for man. But when was the Sabbath made?

And on the SEVENTH DAY God ended his work which he had nade; and
he rested on the seventh day fromall his work which he made. AND GOD
BLESSED THE SEVENTH DAY, and SANCTI FIED I T: because that in it he had
rested fromall his work which God created and made. ?*

The Sabbath was nmade when nan was made—-AT CREATION. It was a part of the
creation of GOD.

And it was just as vital and integral a part of the life of Jesus Christ
as it could possibly have been.

Christ, renenber, cane to magnify and nmake God’'s | aw even nore honorabl e—
not to nail it to the cross.

The Sabbath is the very center of Christ’s teaching and the day on which
He preached throughout Hi s mnistry.

THE SELECTING AND TRAINING OF A MINISTRY

As Christ carried out H's three and one-half year mnistry, He also
carefully selected and trained Hi s twel ve disciples who were to becone the
apostl es of the New Testament Church

Al t hough Christ’s nessage was clearly a nmessage of world-ruling
governnent, it very obviously was not a governnent which was to i nmedi ately be
set up.

It was the intention of Christ to establish H's Church and for IT to be
the instrunentality by which the gospel would go to the world.

Go ye therefore, and teach ALL NATIONS, baptizing themin [into]
the nane of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghost

[Spirit]: TEACHING them to OBSERVE ALL THI NGS whatsoever | have
comranded g/ou: and, lo, | amwth you always, even unto the end of
the world.*?

It has been over 1900 years since the foundation of Christ’s Church. His
government is not yet established upon the earth, but H s gospel is going
around the world as a witness to all nations before the end.?

If Christ neant what He said, and HE DI D, then sonewhere on earth TCODAY
is a work proclainng the very SAME MESSACGE whi ch Chri st brought—fulfilling the
very sane conmm ssion given to the first twelve apostl es.
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This chapter has discussed the very heart and core of Christianity—not
only the person and nane of Christ, but also THE MESSAGE HE BROUGHT, the way of
life He lived, and the training of H s disciples.

When t hat message and training was conplete Jesus Christ reached the hour
of Hs greatest trial —when He was to be offered as a sacrifice for the sins of
t he worl d.

CHRIST'S DEATH AND RESURRECTION

Three and one-half years after Christ began to preach saw the ful fill nment
of Daniel’s prophecy, “And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut
of f, but not for hinself.and in the nmidst of the week he shall cause the
sacrifice and the oblation to case.”? In prophetic tinmes, as we have seen, H s
mnistry lasted three and one-half years.

On April 25, 31 A D, the date of the Passover that year, Jesus Chri st
died a death of crucifixion on the stake.

For exactly three days and three nights He lay dead in a seal ed tonb. %
But early on Sunday norni ng, when the wonan canme to anoint H s body, HE WAS
ALREADY GONE. 2°

The Passover in the year 31 A D. fell on a WEDNESDAY. That is an absol ute
fact, and the Jew sh cal endar proves it. Christ was not crucified on a Friday
as so many assune.

Three days and three nights |ater nmeans Christ was raised fromthe dead
preci sely at sundown SATURDAY ni ght. For a conplete explanation of the death
and resurrection of Christ, wite for our free articles on the subjects of
Easter and the Resurrection.

The death of Christ is a recorded FACT of history. W have seen how Roman
records bear witness of His life and of H s death and of the establishnent of
Christianity as a way of life.

But there is only one source which goes further.

That is God's Holy Word, THE BI BLE.

In it is undeniable proof Jesus Christ was RAI SED FROM THE DEAD. In this
FACT lies the whole hope of Christianity. Just as surely as Jesus lived and
wal ked in Pal estine over 1900 years ago, three days after He was crucified He
was once again alive—not just nade alive, but raised to imortal life—spirit
life.

He becanme the firstborn fromthe dead. The summari zation of his mnistry
is, once again, rulership of the world—ot by human governnent, but by born-
again spirit beings changed fromnortal to imortal to rule with Christ on the
earth.

That is the nessage of Christ and the hope of a Christian.

This has been a thunbnail sketch of Christ’'s life, teachings, and death.
Under st andi ng this background is necessary for a study of Church history—after
all Christ was the Founder of the Church

Next we will see how that Church was started, what it believed, and how
t he gospel spread throughout the Roman enpire, and beyond, within thirty years
after Christ’s death.
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PART THREE
THE RISE AND DECLINE OF CHRISTIANITY
Chapter VIl

THE BEGINNING OF CHURCH HISTORY

Before Hi s ascension into heaven, Jesus Christ told Hi s disciples, “And,
behold, | send the prom se of ny Father upon you: BUT TARRY [wait] ye in the
city of Jerusalem until ye be ENDUED W TH PONER FROM ON HI GH. ”?

That power was GOD'S HOLY SPIRI T, which was sent to establish the Church
on the day of Pentecost.

The twel ve apostl es and about 108 others assenbled as Christ had
commanded. This was the begi nning of the NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH. 2

Qut of the thousands upon thousands who had heard Christ preach, who had
been healed by H m who had even been mraculously fed by Hm only 120 really
deeply grasped what He had said, and were there waiting as He had instructed.

GOD SENDS HIS SPIRIT
But through those 120 God began to H s Wirk and established H'S CHURCH.

And when the day of Pentecost was fully conme, they were all wth
one accord in one place. And suddenly there canme a sound from heaven
as of a rushing mghty wind, and it filled all the house where they
were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues [that is,
di vided among those in the room not forked like a snake' s tongue]
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them And they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost [Spirit], and began up speak w th other
t ongues [Ianguag;es, not unintelligible gibberish], as the Spirit gave
them utterance.

Wth this mracul ous and UNI QUE event, the Church was founded.

Few churches today realize the significance of this day—few even realize
what day it was.

It was THE DAY OF PENTECOST.

The DAY OF PENTECOST is one of God s annual HOLY DAYS listed in the
twenty-third chapter of Leviticus, and throughout the O d Testanent. Chri st
kept every one of these holy days during His lifetinme—and so did the disciples.

In fact, if they hadn’t been keeping the holy days, no one woul d have
been there to receive God’'s Spirit in 31 AD.

But they were there just as Christ had instructed. “And when the day of
Pentecost was fully cone,” Luke wites in Acts 2:1-+they were there keeping it.

But which day of the week was it?

{Publisher’s Note: This manuscript was prepared in 1967 when M.
Arnmstrong was still declaring Pentecost on Monday. In 1974 M. Arnstrong
nodi fied the nethod of declaring Pentecost. Prior to 1974, Pentecost was
counted from the weekly Sabbath that occurred during the Days of
Unl eavened Bread, excluding the first Sunday from the counting. In 1974
M. Arnstrong |earned that Pentecost should be counted including the
first Sunday in the count, but otherw se he naintained counting fromthe
weekly Sabbath occurring during the Days of Unleavened Bread. The full
details of this nodification cannot be presented here, so please consult
the June 1974 issue of the Good News magazine for nore information about
this nodification.

The original version of the next portion of this nanuscript
therefore showed Mnday as Pentecost according to the understandi ng of
the Church in 1967. However, the copy used in preparing this version had
Monday crossed out and Sunday witten in by hand. Presumably the author’s
intent was to correct the manuscript with the new information, so the

followi ng paragraphs have been prepared wusing the handwitten
nodi fi cations.}
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HOW TO COUNT PENTECOST?

Believe it or not, it was on a SUNDAY
That’ s right—Pentecost every year MJST fall on a Sunday.
Here is how to count this feast:

And ye shall count unto you FROM the norrow AFTER the sabbath,
from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven
sabbaths [that is, seven full weeks] shall be conplete: Even unto the
norrow after the seventh sabbath [week] shall ye NUMBER FI FTY DAYS,
and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the Lord.*

Anyone who can count to fifty can easily determine the correct day for
Pentecost. In fact, that is exactly what the word “Pentecost” means—count
fifty.” In the Add Testanent it was called the Feast of Firstfruits.

CGod instructed themto count from*“the norrow after the Sabbath.” The
Sabbath from which they were to count was the weekly Sabbath which fell between
the two annual holy days during the Days of Unl eavened Bread.

They were to count fifty days “fromthe norrow after {includes the
Sunday} the Sabbath.” That is, count fifty days starting with SUNDAY. Fifty
days starting with Sunday HAS TO BE a Sunday. Therefore, Pentecost falls on
Sunday every year. It is the only holy day which is counted. Al the others
fall on a set day of the nmonth, which, of course, means each year they would
fall on different days of the week.

Every year Jews fromall over the entire Roman enpire came to Jerusal em
to keep the feast of Pentecost—31 A D. was no different.?®

On this day, the Christian Church had its official beginning.

UPON WHOM WAS THE CHURCH BUILT?

Once again we cone to another great opposite. MIIlions who profess
Christianity believe Jesus Christ comm ssioned the Church to be founded upon
the apostle Peter.

Let’s once nore |l ook into Christ’s own statenents to see if that is what
He really said.

When Christ revealed to the disciples there would be a Church founded
after Hi s death and ascension to heaven, He told them

And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and UPON TH S ROCK
I will BULD MY CHURCH, and the gates of hell [hades, the grave]
shal | not prevail against it.®

Most churches today assume that Christ said He would build H' s Church
on Peter because the name “Peter” conmes fromthe Greek word, “petros,”
whi ch neans rock.
But a cl oser exam nation of the verse in the original Geek reveals
the word “petros” neans a little rock, a stone, or a pebble.
After addressing Peter, Christ said, “Upon this rock, Geek, “petra” |
WLL BU LD MY CHURCH.” This is a G eek word of the sanme root neaning, “rock”
but the different ending intensifies it. It means a huge mass of rock, a giant
boul der—ot a tiny piece of rock or a pebble as the word “petros” neans.
Christ was not saying He was building His Church on the little rock, the
apostle Peter. Rather, He was building it on a huge Rock. Wwo is that Rock?
Notice it plainly in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians:

Now therefore ye [the Church] are no nobre strangers and
foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household
of God; AND ARE BU LT UPON the foundation of the APOCSTLES AND
PROPHETS, JESUS CHRI ST HI MSELF BEI NG THE CHI EF CORNER STONE. ’

The CHURCH OF GOD i s not founded on a human bei ng, but upon JESUS CHRI ST
H MBELF. And not just the apostle Peter, but ALL the apostles formthe
foundation stones. And further, not just the apostles of the early New
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Test anent Church, but al so THE PROPHETS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT are the foundation
stones upon which the Church of God is built.

Christ today is the Chief Corner Stone of the Church—He is the |iving
Head of it. Notice Paul’s letter to the Col ossians, “And he [Christ] is before
all things, and by himall things consist. And HE | S THE HEAD OF THE BCODY, THE
CHURCH. " 8

The Church was not founded on a man—t is not headed by a nan. But the
living, resurrected Christ is the very foundation of and the Head of H's
Church—a Church He said He would never |eave or forsake, and one agai nst which
even the gates of hades—the grave—waould not prevail. It would never die out.

THE MINISTRY OF PETER

Wth the day of Pentecost, then, on Sunday, June 17, 31 A D., the New
Test anent Church began

Peter preached the first inspired sernmon on that very day. Wthin the
space of that one day of Pentecost, 3,000 people had been converted, and were
bapti zed. ®

The twel ve apostles (Matthias had been added to replace Judas who
betrayed Christ) began their active nministry right in Jerusal em

It was here the Church devel oped for several years. The Church grew by
| eaps and bounds within weeks. In addition to the first 3,000 who were baptized
on the day of Pentecost, there were 5,000 nmen who believed. Wth wonen al so
bei ng added, the Church in Jerusal em nust have grown rapidly to over 10, 000.

Through the apostles Christ performed mracul ous healings, gave H s
mnisters gifts to speak in foreign | anguages, and enpowered themw th gifts of
prophecy. “And the word of God increased; AND THE NUBMER OF THE DI SCI PLES
MULTI PLI ED I N JERUSALEM GREATLY; and a great conpany of the priests were
obedient to the faith.”*

Wthin the first year or two the Church nust have been well over thirty
or forty thousand in Jerusal em al one.

Christ had told the disciples, “But ye shall receive power after that the
Holy Ghost [Spirit] is conme upon you: and ye shall be w tnesses unto nme both in
Jerusalem and in all Judaea, and in SAMARI A, and UNTO THE UTTERMOST PART OF
THE EARTH. "2

Soon a great persecution arose in Jerusalemas a result of the new way of
life brought by Christ’s mnisters. Stephen was stoned to death. So Luke
records for us, “And at that tine there was a great persecution against the
Church which was a Jerusal em and THEY WERE SCATTERED ABROAD THROUGHOUT THE
REG ONS OF JUDAEA AND SAMARI A..M 13

And as Christ had directed, the gospel began to spread. Philip was sent
to Samaria where many were baptized. The apostles Peter and John went up and
| ai d hands on them for the reception of the Holy Spirit.

And the word of God continued to grow and nultiply.

Through a miracle recorded in the tenth chapter of Acts, God revealed to
Peter that He was making an opportunity for GENTILES to understand Hi s way, as
well as the Jews.

About that sane tine God called Saul, a young Jew sh persecutor who had
caused the Church a great deal of trouble. It would |ater be his responsibility
to take the gospel to the entire Gentile part of the Roman enpire.

THE OTHER APOSTLES

But what about the other el even apostles?

The book of Acts primarily discusses the ninistries of Peter and Paul . It
says very little about the other apostles of Jesus Christ.

We do know Christ told the apostles, “Go not into the way of the
CGentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: BUT go rather TO
THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF | SRAEL.”*
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It was God s purpose to use Paul to take the gospel to the Gentile Roman
enpire. The other apostles were to go to Israel. THEY KNEW then, where the
Lost Ten Tribes of Israel were. They undoubtedly went to them

Israel had settled in Northwestern Europe, Britain, and to the east in
Parthia. To these areas the other disciples carried Christ’'s nessage. Wite for
our free articles on where Israel is today, and “Wiere Did the Twel ve Apostles
Go?”

But since God did not choose to preserve their ninistries for us, we have
to understand early Church history fromthe book of Acts.

Peter was the apostle to the Jews; the others went to the Lost Ten
Tri bes. Paul preached to the dispersed Jews and to the Gentiles.

THE MINISTRY OF PAUL

W now cone to the active mnistry of the apostle Paul. Chviously, in a
work such as this, there is not tine or space to fully discuss the entire |ives
and works of the nmen God used to found H's Church and to carry the gospel to
the world. But to nake the story conplete, we need to at least briefly review
the story as revealed in the book of Acts.

After Paul was converted in the year 35 A D., he imediately departed to
Ar abi a where he was personal ly instructed by Jesus Christ.! Paul was being
prepared for a work just as big as any of the apostles, and Christ gave him
over three years of direct training just as the original twelve had.®

Wth the conversion of Cornelius, the first Gentile in the Church, the
way was open to take the gospel to the world.

Paul and Barnabas were sent to northern Syria and finally to Antioch. For
over a year the churches grew, and it was here the world began to first cal
Christ’s followers by the nane “Christian.”?'

Paul , after being ordained to apostleship in the Church, began his well -
known jour neys throughout the Roman enpire.

Everywhere he went churches were established—ainisters were ordai ned. *®

In the year 50 A D., and on the day of Pentecost—exactly nineteen years
after the foundation of the Church—God | ed the apostle Paul to carry the gospel
into Europe for the first tinme.

Prior to this, the mnisters had been limted to Asia. But in that year,
Paul crossed the Aegean Sea to Greece, and the gospel spread fromthere.

After returning to Jerusalemin the year 57 A.D., Paul was inprisoned in
Caesarea for nearly two years.? His appeal for trial at Rone was granted, ? so
he boarded ship for Rone in 59 A D

Here we see just how inportant the preparation of the Roman world was.
Paul, a Roman citizen, had the right of appeal to Rone. Wen on trial, he used
that right, and thereby was able to preach at Rome, renmmining there in his own
hired house for two year.?

Wth the year 61 A.D., the book of Acts cones to a close.

Thirty years of dedicated and zeal ous work by the apostles is all God
preserves in Biblical witings. But within thirty years, the gospel had spread
fromJerusalem to Samaria, to all Asia, and throughout the enpire. Scores and
scores of thousands nmust have been converted by this tinme. Christianity then
becane noticed in the enpire.

PERSECUTIONS SET IN

Up to the mid-sixty’'s A D., Christianity enjoyed a relatively free course
inthe enpire. It grew mracul ously.

O course, there were trials.

The Jews had Stephen stoned in about 34 or 35 A D

The apostle Janmes was killed by Herod about 43 A D., again as a result of
pressure fromthe Jews.

The apostle Paul was sonetines |let out of town by night, or protected in
an unknown honme as a result of Jew sh persecution
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But the Romans paid little attention to Christianity until well after
Paul s Roman i npri sonment.

By this time a nadman had becone Caesar at Rone—NERO

Everyone had read of the great fire at Rone in 64 A D. The fire, wthout
doubt, was started by Nero in his insanity. Wen in danger of being discovered,
he use the first scapegoats he could think of.

“These Christians,” Nero raved, “caused the fire. They want to burn down
our gods.” Christians by the scores, perhaps by the hundreds, were taken—any
martyred.

Here is how Tacitus describes the terrifying tines:

.But all human efforts, all the lavish gifts of the enperor, and
the propitiations of the gods, did not banish the sinister belief
that the conflagration was the result of an order. Consequently, to
get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the nost
exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abom nations, called
Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the nanme had its
origin, suffered the extrene penalty during the reign of Tiberius at
the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a nost
m schi evous superstition, thus checked for the nonent, again broke
out not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in
Rone..an arrest was first made of all who pleaded guilty; then upon
their information, an i mense nultitude was convicted, not so nmuch of
the crime of firing the city, as of hatred agai nst manki nd. Mckery
of every sort was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of
beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to
crosses, or were doomed to the flanes and burnt, to serve as a
nightly illumnation, when daylight had expired.

Nero offered his gardens for the spectacle, and was exhibiting a
show in the circus, while he mngled with the people in the dress of
a charioteer or stood aloft on a car. Hence, even for crimnals who
deserved extreme and exenplary punishnent, there arose a feeling of
conpassion; for it was not, as it seened, for the public good, but to
glut one man’s cruelty, that they were being destroyed.?®

Paul , havi ng been recogni zed as the | eader, was once agai n taken prisoner
and carried back to Rone. Here, in about the year 65 or 66, he was beheaded—the
common death for Roman citizens. But this did not happen until God, through
Paul , had firmy established Christ’s nessage throughout the enpire.

WHAT DID THE APOSTLES TEACH?

It is very plain in the book of Acts and the epistles of Paul that the
gospel went to the world.

But was it the very same gospel Christ preached?

Did Peter and Paul have di fferent nessages?

Did Paul found a new theol ogy?

Let’s look into the BIBLE and see.

First notice Paul’s own statenent regardi ng the gospel, and the
seriousness of preaching it correctly. “But though WE [all of God's mnisters]
or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we
have preached unto you, let himbe accursed.”? This is so inportant it is
repeated again in the next verse.

It certainly doesn’'t sound |ike Paul taught any ot her nessage than the
one taught to himby Christ, and the sane nessage every other mnister of Jesus
Chri st preached.

As the book of Acts begins, Christ confirns even again to the apostles,
“To whom al so he shewed hinself alive after his passion by many infallible
proofs, being seen of themforty days, and speaking of the things pertaining TO
THE KI NGDOM OF GOD..» »

The nessage of the entire book of Acts is the nmessage of the RESURRECTED
CHRI ST, the King of the Kingdomof God which is to be established on this
earth. Paul and Peter and all the apostles taught it—and they taught it just
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alike. In fact, Paul wote the church at Corinth, “Now | beseech you, brethren,
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, THAT YE ALL SPEAK THE SAME THI NG and
that there be no divisions anong you.”?®

When Janes and John first traveled to Samaria, “when they had testified
and preached the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusal em and PREACHED THE
GOSPEL in many villages of the Samaritans.”?

And the apostle Paul, on his first journey through Asia M nor, “PREACHED
THE GOSPEL.” “And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had
taught many, they returned to Lystra, and to lconium and to Antioch..?8

Just as Jesus Christ preached the GOOD NEWS, the gospel, to His
di sciples, so the disciples preached the sanme gospel, the same GOOD NEWS to the
wor | d.

DID THEY DO AWAY WITH THE LAWS AND THE SABBATH?

Many professing Christian denom nations readily admt that Jesus Chri st
kept God’'s Laws—even the Sabbat h.

But it is the common assunption of al nost everyone in the churches today
that the apostles did anay with the | aws, and especially the Sabbath. They
teach the early New Testanment Church nmet on Sunday, the first day of the week.

Let’'s again LOOK INTO THE BIBLE to see if this is so.

W have al ready seen, contrary to many theories, the Church was
establ i shed on the day of Pentecost—a Sunday. That was not at all the regul ar
day of worship, but an annual holy day or high day.

Then, on which day of the week did the apostles preach?

Since Paul is conmonly thought of as the one who taught the Gentil es not
to observe the “Jewish” laws, let’s see what he did in the Gentile cities. “But
when they departed from Perga, they cane to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into
t he synagogue ON THE SABBATH DAY, and sat down.”?°

Here is the apostle Paul in a Gentile city, nineteen years after the
foundation of the Church, entering into the synagogues to teach

“But,” sonme say, “that was to reach the Jews who nmet on the Sabbaths.”

Was it?

Notice this carefully. Later that sane day, “.when the Jews were gone out
of the synagogue, THE GENTILES besought that these words might be preached to
t hem THE NEXT SABBATH. " 3°

Here, surely, was Paul’s gol den opportunity to show the Gentiles they did
not need to keep the Sabbath, if it were nailed to the cross. But what happened
in Antioch in Pisidia?

“AND THE NEXT SABBATH DAY cane al nost the whole city together to hear the
word of God.”3
No, Paul did not do away with the Sabbath at all. He taught Jews and
Gentiles to keep it—he always kept it, week in and week out.

Noti ce again, “Now when they had passed through Anphipolis and Apollonia,
they cane to Thessal onica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: and Paul, AS H' S
MANNER WAS, went in unto them AND THREE SABBATH DAYS reasoned with them out of
the scriptures..”??

And again in Geece, “And he reasoned in the synagogue EVERY SABBATH, and
persuaded the Jews and the GREEKS. "%

The Church founded by Jesus Christ was, and still is, a Sabbat h-keeping
Church. Peter, Paul, James, John, and every other disciple of Christ kept it.
And this information is included here because so few have understood how to
even find the accurate history of the true Christian Church

Two vital keys we have discussed in chapters seven and ei ght are those of
the MESSAGE Christ preached, and which was carried to the world; and the LAWS
OF GOD, including the SABBATH DAY on which the Church worshi pped. These keys
| ead to the understanding of where God's true Church is and how to read about
it in history.
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THE FOUNDATION COMPLETE

At the conclusion of exactly thirty-eight years, the Church had conpl et ed
its FOUNDATI ON WORK. God allotted two ni neteen-year cycles for the gospel to go
to the world. It began at Jerusal em spread throughout Judea, then to Samaria
and to all Asia. That took exactly nineteen years.

And, as we have seen, nineteen year to the day after the Church began—en
the day of Pentecost in 50 A D.—+the gospel went to Europe. For nineteen nore
years the gospel spread to cities and vill ages.

Then Ronman persecution set it. Paul was kill ed.

The Church began to be scattered.

In the late sixty’s A D., the Jews rebelled against the Romans. Armies
marched into Jerusal em

But Christ had warned His Church of this tine, 3 and when they saw
Jerusal em enconpassed with armes they fled.

This took place in 69 A D., just shortly before Jerusalemwas brutally
destroyed by Titus, the Roman general, in 70 A D

At this point in history, the story of the Church is very difficult to
pi ck up. Eusebius records that nenbers of the true Church at the tinme were
cal |l ed Nazarenes. The Encycl opaedia Britannica, the eleventh edition, records:

Nazar enes, an obscure Jewi sh Christian sect [they were Christians
who kept the Sabbath, so the same Church as recorded in the book of
Acts] ... According to that authority [Panarion, xxix. 7] they dated
their settlenment in PELLA fromthe tinme of that flight of the Jew sh
Christians fromJerusalem imediately before the siege in A D. 70.%

The church in Jerusalemfled fromthe persecution of the Romans in 70
A.D. They fled to the small town of Pella to the northeast of Jerusal em

This concluded the spread of Christianity in any organi zed way as far as
we know from recorded history.

After Christianity began, it spread and grew mracul ously and
gigantically for thirty-eight years.

W now cone to the period in Church history which Jesse Hurl but calls,
“THE AGE OF SHADOWS. "3¢ It is the period which has nearly been lost to all
under st andi ng.

In the next and final chapter, we will see the reasons that this period
in history is ALMOST, but not quite, lost, and what really did happen in the
closing years of the first century A D
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PART THREE
THE RISE AND DECLINE OF CHRISTIANITY
Chapter IX

THE GREAT CONSPIRACY

Wth the death of the apostle Paul and with the Roman persecution on both
Christians and Jews, the whole tenure of Church history took a change.

Froma rapidly growi ng organi zation reaching into the scores and scores
of thousands throughout the enpire, the Church all of a sudden becones nearly
unheard of.

The next one hundred years becomes THE LOST CENTURY. The life of Christ,
the acts of the apostles are all spelled out in clear, easy-to-define terns.

But, fromthe destruction of Jerusalemuntil the mddle of the second
century, there is a great historical vacuum

But God did not |eave the world w thout w tness.

It can now be made plain what happened and WHY true knowl edge has been
hi dden.

The Bible actually does reveal what happened, and follows a step-by-step
exposé of A GREAT CONSPI RACY to stanmp out true Christianity in favor of a pagan
substitute—a substitute claimng the nane and authority of Christ, but
rejecting the nessage. In this chapter you will see how that great falling away
started, grew, and OVERTOXX the true way of GCod.

This is why this period in history is void of evidence. True history
woul d have recorded a W TNESS agai nst the conspiracy. But when the conspiracy
gai ned the upper hand, it stanped out as nuch recorded evidence against it as
possi bl e, and went on to becone what mllions have accepted as “Christianity.”

You will find the PLAIN TRUTH ABOUT THE “ AGE OF SHADOAS" npst reveal i ng.

SIMON MAGUS, THE FATHER OF HERESY

There is at | east one record which could not be stanped out. And that
record is the WORD OF GOD. The Almghty Creator inspired His servants to wite
the whole story of the plan to destroy true Christianity.

The New Testanent, corroborated by a great deal of material fromlater
religious and secular history, reveals an individual conmonly known as Sinon
Magus, and the father and FOUNDER of the falling away.

Hs first contact with God’s true mnisters is recorded in the book of
Acts, chapter eight. Let’s read about him As the context shows, Philip had
been sent to Samaria as the gospel began to spread from Judea:

But there was a certain man, called Sinon, which beforetine in the
same city used sorcery, and bewi tched the people of Samaria, giving out
that hinmself was sonme great one: To whom they all gave heed, from the
least to the greatest, saying, TH'S MAN | S THE GREAT PONER OF GOD.?!

Here we conme into contact with one of the nost influential men in the
entire eastern portion of the Roman enpire. This man, Luke reveals, was even
wor shi pped as the very power of God.

When he saw true miracles perforned by Philip, he knew this was a true
m ni ster of God. Luke plainly says Sinon hinself believed and was bapti zed. 2

The problemis that Sinon didn't REALLY REPENT—he did not receive the
Spirit of Cod.

And when he saw that through the |aying on of hands of God's ministers
the Holy Spirit was given, he tried to bribe Peter and buy the office of an
apostle. Notice it:

And when Sinon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’
hands the Holy Ghost [Spirit] was given, he offered them nopney,
Saying, G VE ME ALSO TH S PONER, that on whonsoever | |ay hands, he
may receive the Holy Ghost [Spirit].3
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Here was a man who by trickery and sorcery had deceived a whol e nation.
He was not about to relinquish that power and authority. He was a great pagan
H GH PRI EST of the ol dest religious systemon earth.

And when he saw that God’'s true Church had been set up, he tried to join
it and BUY the office of the mnistry.

SIMON NOT CONVERTED

However, God inspired Peter to see through this man’'s FALSE CONVERSI ON.
When Sinon offered noney to Peter to nmake himan apostle al so, Peter rebuked
Si non severely:

Thy noney perish with thee, because thou has thought that the gift
of God [the ministry, as well as God’s Spirit] nay be purchased with
noney. Thou hast NEI THER PART NOR LOT in this matter: for THY HEART
IS NOT RIGHT in the sight of God.*

Si non never repented at the correction of Peter. Instead, he grew bitter.

Yet, Sinon could see the truth. He could see Jesus was the Christ. And he
could see the power of Christ’s ministers. He could see huge crowds being
converted to this newreligion, Christianity.

He, then, since he couldn’t join, and he wouldn't repent, decided to
start HS OAWN RELI G ON. Before we get to that, though, let’s go back in history
and see what Sinon Magus believed-what the teachings of the Samaritan-
Babyl oni an type of religion really were.

Just as God had conpletely and thoroughly prepared the world for
Christianity, so SATAN al so had been PREPARI NG for the great COUNTERFEI T
RELI G ON.

BABYLONIAN MYSTERY SYSTEM

The Samaritans were an interesting people. They were |argely Babyl oni an
by race. The Bible tells us in Il Kings 17:26-31, that nost of the Samaritans
had been taken to Samaria from Babyl on and adj acent areas. After the Babyl oni an
captivity of Judah, Ezra wites there were others of Babyl oni an stock who came
to Samari a.

Then wrote Rehum the chancellor, and Shinshai the scribe, and the
rest of their conpanions; the Dinaites, the Apharsathchites, the
Tarpelites, the Apharsites, the Archevites, the Babylonians, the
Susanchites, the Dehavites, and the Elanites, and the rest of the
nati ons whom the great and noble Asnapper brought over, and set in
the cities of Samaria, and the rest that are on this side the river,
and at such a tinme.®

This m xture of peoples—targely influenced by the Babyl oni ans—never |eft
t hei r pagan Babyl oni an and Chal dean phil osophi es. However, they did accept a
great many of the teachings of Judaism The Samaritans were a great adm xture
of racial and religious backgrounds bound together by a partial belief in the
| aw of Moses and the pagan rituals of Babylon. The well known Church historian,
Adol f Harnack wites of them

Long before the appearance of Christianity, conbinations of
religion had take place in Syria and Palestine, ESPECIALLY IN
SAMARI A, in so far as the ASSYRIAN and BABYLONIAN religious
phil osophy.with its manifold interpretation, had penetrated as far as
the eastern shore of the Mediterranean.®

It is with this background that Sinon Magus devel oped his religious
system and had for many years been deceiving the Samaritan popul ace. Harnack
further states that Sinon Magus:

.proclaimed a doctrine in which the Jewish faith was strangely and
grotesquely mnmixed with BABYLONIAN MYTHS, together with some G eek
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additions. The nysterious worship.in consequence of the w dened
hori zon and the deepening of religious feeling, finally, the wld
syncretism [that is, blending together of religious beliefs], whose
aim however, was a UNVERSAL RELIGON, all contributed to gain
adherents for Sinon.’

Peter readily knew and understood the background and doctrines of this
pagan hi gh priest who had only recently “accepted” Christianity. Al so, Peter
recogni zed that he was “in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of
iniquity.”® And al though Sinmon began to CALL hinmself a “Christian,” Peter never
recogni zed himas a true and converted nenber of the Church and gave hima
stinging rebuke. But even this did not prevent Sinon fromcarrying out his own
pl ans.

THE ORIGIN OF THE BABYLONIAN RELIGION

To understand the conpl ex system of pagan nyths and superstitions, one
must go back to sone years after the Flood. There can be no question that al
forms of vile superstitions existed before the Flood. Things were so evil on
the earth that God was forced by the degeneracy of the human world He had
created to destroy them

And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is conme before ne;
for the earth is filled with violence through them and, behold, |
will destroy themwith the earth.®

However, it only took a few hundred years after the flood for Satan the
Devil to once again bring about a conplete and total SYSTEM OF RELIG ON to | ead
nmen astray.

The founder of the great Babyl onian nystery systemis well recognized by
all students of history. It first began with a woman nanmed Senmiranis. Semirams
was the wife of Cush, the grandson of Noah. Cush was not born until after the
Fl ood, but within a few score years after the flood the earth was beginning to
be popul ated with many people. Cush and Senmiram s conpletely turned their backs
on the laws of God and all owed t hensel ves to be used as instrunents of Satan
the Devil. There can be no doubt they had heard of the plan of God and knew of
the comi ng Messi ah—Noah was a preacher of righteousness. *°

But Semiram s was not about to accept God and God's way of life. She
began to teach her own son, Ninrod, howto establish power over other nmen. Here
is the beginning key to understand the conplete religious systemof nearly
every nation on the face of the earth today. It all began with N nrod.

And Cush begat N nrod: he began to be a nighty one in the earth.
He was a nighty hunter before the LORD, wherefore it is said, Even as
Nintod the mighty hunter before the LORD. ™

The Hebrew word which was translated “mighty” nmeans “tyrant.” And that is
not all. The Hebrew word “paniym” which was transl ated “before” should nore
properly be translated “against.” The correct translation of the verse should
read that Nintrod was a tyrant against the Eternal God. That is what his nother
Semiram s, taught himto be.

The Jewi sh historian, Josephus, says of this N nrod:

Now it was Ni nrod who excited themto such an affront and contenpt
of God. He was the grandson of Ham the son of Noah, a bold man, and
of great strength of hand. He persuaded them not to ascribe it to
God, as if it was through his neans they were happy, but to believe
that it was their own courage which procured that happiness. He al so
gradual I y changed the government into tyranny, seeing no other way of
turning men fromthe fear of God, but to bring theminto a constant
dependence on his power. He also said he woul d be revenged on God, if
he should have a mind to drown the world again; for that he would
build a tower too high for the waters to be able to reach! and that
he woul d avenge himsel f on God for destroying their forefathers!?*
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How pl ai n!

Ni nr od persuaded the people to follow himand build a tower to reach up
into the heavens as a synbol of unity and protection. He |ed the people to
believe it was their own courage and strength which brought about happi ness. He
persuaded t he people that he—N nrod—was the great provider. People, except for
a few faithful individuals of the line of Shem began to WORHIP Nimrod and the
“Great Mot her Goddess,” Semram s

Semirami s’ Babyl oni an nanme was |shtar, pronounced as we now pronounce
Easter. Ninrod was called Tammuz or Baal

THE PEOPLE FOLLOWED NIMROD

And as if this tyrannical government and worship of Ninrod and Seniranis
were not enough, Semirams finally persuaded her own son to nmarry her. Shocki ng—
but true. Semrams wanted to be the POMER behind the scenes. N nrod was the
instrunentality she used and the one who was able to persuade the people.

The Jerusal em Tar gum says:

.he [Ninrod] was a hunter of the children of nmen in their
| anguages; and he said of them ‘depart from the religion of Shem
[God’s truth], and cleave to the institutes of Ninrod.’*

Those who were obedient to God’s law, Nintod tried to hunt down and kill.
Since only a few were faithful to the aws of God, N nrod used the fear of
death to persuade nmen to worship him

The historian, Salverts, says of N nrod:

.There can be little doubt that Nimod, in erecting his power,
availed hinmself of.scientific secrets, which he and his associates
al one possessed. ™

Wth Nintrod and Sem ram s, began a MYSTERY SYSTEM of religion. The
wor ki ngs of Satan and his denons along with the conpl ete deception pronul gat ed
by these two w cked individual s began a conpl ete and t hrough SYSTEM whi ch has
| asted through thousands of years of tine.

After the death of Ninrod (he was killed by Shem, Semranis carried on
the newfound religion

She pictured herself as the virgin nother of the Savior, and told the
worl d she had borne a son who was to be the Savior. A conplete and tota
counterfeit of the virgin birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Chri st
was contrived two thousand years before Jesus Christ was ever born

To help her teach these lies to this world, Semiram s established a
religious priesthood. The priesthood grew in power and scope until it becane
the very heart and core of this religion system Over hundreds of years, it
devel oped nore and greater powers.

THE MYSTERY SYSTEM SPREADS

This religious-political systemspread from Babylon to all nations of the
world. Finally, after the Persians conquered the great Babyl onian enpire in 539
B.C., the headquarters of this great pagan religious system noved TO SAMARI A
But the system conti nued.

Si nron Magus was the great high priest of this very same religious
Babyl oni an system

When recogni zed by Peter as counterfeit, Sinon Magus conceived the idea
of founding a NEWRELIG ON. Using the nanme and many of the doctrines of the
true Christian Church, Sinon Magus | NTERM NGLED hi s pagan Babyl oni an
superstitions and doctrines, replacing themw th new nanmes and titles and using
Jesus Christ as the chanpion of this newfound religion

Shocking as it may seem by the end of the first century A D., Sinon
Magus and his counterfeit “Christian” religion had gained the preem nence and
far outnunbered the true followers of Jesus Christ.
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James Hastings wites of Sinon’s change in religion:

But it need not be supposed that when Sinon broke with the
Christians he renounced all he had learned. It is nobre probable that
he carried some of the Christian ideas with him and that he wove
these into a system of his own. This system did contain sone of the
gerns of later Gnosticism Thus, he becane a |eader of a retrograde
sect, perhaps nominally Christian and certainly using sone of the
Christian terminology, but in reality anti-Christian and exalting
Sinon hinself to the central position which Christianity was giving
to Jesus Christ.?®

SIMON MOVES TO ROME

Al t hough Sinobn Magus is a subject of great controversy in theol ogica
circles, there can be no doubt about what Justin Martyr wote concerning Sinon
in about 150 A.D. Fromthe Dictionary of Christian Biography we read:

VWhen Justin Martyr wote his Apology, the sect of the Sinonians
appears to have been fornidable, for he speaks four tinmes of his
founder, Sinon; and we need not doubt that he identified himwth the
Sinmon of the Acts. He states that he was a Sanaritan, adding that his
birthplace was a village called Gtta; he describes him as a
form dabl e magician, and tells THAT HE CAME TO ROVE in the days of
Cl audi us Caesar (45 A.D.), and made such an inpression by his nagical
powers, THAT HE WAS HONORED AS A GOD, a statue being erected to him
on the Tiber, between the two bridges, bearing the inscription
*Si moni Deo Sancto’ —The Holy God Sinon.’

Concerning the accuracy of this statenent, James Hastings says:

There is considerable force.in the plea of the editors of the
‘“Ante-Ni cene Library’ that this is ‘very slight evidence on which to
reject so precise a statement as Justin here makes; a statenent he
woul d scarcely have hazarded in an apol ogy addressed to Rone, where
every person had the means of ascertaining its accuracy. |f.he nmade a
nm stake, it must have been at once exposed, and other witers would
not have so frequently repeated the story as they have done.’

Thus, we can plainly see the headquarters of the pagan Babyl oni an
religious systemnow noves to Rome—the center of culture in the Roman enpire
and the world at this tinme. But it noves under a NEWNAME. No | onger was it

recogni zed as a Babyl oni an nystery system-+t had taken a new nane—
“Christianity.”

SIMON MAGUS, NOT SIMON PETER, AT ROME

It has been comon tradition in alnost all Christianity that the apostle
Peter eventually noved to Rone where he becane the chief apostle of the early
New Testament Church. There is absolutely no evidence in all Biblical history
that the apostle Peter was ever at Rone.

In fact, all evidence in the Bible denies even the presence of Peter in

Rone.

Certainly, Peter never went to Rone prior to the witing of the book of
Romans by the apostle Paul in 55 A D. If Peter had been at Rome, it woul d have
been a great offense and effrontery to his ministry for Paul to wite such a
strong rebuke to the Church as he did. No, Sinon Peter was never at Ronme. The
Encycl opaedia Biblica plainly states:

The attenpt has been made to neet this by pointing out that church
fathers nmention the presence of SIMON in Rone while at the sane tine
NOT speaki ng of controversies between him and PETER This is indeed
true of Justin [one of the earliest w tnesses], |IN ROVE AT ALL.!®

49



Plainly, it was Sinon Magus—not Sinon Peter—who noved to Rone. He noved
the whol e fal se systemof “Christianity”—the fal se nanes, the added pagan
doctrines, everything—with him

And not only did he nove hinself and his headquarters to Rone, but
t hrough a whol e priesthood and ministry he preached his doctrines and
conspiracy around the entire enpire—ust as God' s true ninisters preached
t hroughout this entire period.

Certainly, Sinon Magus is appropriately named in Church history as THE
FATHER OF HERESY.

A FALLING AWAY

There is no doubt the influence of Sinon Magus was well known by the true
m nisters of God. Undoubtedly, the very reason Luke records so nuch about Sinon
in the eighth chapter of Acts is that Luke recognized his great influence while
in Rome about 60 A D. Sinon Magus had al ready been in Ronme sone fifteen years
at the tinme of the apostle Paul’s inprisonnent.

Even many years before, the apostle Paul wrote to the Thessal oni an
chur ch:

For THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY DOTH ALREADY WORK: only he who now
letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall
that Wcked be reveal ed, whom the Lord shall consune with the spirit
of his nmouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his com ng:
Even him whose coming is AFTER THE WORKI NG OF SATAN with all power
and signs and |lying wonders, And wth all deceivableness of
unri ghteousness in them that perish; because they received not the
| ove of the truth, that they night be saved.?!®

Si nron Magus had begun to deceive even converted individuals who should
have known better than to believe his lies. Yet he had great and trenendous
powers of nystic and nagical arts which caused thousands to follow him So
i mportant was this man and his influence in the early New Testanent Church that
t he apostl e Paul WARNED t he Church to BEWARE of himand not to follow his
mystery religious systemcalled by a “Christian” title.

This nman was used here in Il Thessal onians as a very type of the |ast and
final end-time GREAT FALSE PROPHET who will deceive mllions prior to the
SECOND COM NG of Jesus Christ to this earth. There is, living on earth today, a
great high priest of a religious systemwho believes and teaches exactly the
same as his prototype—Si non Magus. The apostle Paul clearly records that this
system-by the 50"s A D.—was al ready worKking.

THE CHANGING TIMES

As the years passed, tinmes changed. W have al ready read about sone of
the persecutions of Nero and a great nartyrdomin the nid 60°'s A D., which even
brought about the death of the apostle Paul. After his death, only a few years
passed before the Romans narched agai nst Jerusal em causing the Church to flee.
Christians had to nmake a decision. Many lost their lives in martyrdom remaini ng
faithful to the God they had proved existed, and to H's Son in whomthey knew
they woul d obtain sal vation

Undoubt edl y, nmany ot hers gave in. The true Church of God began to vani sh.
By the 80's A D., the apostle John recorded how Di otrephes, a false ninister
masquer adi ng under the title of a true mnister of God, had gai ned such contro
of the Church that he was actually forbidding true and converted church nenbers
to attend services.

| wote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the
preem nence anmong them receiveth us not. Werefore, if | cone, |
will remenber his deeds which he doeth, prating against us wth
mal i ci ous words: and not content therewith, neither doth he hinself
receive the brethren, and FORBIDDETH THEM that would, and casteth
them out of the church.?°
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Al nost every one of the later epistles witten in the New Testament
contains an adnonition or warni ng agai nst this GREAT CONSPI RACY with had
arisen. God has not left us without a wtness and war ni ng.

Even Jude had to wite:

Bel oved, when | gave all diligence to wite unto you of the common
salvation, it was needful for me to wite unto you, and exhort you
that ye SHOULD EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH WH CH WAS ONCE
DELI VERED UNTO THE SAINTS. For there are certain nmen crept in
unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemation
ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into LASCl VI OQUSNESS
[permi ssion to do as you please], and denying the only Lord God, and
our Lord Jesus Christ.?

Wth their doctrines perverting the true know edge of God s ways, and
with their false nanes and titles of Christianity, Sinon Magus and his
pri est hood succeeded in gaining nore followers than true Christianity.

There can be no doubt that Sinmon Magus and the whol e religious system he
taught wielded a great deal of influence in the latter part of the first
century A D

But working at the sane tinme were other systens which would contribute
phi | osophi es and doctrines to the counterfeit system which woul d masquer ade
under the nane of “Christianity” for the next 2,000 years.

CERINTHUS IN THE EAST

Whil e Sinon Magus headquartered in Rone in the west and proclained his
doctrine and religion to the enpire, there was also a man in the east who was
conspiring against God’'s true Church

This man was Ceri nt hus.

O his birth and origin little is known for certain. Sone believe he was
a Jew by religion and by nation.? Qhers believe he was of Egyptian origin and
educated in Al exandra.?

But in all Iikelihood, Cerinthus was a Samaritan just as Sinon Magus was.
Samaritans constantly called thensel ves Jews when it was to their advantage, as
Josephus points out.? And there were Samaritans who studied in Egypt. But his
originis not inportant enough at this point to discuss further here.

What is inmportant is to know what influence he and his teachings had on
early Christianity.

Just as the first witers of Church history in the second century
recorded a witness agai nst Sinon Magus, so they al so wote agai nst Cerint hus.

H ppl ytus wote, “Cerinthus..determ ned that the world was not nmade by the
first God, but by certain angelic power. And this power.knows not the God [that
i s] above all things.”?

And Tertullian said concerning the beliefs of Cerinthus: “Affirm ng that
the Law was given by angels: representing the God of the Jews as not the Lord,
but an angel .”?®

Again, Hi pplytus wote that Cerinthus taught: “After Jesus’ baptism
Christ came down in the formof a dove upon H mfromthe.Father.and.at the
concl usi on of the passion, Christ flew away from Jesus...?

And it that were not enough of a strange doctrine about God and Chri st,
Cerint hus taught:

.that the kingdom of Christ would be on earth, and being fond of
his body and very carnal he dreanmt of a future according to his own
desires, given up to the indulgence of the flesh, that is, eating and
drinking and marrying, and to those things which seem a euphemnm sm for
these things, feasts and sacrifices and the slaughter of victins.?
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Yet, in spite of these weird doctrines, Cerinthus had a certain influence
in early Church history. He apparently observed the Sabbath and taught that the
exanpl es of Jesus should be foll owed.

Most Church historians readily believe that some of what Paul and even
John wrote in their epistles was to conbat the heresy of this unusual man.

Hi s inmport to a student of Church history is that he provides a bridge
for Eastern Ghosticismto unite with the Giosticismof later tines.

MITHRAISM, ANOTHER COUNTERFEIT

Anot her religious system which spread throughout the Roman enpire at the
sane tine as Christianity was the Eastern Persian religion called Mthrai sm
Jackson and Lake record:

Mthraism had originated in Persia at a renote period, but was
wi despread in Asia Mnor during the last three centuries before the
Christian era.?

This Eastern religion was also a part of Satan’'s great preparation for
Christianity. In theory, ritual, and practice, it had already counterfeited the
central ideas of Christianity. According to the Encycl opaedia Britannica, some
of the tenets and concepts of Mthrai smare:

Mthras was born of a rock, the narvel being seen only by certain
shepherds, who brought gifts and adored him.Mthras was.the creator
of life.Ahriman sent a deluge, from which one man escaped in a boat
with his cattle. Finally a fire desolated the earth, and only the
creatures of O mzd escaped. Mthras, his wrk acconplished,
banqueted with the Sun for the last time, and was taken by himin his
chariot to the habitation of the inmortals, whence he continued to
protect the faithful.3°

Wth a pagan twi st, the true teachings of God were perverted by Mthras
and the religion founded by him

There was a priesthood. The Encycl opaedi a Britanni ca states:

The Mthraic priest, sacerdos of antistes, was sonetinmes also of
the degree of PATER Tertullian (De praescr. haeret. 40) calls the
chief priest summus pontifex, probably the pater patrum who had
general supervision of all the initiates in one city.Each day of the
week was narked by the adoration of a special planet, the SUN being
the nost sacred of all.®

This has quite an amazing simlarity to what |ater devel oped i nto what
was called the “Christian” church. Yet, these custons and practices were NEVER
adopted by the one and only true Church of God. The spread of sects and schisns
who fell away or were influenced by these great pagan systens incorporated both
Gnostic and Mthraic custonms and doctrines. Some of the nobst recent studies of
M thraismconfirma close association of term nologies with early Christianity
and Mthraism

But even though Mthraismdid present itself as a serious rival to
Christianity and has |eft throughout Europe material evidence of its
presence in every corner of the enpire where the arny set up canmp—and
the other Graeco-Oriental religions seemto have attracted even nore
attenti on—the frugal Roman religion continued throughout to maintain
a firmhold on the mnds of nen. Probably the best evidences for this
are the many conpromises with its practices and concepts which found
expressi on WTH N CHRI STI AN TY. 3%

Witers fromall sources recogni ze these anci ent pagan docunents and
traditions of the ancient Babyl onian nystery systemfound their way into
Christianity. There can be little doubt that a great conspiracy did wield a
trenmendous influence late in the first century A D. But, perhaps the GREATEST

| NFLUENCE of all was the entire system of GNOSTI Cl SM of which Sinbn Magus was a
part.
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THE GNOSTICS

A study of Gnosticism becones a study of nmany di fferent branches and

phi | osop
concl usi

But
many Gno
are the

1.

To

hies. Nearly every witer who researches the subject draws different
ons. Here is what sone witers say about Ghosticism

In logical order we ought to begin by defining Grosticism.a point
on which witers on the subject are not agreed.*

No question, however, has nore perplexed historians than that
which refers to the direct origin of Ghosticism?3

Defining Grosticism is an extraordinarily difficult task, since
nmodern witers use the termto cover a wide variety of speculative
religi ous phenonmena. *

inreality, Gilosticismis not that hard to define. Although there are
stic sects, there are nunerous features they all have in comon. Here
mai n principles of Grosticismeven though divided anbng many groups:

Al sects attenpted to explain the origin of the universe and the
origin of evil. Al viewed the universe in sonme way as DUAL—full of
good and evil. Dualismalso has to do with the pagan doctrine of the
imortality of the soul and the nortal body.

Al were blends of Oriental theosophy with Hellenic philosophy, with
bl ends of nany other religions added in.

Al'l reasoned that since God is good, and the world is evil, God did
not create the world, but rather sonme inferior power.

They all believed they had all know edge (gnosis) which others did not
have. They believed Christians only had faith; Gnostics had faith
AND “reveal ed” know edge.

They all separated thensel ves from Church authority, although Giostics
first met with Christians whenever possible.

Al had the sane formof the Oriental “Geat Mther” worship—a
parallel with Mariolatry today. “In alnpst all systens an inportant
part is played by the Great Mther."3%

Most Gnhostic phil osophies had a system of sacraments. The
Encycl opaedia Britannica states, “The Giostic religion.is above al
things A RELI G ON OF SACRAMENTS and nysteries..Ghostici smintroduced
for the first tinme into Christianity a whole nass of sacranental,
mystical ideas..”®

classify these different Ghostic phil osophies and sects is not

i nportant. Gnosticism obviously, is a religion of denons and is in chaos. What
we need to understand is the true origin of Grosticismand what, if any,

beari ng

it mght have had on Christianity.

THE ORIGIN IS CLEAR

There can be no doubt there was a PRE- CHRI STI AN GNOSTI CI SM  And secondl vy,

t here ca

n be no doubt that Gnhosticismwas not Jewi sh, BUT SAMARI TANl These two

keys answer the “when” and “where” of the origin of Grosticism This is perhaps

best exp

| ai ned by M dintock and Strong:

Ever since the conquests of Al exander the Geat, an intense
i nterest had been felt throughout Asia M nor and Egypt in Hellenistic
phi |l osophy and Oriental theosophy.The result was that, near the tine
of the first promulgation of Christianity, a nunber of new systens of
religious philosophy sprung up independently in different countries,
and exhibited sinmilar characteristics. They were usually formed by
incorporating with the national religion what seemed attractive
elenents in foreign systenms, and softening down what was harsh and
incredible in the popular faith and worship. In this way we discover
a nearly simultaneous origin of the Judaistic philosophy at
Al exandra, of Essenism and Therapeutism in Egypt and southern
Pal estine, of the Cabbalistic literature in Syria and the East, and
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of New Platonism among the Hellenistic nations. THESE WERE ALL
OFFSHOOTS FROM THE SAME GENERAL ROOT, and not necessarily deriving
anything ori %i nal, but unquestionably drawi ng nuch assistance from
one anot her.?

As was already nentioned, Satan was equally prepared for Christ and the
gospel . Certainly, God would not |et Satan destroy the truth. But Satan did al
he could to confuse and decei ve those who woul d believe. Hi s preparati on was
thi s whol e pagan system headquartered out of Samaria. As early as 33 A D. (the
probabl e date of Sinon Magus' baptisn), Satan tried to infiltrate true
Christianity.

When this first infiltration did not work, the solution was to forma new
gr oup—whi ch Si non Magus i nmedi at el y began.

Concerning this preparation in pre-Christian tinmes, the Encycl opaedi a
Britanni ca states:

Thus the essential part of npbst of the conceptions of what we call
Ghosticism was already in existence and fully devel oped BEFORE the
rise of Christianity.?

And further:

..The accounts given of Sinmon Magus, Menander and Dositheus
[Sinon’s teacher], who have becone alnost nythical, at |east prove
that in Syria Glostic tendencies made their appearance at an early
peri od. 4°

Thus, we see Gnostici sm devel oped through Sinon Magus and Sanari a—ot
Judea. Notice it:

Sinmon’s doctrines were substantially those of the Giostics, and he
is not without reason regarded as the first who attenpted to engraft
theurgy [the science of conpelling a supernatural power to refrain
from doing something] and egotism of the Magian philosophy upon
Christianity.*

Even Justin Martyr wote of Gnosticism Sinon, and his doctrines:

.after Christ’s ascension into heaven the devils put forward
certain nen who said that they thenmselves were gods..There was a
Sanmaritan, Sinon.And alnost all the Samaritans, and a few even of
ot her nations, worship him and acknow edge himas the first god..??

Justin Martyr recognized Sinon to be the first Ghostic—he nentions himto
be the first god.

Certainly, nearly every study on Gnhosticismleads back to Sinmon Magus—at
| east in part.

That ought to nmake plain the origin of Grosticismwas certainly pre-
Christian—but that its devel opment paralleled Christianity. Now we need to see
what influence it had on the early true Christian Church

THE GNOSTICS GAIN INFLUENCE

Now t hat we have seen the proper origin of Grosticismin Samaria under
Si nron Magus, we can better understand exactly what happened in the late first
century A D.

But how did Grhosticisminfluence Christianity? That is the question that
now needs to be answer ed.

A very inportant fact about Grosticismwas witten by the German schol ar,
Li psi us, which shows the devel opnent of Ghosticismis simlar to a curve which
began only slightly “off” fromthe truth, diverged far out, and finally
returned close to Christianity.* But by this time “Christianity” was not the
original Christian Church founded by Jesus Christ—t was the beginning of a
great universal or CATHOLI C system

But Gnosticismfinally approached the teachings of the Catholic Church
Notice it fromMddintock and Strong: “.finally, under the Marcionites, the

54



Gnostic specul ation approxi mates very nearly that of the nore liberal CATHOLIC
TEACHERS. ” 44
So, al though Gnosticismwas a conbi nati on of religions and phil osophy in
background, it soon forned a religion of its own. Wat Ghosticism becanme was a
DEVI ATION fromthe truth. Wen the Giostics cane in contact with true
Chri sti ans—begi nning with Sinmon Magus—they found sinilarities to their own
system Renenber, we have already seen how Satan the Devil organized this
counterfeit systemlong prior to Christianity. Ghostic teachers recognized this
simlarity. Notice it:
When these Gnhostics, WTH THEI R SYSTEM READY MADE, | ooked into the
New Testanent they could easily find it all there, since they only
sought for points to which they might attach it.*

They wornmed their false systeminto the Church. The apostle Paul warned
the Church to be aware of this when he nentioned the systemof iniquity which
we have already read of in Il Thessal onians, chapter two. Paul warned the
Ephesi an elders to watch out for the sane systemin the twentieth chapter of
Acts. And by the tinme of the epistles of John and Jude in the late first
century, they both warned true Christians to beware of the conspiracy which had
already risen to great power in some areas. Masqueradi ng under the nane of
“Christian,” Sinmon Magus and his Gnhostic religion had gained an i nmoveabl e
f oot hol d.

These Ghostics for the nobst part had no intention of separating
fromthe rest of the church, and establishing distinct comunities of
their own.they were for UNITING WTH THE ORDI NARY CONGREGATI ONS, and
establishing in connection with them a kind of theosophic school of
CHRI STI AN MYSTERI ES. %°

Do you see the connection?

The Gnostics wanted control of the Church—and when they gained their
foothold, they brought in their nystery religious systemwith its NEWTI TLES—
now known as “Christian.” Now, let's see howthis affected the early New
Test anent Church.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF HERESY

Wth its newtitles, Grosticismnust have spread rapidly throughout the
Roman enpire. There can be no doubt the true mnisters of God readily
recogni zed the dangers of this systemand left us a WTNESS and TESTI MONY of
its rising influence. The apostle Paul began his first letter to the evangeli st
Tinmothy by warning him “Neither give heed to fables and endl ess geneal ogi es,
whi ch minister questions, rather than godly edifying which is in faith.?

Al nmost all Bible scholars recogni ze Paul was warning Tinmothy to beware of
the Gnostic systemof explaining the origin of the universe through geneal ogi es
and endl ess ages and eons. Al of this profited nothing—+t only brought about
guestions. Notice especially how he ended this first epistle to Tinmothy, “O
Ti ot hy, guard what has been entrusted to you. Avoid the godless chatter and
contradictions of what is falsely called know edge. " *®

Notice it. Paul warns Tinothy to avoid the godl ess chatter, or as the
King James version translates it, “profane and vain babbling,” of those who had
a FALSE know edge. The Greek word “gnosis” is translated “know edge” in
English. This is the sane exact root word from which the word “Gnostic” cones.
As Mansel points out in his Giostic Heresies, “In the First Epistle the
heretical teaching is distinctly nentioned under its own nane—pseudo-
nunosgnosi s, ‘ know edge falsely so called.’”*

Since Paul was the one who warned of both a falling away and FALSE
TEACHERS whi ch were to enter with a systemof iniquity and nystery, it is only
| ogical Paul would in his last letters (I and Il Tinothy) warn of that system
But Paul’s last letters were witten in the md 60's A D
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The later witings of Peter, John, and Jude are even nore concrete in
their warning of the systemwhich was beginning to work its way into
Christianity yet in Paul’s day.

The apostle Paul wote in the late 70's A D.:

But there were fal se prophets al so anong the people, even as there
shall be FALSE TEACHERS anong you, who privily shall bring in
damabl e heresies, even denying the Lord that brought them and bring
upon thensel ves swi ft destruction. Many shall follow their pernicious
ways; by reason of whom they way of truth shall be evil spoken of.
And through coveteousness shall they wth feigned words nake
mer chandi se of you: whose judgnment now of a long time lingereth not,
and their damation slumbereth not.*°

What systemwas there at this tinme in history which was trying to bring
into God’s Church its heresies?

The only possible answer is that sone branch of Gnosticism Mthraism or
the followers of Sinon Magus had gai ned nuch infl uence.

We have already seen in the witings of John and Jude how late in the
first century the warning was still being nade to God’s true Church to beware
of these conspirators. W also saw in the book of Il John how Di otrephes had
gai ned such control of some church congregations that he was actually
forbidding the true brethren to even enter into the Church.® And we saw how
Jude adnoni shed those to whom he wote to “earnestly contend for the faith
whi ch was once delivered.”>

The point to enphasize here is that in spite of the fact that the
conspiracy gai ned the upper hand toward the end of the first century, there WAS
STILL A TRUE CHURCH VWH CH DI D NOT EMBRACE THE M NI STERS OR THE TEACHI NGS COF
GNOSTI CI SM AND THE GREAT CONSPI RACY

THE CONCLUSION OF THE FIRST CENTURY

We now cone to the end of the first century A .D. W have seen the
begi nni ng, the devel oprment, and the spread of true Christianity throughout the
enpire. W have seen a conplete and thorough preparation of the whole world for
t he Church founded by Jesus Chri st.

But we al so saw how the prophets and apostles were only the FOUNDATI ON of
the Church. The Church was founded and built upon Jesus Christ, as the Chief
Cor nerstone, and was to conti nue BU LDl NG

Christ promsed, “.1 will build nmy church; and the gates of hell [hades,
the grave] shall not prevail against it.”® The Church of Jesus Christ was not
to die. The Church founded by Jesus Christ was not to drift astray, enbracing
pagani sm and the anci ent Babyl oni an nystery system Upon conmi ssioning His
Church to preach the gospel to the world, He pronised, “I amwth you Al ways,
EVEN UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD. " °*

And the apostle Paul records, “Let your conversation be w thout
covet ousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he [Christ] hath
said, | will never |eave thee, nor forsake thee.”>

The Church founded upon Christ and built upon the foundation of the
apostl es and prophets, was to continue under the direct guidance and
i nspiration of Jesus Christ. That Church has continued through the centuries,
and it can be found on earth today.

But Satan the Devil also founded his system

We saw how that mystery systembegan with Semiranmis and her illegitimte
son- husband, N nrod, not many years after the Flood which destroyed al
manki nd. Soon after the establishnment of Jesus Christ’s Church, Satan the Devil
infiltrated, took the names and titles of Christianity, and applied themto the
same ol d ancient nystery system he had al ways used. You have seen through the
pages of this work just exactly how that systemrose and finally succeeded in
gaining a greater nunmber of followers than true Christianity.
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A GREAT CHANGE IN THE CHURCH

Every witer of Church history has not failed to notice the trenendous
change in the entire structure of the Church in the second and third centuries
A D.

There was never a change in the one true Church of Jesus Christ. The
hi story of that Church is accurately preserved and recorded in the four gospe
accounts of Christ’s life and the book of Acts, supplenented by all of the
epi stles of Paul and the others whose works are preserved in the God-inspired
New Test anment of the Bible.

But the church of history which is later called “Christian” is NOT the
same Church teaching the sanme gospel as the gospel Christ brought, which was
preached around the world by H s apostles.

Notice this amazing quote fromA C. MGffert:

The change from the original condition of things was STUPENDOUS,
but the process by which the change was wought was gradual and
entirely natural, as has been seen.®®

Yes, there was a change—a traumatic change. There is a vast difference
between the original Christianity of the Bible and the “Christianity” of the
hi story books. The change fromoriginal conditions was stupendous!

YOU CAN KNOW

But you no | onger need to be indecisive or in doubt. You have seen the
establ i shnment of the gospel and the one and only TRUE CHURCH of Jesus Christ as
revealed in God's word. You have checkpoints. If anyone really wants to search
for the truth, God has left a recorded witness, both in H's Wrd and in secul ar
hi story.

If you have read carefully, you have undoubtedly noticed the rea
foll owers of Jesus Christ—the true Christians—all but conpletely drop out of
the witings of Church historians as the end of the first century approached
and certainly by the beginning of the second century. But you now have the KEYS
which will guide you to RECOGNI ZE where CGod’ s Church has been in history—-and
will lead you to a neans of finding where that Church is today!
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A GLOSSARY OF CHURCH HISTORY TERMS

AMBROSE (340-397 A.D.): The earliest of the Latin Fathers, the bishop of Mlan. He is best known
for this comentaries on the dd Testanent and for his influence in bringing Augustine into
the Catholic Church.

ANTI - NI CENE FATHERS:

Justin Martyr Cyprian Oigen

| renaeus Cai us Commodi anus
Her mas Novati an Muni cuns Fel i x
Tati an Gregory Thaumat ur gas Lact anti us

At henagor as Di onysi us the G eat Hi ppol yt us
Theophi | us Julius Africanus Cunobi us

Cl ement of Al exandra Met hodi us Tertullian

ANTI NOM ANl SM The term neans “against law.” It was coined by Luther in 1527 to stignatize the
teaching that Christians were under grace and had no need for the Law.

APOCRYPHA: The nane given to several books clainmed to be missing fromthe Bible. The word often
refers to the seven books which the Roman Catholic church places on a level with the Bible:
Tobi as, Judith, | and Il Maccabees, The Book of W sdom Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, and certain
additions to Esther and Daniel.

ARCESI LAUS (316-241 B.C.): G eek philosopher of the Socratic nmethod. He was opposed to the Stoics
and mai ntai ned that man coul d not know anything and nust, therefore, be satisfied with
probability. Arcesilaus wote nothing and is noted for his clearness of thought and facility
of speech.

ARI ANl SM  School of thought founded by Arius in the fourth century A D. It was strongly opposed
to the doctrine of the divinity of Christ. Arius nmmintained that there was a ti ne when the
Son was not, therefore, the Son could not be eternal or equal wth God.

ARI STOTLE (384-322 B.C.): Ancient G eek philosopher who influenced the thinking of many of the
early Church Fathers, especially Thomas Aqui nas.

ASCETI CI SM Ri gorous self denial of self discipline. Asceticismhad been practiced fromthe tines
of the ancients and can take the formof a religion. Sone forns of primtive asceticismare:
fasting, denial of sexual drives, self infliction of pain, nutilation.

AUGUSTI NE (354-430 A.D.): Considered one of the greatest of the Catholic Church Fathers. His
writings established many of the Church’s doctrines and al so the Catholic views on sex.

BARBABAS (Epistle): One of the apocryphal books of the New Testanent. It stood at the end of the
Codex Sinaiticus as a sort of appendix to the New Testanent. The epistle is sonetines
ascribed to the apostle Barnabas, but internal evidence nakes this assunption inpossible. It
is nore reasonable to assune it was fathered by the Al exandrian Church, where it also had
its greatest authority.

BASI LI DI ANS: A heretical sect founded by Basilides which appears to have died out after the
fourth century. Their philosophy seens to have been a tangent of Oiental dualismwhich
| ater produced the religious system of Manicheism

BOETHUSI ANS: A Jewi sh sect founded by Boéthus in rejection of the Torah. The sect is closely
related to, if not a devel opnent of the Sadducees. The Sadducees were the political and the
Boét husi ans the religi ous opponents of the Pharisees.

CASSI ANUS (?360-?435 A.D.): A nonk of the fifth century, one of the first founders of nonastic
institutions in western Europe. He founded the doctrine of Sem -Pel agi anism a doctrine
strongly opposed to that of Augustine. Sem -Pel agi ani sm contends while nman is by nature
sinful, he has some good in him and that while the imediate gift of God's grace is
necessary to salvation, conversion nay al so be begun by the exercise of man's wll.

CATHOLIC. The termoriginally neant wholly or entirely. Mdern usage now renders it as a nenber
of the Roman Catholic Church, or pertaining to a universal belief or Church.

CATHOLI C EPI STLES: A term applied to those books of the New Testanent not addressed to any
specific group of people, but to the Church as a whole. Usually refers to the epistles of
Peter, Janes, John and Jude.

CERINTHUS (circa 100 A D.): A heretic of the first century. He taught a m xture of Judai sm
Christianity, and Gnosticism He lived principally in Palestine, Syria, and Asia M nor.
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CHRYSOSTOM (345-407 A.D.): Known as “Col denmout h” because of his speaking ability. He was the
nmost famous of the Greek Church Fathers. He served as an archbishop in the Catholic Church
at Constantinople. He was nartyred because he woul d not | ower his noral convictions.

Cl CERO (106-143 B.C.): Geat orator and phil osopher of Rome. His prime concern was hunan
cooperation. He believed that there was a divine elenent in every human being, therefore all
human bei ngs are essentially equal.

CLEMENS OF ALEXANDRA (?155-?217 A.D.): Greek theol ogian and head of the catechetical school of
Al exandra. He is not very well known because his student, Oigen, did much nore witing, but
they both believed the sane things. Cenen’s main contribution was that of tying all the
religious beliefs together into a unified religion by philosophies.

CLEMENT OF ROVE: One of the “Apostolic Fathers,” and third successor to the papacy after Peter,
according to Irenaeus. He is best known by his only surviving work, the Epistle to the
Church of Corinth, which is one of the nobst inportant documents of the subapostolic age.

CONSTANTI NE (272-337 A.D.): The first professing Christian enperor of the Roman enpire and was
largely responsible for the turning point in the history of the Catholic Church in its rise
from persecution on to official domand dom nance.

DI DACHE: “The Teaching of the Lord by the Twel ve Apostles to the Gentiles.” This is a work
di scovered in Constantinople anong renmains of early Christian literature. It clainms to
reflect the style and method of Christian teaching in the age i mediately succeeding that of
the apost| es.

DI O CASSI US (?150-?235 A.D.): Ronman historian noted particularly for this work on the | ast years
of the republic and the early enpire.

DI OCLETI AN (245-313 A.D.): Roman enperor from 284-305 A D. He effected an adm nistrative and
financial reorganization of the Roman enpire and ordered the | ast great persecution of the
Christi ans.

DI ONYSI US EXI GUUS (?-?445 A.D.): Ronman theol ogian and scholar. He is credited with a collection
of 401 ecclesiastical canons, and he also introduced the present nmethod of calculating the
Christian era.

DI SPERSI ON: Refers to the scattering of the Jews throughout all the kingdons of the world as a
result of captivity and wanderi ng.

DOCETI SM A religious sect of the nature of Gnosticism They maintained that Jesus’ body was not
physi cal, but only appeared that way. They also rejected the idea of Christ’s physical
birth.

DOGVA: When used in reference to religion, the termapplies to the doctrines set down by the
di fferent churches and preached as Biblical truth.

DUALI SM The phil osophy that regards the realmof matter as illusory or evil, or both. It regards
that body as a tonmb fromwhich the imortal soul must be rel eased.

EASTER: The annual festival throughout Christendomin comenoration of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. The nanme is a corruption of “lshtar,” pagan sun-goddess. The early Christian Church
did not keep Easter, but the Passover. Easter was not universally observed until this was
made mandatory by the Council of N cea. The Council declared that Easter was to be kept the
first Sunday after the full noon follow ng the vernal equinox.

EBI ONI TES: Obscure Jew sh-Christian sect extant during and shortly after the Apostolic Age. They
deni ed Paul and the virgin birth and insisted on strict adherence to Msaic | aw and
ci rcunti si on.

ECCLESI ASTI CAL: Relating to the church or the clergy; pertaining to anything associated with the
chur ch.

EPI CUREANS: Nane applied to the foll owers of Epicurus.

EPI CURUS (342-270 B.C.): G eek philosopher who taught that pleasure is the ultimte good, while
pain is the ultimate evil. Therefore, man should regulate his desires to achi eve pl easure.

EPI PHANI US (?315-403 A.D.): G eek Church Father, bishop of Constantia. He is noted for his severe
opposition of Oigen. It was his life's task to crush this opponent whom he consi dered the
father of all heresies. Hs inportance lies in the witings which afford a val uabl e insight
into the theology of the period. H's works are al so a val uabl e source for the heresies of
the fourth century.
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EPI PHANY: A Christian feast cel ebrated on January sixth originally and still in the Eastern
Church comenorating the baptismof Christ and secondarily the narriage feast at Cana. Since
the fifth century, the Western Church has used it to commenorate the coming of the Magi as
the occasion of the first manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.

ESCHATOLOGY: The study of last things (as the second coning of Christ, resurrection, judgnent, et
cetera).

ESSENS: As ascetic and nonastic brotherhood among the Jews of Palestine fromthe second century
B.C. to the second century A.D. who practiced a community of goods and rigorous discipline
and for the nost part shunned the conpany of wonen.

EUCHARI ST: The nane applied to procedures involved in the celebration of the Lord’ s Supper or
Hol y Contruni on.

EUSEBI US (260-341 A D.): He is known as the “Father of Church History.” H s works serve as the
primary source of Church history up to 324 A D. He was al so well known as a corrector of
Biblical texts and drew up a standard Bi bl e under inperial conmi ssion.

EXEGESI S: The science and art of interpreting literature, especially the Scriptures.

EXEGETAE: A board of three persons in ancient Athens to whom application might be nade in all
matters relating to sacred | aw and cel estial phenonena or signs by which future events were
foretold.

G BBON, Edward (1737-1794): Historian noted for his work, The Decline and Fall of the Roman
Enpire. He was seemingly an agnostic and his witing shows a prejudice against Christianity.

GENS: Ampong the Romans, those persons who were born of freenen, had no slaves anong their
ancestors and who had not been reduced froma superior to an inferior condition.

GNOSTICS: A series of religious sects predom nant in the second and third centuries which derived
their principles from conbining various Judai c and Chal dean and Oriental concepts into a
phi | osophy attenpting to solve the problenms of the origin of the universe and its destiny.
The following is a representative list of Ghostic sects:

Adani t es Cl enmenti nes Madeaens Ophi tes
Basal i di ans Doceti sts Mani cheans Per at i koi
Cainites El kasai t es Mar ci oni tes Set hites

Car pocrati ans Encrati es Mont ani st s Si noni ans
Ceri nt hi ans Entychites Naassenes Val ent i ni ans

HAMARTI OLOGY: That part of theol ogy concerning the doctrine of sin.

HEGESI PPUS: Early Christian witer fromthe period of 150-180 A D. He wote a five-volunme history
of Christianity which became |ost after the sixteenth century.

HELLI NI STS: Jewi sh peopl e who were usually born and/or trained in a country where the G eek
| anguage, education and cul tural environment was predom nant.

HERESY: Oiginally the termsignified as act of choice whether good or bad. However, nodern usage

describes it as adherence to religious opinion that is contrary to established doctrine of a
church.

HERODI ANS: Menbers of a political party of biblical times which consisted of Jews who were
apparently partisans of the Herodi an house and together with the Phari sees opposed Christ.

H PPOLYTUS (?-236 A D.): The nost inportant theol ogian and nost prolific religious witer of the
Roman Church in the pre-Constantine era. Mst of his works have been | ost or are known only
through scattered fragnents.

| GNATI US (50-7?115 A.D.): One of the early Church Fathers. H's main contribution was the

crystallizing of the doctrines concerning the holiness and infallibility of the Church, and
the imracul ate conception of Mary.

| RENAEUS (?130-? A.D.): Bishop of Lyons at the end of the second century and one of the npst
di stingui shed theol ogi ans of the ante-Ni cene Church. He is credited with the wi de spread of
Christianity in Lyons and its nei ghborhood. He devoted particular attention to trying to
reconcil e the many sects which nenaced the Church. He produced a work which is still valued
as the first systematic exposition of the Catholic belief.
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JEROME (?340-420 A.D.): On of the nore inportant of the early Church Fathers. He is known for his
translation of the Bible into Latin. This translation is comonly known as the Vul gate. He
was also the main instrument in introducing the ascetic life into the Catholic Church.

JOSEPHUS (37-?95 A.D.): Jewish historian and nmilitary comrander. He was a precocious |aw student
and a nmenber of the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essens. He had a considerable part in the
Jewi sh rebellion of 66-70 A D. H's nost inportant contribution was the witing of his two
books: The Jewi sh Wars and The Jewi sh Antiquities. These are both val uabl e reference sources

for that period.

KABBALI STS (Cabal a): A systemof mystical interpretation of the Scriptures, devel oped anpbng
Jewi sh rabbis in the Geonic period and transnitted to certain nedieval Christians. The
systemlaid stress on the hidden sense in the scriptures and occult means of interpretation.

KARPOKRATES ( Car pocrates): An Al exandrian Jew who founded the sect of the Carpocratians. The
basi ¢ doctrine was based on Platonism interspersed with Christian ideas. The religion was
an of fshoot from Si non Magus’ religion.

LACDI CEA (Council): A council held by the Catholic Church sonewhere between the years of 320-380
A D. It was held primarily to condemm the growi ng custom of praying to angels. It al so
adopt ed sixty canons (rules of Law). Mst of these were disciplinary.

LINUS: The first bishop of Rone after the martyrdom of Peter and Paul in 64 A D. He was called an
Etrurian, a native of Vol anterrae.

LI VY: A Ronman historian of the first century B.C. H's works are considered one of the nost
precious relics of Latin literature and have becone a primary source of all know edge for
that period of Ronme’s history.

LUCI AN (120-180 B.C.): A satirist of the Silver Age of Greek literature. He was a sceptic,
scoffer, and non-believer of all religions. He maintained that there was no such thing as
truth.

MAGUS, Sinmon: Hi gh priest of the Chal dean nystery systemduring the time of the early apostles.
Si non had done mmgi cal signs and wonders for a long tinme in Samaria and had become known
t hroughout all Samaria as a “Great One,” a god.

MANI CHEANS: The foll owers of an Eastern religion based on dualismfounded in the third century.
The religion was founded by Mani, whose basic belief was that there existed only two forces,
light and dark. Light is good, dark is bad.

MARTI AL: The greatest of the epigram sts. He reveal ed through his epigrans the decay and daily
living of the time between 50-100 A D.

MARTYR, JUSTIN (?100 A.D.-169 A.D.): One of the ablest men of his tine, and defended of the
faith. Hi s books give valuable information about the Church in the middle of the second
century.

MENANDER: One of the earliest Ghostics. He was a pupil of Sinon Magus and formed the transition
fromOiental to Hellenistic Grosticism

M LLENNI UM Derived fromLatin world “mlle” meaning a thousand years. It usually refers to
Christ’s nessianic reign after Hs return to earth.

M THRAISM Oiental religion which rivaled Christianity for |eadership of the Roman world. It
parodi ed the central ideas and practices of Christianity, and was the forerunner of
Mani chaei sm

MONASTICI SM A life of total abstinence brought down through the ages by the Ascetics. Life is
spent in the solitude of a cloister pursuing religious ideals.

MOSHEI M Johann Lovenz von (1694-1747): |nportant German Lutheran Church historian of his age.

NAZARENES: The nane applied to the true Church as a result of their follow ng Jesus of Nazareth.
The Nazarenes fled to Pella shortly before the fall of Jerusalemin 70 A D.

NERC: Roman enperor from54-68 A.D. He is often charged with the conflagration of Rome in 64
A.D., which resulted in the persecution of the Christians and the martyrdom of Paul .

NESTORI ANl SM Rel i gi ous sect fromthe fourth century to the present. Their nmain doctrine taught

that Christ was two persons, human and divine. They currently reside in Iraq, a very
prinitive and downtrodden peopl e.
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NI CEA (Council): Called in 325 A.D. by Constantine to resolve two major controversies in the
Catholic Church: 1) the question over the deity of Christ, and 2) the cel ebration of Easter.
It was the first ecumenical council called, and made the Sunday observance of Easter
uni versal .

NI COLAI TANS: Rel i gi ous sect beginning during the Apostolic Age of the Christian Church, sonetines
falsely tied with Nicolas of Antioch (Acts 6:5). Their basic doctrine was one of freedom of
the flesh. They taught that the deeds of the flesh had no effect upon the health of the
soul .

ORI GEN (185-254 A.D.): Witer and phil osopher known as the Father of the Eastern Church’s science
of biblical criticismand exegesis in Christendom He laid the foundation of all criticism
of the O d and New Testanents of the Bible.

PAPI AS (70-155 A.D.): A student of John who recorded traditions about the origin of Mtthew and
Mar k.

PELLA: Ancient city located east of the Jordan in the Glead Muntains. It is the city in which
the Christians sought refuge during the siege and destruction of Jerusalemin 70 A D.

PERSI US (34-62 A.D.): Ronman poet and satirist. Al though obscure and difficult, his witings
reached the pinnacle of Roman satire.

PHARI SEES: The nost popul ar party anong the ancient Jews noted for strict observance of rites and
cerermoni es of the witten law, and for insistence on the validity of the traditions of the
el ders. They differed fromthe Sadducees in traditionalismand in their teachings concerning
the imortality of the soul, the resurrection of the body, future retribution and a com ng
Messi ah.

PH LO Mst inportant representative of Hellenistic Judaism H's witings give the clearest view
of what this type of Judaismwas and ainmed at. He had a close affinity to Plato, and many of
his ideas are of Platonic origin.

Pl LATE, Pontius (30 B.C.-40 A.D.): Roman governor of Judea, 26-36 A.D. He is known for his part
inthe trial of Christ whom he sentenced to death.

PLINY (The Elder, 23-79 A.D.): Roman historian known for his description of the Ronan enpire as
it was in the time of Christ. His main work is Naturalis Historis, a type of encycl opedi a of
the entire Roman civilization consisting of 37 vol unes.

PLI NY (The Younger, 61-113 A D.): Nephew of the Elder, but became his adopted son by the Elder’s
request. Spent nost of his life as a menber of the Senate. Known for his series of witings,
“Letters of Pliny,” picturing the interests of Roman gentl enen.

PLATO Em nent Greek phil osopher of the fourth century B.C. He is the originator of many of
today’' s ecclesiastical beliefs: inmortal soul, hell, purgatory, heaven, and the Trinity.

POLYCARP: A Gentile convert to the Church in Asia. He was taught by the apostles and appointed
bi shop of the church at Smyrna. He is known for his appearance before Anicetus, bishop of
Rorme, at which tinme he defended the observance of the Passover rather than accept Easter.

POLYCRATES: The bi shop of Ephesus during the latter part of the second century. Chief nention is
made of himin connection with the Easter controversy. He called a synod of the bishops of
Asia Mnor, and they determned to keep the 14'" of Nisan as the celebration of the Passover
rather than consent to a Sunday observance of the resurrection.

POLYTHEI SM The doctrine of, or belief in, a plurality of gods.

POST- NI CEAN FATHERS:

Socr at es John of Damascus Aphr ahat
Sozonenus St. Anbrose Eusebi us
Curil of Jerusalem Tul pitius Severus Theodor et
Gregory of Nyssa Vi ncent of Lorens Jer one
St. Jerone John Casci an Gennadi us
Basi | Leo the G eat Ruf i nus
Hilary of Poitiers Ephr ai m Syrus

PROSELYTE: Modern usage designates a convert fromone religion to another.
PYTHAGORAS: Phi |l osopher of the sixth century B.C., and founder of the Pythagorean Theor em of

geonetry. Believed in transnmigration of the soul and asceticism Influenced the Essens and
t he Ther apeut ae.
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QUARTODECI MAN: A controversy which arose between the Christians of Jew sh descent and those of
Gentil e descent over the day upon which Easter was to be observed. The Jew sh Christians
observed Easter imediately followi ng the end of the Paschal fast (which ended on the 14!" day
of the nmoon at evening), without regard to the day of the week. The Gentile Christians
identified the first day of the week with the Resurrection, and kept the preceding Friday as
the comrenoration of the crucifixion, irrespective of the day of the nonth. The controversy
was settled by the Council of N cea, whose decision was that Easter was to be kept on Sunday,
and on the sane Sunday throughout the world.

QU RINIUS (Cyrenius): The governor of Judea during the tinme of Jesus’ birth. He is known because
of the census and taxation which he took of the Jews.

SADDUCEES: A sect anong the Jews dating fromthe second century B.C. to the latter part of the
first century A D. It consisted largely of priestly aristocracy. They opposed the Pharisees
politically and doctrinally. They interpreted the law nore literally and less strictly,
rejecting the authority of the other parts of Scripture and the rabbinic tradition, the
immortality of the soul, retribution in a future life, and the existence of spirits.

SAMARI TANS: A nation of people extant at Christ’s tine which is now al nbst extinct. Their
doctrines and beliefs cane fromtheir Pentateuch, rather than the Bible. They believed Mses
to be the only Prophet and that he will intercede for themat the Judgment Day. They observed
t he Babyl oni an nystery systemof religion. Their high priest was Sinon Magus.

SANHEDRI N: The suprene council and tribunal of the ancient Jew sh nation consisting of 70-72
nmenbers and having jurisdiction over religious matters and inportant civil and crimnal cases.

SCRIBES: A class of nen devoted to the study and exposition of the |l aw during Persian and early
Greek periods of Jewi sh history. Originally they served as copyists, editors, and
interpreters of Scripture and especially of the Law. In New Testament tinmes they acted nmainly
as jurists.

SEM - PELAG ANl SM  See “Cassi anus.”

SENECA, Lucius Anneus (3 B.C.- 65 A D.): Eninent statesman and phil osopher in the early Roman
enpi re. Taught a theistic conception of soul-happi ness and soul -obligations. Al so enphasized
the right and privilege of suicide.

SEUTONI US: Roman historian of the first century A D. His Lives of the Caesars is the only work
which is entirely preserved and is esteened as authoritative by Tertullian, Horace, and
Servius. About his personal life very little is known.

SIMONY: In ecclesiastical law, the practice of buying and selling holy orders and offices.

STO CISM A system of thought founded by Zeno in the fourth century B.C. It declared virtue to be
t he supreme good and that nan should live according to nature, subduing all rebellious enptions.

SOTERI OLOGY: That branch of theol ogy dealing with the study of salvation.

STRABO. Fampbus Roman geographer. His witings conprise an encycl opedia of information pertaining
to the various countries of the inhabited world.

TACI TUS: Consi dered by nany the greatest Roman historian. His “Annals” and “Histories” covered
Roman history fromthe death of Augustus to that of Donitian.

TERTULLI AN (150-220 A.D.): Enminent Catholic Church Father, second only to Augustine, H s various
writings have influenced church doctrine along al nost every facet of canon | aw.

THECSOPHY: Bel i ef about God and the world held to be based on a conbi nation of nystical insight
and phi |l osophi cal specul ati on.

THERAPEUTAE: A nonastic sect of Jewi sh ascetics extant long before the Christian era. They devoted
their lives to abstinence and contenplation. The comunity included rmal e and feral e nenbers.

VALENTI Nl ANl SM A form of Gnosticism founded by Val enti nus whi ch gai ned prom nence during the
early part of the second century. The systemattenpted to anal gamate Greek and Oriental
specul ations with Christian ideas.

ZEALOT: A Jewi sh sect fanatically opposed to Roman rul e. Founded by Judas of Gamal a. The Zeal ots
were influential in bringing on the Jewi sh War of 66-70, which resulted in the destruction of
Jerusal em

ZORASTER: An anci ent Persian prophet who founded the religion of Zoroastrianism It is fromthis
religion that Christianity has received its ideas on dualism
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