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FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

We in the Auditorium PM congregation were privileged to hear from Mr. 
Gerald Waterhouse last Sabbath, March 9. He has just completed his eighth 
world 'tour, and will begin his ninth in early April. His message about the 
new world government that God is preparing through His Church, soon to be 
established at the return of Jesus Christ, was most inspiring and encourag- 
ing! Mr. Waterhouse pointed out the need for all of us to recognize and re- 
spond to the government of God in our lives, from God the Father through 
Jesus Christ, down through Mr. Armstrong and the rest of the ministry, and 
finally in our families. The Auditorium AM and Imperial AM congregations 
will hear Mr. Waterhouse this coming Sabbath, March 16. 

Regarding the Night to Be Much Observed, some ministers have been under the 
impression that unbaptized mates of members should not attend this occasion 
with other members. This is not the case! Nonmember mates should be made 
to feel welcome to attend. Of course, conduct and conversation on this 
evening should be in accordance with the nature of the observance, as dis- 
cussed in last week's PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT. 

On another subject, we are still experiencing occasional problems regarding 
the reinstatement of disfellowshipped persons. In each of these cases, 
most problems could have been avoided if the minister who reinstated the 
individual had contacted the minister who put the person out PRIOR to his 
r e ins tat emen t ! 

This should be a routine procedure before reinstating any disfellowshipped 
person. If the minister who disfellowshipped the individual is still in 
the ministry, always check with him before reinstating. ( U . S .  ministers 
can find out who disfellowshipped a person by calling Cledice Decker at the 
Mail Processing Center in Pasadena. International ministers should check 
with their Regional Office if the minister who did the disfellowshipping is 
not available.) Also, the other elders in your area may know the circum- 
stances if the former pastor cannot be consulted. 

Sometimes there are factors involved you need to be aware of to make the 
proper decision. As Mr. Armstrong continually stresses, there must be PER- 
FORMANCE--real - repentance--on the part of the individual before he is rein- 
stated! How can we determine whether that is true if we have not taken the 
time to gather all the facts? 

Reinstatement should not be taken lightly. It is a serious responsibility 
to determine whether there really are fruits of repentance, and to be sure 
we are not doing the individual a gross disservice by reinstating him be- 
fore he is ready. 

We are currently finalizing Feast of Tabernacles ministerial assignments. 
I have been able to go over most of these with Mr. Armstrong already. U . S .  
ministers who have requested transfers should have received their confirma- 
tions by now. We are looking forward to a fine Passover season and beyond 
that to a wonderful Feast of Tabernacles! 
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I **** TO BE ANNOUNCED I N  ALL U.S.  AND CANADIAN CHURCHES **** 
C e r t a i n  F e s t i v a l  S i t e s  F i l l e d  t o  C a p a c i t y  

The Car ibbean  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e  has  asked  u s  t o  announce t h a t  t h e  
f e s t i v a l  s i tes  i n  Ocho R i o s ,  Jamaica, and Nassau,  Bahamas have 
reached c a p a c i t y  and no more a p p l i c a t i o n s  can  be accep ted .  I f  
you have r e c e n t l y  applied t o  one  o f  t h e s e  s i tes ,  you w i l l  be  no- 
t i f i e d  of  your t r a n s f e r  s t a t u s  by t h e  Car ibbean  o f f i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  
n e x t  f e w  w e e k s .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

From Mr. Frank Brown 1985 h a s  g o t t e n  o f f  t o  a good s t a r t  w i t h  s t e a d y  growth 
c o n t i n u i n g  i n  a l l  areas a d m i n i s t e r e d  by t h e  U.K. o f f i c e .  PLAIN TRUTH 
c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  U.K. and Eire  is up 34.3% o v e r  J a n u a r y ,  1984. A new 
series of a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  w i l l  b e g i n  i n  t h e  Sunday newspaper colour supple- 
ments,  and is expec ted  t o  b r i n g  i n  a good r e sponse .  

T h e  GOOD N E W S  l i s t  is up 18.5% o v e r  J a n u a r y ,  1984. The r e sponse  t o  T h e  GOOD 
NEWS o f f e r  t o  PLAIN TRUTH s u b s c r i b e r s  who have been on f i l e  f o r  two y e a r s  or 
more has  been s t a g g e r i n g .  Wi th in  one w e e k  of m a i l i n g ,  t h e  r e sponse  had 
reached 22% and t o  d a t e  s t a n d s  a t  42.7%! With t h i s  unprecedented  growth i n  
t h e  GOOD NEWS l i s t ,  w e  have now reached  t h e  p o i n t  where i t  is more 
economical t o  p r i n t  t h e  magazine f o r  t h i s  area i n  England,  and t h i s  is 
planned beginning  wi th  t h e  A p r i l  i s s u e .  

Mail income f o r  J a n u a r y  1985 is  down by 7.3% over  l a s t  Janua ry .  T h i s  is be- 
cause l a s t  J a n u a r y  had an e x c e p t i o n a l l y  h i g h  income. However, J a n u a r y  1985 
s t i l l  had t h e  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  m a i l  income e v e r  f o r  one month. 

Scandinavia :  The E n g l i s h  and Norwegian l anguage  e d i t i o n s  of  The PLAIN TRUTH 
now have a combined c i r c u l a t i o n  of  almost 35,000, a n  i n c r e a s e  of 206% over  
Janua ry ,  1984. The GOOD NEWS l ist  has  grown by 8.5% and co-workers by 
68.6%. 

Europe: The PLAIN TRUTH f i l e  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  of  Europe  is  now ove r  40,000 
--up 14.6% from J a n u a r y ,  1984. T h i s  is accompanied by a 63.6% i n c r e a s e  i n  
GOOD NEWS c i r c u l a t i o n  and a 10.2% i n c r e a s e  i n  co-workers. Li terature  
mai led  to  t h i s  area i n c r e a s e d  41.8% o v e r  J a n u a r y ,  1984 to  12,597 items; and 
t h e  number of l e t t e r s  answered by our  P e r s o n a l  Correspondence Department 
has gone up by 24%. 

Middle E a s t :  PLAIN TRUTH c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  Middle  E a s t  c o n t i n u e s  to  grow, 
and is now 13,225, 45.9% h ighe r  t h a n  J a n u a r y ,  1984. GOOD NEWS c i r c u l a t i o n  
i n c r e a s e d  151.7%, and t h e  co-worker l ist  is u p  by 76.9%. The J a n u a r y  mail 
count  for t h i s  a r e a  is 55.6% more t h a n  J a n u a r y ,  1984 and is almost double 
t h e  December, 1984 coun t .  T h e  9,972 i t e m s  of  l i t e r a t u r e  mailed i n  J a n u a r y  
is up by 245%, and t h e  number of l e t t e r s  answered by PCD i n c r e a s e d  by ove r  
200%. These remarkable  f i g u r e s  show t h e  s t e a d y  growth i n  t h i s  area of t h e  
world,  t h e  focal p o i n t  of much b i b l i c a l  prophecy. 

--Joe T k a c h ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  
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UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

Semiannual Letter t h e  Major Source o f  Co-workers 

M r .  Armstrong 's  semiannual  l e t te rs  c o n t i n u e  to  be t h e  l e a d i n g  source of new 
co-workers--those who are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  spread t h e  Gospel to  t h e  
world through t h e i r  t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s  on a more r e g u l a r  basis. For ex- 
ample, t h e  November, 1984 semiannual  r e s u l t e d  i n  3,000 people becoming co- 
workers. T h i s  shows t h e  v a l u e  of o u r  p r a y e r s  f o r  God's b l e s s i n g  upon these 
le t te rs .  The semiannuals  are e s p e c i a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  t h r e e  r easons :  

1. M r .  Armstrong e x p r e s s e s  a ve ry  w a r m  and p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l i v e s  
of o u r  PLAIN TRUTH readers. 

2. H e  conveys a v i t a l  and s t i r r i n g  message,  u s u a l l y  about prophecy and 
world e v e n t s .  

3. H e  o f f e r s  one or t w o  key pieces of l i t e r a tu re .  

The to ta l  number of co-workers i n  t h e  U.S. h a s  now passed 57,000. T h i s  is 
t h e  h i g h e s t  number i n  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  

Donor Count Tops 100,000 

The number of donors  ( t h o s e  who send  a d o n a t i o n  once  or twice i n  a y e a r )  has  
also been s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s i n g .  W e  now have ove r  100 ,000  donors .  T h i s  is 
t h e  largest  coun t  s i n c e  G o d  i n s p i r e d  M r .  Armstrong t o  p u t  t h e  Church back on 
track. T h e  semiannual  l e t t e r  is t h e  second l a r g e s t  source for donor 
growth, j u s t  s l i g h t l y  behind PT r enewa l s ,  which  are number one. 

WATS Sabbath V o l u n t e e r  Program--A Four-year  Success S t o r y  

Over t h e  past  f o u r  y e a r s ,  some 3,000 Church  members have had t h e  e x c i t i n g  
o p p o r t u n i t y  to answer ca l l s  from "WORLD TOMORROW" v iewers .  V o l u n t e e r s  have 
also f i l l e d  i n  on Holy Days and d u r i n g  t h e  Feast of T a b e r n a c l e s .  

The v o l u n t e e r  program has  grown i n  t h e  same dramatic way as t h e  o v e r a l l  WATS 
o p e r a t i o n .  I n  1981, j u s t  20  people were needed each Sabbath. N o w ,  more 
than  100 v o l u n t e e r s  answer t h e  phones a t  Pasadena  and a n o t h e r  80 a t  B i g  
Sandy e v e r y  Sabbath .  (Each pe r son  normal ly  s e r v e s  for three t o  f o u r  h o u r s  
eve ry  s i x  w e e k s . )  

I t  would cost G o d ' s  Church approx ima te ly  $150,000 per y e a r  to  pay for  t h e  
h o u r s  donated by v o l u n t e e r s !  

Members who have s e r v e d  i n  t h i s  way are g r a t e f u l  for t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  and 
f i n d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  rewarding.  We're ve ry  t h a n k f u l  t h a t  so many of God's 
peop le  have c h e e r f u l l y  responded to  t h i s  need. Here are some comments from 
v o l u n t e e r s :  

Se rv ing  on WATS is an awesome p r i v i l e g e !  I n  some ways I t h i n k  i t  
helps m e  as much as it does those who c a l l  i n  for t h e  v a r i o u s  
p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

B.L. (Pasadena)  

I t  is i n s p i r i n g  and encouraging  to  hear how e n t h u s i a s t i c  and con- 
v inced  some ca l le rs  are--even f irst-t ime callers.  Hear ing  how 



. 
PAGE 4 PASTOR GF,NERAL'S REPORT, MARCH 15 ,  1985 ' 

anxious  cal lers  are t o  l e a r n  of a b e t t e r  way of l i f e  makes m e  ve ry  
t h a n k f u l  t h a t  I l e a r n e d  t h e  t r u t h  many y e a r s  ago. 

P.M. (Pasadena)  

I t  is l i k e  a s h o t  i n  t h e  arm--a rea l  u p l i f t  to  see t h e  i n t e r e s t  
peop le  e x p r e s s  and t o  r e a l i z e  how t h e  telecast is having such  im-  
p a c t .  I t  makes  t h e  whole Sabba th  r i c h e r .  

K.M. (Pasadena)  

I t  is a p r i v i l e g e  to come and t a k e  c a l l s  on t h e  Sabbath .  W e  t i t h e  
and p ray  f o r  t h e  w o r k  of  God's Church, b u t  h e r e  w e  are able  t o  g e t  
a tas te  of a c t u a l l y  doing t h e  work .  

M.L. (Pasadena)  

Even though I must r ise e a r l y ,  I feel  t h e  rewards of speak ing  t o  
peop le  from a l l  over  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  and my p o s s i b l y  be ing  t h e i r  
f i r s t  c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  Church, is w e l l  worth it. I p l a n  to  con- 
t i n u e  v o l u n t e e r i n g  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  so s a v e  m e  a phone! 

S .C. (Pasadena)  

I have enjoyed t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  immensely! I t  has  g i v e n  m e  a 
t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t  of  t h e  w o r k  we're doing i n  God's Church. 
Everyone s h o u l d  do it a t  l eas t  once! You j u s t  c a n ' t  unders tand  
t h e  f u l l  scope  of  t h e  w o r k  w i t h o u t  it! 

J.S. (Big Sandy) 

A f t e r  l i v i n g  i n  Pasadena f o r  most of my l i f e  and no t  s e r v i n g  on  
t h e  WATS Sabbath  program, I f e e l  I ' v e  been g i v e n  a "second 
chance" w i t h  WATS opening up i n  B ig  Sandy. I t  is very  e x c i t i n g  t o  
hear  t h e  i n t e r e s t  and en thus iasm of p o t e n t i a l  new b r e t h r e n .  
Thank you f o r  making t h i s  s e r v i c e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s  "Texans." 

C.B. (Big Sandy) 

I ' v e  enjoyed it ve ry  much. Every  ca l l  is d i f f e r e n t .  I t ' s  v e r y  
e x c i t i n g  f o r  m e  to a c t u a l l y  have a p a r t  i n  do ing  God's work .  I 
l o o k  forward to  it eve ry  t i m e  i t ' s  my t u r n  t o  s e r v e .  Thank you 
f o r  g i v i n g  m e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e r v e .  

Mrs. G. (Big Sandy) 
--Richard R i c e ,  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  Center  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

MR. GORBACHEV AT THE HELM I N  MOSCOW; "CHRISTIAN ROCK" With a speed  unprece- 
dented  i n  S o v i e t  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  r u l i n g  h e i r a r c h y  of t h e  U.S.S.R. selected i t s  
new l e a d e r  on March 11, 1985. The appoin tment  of 54-year-old M i k h a i l  S. 
Gorbachev as t h e  Communist P a r t y ' s  Gene ra l  S e c r e t a r y  came less t h a n  f i v e  
hours  a f t e r  t h e  announcement of t h e  d e a t h  of  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  Kons tan t in  
Chernenko, 73. 

I t  is no secret t h a t  M r .  Gorbachev, a p o l i s h e d ,  urbane ,  u n t y p i c a l  S o v i e t  
l e a d e r ,  had a l r e a d y  been earmarked by h i s  f e l l o w  members of t h e  r u l i n g  
P o l i t b u r o  for t h e  t o p  p o s i t i o n  d u r i n g  M r .  Chernenko's  short  13-month-long 
t e n u r e  i n  o f f i c e ,  which had been punc tua ted  by long  p e r i o d s  of absence  due 
t o  i l l n e s s .  The u n e v e n t f u l  Chernenko r u l e  followed a s imilar  shor t  1 4 -  
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month-long r e i g n  by Y u r i  Andropov. During t h e s e  t w o  b r i e f  spe l l s ,  t h e  So- 
v i e t  l e a d e r s h i p  b r i s t l e d  under t h e  image of a c r e a k y  superpower r u l e d  ove r  
by i n f i r m  l e a d e r s .  T o  c o u n t e r a c t  t h i s ,  t h e  t e n  o t h e r  P o l i t b u r o  members, 
a l l  of  them o l d e r  t h a n  M r .  Gorbachev, r eached  down to  him a t  l a s t  and t h e r e -  
by passed  t h e  r e i g n s  o f  power to  a new g e n e r a t i o n .  ( B u t  o f  course t h e y  w i l l  
c a r e f u l l y  s u p e r v i s e  and s c r u t i n i z e  Gorbachev' s a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  a c o n s i d e r -  
a b l e  p e r i o d  . ) 
M r .  Gorbachev (pronounced Gor-bah-TCHOFF) was born  on March 2, 1931. H e  is 
t h e  f i r s t  S o v i e t  l e a d e r  to  e n t e r  t h e  world a f t e r  t h e  p i v o t a l  1917 Bo l shev ik  
r e v o l u t i o n .  H e  is also t h e  f i r s t  one n o t  t o  have been an a d u l t  a t  t h e  
o u t s e t  of  World War I1 ( c a l l e d  t h e  Great P a t r i o t i c  War by t h e  S o v i e t s ) .  H e  
was o n l y  t e n  y e a r s  o l d  when Adolf Hi t ler  launched  h i s  "Opera t ion  
Barbarossa"  a g a i n s t  t h e  S o v i e t s ,  opening  up t h e  e a s t e r n  f r o n t  of t h e  war. 
T h i s  f a c t  a lone-- the l a c k  o f  a deep  p e r s o n a l  involvement  i n  t h e  heroic 
s t r u g g l e  of t h e  1940s--could have an  impact on t h e  f u t u r e  r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  
S o v i e t  Union wi th  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  Western Europe.  

The g e n e r a t i o n a l  p a s s i n g  of t h e  b a t o n  o f  power i n s i d e  t h e  S o v i e t  Union is 
y e t  a n o t h e r  m i l e s t o n e  showing t h a t  w e  are p a s s i n g  i n t o  a new age ,  as w e  n e a r  
t h e  40th  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  end of t h e  Second World War. For an i n s i g h t  
i n t o  t h e  new " r e d  s t a r "  as  w e l l  as t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  g e n e r a l l y  h e l d  by t h e  
r i s i n g  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  S o v i e t  l e a d e r s ,  t h e  NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE, i n  t h e i r  
March 3, 1985 i s s u e ,  p u b l i s h e d  an  a r t ic le  "The Emergence of Gorbachev." 
Here are key e x c e r p t s  from t h e  l e n g t h y  a r t ic le  t h a t  appeared  i n  p r i n t  be- 
f o r e  Mr. Gorbachev' s a c c e s s i o n  t o  power: 

T h e  g e n e r a t i o n  t h a t  l e d  t h e  S o v i e t  Union from t h e  r avages  o f  
S t a l i n i s m  and World War I1 th rough t h e  enormous expans ion  of  
power and might ove r  t h e  past  t h r e e  decades  is approaching  an  
end. N o w  a new guard s t a n d s  p o i s e d  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e ,  a g e n e r a t i o n  
of  men i n  t h e i r  50s and 60s, and t h e  q u e s t i o n  is whether t hey  w i l l  
p rove  ready  or c a p a b l e  of  b r e a t h i n g  new l i f e  i n t o  a sys tem t h a t  
seems t o  have fo l lowed  its l e a d e r s  i n t o  d e b i l i t y  and f a t i g u e .  
More than  any o t h e r  S o v i e t  l e a d e r ,  [Mikha i l l  Gorbachev has come 
to p e r s o n i f y  t h e  new breed.. . .  

I t  was as i f  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  impor tance  t h a t  a group of 
heavyse t  men i n  da rk  coats and heavy f u r  h a t s  marched across t h e  
f r o z e n  tarmac to  a w a i t i n g  A e r o f l o t  j e t l i n e r  i n  December. A t  t h e  
f o o t  of t h e  forward ramp they  b i d  goodbye t o  Gorbachev, who 
mounted t h e  steps, paus ing  for t h e  s t i f f  wave r e q u i r e d  by t h e  
ceremony of a P o l i t b u r o  member s e t t i n g  o f f  on a Kremlin miss ion .  
H i s  w i fe ,  Raisa Maksimovna, u n o b t r u s i v e l y  mounted t h e  back s teps .  
I n L o n d o n ,  t h e  f r o n t  door opened and t h e  t w o  popped o u t  t o g e t h e r ,  
j u b i l a n t l y  waving t o  t h e  welcoming o f f i c i a l s  and t h e  banks of 
photographers .  

I t  was a classic m a g i c i a n ' s  t r i c k :  P u t  a Kremlin heavy i n t o  one  
end, q u i e t l y  s l i p  an a t t r a c t i v e  woman i n t o  t h e  other,  wave 
through t h e  a i r  and--Presto!--out comes a N e w  S o v i e t  Leader ,  
s m i l i n g ,  charming, g r e g a r i o u s  and complete wi th  e l e g a n t ,  educa ted  
and c u l t u r e d  wi fe .  

Few i n  B r i t a i n  were d i sappo in ted . . . .  H e  wore b u s i n e s s  s u i t s  t h a t  
made him i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from t h e  Wes te rne r s  he c o u r t e d .  She  
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wore a d a r k  s u i t  one day, an  e x e c u t i v e  p i n - s t r i p e  w i t h  s a t i n  
blouse t h e  next , . . . and ,  a t  a S o v i e t  Embassy r e c e p t i o n ,  a cream 
s a t i n  two-piece d r e s s ,  g o l d  lame s a n d a l s  w i th  c h a i n  s t r a p s  and 
pea r l -d rop  e a r r i n g s .  I t  was a measure of Gorbachev 's  s u c c e s s  
t h a t  he managed to g e n e r a t e  e x c i t e m e n t  w i t h o u t  d i v e r g i n g  one w h i t  
from s t a n d a r d  Kremlin l i n e s . . . .  

"A R e d  Star  R i s e s  i n  t h e  E a s t , "  declared T h e  Sunday T i m e s  of Lon- 
don over  a prof i le  of Gorbachev. B u t  it was P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  Mar- 
g a r e t  Tha tche r  who provided  t h e  most f i t t i n g  e p i t a p h  t o  t h e  
v i s i t .  "I l i k e  Mr. Gorbachev," said she .  " W e  can  do b u s i n e s s  to- 
g e t h e r  ."... 
Who is t h e  real  Gorbachev?... K r e m l i n o l o g i s t s  are wary of spo t -  
t i n g  ano the r  " l ibera l"  i n  t h e  s t y l e  of t h e  l a t e  Y u r i  V. Andropov, 
and t h e  debate over  t h e  rea l  Gorbachev h a s  gone back and f o r t h .  
But if t h e  o u t l i n e s  of t h e  man remain a b i t  f u z z y  s t i l l ,  what h a s  
emerged wi th  s t a r t l i n g  c l a r i t y  is t h a t  t h i s  s t o c k y ,  b a l d i n g  
p e a s a n t ' s  son  from s o u t h e r n  R u s s i a ,  w i t h  h i s  p l e a s a n t  s t y l e  and 
calm face, has achieved  one  of t h e  most d i z z y i n q  rises i n  t h e  
a n n a l s  - of modern S o v i e t  pol i t ics .  

A s c a n t  three y e a r s  ago, he  was known to  t h e  West, where known a t  
a l l ,  l a r g e l y  as t h e  youngs ter  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  a farm boy t w o  
decades younger than  most of  h i s  comrades.... Y e t  by t h e  t i m e  
Chernenko came to  power, Gorbachev was t h e  acknowledged second i n  
command of t h e  S o v i e t  Communist P a r t y ,  an  enormously powerful  
s e c r e t a r y  charged  w i t h  i deo logy ,  p a r t y  cadres and most of t h e  
economy, as  w e l l ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  as a g r i c u l t u r e .  H e  has  become t h e  
r a l l y i n g  p o i n t  for an  i n c r e a s i n g l y  v o c a l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  wh i t e -  
col lar  e l i t e  t h a t  is convinced t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  Un ion ' s  so lvency  
and c r e d i b i l i t y  are a t  pe r i l  w i t h o u t  2 thorough o v e r h a u l  of t h e  
economy.... 

A t  a meet ing of par ty  workers l a s t  December, Gorbachev spelled 

- --- 

-- 
-- -- - 

o u t  h i s  program i n  u n i s u a l l y  clear terms: " W e  ---- w i l l  have t o - c a r r y  - o u t  p rofound t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  -- i n  t h e  economy and in the e n t i r e  
system of social r e l a t i o n s .  . . . Only an i n t e n s i v e ,  h i g h l y  deve l -  
oped economy can  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  - 
p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a r e n a ,  can  p e r m i t  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  
e n t e r  t h e  new mil lennium as a g r e a t  and f l o u r i s h i n g  state.'' 

The re  is something i n  t h e  n o t i o n  of a young, educated and smooth 
leader advoca t ing  change and l ambas t ing  t h e  bureaucracy  t h a t  t h e  
West f i n d s  irresist ible. . . .  Law s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e ,  s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i -  
t i c i a n ,  foe of bloated bureaucracies and i n e f f i c i e n c y ,  an  advo- 
cate of change--these are e l emen t s  dear to  a Western heart.... 

T h e r e  i s . . . t h e  impress ion  among R u s s i a n s  t h a t  he l acks  an  e lement  
of r u t h l e s s n e s s .  H i s  r ise,  a f te r  a l l ,  w a s  due more to  p a t r o n a g e  
t h a n  to  b r u t e  force. S u s l o v  [ M i k h a i l  A. S u s l o v ,  t h e  powerfu l  
ideologue  and kingmaker i n  Brezhnev ' s  Kremlin 1 and Andropov may 
have launched him i n t o  an o rb i t  far h i g h e r  t h a n  he c o u l d  have 
achieved  on h i s  own.... What he  does have, P r o b a b l y  t o  a g r e a t e r  
deg ree  t h a n  any p r e v i o u s  c a n d i d a t e  for S o v i e t  power, is  a p l a t -  
form. % & i d e n t i f i e d ,  more c l o s e l y  t h a n  any member of * 
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P o l i t b u r o ,  w i t h  c a l l s  for fundamen ta l  changes  &I economic,  
o r q a n i z a t i o n a l m  social t h i n k i n g  .... H e  seems to  have  t h e  back- 
i n g  of t h e  b r i ' gh te r  and younger  minds i n  t h e  S o v i e t  l e a d e r s h i p .  

Nobody i n  t h e  S o v i e t  l e a d e r s h i p  is a g a i n s t  economic change.  The 
l o n g  l i n e s  o u t s i d e  stores a l o n e  make  any o t h e r  p o s i t i o n  pol i t ic-  
a l l y  u n t e n a b l e .  B u t  S o v i e t  t h i n k i n g  o n  t h e  i s s u e  h a s  s p l i t  
rough ly  i n t o  t w o  t r e n d s .  On one  s i d e  are t h e  " h a r d - l i n e r s , "  men 
l i k e  [ G r i g o r y  1 Romanov and P r ime  M i n i s t e r  N i k o l a i  A. Tikhonov,  
whose s o l u t i o n  h a s  been to  c r y .  o u t  for more d i s c i p l i n e  w i t h i n  
e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s ,  f o r  s t r o n g e r  c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l ,  i n c r e a s e d  
p a r t y  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  f o r  r u t h l e s s  t r e a t m e n t  of managers  who d o n ' t  
a c h i e v e .  A g a i n s t  these are ranged  t h e  "reformers," w i t h  Gor- 
bachev a t  t h e i r  head--men who a d v o c a t e  l o o s e n i n g  of  c e n t r a l i z e d  
c o n t r o l s ,  less p a r t y  meddl ing ,  more self-management ,  g r e a t e r  u s e  
of m a r k e t  mechanisms and f i n a n c i a l  i n c e n t i v e s . .  . . [ The s u c c e s s  o f  
t h e  reforms i n  Ch ina  h a s  had a n  impact on  those a d v o c a t i n g  re- 
form. 1 

T h e  g r e a t e s t  barrier before t h e  "reformers" is t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
r e s i s t a n c e  o f  a p a r t y  b u r e a u c r a c y  t h a t  d e r i v e s  its power and 
p r i v i l e g e  from t h i n g s  as t h e y  are.... What m a k e s  t h e  prospect of 
i n t e r n a l  change  more p r o p i t i o u s  now is a s e n s e  of c r i s i s  t h a t  
seems to s p r e a d i n q  among S o v i e t  economic managers ,  2 s e n s e  
t h a t  someth inq  - must  chanqe  and chanqe  f a s t .  O i l  p r o d u c t i o n  h a s  
f a l l e n  o f f ,  i n d u s t r i a l  o u t p u t  is c l i m b i n g  a t  a s n a i l ' s  pace  and 
a g r i c u l t u r e  r e m a i n s  i n  d i s m a l  s t r a i t s .  T h e  m i l i t a r y  is c l a m o r i n g  
for more money t o  match P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n ' s  m i l i t a r y  b u i l d u p ,  and 
consumers  are becoming more v o c a l  i n  t h e i r  f r u s t r a t i o n . . . .  

A S o v i e t  Union under  Gorbachev or a n o t h e r  o f  h i s  i l k  would n o t  be  
r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e  immediate f u t u r e .  Y e t  Gorbachev is a 
man Mrs. T h a t c h e r  found l i k a b l e  and p o s s i b l e  t o  d o  b u s i n e s s  w i t h .  
T h a t  and h i s  you th  and t h e  pragmat i sm h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  r e f l ec t  
p r o b a b l y  m a k e  him as good a S o v i e t  p o l i t i c i a n  as t h e  West c a n  
e x p e c t  . 

M r .  Gorbachev c o u l d  indeed  be t h e  s p e a r h e a d  o f  growing S o v i e t  awareness  of 
t h e  need to  cooperate more w i t h  Wes te rn  Europe .  I n  t h e  J a n u a r y  11, 1985 is- 
s u e  o f  t h e  PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT w e  q u o t e d  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  Zbigniew 
B r z e z i n s k i  who e x p r e s s e d  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  " t h e  f e a r  t h a t  America may be 
t u r n i n g  from t h e  A t l a n t i c  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c . . . j u s t i f i e s  a wider  economic,  and 
p o t e n t i a l l y  even  a po l i t i ca l  accommodation between a n  i n d u s t r i a l l y  o b s o l e s -  
c e n t  Western  Europe  and t h e  even  more backward S o v i e t  bloc, a l o g i c a l  cus-  
tomer for what Wes te rn  Europe c a n  produce .  Why t h e n  s h o u l d  n o t  t h e  n e x t  
g e n e r a t i o n  of S o v i e t  leaders," B r z e z i n s k i  c o n t i n u e d  [ t h i s  was b e f o r e  
Gorbachev ' s  e l e c t i o n ] ,  "be p r e s s e d  also to  come t o  terms w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  S o v i e t  p e o p l e  would be  b e t t e r  s e r v e d  by a less  f r u s -  
t r a t e d  and o p p r e s s e d  e a s t - c e n t r a l  Europe ,  p a r t a k i n g  more d i r e c t l y  of  t h e  
b e n e f i t s  of a l l -European  c o o p e r a t i o n ? "  The  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  
be ,  B r z e z i n s k i  s a i d ,  " t h e  emergence of  a t r u l y  European  Europe  capable b o t h  
o f  a t t r a c t i n g  E a s t e r n  Europe  and of d i l u t i n g  S o v i e t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  
I: eg  ion .  'I 

I n  t h e  LOS ANGELES TIMES o f  March 1 2 ,  j o u r n a l i s t  R o b e r t  G i l l e t t e  wrote of 
t h e  c a u t i o u s  o p t i m i s m  e x p r e s s e d  by i n f l u e n t i a l  f i g u r e s  i n  E a s t e r n  Europe  i n  
t h e  a r t i c l e ,  " E a s t  Europe  Hopefu l  Gorbachev W i l l  B e  Somewhat P r o g r e s s i v e " :  
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I f  E a s t e r n  Europe had a v o i c e  i n  choos ing  t h e  new l e a d e r  of i ts  
dominant ne ighbor ,  t h e  S o v i e t  Union, it would most l i k e l y  have 
p i cked  t h e  man t h e  Kremlin chose--Mikhail  S. Gorbachev. 

T h e r e  are f e w ,  i f  any, people i n  E a s t e r n  Europe who ha rbor  i l l u -  
s i o n s  t h a t  t h e  new g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  S o v i e t  Communist 
P a r t y  is a closet l i b e r a l . .  . . Among o r d i n a r y  Poles--and almost 
c e r t a i n l y  among Czechoslovak,  Hungar ian ,  B u l g a r i a n  and o t h e r  E a s t  
European workers--there is a widespread  f e e l i n g  t h a t  one S o v i e t  
leader is i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from a n o t h e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  t h i r d  Kremlin 
s u c c e s s i o n  i n  less t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s  w i l l  make  no more d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  than  t h e  l a s t  t w o .  

However, among i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and t h e  managers of  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e ' s  
Communist reg imes ,  Gorbachev is wide ly  though t  to  be t h e  one  
Kremlin leader most l i k e l y  to  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  need for modernizing 
t h e  S o v i e t  economy.... I f  Gorbachev is able  t o  promote t h e  
g r a d u a l  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  economy t h a t  many b e l i e v e  
he f a v o r s ,  it assumed t h a t  t h e  s i x  n a t i o n s  of MOSCOW'S E a s t  
European empire w i l l  also f i n d  it easier to q r a d u a l l y  s h i f t  to- --- ward t h e  k ind  of s e m i - m a r k e t  economy t h a t  has  q i v e n  Hunqary t h e  
h i g h e s t  s tandard  of l i v i n g  and t h e  lowest l e v e l  of popu la r  d i s -  
c o n t e n t  i n  Communist E a s t e r n  Europe. 

Few people ho ld  any hope for r e v o l u t i o n a r y  change ,  b u t  many be- 
l i e v e  t h a t  Gorbachev is t h e  S o v i e t  f i g u r e  most l i k e l y  t o  l o o k  
f a v o r a b l y  on e v o l u t i o n  i n  E a s t e r n  Europe toward something more 
c l o s e l y  resembl ing  t h e  freedoms W e s t e r n e r s  en joy ,  long as it -- does n o t  t h r e a t e n  MOSCOW'S c o n c e p t  of s e c u r i t y .  

T h a t  l a s t  phrase--"so long  as it does n o t  t h r e a t e n  MOSCOW'S concep t  of 
s e c u r i t y " - - i s  t h e  key one. A changed r e l a t i o n s h i p  between E a s t e r n  Europe  
and its b i g  brother w i l l  l i k e l y  have t o  await changes  between Western 
Europe and t h e  U .S . - - spec i f i ca l ly  t h e  s o u r i n g  of r e l a t i o n s  ove r  C e n t r a l  
America, as w e  covered  l a s t  week.  

The  new l e a d e r s h i p  i n  Moscow might  e v e n t u a l l y  offer t h e  prospects of 
"peace" and v a s t l y  i n c r e a s e d  trade--and, a t  t h e  ve ry  l ea s t ,  a n e u t r a l i z a -  
t i o n  o f  E a s t e r n  Europe--providing t h e  Americans l e a v e  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f .  I t  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  appears t h a t  o n l y  when America's d i r ec t  p r e s e n c e  i n  Europe is 
removed and t h e  S o v i e t s  r e l a x  t h e i r  g r i p  on t h e  E a s t ,  w i l l  t h e  l a s t  ten-  
n a t i o n  r e v i v a l  of t h e  Roman sys t em i n  Europe a r i s e - - i n  t h e  p a r t i a l  
p o l i t i c a l  vacuum created. T h e  p a s s i n g  of t h e  b a t o n  of leadersh ip  t o  t h e  new 
g e n e r a t i o n  of S o v i e t  leaders a t  t h i s  un ique  t i m e  of h i s t o r y  is t h u s  a major 
milestone a long  t h e  way t o  f u l f i l l i n g  B i b l e  prophecy.  

" C h r i s t i a n  Rock"  

F i n a l l y ,  here are e x c e r p t s  from a March 11, 1985 TIME a r t i c l e  abou t  a new 
kind of pop-rock music.  The  ar t ic le  is e n t i t l e d  " N e w  L y r i c s  for t h e  D e v i l ' s  
Music." 

I f  you had to g u e s s  t h e i r  name, you might  t h i n k  o f  t h e  D e v i l ' s  
Disciples or t h e  Beelzebubs.  Or perhaps t h e  Kil ler  B e e s ,  which 
is w h a t  t h e  four young men on t h e  stage look l i k e  i n  t h e i r  t i g h t  
leather-and-spandex costumes crisscrossed w i t h  g a r i s h  black and 
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yellow stripes. Piles of makeup, spiky hair and enough dangling 
chains to tie up half the elephants in Africa complete the pic- 
ture of the up-to-date heavy-metal rock group. Even the music, 
the sound of a swarm of angry insects electronically amplified 
several thousand times, fits the image. 

But wait; don't walk away without listening to the words of their 
song..."So many bands give the devil all the glory. It's hard to 
understand we want to change the story. We want to rock one way 
on and on. You'll see the light some day. I'll say Jesus is the 
way." 

The group is actually called Stryper, a name inspired by the 
biblical assurance that "with His stripes we are healed" (Isaiah 
53:s). Instead of throwing drumsticks into the audience, these 
metal missionaries toss out about 500 imitation-leather copies of 
the New Testament. "We - -  are rock-'n'-roll evangelists," says 
Drummer Robert Sweet, 24.  "Stryper is a modern-day John the Bap- 
tist crying in the world of rock for those who don't have the life 
of Christ to turn on the light switch. Our message is J-E-S-U- 
s . '' 
Stryper is only one of dozens of groups ... all part of gospel, a 
musical category that also includes soul gospel and hymns. But 
these new entertainers create sounds that have never been heard 
in churches, sounds that range from Stryper's heavy beat...to the 
mellow pop of Amy Grant, who last week won her third Grammy for 
her song Angels. Indistinquishable--except for their lyrics-- 
from their secular counterparts, these performers represent one 
of the most interesting, fastest-growing trends in the music 
world: Christian contemporary music, or evanqelical pop.... Its 
chief audience is the generation of the New Squares, primarily 
young whites, 24 to 35, who like the beat of rock but disavow the 
drugs and sexual permissiveness that are associated with it. 
"The people who buy my records like danceable, modern music, but 
they don't want to feel guilty supporting music with trashy 
lyrics," says Steve Taylor, 27 ,  who sings his own songs. "Rock 
is associated with evil, but that is guilt by association. Music 
is music, and it is the vehicle of expression for my generation." 

The rationale behind "Christian Rock" is really nothing new. The false 
churches have a tradition of absorbing the customs of this world and 
coating them with a veneer of so-called Christianity. 

And while we're on the subject, that new record cut by 45 American pop-rock 
artists for the benefit of African famine relief, contains an interesting 
phrase repeated again and again throughout the song: "We are the world, we 
are the children." Truer words were never sung. But since the lyrics are 
repetitious and lack a bit of originality, the writers should have included 
passages from I1 C o r .  4:4,  John 8:44 and I John 2:15-17, to name only a few. 

--Gene H. Hogberg, News Bureau 


