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REPORT FROM THE TREASURER'S OFFICE 

A t  t h e  end of  t h e  f i r s t  t h i r d  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  income is s t i l l  lower t h a n  
p r o j e c t e d .  T h a n k f u l l y ,  t h i s  c o n t i n u e s  to be o f f s e t  by an  almost equal 
amount t h a t  t h e  depa r tmen t s  are under  budgeted  expenses .  Although income 
has not  m e t  our e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  w e  have a yea r - to -da te  i n c r e a s e  of 9% o v e r  
l a s t  yea r .  A l i t t l e  background might  be h e l p f u l  t o  show what h a s  happened. 

You may recal l  t h a t  l a s t  year  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a l o t  of  emphasis  on be ing  
prepared f o r  t h e  Holy Day o f f e r i n g s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a v e r y  f i n e  i n c r e a s e  i n  
t h e  s p r i n g  o f f e r i n g s  of  almost 30% over  1983. T h i s  y e a r ,  w e  were comparing 
our  numbers w i t h  t h o s e  l a rge r - than -ave rage  i n c r e a s e s .  And because  t h e r e  
has  n o t  been t h e  same emphasis  on be ing  p r e p a r e d  i n  1985, t h e  to ta l  offer-  
i n g s  were a c t u a l l y  less t h a n  l a s t  y e a r  by about 4 % .  T h i s  has  lowered o u r  
o v e r a l l  ave rage  f o r  t h e  year  to t h e  9% f i g u r e .  

I n  view of  t h e  lower t h a n  expec ted  o f f e r i n g s  d u r i n g  t h e  Days of Unleavened 
Bread, I hope w e  a l l  w i l l  be bet ter  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  P e n t e c o s t  o f f e r i n g .  
I n c r e a s e d  income w i l l  m a k e  p o s s i b l e  t h e  h i r i n g  o f  more badly-needed minis -  
ters to  v i s i t  new p r o s p e c t i v e  members and to care f o r  t h e  local churches ,  as 
w e l l  as i n c r e a s e  our a b i l i t y  to s p r e a d  t h e  good news of  God's  soon-coming 
Kingdom. 

--Leroy Nef f ,  Treasurer 

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

Wednesday, May 1, M r .  H e r b e r t  Armstrong l e f t  f o r  a n o t h e r  o v e r s e a s  t r i p .  
P l e a s e  p r a y  f o r  t h e  success of  a l l  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  and f o r  God's p r o t e c t i o n  
and good h e a l t h  f o r  him and h i s  p a r t y .  We're l o o k i n g  forward  to  h e a r i n g  
abou t  t h e  t r i p  i n  t h e  near  f u t u r e .  

T h i s  past  Sabba th ,  M r .  M a r k  McCulley gave a s e r m o n e t t e  i n  t h e  Audi tor ium PM 
c o n g r e g a t i o n  on t h e  s u b j e c t  of  f e s t i v a l  s ign-up  and p r e p a r a t i o n .  H e  d i s -  
cussed  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  and v i t a l  p o i n t  I want t o  mention to  a l l  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  
Mr. McCulley p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Feast  of T a b e r n a c l e s  is a 
l e s s o n  i n  f o l l o w i n g  the government  of God. 
F e s t i v a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  requires f o l l o w i n q  d i r e c t i o n s .  I t  r e q u i r e s  paying a t -  
t e n t i o n  to  d e t a i l s  of i n s t r u c t i o n ,  and f o l l o w i n g  through on t h o s e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s .  W e  know t h e  Feast of  T a b e r n a c l e s  is a foreshadow p i c t u r i n g  t h e  won- 
d e r f u l  World Tomorrow, to  be  r u l e d  by t h e  government o f  God as a d m i n i s t e r e d  
by t h e  Kingdom of  God. O u r  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  Feast  each  y e a r  is 
an o p p o r t u n i t y  to  e x p e r i e n c e  and grow i n  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  and u n i t y  t h a t  re- 
s u l t  from f o l l o w i n g  t h e  government of  G o d .  

Each y e a r  a t  f e s t i v a l  s i t es  around t h e  wor ld ,  God's  people set  a s h i n i n g  ex- 
ample of c o o p e r a t i o n ,  peace and c a r e f u l l y  c o o r d i n a t e d  organizat ion--made 
p o s s i b l e  by God's Holy S p i r i t  working i n  u s ,  i n s p i r i n g  u s  t o  be  r e s p o n s i v e  
t o  H i s  government. People i n  t h e  local communit ies  o f t e n  have a hard  t i m e  
unde r s t and ing  how i t  is p o s s i b l e  f o r  s e v e r a l  thousand people t o  come to- 
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g e t h e r  i n  one place and have so few problems. T h a t  is because t h e y  s imply  
have no comprehension y e t  of  t h e  real  s o l u t i o n  t o  a l l  t h e  w o r l d ' s  problems, 
which w i l l  be t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of God's qovernment to a l l  t h e  e a r t h  when 
C h r i s t  r e t u r n s .  

Each of u s  is a bond s e r v a n t  of G o d ,  bought  and paid for by t h e  blood of 
Jesus C h r i s t .  A t  baptism, w e  made an  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  s u r r e n d e r  to  G o d  and H i s  
a u t h o r i t y  i n  our l i v e s .  I f  w e  are f a i t h f u l  t o  t h a t  commitment, w e  grow y e a r  
by year  i n  t h e  u n i t y ,  c o o p e r a t i o n  and peace t h a t  come as a direct  result  o f  
y i e l d i n g  o u r s e l v e s  to t h e  government of G o d  i n  e v e r y  aspect of ou r  l i v e s .  

T h i s  y i e l d e d n e s s  s h o u l d  be reflected i n  o u r  p r e p a r a t i o n  for t h e  Feast of  
Tabe rnac le s .  Each of  u s  must f a i t h f u l l y  do h i s  par t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a d m i n i s t r a -  
tors,  f e s t i v a l  c o o r d i n a t o r s ,  pastors, associates, a s s i s t a n t s ,  elders, dea- 
cons ,  f e s t i v a l  a d v i s o r s  and l a y  members. W e  a l l  must know t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
and f o l l o w  them. O f  course, it is n o t  n a t u r a l  for humans to  follow i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s .  Bu t  w i t h  G o d ' s  S p i r i t ,  w e  n o t  o n l y  l e a r n  - how to  follow i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  
w e  a l so  l e a r n  whu w e  are to  f o l l o w  them. A s  w e  make  a h a b i t  of  i t ,  w e  come 
t o  d e e p l y  appreciate and even  - l o v e  t h e  r e s u l t s - - t h e  end product--of t h e  way 
of God, of c o o p e r a t i o n ,  of submiss ion  t o  H i s  government. God's way pro- 
duces peace. I t  produces  u n i t y .  I t  p roduces  a l l  t h e  p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  t h e  
world sees e x h i b i t e d  by G o d ' s  people a t  t h e  Feast of T a b e r n a c l e s .  

Our  careful and y i e l d e d  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Feast of T a b e r n a c l e s  is an  i m -  
p o r t a n t  part  of t h e  s p i r i t u a l  momentum and growth n e c e s s a r y  t o  prepare u s  
to f u l f i l l  our c a l l i n g  as a pa r t  of t h e  soon-coming government headed by our 
Master, S a v i o r  and elder brother ,  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  So l e t ' s  a l l  keep i n  mind 
t h e  need to be d i l i g e n t  i n  f o l l o w i n g  a l l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  upcom- 
i n g  Feast. And be sure to  h e l p  God's people unde r s t and  t h e  need to  do SO 
also. 

As each of u s  does h i s  pa r t  i n  f o l l o w i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  y i e l d i n g  o u r s e l v e s  
to t h e  government of  God i n  H i s  Church,  t h e  Feast becomes more of t h e  t rue  
foretaste of t h e  World Tomorrow t h a t  G o d  i n t e n d s .  

On ano the r  s u b j e c t ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t r a n s f e r s  of U.S. m i n i s t e r s  
have now been made. I had an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c u s s  these t r a n s f e r s  w i t h  
Mr. Armstrong l a s t  F r i d a y ,  Apr i l  26. Each of  t h e  men invo lved  was t h e n  con- 
tacted on Monday, and p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  moves are now under  way. Most 
moves w i l l  take place i n  e a r l y  summer, j u s t  af ter  most s c h o o l s  beg in  t h e i r  
summer v a c a t i o n s ,  w h i l e  a few others w i l l  take place l a t e r  i n  t h e  summer. I 
r e a l l y  appreciate t h e  f i n e  a t t i t u d e s  of a l l  t h e  men be ing  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  and 
t h e  en thus i a sm w i t h  which t h e y  are l o o k i n g  fo rward  to the i r  new a s s i g n -  
ments.  W e  w i l l  p u b l i s h  t h e  l ist  of t r a n s f e r s  i n  n e x t  w e e k ' s  PASTOR GENER- 
AL'S REPORT. 

Recent  0 r d i  na ti ons  

On t h e  f i r s t  day of Unleavened Bread ,  A p r i l  6, M r .  Ear l  S t .  Denis ,  of t h e  
Wetaskiwin, Alber ta ,  church ,  was o r d a i n e d  a local church  elder by church  
pastor M r .  W i l l  Wooster. And on t h e  l a s t  day  o f  Unleavened Bread, A p r i l  1 2 ,  
Mr. C h a r l e s  Lowe was o r d a i n e d  a local church  elder i n  Bridgetown,  Sarbados. 
Hands were l a i d  on him by e v a n g e l i s t  Mr. Leroy  N e f f ,  r e g i o n a l  director M r .  
S t a n  B a s s  and church  pastor M r .  Arnold  Hampton. 
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I n t e r  n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

From M r .  Frank Brown The a n t i c i p a t e d  d e c l i n e  i n  PLAIN TRUTH c i r c u l a t i o n  
has occurred i n  t h e  U . K . ,  Scand inav ia ,  European c o n t i n e n t  and Middle E a s t .  
T h i s  decrease is t h e  result  of t h e  change i n  t h e  renewal  system l a s t  y e a r ,  
which meant t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a " p i l i n g  up" of  renewals .  These  renewals  have 
now taken  t h e i r  t o l l ,  w i t h  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  U.K.  d ropping  t o  about 
100 ,000 .  Wi th  our na t ionwide  a d v e r t i s i n g  campaign j u s t  g e t t i n g  under way, 
however, w e  e x p e c t  t h e  f i l e  t o  grow aga in .  I t  s h o u l d  reach t h e  h i g h e s t  e v e r  
l e v e l  of over  160 ,000 .  

W e  are a l so  t e s t i n g  a new four-colour i n s e r t  card i n  t h e  U.K. newsstand edi-  
t i o n  and w e  hope t h i s  w i l l  boost o u r  a l r e a d y  h e a l t h y  response  of 2.5% t o  a n  
even h i g h e r  l e v e l .  

Mail income for March was up 11% over  March of l a s t  y e a r ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  year-  
to-date i n c r e a s e  to  2%. 

PLAIN TRUTH c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  c e n t r a l  and n o r t h e r n  A f r i c a  has  remained s t a b l e  
s i n c e  i t  was n o t  affected i n  t h e  same way by t h e  change i n  t h e  renewal  sys -  
tem. I n  t h i s  area, c i r c u l a t i o n  has t o  be c a r e f u l l y  c o n t r o l l e d ,  otherwise 
it would grow beyond o u r  means to  s u p p o r t  it f i n a n c i a l l y .  C i r c u l a t i o n  is 
now 55,700, which is 47% h i g h e r  t h a n  March, 1984. The membership is growing 
a t  a remarkable rate--there are now 404 b a p t i s e d  members--up 10.1% from 
1984. 

Following our offer of The  GOOD NEWS t o  P L A I N  TRUTH readers of t w o  y e a r s  
s t a n d i n g ,  our GOOD NEWS c i r c u l a t i o n  has  grown c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  a l l  areas, as 
t h e  fo l lowing  statist ics show: 

U. K. 13,890 +25% 
S cand i nav i a 754 +48% 
C o n t i n e n t  of  Europe 3,330 +33% 
Middle Eas t  1,164 + 9% 

Plans  for t h e  1985 Feast of T a b e r n a c l e s  are w e l l  under way, and most U.K. 
members have a l r e a d y  selected the i r  s i t e  p r e f e r e n c e s .  A b o u t  150 U.K. 
b r e t h r e n  w i l l  be t r a v e l l i n g  abroad t o  .keep t h e  Feast. I t  seems t h a t  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  of t h e  American dol lar  may have made t h e  U.K. sites more at t rac-  
t i v e  to  American v i s i t o r s  t h i s  yea r .  A l ready  450 t r a n s f e r s  t o  t h e  U.K. 
have been confirmed.  M r .  P a u l  S u c k l i n g  and I are p lann ing  to  v i s i t  most of 
t h e  U.K. s i t es ,  and w e  also hope t o  have l i v e  s a t e l l i t e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  from 
Pasadena to J e r s e y ,  Dunoon, S o u t h p o r t  and Tenby. 

With t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  w o r k  load a t  Els t ree  House, w e  have had t o  r e t h i n k  o u r  
o f f i c e  arrangements .  The  m a i l i n g  area has  been e n l a r g e d  to cope w i t h  t h e  
e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  ou t f low,  and M r .  C l i f f  N e i l 1  has  j o i n e d  t h e  s t a f f  t o  h e l p  
i n  t h i s  area. F u r t h e r  changes w i l l  t a k e  place i n  o f f i c e  l a y o u t  when M r .  
Gerry van der Wende j o i n s  t h e  team i n  May, t r a n s f e r r i n g  from P u b l i s h i n g  
S e r v i c e s  i n  Pasadena. H e  w i l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  evermore complex fi- 
n a n c i a l  p l ann ing ,  f o r e c a s t i n g  and back-charging involved  i n  p u b l i s h i n g  op- 
e r a t i o n s .  H e  w i l l  a lso i n v e s t i g a t e  and moni tor  a l l  p r i n t  costs, e v a l u a t i n g  
cost e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a t  e v e r y  s t a g e .  S i n c e  w e  now p r i n t  1 0  e d i t i o n s  of The  
PLAIN TRUTH and two e d i t i o n s  of  The  GOOD NEWS here i n  t h e  U.K. ,  t i g h t  f i nan -  
c i a l  c o n t r o l s  are e s s e n t i a l .  

--Joseph T k a c h ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  
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UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

WATS C a l l s  Rece ived  i n  Members' H o m e s  I s  Possible N e w  Breakthrouqh 

W e  are c u r r e n t l y  c o n d u c t i n g  a p i l o t  program i n  which some c a l l s  i n  r e sponse  
t o  "The WORLD TOMORROW" program are answered i n  p r i v a t e  homes. WATS ca l l s  
coming i n t o  t h e  Pasadena  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  c a n  now be a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
d i v e r t e d  to  a church  member's r e s i d e n c e  by programming h i s  home phone 
number i n t o  ou r  r e c e n t l y  acquired " a u t o m a t i c  c a l l  d i s t r i b u t o r  ." 
There  are a number of p o t e n t i a l  b e n e f i t s  i n  hav ing  church  members answer 
ca l l s  i n  the i r  homes: 

0 A l m o s t  a l l  c a l l s  c o u l d  be handled  by l i v e  operators, even  w i t h  accel- 
erated growth i n  t e l e p h o n e  response .  

0 I t  p r o v i d e s  many a d d i t i o n a l  operators a t  p r a c t i c a l l y  no cost. 
More ca l l s  could be t a k e n  d u r i n g  periods of u n u s u a l l y  h i g h - r e s p o n s e .  

0 "In-home operators" c o u l d  p r o v i d e  a n  emergency backup sys t em i n  case a 
number of operators were ill or a b s e n t .  
I t  g i v e s  many a d d i t i o n a l  members a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to s e r v e  t h e  C h u r c h  i n  
a direct  way. 
I t  is much more c o n v e n i e n t  and less e x p e n s i v e  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s  to  s e r v e  
i n  t h i s  way t h a n  d r i v e  long  d i s t a n c e s  t o  Pasadena  or Big Sandy. 

P r e s e n t l y ,  operators p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h i s  p i l o t  program are Nail Process- 
ing  employees or v o l u n t e e r s  who have been s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  and s e r v e  on a 
r e g u l a r  basis .  T h e  same s t r i c t  p r o c e d u r e s  followed i n  our  WATS depa r tmen t  
are ma in ta ined  for home calls. 

As r e sponse  to "The WORLD TOMORROW" program c o n t i n u e s  t o  climb, w e  foresee 
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of s e t t i n g  up "in-home operator" s y s t e m s  i n  o t h e r  c i t i e s  
across t h e  Un i t ed  States.  We'll keep you informed i f  t h e  program p roves  t o  
be s u c c e s s f u l  and meets expec ted  s t a n d a r d s .  

Abor t ion  Ar t ic le  Evokes Heavy Response 

As expec ted ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  on a b o r t i o n  i n  t h e  May PLAIN TRUTH b rough t  i n  a 
f lood  of l e t te rs .  Many readers were shocked and d e e p l y  moved a t  how wide- 
spread t h e  practice of a b o r t i o n  h a s  become. W h i l e  a f e w  e x p r e s s e d  c o n t r a r y  
b e l i e f s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  were v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  and d e f i n i t e l y  ag reed  wi th  t h e  
ar t ic le .  Fol lowing  are some of t h e  l e t te rs  w e  r ece ived :  

I c o n g r a t u l a t e  you on t h e  May 1985 a b o r t i o n  ar t ic le .  Your de- 
s c r i p t i o n  of  what commonly happens to a f e t u s  i n  an  a b o r t i o n  was 
t h e  most gruesome, h o r r i b l e  t h i n g  I have hea rd  described. B u t  as 
u n s e t t l i n g  as t h i s  is, people need t o  know. I would n o t  even 
m u t i l a t e  an  an imal  l i k e  t h i s ,  l e t  a l o n e  a human. No creature de- 
s e r v e s  t h i s  sort of  death. . . .  Eve ry  t i m e  I read about a b o r t i o n ,  I 
f i n d  the  s i t u a t i o n  much more a p p a l l i n g  and gruesome t h a n  I had 
e v e r  p r e v i o u s l y  imagined. And i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I am a " f e m i n i s t . "  

L.M. (Beve r ly  H i l l s ,  CA) 
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For a good w h i l e  a f te r  r e a d i n g  M r .  T o t h ' s  a r t i c l e  on a b o r t i o n  i n  
t h e  May P L A I N  TRUTH, my stomach d i d  n o t  want t o  s e t t l e  down. T h a t  
a r t i c l e  s h o u l d  somehow be required r e a d i n g  for  e v e r y  man and 
woman, doctor and nu r se .  H o w  long  is God Almighty going  to  pu t  up  
w i t h  s u c h  atrocious and abominable  wickedness? 

G.A. (Somerset, OH) 

I am w r i t i n g  you conce rn ing  t h e  a r t ic le  on a b o r t i o n  i n  t h e  May 
i s s u e  of The PLAIN TRUTH. I am o n l y  twe lve  and some peop le  may 
s a y  t h a t  I ' m  too young to  have an  o p i n i o n  on a b o r t i o n .  

Well, I t h i n k  i t  is r e a l l y  wrong, Babies have a r i g h t  t o  l i v e  
j u s t  as  you and I do, no matter how small t h e y  are. If  t h e i r  
hea r t s  beat,  t h e y ' r e  a l i v e !  The doctor who o v e r s e e s  a n  a b o r t i o n  
is ve ry  g u i l t y .  G o d  is a g a i n s t  a b o r t i o n .  I t  s a y s  so i n  t h e  
B i b l e !  And t h e  B i b l e  is a l l  true.  

C h i l d r e n  can  be a real  b l e s s i n g  to  a f a m i l y .  B u t  there w i l l  be 
some women who w i l l  never  know o n l y  because t h e y  went th rough 
w i t h  t h e  a b o r t i o n  and l e t  t h e  doctor k i l l  the i r  own f l e s h  and 
blood. I am g l a d  t h a t  you stepped o u t  and p u b l i s h e d  an  a r t i c l e  
l i k e  t h a t .  Keep up t h e  good w o r k !  

P.B. ( I v y t o n ,  KY) 

I have been r e a d i n g  your p u b l i c a t i o n  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  b u t  I found 
your a r t i c l e  on a b o r t i o n  i n  t h i s  issue n o t  t o  be f i l l e d  w i t h  "un- 
de r s t and ing . " .  .. P o p u l a t i o n  growth is t h e  main cause of m o s t  of 
t h e  w o r l d ' s  economic and social  problems. E a c h  y e a r  w e  add more 
people t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e  and each y e a r  w e  have more s t a r v a t i o n ,  
m a l n u t r i t i o n ,  and wars. 

Crusading  a g a i n s t  a b o r t i o n  does n o t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  main problem, 
which is u n c o n t r o l l e d  p o p u l a t i o n  growth. Dea l ing  w i t h  one pa r t  
t h a t  m a k e s  t h e  main problem worse w i t h o u t  d e a l i n g  s e r i o u s l y  w i t h  
t h e  other side of t h e  problem is h y p o c r i t i c a l .  Most women i n  t h e  
world have a b o r t i o n s  n o t  out of s e l f i s h n e s s  b u t  because t h e y  can- 
n o t  support  and take care of more c h i l d r e n .  

D.W. (Tallahassee, F L )  

Your a r t ic le  on a b o r t i o n  made m e  r e a l i z e  what a mistake I wou ld  
have made i f  I had l i s t e n e d  to  my b o y f r i e n d .  H e  wanted m e  t o  g e t  
an a b o r t i o n ,  b u t  I would n o t  l i s t e n .  I k e p t  t e l l i n g  him I needed 
more t i m e  to t h i n k .  B u t  I r e a l i z e  he  was o n l y  t h i n k i n g  of him- 
se l f . .  . . 
My d e f i n i t i o n  of  a b o r t i o n  is murder. Does mankind have t h e  r i g h t  
to choose who s h o u l d  l i v e  and who s h o u l d  d i e ?  N o ,  one of t h e  
g r e a t e s t  g i f t s  of G o d  to  women is t h e  b r i n g i n g  0 f . a  new l i f e  i n t o  
t h e  world.  I a m  a s t r o n g  b e l i e v e r  i n  G o d ,  and there w i l l  be a day 
t h a t  J e s u s  C h r i s t  w i l l  teach people to  have d i f f e r e n t  o p i n i o n s  
toward unborn c h i l d r e n .  

Thank you for w r i t i n g  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  So many people need t o  read 
t h i s ,  and i f  I e v e r  come across someone who is t h i n k i n g  about 
g e t t i n g  a n  a b o r t i o n ,  I w i l l  l e t  h e r  read t h i s  a r t i c l e  so s h e  w i l l  
unde r s t and  what happens to t h a t  unborn c h i l d .  

S.C.  (T ren ton ,  N J )  
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A f t e r  r e a d i n g  your a r t i c l e  on a b o r t i o n  i n  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH, I was 
v e r y  surpr i sed  a t  how many women have had an  a b o r t i o n .  I c a n ' t  
see how anyone c o u l d  take t h e  l i f e  of  an  unborn c h i l d .  They must 
n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  are k i l l i n g  one o f  God's wonderfu l  mira- 
cles. I f  t h e y  don' t want to have a baby why don'  t t h e y  u s e  one o f  
t h e  b i r t h  c o n t r o l  methods.... A t  l e a s t  t h e n  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  have t o  
murder an i n n o c e n t ,  helpless ,  unborn c h i l d .  God h a s  a purpose  
f o r  each  and e v e r y  one o f  u s  on ear th ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t a k i n g  a 
l i f e  is one of them. 

S .R. ( C h i l l i c o t h e ,  OH) 

I a m  a C a t h o l i c  pr ies t .  I c o n g r a t u l a t e  you on your a r t ic le  based 
on statist ics on a b o r t i o n .  I t  is one of t h e  best I have read. 
Without  h e s i t a t i o n ,  I c o u l d  use  i t  as it reads from t h e  p u l p i t .  

J . M .  (McAllen, TX) 

- -Richard R i c e ,  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

"BITBURG CONTROVERSY" SOURS U.S .-GERMAN FELATIONS; 
CENTRAL AMERICA: U . S .  POLICY I N  SHAMBLES 

Everywhere t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  l o o k s  these days  there is trouble.  F o r t y  
y e a r s  a f te r  emerging as t h e  world's  p reeminen t  power, c h a l l e n g e s  abound as 
never before. A f t e r  a h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  f i r s t  term i n  office,  P r e s i d e n t  
Reagan is su r rounded ,  rather sudden ly ,  by f o r e i g n  problems. R e b u f f e d  by a 
" le t '  s-not-get- involved" Congress ,  h i s  C e n t r a l  American p o l i c y  l ies ,  for 
t h e  moment a t  least ,  dead i n  t h e  water. H i s  p o l i c y  of  " c o n s t r u c t i v e  en- 
gagement" w i t h  Sou th  Afr ica ,  i n t e n d e d  t o  d i f f u s e  r e g i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s  
t h roughou t  S o u t h e r n  Africa and keep t h e  Communists a t  bay,  is under a t t a c k  
both  i n  Congress  and on t h e  campuses of American c o l l e g e s .  

The a l l - i m p o r t a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  J a p a n  is s e r i o u s l y  endangered by de- 
mands f o r  trade r e t a l i a t i o n  a g a i n s t  Tokyo. A t  stake is c o n t i n u e d  harmony 
between Washington and i ts  former  P a c i f i c  enemy of f o r t y  y e a r s  ago. 

On top of a l l  t h i s ,  as t h e  t i m e  t o  commemorate t h e  4 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of V-E 
Day (May 8,  1945)  draws nea r ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f i n d s  h imsel f  c a u g h t  between a 
rock and a hard place wi th  r e g a r d  to  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  U.S. and t h e  Fed- 
e ra l  Repub l i c  of Germany, t h e  modern-day wes te rn  two- th i rds  of America's 
pr imary  World War I1 European a d v e r s a r y .  I t  a l l  r e v o l v e s  around t h e  
"B i tbu rg  con t rove r sy . "  

P r e s i d e n t  Reagan had ag reed  t o  a r e q u e s t  by C h a n c e l l o r  Kohl t o  v i s i t  t h e  
German army b u r i a l  ground i n  t h e  small town o f  B i t b u r g ,  near  t h e  Luxembourg 
border, as a v i s i b l e  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  between t h e  American 
and German peoples. C h a n c e l l o r  Kohl  s u g g e s t e d  t h i s ,  it is sa id ,  as a resul t  
of  having had a similar r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  M i t t e r r a n d  of F rance .  
They ear l ier  m e t - a t  a cemetery  i n  Verdun, F r a n c e ,  which c o n t a i n s  t h e  re- 
mains of both  F rench  and German soldiers o f  World War I.  

Anxious to emphasize t h e  good r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  a t  pres- 
e n t ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  good-na turedly  consen ted .  S h o r t l y  afterward t h e  p l a n  
blew apar t  when it was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  B i t b u r g  cemetery  c o n t a i n s  t h e  
remains of 4 9  Waffen-SS soldiers among t h e  2,000 bodies l y i n g  there. (An 
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advance team from t h e  White House, i n  going  to t h e  cemetery,  d i d  n o t  n o t i c e  
t h e  SS g r a v e s t o n e s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  because of snow on t h e  ground.)  

A howl of protest  t h e n  arose among World War I1 v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and 
e s p e c i a l l y  J e w i s h  groups  and c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp s u r v i v o r s .  (The SS as a 
whole was r e s p o n s i b l e  for running t h e  camps, a l t h o u g h  t h e  Waffen-SS u n i t s ,  
who were e l i t e  combat forces, were n o t  involved . )  The P r e s i d e n t  was urged 
i n  many quarters, i n c l u d i n g  82 members of t h e  S e n a t e ,  to c a n c e l  t h e  B i t b u r g  
p o r t i o n  of h i s  s t a t e  v i s i t  to  West Germany. On t h e  eve  of h i s  v i s i t ,  ove r  
300 House members a l so  recommended c a n c e l l a t i o n .  Chance l lo r  Koh l ,  however, 
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  t r i p  remain as p lanned ,  as t h e  p r e s t i g e  of h i s  government 
was on t h e  l i n e ,  to  s a y  noth ing  of t h e  v e r y  f u t u r e  of t h e  U.S.-German rela- 
t i o n s h i p .  Despite t h e  domestic o p p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h e l d  f i r m ,  g r e a t -  
l y  r e l i e v i n g  h i s  embarrassed and aggr i eved  German h o s t s .  

W h i t e  House  C h i e f  of S t a f f  Donald T. Regan t o l d  reporters t h a t  M r .  Reagan is 
"anguished" by t h e  protests aroused by t h e  planned v i s i t ,  and he added 
du r ing  a n  i n t e r v i e w  on CBS N e w s '  t e l e v i s e d  "Face t h e  Nat ion"  program t h a t  
" t h e  P r e s i - d e n t  has  been q u i t e  upset, as h e ' s  been a s t a u n c h  f r i e n d  of 
Israel."... M r .  Regan added t h a t  t h e  a f f a i r  w i l l  " l e a v e  a scar on him (Rea -  
g a n ) ,  because he is wounded by t h i s  i n t e r n a l l y .  I n  h i s  hear t ,  he w i l l  be 
h u r t  a t  what h a s  been said about him and h i s  i n s e n s i t i v i t y ,  when h e ' s  a v e r y  
s e n s i t i v e  pe r son , "  Regan said of t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  

I t  was r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  WASHINGTON POST t h a t  former P r e s i d e n t  R icha rd  M. 
Nixon p r i v a t e l y  urged P r e s i d e n t  Reagan l a s t  week no t  t o  back down from 
p l a n s  to  v i s i t  t h e  cemetery.  T h e  POST claimed t h a t  Whi te  House sources said 
t h a t  former S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  a e n r y  A.  K i s s i n g e r  a lso urged Reagan to  go  
ahead w i t h  t h e  planned v i s i t ,  c i t i n g  t h e  impor tance  of r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  West 
Germany. 

T h e  s t r o n g e s t  remarks a g a i n s t  t h e  v i s i t  were made by S e n a t o r  Alan  Crans ton  
( D - C a l i f  .), who went f u r t h e r  t h a n  other s e n a t o r s  i n  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  rela- 
t i o n s  between t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  c o u l d  be s e r i o u s l y  damaged i f  Reagan goes 
ahead w i t h  t h e  v i s i t .  " I f  Germany, i n  i ts i n s i s t e n c e  on our P r e s i d e n t ' s  
honoring t h e  Nazi  war dead,  is t r y i n g . . . t o  p r e t e n d  t h a t  t h e  N a z i s  were any- 
t h i n g  other than  t h e  lowest and v i l e s t  of c r i m i n a l s ,  t h e n  w e  must wonder 
whether  t h e  l e s s o n s  of World War I1 have a l r e a d y  been f o r g o t t e n  by t h e  c u r -  
r e n t  leaders of Germany," Crans ton  s a i d .  " I f  t h a t  is so, perhaps -- w e  had 
better reassess O U ~  r e l a t i o n s h i 2 "  w i t h  W e s t  Germany. 

I t  is a b i t  i r o n i c  t h a t  so much f u s s  s h o u l d  be made over  t h e  cemetery i n  
B i tbu rg .  T h e  town i t se l f  is small--only 12,000 i n h a b i t a n t s .  I t  is p a r t  of 
an unusual  " tw in  c i t y "  arrangement .  Located nearby is t h e  s i te  of t h e  U . S .  
A i r  Force 36 th  Tact ical  F i g h t e r  Wing, which houses  1 1 , 0 0 0  A i r  Force person-  
n e l  and t h e i r  dependents .  The  r e s i d e n t s  o f  B i t b u r g  l a r g e l y  l i v e  off  t h e  
U.S.  m i l i t a r y  b u s i n e s s .  Ever s i n c e  t h e  base was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1952, local 
r e l a t i o n s  between Germans and Americans have been good. I n  t h e  b i g g e s t  
i rony  of a l l ,  on e v e r y  Memorial Day s i n c e  1959, t h e  U.S.  base commander has  
jo ined  t h e  mayor of B i t b u r g  i n  l a y i n g  a wreath a t  t h e  same spot where t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  was asked t o  p l a c e  one. I t  goes  w i t h o u t  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  bu rghe r s  
of B i t b u r g  are confused.  I t  has ,  as one source s t a t ed ,  "shaken t h e  f a i t h  of 
many c i t i z e n s  here; p e o p l e  who are open ly  proud of t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  t h e y  of- 
fe r  servicemen from a c o u n t r y  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  was t h e i r  closest a l l y . "  
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The upshot  of t h e  whole a f f a i r  is t h a t ,  a f t e r  a 40-year "honeymoon" of 
sorts,  U.S .  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  German people, l i k e  those w i t h  J a p a n ,  are  
marked for a change. 

One of t h e  most fo rbod ing  ar t ic les  appeared i n  t h e  A p r i l  26 ,  1985 LOS 
ANGELES TIMES. W r i t t e n  by t h e  TIMES Bonn c o r r e s p o n d e n t  T y l e r  Marshall, t h e  
a r t i c l e  was e n t i t l e d  "Bonn Stunned  by Cemetery F u r o r ,  T a k e s  Another  L o o k  a t  
U.S. R e l a t i o n s . "  

The i n t e n s i t y  of o p p o s i t i o n  to P r e s i d e n t  Reagan ' s  p lanned  v i s i t  
to a German war cemetery n e x t  month h a s  s tunned  West Germany's 
p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e ,  c a u s i n d m a n y  -- h e r e  to  reassess the meaning of t h e  
c o u n t r y ' s  --- t ies w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  States.  

A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  r e a s s e s s m e n t  is t a k i n g  place on a p e r s o n a l  r a t h e r  
t h a n  a p o l i c y  l e v e l ,  and few here e x p e c t  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  t o  y i e l d  
any immediate, v i s i b l e  change i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  
However, it is the  pol icy-makers  and opin ion- formers- - those  most 
familiar wi th  t h e  Un i t ed  States--who are engaged i n  t h e  process. 
T o g e t h e r ,  t h e y  appear t o  share 2 s e n s e  of d i s b e l i e f  & the l e v e l  -- of  U.S.  r e a c t i o n ,  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  a b o u t  how to  defuse i t  and worry 
about its lonq-term impact. - 
Two basic issues appear to  separate German and American percep-  
t i o n s  on t h e  emot iona l  i s s u e .  Many Americans see t h e  47 [actual- 
l y  491 g r a v e s  of H i t l e r ' s  infamous SS soldiers a t  t h e  B i t b u r g  
cemetery  as a symbol of SS terror d u r i n g  t h e  Holocaust. However, 
Germans f o c u s  o n l y  on t h e  ceme te ry  i t s e l f ,  s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  most 
buried t h e r e  were t e e n a g e r s  d ra f t ed  for t h e  Western  F r o n t  i n  t h e  
f i n a l  months of World War II.... 

C l o s e l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  German p e r c e p t i o n  of those bur ied  a t  
B i t b u r g  is a s e n s e  of d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  t h a t ,  even  though Germany 
has  acceptcd h i s t o z c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t g o r  t h e  Holocaust and 
s p e n t  l o n g  y e a r s  as a U.S. a l l y ,  the American -- view of Germany - as ,a 
n a t i o n  besmirched remains s t r o n q .  

" W e  have sa id  'Never a g a i n  war from German so i l ' ;  w e  have said 
'Never a g a i n  a d i c t a t o r s h i p ' ;  w e  have a l i g n e d  wi th  t h e  West and 
b u i l t  our democracy," said A l o i s  Mertes, s t a t e  s e c r e t a r y  i n  t h e  
West German F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  and c o n s e r v a t i v e  member of Parlia- 
ment for B i t b u r g .  "What c a n  w e  do? H o w  c a n  w e  m a k e  i t  good? 
A f t e r  40 years, a f t e r  35 years as an a l l y ,  t h a t  t h e  Holocaust 
s t a n d s T q u a r e  i n  t h e  middle  of e v e r y t h i n g ,  a f t e r  so much.. . . It - -  is a te r r ib le  human d i sappo in tmen t . "  Prof. Michae l  Stuermer of 
E r l a n g e n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a p e r s o n a l  a d v i s o r  t o  C h a n c e l l o r  H e l m u t  
Kohl, s a i d ,  "What is happening i n  t h e  (Un i t ed  States) p u t s  i n t o  
q u e s t i o n  an  unspoken assumpt ion  o f  ou r  y e a r s  i n  t h e  Western  al- 
l i a n c e - - t h a t  Germany had ach ieved  a d e g r e e  of f o r g i v e n e s s . "  

The d e p t h  of  r e a c t i o n  here to t h e  U . S .  protest  is f u e l e d  by a com- 
b i n a t i o n  of factors,  a l l  p e c u l i a r  t o  West Germany. Few c o u n t r i e s  
are as proud of ,  y e t  so i n s e c u r e  about ,  the i r  democracy as is 
West Germany. N o  European c o u n t r y  is more s e n s i t i v e  about c r i t i -  
cism by outsiders.  
l e v e l  - of German s o c i T t y  ---- t h a n  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  Un i t ed  States .  

N o - r e l a t i o n s h i p  means more 3 v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  
I t  is 
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now a p p a r e n t  t h a t  it was K o h l ' s  e a g e r n e s s  to cement Germany's re- 
c o n c i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  and to  win r e c o g n i t i o n  for 
t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  postwar t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  caused him to  propose 
t h e  cemetery  v i s i t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  place .... 
T h e r e  is a l so  conce rn  about possible longe r - t e rm f a l l o u t  from t h e  
c o n t r o v e r s y .  " I t  w i l l  t a k e  t i m e  for t h i s  t o  show up,  b u t  i t  w i l l  
come," s a i d  Prof. Stuermer. "Bardfaced b u r e a u c r a t s  t o t a l l y  un- 
derestimate - t h e  po l i t i ca l ly  e m o t i o n a l  dynami te  t h a t  l i e s  i n  those 
g r a v e s .  " . . . The  c o n t r o v e r s y  a lso comes as West Germans have begun 
t o  f o c u s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  on t h e  p e r s o n a l  s u f f e r i n g s  of t h e i r  
own c i t i z e n s  d u r i n g  t h e  war, a s u b j e c t .  p r e v i o u s l y  untouched be- 
cause of t h e  g u i l t  t h a t  hangs ove r  t h a t  e n t i r e  period of German 
h i s t o r y .  " N o  German p a r e n t  dared t e l l  h i s  c h i l d  how hard it  was 
d u r i n g  t h e  war," S tuermer  said.  " I t  j u s t  was never  done." 

Some German leaders blamed C h a n c e l l o r  Kohl for f o r c i n g  M r .  Reagan i n t o  a 
s e r i o u s l y  compromising p o s i t i o n .  F r a n z  Josef S t r a u s s  labeled t h e  prepara- 
t i o n  f o r  t h e  B i t b u r g  v i s i t  as "clumsy" and t h e  resul ts  "embarrass ing ."  H e  
called i n s t e a d  f o r  Reagan t o  l a y  a wreath a t  a tomb o f  t h e  unknown soldier 
i n  Munich, a monument for those k i l l e d  i n  World Wars I and 11. The news- 
paper BILD,  i n  a r e c e n t  f ron t -page  commentary, u rged  Kohl t o  c a n c e l  Rea- 
g a n ' s  s chedu led  cemetery  v i s i t .  "Suddenly i t  is clear on what t h i n  qround 
t h e  I f r i e n d s h i p '  of former enemies s t a n d s , " t h e  commentary said. "Fr iend-  
s k i p  canno t  be f o r c e d  w i t h  v i o l e n c e  or wi th  grand  g e s t u r e s .  The c h a n c e l l o r  
s h o u l d  spare Reagan t h e  j o u r n e y  t o  B i t b u r g . "  

-- --- 

S e v e r a l  commentators s a i d  t h e  a f f a i r  has  ach ieved  t h e  ve ry  opposite of w h a t  
M r .  Kohl i n t e n d e d  and has i n s t e a d  managed t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  Germans more 
c l o s e l y  w i t h  Hi t le r  i n  t h e  e y e s  of t h e  American p u b l i c  t h a n  t h e y  had been 
for y e a r s .  "The o ld  wounds, which were supposed to  be h e a l e d ,  have broken 
open a g a i n , "  wrote D i e t r i c h  S t ro thmann i n  DIE ZEIT. 

The Nicaragua-Vietnam P a r a l l e l  

"A Nat ion  Drenched i n  B icke r ing :  H i s  N i c a r a g u a  P o l i c y  i n  Ta t te rs ,  Reagan 
Faces Ri sky  Rebu i ld ing , "  was t h e  t i t l e  g i v e n  to an  a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  by David 
Gergen i n  t h e  LOS ANGELES TIMES, A p r i l  26,  1985. M r .  Gergen f o r m e r l y  s e r v e d  
i n  t h e  Reagan White House .  M r .  Gergen t o o k  n o t e  of  t h e  fac t  t h a t  
immediately a f t e r  t h e  House handed Nica ragua  a v i c t o r y ,  S a n d i n i s t a  leader 
D a n i e l  O r t e g a  contemptuous ly  f l e w  o f f  to Moscow, to  plead for economic and 
m i l i t a r y  a i d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  l i g h t  of  rumored U.S. economic s a n c t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  Nicaragua .  

The Nicaraguan  debacle t h i s  week  i n  Congress  is sure to b r i n g  a 
new wave of r e c r i m i n a t i o n s  i n  a n a t i o n  a l r e a d y  drenched w i t h  
p a r t i s a n  b i c k e r i n g .  N o w  t h a t  t h e  House has  rejected a l l  forms of 
a i d  to  t h e  rebels i n  Nica ragua ,  R e p u b l i c a n s  are i t c h i n g  to c h a r g e  
Democrats w i t h  l o s i n g  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a .  To  t h e  GOP i t  looks as if 
t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  is now b r e a k i n g  f a i t h  w i t h  t h e  rebels, abandon- 
ing  them i n  t h e i r  hour  of  per i l  .... 
The f i n g e r - p o i n t i n g  canno t  d i s g u i s e  t h e  c r i t i c a l  f ac t  t h a t  U.S. 
f o r e i q n  p o l i c y  i n  C e n t r a l  America & n o w  i n  shambles. Congress  
has tossed o u t  the Reagan p l a n  and l e f t  no th ing  i n  i ts  p l a c e .  Not 
s i n c e  p u l l i n g  - t h e  p l u q  on Vietnam r e f u s i n g  a i d  t o  rebels i n  
Anqola a decade ago h a s  Congress  handcuffed  2 Pres iden t  so badly.  
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"Oops! W e  made a m i s t a k e "  seems to  be t h e  r e a c t i o n  of  some congressmen to  
t h e  Or t ega  v i s i t  t o  Moscow. S e n a t e  M a j o r i t y  l e a d e r  Rober t  Dole of Kansas 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  v i s i t  i n d i c a t e s  Congress  made "a major misjudgment." THE 
WALL STREET JOURNAL, on A p r i l  26, p l a c e d  t h e  Congress-Ortega r e l a t i o n s h i p  
i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of a ve ry  i l l - a d v i s e d  mar r i age :  

M i n i s t e r :  "And do you, t h e  U.S. Congress ,  so l emnly  take t h i s  man, 
D a n i e l  O r t e g a ,  to  be your l a w f u l l y  wedded r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  for 
richer or poorer, till d e a t h  d o  you part?" 

Congress:  " W e  do!" 

M i n i s t e r :  " I f  anyone p r e s e n t  knows any r e a s o n  why these t w o  
s h o u l d  n o t  be j o i n e d  i n  h o l y  matrimony, l e t  h im speak now or for- 
e v e r  h o l d  h i s  peace.'' 

Someone has ,  b u t  a l i t t l e  too l a t e .  S e n a t o r  J i m  Sasser, a Ten- 
nes see  Democrat, now s a y s  he 'd  have vo ted  for t h e  c o n t r a  a i d  if 
h e ' d  known of M r .  O r t e g a ' s  just-announced p l a n s  to  make a post- 
wedding t r i p  to  Moscow. T o o  l a t e ,  s e n a t o r .  H e ' s  C o n g r e s s ' s  
problem, now. Have a n i c e  honeymoon! 

A c a r t o o n  i n  t h e  WASHINGTON TIMES showed Comandante Ortega on t h e  phone t o  
t h e  House M i n o r i t y  l e a d e r  Thomas "T ip"  O ' N e i l l ,  s ay ing :  "Hey-y-y.. .Senor 
T i p  ... muchas g r a c i a s  ... to show my g r a t i t u d e  I ' l l  send  you and t h e  boys a 
case of  borscht from Moscow.. . ." 
Ten y e a r s  ago,  on A p r i l  30, 1975,  t h e  war i n V i e t n a m  ended w i t h  t h e  f a l l  of 
Saigon.  Former S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  Henry A. K i s s i n g e r  w a s  r e c e n t l y  i n t e r -  
viewed by Jack Burby, a s s i s t a n t  edi tor  of T h e  LOS ANGELES TIMES ed i to r i a l  
pages,  and A r t  Seidenbaum, editor of O P I N I O N ,  about t h e  e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  up 
to t h e  d e f e a t  and how it h a s  a f f e c t e d  U.S. f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
c u r r e n t  d i s p u t e  ove r  U.S.  conduct  i n  C e n t r a l  America. The  i n t e r v i e w s  ap- 
peared i n  t h e  A p r i l  28 TIMES: 

Q. H o w  about Nica ragua  r i g h t  now and t h i s  problem of p o l i t i c a l  
d i v is i o n s  w i t h  i n  government? 

A. On Nica ragua ,  w e  are i n  danger  of r e p e a t i n g  t h e  same so r t  of 
domestic debate--an A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r e q u e s t  hard  to  r e c o n c i l e  w i t h  
a d e f i n i t i o n  of v i t a l  i n t e r e s t s .  H o w  c o u l d  somethinq beof v i t a l  
i n t e r e s t  o n l y  worth - $14 m i l l i o n ?  And Congress  was s a y i n g  
you m u s t  make a compromise; you might  have n o n - l e t h a l  a i d  for t h e  
g u e r r i l l a s .  E i t h e r  i t ' s  n o t  2 v i t a l  
i n t e r e s t  i t ' s  worth more t h a n  $14 m i l l i o n ,  - -  or i t ' s  wor th  
l e t h a l  equipment.  I d o n ' t  want to e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  merits of t h a t  
d i s p u t e  i n  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  b u t  t h e  shape of t h e  debate has  been 
very  similar t o  Vietnam.. . . 

What is t h e  meaning of  t h a t ?  

Q. Defense S e c r e t a r y  Caspar M. Weinberger  seems to  have t a k e n  
C o l .  Ha r ry  Summers' b o o k  a b o u t  Vietnam, "On S t r a t e g y , "  to  mean 
t h a t  you c a n ' t  e v e r  i n v o l v e  y o u r s e l f  i n  a m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  u n l e s s  
you have f u l l  support  of t h e  American publ ic .  A l e s s o n  from 
Vietnam, a p p a r e n t l y .  Is t h a t  v a l i d ?  

A. A P r e s i d e n t  is elected to  t a k e  care of t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  peo- 
p l e  and t h e  people w i l l  n o t  f o r g i v e  him for d i s a s t e r s ,  even i f  
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t h e  d i s a s t e r s  co r re spond  to t h e i r  own wishes .  A f t e r  a l l ,  Cham- 
b e r l a i n  had 90 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  people w i t h  him a t  t h e  t i m e  of  
Munich and 18  months l a t e r  Munich became an e p i t h e t .  So what d o  
you d o  when a P r e s i d e n t  and h i s  closest a d v i s e r s  are d e e p l y  
convinced t h a t  something is i n  t h e  overwhelming n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  
and t h e y  c a n ' t  c a r r y  t h e  Congress  or t h e  media wi th  them? T h i s  is 
one fundamenta l  problem. 

What w e  a b s o l u t e l y  need is some k ind  o f  consensus  on what is a 
v i t a l  i n t e r e s t . . . .  W e  have to  be w i l l i n g  to  face t h e  fac t  t h a t  
t h e  c h a l l e n q e  almost c e r t a i n  to  ambiquous; i f  you c o u l d  
prove  t h a t  t h e  danger  to  u s  is overwhelming, everybody would 
a g r e e ,  b u t  by t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  dange r  is overwhelming i n  t h e  
modern p e r i o d  it is too l a t e  to do  something a b o u t  it. 

-- - 

B u t  i f  w e  c o m m i t  o u r s e l v e s ,  we m u s t  p r e v a i l .  - You c a n n o t  f i q h t  s 
- - -  war f o r  a stalemate; you - can  o n l y  fight g war f o r  s v i c t o r y  and 
then  you c a n  be gene rous  i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s . . . .  B u t  i f  you pro- 
claim stalemate as an o b j e c t i v e ,  y o u ' r e  l i k e l y  to  lose or a t  any 
ra te  g e t  i n t o  so p r o t r a c t e d  a c o n f l i c t  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  w i l l  n o t  
s u s t a i n  it. 

--- 

Most Americans,  and a p p a r e n t l y  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  as w e l l ,  have l i t t l e  
i n k l i n g  of  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  of t h e  h a t r e d  d i r e c t e d  a t  them by t h e i r  a d v e r s a r -  
ies. Notice t h i s  a r t i c l e  from t h e  December 14 ,  1984 NATIONAL REVIEW: 

Jose L u i s  L l o v i o  Menendez is h a r d l y  a household name i n  t h e  
Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  b u t  you c a n  b e t  he  h a s  made a name f o r  h imse l f  i n  
Cuba. From 1966 to  1981, e x c e p t  f o r  a b r i e f  s t i n t  i n  p r i s o n  f o r  
r e a s o n s  h e ' s  s t i l l  n o t  s u r e  o f ,  L l o v i o  s e r v e d  t h e  Castro regime,  
u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  of  e i t h e r  f i n a n c e  or c u l t u r e .  A f t e r  y e a r s  
of  d i senchan tmen t  w i th  Castro, L l o v i o  f l e d  i n  1982... .  

Although he has  been i n  t h e  U . S .  f o r  almost one y e a r ,  L l o v i o  o n l y  
r e c e n t l y  m e t  t h e  press.... " F i d e l  h a t e s  t o t a l l y  the Uni ted  
S t a t e s , "  L l o v i o  t o l d  reporters. " H e  h a t e s  - its i n s t i t u t i o n s .  H e  
-- h a t e s  i t s - i c  2 h a t e s  everyTody here ."  I n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  
of  C e n t r a l  America, L l o v i o  conf i rmed Castro's deep involvement  i n  
t h e  r eg ion .  H e  is c e r t a i n ,  f o r  example,  t h a t  Castro is c o v e r t l y  
b a n k r o l l i n g  t h e  g u e r r i l l a s  i n  E l  S a l v a d o r . .  . . 
L l o v i o  o f f e r e d  l i t t l e  hope f o r  a n e g o t i a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  E l  
Sa lvador  or anywhere e lse  i n  t h e  r eg ion .  Castro and h i s  henchmen 
d o n ' t  want a s e t t l e m e n t ,  he s a i d ;  t h e y  - want " t o  -- make  2 of 
Cubas everywhere.  They want N ica ragua  and E l  S a l v a d o r .  A f t e r  
t h a t  Honduras and Guatemala,  you c a n  be  sure." 

- - -  

Mean.rhile, t h e  U.S. Congress ,  w i th  b l i n d e r s  on, t h i n k s  t h e  way to  peace i n  
C e n t r a l  America is through " n e g o t i a t i o n . "  I t ' s  j u s t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  an  an- 
gered  House may y e t  approve funds  ($28 m i l l i o n  is rumored) for t h e  c o n t r a s  
beginning  t h e  n e x t  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  s t a r t i n g  on October  1. S t i l l ,  $28 m i l l i o n  
is h a r d l y  enough, g i v e n  t h e  stakes. And, s h o u l d  t h e  c o n t r a s  s t a r t  to  s u c -  
ceed, a new Congress  a f t e r  1986 or 1988 w i l l  p r o b a b l y  o n l y  p u l l  t h e  p lug  
a g a i n ,  p robab ly  j u s t  when t h e  c o n t r a s  are on t h e  ve rge  of v i c t o r y .  

--Gene H. Hogberg, N e w s  B u r e a u  


