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FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

Last Sunday, February 2 4 ,  we completed a very successful series of U.S. 
Festival Coordinators meetings in Pasadena. The theme was the same as that 
of the recent Regional Directors Conference: unity. In attendance were co- 
ordinators from all 22 U . S .  Feast sites, as well as Mr. Richard Frankel and 
Mr. John Halford, coordinators of the Jerusalem and China sites respective- 
ly. Also attending were business managers and other assigned personnel who 
will be serving at the sites, as well as Mr. Dibar Apartian, Regional Direc- 
tor for the French-speaking areas, and Mr. George Patrickson, assistant to 
Canadian Regional Director Mr. Colin Adair. 

The two-day conference began on Friday, February 22. Mr. Ellis La Ravia, 
Mr. Leroy Neff, and I addressed the group about matters pertinent to our 
respective areas. On the Sabbath, each congregation in Southern California 
had the opportunity to hear from one of the Festival Coordinators. Mr. 
Larry Neff, coordinator of the Sacramento site, gave the sermon in the Au- 
ditorium morning service, and Mr. Burk McNair, coordinator of the Big Sandy 
site, spoke to the afternoon congregation. 

Meetings resumed Sunday morning with presentations by Mr. Mark McCulley of 
the Festival Office, Mr. Larry Omasta, Director of Media Services, and Mr. 
John Prohs, Manager of Technical Operations and Engineering. A question- 
and-answer session followed. The coordinators then enjoyed a fine luncheon 
of iilexican food, Southern California style, before preparing to return 
home. We are looking forward once again to another wonderful Feast of Tab- 
ernacles this fall. 

Unity is a subject that affects not only Festival Coordinators and Regional 
Directors, but each of us as ministers of Jesus Christ. We are all under 
authority: Jesus Christ is under the authority of God the Father; Mr. Arm- 
strong is under the authority of the Head of the Church, Jesus Christ; and 
the ministry is under the authority of Mr. Armstrong. Unity is maintained 
and preserved through submission to authority. That- is - how God's Church is 
able to follow God's instruction t o  "all speak the same thins." As minis- 
ters, we must always strive to maintain a spirit of cooperatibn and submis- 
sion to the authority God has placed in His Church here at Headquarters. 
But it is - not natural for human nature to be responsive to Headquarters. It 
is quite easy to allow an attitude of self-will and independence to de- 
velop. However, that kind of attitude will eventually cause one to fall 
away! We must remember the instruction Paul gave Timothy in I1 Timothy 1:6. 
We must stir UJ God's Spirit. Unity cannot be maintained without our own 
effort and the spiritual he12 -- of God! 

What do you do when you find yourself out of step with Headquarters policy? 
Do you get back step immediately? Or do you have a tendency to resist? 
Don't allow yourself to fall into that trap! 

God holds the ministry responsible to point the congregations in their care 
toward Headquarters. God demands unity. A spirit of resistance is con- 
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trary to His will. It is natural, 
"Mv situation is different," "They 

it seems, for the human mind to think, 
don't understand my needs," or, "We'll 

juit go ahead and do it way here." That is exactly the type of reason- 
ing Lucifer used. It is presumptuous. Of course, it is easy to begin 
thinking that way, but it must be diligently guarded against! Satan is in- 
terested in influencing you to cultivate a divisive spirit. He does it 
slowly and subtly. It starts out small. But it grows. Most of you are 
aware of some of those who have allowed this spirit to develop to the point 
that they are no longer in God's Church. It can happen to you! It creeps 
up on you! 

Do you spend time "second guessing" Headquarters? Or is your attitude one 
of wholehearted desire to serve God faithfully, SUPPORTING AND BACKING the 
government He has placed in His Church? Do you consider it disloyal and 
distasteful to speak negatively about Headquarters' instructions, policies 
and procedures? Or is such talk a way of life with you? Think seriously 
about your own personal attitude. Don't think it is not reflected in your 
performance in your local congregation. It is! And God knows it is. 

There is a right way to approach a matter with which you may feel there is a 
problem. Simply contact Headquarters about it. Don't spread a disagree- 
ment to others, thereby undermining their spiritual development and poten- 
tially offending one of God's begotten children. That is what the devil 
would like you to do. 

Once you have contacted Headquarters about a matter, be willing to abide bJ - the decision. He 
holds us ministers responsible for setting a right example for His Spirit- 
begotten children in His congregations. You are on dangerous ground if you 
violate that trust by showing an uncooperative or resistant attitude 
through words or actions. It harms God's people when you don't respond to 
His government in His Church. 

God is training us to be a part of His coming government. 

And you can be sure God notices. 

I tremble for a minister when I hear he has neglected backing up or comply- 
ing with a directive from Headquarters, or has simply put off immediate 
compliance till he "has time" to find out if he can be an exception. What 
do you think God has to say about such an example? Is He pleased? Think 
about it! Yet, sometimes we can fall into that trap if we are not carefully 
seeking to have the mind of Christ through His Spirit. I'm quite sure no 
such attitude will ever exist in God's Family! 

Let's seek God daily in prayer for the pure, faithful attitude of unity He 
wants us to have. Unity is a beautiful thing in God's sight. It is some- 
thing that will last forever in His Kingdom. As His servants today, let us 
strive all the more to fulfill our individual responsibilities to maintain 
Godly unity in His Church now. 

International News 

From Mr. Frank Schnee The work of God's Church in the German-speaking area 
was able to achieve good growth and at the same time achieve a degree of 
consolidation in 1984. In addition to our office in Bonn, we opened sub- 
offices for mail receiving in Salzburg, Austria and Zurich, Switzerland. 

Advertising continued to be a main thrust for adding new subscribers to the 
German PLAIN TRUTH (KLAR & WAHR). During 1984 we added a total of 65,000 
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new s u b s c r i b e r s .  I t  w a s  i n  1984 t h a t  w e  began  a d v e r t i s i n g  i n  a b i g  way. 
Between 1980 and 1984 w e  h a v e  added a t o t a l  o f  375,000 new s u b s c r i b e r s  t o  
The PLAIN TRUTH l i s t  f o r  t h e  German-speaking area.  I n  December of 1984 w e  
r a n  a n  ad (a  f l y e r  at tached to  a t r a v e l  m a g a z i n e )  i n  most of t h e  German 
t r a i n s .  T h i s  campaign is e x p e c t e d  to  b r i n g  u s  1 0 , 0 0 0  new s u b s c r i b e r s  a t  a 
cost o f  a b o u t  $1.50 e a c h .  

Our PLAIN TRUTH l i s t  stood a t  j u s t  a r o u n d  t h e  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  m a r k  a t  t h e  end of 
1984. Our income f o r  t h e  y e a r  showed a n  i n c r e a s e  of 11.5% o v e r  1983.  Our 
f i n a n c i a l  base is made up o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 , 0 0 0  people: 500 members, 1 , 7 6 0  
co-workers and 2,770 d o n o r s .  

Our.GOOD NEWS l i s t  almost d o u b l e d  d u r i n g  1984 t o  j u s t  u n d e r  24,000.  W e  re- 
c e i v e d  250,000 pieces of mail ,  wh ich  is s i x  p e r c e n t  more t h a n  i n  1983.  Dur- 
i n g  1984 w e  s e n t  o u t  230,000 pieces o f  m a i l ,  which is 63% more t h a n  t h e  y e a r  
before. D u r i n g  1984 4,500 s t u d e n t s  were e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  B i b l e  c o r r e s p o n d -  
e n c e  c o u r s e  and o u r  P e r s o n a l  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  D e p a r t m e n t  reports  a n  i n c r e a s e  
of 67% more l e t t e r s  answered  t h a n  i n  1983.  

W e  have a t o t a l  o f  14 c o n g r e g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  German-speaking area w i t h  a t -  
t e n d a n c e  a t  a b o u t  800. 

T h e  1984 Feast of T a b e r n a c l e s  was h e l d  i n  B o n n d o r f ,  West Germany ( i n  t h e  
B l a c k  Forest)  w i t h  960 i n  a t t e n d a n c e  and i n  B r n o ,  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  w i t h  275 
( i n c l u d i n g  1 5  from E a s t  Germany) i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  1 9 8 5  w i l l  see a new Feas t  
s i t e  for  140 people opened  a t  Krakow,  P o l a n d .  

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 5  w e  completed a n o t h e r  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  ses- 
s i o n  o f  o u r  a n n u a l  YOU Wintercamp.  T h i s  was t h e  s i x t h  y e a r  t h e  y o u t h  from 
a l l  o v e r  E u r o p e  ( i n c l u d i n g  some o v e r s e a s  g u e s t s )  came t o g e t h e r  for  11 d a y s  
of a l p i n e  and c r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i i n g ,  t o b o g a n n i n g ,  A u s t r i a n  c u r l i n g ,  ice  
s k a t i n g ,  y o u t h  B i b l e  s t u d i e s  and much more. S e v e n t y  y o u t h s  were p r e s e n t  a t  
t h e  camp i n  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  A l p s  o f  Saalbach,  A u s t r i a .  Wintercamp c o o r d i n a -  
to r  Wolfgang Thomsen commented t h a t  t h i s  was a f a n t a s t i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  for  
t h e  y o u t h  to g e t  t o g e t h e r ,  s i n c e  t h e  Feast  o f  T a b e r n a c l e s  is t h e  o n l y  other  
t i m e  for t h e  young people to  h a v e  close c o n t a c t  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r .  Due t o  
f i n a n c i a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  and l o n g  t r a v e l i n g  d i s t a n c e s ,  t h e  y o u t h  are n o t  a b l e  
t o  meet t o g e t h e r  v e r y  o f t e n .  

J a n u a r y  b r o u g h t  good news for o n e  of o u r  young C h u r c h  members here i n  G e r -  
many. Robert G e i s ,  a member i n  t h e  Darmstadt Church ,  was awarded c o n s c i e n -  
t i o u s  objector s t a t u s  by a German A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o u r t  a f t e r  h a v i n g  b e e n  
t u r n e d  down twice p r e v i o u s l y  by h i s  local d r a f t  board. U n t i l  new l e g i s l a -  
t i o n  t h a t  was r e c e n t l y  passed, when a p p l y i n g  f o r  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  objector 
s t a t u s ,  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  was v i r t u a l l y  p i t t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  S t a t e  of Germany, 
h a v i n g  to  answer many d i f f i c u l t  and sometimes t r i c k y  q u e s t i o n s .  Robert had 
a p p l i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  new l a w  and t h e r e f o r e  was asked s u c h  q u e s t i o n s  as how h e  
found t h e  C h u r c h ,  i ts  t y p i c a l  d o c t r i n e s ,  how h e  became a member, and t h e n  o n  
to more i n t e n s e  q u e s t i o n s  s u c h  as why d i d  a n c i e n t  I s r ae l  f i g h t  wars, why was 
t h e  d e a t h  p e n a l t y  i n s t i t u t e d  i n  a n c i e n t  I s r a e l ,  how d o e s  o n e  e x p l a i n  t h e  
" e y e  f o r  a n  e y e  and t o o t h  f o r  a t o o t h "  s c r i p t u r e ,  what  would you do i f  you 
saw someone b e i n g  a t t a c k e d  and t h e  o n l y  way t o  s a v e  t h e  p e r s o n  would be to  
k i l l  t h e  at tacker? etc. M r .  A l f r e d  Hel lemann,  associate pastor of t h e  
Darmstadt,  D u s s e l d o r f  and Bonn c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  commented t h a t  God's i n s p i r a -  
t i o n  was e v i d e n t  i n  Rober t ' s  s u c c e s s f u l  a n s w e r i n g  o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  
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A t  t h e  end o f  J a n u a r y ,  O f f i c e  Manager J o h n  K a r l s o n ,  h i s  w i f e  and my w i f e  and 
I f l e w  to  Pasadena  f o r  t h e  R e g i o n a l  Directors Confe rence .  We found t h e  con- 
f e r e n c e  v e r y  b e n e f i c i a l  and u n i f y i n g .  With t h e  e v i d e n t  u n i t y  f u r t h e r  
s o l i d i f y i n g ,  w e  c a n  expect g r e a t  growth  i n  God ' s  w o r k  i n  t h e  months and 
y e a r s  ahead.  

--Joe T k a c h ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  
AMBASSADOR COLLEGE UPDATE 
(Pasadena  Campus) 

E v e r y t h i n g  is coming a l o n g  v e r y  w e l l  w i t h  Ambassador C o l l e g e  a t  b o t h  cam- 
puses .  My w i f e  and I r e c e n t l y  s p e n t  1 0  d a y s  a t  B i g  Sandy and had b o t h  a 
p r o f i t a b l e  and v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  s t a y  on  o u r  s is ter  campus. 

While there I w a s  able  to  g u e s t  t e a c h  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t s - - L i f e  and 
T e a c h i n g s  o f  J e s u s  ( f i r s t - y e a r  B i b l e ) ,  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  L i v i n g ,  M a r r i a g e  and 
t h e  Fami ly ,  E p i s t l e s  of P a u l  and second-yea r  Speech .  A l s o ,  I was p r i v i -  
l e g e d  to speak a t  t h e  Forum and gave  t w o  sermons ( a t  T y l e r  and B i g  Sandy)  
t h e  f i r s t  S a b b a t h  o f  o u r  v i s i t  and one  sermon t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S a b b a t h  a t  
L u f k i n ,  Texas .  

I was i n  B i g  Sandy d u r i n g  t h e  a n n u a l  Speech  Banquet  a t  t h e  Pasadena  campus; 
b u t ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  my w i f e  and I were able  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  a n n u a l  Speech  Ban- 
q u e t  a t  B i g  Sandy. T h i s  is a lways  a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  and e n t e r t a i n i n g  
e v e n t ,  and t h i s  y e a r  a t  B i g  Sandy was no e x c e p t i o n .  

A l s o  w h i l e  i n  B i g  Sandy,  my w i f e  and I v i s i t e d  w i t h  v a r i o u s  of t h e  f a c u l t y  
members, C o l l e g e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and t h e i r  wives .  I t h o u g h t  o u r  v i s i t  was 
b o t h  p r o f i t a b l e  and most p l e a s a n t ,  and f e l t  e v e r y o n e  made u s  welcome. 

M r .  and Mrs. L e s  McCullough are now i n  Pasadena  on  t h e  a n n u a l  f a c u l t y  ex- 
change program. They w i l l  be here t h r o u g h  t h e  r e s t  of t h i s  w e e k  and p l a n  t o  
r e t u r n  to  B i g . S a n d y  o n  Sunday. W h i l e  t h e  McCulloughs have been h e r e ,  M r .  
McCullough h a s  t a u g h t  a number o f  classes and gave  t h e  Forum on  Tuesday ,  
F e b r u a r y  26 th .  They have  a lso been  able  t o  v i s i t  w i t h  a number of m i n i s t e r s  
and f a c u l t y .  

Wednesday, F e b r u a r y  2 7 t h ,  t h e  McCulloughs,  a l o n g  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o f  u s  a t  Pas-  
adena,  a t t e n d e d  a special  R o t a r i a n  Luncheon a t  t h e  Pasadena  Hun t ing ton-  
S h e r a t o n  Hotel. The re  M r .  H e r b e r t  Armst rong  was p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a special  
sapphire p i n  by M r .  R i c h a r d  F i e d l e r ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  P a s a d e n a  R o t a r y  C lub .  
The Young Ambassadors  were a s k e d  t o  p e r f o r m  b e f o r e  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g u e s t s  
of t h e  s e v e r a l  combined R o t a r y  C l u b s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  area 
g a t h e r e d  f o r  t h i s  o c c a s i o n .  They d i d  a s u p e r b  j o b ,  and e v e r y o n e  seemed to  
e n j o y  t h e i r  pe r fo rmance  v e r y  much. (More d e t a i l s  of t h i s  e v e n t  w i l l  b e  
cove red  i n  t h e  March 4 t h  WORLDWIDE NEWS.) 

On Thursday ,  F e b r u a r y  2 8 t h ,  Messrs. Armst rong ,  McCullough, Ra lph  He lge ,  
Aaron Dean and I were a b l e  t o  d i s c u s s  v a r i o u s  matters c o n c e r n i n g  Ambassador 
C o l l e g e .  

C o l l e g e  f a c u l t y  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  have  s p e n t  many w e e k s  i n  c a r e f u l l y  and 
p r a y e r f u l l y  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  t h i r d -  and f o u r t h - y e a r  s t u d e n t s  i n  our S t u d e n t  
Progress Mee t ings  and have  j u s t  a b o u t  f i n i s h e d  s e l e c t i n g  n e x t  y e a r ' s  s t u -  
d e n t  body of f icers .  W e  have  also made c e r t a i n  d e c i s i o n s  and recommenda- 
t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  g r a d u a t i n g  s e n i o r s .  T h i s  coming May t h e  Church w i l l  
a g a i n  h i r e  q u i t e  a f e w  of t h e  g r a d u a t e s .  
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Soon, t h e  a d m i s s i o n s  teams of b o t h  campuses w i l l  b e g i n  s e l e c t i n g  t h o s e  A.A.  
and A.S.  s t u d e n t s  who w i l l  be  a d m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  f o u r - y e a r  Bachelor o f  A r t s  
program a t  Pasadena .  T h i s  w i l l  take many hundreds  of man h o u r s .  

God c o n t i n u e s  to  b l e s s  b o t h  campuses of H i s  C o l l e g e .  W e  a r e - c o n t i n u i n g  t o  
have a v e r y  good y e a r  on b o t h  campuses,  and  I know God w i l l  c o n - t i n u e  t o  
b l e s s  u s  r i c h l y - - i f  w e  c o n t i n u e  to  m a k e  c e r t a i n  (as  t h e  Founder  and Chan- 
cellor has  t a u g h t  u s )  t h a t  t h e  Word o f  G o d  is t h e  FOUNDATION of e v e r y  c lass  
and a c t i v i t y  of Ambassador C o l l e g e !  

--Raymond F. McNair, Deputy C h a n c e l l o r  

AMBASSADOR COLLEGE UPDATE 

(Big  Sandy Campus) 2/12/85 

G r e e t i n g s  a g a i n  t o  eve ryone  from t h e  campus i n  B i g  Sandy.  I t  h a s  been  sev-  
e r a l  w e e k s  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  update on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  here. Dur ing  t h a t  t i m e  a 
new semester h a s  begun and there  h a s  been  a v a r i e t y  of a c t i v i t i e s .  

J a n u a r y  f i f t h ,  a f t e r  our a f t e r n o o n  S a b b a t h  s e r v i c e s ,  1 4 9  s t u d e n t s  boarded 
three buses  and some of t h e  c o l l e g e  v a n s  t o  l e a v e  €or what h a s  become t h e  
a n n u a l  s k i  t r i p  t o V a i l ,  Co lo rado .  W e  were j o i n e d  t h e r e  by 83 s t u d e n t s  from 
t h e  Pasadena  campus. Everyone  had a most e n j o y a b l e  t i m e .  I t  is a n  e x c e l -  
l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  for t h e  s t u d e n t s  to  g e t  t o  know one  a n o t h e r ,  as w e l l  as a 
number of t h e  f a c u l t y ,  i n  one  of t h e  most d e l i g h t f u l  s e t t i n g s  p o s s i b l e .  

W e  s t a y e d  a t  t h e  A n t l e r s  Hotel, which was t h e  condominium u n i t  used by t h e  
m i n i s t r y  when t h e  Feast was h e l d  i n  V a i l  i n  1980. T h e  c o n d i t i o n s  were 
i d e a l .  Once a g a i n ,  w e  had a number o f  s t u d e n t s  a l o n g  who had neve r  s e e n  
snow, so t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r o l l  i n  i t ,  th row it and s k i  on i t  was w e l l  
r e c e i v e d .  

The B i g  Sandy s t u d e n t s  s t a y e d  i n  t h e  homes of C h u r c h  members on F r i d a y  n i g h t  
and seemed to  m a k e  a good i m p r e s s i o n .  I t a l k e d  w i t h  one f a m i l y  who had 
asked to h o s t  some s t u d e n t s ,  hoping  t h e y  would be g i r l s .  A s  migh t  be ex- 
p e c t e d ,  t h e y  somehow g o t  f e l l o w s .  B u t  t h e  w i f e  s a id  s h e  would  a s k  fo r  men 
n e x t  t i m e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were s u c h  a good example of h e l p i n g  w i t h  d i s h e s ,  etc.  
The  Denver c h u r c h  t h e n  made u s  welcome on  t h e  S a b b a t h  w i t h  a p o t l u c k  meal 
a f t e r  s e r v i c e s  before e v e r y o n e  s e t  o u t  for home. 

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  B i g  Sandy,  t h e  wea the r  t u r n e d  c o l d  and w e  ended 
u p  w i t h  t e n  i n c h e s  of snow. T h i s  is t h e  second  c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r  i n  wh ich  w e  
have had heavy snow and,  for  u s ,  v e r y  cold weather. For t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I am 
aware o f ,  w e  had t o  c a n c e l  s e r v i c e s  for t h e  B i g  Sandy c h u r c h  on  t h e  S a b b a t h .  
W e  d i d  have s e r v i c e s  for t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  it was too dange rous  fo r  t h e  
o u t l y i n g  members to  d r i v e  t o  t h e  campus. The snow is gone now and w e  are 
back to normal  Eas t  Texas  w i n t e r  d a y s  o f  a b o u t  f i f t y - f i v e  d e g r e e s  (13 de- 
g r e e s  C e l s i u s )  and clear s k i e s .  

M r .  Raymond M c N a i r  is here t h i s  w e e k  on t h e  f a c u l t y  exchange  program. Some 
o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  from b o t h  campuses spend  a w e e k  i n  classes on  t h e  o t h e r  cam- 
pus. T h e  program g i v e s  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i -  
t i e s  more c l o s e l y .  T h i s  exchange  program began many y e a r s  ago  when M r .  
M c N a i r  and I exchanged between B r i c k e t  Wood and B i g  Sandy.  T h o s e  i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e  program f i n d  it v e r y  p r o f i t a b l e .  My w i f e  Marion and I w i l l  be  g o i n g  
o u t  to  Pasadena  s h o r t l y  f o r  our w e e k  o u t  t h e r e .  
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Mr. Russell Duke has been working with the newly formed Big Sandy "YAs" 
(Young Ambassadors). They have performed for the Big Sandy Silver Ambassa- 
dors, the older folks over fifty. (Don't laugh. Many of you now qualify 
even if you don't realize you are "older folks.") We have also, in coopera- 
tion with Ministerial Services, been able to perform for a couple of the 
local congregations for special music and/or an evening of entertainment. 
The response has been very enthusiastic. The Big Sandy and Pasadena YAs 
will join to do some filming for the Feast film. I think you will really 
enjoy the production. 

I would like to remind you local Church pastors to encourage Ambassador 
College applicants to send their completed applications in immediately. 
Although the deadline for receiving applications is March lst, both col- 
leges will be accepting some late applications. Mr. McNair and I appreci- 
ate your help and the evaluations you make. We have seen some excellent 
applications. Thank you for your efforts and the instruction you are giv- 
ing in your congregations. 

--Leslie L. McCullough, Deputy Chancellor 

UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

The Importance of the Computer Index Number 

From time to time, you may be asked about the purpose of the file index num- 
ber which appears on the top line of labels for The PLAIN TRUTH and other 
Church publications. For your information, we'd like to review just how 
this number is used and why it is critical to our mail processing opera- 
tions. 

An index number is given to each person who is added to our files. Each in- 
dividual is assigned his own unique number, and it will never be assigned to 
anyone else. This number is used in the following ways: 

0 It allows our employees to immediately identify an individual when 
handling transactions such as literature requests, Feast registration, 
address changes, etc. 

It prevents errors that might occur when two people have the same name 
or address. 

0 

0 It helps us to make sure that literature is sent to the person who re- 
quested it. 

0 It enables us to quickly and accurately check a person's record when 
he inquires about such matters as to why his literature may be late, 
never arrived, etc. 

0 It ensures that all contributions are properly credited to the right 

With the above in mind, we would appreciate very much your encouragement of 
the members to always use prelabeled envelopes when writing to Headquar- 
ters. Additional envelopes will be sent upon request. Also, it is helpful 
to us for members to use their index number when calling on the WATS line 
for literature, changes of address, etc. 

person. 
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Al though t h e  i n d e x  number is a v i t a l  p r o c e s s i n g  tool ,  w e  want t o  assure you 
and our members t h a t  t h e y  are  neve r  c o n s i d e r e d  " j u s t  a number" to  God 's  
Church or t h e  employees a t  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  The u s e  of t h e s e  numbers s i m p l y  
h e l p s  u s  g i v e  be t t e r ,  more p e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e  by a v o i d i n g  errors  and h a n d l i n g  
r e q u e s t s  more e f f i c i e n t l y .  

Annual Receipts and Tax I n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  U.S. C o n t r i b u t o r s  

Annual receipts f o r  a l l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  made i n  1984 were mailed i n  l a t e  J a n -  
uary .  I f  any members i n  your  c o n g r e g a t i o n  have  n o t  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  receipts 
and need one,  p lease a s k  them to  c a l l  o u r  t o l l - f r e e  number (1-800-423- 
4444). T h e s e  receipts are s e n t  as a c o u r t e s y  to  c o n t r i b u t o r s  and c o n t a i n  
t h e  t o t a l  amount t h e y  have  d o n a t e d  t o  God ' s  Church d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
y e a r .  ( C o n t r i b u t i o n s  g i v e n  a t  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Feast  s i t e  wou ld  n o t  be i n -  
c luded  on t h e  receipt.)  

Members s h o u l d  a lways  v e r i f y  t h e  amounts  on t h e i r  r e c e i p t s  by c h e c k i n g  
t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  r e c o r d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e y  claim t h e i r  d o n a t i o n s  as  a t a x  
d e d u c t i o n .  I t  is a d v i s a b l e  for members to s a v e  these r e c o r d s  for  a t  l e a s t  
three y e a r s .  

Members o c c a s i o n a l l y  a s k  w h e t h e r  t h e y  c a n  i n c l u d e  t h e  d o n a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  as a d e d u c t i o n  on t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  t a x  form. Accord ing  t o  U . S .  t a x  
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  c h i l d r e n ' s  d o n a t i o n s  t h a t  have  been  r e c o r d e d  s e p a r a t e l y  c a n n o t  
be i n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  p a r e n t s '  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  as a d e d u c t i o n  on t h e  p a r e n t s '  
t a x  form. 

We hope t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  be o f  v a l u e  s h o u l d  q u e s t i o n s  ar ise .  

S e v e r e  Weather A f f e c t s  Many S u b s c r i b e r s  

T h e  s e v e r e  weather  we 've had across t h e  U.S. t h i s  w i n t e r  h a s  impacted t h e  
l i v e s  of  many i n d i v i d u a l s  w r i t i n g  i n  to  God's  Church.  Some view t h e  chang- 
i n g  weather p a t t e r n s  as y e t  a n o t h e r  s i g n  t h a t  t h e  end of t h i s  p r e s e n t  a g e  is  
nea r .  Fo l lowing  i s , a  sampl ing  o f  t h e  many comments we 've r e c e i v e d :  

W e  a re  s e e i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  weather as t h e  Lord s a i d  w e  would see 
them. The whole weather p a t t e r n  h a s  changed ,  n o t  o n l y  h e r e ,  b u t  
i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  world as w e l l .  I p r a y  t h a t  i t  w o n ' t  be l o n g  
before t h e  Lord r e t u r n s .  Meanwhile H i s  w o r k  is growing by leaps  
and bounds.  I a m  v e r y  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  i t  and t h a n k f u l  for  t h e  lit- 
t l e  p a r t  I have i n  i t .  

M.O. (Brook lyn ,  N Y )  

W e  have r e a l l y  had some c o l d  wea the r .  I w i l l  soon  be 86 y e a r s  
o ld .  I ' v e  neve r  s e e n  i t  t h i s  c o l d  here i n  G e o r g i a  b e f o r e .  I had 
neve r  s e e n  it as h o t  as it was t h i s  pas t  summer. E v e r y t h i n g  is 
r e a l l y  changing .  May God c o n t i n u e  t o  b l e s s  you and H i s  w o r k .  

Mrs. G.S. (Sparta ,  GA) 

Well, 16 i n c h e s  of snow came to  C l e v e l a n d  a week a g o  Tuesday.  
Then w e  g o t  a n o t h e r  e i g h t  i n c h e s  y e s t e r d a y .  So w e  are u p  to  our 
knees  i n  snow--that is i f  your  knees  are h i g h .  W e l l ,  s p r i n g  i s  
n o t  fa r  so I g u e s s  w e  have t h a t  to  look f o r w a r d  to. 

T.P. ( S t r o n g s v i l l e ,  OH) 
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We have been  hav ing  some v e r y  cold wea the r  h e r e .  S a b b a t h  ser-  
v i c e s  were c a n c e l e d  and a lso B i b l e  s t u d y .  W e  c e r t a i n l y  missed  
b o t h  and eve ryone  was happy to  be  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n  t h i s  S a b b a t h .  

M r .  & Mrs. R.W. (Crete,  I L )  

W e  j u s t  had a k i l l i n g  f r e e z e  h e r e  i n  F l o r i d a .  Al though my hus- 
b a n d ' s  w o r k  is n o t  d i r e c t l y  t i e d  to a g r i c u l t u r e ,  it w i l l  b e  f e l t  
i n  a l l  areas o f  o u r  economy. F l o r i d a  h a s  t r u l y  been  b l e s s e d  and  
p r o t e c t e d  f o r  some t i m e  now. W e  were wondering how l o n g  i t  would 
c o n t i n u e ,  as w e  watched t h e  t e r r i b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n . t h e  res t  of 
t h e  U.S .  

R.R. (Lake land ,  F L )  

Here i n  c e n t r a l  Texas  w e  are h a v i n g  one  of  t h e  c o l d e s t  w i n t e r s  
I ' v e  e v e r  s e e n  i n  my 56 y e a r s  on ear th .  I know t h i s  is someth ing  
w e  people have  b r o u g h t  on o u r s e l v e s .  May God have  mercy on u s .  

M.R. (Temple, TX) 

- -Richard Rice, Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

U.S .  FARM C R I S I S ;  AUSTRALIA'S KEY ROLE I N  A N Z U S ;  
THE CHANGE I N  R E L I G I O N ;  MR. REAGAN EXALTS HEROES 

T h e  f i r s t  b i g  d o m e s t i c  c r i s i s  c o n f r o n t i n g  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan is t h e  e x p l o s i v e  
fa rm c r e d i t  c runch .  S t a t e  house  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  Nidwes te rn  farm 
b e l t  have t r e k k e d  to  Washington t h i s  past  w e e k ,  i m p l o r i n g  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a -  
t i o n  f o r  i n t e r e s t  ra te  r e d u c t i o n s  and emergency l o a n  g u a r a n t e e s  for hard-  
p r e s s e d  farmers, who migh t  n o t  otherwise be ab le  to  p l a n t  t h e i r  f i e l d s  i n  a 
f e w  w e e k s .  Some a i d  may be f o r t h c o m i n g ,  b u t  M r .  Reagan h a s  promised  t o  v e t o  
any e x p e n s i v e  measure  t h a t  would s e r i o u s l y  impact t h e  a l r e a d y  s t r a i n e d  fed- 
e r a l  budge t .  H e  is p r o c e e d i n g  from a t o p - l e v e l  report t h a t  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  
t h e  problem of f a i l i n g  farms is c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  a b o u t  one  f a rmer  o u t  of 
e v e r y  15 who g o t  o v e r l y  a g g r e s s i v e  i n  buying  r a p i d l y - a p p r e c i a t i n g  l a n d  i n  
t h e  l a t e  1970s. Farmland v a l u e s  have  s i n c e  f a l l e n  d r a s t i c a l l y  and t h e s e  
ove rex tended  farmers are s t u c k  w i t h  huge i n d e b t e d n e s s  and a s h r i n k i n g  n e t  
worth.  Of c o u r s e  there  are other factors  as  w e l l ,  s u c h  as  depressed - 
commodity prices, mounta inous  s u r p l u s e s  o f  some products ,  t h e  s t r o n g  do l l a r  
(which h a s  r educed  some e x p o r t  sales) and t h e  c a r r y o v e r  e f f e c t s  of pas t  
government po l i t i ca l  d e c i s i o n s ,  s u c h  as b o y c o t t e d  g r a i n  s h i p m e n t s  to  t h e  
Sov ie t Union. 

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and Budget  Director David Stockman have  an- 
nounced t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  g r a d u a l l y  e l i m i n a t i n g  most i f  n o t  a l l  farm sub- 
s i d y  programs.  I t  j u s t  cou ld  be t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  c o u l d  g e t  n a i l e d  
w i t h  t h e  blame f o r  t h e  farm cr i s i s  by v o t e r s  i n  t h e  Midwest i n  t h e  1986 o f f -  
y e a r  e l e c t i o n s .  T h e  F e b r u a r y  4, 1985 U . S .  NEWS & WORLD REPORT c a r r i e d  a 
f e a t u r e  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "America's Farmers Down t h e  T u b e s ? "  Some e x c e r p t s  
follow: 

A r e c e n t  A g r i c u l t u r e  Depar tment  s u r v e y  found t h a t  as many as 
243,000 of  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  2.3 m i l l i o n  farms may have  s e r i o u s  f i n a n -  
c i a l  p rob lems ,  and 1 4 5 , 0 0 0  more are  i n  e x t r e m e  t r o u b l e .  Many of 
t h e s e  d e b t - l a d e n  farmers fear t h e y  w i l l  b e  forced o u t  of b u s i n e s s  
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t h i s  s p r i n g  because t h e y  have  e x h a u s t e d  t h e i r  c r e d i t  and w i l l  be 
u n a b l e  t o  borrow money to  p l a n t  crops. 

A s  more and more farmers are d r i v e n  from t h e  l a n d ,  small  towns 
- and c i t i es  are dy ing .  , g r a i n  e l e v a t o r s  and m o m  
- and pop stores a l o n g  - Main S t ree t  are c l o s i n g .  Banks t h a t  have  
e x t e n d e d  r epaymen t s  and r e n e g o t i a t e d  l o a n s  t o  h a r d - p r e s s e d  
f a r m e r s  now are t h r e a t e n e d  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e  F e d e r a l  Deposit In-  
s u r a n c e  C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  l a t e s t  problem-bank l i s t  i n c l u d e d  231 farm 
banks ,  more t h a n  d o u b l e  t h e i r  number a y e a r  ea r l i e r .  S i n c e  t h a t  
J u n e  30 report  was i s s u e d ,  more t h a n  h a l f  o f  a l l  bank f a i l u r e s  
have i n v o l v e d  farm banks.  

Equipment  

A l m o s t  30 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  Farmers H o m e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  
25.2 b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  o u t s t a n d i n g  l o a n s  are d e l i n q u e n t .  T h e  
problem is m o s t  s e v e r e  i n  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  b readbaske t - -  
Kansas ,  Iowa, I l l i n o i s ,  Nebraska ,  I n d i a n a  and O h i o .  

The c r i s i s  had i t s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  1970s ,  when t h e  S o v i e t  Union 
began buying  mass ive  amounts of U . S .  g r a i n  and p r e d i c t i o n s  of 
worldwide famine  made a g r i c u l t u r e  a f a s t - g r o w t h  i n d u s t r y .  E s t a b -  
l i s h e d  farmers rushed  to  expand o p e r a t i o n s ,  w h i l e  a b o u t  70,000 
young Americans t o o k  up t h e  o c c u p a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  Many 
borrowed h e a v i l y  to  buy l a n d  and equipment .  Farm d e b t  jumped 
from 73.3 b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  1974 t o  182 b i l l i o n  i n  1981. 

T h e  heavy bor rowing  was backed by r a p i d l y  e s c a l a t i n g  l a n d  prices.  
Between 1974 and 1981,  t h e  a v e r a g e  pr ice  o f  f a r m l a n d  i n  t h e  U . S .  
rose from $302 an  acre t o  $795. P r ime  Midwestern  l a n d  s h o t  u p  t o  
$4,000 a n  acre. T h e  boom peaked 1981 ,  and l a n d  v a l u e s  have  
c a r e e n e d  d o w n h i l l  e v e r  s i n c e .  Economis t s  blame t h e  g l o b a l  reces- 
s i o n ,  a s t r o n g e r  U . S .  do l l a r ,  y e a r s  of h i g h  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  and 
p o l i t i c a l l y  i n s p i r e d  embargoes on  food  e x p o r t s  t h a t  made o v e r s e a s  
customers d o u b t  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of American s u p p l i e r s  and pro- 
v i d e d  an  o p e n i n g  for competitors. 

-- 

N e t  f a rm income f e l l  f rom 31 b i l l i o n  do l la rs  in 1 9 8 1  to an es t i -  
-- mated 24 b i l l i o n ,  at most, t h i s  year.. . .  Emanuel M e l i c h a r ,  a n  
economis t  w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e s e r v e  Sys tem,  estimates t h a t  83 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  farm d e b t  is owed by o n l y  29 p e r c e n t  o f  farmers. 
More t h a n  t w o  t h i r d s  of them have  d e b t s  equal t o  40 p e r c e n t  of t h e  
v a l u e  of t h e i r  farms--the p o i n t  a t  which t h e y  owe more i n  
i n t e r e s t  t h a n  t h e y  e a r n  from t h e i r  crops. 

-- 

A F e b r u a r y  11 report r e c e i v e d  o v e r  o u r  R e u t e r s  wire added t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

N e i l  Harl ,  a p r o f e s s o r  o f  economics a t  Iowa S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  . . .[ s a i d  t h a t ]  banks  are a l r e a d y  o v e r e x t e n d e d . .  . . They have  
l o a n e d  more t h a n  t h e y  c a n  now r e c o v e r  s i n c e  t h e  c o l l a t e r a l  
i n v o l v e d ,  t h e  l a n d  i t s e l f ,  h a s  s h a r p l y  f a l l e n  i n  v a l u e .  An acre 
of  prime Iowa fa rmland  which sold f o r  $2 ,147  i n  1981,  he  s a i d ,  
se l ls  t o d a y  for  $1,357--when a buyer  c a n  be found. . . .  

Today t h e  t o t a l  U . S .  farm d e b t  is e s t i m a t e d  to be $210 b i l l i o n ,  
--- more t h a n  t h e  e n t i r e  combined d e b t  of the qovernments  of B r a z i l ,  
Mexico and A r g e n t i n a ,  and second o n l y  t o  t h e  U . S .  gove rnmen t ' s  
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d e b t .  Tom C u r l ,  a f a rmer  from C l i n t o n ,  I l l . . . s a i d :  "Our d e b t  i s  
second o n l y  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  gove rnmen t ' s .  We are f o r c e d  to  
compete w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  government  for  c r e d i t .  W e  have  
s u b s t i t u t e d  c r e d i t  f o r  p r o f i t  to  t h e  p o i n t  where we've used  up  
ou r  e q u i t y .  Our n e t  income t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  h a s  n o t  been  
s u f f i c i e n t  to  e v e n  s e r v i c e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o n  t h a t  debt . "  

More on  ANZUS: The Key Role Played  by A u s t r a l i a  

So f a r ,  N e w  Zea land  h a s  drawn t h e  s p o t l i g h t  i n  t h e  brewing  ANZUS cr is is .  
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  David Lange is p r e s e n t l y  o n  a t o u r  o f  Europe, e x p l a i n i n g  h i s  
gove rnmen t ' s  non-nuclear  s t a n c e .  TiIe e x p l a i n e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  w h i l e  i n  L o s  
Angeles  on a b r i e f  s t o p o v e r .  On ne twork  t e l e v i s i o n ,  t h e  o u t s p o k e n  N r .  
Lange g e n e r a l l y  p o r t r a y e d  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  underdog role: i t  was Washington ,  
n o t  W e l l i n g t o n ,  h e  m a i n t a i n e d ,  t h a t  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  b r e a k u p  o f  ANZUS.  A s k e d  
whether  t h e  U . S .  c o u l d  be e x p e c t e d  to  c o n t i n u e  to  d e f e n d  N e w  Zea land  w i t h  
i ts  " n u c l e a r  umbre l l a "  he  e m p h a t i c a l l y  repl ied t h a t  h i s  governinent no 
l o n g e r  wanted s u c h  a c o v e r i n g ,  t h a t  N e w  Zea land  was more secure w i t h o u t  i t .  

However, many e x p e r t s  emphas ize  t h a t  t h e  r ea l  c o u n t r y  t o  watch is A u s t r a l -  
i a ,  c h i e f l y  due to  t h e  h i g h l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  American m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  
located t h e r e .  Loss o f  these f a c i l i t i e s  would have  a s i z a b l e  impact on t h e  
e x t e n s i o n  o f  U.S. power i n  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  and would a f f e c t  American s e c u r i t y  
i t s e l f .  Because  of t h e  s t r a t eg ic  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  these i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  t h e  
U . S .  c h o s e  to g o  e a s y  o n  P r ime  M i n i s t e r  Bob H a w k e  when h e  announced h i s  gov- 
ernment  was c a n c e l l i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a n  ?4X t r a n s - P a c i f i c  missile t e s t .  
Here f i r s t  are e x c e r p t s  of a n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  F e b r u a r y  1 0  SUNDAY TIMES of 
B r i t a i n :  

T h e  b l u n t  answer is t h a t  N e w  Z e a l a n d  does n o t  matter much to  
America's d e f e n c e  s t r a t e g y .  A u s t r a l i a  does, b e c a u s e  it houses  
t h r e e  c ruc ia l  American m i l i t a r y  bases. 

A t  P i n e  Gap, n e a r  A l i c e  S p r i n g s ,  t h e r e  is a s a t e l l i t e  r e c e i v i n g  
s t a t i o n ,  codenamed "Merino,"  wh ich  is  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c o l l e c t i o n  
p o i n t  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  from America's s p y  s a t e l l i t e s  which pass 
o v e r  R u s s i a  and Ch ina  on a n o r t h - s o u t h  polar o r b i t . . . .  The moni- 
t o r i n g  s t a t i o n . .  . r e l a y s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  to  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  
Agency a t  For t  Mead, Maryland ,  n e a r  Washington ,  f o r  a n a l y s i s .  

S i x  hundred miles s o u t h  o f  A l i c e  S p r i n g s  a t  N u r r a n g a r ,  a second 
s t a t i o n ,  codenamed "Cas ino , "  r e c e i v e s  what  is c a l l e d  "imagery"-- 
h i g h - d e f i n i t i o n  t e l e v i s i o n  pictures  from t h e  s a t e l l i t e s ,  which  is 
t h e n  t r a n s m i t t e d  to  Washington f o r  a n a l y s i s  by t h e  CIA.  

T h e  t h i r d  major U . S .  base i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  a t  North West Cape, is 
p e r h a p s  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t .  I t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  n a v a l  
communicat ion i n s t a l l a t i o n s . . . .  The t h i r d  and most awesome [ o f  
t h e s e ]  is a 5 ,500-acre ,  2m watt " e x t r a  l o w  f r equency"  r a d i o  
t r a n s m i s s i o n  s t a t i o n .  T h i s  is used  to  r e l a y  o r d e r s  t o  American 
submar ines  a t  sea, and is t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  p r i n c i p a 1 U . S .  
submar ine  t r a n s m i t t i n g  s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  wor ld .  I t  is also t h e  
o n l y  s t a t i o n  o u t s i d e  America. W i t h o u t  it, the nuclear -a rmed 
s u b m a r i n e s  on which America's d e f e n c e  p a r t l y  res ts  c o u l d  n o t  
operate -- i n  t h e  P a c i f i c .  



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, MARCH 1, 1 9 8 5  PAGE 11 

So Washington chose to  r e g a r d  H a w k e ' s  m i s h a n d l i n g  of  t h e  PIX a f -  
f a i r  as a minor  i r r i t a n t - - a n d  hoped i t  was n o t  a s i g n a l  of worse 
to come. 

W r i t i n g  i n  t h e  F e b r u a r y  17 SAN DIEGO U N I O N ,  P.  Edward H a l e y ,  director of t h e  
K e c k  C e n t e r  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t r a t e g i c  S t u d i e s ,  added t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  h i s  
a r t i c l e  "ANZUS: N e w  Zea land  P u l l e d  P l u g  on  P a c i f i c  Pact":  

A u s t r a l i a  is t h e  c r i t i c a l  fac tor ,  n o t  N e w  Zea land . . . .  T h e s e  
[ a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d 1  f a c i l i t i e s  are o f  enormous v a l u e  to  t h e  U n i t e d  
States .  They m a k e  A u s t r a l i a  a t a r g e t  of S o v i e t  n u c l e a r  weapons. 

F i n a l l y ,  A u s t r a l i a  c o u l d  p r o h i b i t  t h e  t r a n s i t  of U . S .  n u c l e a r -  
armed sh ips  and p l a n e s  t h r o u g h  i ts  waters, por t s  and a i r f i e l d s .  
A t  p r e s e n t ,  U . S .  ' h u n t e r - k i l l e r "  n u c l e a r  a t t ack  submar ines  c a l l  
f r e q u e n t l y  a t  Cockburn Sound i n  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a .  G e n e r a l l y ,  
t he re  is one  American s u b  a t  Cockburn 25  p e r c e n t  of t h e  time ( f o r  
one w e e k  each  month) to allow r e p l e n i s h m e n t  of  s u p p l i e s  and r e s t  
and r e c r e a t i o n  f o r  t h e  crew. U . S .  nuc lear -a rmed s h i p s  c a n  u s e  
t h e i r  A u s t r a l i a n  ports  because t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  government  ove r -  
r ides  local protests by r e s o r t i n g  to i ts  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y  powers. American B-52s  m a k e  r e g u l a r  u s e  o f  t h e  RAAF a i r  
b a s e  a t  Darwin i n  n o r t h e r n  A u s t r a l i a  for r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  f l i g h t s  
and c o n d u c t  other t y p e s  of f l i g h t  t r a i n i n g  o v e r  n o r t h e r n  Queens- 
l a n d .  

T h e  r e fusa l  of " t r a n s i t "  r i g h t s  wou ld  s e r i o u s l y  harm t h e  a b i l i t y  
of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  to project i ts  n a v a l  power i n t o  t h e  Wes te rn  
P a c i f i c .  T h e  n e a r e s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  f a c i l i t i e s  are i n  t h e  P h i l i p -  
p i n e s ,  and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e  is n o t  e n c o u r a g i n g .  T h e  
loss of s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  communica t ions ,  and t r a n s i t  f a c i l i t i e s  
would endanqer  the s e c u r i t y  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i t s e l f ,  f o r  i t  
wou ld  undermine U . S .  c a p a b i l i t i e s  to  d e t e r  S o v i e t  n u c l e a r  a t t ack .  

R e l i g i o u s  T r a d i t i o n  Changinq 

On a t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  topic  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  e x c e r p t e d  from t h e  NEW 
YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE l a s t  December shows t h e  changes  t h a t  have t a k e n  
place i n  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s :  

Americans are  t u r n i n g  away from t h e  d ic ta tes  of  o r g a n i z e d  r e l i -  
g i o n  and are drawing  upon s p i r i t u a l  f e e l i n g s  of t h e i r  own t o  de- 
f i n e  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  a l e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h e r  i n  r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s  h a s  
found.  D r .  W i l l i a m  J .  McCready, program d i r e c t o r  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Op in ion  Research C e n t e r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Ch icago ,  t o l d  a 
g r o u p  of p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s  here t h a t  t h e  s h i f t  r e p r e s e n t e d  2 major 
change  -- i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  r e l i g i o u s  c h a r a c t e r .  

R e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  remains  s t r o n g ,  McCready s a i d ,  b u t  f o r  growing 
numbers of people a n  i n d i v i d u a l  search for meaninq has  become t h e  
c e n t r a l  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  r e p l a c i n g  u n q u e s t i o n i n g  o b e d i e n c e  
to r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t y .  "The t r a n s i t i o n  is n o t  f rom a u t h o r i t y  to  
a n a r c h y  b u t  to  c o n s c i e n c e , "  h e  sa id . . . .  

McCready's research [shows] . . . t h a t  60 p e r c e n t  o f  Americans re- 
c e n t l y  su rveyed  rejected * c o n c e p t  of "absolTte moral g u i d e -  
l i n e s . "  Ten y e a r s  ago,  o n l y  a b o u t  40  p e r c e n t  of Americans h e l d  



PAGE 1 2  

. 
PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, MARCH 1, 1965' - 

t h a t  view,  h e  sa id .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  h e  s a i d ,  more people a p p e a r  
t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  i n  "myth ic ,  i m a g i n a t i v e  and re- 
f l e c t i v e "  terms r a t h e r  t h a n  as s t a n d a r d s  for  b e h a v i o r . . . .  " A m e r -  
i c a n s  d o n ' t  r e spond  to  moral i m p e r a t i v e s , "  h e  sa id .  "They i n -  
c r e a s i n q l y  behave  any way t h e y  want  to. T h e y ' v e  been t o l d  t o  
t r u s t  t h e i r  c o n s c i e n c e s ,  and t h a t ' s  what  t h e y ' r e  d o i n g  ."... --- - 
Americans t h e m s e l v e s  seem to be  unaware of t h e  e x t e n t  to  which 
t h e i r  compatriots h o l d  r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s ,  he  s a i d .  For example,  
h e  s a i d  a s u r v e y  a s k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  Ten  Commandments found t h a t  8 5  
p e r c e n t  o f  Amer icans  p e r s o n a l l y  embraced them. B u t  o n l y  45 per- 
c e n t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  e spoused  them, "People are 
s t i l l  r e l i g i o u s  t h e m s e l v e s , "  McCready s a i d ,  " b u t  t h e y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  
s o c i e t y  is." 

T h i s  b r i n g s  u p  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  G a l l u p  po l l  of t e e n a g e r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s - -  
and unde r s t and ing- -a s  summarized i n  t h e  J a n u a r y  6, 1985 issue of PARADE 
magazine: 

Accord ing  t o  a p o l l  by t h e  G a l l u p  Youth S u r v e y ,  f o u r  o u t  of f i v e  
t e e n a g e r s  f e e l  t h e  Ten Commandments are v a l i d ,  T h e  same s u r v e y  
a lso s ta ted  t h a t  o n l y  t h r e e  o u t  of 1 0 0  t e e n a g e r s  c a n  name t h e  Ten  
Commandments. 

H o w  P r e s i d e n t  Reaqan Has R e s t o r e d  t h e  Place o f  " t h e  Hero" 

One r e a s o n  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan h a s  been  so s u c c e s s f u l  a l e a d e r  is t h a t  he  h a s  
r e s t o r e d  a s e n s e  of honor  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ;  h e  c o n t i n u a l l y  and p u b l i c l y  ac- 
knowledges and awards common c i t i z e n s  who have  pe r fo rmed  ac t s  o f  b r a v e r y  or 
o u t s t a n d i n g  s e r v i c e .  H e  is q u i c k  t o  g i v e  "honor  t o  whom honor  [ i s  d u e l "  
(Rom. 13:7). H i s  immediate p r e d e c e s s o r  i n  t h e  W h i t e  House  ( a  professed 
"born-again'* C h r i s t i a n )  d i d  n o t  do much of t h i s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e ,  
which moved o v e r  o u r  AP wire o n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 ,  1985,  g i v e s  a n o t h e r  i n s i g h t  
i n t o  Mr. R e a g a n ' s  character: 

" I ' m  a s u c k e r  for hero worsh ip , "  Ronald  Reagan o n c e  said. .  . . Most 
p o l i t i c i a n s  pay a t  l eas t  l i p  s e r v i c e  to  h e r o i c  b e h a v i o r ,  b u t  Rea- 
gan  h a s  sounded t h e  theme perhaps more i n s i s t e n t l y  t h a n  any  pres- 
i d e n t .  S i n c e  h i s  f i r s t  i n a u g u r a t i o n  i n  1981,  he  h a s  r e v i v e d  a 
program o f  p r e s i d e n t i a l  awards to  young Amer icans  for b r a v e r y  and 
s e r v i c e ;  twice used h i s  a n n u a l  S ta te  o f  t h e  Union message t o  Con- 
g r e s s  to  r e c o g n i z e  people he  called American heroes, [and he  
has] ... o v e r  and o v e r  a g a i n ,  p r a i s e d  " t h e  c o u n t l e s s  q u i e t ,  eve ry -  
day  heroes of American l i f e . "  

"The emphasis on heroes b e i n g  among u s  i n  e v e r y  d a y  l i f e  is  a con- 
s i s t e n t  p a r t  o f  h i s  p o p u l i s t  theme t h a t  t h e  people are b e t t e r  a t  
g o v e r n i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t h a n  t h e  government  is," s a y s  David R. 
Gergen,  former Whi te  House c h i e f  o f  communica t ions .  "Heroes t o  
him show what i n d i v i d u a l s  are capable o f  a c h i e v i n g . " . .  . 
When Ronald Reagan was growing up  i n  Dixon,  I l l . ,  i ts  main s t r e e t  
was spanned  by a reminder  of heroes--an arch b u i l t  f o r  a t r i u m -  
p h a n t  parade o f  r e t u r n i n g  World War I v e t e r a n s .  The young Reagan 
a lso found h e r o e s  on  t h e  p l a y i n g  f i e l d ,  o n  t h e  s tage and between 
t h e  c o v e r s  of books, H e  read Edgar R i c e  Bur roughs '  t a l e s  of Mar 
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t i a n  w a r l o r d  J o h n  Carter  and Haro ld  B e l l  W r i g h t ' s  " T h a t  P r i n t e r  
of U d e l l ' s , "  i n  which t h e  hero r ises  from p r i n t e r  to s u c c e s s f u l  
businessman to  member o f  Congres s  th rough  ha rd  w o r k  and C h r i s t i a n  
p r i n c i p l e s .  R e c a l l i n g  h i s  c h i l d h o o d  r e a d i n g  when h e  was 6 6  y e a r s  
o l d ,  Reagan s a i d ,  " T h e r e  were heroes who l i v e d  by s t a n d a r d s  of 
m o r a l i t y  and f a i r  p l a y . " .  . . 
Reagan t r i ed  h i s  hand a t  some heroic b e h a v i o r  o f  h i s  own e a r l y  
on. Beg inn ing  a t  a g e  15 ,  he  worked s e v e n  summers as a l i f e g u a r d  
a t  a c i t y  p a r k  o n  t h e  R o c k  R i v e r  and claims to  have  r e s c u e d  77 
people from possible  drowning. .  . . 
Reagan, who began h i s  a c t i n g  career i n  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  p l ayed  a v i l -  
l a i n  i n  h i s  second p r o d u c t i o n ,  a p l a y  c a l l e d  " C a p t a i n  A p p l e j a c k , "  
and s a id ,  "I l e a r n e d  t h a t  h e r o e s  are  more fun ."  H e  never  p l a y e d  
an  unsympa the t i c  character on  f i l m  u n t i l  h i s  l a s t  t h e a t r i c a l  mov- 
i e ,  "The Kil lers ,"  i n  which he p o r t r a y e d  a mobs te r .  H e  h a s  s a id  
many times t h a t  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  ro le  was a m i s t a k e .  

During World War 11, Reagan ' s  exp lo i t s  were c o n f i n e d  t o  a movie 
l o t ,  making morale and t r a i n i n g  f i l m s  f o r  t h e  armed s e r v i c e s .  " A  
g r e a t  many p e o p l e  t o  t h i s  day , "  he  wrote i n  1965,  " h a r b o r  a feel-  
i n g  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  of t h e  mot ion  p i c t u r e  u n i t  were somehow 
d r a f t  d o d g e r s  a v o i d i n g  d a n g e r .  T h e  Army d o e s n ' t  p l a y  t h a t  way." 
Reagan was c l a s s i f i e d  " l i m i t e d  s e r v i c e ' '  because  o f  poor e y e s i g h t  
and sa id  t h a t  h e  and o thers  i n  t h e  f i l m  u n i t s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
war e f f o r t  by making f i l m s  t h a t ,  among other t h i n g s ,  c u t  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  t i m e  f o r  a e r i a l  g u n n e r s  by s i x  w e e k s . . . .  

As p r e s i d e n t ,  Reagan ' s  penchan t  f o r  heroes becaine e v i d e n t  i n  h i s  
f i r s t  i n a u g u r a l  address on J a n .  2 0 ,  1981,  when h e  t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  
of X a r t i n  Treptow, a .small- town b a r b e r  who j o i n e d  t h e  Rainbow D i -  
v i s i o n  i n  World War I and was k i l l e d  a f t e r  w r i t i n g  i n  h i s  d i a r y  
t h a t  he  would "do my u t m o s t ,  as i f  t h e  issue of t h e  w h o l e  s t r u g g l e  
depended on m e  a l o n e . " .  . . 
On S e p t .  1 0 ,  1981, t h e  p r e s i d e n t  paid posthumous t r i b u t e  to  Gen. 
Douglas  MacArthur i n  a Pen tagon  ceremony, c a l l i n g  t h e  P a c i f i c  
commander i n  World War I1 a " f r o n t - l i n e  g e n e r a l  ... a wise s ta tes-  
man...an a u t h e n t i c  American hero." The v e r y  n e x t  day ,  Reagan 
p r e s e n t e d  medals  to  seven  young p e o p l e  selected by t h e  J u s t i c e  
Department  for o u t s t a n d i n g  acts of b r a v e r y  or s e r v i c e  to  o thers .  
Some of them had per formed t h e  d e e d s  as l o n g  b e f o r e  a s  1975 or 
1976, b u t  had n o t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  medals  because  former  P r e s i d e n t  
Jimmy Carter -- had n o t  c o n t i n u e d  - t h e  practice of p r e s e n t i n g  them, 
a l t h o u g h  t h e  program had been g o i n g  on s i n c e  1950. 

- 

Another i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  r emarkab le  c o n t r a s t s  between M r .  Reagan and Mr. 
Carter was t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  b o u n d l e s s ,  almost magne t i c  op t imism 
exuded by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  d u r i n g  h i s  most r e c e n t  S t a t e  of t h e  Union a d d r e s s ,  
and t h e  n a t i o n w i d e  te lecast ,  a b o u t  f i v e  y e a r s  ago,  by M r .  Car te r ,  i n  which 
h e  bemoaned what  he p e r c e i v e d  t o  be a s p r e a d i n g  " n a t i o n a l  malaise." 

--Gene H.  Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau  


