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FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

I ' m  v e r y  p l e a s e d  to  report t h a t  M r .  and M r s .  M a r k  Micke l son  have  become o u r  
newest a d d i t i o n s  to  t h e  U.S. f i e l d  m i n i s t r y .  M r .  Micke l son  w i l l  be moving 
from Pasadena ,  where h e  h a s  s e r v e d  for t h e  past f i v e  y e a r s  as Fleet  Manager, 
t o  h i s  new a s s i g n m e n t  as m i n i s t e r i a l  t r a i n e e  s e r v i n g  under  M r .  J e f f  McGowan 
i n  t h e  B o i s e ,  I d a h o  and B a k e r  and O n t a r i o ,  Oregon c h u r c h e s .  M r .  Micke l son  
g r a d u a t e d  from Ambassador C o l l e g e  i n  1978,  and h i s  w i f e ,  M i c h e l l e ,  g rad-  
ua ted  i n  1976. They were m a r r i e d  i n  1981. Bo th  are e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  
t h e i r  new r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and p l a n  to a r r i v e  i n  Boise i n  e a r l y  March. Mr. 
Dean May w i l l  assume t h e  t a s k  o f  Fleet  Manager. 

A s  P a s s o v e r  a p p r o a c h e s ,  a l l  c h u r c h  pastors s h o u l d  be p r e p a r i n g  t h e  b r e t h r e n  
for t h e  P a s s o v e r  s e r v i c e .  Many members are new and have  neve r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  a Passove r  s e r v i c e  b e f o r e .  They, as w e l l  as o t h e r  members, need to  b e g i n  
t h i n k i n g  s e r i o u s l y  a b o u t  t h e  upcoming s e r v i c e  and what it means. The Pass- 
ove r  is a solemn assembly.  Care and p r e p a r a t i o n  must  be t a k e n  t o  e n s u r e  
t h a t  it be kept so. Remind t h e  b r e t h r e n  a w e e k  or t w o  ahead of t i m e  t h a t  
t h e r e  s h o u l d  be no v i s i t i n g ,  t a l k i n g ,  l a u g h i n g ,  j o k i n g  or c o n v e r s a t i o n  be- 
f o r e  or a f t e r  t h e  s e r v i c e .  A f t e r w a r d ,  e v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  d e p a r t  q u i e t l y .  

I t  would be a d v i s a b l e  to  reread M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  material  on  t h e  P a s s o v e r  i n  
your b l a c k  ceremony b o o k  a few w e e k s  b e f o r e  P a s s o v e r  for o t h e r  p o i n t s  you 
may want to  g i v e  t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  for t h e  s e r v i c e .  

The q u e s t i o n  o f t e n  comes up a b o u t  whether  or n o t  c h i l d r e n ,  t e e n - a g e r s ,  
p r o s p e c t i v e  members or i n t e r e s t e d  unconver t ed  i n d i v i d u a l s  may a t t e n d  t h e  
Passove r  s e r v i c e .  M r .  Armstrong h a s  i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  o n l y  b a p t i z e d  members 
are to  a t t e n d  or par t ic ipate  i n  t h e  P a s s o v e r  s e r v i c e ,  which is a sacred 
ceremony for S p i r i t - b e g o t t e n  c h i l d r e n  of God. 

I n  t h e  w e e k s  immedia te ly  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  P a s s o v e r ,  a few s e r m o n e t t e s  and some 
sermons t h a t  c l e a r l y  cove r  t h e  meaning o f  t h e  foo twash ing  s e r v i c e ,  t h e  
b read  and t h e  wine s h o u l d  be a s s i g n e d .  God i n t e n d s  t h a t  w e  c a r e f u l l y  and 
t h o r o u g h l y  remind H i s  people a b o u t  t h e s e  i m p o r t a n t  s u b j e c t s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
e v e r y  y e a r .  W e  mus t  never  allow o u r s e l v e s  t o  fee l  t h a t  these topics have  
a l r e a d y  been cove red  enough,  or t h a t  it i s n ' t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  " r e h a s h  every-  
t h i n g  a g a i n  t h i s  year . "  

A s k  God f o r  i n t e r e s t i n g  and c r e a t i v e  ways t o  p r e s e n t  H i s  Word for t h e  maxi- 
mum c l a r i t y ,  impact and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  H i s  people. B u t  remember t h a t  God 
has  o r d a i n e d  t h a t  w e  keep H i s  f e a s t s  e v e r y  y e a r  t o  keep u s  i n  remembrance of 
H i s  p l a n .  Never a p o l o g i z e  f o r  g o i n g  back t o  t h e  basics, e s p e c i a l l y  when i t  
comes to  t h e  f e s t i v a l s .  T h e  Apost le  Peter c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  a p o l o g i z e  for 
h i s  r e p e t i t i o n  of  God ' s  t r u t h .  H e  s a i d ,  "I w i l l  n o t  be n e g l i g e n t  t o  remind 
you a lways  of t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  t h o u q h  you know them,  and are e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  
p r e s e n t  t r u t h .  Y e s ,  I t h i n k  it is r i g h t  ... t o  s t i r  you up by reminding  you" 
(I1 P e t .  1:12-13, RAV). I t h i n k  w e  a l l  r e a l i z e  t h a t  M r .  Armstrong does n o t  
a p o l o g i z e  f o r  c o n s t a n t l y  r e m i n d i n g ' u s  of  t h e  b a s i c s  of  God's  pu rpose  and 
p l a n .  W e  - a l l  need it! 
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On a n o t h e r  s u b j e c t ,  I a m  c o n s t a n t l y  reminded of t h e  t remendous  v a l u e  t h a t  
you wives a re  to  your  husbands '  m i n i s t r i e s .  W e  c a n  c e r t a i n l y  appreciate 
God's  v a s t  wisdom i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  m a r r i a g e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  f rom t h e  beg in -  
n i n g ,  and t h e  enormous b e n e f i t  and b l e s s i n g  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  c a n  be when 
God's  laws are kept.  

Your support of your  husbands  t h r o u g h  encouragemen t ,  t h o u g h t f u l  a d v i c e  and 
your example as C h r i s t i a n  wives ,  p l a y s  a p o w e r f u l  role i n  back ing  God 's  
Church as  a whole.  Thank you for your  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  sacr i f ice  your  t i m e  
for God's people, and even  to  s a c r i f i c e  t i m e  away from your husbands  when 
n e c e s s a r y .  You d o n ' t  have  a n  e a s y  c a l l i n g ,  and  o f t e n  it may seem q u i t e  d i f -  
f i c u l t  to  h a n d l e .  B u t  God is f a i t h f u l ,  and H e  "is n o t  u n j u s t  to  f o r g e t  your  
w o r k  and labor o f  l o v e , "  as we're t o l d  i n  Hebrews 6:lO. And i n d e e d ,  your  
labor of  l o v e  m a k e s  your  husbands '  m i n i s t r i e s  a l l  t h e  more e f f e c t i v e  and  
v a l u a b l e  t o  God and H i s  Church.  So t h a n k  you f o r  your  ongo ing  par t  i n  t h e  
c a l l i n g  G o d  h a s  g i v e n  e a c h  o f  you i n  t h e  work  of H i s  end-t ime Church! 

Recen t  O r d i n a t i o n  

During S a b b a t h  s e r v i c e s  on F e b r u a r y  2, M r .  R o l l a n d  W i l e ,  who s e r v e s  i n  t h e  
F r a n k l i n ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  was o r d a i n e d  a local c h u r c h  e l d e r .  
Hands were l a i d  on  M r .  W i l e  by c h u r c h  pastor M r .  B i l l  J a c o b s .  

I n t e r  na t i o n a l  N e w s  

From M r .  Ca rn  Catherwood 1984 proved  t o  be a v e r y  good y e a r  for growth  i n  
a l l  aspects of t h e  w o r k  o f  God ' s  Church i n  t h e  I t a l i a n  l anguage .  T h e  begin-  
n ing  of 1985 p o r t e n d s  e v e n  g r e a t e r  i n c r e a s e .  J a n u a r y  showed a h e a l t h y - i n -  
coming m a i l  f igure- -10 ,143 ,  one o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  months to  d a t e .  Responses  
t o  o u r  READER'S DIGEST ad have  topped  the.  hoped-for  1 1 , 0 0 0  m a r k ,  w i t h  pros- 
pects o f  a n o t h e r  t housand  or so r e s p o n s e s  s t i l l  to come. Our d i r e c t  mail 
v e n t u r e ,  though n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  m a i l e d ,  h a s  b r o u g h t  a respectable 4.0% re- 
t u r n  so f a r .  W e  are p l a n n i n g  f o r  a n  even  better r e s p o n s e  to f u r t h e r  direct  
m a i l i n g s  scheduled  for t h i s  y e a r .  The c i r c u l a t i o n  f i g u r e  f o r  L a  PURA 
VERITA'  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  75,541 by t h e  end o f  January- -a  74 .5% i n c r e a s e  
ove r  J a n u a r y  1984.  And o u r  donor  l ist  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  by 25% i n  J a n -  
uary!  

T h e  growth  of t h e  L a  PURA VERITA'  l i s t ,  as  w e l l  as  v a r i o u s  means of adve r -  
t i s i n g  now b e i n g  used ,  are hav ing  an  e f f e c t  i n  I t a l y .  God is moving more 
and more people to  become i n t e r e s t e d  and w e  are r e c e i v i n g  three t o  f o u r  
v i s i t  r e q u e s t s  e v e r y  week.  A v i s i t i n g  t o u r  i s  p l a n n e d  for t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  
of  F e b r u a r y  and a n o t h e r  f o r  A p r i l .  

T h e  small town of F i u g g i  i n  t h e  moun ta ins  n e a r  Rome w i l l  o n c e  a g a i n  be a 
s i te  f o r  t h e  F e a s t  o f  T a b e r n a c l e s .  Most o f  t h e  h o t e l s  used  l a s t  y e a r  have  
a g r e e d  to g i v e  u s  accommodat ions aga in - -a t  l a s t  y e a r ' s  prices! The  town 
c o u n c i l  and t h e  h o t e l i e r s  of F i u g g i  are v e r y  much l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  to  h a v i n g  
u s  back. F i u g g i  w i l l  h o s t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  700 F e a s t g o e r s  i n  1985. 

Mr. M i k e  Caputo ,  a Canad ian  c i t i z e n  who i m i g r a t e d  from I t a l y  a t  a g e  14, h a s  
r e t u r n e d  to  Ambassador C o l l e g e ,  t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y ,  a f t e r  hav ing  
s t u d i e d  a t  t h e  Pasadena  campus f o r  t w o  y e a r s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1973.  M r .  Capu to ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  L e o n i l d a  and t w o  c h i l d r e n ,  Anthony and J u l i e ,  a r r i v e d  
i n  Pasadena  i n  e a r l y  J a n u a r y  to  resume h i s  s t u d i e s  a t  Ambassador. If  a l l  
goes  w e l l ,  t h e y  w i l l  relocate to  Rome l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  where he  w i l l  be in -  
vo lved  i n  s e r v i c e  to  t h e  b r e t h r e n  and p r o s p e c t i v e  members. 
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From Mr. Peter Na than  1985 began a t  a steal ? pace f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  s e r v i n g  
N e w  Zea land  and t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c ,  w i t h  j u s t  under  5 ,000 items of mail re- 
c e i v e d  d u r i n g  J a n u a r y .  The major f a c t o r  a f f e c t i n g  incoming mail was re- 
sponse  t o  t h e  November s e m i a n n u a l  l e t t e r .  We've now r e c e i v e d  5,000 re- 
s p o n s e s  to  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  l e t t e r ,  a r e t u r n  of 13%. F i r s t  a c c o u n t  income 
r e c o r d e d  a good i n c r e a s e  of 11.1%. 

J a n u a r y  1 4 t h  saw t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  SEP camp o n  
Motutapu I s l a n d .  Some 122 campers and  72 s t a f f  e n j o y e d  f i n e ,  w a r m  wea the r  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  19-day camp. S i x  Ambassador C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  and  a n  I m -  
pe r i a l  S c h o o l s  f a c u l t y  member c o n t r i b u t e d  g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  camp. A f t e r w a r d s  
t h e y  e n j o y e d  a b r i e f  tour o f  N e w  Zea land .  

On J a n u a r y  1 7 t h  t rop ica l  c y c l o n e  E r i c  s t r u c k  a d e v a s t a t i n g  blow to  t h e  is- 
l a n d  n a t i o n s  o f  Vanuatu  and F i j i ,  l e a v i n g  25 dead  and 30,000 homeless. One 
Church f a m i l y  i n  F i j i  had t h e i r  home t o t a l l y  demol i shed  and blown away, and  
a n o t h e r  f a m i l y ' s  home was p a r t i a l l y  d e s t r o y e d .  I n  b o t h  cases, t h e  f a m i l i e s  
were l i v i n g  i n  company-owned houses .  I n  t h e  p a r t i a l l y  d e s t r o y e d  home, t h e  
walls c o l l a p s e d  i n  s u c h  a way t h a t  t h e y  c o v e r e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  of 
t h e  f a m i l y ,  s h i e l d i n g  them from t h e  f u r y  o f  t h e  winds and r a i n .  

Cyclone  E r i c  s t r u c k  on Thursday  n i g h t ,  and was known t o  be f o l l o w e d  by t w o  
others f e a r e d  to  be of even  s t r o n g e r  f o r c e .  T h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  Pasadena ,  
a l e r t ed  by o u r  F i j i a n  m i n i s t e r ,  M r .  Epe l i  Kanaimawi (who was on t h e  R e -  
f r e s h e r  a t  t h e  t i m e ) ,  and a lso t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  N e w  Zea land  were asked  t o  
p r a y  a b o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

T h e  E t e r n a l  heard t h o s e  p r a y e r s .  On S a t u r d a y  e v e n i n g ,  t h e  n e x t  c y c l o n e  h i t  
F i j i ,  b u t  w i t h  much less f o r c e  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t .  The t h i r d  c y c l o n e  s u d d e n l y  
d i s a p p e a r e d .  Our b r e t h r e n  i n  Tonga were a l so  protected by God. The cy- 
c l o n e s  were head ing  towards Tonga,  b u t  v e e r e d  away w i t h o u t  c a u s i n g  s i g n i f i -  
c a n t  damage. Auckland pastor M r .  Jack Crouche r  was immedia t e ly  d i s p a t c h e d  
t o  F i j i .  M r .  C rouche r  was able  to u s e  t h i r d  t i t h e  f u n d s  to  q u i c k l y  r e p l e n -  
i s h  t h e  suppl ies  of t h e  f e w  Church f a m i l i e s  who had s u f f e r e d  loss. 

The f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  is from o u r  o n l y  members i n  t h e  d e v a s t a t e d  n o r t h e r n  
p a r t  o f  Vanuatu .  I t  shows t h e  p o w e r f u l  p r o t e c t i o n  God a f f o r d e d  them. 

I ' m  happy to  s a y  w e  are  safe a g a i n  a f t e r  a h u r r i c a n e  h a s  p a s s e d  
t h r o u g h  S a n t o ,  and a l l  t h e  n o r t h e r n  pa r t  o f  Vanuatu .  I t  lasted 
for a b o u t  t h r e e  hour s . .  . . Most of t h e  o l d  people here had neve r  
s e e n  t h e  l i k e s  of i t  d u r i n g  t h e i r  lifetimes. On t h e  i s l a n d  of 
P e n t e c o s t  t h e  v i l l a g e s  los t  someth ing  l i k e  3 ,400  houses .  N e a r l y  
a l l  t h e  i s l a n d  people are w i t h o u t  h o u s e s  and a l l  t h e i r  g a r d e n s  
were wiped o u t .  The n o r t h e r n  par t  o f  Vanuatu  h a s  been  d e c l a r e d  a 
disaster  area. H e l p  w i t h  c l o t h i n g ,  f o o d  and h o u s i n g  has  been  ar- 
r i v i n g  h e r e  f rom t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  and  N e w  Zea land  governments .  
N e a r l y  a l l  t h e  houses  i n  S a n t o  Town l o s t  their  r o o f s  or were com- 
p l e t e l y  blown down--all a round us .  Only o u r  house  and o u r  pro- 
p e r t y  ( w h i c h  is s u r r o u n d e d  by a f e n c e )  were safe--even o u r  f r u i t  
t rees  were s a f e .  People keep on  a s k i n g  u s ,  "Why was your  area 
safe  from t h e  wind?" I t  made u s  know t h a t  w e  are t h e  o n l y  people 
under God's p r o t e c t i o n  here i n  S a n t o .  

W. & C.D.,  S a n t o ,  Vanuatu  
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During J a n u a r y ,  our B u s i n e s s  Manager B i l l  H u t c h i s o n  and I t r a v e l e d  t o  Pasa- 
dena f o r  t h e  R e g i o n a l  Directors Confe rence .  M r .  and Mrs. H u t c h i s o n  s t a y e d  
on a f t e r w a r d s  f o r  t h e  1 3 t h  s e s s i o n  of  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. 

The  c h a r t s ,  d i a g r a m s  and s t a t i s t i c a l  reports p r e p a r e d  for t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  
w i l l  be  of u s e  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  too, as a v i s i t  t o  N e w  Zea land  is p lanned  by 
Messrs. Don Mitchum and B i l l  More land ,  t w o  BBDO e x e c u t i v e s  from t h e  USA, 
a long  w i t h  Director of Media P u r c h a s i n g  M r .  David Hulme. Mee t ings  w i t h  o u r  
local a d v e r t i s i n g  agency ,  R i a l t o  L t d . ,  w i l l  s h a p e  ou r  media p l a n s  f o r  t h e  
res t  of t h e  y e a r .  

M r .  Gerald Waterhouse  w i l l  a l so  be a r r i v i n g  d u r i n g  F e b r u a r y  to t a k e  a t o u r  
of a l l  t h e  Churches  i n  N e w  Zea land ,  F i j i  and  Tonga. The b r e t h r e n  are v e r y  
much l o o k i n g  forward to  h e a r i n g  h i s  i n s p i r i n g  messages.  

W h i l e  M r .  Hulme and M r .  Waterhouse  are h e r e ,  I have  a r r a n g e d  f o r  a two-day 
R e g i o n a l  M i n i s t e r i a l  Confe rence  i n  l a t e  F e b r u a r y .  F e b r u a r y  i s  s h a p i n g  up 
to  be a v e r y  busy and e x c i t i n g  month! 

A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n q  Program I11 

Dear M r .  Armstrong:  

I a t t e n d e d  t h e  e l e v e n t h  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program i n  D e -  
cember, I r e t u r n e d  to t h e  c h u r c h e s  i n  my c h a r g e  f e e l i n g  re- 
f r e s h e d .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  members even  commented to  m e  t h a t  I 
looked  r e f r e s h e d .  

Having t h e  two w e e k s  t o  p u t  a l l  d u t i e s  a s i d e  and t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  
on t a k i n g  i n  s p i r i t u a l  knowledge is a boost t o  o n e ' s  morale, b u t  
a l so  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  is t h e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  other m i n i s t e r s .  T h i s  re- 
news t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  w e  are n o t  i n d i v i d u a l s  working a l o n e ,  
b u t  t h a t  w e  are a team. I a m  ab le  to  p r a y  more m e a n i n g f u l l y  for 
my fellow m i n i s t e r s  now. Thank you f o r  g i v i n g  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  program. 

C a r l t o n  and B e v e r l y  Smi th  

Dear Mr. Tkach: 

Dorothy  and I have  been r e v i e w i n g  our n o t e s  t a k e n  a t  t h e  1 0 t h  
s e s s i o n  of t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. W e  w i s h  to convey 
to  you ou r  h e a r t f e l t  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  t remendous amount of 
knowledge t h a t  was g i v e n  to  us .  The classes were a l l  o u t s t a n d -  
i n g .  The material was p r e s e n t e d  i n  a v e r y  b a l a n c e d  way. Bo th  of 
u s  feel  t h a t  it was t h e  most h e l p f u l  and e n j o y a b l e  R e f r e s h i n g  
Program w e  have a t t e n d e d .  Thanks  t o  you and e v e r y o n e  who worked 
so hard  to  m a k e  ou r  s t a y  so p l e a s a n t  and in ' fo rma t ive .  W e  are anx- 
i o u s l y  a w a i t i n g  t h e  f o u r t h  MRP. 

We a l so  want  to  thank  Mr. Armstrong and you for D r .  Hoeh ' s  v i s i t .  
I t  was a r ea l  boost f o r  t h e  c h u r c h e s  and o u r s e l v e s  p e r s o n a l l y .  
T h e  communicat ion between Headquarters and t h e  m i n i s t r y  h a s  been 
improving s t e a d i l y  ove r  t h e  y e a r s .  T h e  u n i t y  w e  are e n j o y i n g  now 
is  c e r t a i n l y  r e f r e s h i n g !  

The c o n g r e g a t i o n s  here i n  S o u t h  Texas  are s o l i d l y  beh ind  t h e  
Church o f  God and H i s  Apostle, M r .  Armstrong.  Our p r a y e r s  are 
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f o r  t h e  growth  of God 's  work  a c c o r d i n g  t o  H i s  w i l l ,  and  H i s  
b l e s s i n g  and p r o t e c t i o n  for M r .  Armst rong  and t h o s e  o f  you a t  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  who d i r e c t l y  assist him. Thank you p e r s o n a l l y  f o r  
a l l  t h e  w o r k  you d o  on  o u r  b e h a l f .  

Bob and Doro thy  Flores 

Comments From Monthly Church Reports 

From t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

WASHINGTON, PA--JOHN DOBRITCH: T h e  Church h a s  v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i -  
c a l l y  r e c e i v e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  from t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program r e g a r d i n g  
h e a l t h ,  e x e r c i s e  and n u t r i t i o n .  Some of t h e  long- t ime  members 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d n ' t  h e a r d  a sermon on  n u t r i t i o n  i n  many y e a r s .  
N e w  members were a s t o n i s h e d  t h a t  G o d  h a s  so much to  s a y  on  t h e  
s u b j e c t .  Most have t a k e n  it to  h e a r t  and have  begun t o  m a k e  
changes  i n  t h e i r  e a t i n g  h a b i t s .  

TUPELO, %--ROGER WEST: W e  had an  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  o u r  
newsstand program. One of o u r  men w a s  p u t t i n g  PTs i n  a s t a n d  a t  a 
t r u c k  s top  when a man beh ind  him asked  f o r  a PT. H e  t h e n  a sked  
how he c o u l d  g e t  a s t a n d  i n  h i s  store.  H e  a l so  had a f r i e n d  who 
owned a s to re  who would l i k e  a s t a n d .  T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  we 've 
been asked to  p u t  i n  s t a n d s !  

VICTORIA,  TX--DENNIS VAN DEVENTER: Everyone  is s t i l l  t + l k i n g  
about how g r e a t  t h e  F e a z e l l s '  v i s i t  was. The  members e n j o y e d  
mee t ing  them, t a l k i n g  to  them and h a v i n g  'a special  l u n c h  of 
" snacks"  f o r  them. Thank you v e r y  much f o r  s e n d i n g  them! 

YOUNGSTOWN, OH--LLOYD BRIGGIE:  Some p a r e n t s  are a l l o w i n g  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  to  set  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  a t  home. T h e r e  is a weakness  w i t h  
p a r e n t s  n o t  "drawing t h e  l i n e "  i n  a k i n d  b u t  s t r o n g  way. Some 
have  l e t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  " r u n  loose" and have  l e t  go  of t h e  r e i n s .  
I am t a k i n g  t h e  l i b e r t y  t o  h o l d  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  t h e  p a r e n t s  once  a 
month to  h e l p  them. A number o f  m o t h e r s  whose husbands  a r e n ' t  
c o n v e r t e d  and s i n g l e  p a r e n t s  who have  t o  work  are hav ing  a more 
d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  c o u n t e r i n g  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  wor ld .  Your  
p r a y e r s  for t h e  young people and p a r e n t s  are g r e a t l y  needed and 
appreciated . 

--Joe T k a c h ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

M u l t i p l e  Thousands  Reached Throuqh " G i f t  S u b s c r i p t i o n s "  

One o f ,  t h e  'major methods God is u s i n g  to  reach people w i t h  t h e  Gospel m e s -  
s a g e  is t h r o u g h  g i f t  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  t o  The PLAIN TRUTH. For example,  i n  1984 
267 ,000  subscr ibers  asked u s  to  send  t h e  PT t o  a f r i e n d  or r e l a t i v e .  

I n  order to  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  people w i s h  t o  r e c e i v e  a f u l l  y e a r ' s  s u b s c r i p -  
t i o n ,  w e  send  them a sample copy-- the special  5 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  e d i t i o n .  
T h i s  magazine c o n t a i n s  a r e p l y  card which  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c a n  r e t u r n .  

Over t h e  past  four y e a r s ,  more t h a n  3 0 , 0 0 0  who r e c e i v e d  a sample copy have  
subsc r ibed .  S e v e r a l  hundred  have  gone  on  to  become co-workers and d o n o r s ,  
and 48 are  now members. 
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Big Sandy WATS Experiences Sky-rocketins Growth! 

Our WATS operation in Big Sandy continues to expand, providing essential 
backup to Pasadena. Seventy-five operators are regularly on duty during 
heavy periods of incoming calls. Big Sandy now answers about 45% of all 
calls. With additional computer terminals now available, more than half of 
all the calls they receive are processed by "direct terminal entry" via 
computer line hookup to the Church's main computer in Pasadena. 

Without our Texas Telephone Response Department, we would be hard pressed 
to keep up with the ever-increasing response to "The WORLD TOMORROW." 
Since its inception, Big Sandy has taken over 200,000 calls--100,000 since 
the Feast. 

Letters of Appreciation for Ministerial Visits 

We continue to receive a growing number of visit requests. People who have 
been contacted by God's ministers often write to tell us how much they have 
been helped and encouraged. Not only are they impressed with the minis- 
ter's thorough knowledge of the Bible, but also with his genuine, heartfelt 
concern. For many, their first contact with God's ministers is an inspir- 
ing and unforgettable experience, as the following letters show: 

In light of Mr. Armstrong's "Personal" column in The GOOD NEWS 
where he made mention of ministers, we had brunch with one of 
your ministers. And I was (if I may use the word) impressed by 
his wide field of knowledge not only in the Bible, but the exten- 
sion of it into the fields of human endeavor and his attention to 
the principles of success. 

God created and desires us to succeed, yet we need to be taught, 
Here is a man, trained and dedicated to teaching us how to SUC- 
ceed in our lives, our marriages, our childrearing, our jobs; 
giving us the knowledge and counsel we need; helping us see where 
we are making our mistakes; spending his life to help us become 
obedient to God's laws. What a contrast to the "religious poli- 
ticians" who are like the government politicians but only in a 
different field. 

Having a true minister of the Living God near to call on is truly 
a great blessing and comfort; and to know he is continually im- 
proving himself by acquiring additional understanding and knowl- 
edge, which automatically makes him even more capable to help, is 
a continually increasing blessing. Thanks be to God for minis- 
ters of truth and knowledge, understanding and compassion. It 
was His idea and plan to send them, and we sure need them. 

B.Y. (Yakima, WA) 

I heard you for the first time on radio a long time ago. I then 
wrote and received some of your literature. For the first time I 
believed in God. A l l  these years and many experiences later, I 
have come to realize that it is not just enough to believe, but I 
must obey. I am now taking the Bible course, studying really 
hard, praying hard and often. 
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Last n i g h t ,  I a c t u a l l y  t a l k e d  ( v i a  phone)  to  a m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  
Worldwide Church o f  God. I a m  w a i t i n g  f o r  a v i s i t  i n  my home and 
a chance  t o  a t t e n d  one  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  Worldwide Church of 
God and wish  v e r y  soon  t o  be b a p t i z e d .  

So s i r ,  w i t h  tears i n  my e y e s  I a m  w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  to  s a y  
thank  you. Thank you so v e r y  much for obey ing  God so many y e a r s  
ago  and working to  g e t  t h i s  Gospel t o  a l l  t h e  world. 

M.A. ( M t .  A i r y ,  NC) 

My husband and I are p r o s p e c t i v e  members a t  t h e  t i m e  of w r i t i n g  
t h i s  l e t t e r ,  b u t  by t h e  t i m e  you r e c e i v e  it, w e  w i l l  have  been  
b a p t i z e d !  With o u r  baptism o n l y  a few d a y s  away, w e  f e l t  t h i s  a 
good t i m e  to  wri te  and e x p r e s s  o u r  d e e p  l o v e  and g r a t i t u d e  toward 
you for e v e r y t h i n g  w e  l e a r n e d  t h r o u g h  you. 

W e  hope Ambassador C o l l e g e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  e d u c a t e  s u c h  f i n e  
m i n i s t e r s  as t h e  o n e s  who have h e l p e d  and i n s t r u c t e d  u s  a l o n g  t h e  
way t o  o u r  baptism. 

M r .  & Mrs. J . C .  (Amsterdam, N Y )  

When I t a l k e d  w i t h  your  m i n i s t e r ,  I w a s  impressed  w i t h  much of 
what he  sa id .  T h e  most n o t i c e a b l e  t h i n g  was t h a t  h e  pressed m e  t o  
r ead  and s t u d y  my B i b l e  and compare it w i t h  your  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  
p rove  to  myse l f  whether  your  c h u r c h  r e a l l y  is G o d ' s  Church. H e  
a l so  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  I wait u n t i l  I had s t u d i e d  f u r t h e r  b e f o r e  I 
even  a t t e n d  my f i r s t  s e r v i c e ,  and s a i d  t h a t  I would n o t  be con- 
s i d e r e d  f o r  membership u n t i l  I had a t t e n d e d  f o r  a s u f f i c i e n t  
p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  to  be t r u l y  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h i s  was G o d ' s  t r u e  
Church and t h a t  I would be c o n v i n c e d  enough to  neve r  a g a i n  wish  
t o  change  c h u r c h e s .  

A s  someone who h a s  changed c h u r c h e s  f o u r  times i n  t h r e e  y e a r s  and 
been b a p t i z e d  i n t o  t w o  of  them, t h i s  w a s  a r e f r e s h i n g  approach .  
I n  t h e  p a s t ,  I ' v e  f e l t  t h a t  I was b e i n g  pushed  to  j o i n ,  t o  meet 
some m i n i s t e r ' s  q u o t a  o f  new members r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  l e d  i n t o  a 
c o n g r e g a t i o n  of b e l i e v e r s  w i t h  w h o m  I would wish  t o  rema in  for 
t h e  res t  of my l i f e .  Your m i n i s t e r  gave  m e  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  h e  
r e a l l y  cared. 

The a t t i t u d e  of " s t u d y  and w a i t  till y o u ' r e  s u r e "  is a much more 
c o m f o r t a b l e  and welcome one  t h a n  t h a t  o f  " h u r r y  up and j o i n . "  I t  
is a n  a t t i t u d e  I would e x p e c t  to f i n d  i n  t h e  t r u e  Church of God. 

C.H. (Salem, OR) 

- -Richard R i c e ,  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  


