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Newsstand Distribution All of u s  a t  Headquarters  would l i k e  t o  a s k  you 
p a s t o r s  t o  pass on t o  t h e  b r e t h r e n  hand l ing  t h e  newsstand c i r c u l a t i o n  
of "The P l a i n  Tru th"  our a p p r e c i a t i o n  for  t h e  tremendous amount of z e a l  
and ded ica t ion  shown i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  magazine. Please l e t  
them know t h a t  even though w e  t empora r i ly  must c u t  back i n  t h a t  area, 
we recognize t he i r  par t  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  Mr. Armstrong i n  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  
g r e a t  commission given t h i s  Work. 

Visit Requests W e  want t o  make sure t h a t  a l l  p a s t o r s  understand our 
c u r r e n t  p o l i c y  on hand l ing  new v i s i t  r e q u e s t  le t ters .  S ince  t h i s  is  a 
very c r i t i c a l  area and a major r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  all t h e  church pas- 
t o r s ,  w e  fee l  t h a t  f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  and i n s t r u c t i o n  is  necessary .  
(Though some of t h e  in fo rma t ion  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  applies 
only  t o  t h e  U.S. m i n i s t e r s ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  p r i n c i p l e s  apply  t o  a l l . )  

cal l .  Seve ra l  t h i n g s  should  be 
cons ide red  i n  t h i s  regard. F i r s t ,  
it is a . u d  
requests a re  made red labe l  and 

ent as to which 

V i s i t  r e q u e s t  l e t t e r s  a re  separated i n t o  two categories i n d i c a t e d  by 
t h e  co lo r  of label placed on t h e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  envelope t h a t  is s e n t  
t o  t h e  church pastors. The l e t t e r s  from i n d i v i d u a l s  who a re  very  new 
have a b l u e  l abe l  attached t o  them. These people have been s e n t  a 
l e t t e r  g iv ing  them t h e  name and t e l ephone  number of t h e  pastor i n  t h e i r  
a r e a  and i n v i t i n g  them t o  cal l .  Often these i n d i v i d u a l s  do n o t  ca l l ,  
b u t  t h e  oppor tun i ty  is g iven  t o  them anyway. (You a l s o  can fo l low up on 
these i f  you have time and a desire t o  do so.) 

A red label is used f o r  l e t t e r s  from i n d i v i d u a l s  who have a s t r o n g e r ,  
long-standing i n t e r e s t .  These i n d i v i d u a l s  have r ece ived  "The P l a i n  
T r u t h "  f o r  a year  or  more and a re  u s u a l l y  co-workers. They have re- 
ce ived  v a r i o u s  pieces of ou r  l i t e r a t u r e  and t h e i r  l e t t e r s  show a good 
understanding.  The l e t t e r  w e  send t o  these i n d i v i d u a l s  c o n t a i n s  t h e  
p a s t o r ' s  name and te lephone  number, b u t  i t  also a s s u r e s  them t h a t  our  
I 

m i n i s t e r  w i l l  c o n t a c t  them. 

people are  s t i l l  l a c k i n g  i n  i n t e r -  I From E d i t o r i a l  Services. . . . s I es t  and a r e  a waste of time t o  

- 
which b l u e  label.  W e  can make a 
mistake and a c c i d e n t a l l y  c l a s s i f y  
someone a s  a r e d  l abe l  who c l e a r l y  
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should have been a b lue  l a b e l .  O r ,  a miseva lua t ion  could a l s o  have 
been made i n  judging t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l e v e l  of i n t e r e s t .  T h i s  is 
probably unavoidable i n  a c e r t a i n  percentage of cases because w e  have a 
very l i m i t e d  amount of information t o  go on. I f  you run i n t o  a l e t t e r  
l i k e  t h a t ,  send it back t o  u s  a f t e r  you have c a l l e d  t h e  person. 

Another f a c t o r  t o  cons ider  i n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  p r o f i t a b l e n e s s  of v i s i t  
r eques t s  is t h a t  even some of our members do not  have t h e  l e v e l  of 
enthusiasm and i n t e r e s t  t h a t  w e  would l i k e  t o  see. So it shou ldn ' t  
seem unusual t o  f i n d  brand new people without  t h e  commitment, d i r e c t i o n  
and z e a l  t h a t  they need. L e t  u s  understand. P a r t  of t h e  p a s t o r ' s  j o b  
is t o  c u l t i v a t e  t h a t  i n t e r e s t  and l a y  t h e  groundwork f o r  God t o  con- 
t i n u e  t o  work w i t h  them though t h e  "World Tomorrow" t e l e c a s t  and t h e  
l i t e r a tu re ,  if t h a t  is a l l  they a re  ready f o r  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

I f  a l l  they want t o  do is "chew t h e  f a t , "  a s  one m i n i s t e r  mentioned, 
then be w i l l i n g  t o  p l e a s a n t l y  l i s t e n  and g e n t l y  d i r e c t  t h e  conversa t ion  
along p r o f i t a b l e  l i n e s .  B e  a l l  t h i n g s  t o  a l l  men. 

Perhaps a t  t h i s  time t h e  r e su l t  may seem l i k e  a b i g  ze ro ;  however, 
these people have shown enough i n t e r e s t  t o  ask f o r  s e v e r a l  pieces of 
l i t e r a t u r e ,  t o  resubscribe t o  "The P l a i n  T r u t h "  one or more times, t o  
give donat ions on more than  one occas ion  and t o  write t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  
i n i t i a t e d  t h e  v i s i t .  Taking a few minutes t o  t a l k  t o  them over t h e  
telephone or going t o  t h e i r  homes f o r  a v i s i t  does e s t a b l i s h  a very 
personal con tac t  between t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  and t h e  Church. We have t o  
have f a i t h  t h a t  God's Word w i l l  prosper  according t o  God's purpose. H e  
may not  desire t o  c a l l  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  be a member r i g h t  now. The 
va lue  may be f o r  a l a t e r  time. For example: That person undoubtedly 
has  f r i e n d s ,  r e l a t i v e s  and o t h e r  s o c i a l / b u s i n e s s  con tac t s .  The con tac t  
w i t h  you may r e s u l t  i n  a p o s i t i v e  comment t o  someone else t h a t  would 
h e l p  t h a t  i nd iv idua l  t o  come a long  toward t h e  t r u t h .  

This leads t o  another  a r e a  t h a t  h a s  been troublesome t o  many. That i s  
how t o  proper ly  handle  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  when an  ind iv idua l  only wants t o  
rece ive  t h e  church  address s o  t h a t  h e  can a t t e n d  church .  Obviously w e  
c a n ' t  i n v i t e  new people t o  church  without  f i r s t  working w i t h  them t o  
br ing  them t o  t h e  p l a c e  where they a re  ready. A t  t h e  same time w e  need 
t o  be c a r e f u l  no t  t o  cause o f f ense  or  g ive  the  impression they  a r e n ' t  
good enough o r  t h a t  we a re  a s e c r e t i v e  group. 

We a r e  enc los ing  w i t h  t h i s  issue of t h e  "Pastor  Genera l ' s  Report" a 
copy of t h e  t e x t - l i b r a r y  l e t t e r  used by t h e  Personal  Correspondence 
Department i n  answering q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  why i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e n ' t  
i n v i t e d  t o  church and c a n ' t  a t t e n d  s e r v i c e s  r i g h t  away. Also enclosed 
are two sample l e t t e r s  based on t h e  s t anda rd  t e x t  showing how t h i s  
ma te r i a l  i s  t a i l o r e d  t o  f i t  specif ic  s i t u a t i o n s .  These w i l l  be of h e l p  
t o  a l l  you i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m i n i s t e r s  a s  w e l l .  

P lease s tudy  these l e t t e r s  t o  glean from them t h e  v a r i o u s  approaches 
t h a t  should be used t o  exp la in  p rope r ly  t o  new i n d i v i d u a l s  why they 
can' t  be i n v i t e d  t o  se rv i ces .  This material  has  been very s u c c e s s f u l l y  
used by t h e  men i n  PCD both i n  w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  and t a l k i n g  t o  ind i -  
v i d u a l s  over t h e  telephone. 
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The main p o i n t s  we need t o  s t ress  a re  these :  The d i f f e r e n c e  between 
God's Church and t h i s  w o r l d ' s  churches,  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  need 
t o  be ready f o r  t h e  meat of God's Word t h a t  is  preached i n  church, t hey  
need t o  prove whether t h i s  is God's Church f i r s t  and they  need t o  be 
w i l l i n g  t o  y i e l d  t o  God b e f o r e  they begin  t o  a t t e n d  church s e r v i c e s .  

Obviously some i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  s t i l l  be upset. However, as  much a s  
possible w e  need t o  a v o i d  g i v i n g  o f f e n s e  by s t r i v i n g  t o  handle  church 
a t t endance  q u e s t i o n s  proper ly .  

Please make it a very  high p r i o r i t y  t o  g e t  i n  c o n t a c t  a t  l ea s t  by 
te lephone wi th  a l l  new i n d i v i d u a l s  as soon as poss ib le -wi th in  two or  
t h r e e  days of having r ece ived  t h e i r  l e t t e r s  from us .  Don't g ive  t h e  
impression t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  care by w a i t i n g  a week o r  two be fo re  c a l l i n g .  
A s  tenuous a s  i t  may seem, t h i s  is  t h e  f r u i t  of a l o t  of e f f o r t  t h a t  
has  gone before .  We d o n ' t  want t o  l e t  i t  f a l l  t o  t h e  ground when it 
reaches us .  W e  want t o  set a r i g h t  example of common cour t e sy  and 
concern a s  m i n i s t e r s  of Jesus C h r i s t ,  whether t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  become 
members o r  not .  

Deduction The "double t a x  deduct ion"  w i l l  cont inue  one more year .  
U.S. m i n i s t e r s  who have owned and occupied t h e i r  homes p r i o r  t o  Janua ry  
3,  1983, w i l l  be pe rmi t t ed  t o  con t inue  t o  l i s t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  and 
mortgage i n t e r e s t  a s  i t emized  deduc t ions  on t h e i r  income-tax r e t u r n s  
through t h e  1986 t a x  yea r .  This  is allowed even though t h e s e  items 
were pa id  wi th  t h e  t ax - f r ee  housing allowance. The I n t e r n a l  Revenue 
Se rv ice  announced t h i s  summer t h a t  it would n o t  apply  t h e  r u l i n g  t h a t  
d i sa l lows  t h i s  t a x  b e n e f i t  t o  m i n i s t e r s  u n t i l ' J a n u a r y  1, 1987. How- - 
ever ,  m i n i s t e r s  who have purchased homes a f t e r  January 2, 1983, a re  n o t  
e l i s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  b e n e f i t .  

** !l!O BE READ IN ALL CHURCHES** 

W e  have t e n t a t i v e  p l a n s  t o  hold  t h e  F e s t i v a l  i n  China once a g a i n  i n  
1986. W e  may be permitted t o  i n c l u d e  English-speaking European 
Church members i n  t h i s  group, which  was l i m i t e d  t o  North America 
t h e  f i r s t  year .  W e  were able  t o  add an  A u s t r a l i a n  con t ingen t  i n  
1985, which was very successful. 

P l ans  c a l l  f o r  t h e  group t o  assemble i n  Hong Kong f o r  Atonement. 
From t h e r e  t h e  F e s t i v a l  group w i l l  embark on a 16-day t o u r  of China 
inc lud ing  n i n e  days i n  Nanjing f o r  t h e  Feast. 

Any bap t i zed  member who is p h y s i c a l l y  able t o  make t h i s  e x t e n s i v e  
t r i p  from North America, A u s t r a l i a ,  England and Europe (English- 
speaking o n l y )  s h o u l d  s u b m i t  names of a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  pa r t i e s  by 
December 1 5  to :  F e s t i v a l  Office,  300  West Green Street ,  Pasadena, 
C a l i f o r n i a  91129, U.S.A. F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  e a r l y  
i n  1986. 
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** TO BE READ IN ALL CHURCHES ** 
W e  have r ece ived  word t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of one f ami ly  who a t t e n d e d  
t h e  Feast s i te  i n  M t .  Pocono, Pennsylvania  have c o n t r a c t e d  
measles- 

Thehefore, any f a m i l i e s  t h a t  have a t t e n d e d  t h e  M t .  Pocono Feast 
si3e t h i s  l a s t  year  should be a l e r t  t o  n o t i c e  i f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
e x h t b i t  any of t h e  symptoms of measles. 

The  symptoms are  as  fo l lows:  "cough wi th  co ld - l ike  symptoms, 
e l e v a t e d  tempera ture  over 1 0 1  degrees ,  inflammation of e y e l i d s ,  
l i g h t  s e n s i t i v i t y  and w h i t e  s p o t s  i n  t h e  mouth. After about  3 
day8 l a t e r ,  a brick-red i r r e g u l a r  r a sh  w i l l  break out ."  

I f  c h i l d r e n  do e x h i b i t  any such symptoms, p a r e n t s  should keep them 
horke; from both school  and church u n t i l  such t i m e  a s  it can be 
d e p l n i t e l y  determined whether or n o t  t hey  have the  measles. 

- I n t e  i a t i o n a l  N e w s  
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?rank Brown I n  t h e  United Kingdom and E i r e  "P la in  Tru th"  c i r c u l a -  
-s on t a r g e t  a t  j u s t  under 150,000, b r i n g i n g  u s  back t o  t h e  c i r c u -  
I l e v e l  b e f o r e  t h e  f i l e  was reduced by a major renewal program 
?r  t h i s  year .  The "Good N e w s "  l i s t  is con t inu ing  t o  grow: The 
1 "Good News"-offer ma i l ing  h a s  brought  i n  almost 4 4  p e r c e n t  
ise. A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e  t o t a l  mail f o r  t h e  year  
23.1 p e r c e n t ;  mail income was a l s o  p a r t i c u l a r l y  good i n  September 
3 35 .8 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  year-to-date t o t a l  t o  16 .1  
I t  . 
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King 
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ber of m i n i s t e r i a l  r e l o c a t i o n s  a r e  t ak ing  place i n  t h e  United 
im. Mr. David Bedford i s  moving from t h e  Southwest of England t o  
i n  t h e  East Midland churches.  The Southwest w i l l  now be se rved  . David House, who moves from Southampton. Mr. Robin Jones ,  who 

s s t o r e d  London f o r  almost 1 0  y e a r s ,  is handing over  t o  Mr. Barry 
2 ,  who moves down from t h e  Midlands area. Mr. Jones  moves south-  
t o  p a s t o r  t h e  Southampton area. The Cambridge church is saying  

?e t o  Mr. David S t i r k ,  a s  h e  t a k e s  over t h e  Basi ldon church.  H e  
cont inue  t o  s e r v e  i n  Luton. Mr. Melvin Rhodes, who h a s  been 
zing i n  t h e  Southwest area, w i l l  now p a s t o r  West Midlands and 
Wales. F i n a l l y ,  Mr. Edward Smith is  moving back t o  t h e  Head- 

? r s  a r e a  from Birmingham t o  assist i n  p a s t o r i n g  t h e  S t .  Albans, 
3mwood and Luton churches.  

igl ish- language "P la in  Tru th"  l i s ts  i n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  of Europe and 
i d d l e  East are growing s t e a d i l y .  I n  Europe t h e  l i s t  is  up 3 . 5  
it t h i s  month t o  35,537. I n  t h e  Middle East phenomenal growth has  
Zxperienced w i t h  many thousands of l e t t e r s  a r r i v i n g  over t h e  l a s t  
m t h s  from I r an .  Mail from t h i s  a r e a  h a s  obvious ly  been delayed 
I d i f f i c u l t  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h a t  count ry ,  b u t  now t h i n g s  seem f reer .  
11ly t h i s  unexpected growth is caus ing  s e v e r e  budgetary pressures 
i r i o u s  ad jus tments  a r e  having  t o  be made t o  s t a y  w i t h i n  budget .  
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I n  Afr ica ,  demands f o r  "The P l a i n  T r u t h "  a r e  a lways  h i g h ,  and w e  have 
t o  p u t  p o t e n t i a l  s u b s c r i b e r s  o n  a w a i t i n g  l ist  u n t i l  t h e  budget  allows 
u s  t o  commence t h e i r  s u b s c r i p t i o n s .  Mail from t h e  area is up 63.3 
p e r c e n t  over  l a s t  yea r .  Un l ike  l a s t  y e a r ,  however, l i t e r a t u r e  is  be ing  
mailed o u t  from t h e  local  of f ices  i n  Africa,  whereas b e f o r e  it was 
mailed o u t  from t h e  U.K. The f i l e  s i z e  i s  almost 55,000. 

A s  r e p o r t e d  e a r l i e r ,  w i t h  Uganda i n  p o l i t i c a l  t u r m o i l ,  p l a n s  t o  h o l d  
t h e  F e s t i v a l  i n  J i n y a  had t o  be c a n c e l e d  and  members met i n  t h e  home of 
Mr. W i l l i a m  Othieno. I t  was i n  a r u r a l  s e t t i n g  and t h e  young peop le  
en joyed  h e l p i n g  t o  draw water and  co l lec t  firewood. A c t i v i t i e s  in -  
c luded a barbeque,  f o o t b a l l  and v o l l e y b a l l ,  a h i k e  and a t a l e n t  show. 
Sermons were g iven  by Mr. Ben Kaswaga, who t r a v e l e d  from Nairobi,  and  
sermon tapes were a l s o  played.  Thank you fo r  your p r a y e r s  f o r  our 
b r e t h r e n  there.  

--Joseph Tkach,  Church A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

FROM EDITORIAL SERVICES 

NEW FORMAT; INVITATION; MILESTONE; DECEMBER G N ;  
BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS ; SOFTBOUND VERSION 

New Format With  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of t h e  Engl ish- language " P l a i n  T r u t h s "  
t o  32 pages, beginning  i n  March, and  t h e  o ther  b e l t - t i g h t e n i n g  t a c t i c s  
we a re  t a k i n g  i n  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  w e  a r e  having  t o  regear our t h i n k i n g  
i n  Ed i to r i a l .  Wi th  fewer a r t i c l e s ,  it i s  more impor t an t  t h a n  e v e r  t h a t  
they  appeal t o  a g e n e r a l  audience--and, of c o u r s e ,  now most a r t i c l e s  i n  
t h e  magazine w i l l  appear i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e d i t i o n s .  

Invitation I n  e a r l y  December leaders from seven  South Asian n a t i o n s  
w i l l  meet i n  Dhaka, Bangladesh, t o  form a socioeconomic b l o c  t o  promote 
peace and s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e i r  t r o u b l e d  r eg ion .  Mr. Armstrong was i n v i t e d  
t o  address t h i s  South Asian Regional  Coopera t ion  (SARC) s u m m i t  con fe r -  
ence.  A s  you no doubt n o t i c e d  i n  Mr. Armstrong 's  lectures  t o  t h e  
people  of S r i  Lanka, t h e s e  peop le  l i s t e n  t o  what  h e  says .  Unfortu- 
n a t e l y ,  because of h e a l t h  r easons ,  he  was f o r c e d  t o  d e c l i n e .  

Prime M i n i s t e r  R a j i v  Gandhi of I n d i a ,  King B i rendra  of Nepal, King 
Jigme Singy Wangchuck of Bhutan and  P r e s i d e n t  Ershad of Bangladesh, 
a long  w i t h  t h e  leaders of P a k i s t a n ,  S r i  Lanka and  t h e  Maldives,  j o i n t l y  
r e p r e s e n t  one f i f t h  of a l l  mankind. With these k i n d s  of door s  opening 
f o r  God's Work, you can see how much more w e  need t o  f e r v e n t l y  p r a y  f o r  
Mr. Armstrong 's  q u i c k  recovery .  

We p l a n  t o  send Ke i th  Stump, a " P l a i n  T r u t h "  s e n i o r  wr i te r ,  t o  cover  
t h e  confe rence  for  "The P l a i n  T r u t h "  a n d  t o  make  a su rvey  of c o n d i t i o n s  
i n  p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n  Bangladesh. Mr. Stump is lecturer i n  E u r a s i a n  
Geography a t  Ambassador Co l l ege  and  h a s  a thorough background i n  
Islamic h i s t o r y  and c u l t u r e .  

Milestone One m i l e s t o n e  w e  a re  e x c i t e d  abou t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  is 
t h e  i n t e r f a c e  of o u r  NCR word p r o c e s s i n g  system w i t h  P u b l i s h i n g ' s  
Bedford t y p e s e t t i n g  computer. This i n t e r f a c e  is t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  of a 
goal w e ,  w i t h  t h e  a i d  and  encouragement of Data P r o c e s s i n g ,  have  worked 
toward f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  now. 
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The NCR system is e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  primary word process ing  system 
h e r e  a t  Headquarters. With t h i s  i n t e r f a c e ,  any material w e  r e c e i v e  
from any of t h e  NCR systems can be d i r e c t l y  input  i n t o  t h e  Bedford 
system without  t he  need of re typing .  T h i s  w i l l  save n e a r l y  h a l f  a 
m i l l i o n  keystrokes monthly. J u s t  another  example of how God is  using 
modern technology t o  g e t  t h e  Gospel message out .  

December GN No cutbacks i n  "Good N e w s "  c i r c u l a t i o n  a re  planned. The 
December issue w i l l  reach more than  730,000 subscribers.  Even though 
t h e  major i ty  of t h e  r eade r s  a r e  nonmembers now, "The Good N e w s "  is 
s t ronger  d o c t r i n a l l y  than  ever.  Mr. Armstrong h a s  remarked t h a t  even 
t h e  newest r eade r s  should know what kind of magazine they a r e  reques t -  
ing,  and t h a t  we shou ldn ' t  ho ld  back o r  water down anything i n  "Good 
N e w s "  a r t ic les .  

Birth Announcements The Church is growing! Now t h a t  "The Worldwide 
N e w s "  has  completed t h e  F e s t i v a l  e d i t i o n ,  t h e  s t a f f  is  wrapping u p  t h e  
Nov. 18  issue. More than  1 0 0  b i r t h  announcements t h a t  accumulated over 
the  Feast break w i l l  be publ ished i n  t h a t  issue. 

Softbound Version Advance cop ie s  of t h e  softbound v e r s i o n  of Mr. 
Armstrong's "Mystery of t h e  Ages" a re  i n .  They have r e t a i n e d  t h e  
b e a u t i f u l  roya l  purple w i t h  t h e  gold embossed t i t l e  from t h e  j a c k e t  
cover of t h e  hardback book. A s  one of our s t a f f  mentioned, it is  t h e  
best q u a l i t y  sof tback  book w e  have seen. 

--Dexter Faulkner,  E d i t o r i a l  Se rv ices  

AMBASSADOR COLLEGE UPDATE 

ENVOY; GRADUATES; COLLEGE CATALOGS ; PRAYERS ; 

Envoy Since r e t u r n i n g  from t h e  Feast of Tabernacles,  t h e  f a c u l t y  and 
admin i s t r a t ion  a r e  back i n  " f u l l  swing." I am happy t o  r e p o r t  t h a t ,  i n  
every way, w e  have had a very f i n e  c o l l e g e  year  t h u s  f a r .  

I t  i s  encouraging t o  see how many b r e t h r e n  have wanted t o  buy a copy of 
t h e  new 1985 "Envoy." Mr. Dennis Robertson, Di rec tor  of College 
Pub l i ca t ions ,  j u s t  r e c e n t l y  informed m e  t h a t  dur ing  t h e  Feas t  w e  re- 
ceived about 3,000 "Envoy" o r d e r s  from U.S. Feast s i tes ,  p l u s  a number 
from t h e  overseas  a rea .  This is  about  1 ,000  more than w e  a n t i c i p a t e d  
receiving.  Since t h e  College only p r i n t e d  about 2 ,000  copies ,  w e  w i l l  
have t o  order another 3,000 s o  we can accommodate a l l  of t hose  who want 
a copy of t h e  1985 "Envoy." 

We have rece ived  many f avorab le  comments concerning t h e  new "Envoy." 
I t  is  t h e  second l a r g e s t  "Envoy" w e  have ever publ ished.  And though it 
doesn ' t  have q u i t e  a s  many co lo r  pages as  some previous "Envoys," i t  
does have some very  i n t e r e s t i n g  pictures (both i n  co lo r  and black-and- 
w h i t e ) ,  p lus  o t h e r  p o i n t s  of i n t e r e s t .  

I f  any of you m i n i s t e r s  d i d  no t  g e t  your copy of t h e  new 1985 "Envoy," 
then p l ease  l e t  u s  know r i g h t  away, so  w e  can inc lude  you (or  any 
o t h e r s  you know of who w i s h  a copy) a long w i t h  t h e  count t h a t  w e  w i l l  
be giving t o  our publ isher  i n  t h e  near f u t u r e .  
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Gradi tes You w i l l  be happy t o  know t h a t ,  aga in  t h i s  year ,  we employed 
a s i  ible group of t h e  May, 1985, gradua te s  d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  Work of 
God. As you know, t h e  College was founded f o r  t h e  express  purpose of 
t ra i r  ng young men and women t o  s e r v e  i n  t h i s  ever-growing Work. 

The ollowing f i g u r e s  r evea l  how God's c o l l e g e  is f u l f i l l i n g  t h a t  
impoi a n t  purpose: God's Work h i r ed  7 1  s t u d e n t s  from t h e  1983 graduat- 
ing l a s s ;  89 s t u d e n t s  were h i r e d  from t h e  1984 graduates:  t h e  Work 
a l s o  ;ired 61 B.A. g raduates  p lus  12 A.A. graduates--making a t o t a l  of 
73 gi .duates--from t h e  May, 1985, c l a s s .  

This 7ews should be very encouraging. I t  shows t h a t  God's c o l l e g e  
cont. u e s  t o  t r a i n  i ts  s t u d e n t s  f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  God's Work. Besides,  
thost who a r e  not employed by t h e  Work immediately a f t e r  graduat ion  a r e  
able :o go ou t  i n t o  t h e  l o c a l  church  a r e a s  and better r ep resen t  t h e  
grea God and H i s  way of l i f e  a s  a r e s u l t  of being t r a i n e d  by God's 
mini: .ers a t  Ambassador College. 

C o l l l  je Catalogs The 1986-87 e d i t i o n s  of t h e  Ambassador College 
c a t a  )gs  (Pasadena and B i g  Sandy) a r e  now ava i l ab le .  W e  a r e  mai l ing  
copii ; of each t o  a l l  f u l l - t i m e  min i s t e r s .  Local church elders, a s  
well is o t h e r s  who might  need one (or b o t h ) ,  may r eques t  them from t h e  
r e s p  : t i v e  A a i s s i o n s  Off ices .  

Pray, :s Once aga in  I ask f o r  your cont inued  p raye r s  f o r  Ambassador 
Colll je t h a t  w e  may cont inue t o  produce abundant f r u i t .  I t  i s  a g r e a t  
p r i v  .ege t o  be able  t o  cont inue se rv ing  i n  God's c o l l e g e  along w i t h  
t h e  I :ny o the r  dedicated m i n i s t e r s  and f a c u l t y  members. 

And. it is a b l e s s i n g  f o r  u s  i n  Pasadena t o  serve  a t  t h e  very Head- 
quar i r s  of God's Work. I t  i s  a l s o  a g r e a t  joy  t o  be p a r t  of t h e  team 
whic  God has  p u t  toge ther  t o  a s s i s t  H i s  a p o s t l e  a t  H i s  Headquarters 
s i t u ,  :ed on t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  campus. 

--Raymond F. McNair , Deputy Chancellor 

- FROM 'ACILITIES ADMINISTRATION 

SUCC :SFUL FEAST; COOPERATION THE KEY; PREPARING FOR 1986 

Succ ;sful Feast The outs tanding  success of t h e  1985 Feast of 
Tabe iacles h a s  l i t e r a l l y  been r epor t ed  from t h e  "four co rne r s  of t h e  
e a r t  I c e r t a i n l y  add my voice i n  suppor t  of these r epor t s .  

I n  a d i t i o n  t o  our own r e p o r t s ,  there a re  many glowing r e p o r t s  from 
pub1 : o f f i c i a l s  and bus iness  people from around t h e  world express ing  
appr : i a t i o n  f o r  church members and t h e i r  exemplary a t t i t u d e .  Their 
expe .ences with members i s  c e r t a i n l y  a marked c o n t r a s t  t o  dea l ing  w i t h  
t h e  !neral  publ ic .  

Coop :ation the Key While s t i l l  savor ing  t h e  success of t h e  1985 
Fest pal, t h e  s t a f f  is b u s i l y  prepar ing  f o r  t h e  Feast of Tabernacles 
1986 Housing n e g o t i a t i o n s  a r e  underway even now a t  t h e  va r ious  s i tes .  
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With the  church  membership cont inuing  t o  grow, w e  w i l l  probably be a t  
or near t h e  100,000 m a r k  i n  a t t endance  nex t  year  i n  t h e  United S ta tes  
alone. This has  a dramatic impact on housing i n  any given area. 
Therefore,  w e  m u s t  be cont inuing  t o  improve our o rgan iza t ion  of housing 
arrangements and every facet of t h e  F e s t i v a l  opera t ion .  Everything 
m u s t  work more and more smoothly w i t h  ever g r e a t e r  cooperat ion by t h e  
membership. 

Preparing for 1986 There a re  few items t h a t  Mr. Tkach and I have 
discussed t h a t  w i l l  be h e l p f u l  i n  prepar ing  our  members fo r  t h e  
F e s t i v a l  i n  1986. 

1. 

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

5 .  

Housing con t inues  t o  be a major a r e a  i n  which members need t o  be 
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  comply. 

o Members should n o t  make housing arrangements u n t i l  t h e  planner 
is  publ ished.  Otherwise, w e  have no c o n t r o l  over t h e  usage of 
housing e s t ab l i shmen t s  and thereby  t h e  rates. This can even a f fec t  
our a b i l i t y  t o  cont inue t o  use a F e s t i v a l  s i te .  

o I f  a person is improperly t reated f o r  any reason by a housing 
es tab l i shment ,  t h i s  should be brought  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  
F e s t i v a l  Advisor or  Housing Officer and noted on t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
handed o u t  near t h e  end of t h e  Feast. These are our  means of 
so lv ing  housing problems. W e  e v a l u a t e  t h e  comments on t h e  ques- 
t i o n n a i r e s  thoroughly seeking o u t  t h e  problems t h a t  need t o  be 
resolved. 

Members should be i n s t r u c t e d  i n  saving second t i t h e ,  t h e  u s e  of i t ,  
and t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of t h e  F e s t i v a l  t i t h e  t o  provide  f o r  t h e  needy, 
t h e  m i n i s t e r s  and t h e  ope ra t ion  of t h e  sites. 

Although many church  members t r a n s f e r  t o  o the r  F e s t i v a l  sites a t  
w i l l ,  it may be necessary t o  work o u t  a r o t a t i o n  by which some s t a y  
a t  t h e i r  ass igned  s i t e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  f i l l  p o s i t i o n s  of respon- 
s i b i l i t y .  In Pasadena, because of ope ra t ing  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  as a 
F e s t i v a l  s i te ,  w e  normally r e q u i r e  employees t o  remain i n  t h e i r  
jobs  approximately one out of t h r e e  years .  This r o t a t e s  t h e  re- 
s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  s t i l l  makes it p o s s i b l e  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  conduct 
t h e  Feast. Each pas to r  mus t ,  of course,  a s s e s s  h i s  own needs t o  
f u l f i l l  church  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

W e  have t o  be concerned about customs i n  t h i s  soc i e ty .  Tipping is  
a par t  of t h e  c o s t  of s e r v i c e  provided. I n  a few cases ,  some 
members have not  t i pped  f o r  whatever reason. This is noted by some 
as i n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  c h u r c h ' s  a t t i t u d e .  People should be i n -  
structed t h a t  it is  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t i p  and i n  cases of except iona l  
s e r v i c e  one should g ive  more than  t h e  15%. 

Traveler  's checks  should be encouraged, e s p e c i a l l y  where people a r e  
ca r ry ing  more than $300 or  $400. I n  one h o t e l  everyone was paying 
t h e  e n t i r e  c o s t  of t h e  eight-day pe r iod  i n  $100 b i l l s .  Some es tab-  
l i shments  a r e  n o t  equipped t o  keep s a f e l y  t h i s  much cash. A worse 
problem is f o r  one t o  be observed c a r r y i n g  l a r g e  sums of cash. I t  
makes u s  vu lne rab le  t o  a s s a u l t s ,  burglar ies  and robbe r i e s .  I t  j u s t  
i s n ' t  prudent i n  t h i s  s o c i e t y  t o  c a r r y  l a r g e  sums of money. 



4 

1 

PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, NOVEMBER 1 5 ,  1985 PAGE 9 

There are  p robab ly  o t h e r  items t h a t  s h o u l d  be covered  b u t  these a re  
some of t h e  major areas. W e  appreciate your  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  
make t h e  F e s t i v a l  o p e r a t i o n  smoother w i t h  each p a s s i n g  y e a r .  

- - E l l i s  L a  Ravia, F a c i l i t i e s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

PUBLISHING SERVICES UPDATE 

N e w s s t a n d  Outlets  Service New Y o r k  C o m m u t e r s  I n  e a r l y  August " P l a i n  
Tru th"  newsstand magazine d i s p l a y s  were i n s t a l l e d  i n  59 New York  subway 
and Long I s l a n d  commuter s t a t i o n s .  Every day, hundreds of thousands  of 
commuters f r e q u e n t  t h e s e  s t a t i o n s .  They w i l l  now have  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
become a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  " P l a i n  T r u t h "  magazine. Over 30,000 " P l a i n  
Tru th"  magazines per month are  e x p e c t e d  t o  be d i s t r i b u t e d  by t h i s  
program. 

'Hystery of the A g e s m  B o o k  Update I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p o s i t i v e  r e sponse  
of God's Church t o  t h e  "Mystery of t h e  Ages" book, w e  are now r e c e i v i n g  
book rev iews  i n  c e r t a i n  magazines  and newspapers.  

The p r e s t i g i o u s  LIBRARY JOURNAL r e c e n t l y  recommended t h e  book f o r  bo th  
"pub1 i c  and r e l  i g i o u s  c o l l e c t  i o n s .  " Pub1 i c  and schoo l  1 ibr  ar i a n s  refer 
t o  recommendations i n  LIBRARY JOURNAL a s  a gu ide  t o  de t e rmin ing  which 
books t o  purchase .  Every y e a r  over  40,000 new book t i t l e s  a re  p r i n t e d  
i n  t h e  U.S. ,  b u t  less t h a n  one  i n  1 0  r e c e i v e  reviews. Sales of Mr. 
Armstrong's book have reached  what our New York  p u b l i s h e r  descr ibed  a s  
"good sales f o r  a hardcover  r e l i g i o u s  book" i n  n o n r e l i g i o u s  books to res .  

Some of t h e  l e a d i n g  c h a i n  stores now c a r r y  t h e  book fo r  sale.  The 
l o c a l  Waldenbooks s t o r e  i n  t h e  Pasadena mall i s  f e a t u r i n g  a large wall  
d i s p l a y  h i g h l i g h t i n g  Mr. Armst rong ' s  book a l o n g s i d e  James Michener ' s  
l a t e s t  novel  TEXAS. 

Mr. Armstrong h a s  now r e c e i v e d  wide media exposure a s  a renowned book 
au tho r .  I n q u i r i e s  have been r e c e i v e d  from other  pub l i she r s  who desire 
t o  know whether t h e  book would be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  commercial paperback 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  or  fore ign- language  t r a n s l a t i o n  and  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

--Ray Wright,  P u b l i s h i n g  S e r v i c e s  

MA I L  PROCESS I NG UP DATE 

BOOK OFFER; COMMENTS; MAIL HEAVY; BIG SANDY MILESTONE 

B o o k  Offer Mr. Armstrong 's  offer  of "Mystery of t h e  Ages" t o  "Good 
N e w s "  s u b s c r i b e r s  is b r i n g i n g  i n  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  response!  I n  1 0  days  
we have r e c e i v e d  96,721 letters--a 2 0 . 1  p e r c e n t  r e t u r n .  (The l e t t e r  
was s e n t  t o  480,000 p e o p l e  i n  a l l . )  

The h i g h e s t  r e sponse  fo r  any p r e v i o u s .  l e t t e r  fo r  t h e  same number of 
days was 9.2 p e r c e n t ,  when t h e  book "Tomorrow . . What I t  W i l l  B e  
L i k e "  was of fe red  s i x  y e a r s  ago. Thus, t h e  r e sponse  t o  "Mystery of t h e  
Ages" is more t h a n  twice a s  high.  I t  is t o o  e a r l y  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  pro- 
j ec t  how many r e q u e s t s  we w i l l  r e c e i v e .  However, w e  expec t  i t  t o  be 
over  40 p e r c e n t .  
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Comments We have r ece ived  hundreds of l e t t e r s  from co-workers thanking 
Mr. Armstrong f o r  sending them h i s  book. They f e l t  honored t o  r ece ive  
t h i s  inva luable  g i f t .  Many members have a l s o  w r i t t e n  t o  expres s  t he i r  
deep personal  thanks f o r  what they describe a s  t h e  most i n s p i r i n g  and 
important piece of l i t e r a t u r e  Mr. Armstrong h a s  ever wr i t t en .  

Following a re  a few brief comments: 

'HOW e x c i t e d  I am t o  hear  about t h e  book you a re  working on! I t  is  
something t h e  world is sad ly  i n  need of t o  complement t h e  Bible .  I t  
w i l l  f i l l  a b i g  void." 

N e w  Mexico 

"Your book is  t h e  best, most h e l p f u l ,  i n s p i r i n g  book I ' v e  read,  a p a r t  
from t h e  B i b l e .  It  f i l l s  i n  t h e  gap of 'here a l i t t l e ,  there  a 
l i t t l e .  I "  

Pennsylvania 

"I wish t o  t e l l  you how much I enjoyed 'Mystery of t h e  Ages. '  I t ' s  a s  
i f  Mr. Armstrong put  every th ing  I ' v e  been t a u g h t  s i n c e  I came i n t o  t h e  
Church i n t o  t h a t  book." 

Pennsylvania 

"The book was s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  I f i n i s h e d  reading  it t h e  second day 
I had it, and I am s t a r t i n g  t o  read it a second time." 

F lo r ida  

Mail Heavy Most of t h e  mail  backlog (500,000 p i e c e s )  t h a t  accumulated 
during t h e  Feast has  been processed. Although our workload is gener- 
a l l y  back t o  normal, w e  cont inue t o  see a 25 percen t  i n c r e a s e  i n  mai l .  
W e  have rece ived  over f i v e  m i l l i o n  p i e c e s  so  f a r  t h i s  year--one m i l l i o n  
more than f o r  t h e  same pe r iod  l a s t  year .  Most of t h i s  i nc rease  can  be 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  growth i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  of "The P l a i n  T r u t h "  and "The 
Good News."  

Big Sandy Milestone In  j u s t  1 9  months of opera t ion ,  t h e  B i g  Sandy WATS 
a r e a  has  taken 500,000 c a l l s .  The t o t a l  number of phone c a l l s  answered 
a t  both Pasadena and B i g  Sandy i n  t h a t  pe r iod  was 1.5 mi l l ion .  The 
Texas ope ra t ion  now answers about  40  percent  of each weekend's 
r esponse. 

In between c a l l s ,  t h e  B i g  Sandy WATS s t a f f  a l s o  he lps  u s  t o  process  a 
po r t ion  of t h e  r o u t i n e  mail r ece ived  i n  Pasadena. T h i s  year  a lone,  
they have handled 500,000 pieces of mail and saved t h e  Work consider-  
able money i n  wages. Without t h e  he lp  of B i g  Sandy, w e  would f i n d  i t  
extremely d i f f i c u l t  t o  keep pace w i t h  t h e  burgeoning growth we're 
experiencing . 

--Richard Rice, Mail Processing Center 


