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Dear M i n i s t e r s ,  

Classes are under way f o r  t h e  new c o l l e g e  year1 I was a b l e  t o  meet 
each of t h e  freshmen and d e l i v e r  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  a d d r e s s  a t  bo th  
Ambassador campuses t h e  week of August 18. I encouraged t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  
make t h e  most of t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h e y  w i l l  have a t  AC by being 

a r t i c i p a n t s  r a t h e r  t han  bys t ande r s .  I was impressed by t h e  young men and 
:omen I m e t .  They appear  t o  be a f i n e ,  e n t h u s i a s t i c  group of young 
people.  As I wrote  i n  "The Worldwide N e w s , "  I look forward t o  l e a r n i n g  
g r e a t  t h i n g s  about  them i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

I went over  t o  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  s t u d i o  wi th  members of my s t a f f  l a s t  
F r iday ,  August 22,  t o  view t h e  f i r s t  completed te lecast  taped  on t h e  new 
se t ,  due t o  a i r  September 6-7. The program, hosted by David Hulme,  is 
t i t l e d  "The S t a t e  of t h e  World." I must s a y  I am sure you are  going t o  be 
impressed! The powerful message, enhanced d r a m a t i c a l l y  by movinq 
g r a p h i c s ,  an all-new opening logo  and c l o s i n g  sequence wi th  new m u s i c  and 
t h e  v i s u a l  e f f e c t  of t h e  new set is sure t o  "knock t h e  socks o f f "  our 
viewers1 The impact of t h i s  opening program w i l l  be g r e a t .  And, of 
cour se ,  it is o n l y  t h e  f i r s t .  Encourage t h e  b r e t h r e n  who can r e c e i v e  t h e  
program t o  be sure  t o  t u n e  i n .  

The s t r o n g  summer response we've had i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  v iewersh ip  is 
growing. Thank you f o r  con t inu ing  t o  p r a y  f o r  t h e  success of t h e  program. 
God has c l e a r l y  answered our p r a y e r s  and has  b l e s s e d  our e f f o r t s .  L e t ' s  
no t  l e t  down now. 

The Feast of Tabernac les  is now o n l y  s i x  weeks  away. Most of you f u l l -  
t i m e  m i n i s t e r s  w i l l  be  speaking du r ing  t h e  Feast. L e t ' s  p r ay  f o r  one 
a n o t h e r ' s  messages as w e l l  as f o r  our own as  w e  begin f i n a l i z i n g  our  
p r e p a r a t i o n s .  The messages a t  the Feast should  be t h e  h i g h l i g h t  sermons 
and sermonet tes  of t h e  year .  They should  be t h e  most i n s p i r i n g ,  encourag- 

They won't want t o  m i s s  it. 

I N  THIS ISSUE 

ing  and i n t e r e s t i n g  messages of t h e  
yea r .  Ask God f o r  H i s  s p e c i a l  i n -  
s p i r a t i o n  bo th  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  and 
d e l i v e r y  t o  r e a l l y  h e l p  H i s  people  
by g iv ing  them t h e  "meat i n  due 
season" t h e y  r e a l l y  need. We a re  
God's human ins t ruments .  H e  w i l l  
u s e  u s  e f f e c t i v e l y  i f  w e  humble 
o u r s e l v e s  under H i s  mighty hand. 

W e  have j u s t  r e c e i v e d . t h e  f i n a l  
c o p i e s  of t h e  new, expanded 
"Autobiography of Herbert W. 
Armstrong, Volume I." Most of our 
b r e t h r e n  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  c o p i e s  
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ing  and i n t e r e s t i n g  messages of t h e  
yea r .  A s k  God f o r  H i s  s p e c i a l  i n -  
s p i r a t i o n  both  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  and 
d e l i v e r y  t o  r e a l l y  h e l p  H i s  people  ' 

by g i v i n g  them t h e  "meat i n  due 
season"  t h e y  r e a l l y  need. We a r e  
Godus human instruments. will 
u s e  u s  e f f e c t i v e l y  i f  w e  humble 
o u r s e l v e s  under H i s  mighty hand. 

W e  have j u s t  received.  t h e  f i n a l  
c o p i e s  of t h e  new, expanded 
"Autobiography of Herbert W. 
Armstrong, Volume I." Most of our 
b r e t h r e n  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  c o p i e s  

Dear M i n i s t e r s ,  

Classes a r e  under way f o r  t h e  new c o l l e g e  year1 I was a b l e  t o  meet 
each of t h e  freshmen and d e l i v e r  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  a d d r e s s  a t  bo th  
Ambassador campuses t h e  week of August 18. I encouraged t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  
make t h e  most of  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h e y  w i l l  have a t  AC by be ing  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  r a t h e r  t han  bys t ande r s .  I was impressed by t h e  young men and 
women I met. They appear  t o  be  a f i n e ,  e n t h u s i a s t i c  group of young 
people.  A s  I wrote  i n  "The Worldwide N e w s , "  I look forward t o  l e a r n i n g  
great t h i n g s  about  them i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

I went over  t o  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  s t u d i o  wi th  members of my s t a f f  l a s t  
F r iday ,  August 22 ,  t o  view t h e  f i r s t  completed te lecast  taped  on t h e  new 
se t ,  due t o  a i r  September 6-7. The program, hosted by David H u l m e ,  is 
t i t l e d  'The S ta te  of t h e  World." I m u s t  s a y  I am sure you are going t o  be 
impressed! The powerful  message, enhanced d r a m a t i c a l l y  by moving 
g r a p h i c s ,  an  all-new opening logo  and c l o s i n g  sequence wi th  new m u s i c  and 
t h e  v i s u a l  e f f e c t  of t h e  new se t  is sure t o  "knock t h e  socks o f f "  our 
viewers1 The impact of t h i s  opening program w i l l  be g r e a t .  And, of 
course ,  it is o n l y  t h e  f i r s t .  Encourage t h e  b r e t h r e n  who can r e c e i v e  t h e  
program t o  be sure t o  tune  i n .  They won't want t o  m i s s  it. 

The s t r o n g  summer response we've had i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  v iewersh ip  is 
growing. Thank you f o r  con t inu ing  t o  p r a y  f o r  t h e  success of t h e  program. 
God has c l e a r l y  answered our p r a y e r s  and has b l e s s e d  our e f f o r t s .  L e t ' s  
no t  l e t  down now. 
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has  g iven  H i s  people .  I have heard  p a r e n t s  refer t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n s '  
a n t i c i p a t i o n  and keeping of t h e  F e a s t  as p u r e l y  p h y s i c a l ,  as a c h i l d  i n  
t h e  world might approach  Chr is tmas .  How sad!  

Our l ov ing  and generous  God has  s p e c i f i c a l l y  set  a p a r t  ou r  c h i l d r e n  as  
"holy,"  from b i r t h  i n  many cases, and y e t  w e  p a r e n t s  sometimes go b l i n d l y  
a long ,  unaware of t h e  f e r t i l e  minds of t h e s e  " l i t t l e  ones." 

Fellow m i n i s t e r s ,  p l e a s e  f i n d  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  F e a s t  of T a b e r n a c l e s  t o  
exhor t  and encourage a r e n t s  t e a c h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t h e  meaning of 
"rejoici- a n d i n g  E-T t o  ear t h e  E t e r n a l  a lways.  

Chi ldren  a l s o  need t o  be  t a u g h t  t h e  impor tance  of t h e i r  example a t  t h e  
Feast. Being d i f f e r e n t  should  be  s e e n  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  b l e s s i n g s  
mentioned above. P a r e n t s  m u s t  show t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  how t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h e  
f ami ly  example p l e a s e s  God and h e l p s  t o  t e a c h  o u t s i d e r s  why God's way is 
b e s t .  

Ch i ld ren  should  be  g iven  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  abou t  t h e i r  behav io r  a t  t h e  
Feast ,  such  as n o t  running i n  b u i l d i n g s ,  n o t  be ing  o v e r l y  n o i s y ,  etc.  

Ch i ld ren  - can  unde r s t and  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e !  

P a r e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  new members a t t e n d i n g  t h e  F e a s t ,  need t o  b e  reminded 
of t h e  b i b l i c a l  and church  t e a c h i n g  a g a i n s t  improper ly  d i s c i p l i n i n g  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n .  It m u s t  be  remembered t h a t  w e  are t o  be a l i g h t  t o  t h e  wor ld ,  
and t h e  Feast is be ing  conducted i n  p u b l i c l y  owned f ac i l i t i e s .  W e  do  n o t  
want t o  have our peop le  g i v e  t h e  p u b l i c  a wrong impress ion  of t h e  b i b l i c a l  
view of c h i l d  c o r r e c t i o n .  

Very young c h i l d r e n  wi th  s h o r t  a t t e n t i o n  s p a n s  may g e t  "bored" w i t h  d a i l y  
s e r v i c e s .  P a r e n t s  should  p l a n  ahead t o  have on hand q u i e t  t o y s ,  books,  
etc.  f o r  ho ld ing  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  younger c h i l d r e n  d u r i n g  s e r v i c e s .  

Teenagers should  n o t  be  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  F e a s t  a l o n e .  Rare e x c e p t i o n s  t o  
t h i s  rule have t o  be made i n  e x t e n u a t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  b u t  pas tors  should  
u s e  - c a u t i o n  i n  p e r m i t t i n g  - t h i s .  Teenagers  a t t e n d i n g  wi thou t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  
should be t r e a t e d  as a d u l t  p r o s p e c t i v e  members and shou ld  l i v e  u p  t o  t h a t  
s t a n d a r d .  

I f ,  as  p a s t o r s ,  w e  do our p a r t  w e l l  b e f o r e  t h e  F e a s t  t o  i n s t r u c t  and 
mot iva t e  God's peop le  w e  can h e l p  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  have a wonderful  F e a s t  
and l e a r n  t h e  profound s p i r i t u a l  l e s s o n s  God i n t e n d s .  Thanks fo r  
con t inu ing  t o  f e e d  t h e  f l o c k !  

Transfers God's Work is dynamic and change is something w e  have l e a r n e d  
t o  expec t .  L e t  m e  b r i n g  you u p  t o  d a t e .  

Mr. J i m  Reyer is be ing  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Pasadena t o  p a s t o r  t h e  I m p e r i a l  AM 
congrega t ion .  Mr. Selmer Hegvold w i l l  remain as a n  associate pastor and 
s u p e r v i s o r  of t h e  deaf  program. T h i s  change p r o v i d e s  Mr. and Mrs. Reyer 
t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  d u r i n g  A l i c e ' s  i l l n e s s  and a more f l e x i b l e  
work schedu le  f o r  J i m .  I t  a l s o  g i v e s  Mr. Hegvold a l i g h t e r  l oad .  

Replacing Mr. Reyer i n  Denver w i l l  b e  Mr. Doug Horchak. Doug f e l t  he 
could be more e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a n  i n  an  o f f i c e  s e t t i n g  and t h i s  
opening demanded someone of h i s  rank and t a l e n t s .  W e  w i l l  m i s s  him i n  
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Church Adminis t ra t ion .  Coming i n  t o  assist m e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  w i l l  be  Mr. 
Joe Tkach, J r . ,  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v i n g  as an  e l d e r  i n  Phoenix,  Arizona. J o e  is 
a 1973 g r a d u a t e  of Ambassador Co l l ege ,  Pasadena, w i th  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  of 
exper ience  i n  t h e  f i e l d  as w e l l  as  a t  Headquarters .  H e  and h i s  wi fe  Tammy 
and 7 month o l d  Joe  Tkach I11 should  be a r r i v i n g  i n  Pasadena i n  e a r l y  Sep- 
tember. I know Mr. Tkach w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  having them h e r e  and those  of u s  
i n  Church Admin i s t r a t ion  are looking  forward t o  working wi th  Mr. Tkach J r .  

TO BE ANNOUNCED BY ALL CHURCH PASTORS 

Members should  n o t  go t o  t h e  Feast wi thout  s u f f i c i e n t  
funds ,  expec t ing  a s s i s t a n c e  a t  t h e  F e s t i v a l  s i t e .  
Only l i m i t e d  funds  f o r  genuine emergencies  w i l l  be  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  F e s t i v a l  l o c a t i o n s ,  and then  o n l y  
wi th  t h e  l o c a l  p a s t o r ' s  recommendation. 

TO BE READ I N  ALL CHURCHES 

C l ipp ing  Ar t ic les  f o r  t h e  N e w s  Bureau 

Once aga in  t h e  N e w s  Bureau  wants t o  thank a l l  members who have 
mailed i n  a r t i c l e s  from y o u ~  loca l  newspapers t h a t  d e a l  w i th  
t h e  Worldwide Church of God, i t s  m i n i s t e r s ,  members and 
a f f i l i a t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of  t h e  Church, and s t a t e m e n t s  and 
a r t i c l e s  of d i s s i d e n t s  and t h e i r  v a r i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n s .  W e  
would l i k e  t o  encourage you t o  p l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  sending  u s  a l l  
such a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  The exact a d d r e s s  t o  mail t h e  
a r t i c l e s  t o  is 

Ambassador Col lege  N e w s  Bureau  
300 West Green Street  

Attn.:  W.O.J. Pasadena, CA 91129 

The N e w s  Bureau w i l l  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  a l l  who need t o  be 
advised  of in format ion  con ta ined  i n  s p e c i f i c  a r t i c l e s  w i l l  be 
supp l i ed  wi th  cop ie s .  

Please do n o t  f o r g e t  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  name - of t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  and 
t h e  d a t e  when it was pub l i shed .  That  is ve ry  impor tan t  i f  we 
should eve r  need t o  quote from t h e  a r t i c l e  o r  make u s e  of it i n  
any way . 
Note: The above does  no t  app ly  t o  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  
a l r e a d y  c l i p p i n g  v a r i o u s  news a r t i c l e s  f o r  t h e  Legal O f f i c e .  

Gene Hoqberg 
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PLEASE 'ANNOUNCE I N  ALL U.S. CHURCHES 

The F e s t i v a l  O f f i c e  has reached an agreement wi th  
Hertz  Rent-a-Car t o  provide  d i scoun ted  car r e n t a l s  a t  
U.S. sites inc lud ing  Niagara F a l l s .  Detai ls  w i l l  be 
g iven  i n  p r i n t e d  form i n  about  two w e e k s .  Please do 
no t  c a l l  Her tz  f o r  i n fo rma t ion  o r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  b e f o r e  
r e c e i v i n g  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s .  

I I 

1985 mDiplomatm Many have phoned o r  c a l l e d  i n t o  Pasadena concerning t h e  
1985 "Diplomat." Having purchased an  i s s u e  a t  t h e  1985 Feast of 
Tabernacles  o r  a t  one of t h e  summer camps, t h e y  are wondering why t h e y  
have n o t  rece ived  t h e i r  copy y e t .  However, w e  have o n l y  r e c e n t l y  
completed p roduc t ion  of t h e  book and s e n t  a l l  material t o  t h e  p u b l i s h e r .  
Taking i n t o  account  p r e p r e s s ,  p r e s s  and ma i l ing  time, t h e  books should  
a r r i v e  i n  t h e  mail du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  week i n  December. Thank you f o r  your 
p a t i e n c e .  

TO ALL U.S.  AND CANADIAN MINISTERS 

( N o t  t o  be announced) 

D o  you know of any member(s1 i n  your area who as been 
con tac t ed  by Eugene Walter of Van Guard Investment  
S e r v i c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  2 months du r ing  which he 
sought  funds  f o r  purposes  of i n v e s t i n g  o r  as  a loan?  

I f  you know of any member(s1 who p r e v i o u s l y  i n v e s t e d  
wi th  o r  advanced money t o  Mr. Walter for  t h e  purpose 
of investment  i n ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  a s k  them about  
any r e c e n t  c o n t a c t .  

I f  you have o r  o b t a i n  any in fo rma t ion  r ega rd ing  t h e  
above, p l e a s e  c a l l  Andre Z i c k  a t  (818) 304-6140. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

From Australia W e  were most encouraged t h i s  month by t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
number of new people  r e q u e s t i n g  p e r s o n a l  counse l  w i th  t h e  m i n i s t r y  of 
God's Church. V i s i t  r e q u e s t s  f o r  J u l y  i n c r e a s e d  by 86.8 p e r c e n t  over  t h e  
same pe r iod  l a s t  year .  T o t a l  v i s i t  requests f o r  t h e  year  so f a r  are  now 
451--up 49.8 p e r c e n t  over  t h e  same p e r i o d  i n  1985. 

In  ana lyz ing  t h e  sou rces  of our  v i s i t  requests,  w e  f i n d  t h e  "World 
Tomorrow" telecast  i s  p lay ing  a greater  r o l e  i n  mot iva t ing  people  t o  begin 
making changes i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  I n  1985 30 p e r c e n t  of our  v i s i t  r e q u e s t s  
came i n  as a d i rec t  resu l t  of t h e  te lecast .  I n  1986 t h e  pe rcen tage  of 
v i s i t  r e q u e s t s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  "World Tomorrow" programs has  climbed 
t o  41 percen t .  
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I n  r e c e n t  months t h e r e  h a s  been a s e r i o u s  downturn i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
economy which has  begun t o  affect  t h e  income for  God's Work i n  t h i s  area 
of t h e  world.  A r e c e n t  s u r v e y  by t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Chamber of Commerce and 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  Austral ia  Bank on t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  economy found t h a t  t h e  
t e r t i a r y  b u s i n e s s  sector ,  a l r e a d y  e x p e r i e n c i n g  i ts  s l o w e s t  growth i n  
y e a r s ,  is  f a c i n g  t h e  p r o s p e c t  of c o n t i n u e d  d e c l i n e .  The t e r t i a r y  b u s i n e s s  
s e c t o r  c o v e r s  r e t a i l i n g ,  w h o l e s a l i n g ,  t r a n s p o r t  and s t o r a g e ,  f i n a n c e ,  
p r o p e r t y  and b u s i n e s s  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r y ,  r e c r e a t i o n  and 
p e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e s .  

The su rvey  a l so  s a i d  t h a t  Aus t r a l i a  can  e x p e c t  h ighe r  costs  r e s u l t i n g  from 
t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  by t h e  government of t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  
t a x ,  and i n c r e a s e d  i n f l a t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  l a t e s t  employment f i g u r e s  
r evea led  a s h a r p  r ise  i n  t h e  number of  job less .  

Our members and co-workers are  be ing  affected by t h e s e  r i s i n g  costs of 
l i v i n g ,  t h e  slowdown i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  economy and t h e  weakening of t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n  do l l a r  on t h e  world market. These factors  are of concern  as 
t h e y  w i l l  a f fect  t h e  a b i l i t y  of our members and co-workers t o  s u p p o r t  
God's Work, and themse lves ,  f i n a n c i a l l y .  

So f a r  13,751 " P l a i n  T r u t h "  subscribers i n  A u s t r a l i a  have responded t o  Mr. 
Tkach 's  May 5 semiannual  l e t te r .  T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  15.9 p e r c e n t  of t h e  
ma i l ing  l i s t .  The m a j o r i t y  requested b o t h  booklets  o f f e r e d  by  Mr. 
Tkach -- "The B i b l e  -- S u p e r s t i t i o n  or A u t h o r i t y ? "  and "What is F a i t h ? "  

(Submit ted by Robert Morton, Regional  Director)  

From New Zealand The E t e r n a l  is  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  bless H i s  Work i n  t h i s  p a r t  
of t h e  world wi th  tremendous i n c r e a s e s  i n  almost e v e r y  area of a c t i v i t y .  

Income was up by a f i n e  27.3 p e r c e n t  for  J u l y ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  year - to-da te  
i n c r e a s e  t o  19.5 p e r c e n t ;  m a i l  f o r  t h e  month was up 48.2 p e r c e n t ,  and t h e  
year- to-date  f i g u r e  fo r  mail r e c e i v e d  now s t a n d s  a t  a p l u s  21.9 p e r c e n t .  

The " P l a i n  Tru th"  m a i l i n g  list is  r i g h t  on t h e  t a r g e t  l e v e l  w e  projected 
f o r  it a t  t h e  beginning  of t h e  yea r .  However, between now and t h e  end of 
t h e  year  an  estimated 4,400 subscribers w i l l  be dropped o f f  because of  
f a i l u r e  t o  renew, s o  w e  p l a n  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e s e  by running more newspaper 
i n s e r t s  i n  September. 

Our  A p r i l  se r ies  of 300,000 newspaper i n s e r t s  brought  i n  3,600 new 
subscribers a t  a cos t  per r e sponse  of  $7.61. 

We're f i n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  b rochure  h o l d e r  program is  working v e r y  w e l l  i n  New 
Zealand, b r i n g i n g  i n  a r e t u r n  of  about 6 p e r c e n t ,  as  opposed t o  a 1 
p e r c e n t  r e t u r n  from t h e  newsstand magazine program. 

The church  i n  Wel l ing ton  is  now m a i n t a i n i n g  140 brochure  o u t l e t s ,  a r a t e  
of one for e v e r y  man, woman and c h i l d  i n  t h e  congrega t ion !  

Because of t h e  burgeoning r e sponse  t o  t h e  r e c e n t  "World Tomorrow" r a d i o  
programs, we've found it n e c e s s a r y  t o  add e x t r a  phone l i n e s ,  and our  
o f f i c e  phone number has  changed as a r e su l t .  The new number is Auckland 
608-100. 
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There i s  much exc i t emen t  i n  F i j i  as t h e  b r e t h r e n  t h e r e  have t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  be se rved  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  by a f u l l - t i m e  m i n i s t e r  of 
God. Mr. N e v i l l e  Fraser and f a m i l y  a r r i v e d  i n  F i j i  d u r i n g  J u l y ,  a f t e r  
complet ing a y e a r ' s  s t u d y  a t  Ambassador C o l l e g e ,  Pasadena. The Frasers 
w i l l  look a f t e r  t h e  F i j i a n  b r e t h r e n  w h i l e  t h e i r  local m i n i s t e r ,  R a t u  E p e l i  
Kanaimawi, has  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  go th rough  a y e a r ' s  t r a i n i n g  a t  
Ambassador. Mr. and Mrs. Kanaimawi departed F i j i  i n  August,  a long  w i t h  
t h e i r  daugh te r  A l i s i ,  who has  been accepted as an AC freshman. 

A s  w e l l  as t a k i n g  care of our two church  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  i n  F i j i  and t h e  
o t h e r  members and p r o s p e c t i v e s  scattered th roughou t  t h e  i s l a n d  group,  Mr. 
and Mrs. Fraser w i l l  look a f te r  mail r e a d i n g  and o t h e r  o f f i c e  f u n c t i o n s  i n  
Suva. To h e l p  f a m i l i a r i z e  them w i t h  t h e s e  a s p e c t s ,  Mr. Peter Nathan and 
Mr. Rex Morgan t r a v e l e d  t o  F i j i  d u r i n g  t h e  month. Mr. Nathan a l so  v i s i t e d  
t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  Tonga, and Mr. Morgan v i s i t e d  N i u e  and Western Samoa. 

(Submitted by Peter Nathan, Regional  D i r e c t o r )  

From South Africa Recent l a r g e  d o n a t i o n s  t o  God's Church i n  South A f r i c a  
have i n c r e a s e d  our year - to-da te  income tremendously.  A t  t h e  end of J u l y ,  
wi thout  t h e  two l a r g e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  our  year - to-da te  i n c r e a s e  i n  a l l  
accoun t s  was 4.075 p e r c e n t .  With them added,  t h e  year- to-date  i n c r e a s e  is 
23.2 p e r c e n t .  W e  are t h a n k f u l  t o  God for  t h e s e  added b l e s s i n g s .  

O u r  " P l a i n  Tru th"  magazine c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  s o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  is 226,116, of 
which 85,000 are d i s t r i b u t e d  on newsstands.  Year t o  date w e  have added 
24,154 new subscribers and have dropped 125,456 t h rough  our  ongoing 
renewal system. 

The "Good N e w s "  c i r c u l a t i o n  is 27,433, which is 95.9 p e r c e n t  up ove r  t h i s  
t i m e  l a s t  yea r .  

The "Youth 86" magazine has  a c i r c u l a t i o n  of 10,342 and t h i s  is 89 p e r c e n t  
more t h a n  l a s t  y e a r ,  

Our Correspondence Course s t u d e n t s  t o t a l  8,724. The donors  t o t a l  2,052, 
which is 5 p e r c e n t  u p  on 1985. Our co-workers t o t a l  1,537, h i g h e r  by 2.5 
p e r c e n t .  Encouraging is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  economic c o n d i t i o n s  
our new donors  and co-workers added t h i s  y e a r  show i n c r e a s e s  of 11.7 
p e r c e n t  and 13.9 p e r c e n t  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

Our churches  now t o t a l  17 and are s e r v e d  by 12 f u l l - t i m e  m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  
f i e l d .  ass is ted by seven  l o c a l  church  elders.  The membership t o t a l  is 
1,672 and t h i s  is 6 p e r c e n t  more t h a n  a t  t h e  same time l a s t  y e a r .  The 
bapt i sms  t h i s  yea r  show a n  i n c r e a s e  of 40.7 p e r c e n t  and t h e  
d i s f e l lowsh ipmen t s  are  down by 66.7 p e r c e n t .  

W e  have much t o  be t h a n k f u l  f o r .  God has  i n t e r v e n e d  f o r  our b r e t h r e n  h i t  
by u n r e s t  i n  v a r i o u s  townships .  The s t a t e  of  emergency s t i l l  ex i s t s  
throughout  t h e  coun t ry .  The u n r e s t  has  qu ie t ed  down. Our m i n i s t e r s  can  
aga in  v i s i t  t h e  townships .  J u s t  before t h e  s ta te  of n a t i o n a l  emergency 
was declared our m i n i s t e r s  cou ld  n o t  v i s i t  some of t h e  members and 
p r o s p e c t i v e  members i n  t h e i r  homes. T h i s  was t o o  dangerous.  
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Now w e  f a c e  s a n c t i o n s  and a t  t h i s  t i m e  do n o t  know what economic h a r d s h i p s  
are ahead of u s .  Our p raye r  is t h a t  God w i l l  p r o t e c t  H i s  Church and a l l o w  
c i rcumstances  under which w e  can complete  H i s  Work. 

(Submitted by D r .  Roy McCarthy, Regional  Director) 

NOTICE TO ALL MINISTERS 
( N o t  t o  be announced) 

By m u t u a l  consent  t h e  Church has  g r a n t e d  Mr. E l l i s  La 
Ravia a l e a v e  of absence f o r  f a m i l y  reasons .  Mr. L a  
Ravia ,  who has  maintained a h e c t i c  pace a t  
Headquarters  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  w i l l  now be able t o  
have a well-deserved res t  and p e r s o n a l  time wi th  h i s  
fami ly .  W e  would a p p r e c i a t e  your p r a y e r s  on t h e i r  
b e h a l f .  

--Larry S a l y e r ,  D i r e c t o r  of Church Admin i s t r a t ion  
EDITORIAL SERVICES 

"Plain Truth" Heeting "The P l a i n  Tru th"  w i l l  beg in  t h e  new year  by t a k i n g  
a look a t  t h e  o l d .  I n  our  p lanning  s e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  January  i s sue ,  w e  
d i scussed  a s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  of a r t i c l e s  on 1986's ho t  s p o t s  i n  t h e  world. 
T i t l e d  "Great Chal lenges  Facing Mankind Today," t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  w i l l  
suppor t  an overarch ing  a r t i c l e  by s e n i o r  writer Ronald Ke l ly  t h a t  l ists  
seven c r i t i c a l  problems f a c i n g  t h e  world today.  Together ,  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  
w i l l  f i l l  one s i g n a t u r e  (16 pages)  of t h e  magazine. These seven problem 
areas i n s o l v a b l e  by man are: 1) P o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  ideology,  2 )  The 
world deb t  c r i s i s  and t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  e x p l o s i o n ,  3 )  World h e a l t h ,  4 )  The 
curse of war, 5) Weather and environment ,  6) Moral c r i s i s  and 
7 )  Technology: c u r s e  o r  c u r e ?  P a s t o r  General  Joseph W. Tkach 's  
"Personal , "  "Does Tru th  Make You Feel Threa tened?" ,  is a p e r f e c t  l ead - in  
t o  t h i s  thought-provoking January  i s s u e .  W e  w i l l  f o l low up i n  t h e  
February issue wi th  a look a t  what ' s  t o  come i n  1987. 

We've rece ived  q u i t e  a response t o  t h e  a r t i c l e  on t e e n  pregnancy i n  t h e  
September " P l a i n  Truth."  Some e x c e r p t s  fol low: 

"I a m  a 12-year-old g i r l ,  and i n  f i f t h  grade .  I have been s u b s c r i b i n g  t.0 
"The P l a i n  Tru th"  f o r  a lmost  t h r e e  y e a r s  now. And I f i n d  your a r t i c l e  
about t e e n  pregnancy r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g .  After I s a t  down and read it I 
r e a l i z e d  it could happen t o  anyone even my b e s t  f r i e n d s  o r  even me ."  

" In  reading t h e  a r t i c l e . . . o n  t e e n  pregnancy a l l  t h a t  keeps running through 
my mind is where was it s i x  y e a r s  ago. I a m  a 21-year-old mother of t h r e e  
c h i l d r e n .  My husband and I g o t  marr ied f i v e  y e a r s  ago a t  t h e  age of 16, 
seven months l a t e r  a t  t h e  age of 1 7  w e  had o u r  f i r s t  c h i l d .  W e  l o s t  a l o t  
of f r i e n d s  and most of our  r e l a t i v e s  d e s e r t e d  u s .  I was n o t  t a u g h t  a s  a 
teenager  about sex.. . ."  

"For s e v e r a l  y e a r s  now I ' v e  been a s u b s c r i b e r .  Nowhere have I seen  t h e  
ever-growing c r i s i s  of teenage  pregnancy,  t h e  rampant epidemics  of 
s e x u a l l y  spread  d i s e a s e s  p re sen ted  i n  more r a t i o n a l ,  unbiased r e p o r t i n g .  
Keep up t h e  e x c e p t i o n a l  workl" 
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I f  you t h i n k  t h e  model on t h e  September " P l a i n  Tru th"  cover  was a l i t t l e  
young t o  r e p r e s e n t  p regnan t  t e e n s ,  read t h i s  l e t t e r  s e n t  i n  t o  "Youth 86." 

"I am 14 y e a r s  o ld  and I have had s e x  twice. Af t e r  r e a d i n g  t h e  a r t i c l e  
'Signed: "Learning From My Mistakes"' it made m e  r e a l i z e  how wrong I was. 
I t  even brought  t ears  t o  my eyes .  I though t  or made myself  t h i n k  t h a t  it 
was a l l  r i g h t  t o  have s e x  as long  as you l i k e  t h e  boy you ' r e  w i th .  But 
now I know how wrong I was. 

"The guys I was w i t h  were v e r y  sweet t o  m e  o n l y  before we e v e r  d i d  
anyth ing .  Now w e  d o n ' t  even t a l k  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  The day  a f t e r  it 
happened, t h e y  called m e  a l l  t h e  names i n  t h e  book--at t h e  t i m e  it r e a l l y  
h u r t .  

"NOW it haun t s  m e  day  and n i g h t .  I know t h e r e  are a l o t  of t e e n s  o u t  
t h e r e  t h a t  know what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about. I have never  t o l d  my p a r e n t s  
about  t h i s ;  f o r  a l l  t h e y  know I ' m  a sweet l i t t l e  innocen t  a n g e l  s i t t i n g  on 
t o p  of t h e  world and it h u r t s  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  I l e t  them down." 

Th i s  sad l i t t l e  g i r l  ended he r  l e t t e r  w i t h  a request f o r  t h e  b rochure  
"Sexual ly  T r a n s m i s s i b l e  Diseases" and t h e  book "The Missing Dimension i n  
Sex . " 
Booklet Update A s  we've mentioned before,  when a p p r o p r i a t e  w e  are  
combining e x i s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  g i v e  o u r  r e a d e r s  more comprehensive 
informat ion  on g i v e n  sub jec t s .  A for thcoming e d i t i o n  of "Pagan Holidays-- 
o r  God's Holy Days -- Which?" w i l l  a l s o  i n c l u d e  "HOW Of ten  Should W e  
Partake of t h e  Lord's Supper?" and "God's Holy Days i n  t h e  New Testament"  
from t h e  September,  1982, "Good News."  R e p r i n t  No .  869, "Is Jesus God?", 
w i l l  be r e t i t l ed  " M i l l i o n s  D o  N o t  Know What C h r i s t  R e a l l y  Was." T h i s  
r e p r i n t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  a r t ic les  "Is Jesus God?", "The Mystery of Melchizedek 
Solved a t  L a s t ! " ,  "What Was Jesus L i k e  as a Human Being?" from t h e  
September, 1980, "Good N e w s , "  and a box t h a t  answers  t h e  q u e s t i o n  as t o  
whether Jesus had long  h a i r .  

.Worldwide News' Festival Issue We're wrapping up work  on our  a n n u a l  p re -  
Feast issue of "The Worldwide News."  Please encourage  t h e  b r e t h r e n  t o  
m a k e  u s e  of t h i s  i s s u e .  The a r t i c l e s  on how t o  p r e p a r e  for  t h e  Feast 
s p i r i t u a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  shou ld  b e n e f i t  members whether new i n  t h e  
Church o r  long-time v e t e r a n s  of many F e s t i v a l s .  

.Plain Truth. Writer Interviewed " P l a i n  Tru th"  s e n i o r  writer K e i t h  Stump 
was ca l led  August 26 by Gregory McLaughlin of CNN N e w s  i n  New York C i t y .  
Mr. McLaughlin had j u s t  read Mr. Stump's a r t i c l e  "Communication w i t h  t h e  
Dead -- Is I t  P o s s i b l e ? "  i n  t h e  September " P l a i n  Tru th ."  Mr. McLaughlin 
exp la ined  t h a t  he w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  cove r  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  S m u r l  f a m i l y  and 
t h e i r  "haunted house" i n  West P i t t s t o n ,  Pennsy lvan ia .  The s t o r y  has  
r ece ived  na t ionwide  a t t e n t i o n  i n  r e c e n t  w e e k s .  H e  asked i f  Mr. Stump f e l t  
t h e  S m u r l ' s  s t o r y  was l e g i t i m a t e  or a hoax and d i s c u s s e d  wi th  him some of 
t h e  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  " P l a i n  T r u t h "  a r t i c l e .  M r .  McLaughlin is a subscriber 
t o  "The P l a i n  T r u t h . "  

--Dexter Fau lkne r ,  E d i t o r i a l  S e r v i c e s  
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MEDIA SERVICES 

Greetings again from the Television studios. 

The response so far to the summer reruns of the "World Tomorrow" 
television program has been outstanding as Mr. Rice reported in the last 
"Pastor General's Report." 

The responses now for the first three weeks of August c6ntinue to climb. 
"The Middle East in Prophecy" program drew 33,051 calls (45,290 
originally); the "STD: Our Modern Plague" program drew 28,457 calls 
(32,055 originally); and the "Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse" program 
drew 33,908 calls (37,748 originally), 

The new fall programming is almost ready for dubbing and shipping out to 
the stations. Everyone in Television and others, including Mr. Tkach and 
his staff, who have seen the program are very excited about our new format 
which we feel will improve the effectiveness of the program. 

Please continue to pray for God to bless the response to the new fall 
programming. 

Here is the schedule of "The World Tomorrow" that will air in September 
1986: 

SEPT 6-7 THE STATE OF THE WORLD 
Is there a way to understand the complex times in which we 
live? Why, in an age of advanced technology, are we still 
beset with ever-increasing poverty, famine, terrorism and 
war? David Hulme shows, from the Bible, how we can find 
practical answers to our worries and fears in this troubled 
world, 

LIT OFFERED: The World Won't End This Way!, PT 

SEPT 13-14 SUPERPOWER CONFRONTATION? 
Will Russia attack America? Will America attack Russia? 
Will tensions between these two nations plunge the world 
into a nuclear war that could destroy all life on earth? 
David Hulme shows how Bible prophecy reveals that the 
emergence of a third superpower will drastically alter the 
course of world events. 

LIT OFFERED: Why Russia Will Not Attack America, The 
United States and Britain in Prophecy, PT 
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SEPT 20-21 WHAT IS MAN? 
Throughout t h e  a g e s  t h e  world 's  g r e a t  t h i n k e r s ,  
p h i l o s o p h e r s  and t h e o l o g i a n s  have wrestled wi th  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  -- "Why are w e  h e r e  on t h i s  e a r t h ? "  Y e t  n o t  one 
of them seems t o  know! David A l b e r t  shows how t h e  Bible 
r e v e a l s  t h e  t r u e  meaning of our e x i s t e n c e  and what 
humanity 's  u l t i m a t e  d e s t i n y  w i l l  be. 

L I T  OFFERED: What Is Man?, What D o  You Mean...Salvation?, 
PT 

SEPT 27-28 BLUEPRINT FOR PARENTING 
C h i l d r e n  are  one of t h e  most impor t an t  resources w e  have. 
Y e t  t o d a y ,  i n  t h e  Western world, too  many p a r e n t s  are 
unab le  t o  cope w i t h  c h i l d  r e a r i n g ,  t h u s  making c h i l d r e n  t h e  
v i c t i m s  of n e g l e c t  and even abuse. David Albe r t  shows how 
God's Word, t h e  Bib le ,  g i v e s  pract ical  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  b e i n g  

L I T  OFFERED: The P l a i n  T r u t h  About Ch i ld  Rea r ing ,  PT 

. s u c c e s s f u l  p a r e n t s .  

--Larry O m a s t a ,  Media S e r v i c e s  

FROM FLEET ADMINISTRATION 

REAR SHOULDER BELTS; BELTS 

Rear Shoulder Belts General  Motors w i l l  make rear-seat l a p / s h o u l d e r  b e l t s  
s t a n d a r d  equipment i n  i ts  passenge r  cars b u i l t  i n  North America i n  c e r t a i n  
1987 models. The b e l t s  w i l l  b e  i n  a l l  v e h i c l e s  by t h e  end of t h e  1989 
model yea r .  With t h i s  move, GM w i l l  become t h e  f i r s t  American au tomaker  
t o  s t a n d a r d i z e  rear-seat bel ts ;  t h e y  have been a v a i l a b l e  as  dealer- 
i n s t a l l e d  o p t i o n s  s i n c e  1980. 

Belts The d r i v e  be l t s  on your v e h i c l e  shou ld  be checked e v e r y  24-25,000 
miles, or more o f t e n ,  t o  keep your  v e h i c l e  i n  good o p e r a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n .  
I f  you choose t o  check them y o u r s e l f ,  examine t h e  b e l t s  f o r  c r a c k i n g ,  
f r a y i n g  and a s h i n y  o r  g l a z e d  surface where t h e y  c o n t a c t  t h e  p u l l e y s .  
Squeal ing or v i b r a t i n g  bel ts  can  be a good i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  ad jus tmen t  or 
replacement  is  needed. There are  t h r e e  main b e l t s  on most cars,  w i t h  an  
a i r  c o n d i t i o n i n g  b e l t  on A/C-equipped v e h i c l e s .  Some newer cars have o n l y  
one d r i v e  b e l t  t h a t  c o n t r o l s  a l l  t h e  sys t ems ,  called a " s e r p e n t i n e "  be l t .  
Loss of t h e  water-pump b e l t  can  cause o v e r h e a t i n g  and e v e n t u a l  e n g i n e  
s e i z u r e .  A l o o s e  or damaged g e n e r a t o r  b e l t  can  p r e v e n t  t h e  g e n e r a t o r  from 
charg ing  and run t h e  b a t t e r y  down. A f a u l t y  power s t e e r i n g  b e l t  can  lead 
t o  t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  power s t e e r i n g  system. A/C b e l t  problems can mean 
no A/C. B e l t  ad jus tmen t  o r  rep lacement  is a r e l a t i v e l y  low-cost 
main ta inance  i t e m  t h a t  can h e l p  p ro long  t h e  l i f e  of your v e h i c l e .  

--Dean May, Fleet  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
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MAIL PROCESSING UPDATE 

U.S. STATISTICS; ONE MILLION TV CALLS; IN-HOME PROGRAM INVALUABLE; 
PC AND CW CALLBACKS; REMINDER ABOUT OFFERINGS; 

U.S. Statistics Our c u m u l a t i v e  yea r - to -da te  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  J a n u a r y  
th rough  J u l y  have j u s t  been made a v a i l a b l e .  Most areas are  s t i l l  
e x p e r i e n c i n g  growth o v e r  l a s t  y e a r .  Here are t h e  f i g u r e s :  

C a  teq o r y 

T o t a l  Outgoing Mail 
T o t a l  Mail Received* 
Average Mail Received 

Per  Working Day* 
Books  and Booklets S e n t  
New N a m e s  Added t o  F i l e *  
T o t a l  WATS Cal l s  
Member Count 
Co-worker Count 
Donor Count* 
New CC S t u d e n t s  

(January-June o n l y )  

*The n e g a t i v e  p e r c e n t a g e s  
budge ta ry  c u t b a c k s  approved 

1985 

52,718,168 
3,586,047 

23,681 
2,578,462 
1,258,065 

583,144 
57,864 
61,168 

105,122 
79,293 

i n  some areas 
by Mr. Armstrong 

1986 Change - 
60,901,664 15.5 p e r c e n t  

3,428,813 -4.4 p e r c e n t  

22,643 
3,549,196 
1,026,867 
1,112,665 

60,408 
70,701 

103,195 
83,743 

-4.4 p e r c e n t  
37.6 p e r c e n t  

-18.4 p e r c e n t  
90.8 p e r c e n t  

4.4 p e r c e n t  
15.6 p e r c e n t  
-1.8 p e r c e n t  

5.6 p e r c e n t  

r e s u l t  p r i m a r i l y  from t h e  
l a s t  y e a r .  

One Million Tv Calls On Sunday, August 1 7 ,  o u r  WATS o p e r a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  
t h e  o n e - m i l l i o n t h  t e l e p h o n e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  te lecast  i n  1986. T h i s  is t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  w e  have e v e r  p a s s e d  t h e  one  m i l l i o n  m a r k  i n  TV ca l l s  w i t h i n  one 
c a l e n d a r  y e a r .  (The t o t a l  number o f  WATS ca l l s  would b e m u c h  l a r g e r  i f  w e  
were t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  o t h e r  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  s o u r c e s ,  s u c h  as  changes  of 
a d d r e s s ,  m i n i s t e r  v i s i t  r e q u e s t s ,  etc.)  W e  reached  t h i s  m i l e s t o n e  because  
of t h e  upsu rge  i n  WATS r e s p o n s e s  s i n c e  t h e  new telecasts began. 

In-Home Program Invaluable The WATS In-Home Program h a s  been a major 
factor i n  h e l p i n g  u s  keep pace w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  growth  i n  TV c a l l s  s i n c e  
January .  In-home operators have now answered 150,000 c a l l s  s i n c e  t h e  
program began i n  J u l y  1985. 

On a normal weekend, t h e s e  v o l u n t e e r s  answer a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20 p e r c e n t  of 
a l l  t h e  WATS c a l l s  which come i n .  For example,  on t h e  weekend of August 
16-17, in-home o p e r a t o r s  took 7 ,271  cal ls ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  2 1  p e r c e n t  of t h e  
t o t a l  c a l l s  r e c e i v e d .  The p e r c e n t a g e  of ca l l s  t a k e n  by in-home operators  
w i l l  i n c r e a s e  as more l i n e s  are added t o  t h e  SWIFT system. (SWIFT, which 
s t a n d s  for  S u p e r v i s e d  WATS In-Home Forwarding Technology,  is t h e  name 
g i v e n  t o  t h e  equipment  t h a t  ou r  e n g i n e e r s  d e s i g n e d  t o  r o u t e  and moni tor  
in-home c a l l s .  1 

PC and CW Callbacks The P e r s o n a l  Correspondence  and Co-worker Depar tments  
are a b l e  t o  s a v e  t h e  Work hundreds  of man-hours and thousands  o f  d o l l a r s  
each  y e a r  by u s i n g  t h e  WATS l i n e  t o  answer many b a s i c  q u e s t i o n s  from 
peop le  who c a l l  u s .  T h i s  p r o c e d u r e ,  known as  a " c a l l b a c k , "  takes much 
less t i m e  t h a n  w r i t i n g  and p r o c e s s i n g  a l e t t e r .  I t  a l s o  adds  a w a r m  and 
p e r s o n a l  t ouch .  Some of t h e  needs  and r e q u e s t s  handled  t h r o u g h  c a l l b a c k s  
are : 
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0 Prayer requests: giving encouragement to those who are sick and 

0 Counseling for financial and personal problems. 
0 Basic Bible questions dealing with the Sabbath, Holy Days, unclean 

letting them know we care. 

meats, etc. 

Any question needing a more detailed answer or dealing with a 
controversial issue is handled by letter or referred to the local 
minister. 

Since this program was instituted, 7,000 callbacks have been made. 

Reminder About Offerings With the Feast of Tabernacles coming up shortly, 
there is something that you as ministers can do to assist us in Mail 
Processing. In order to help us process Holy Day offerings quickly and 
accurately, would you please read the following to your congregation. Ask 
the members to: 

1. 

2. 

3 .  

4.  

5. 

Use the indexed offering envelopes provided from Headquarters 
whenever possible. Members can carry these envelopes in their 
briefcases or Bibles to make sure they are easily available and 
not forgotten. 
Have the PT subscription number handy in case the indexed 
envelopes are lost and unlabeled envelopes provided at the site 
must be used. Members can always write their subscription 
numbers in their Bibles. 
Be sure all checks and money orders are signed and/or 
countersigned, with money amounts properly filled out. 
Smooth out currency before placing it in the envelopes. This 
saves many man-hours which would otherwise be spent 
straightening out crumpled bills. 
Enclose only Holy Day offerings in the envelopes. Tithes or 
other funds should be sent separately or turned in at the 
Festival Business Office. 

We would like to thank you and the brethren for your continued help and 
cooperation. 

--Richard Rice, Mail Processing Center 

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

CHERNOBYL IMPACT SPREADS; DIPLOMATIC FLURRIES IN SOVIET BLOC AND ASIA;\ 
RELIGIOUS RESURGENCE IN EASTERN EUROPE 

Chernobyl Aftermath Soviet authorities attending a meeting of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna have reported new details on 
the aftermath of the explosion of a nuclear reactor at the Chernobyl plant 
last April 26. Their report--remarkably forthright in the opinion of 
Western experts--attributed the accident primarily to a succession of six 
operator errors at the plant. Plant technicians, in conducting an 
experiment, had shut off emergency cooling systems on the Number 4 reactor 
for more than 12 hours. This enabled the unpredictable graphite-regulated 
reactor to suddenly surge in power, resulting in an explosion. 
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The Sov ie t s  say  t h e  dea th  t o l l  now s t a n d s  a t  31 and t h a t  6,500 people  may 
d i e  prematurely.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  135,000 people evacuated i n  a 300- 
square-mile a r e a  around t h e  contaminated p l a n t  may no t  be able t o  r e t u r n  
fo r  four  years .  Top s o i l  is being scraped o f f  i n  par t s  of a 1,000-square- 
m i l e  a r e a  and hauled away f o r  b u r i a l  as nuc lea r  waste. 

The impact of t h e  explosion is s t i l l  being f e l t  i n  par t s  of Europe where 
winds  c a r r i e d  and depos i ted  r a d i a t i o n  from t h e  i n i t i a l  explosion.  Sheep 
farmers i n  Cumbria i n  northwest England, f o r  example, have had no choice  
b u t  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e i r  animals.  B u t  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  disaster is 
e s p e c i a l l y  pronounced i n  Scandinavia ,  according t o  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  which 
moved over REUTERS news wire on August 21: 

Latest measurements i n  Norway show inc reas ing  r a d i a t i o n  l e v e l s  
i n  sheep, r e indee r  and f i s h ,  while i n  neighboring Sweden, 
berries popular a l l  over Scandinavia have joined t h e  l ist  of 
f o o d s t u f f s  declared u n f i t  f o r  human consumption, fol lowing t h e  
nuclear  power p l a n t  acc iden t  i n  t h e  Soviet  Union. Tor 
Gunneroed, head of research  a t  Norway's D i r e c t o r a t e  f o r  Nature 
Management, t o l d  r e p o r t e r s  t h a t  l a tes t  measurements i n d i c a t e  
r a d i o a c t i v i t y  i n  l ichen--the main source  of n u t r i t i o n  f o r  
reindeer--may inc rease  by four  t o  f i v e  times on c u r r e n t  high 
l e v e l s .  Gunneroed said t h e  contamination meant t h a t  r e indee r  i n  
Norway and Sweden would be s l augh te red  i n  t h e  hundreds of 
thousands t h i s  autumn and t h e i r  meat l o s t .  Reindeer meat forms 
a r egu la r  par t  of t h e  Nordic d i e t .  Gunneroed said r e sea rche r s  
now f e a r  mass dea ths  of r e indee r  i n  two o r  t h r e e  years from t h e  
accumulation - of radiatTon. 
--- --- -- 

The contamination of b e r r i e s ,  meat and f r e s h  water f i s h  i s  
l i k e l y  t o  p l a y  havoc with t h e  e a t i n g  h a b i t s  of Norwegians and 
Swedes. I n  both c o u n t r i e s ,  berries grow w i l d  i n  huge amounts 
and a r e  a f a v o r i t e  d i sh .  Lingonberry growers s a i d  West German 
importers  have b l a c k l i s t e d  Sweden and domestic wholesalers  are 
reducing purchases  of b l u e b e r r i e s  and a rc t ic  raspberries. 
Researchers say  c a t t l e  have s o  f a r  escaped l a r g e  doses  of 
contamination because they  do n o t  eat  l i c h e n  or moss, which 
covers  much of t h e  Nordic count rys ide .  Lichen, un l ike  roo t  
p l a n t s ,  t a k e  nourishment from t h e  a i r  and absorbed much of t h e  
extra r a d i a t i o n  recorded i n  Scandinavia a f t e r  t h e  f i r e  a t  t h e  
Soviet  nuc lear  p l a n t .  

The p o l i t i c a l  f a l l o u t  between t h e  S o v i e t s  and t h e i r  East-bloc neighbors  is 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  c a l c u l a t e .  The disaster  c e r t a i n l y  fed new s t o r i e s  i n t o  t h e  
ant i -Soviet  joke m i l l  ("How do you measure Soviet-Pol ish f r i endsh ip?"  asks 
a Pole. "With a Geiger  counter .")  S t i l l ,  Eas te rn  Europeans a r e  h e a v i l y  
dependent upon nuclear  power gene ra to r s  f o r  t h e i r  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  with much 
of t h e  technology Soviet-supplied (though no East-bloc s ta tes  u s e  g r a p h i t e  
r e a c t o r s ) .  In  Western Europe t h e  Chernobyl blow-up fue led  a n t i n u c l e a r  
power groups i n  B r i t a i n  and West Germany, b u t  i n  France there was ha rd ly  a 
r i p p l e  of o f f i c i a l  o r  pub l i c  r e a c t i o n ,  no t  even a government sugges t ion  t o  
review t h e  n a t i o n ' s  ambit ious,  world-leading nuc lear  energy program. 

In l i g h t  of t h e  damage and h e a l t h  r i s k s  produced when j u s t  one of four  
r e a c t o r s  a t  one nuc lear  Dlant exploded. cons ider  t h i s  f a c t :  There a r e  
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approximately 150 nuclear power stations throughout Europe. It would not 
require a nuclear war in Europe to produce an unimaginable catastrophe-- 
but rather an attack by conventional shells and bombs on the nuclear power 
stations! 

Diplomatic Flurries The announcement on August 27 that Erich Honecker, 
the head of the Communist party in East Germany, will visit Beijing in 
October highlights a flurry of diplomatic activity involving three major 
sectors of the Communist world -- China, the Soviet Union and the East 
European bloc. Leaders in each region have their own agendas for 
encouraging the increased activity. 

In perhaps the most dramatic development, the Chinese Communist Party is 
embarking on a program to re-establish party-to-party ties with virtually 
all the East European Communist parties, relations which were severed with 
the onset of the Sino-Soviet break a quarter century ago. "The renewed 
links will mark a dramatic change in the Communist world," reported the 
August 23 LOS ANGELES TIMES. 

The trek to Beijing by Herr Honecker is expected to be followed in short 
order by visits by party chiefs from Hungary, Poland and Czechoslovakia. 
It is certain that these ties could not have been resumed without the 
approval of Soviet party chief Mikhail Gorbachev. As stated, leaders in 
all three regions have their own reasons for the chumminess. Soviet 
leaders apparently hope that party-to-party ties (as distinct from 
government-to-government diplomatic relations, which do exist) between 
Eastern Europe and China will be the first step in a process leading to 
links between the Soviet and Chinese parties. The Chinese leaders, 
however, have their own reasons. The uppermost may be their desire to 
encourage greater political independence on the part of the Eastern 
Europeans. Beijing still routinely denounces Soviet "hegemonism" or 
dominance of the communist world. For the East Europeans, they certainly 
see the Chinese initiative as a chance to put a little distance between 
them and Moscow. In sum, there is much activity across the broad expanse 
of Eurasia, and there is little doubt that Mr. Gorbachev is attempting to 
reverse the history of the past quarter century, as reported in the August 
3 TIMES of London: 

The Soviet leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, has begun the first stage 
of a diplomatic offensive aimed at realigning Russia and China 
in a powerful communist partnership. Gorbac hev last week 
launched his attempt to mend the fences, in disrepair for the 
past 25 years, in a speech at Vladivostok, 4 0  miles from the 
Chinese border. He announced that he was withdrawing troops 
from Afghanistan, and possibly some from Mongolia. 

This is seen in Moscow diplomatic circles as an opening effort 
to satisfy Chinese demands that before there can be an 
rapprochement, Russia must remove "obstacles" that lie across 
the path to better relations. The obstacles are: Soviet 
involvement in Afghanistan, Russian troop concentrations along 
the Chinese border (including a large presence in Mongolia) and 
Soviet support for Vietnam's military activities in Kampuchea. 
Gorbachev promised to withdraw 7,000 of the 120,000 Soviet 
troops from Afghanistan. He also said talks were under way 
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with Mongolia t o  withdraw Sov ie t  t r o o p s  from Mongolia's border 
with China. 

"History e n t r u s t e d  t h e  Sovie t  and t h e  Chinese peoples  with an 
extremely r e spons ib l e  mission,"  Gorbachev said.  "Why n o t  
support  each o t h e r ?  Why no t  coopera te  i n  implementing. our 
plans?" China qu ick ly  dismissed t h e  t r o o p  withdrawals as 
" i n s i g n i f i c a n t  ," but  Gorbachev probably d i d  n o t  expect 
immediate Chinese approval.  

'If t h e  Sovie t  Union succeeded i n  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  s t r o n g  par ty- to-  
p a r t y  t i e s  t h a t  were broken o f f  du r ing  b i t t e r  i d e o l o g i c a l  
q u a r r e l s ,  it would have powerful imp l i ca t ions  f o r  t h e  United 
States and t h e  res t  of Asia. Gorbachev knows t h a t  China is 
hard ly  l i k e l y  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  p o s i t i o n  i n  which it 
is  wooed by both superpowers. B u t  he knows a l s o  t h a t  any 
rapprochement would undermine t h e  American p o s i t i o n  i n  A s i a .  

A s  p a r t  of h i s  d ip lomat ic  o f f e n s i v e  Gorbachev is repor ted  t o  
have agreed t o  r e so lve  border demarcation d i s p u t e s  i n  China 's  
favor  and t o  have o f fe red  t o  t r a i n  t h e  f i r s t  Chinese a s t r o n a u t .  
However much China may wish t o  p l a y  them down, t h e  two powers 
a l r eady  have coopera t ive  p r o j e c t s .  L a s t  month a big Chinese 
t r a d e  e x h i b i t i o n  opened Moscow, - t h e  f i r s t  &I -3 years .  I t  
w i l l  be matched by a Sovie t  e x h i b i t i o n  i n  Peking next  year .  

Also commenting on MOSCOW'S China move w a s  J e r r y  F. Hough, s t a f f  member of 
t h e  Brookings I n s t i t u t e  i n  Washington, w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  A u g u s t  27 LOS 
ANGELES TIMES. The consequences of t h e  Kremlin's  "bold sweep" could 
s e r i o u s l y  impact t h e  United S t a t e s ,  he repor ted .  

In  t h e  decade s i n c e  t h e  dea th  of Mao Tse-tung, Soviet-Chinese 
r e l a t i o n s  have g radua l ly  improved, b u t  t h e  process  has  been 
e x c r u c i a t i n g l y  slow. Now a major breakthrough may be a t  
hand.... According t o  convent ional  wisdom, t h e  c u r r e n t  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  can be traced t o  t h r e e  a c t i o n s  by t h e  Sovie t  Union: 
i t s  invas ion  of Afghanis tan,  i ts suppor t  f o r  t h e  Vietnamese 
invasion of Cambodia, and i ts  l a r g e  m i l i t a r y  presence on i t s  
e a s t e r n  border .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  border  l i n e  i t s e l f  has been i n  
d i s p u t e ,  with t h e  Chinese claiming t h a t  it runs down t h e  main 
channel of t h e  Amur and U s s u r i  r i v e r s ,  and t h e  Sov ie t s  saying 
t h a t  it runs along t h e  r i v e r  banks on t h e  Chinese s ide. . . .  

The r e a l  concessions have been made on t h e  border ques t ion .  
F i r s t ,  Moscow has p u b l i c l y  agreed t o  t h e  Chinese d e f i n i t i o n  of 
t h e  r i v e r  boundary. I f  there are no ca t ches ,  t h i s  would g i v e  
China a number of i s l a n d s  t h a t  were t h e  scenes of bloody ba t t l e s  
i n  t h e  p a s t .  The Amur has a l r e a d y  been reopened t o  commercial 
t r a f f i c .  The Sov ie t s  a l s o  have. ..agreed t o  resume t h e  
cons t ruc t ion  of a r a i l r o a d  from Sov ie t  C e n t r a l  A s i a  t o  t h e  
Chinese province of Sinkiang t h a t  had been stopped i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1960s. 

The Chinese are r eac t ing  c o o l l y  i n  publ ic  t o  t h e s e  p roposa l s ,  
emphasizing t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  p rogres s  on t h e  Cambodian issue. 
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However, t h e y  are  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  economic open ings ,  and t h e  
border  concess ion  is a powerfu l  i n c e n t i v e  t o  r each  an  agreement  
on t h e  troop issue. 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e s e  moves is n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  Soviet-Chinese 
r e l a t i o n s .  F i r s t ,  S o v i e t  c o n c e s s i o n s  on t h e  r i v e r  boundary 
removed t h e  major obstacle t o  g i v i n g  s e v e r a l  d i sputed  o f f s h o r e  
i s l a n d s  t o  Japan.  The S o v i e t s  had f e a r e d  t h a t  s u c h  a g i f t  would 
cause China t o  harden i ts  demands fo r  d isputed  r i v e r  t e r r i t o r y .  
Now S o v i e t  diplomacy w i t h  Japan is  becoming ex t r eme ly  a c t i v e .  

And t h e  t iming  of t h e  S o v i e t s '  moves reaffirms - t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  
of t h e i r  c o u r t s h i p  of Europe. The Chinese  had announced a 
r e d u c t i o n  of 1 m i l l i r n  t r o o p s  some t i m e  ago. The S o v i e t s  were v - 
remarkably s low i n  responding ,  p r o b a b l y  - because  t h e y  were 
u n c e r t a i n  about where t o  relocate troops involved  i n  a border 
pul l -back.  A s h i f t  of l a r g e  numbers t o  t h e  West would f r i g h t e n  
Europe; i f  t h e y  were demobi l ized  before n e g o t i a t i o n s  wi th  
Europe, t h e  S o v i e t  Union would seem weak.  The S o v i e t s '  p r o p o s a l  
i n  June  . f o r  a m u t u a l  r e d u c t i o n  of 100,000 t o  200,000 t roops i n  
Europe i n  t h e  n e x t  yea r  or so, and a t o t a l  of 500,000 by t h e  
e a r l y  199Os, enab led  Moscow t o  make t h e  subsequen t  t roop-  
r e d u c t i o n  o f f e r  t o  Peking... .  

The S o v i e t  Union and China s t i l l  have many c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r e s t s  
and views,  and t h e y  are  u n l i k e l y  e v e r  t o  become c l o s e  a l l i e s  
aga in .  B u t  o n l y  a pe r son  guided  by hopes r a t h e r  t h a n  by t h e  
ev idence  would b e l i e v e  t h a t  n o t h i n g  is changing i n  S o v i e t  
po l icy . . . .  I n  any case w e  shou ld  n o t  k i d  o u r s e l v e s .  -- I f  t h e  
S o v i e t  Union is making s e r i o u s  o f f e r s  to Europe, Japan  and 
China,  w e  f a c e  a real  c h a l l e n g e .  

- -  
- ---- 

A s  f u r t h e r  ev idence  of t h e  g e o p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  g e n e r a t e d  under  t h e  
dynamic l e a d e r s h i p  of Mikhai l  Gorbachev, S o v i e t  o f f i c i a l s  r e c e n t l y  said 
t h e y  are c o n s i d e r i n g  e n t e r i n g  j o i n t  b u s i n e s s  v e n t u r e s  w i t h  Western 
n a t i o n s .  The U.S.S.R., t h e y  added, would even l i k e  t o  become a " f u l l -  
f l edged  member" of  t h e  Western-world Genera l  Agreements i n  Trade and 
T a r i f f s  (GATT), an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  devoted  t o  reducing  t rade  bar r ie rs  between 
n a t i o n s .  Moscow has  asked t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  as a n  o b s e r v e r  a t  an  upcoming 
GATT conference .  (How t h e  s t a t e - r u n  S o v i e t  economy would mesh wi th  t h o s e  
of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  world nobody knows.) 

And i n  perhaps  t h e  most remarkable e v i d e n c e  of  S o v i e t  openness  under  Mr. 
Gorbachev, t h e r e  are r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  Union would l i k e  t o  j o i n  
I n t e r p o l ,  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i c e  ne twork ,  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  combat growing 
l e v e l s  of crime, e s p e c i a l l y  drug  t r a f f i c k i n g .  The S o v i e t s  have p r e v i o u s l y  
been l o a t h e  t o  admit  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of s u c h  social  ills. 

Religious Resurgence Enlivens Eastern Europe Meanwhile y e t  a n o t h e r  
phenomenon, h i g h l y  d i s t u r b i n g  t o  communist a u t h o r i t i e s ,  is t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  
Eas t e rn  Europe -- a " f lower ing  of f a i t h , "  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  August 25 U.S .  
NEWS AND WORLD REPORT: 

Communist leaders f o r  40 y e a r s  have encouraged,  w i t h  va ry ing  
d e g r e e s  of i n t e n s i t y ,  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  L e n i n ' s  r e l i g i o n - f r e e  
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society. Yet their failure among peoples whose past is deeply 
rooted in the church has never been so strikingly evident as it 
is today.... The most disturbins development for East-bloc 
regimes -is the attraction of reliqion - fo; young people, whom 
governments depend upon as future key supporters. Exhorted by 
church leaders to follow reliaious belief rather than official 
dogma, many young people see C6mmunism as an uninspiring vehicle 
for cynical opportunists. In his May encyclical, Pope John Paul 
I1 defined the problem facing Communist authorities when he 
described the ideology of Marxism and the atheism supposed to 
flow from it as "spiritual ruin." 

The Polish Pope, whose selection in 1978 buoyed Catholics 
throughout the Eastern bloc, remains critical to the 
reawakening.... Czech authorities have vetoed a visit by John 
Paul. Ordinary Czechs still secretly circulate among themselves 
the soul-stirring comments he made during his 1983 trip to 
Poland.... 

Indeed, the one constant of Eastern European religious life is 
the ability to flourish in defiance of repression. Nowhere is 
this' clearer than in Romania, which has seen a spectacular 
growth among Protestant denominations despite years of hostile 
policies. More than 200,000 Baptists are now active in pressing 
for church space and in smuggling Bibles from abroad.... 

In Yugoslavia, which is not a member of the Eastern bloc, 
authorities tolerate religion but are openly concerned about its 
impact on the young. In one recent poll, 52 percent of young 
Yugoslavs -- up from 33 percent in 1965 -- described themselves 
as religious. The most dramatic public evidence of the 
spiritual revival in Yugoslavia is the pilgrimages by as many as 
100,000 believers to the village of Medjugorje. The faithful 
believe - the Virgin Mary's image has appeared there to young 
people every evening since June, 1981. 

The true bulwark of religion in Eastern Europe, however, remains 
the Polish Catholic Church. Over centuries, it has embodied the 
Polish national consciousness and has become, since the 
containment of Solidarity, a rallying point for opponents to the 
regime.... In a letter smuggled out of prison, Adam Michnik, one 
of Poland's best-known political prisoners until his recent 
release, wrote that "being religious is becoming a synonym for 
being in opposition. " 

-- 

Today, worship & Polish youth is unprecedented levels. In 
one recent poll, 75 percent said they participate in religious 
events and more ---- than half said they believe in miracles.... Pope 
John Paul's next trip to his homeland, experted in June, 1987, 
seems likely to serve again as a national catharsis. 

It's safe to say we will be looking at considerable political and 
religious activity across the dividing line in Europe in 1987 and beyond. 

--Gene Hogberg, News Bureau 


