
PASTOR GENERAL'S 
TO THE MINISTRY OF THE REPORT WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD 

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA NOVEMBER 9 ,  1 9 8 4  V O L . 6 ,  N0.43 

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

Year-end Tax  Review f o r  U.S. M i n i s t e r s  

W i t h  t h e  Feast  now o v e r ,  t h e  end  of t h e  y e a r  r a p i d l y  approaches. I t  i s  time 
to  s t a r t  p u t t i n g  your  t a x  records i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  t a x  r e t u r n  t h a t  you w i l l  
need  t o  f i l e  e a r l y  n e x t  y e a r .  

W e  want  to  remind you o f  a c o u p l e  o f  t h e  many items you need t o  c o n s i d e r  i n  
p r e p a r i n g  your  r e t u r n .  F i r s t ,  be  sure  to  r e v i e w  your  h o u s i n g  a l l o w a n c e  t o  
be c e r t a i n  t h a t  what you have  s e t  a s i d e  is t h e  appropriate  amount.  Any a- 
mount t h a t  h a s  been  set  a s i d e  and n o t  s p e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  must  be d e c l a r e d  
a s  income. On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  any  amount s p e n t  b u t  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  set  a s i d e  
c a n n o t  now be  d e d u c t e d .  I f  you f i n d  y o u r s e l f  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  you may 
want  to c o n s i d e r  f i l i n g  an  u p d a t e d  M i n i s t e r i a l  Hous ing  Al lowance  form. 

T h e  o t h e r  item you need t o  p l a n  f o r  is  your  e x p e n s e  r e c o r d s  for  b o t h  t h e  
mon th ly  m i n i s t e r i a l  and second  t i t h e  a l l o t m e n t s .  Any unused  a l l o t m e n t  
s h o u l d  be r e t u r n e d .  Please m a k e  separate  c h e c k s  f o r  s e c o n d  t i t h e  f u n d s  and  
for t h e  mon th ly  a l l o t m e n t .  

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  mon th ly  a l l o t m e n t ,  when your  a l l o t m e n t  c h e c k  is m a i l e d ,  i t  i s  
s e n t  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  p r o j e c t e d  e x p e n s e s .  A t  t h e  end  of  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  t o t a l  of 
a l l  a n o t m e n t  c h e c k s  w i l l  be  added  t o  your  W-2 form as  income. U n l e s s  you 
c a n  s u f f i c i e n t l y  j u s t i f y  t o  t h e  I R S  t h e  b u s i n e s s  e x p e n s e s  t h a t  match t h e  
e x p e n s e  a l l o t m e n t s  you r e c e i v e d ,  you w i l l  end up h a v i n g  t o  pay t a x  on  i t .  

The a l l o t m e n t  check  is to  b e  used  o n l y  f o r  Church  b u s i n e s s  e x p e n s e s .  I f  you 
have  r e c e i v e d  more e x p e n s e  money t h a n  you a c t u a l l y  s p e n t ,  you s h o u l d  r e t u r n  
t h e  excess to  t h e  Church.  I f  you f i n d  t h a t  your  a l l o t m e n t  h a s  exceeded  y o u r  
e x p e n s e  by a l a r g e  amount ,  you may need to  c o n s i d e r  r e d u c i n g  t h e  a l l o t m e n t .  
I f  you want to do t h i s ,  please i n c l u d e  a n o t e  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  w i t h  your  reim- 
bur semen t  check .  

W e  need to  r e c e i v e  any  r e imbursemen t  c h e c k s  b~ t h e  m i d d l e  of December i n  or- 
d e r  to c r e d i t  t h e  amount t o  your  W - 2  s t a t e m e n t .  I f  we d o n ' t  have  i t  by 
t h e n ,  w e  c a n ' t  b e  s u r e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p r o c e s s i n g  w i l l  g e t  done .  I f  i t  i s n ' t  
r e c e i v e d  i n  time, your  W-2 s t a t e m e n t  w i l l  n o t  r e f l e c t  t h e  r e t u r n e d  money, 
and you w i l l  have  t o  pay t a x  o n  t h a t  amount.  You w i l l  need to  estimate your  
e x p e n s e  n e e d s  f o r  t h e  res t  o f  t h e  y e a r  t o  know how much t o  r e t u r n .  

Comments From Monthly  Church  Reports 

From t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

TEXARKANA, TX--CHARLES BRYCE: W e  have  w i t n e s s e d  a d e f i n i t e  i m -  
p rovement  i n  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  YOU members r e c e n t l y .  I n  g e n e r a l  
t h e y  a re  becoming more r e s p o n s i v e  and r e s p o n s i b l e .  W e  a t t r i b u t e  
t h i s  a t  l e a s t  i n  pa r t  to  young o n e s  who have  been  " tu rned-on"  by 
t h e  YES program and a re  now a t  t h e  bo t tom end  o f  YOU. So w e  a r e  
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beginning to see in YOU some of the good fruits of YES. We hope 
the improvement is also due to the ministry's increased involve- 
ment in the YOU program. 

BISMARCK, ND--DAN CREED: Overall, the Church here is doing very 
well. One of the greatest pleasures of being in an area a number 
of years is to see the young people come along and be baptized. 
Many I am now counseling for baptism were just young teens when I 
first arrived in the area. 

MOBILE, AL--STEVEN MOODY: Our attendance has had a marked in- 
crease with new PMs beginning to attend. We have had an excel- 
lent response among the new contacts lately. Also, several grown 
children of members who had left the Church are now wanting to 
return. 

RALEIGH, NC--MIKE BOOZE: We have experienced several examples of 
God's miraculous intervention this month. One woman had a dark 
spot on her lung disappear after anointing. One of our PMs con- 
tracted hepatitis after donating blood. The case was severe 
enough that the doctor mentioned the possibility of death. After 
prayer, he was completely healed in two days. The doctor said, 
''1 don't know what you did, but if I ever get hepatitis, I'm going 
to call you and find out what it was!" These are only two cases. 
God has been very generous with us this month. 

--Joe Tkach, Ministerial Services 

YES UPDATE 

We regret that we were unable to make a necessary correction before the re- 
cent mailing of Lesson 1 of the Youth Bible Lessons. In Level 7, the first 
paragraph on page 6 should read: "one pair of all the unclean animals" came 
into the ark--not two pair. 

A l s o ,  because of the present cash flow situation, only Lessons 1 and 2 will 
be mailed prior to January 1985. Lessons 3 and 4 are tentatively scheduled 
for mailing in January. 

Thank you for your patience and loyal support of the Youth Bible Lesson pro- 
gram. 

--Kevin 0. Dean, YOU 

UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

MPC Reducing Mail Backlog 

Although a partial crew stayed in Pasadena to process the most urgent mail, 
we returned from the Feast to find nearly one-half million cards and 
letters waiting for us. Incoming mail since the Feast has also  remained 
heavy, and we are facing a sizable backlog. 

Our full work force is pitching in to help get caught up. The inventory of 
letters requiring personal answers is high, but visit requests are receiv- 
ing top priority and are up to date overall. Please understand that we may 
find an occasional visit request among some older routine mail. A s  always, 
your patience is appreciated. 
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Tremendous Growth  S i n c e  L a s t  Year's Feast  

T h e  y e a r  between t h e  1983  and 1984 Feasts  of T a b e r n a c l e s  b r o u g h t  encourag -  
i n g  growth and accompl ishment  for G o d ' s  Church.  Here a r e  just a few f i g u r e s  
c o v e r i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d :  

70.7 m i l l i o n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  were d i s t r i b u t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  25 m i l l i o n  PT 
s u b s c r i p t i o n  i s s u e s ,  22 m i l l i o n  newss tand  copies and 5 m i l l i o n  book- 
l e t s .  

0 Incoming mail soared to  4 . 7  m i l l i o n  pieces. This is e q u i v a l e n t  t o  
what God's Church of t h i s  era r e c e i v e d  i n  its first 28 y e a r s .  

0 WATS c a l l s  r e c e i v e d  totaled 723,338-- the h i g h e s t  number e v e r .  

0 N e w  B i b l e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  course e n r o l l m e n t s  reached 224,443.  

0 More t h a n  87,000 PT s u b s c r i b e r s  became "donors"  by making o n e  or t w o  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  Ano the r  23,873 became "co-workers" by 
g i v i n g  t w o  or more d o n a t i o n s  w i t h i n  a s ix-month period. 

We e x p e c t  new al l - t ime r e c o r d s  i n  most c a t e g o r i e s  by t h e  end o f  1 9 8 4 .  

Win te r  Semiannua l  Letter Be ing  S e n t  to  Four  M i l l i o n  P e o p l e  

The second  s e m i a n n u a l  l e t t e r  o f  1984 is  now b e i n g  mai led  to o v e r  2 . 3  m i l l i o n  
U . S .  s u b s c r i b e r s  and to 1.7 m i l l i o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  subscr ibers .  Pos t a l  Cen- 
ter employees  w i l l  be p u t t i n g  i n  60 h o u r s  a week for  two t o  three w e e k s  t o  
complete t h i s  g i g a n t i c  m a i l i n g .  

The  s e m i a n n u a l  l e t t e r  h a s  l o n g  been  t h e  number one  s o u r c e  of new co- 
workers. For example ,  t h i s  summer's s e m i a n n u a l  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  more t h a n  
h a l f  o f  a l l  new co-workers added to  t h e  f i l e  so f a r  t h i s  y e a r .  I t  is most 
i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  we f o l l o w  t h e  a d m o n i t i o n  of Mr. Armstrong t o  
p r a y  f e r v e n t l y  for a n  e x c e l l e n t  r e s p o n s e .  

H e  wrote i n  t h e  October member/co-worker l e t te r :  "I am s e n d i n g  ou t  a semi- 
a n n u a l  l e t t e r  t o  a l l  PLAIN TRUTH s u b s c r i b e r s .  PLEASE PRAY FERVENTLY and 
c o n t i n u a l l y  t h a t  God w i l l  PROSPER our b r e t h r e n  and Co-Workers, and also 
t h a t  h e  w i l l  p u t  it i n t o  t h e  minds and h e a r t s  of many of t h e  m i l l i o n s  who 
w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h i s  g e n e r a l  l e t t e r  t o  BECOME CO-WORKERS w i t h  you and m e  and  
C h r i s t  o u r  S a v i o r .  The  h a r v e s t  is p l e n t e o u s ,  b u t  t h e  l a b o r e r s  a r e  too few." 

What a Feast1 

A s  e x p e c t e d ,  t h i s  y e a r ' s  Feast was t r u l y  t h e  "best  F e a s t  e v e r "  a s  e v i d e n c e d  
by a number of l e t t e r s  we have  r e c e i v e d .  Members r e t u r n e d  home r e j u v e n a t -  
ed,  f i r e d  up and d e e p l y  i n s p i r e d  as  neve r  b e f o r e .  Some o f  t h e  major h igh-  
lights i n c l u d e d  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  p o w e r f u l  m e s s a g e s ,  moving sermons  by t h e  
other m i n i s t e r s  and o u t s t a n d i n g  f i l m s .  F o l l o w i n g  are some o f  t h e  comments 
r e c e i v e d  t o  date:  

W e  have  j u s t  a t t e n d e d  o u r  2 1 s t  Feast  and it was t h e  g r e a t e s t  
F e a s t  e v e r !  God j u s t  keeps b l e s s i n g  His people year a f t e r  y e a r .  
I t  seemed t h a t  e v e r y o n e  went t o  t h e  Feas t  w i t h  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  
t h i s  y e a r .  W e  saw o n l y  happy f a c e s ,  few c o m p l a i n t s  and v e r y  lit- 
t l e  s i c k n e s s .  
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W e  would l i k e  t o  e x t e n d  o u r  t h a n k s  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  you,  Mr. 
Arms t rong ,  and a l l  t h o s e  who were i n v o l v e d  i n  making t h i s  Feas t  
t h e  best e v e r .  W e  a r e  a l r e a d y  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a n o t h e r  g r e a t  
F e a s t  i n  1985. 

Mr. & Mrs. M.P. (High P o i n t ,  NC) 

I t  seems e a c h  y e a r  t h e  Feas t  is  more w o n d e r f u l  and t h i s  y e a r  cer-  
t a i n l y  was no e x c e p t i o n .  People seemed so f r i e n d l y ,  t h e  s c e n e r y  
was a s p l e n d o r  t o  b e h o l d ,  and t h e  w e a t h e r  c o u l d  n o t  have  been  
more b e a u t i f u l .  E v e r y t h i n g  seemed to  go  so s m o o t h l y ,  t h a n k s  t o  
t h e  p l a n n i n g  and c o o p e r a t i o n  of  e v e r y o n e .  T h i s  t r u l y  was t h e  
b e s t  and most w o n d e r f u l  Feast  I h a v e  e v e r  e n j o y e d .  I t h a n k  you 
and p r a y  f o r  your  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  a l w a y s .  

T.A. (Moscow, P A )  

I j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f rom a f a n t a s t i c  F e a s t  i n  Hawaii ,  and  mus t  s a y  
I ' v e  n e v e r  f e l t  so s p i r i t u a l l y  f u l l !  E v e r y  s i n g l e  message ,  i n -  
c l u d i n g  t h e  o f f e r t o r i e s ,  was so e n l i g h t e n i n g  t h a t  I f e l t  l i k e  I 
was a new babe  i n  C h r i s t ,  t r y i n g  t o  g o b b l e  i t  a l l  up. E v e r y  ser-  
mon g a v e  new a s p e c t s - - a f t e r  1 9  y e a r s ,  you would t h i n k  I ' d  h a v e  
h e a r d  i t  a l l .  The whole  c o n g r e g a t i o n  was m u s i c a l l y  r e s p o n s i v e  
a l s o .  F i f t e e n  hundred  sounded l i k e  1 5 , 0 0 0  happy v o i c e s ,  p r a i s i n g  
our g r e a t  and l o v i n g  F a t h e r .  Thank you f o r  your  messages, for 
t h e  "Behind t h e  Work" f i l m ,  and f o r  s h a r i n g  y o u r s e l f  w i t h  u s  i n  
"The  Young Ambassadors"  f i l m .  

S . W .  ( D u l u t h ,  MN) 

I wanted t o  t h a n k  you f o r  t h e  v e r y  b a s i c ,  t r u n k  o f  t h e  t r ee  mes- 
s a g e s  t h a t  you g a v e  u s  t h i s  y e a r  a t  t h e  F e a s t .  Your o p e n i n g  mes- 
s a g e  w i t h o u t  n o t e s  was v e r y  i n s p i r i n g .  Knowing t h a t  you d i d  n o t  
have  notes t o  r e l y  on  t o  keep  t rack of  what  you were p l a n n i n g  to  
s a y  n e x t ,  made i t  v e r y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  God was i n s p i r i n g  you t o  s a y  
what  w e  needed  t o  h e a r  t h e  most. 

N.W. (Goleta, CA) 

I have  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  home from t h e  F e a s t  i n  N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a .  
T h i s  is my f i r s t  y e a r  a s  a co-worker and  my f i r s t  F e a s t .  I was 
e x t r e m e l y  b l e s s e d  b e c a u s e  my b r o t h e r  and  h i s  f a m i l y  took m e  w i t h  
them a s  o n e  o f  t h e i r s .  I have  j u s t  been  r e c e n t l y  s e p a r a t e d .  My 
husband is f i l i n g  f o r  a d i v o r c e ,  so you know how much i t  meant  t o  
m e  t o  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e i r  f a m i l y .  I l e f t  P e n n s y l v a n i a  w i t h  a 
h a n d f u l  o f  b r e t h r e n  and r e t u r n e d  w i t h  t h o u s a n d s  i n  my h e a r t .  

A.R. (PA) 

I would l i k e  t o  t h a n k  you and God f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  Feas t s  of 
Tabernacles I h a v e  e v e r  had.  I h a v e  a t t e n d e d  God ' s  Church  s i n c e  
I was e i g h t .  B e c a u s e  my f a t h e r  d o e s  n o t  a t t e n d ,  I was u n a b l e  t o  
a t t e n d  t h e  F e a s t  t i l l  I had g r a d u a t e d  f rom h i g h  s c h o o l  and  c o u l d  
w o r k  and  s a v e  my t i t h e .  I n e v e r  knew how much I m i s s e d  u n t i l  t h a t  
F e a s t .  I am now m a r r i e d  and have  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  who e a c h  y e a r  
look f o r w a r d  g r e a t l y  t o  God's F e a s t  d a y s .  

T h i s  y e a r ' s  F e a s t  seemed t o  be  a n  e x t r a  spec ia l  b l e s s i n g .  I have  
n o t  f e l t  so much l o v e  and u n i t y  a t  one  place e v e r .  I t r u l y  f e l t  
l i k e  it was a l a r g e  f a m i l y  g a t h e r i n g .  Your two m e s s a g e s  on  f i l m  
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were v e r y  g r e a t l y  i n s p i r i n g  and your  l i v e  message on  t h e  f i r s t  
d a y  g a v e  m e  t h e  d e s i r e  to  keep g o i n g .  

V.C. ( O r l a n d o ,  FL) 

W e  had a v e r y  wonder fu l  Feast  a t  B i l o x i ,  M i s s i s s i p p i .  I'll b e  
l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  to  n e x t  y e a r ' s  F e a s t  a l l  d u r i n g  n e x t  y e a r .  I ' v e  
found o u t  t h a t  t h e  more one  s e r v e s  a t  t h e  Feas t ,  t h e  more one  g e t s  
o u t  of t h i s  spec ia l  time. I f e e l  more a p a r t  o f  t h e  Church  when I 
c a n  s e r v e .  Thank you so much f o r  p o i n t i n g  t h e  t r u t h  o u t  t o  u s  and  
w h a t  t h i s  v e r y  special  time r e p r e s e n t s .  

D.G.  ( C o t t o n d a l e ,  FL)  

- -Richard Rice, Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

THE REAGAN LANDSLIDE; "SUPERTERRORISM;" THE SOVIETS 
CHALLENGE THE PRESIDENT; CAMPAIGN HUMOR 

On November 6, P r e s i d e n t  Ronald Reagan swep t  to  t h e  l a n d s l i d e  t h a t  n e a r l y  
a l l  t h e  p o l l s t e r s  p r e d i c t e d  was coming. H e  c a p t u r e d  n e a r l y  60% o f  t h e  popu- 
l a r  votlz and a r e c o r d  h i g h  number of  e l ec to ra l  v o t e s ,  525. Mr. R e a g a n ' s  
v i c t o r y  was u n u s u a l l y  broad-based:  t h e  major i t ies  o f  young people, t h e  e l d -  
e r l y  ( s u p p o s e d l y  f r i g h t e n e d  by c u t s  i n  social  s p e n d i n g ) ,  f a r m e r s ,  women 
(what  gende r  g a p ? ) ,  C a t h o l i c s  ( o n c e  s o l i d l y  Democratic), and P r o t e s t a n t s .  

H i s p a n i c  v o t e r s ,  a s o - c a l l e d  " i n t e r e s t  g roup"  h e a v i l y  courted by t h e  
Democratic P a r t y ,  n e a r l y  went f o r  Mr. Reagan as w e l l .  They gave  him 47% of 
t h e i r  v o t e s ,  up from 22% i n  1980. The P r e s i d e n t  c a r r i e d  e v e r y  income g r o u p  
down t o  $10,000--and n e a r l y  took t h e  $5,000 t o  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  b r a c k e t .  

Democratic c h a l l e n g e r  Walter Mondale was s i m p l y  u n a b l e  t o  c o u n t e r  t h e  t i d e  
of  economic wel l -bei .ng i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  H e  was l e f t  w i t h  b i g  major i t ies  o n l y  
among b l a c k ,  J e w i s h  ( w o r r i e d  o v e r  t h e  " r e l i g i o u s  r i g h t " ) ,  f e m i n i s t ,  j o b l e s s  
and lowest income g roups .  H i s  campaign promise t o  r a i se  taxes  ( t o  r e d u c e  
t h e  huge d e f i c i t )  went  o v e r  l i k e  t h e  p r o v e r b i a l  l e a d  b a l l o o n .  

Mr. R e a g a n ' s  " c o a t t a i l s " - - t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  sweep your  p a r t y ' s  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  
c a n d i d a t e s  a l o n g  w i t h  you--were n o t  as  l o n g  as  h e  had hoped; o n l y  a n e t  g a i n  
of s i x t e e n  i n  t h e  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  (a  race or two s t i l l  u n d e c i d e d ) ,  
w i t h  a n  ac tua l  loss o f  two i n  t h e  1 0 0 - s e a t  S e n a t e .  One major r e a s o n  for t h e  
c o n t i n u e d  good showing o f  t h e  Democratic P a r t y  i n  t h e  House is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
Democratic c a n d i d a t e s  worked f e v e r i s h l y  i n  t h e i r  own campaigns  t o  d i s t a n c e  
t h e m s e l v e s  f rom t h e  n a t i o n a l  t i c k e t  t h a t  t h e y  knew was doomed. T h e i r  
s t r a t e g y  was to stress local  i s s u e s  w h i l e  s a y i n g  "Walter who?" The WALL 
STREET JOURNAL, o n  November 8, a n a l y z e d  t h e  Democratic dilemma a s  f o l l o w s :  

The  f a c t  is, t h e r e  are t w o  Democratic p a r t i e s .  The o n e  t h a t  r u n s  
c a n d i d a t e s  for p r e s i d e n t  is i n  d e e p  t r o u b l e .  The o t h e r  o n e ,  t h e -  
o n e  t h a t  r u n s  people f o r  t h e  S e n a t e  and t h e  House and f o r  almost 
e v e r y  o t h e r  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  l a n d ,  is r e a s o n a b l y  h e a l t h y .  What t h e  
Democrats have to  d o  is f i g u r e  o u t  how t h e y  c a n  c h o o s e  a presi- 
d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  who can d o  more t h a n  carry h i s  home s t a t e  and 
t h e  Dis t r ic t  o f  Columbia.  

T h i s  w o n ' t  b e  e a s y ,  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p a r t y  h a s  become t h e  c i t a d e l  o f  r a d i c a l  
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and i s s u e s ,  o u t  o f  s y n c  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  
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American people. Conservative Democrat author Ben Wattenberg explained 
this phenomenon very clearly in the November 8 LOS ANGELES TIMES, in an 
article entitled "Mugged, B u t  Still Clutching Their 'Issues'": 

The Democratic presidential disaster brings to mind a harsh, 
apocryphal but relevant story. A liberal clergyman in a big city 
was mugged. He had always believed that there were no bad boys, 
only bad societies. He sermonized against any hint of police 
brutality. He favored civilian police-review boards. He said 
that "law and order" was code for racism. 

As chance would have it, the clergyman was scheduled to speak to 
a group of elderly citizens a few days after he was mugged. He 
searched his soul to find meaning in his traumatic experience. 
When he mounted the podium to address the elderly crowd, he said 
roughly this: "I have gone through a great personal trauma. I 
have thought again about my views on crime. And despite the 
harsh and ugly act of violence unleashed upon me, I still believe 
in my liberal principles." There was dead silence in the hall. 
Then an old lady in the rear cleared her throat and rumbled "Mug 
him again." 

The Democratic party got mugged Tuesday .... Like the mugged lib- 
eral clergyman, the Democrats are thinking things over. Already 
we can hear the response from some Democrats from the left side 
of the spectrum. It was, they say, a personal victory for Ronald 
Reagan. He's so amiable. Walter Mondale wasn't a good candi- 
date, they tell us. Young people are too selfish these days, 
that's what did it. It was Geraldine Ferraro's finances that 
tripped us up. Reagan tricked us; he never came up with a plan. 
They outspent us; it was unfair. Accidents, tricks, personal 
popularitp--everything but substance. 
Strange. This is the message now brought to us by the folks on 
the far-out left who earlier told us that it was substance that 
was in the saddle. They said that the nuclear-freeze movement 
would freeze Reagan. They said that the gender gap would sink 
the sexists. They s a i d  that a t i d a l  wave of black registration 
would establish the agenda of the Rainbow Coalition and carry the 
South. They said that Central America was another Vietnam.... 

These are the folks who believe that the Civil Rights Commission 
must be the exclusive province of the quotamongers .... They had 
no problems with establishing homosexual quotas in the Democratic 
National Committee. After all, they apparently believe, Demo- 
crats can always get the votes of people concerned with tradi- 
tional values by waving plastic flags at the national convention. 

Now the left tells us that it was only because of an accident of 
personalism that it lost. It incants -- its new slogan: The People 
Really Agreed ---- With Us on thrIssues. There is just enough truth 
in that for it to be thoroughly deceptive. In national politics 
"issues" are subservient to "principles," and the voters SUP- 
ported Reagan's principles: strength, traditional values, merit 
- and initiative.... 



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, NOVEMBER 9 ,  1984 PAGE 7 

Because t h e y  now m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e y  lost o n l y  by a c c i d e n t ,  t h e  
l e f t - l i b e r a l s  w i l l  i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e  Democrats do i t  o n c e  more 
t h e i r  way, and w i t h  f e e l i n g . , . .  I t  is p l a u s i b l e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
t h e  l e f t  w i l l  p r e v a i l  once  a g a i n  i n  p a r t y  ru le -making  com- 
m i s s i o n s . . . .  I t  may t r iumph  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  ba t t l e s . . . .  

What is i m p l a u s i b l e  is  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  l e f t  w i l l  e v e r  win a 
n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n  w i t h  i ts  c u r r e n t  v i e w p o i n t .  T h a t  is too bad, 
for i t  robs t h e  r e s t  of t h e  R e p u b l i c  of t h e  s e r v i c e s  of t h e  
n a t i o n a l  Democratic P a r t y ,  wh ich  was o n c e  a g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  
e n g i n e  f o r  s e n s i b l e  p r o g r e s s  i n  America. I f  t h e  a c t i v i s t s  of t h e  
l e f t  succeed i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  image of  t h e  p a r t y  a g a i n ,  t h e  v o t e r s  
w i l l  m e r e l y  s h r u g  and s a y ,  "Mug h i m  a g a i n . "  

One of t h e  most s u c c i n c t  p o i n t s  was made by George  F. W i l l ,  who is now a 
p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  a n a l y s t  f o r  ABC. H e  p a s s e d  a l o n g  a comment made by t h e  
f a t h e r  o f  a young man he  was a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h .  Sa id  t h e  older gent leman:  
"The  Democratic P a r t y  made m e  a middle-class American.  The  R e p u b l i c a n  
P a r t y  w i l l  keep me t h a t  way." 

W i t h  overwhelming p u b l i c  c o n f i d e n c e ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  embarks upon a new four 
y e a r s  i n  o f f i c e .  B u t  h e  h a s  h i s  enemies  too, and some of them, outside t h e  
c o u n t r y  a t  l e a s t ,  are  b i t t e r l y  h o s t i l e  to  him. Here is a c h i l l i n g  d i s p a t c h  
from B e i r u t ,  Lebanon t h a t  moved across o u r  UP1 wire o n  November 5 :  

T h e  g r o u p  t h a t  claimed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t h e  s u i c i d e  bombings of 
U.S. f a c i l i t i e s  i n  Lebanon h a s  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  l i f e  of P r e s i d e n t  
Reagan and warned t h e  Lebanese  c a b i n e t  a g a i n s t  h o l d i n g  t a l k s  w i t h  
I s r a e l  o n  a troop p u l l o u t .  -- w e  a re  u n a b l e  &g p r e v e n t  y o u r  r e - e l e c t i o n ,  9 w i l l  f o r  c e r t a i n  

r e v e n t  you f rom c o n t i n u i n g  y o u r  second  - -  term i n  o f f i c e , "  a 
tpokesman for t h e  p r o - I r a n i a n  Islamic J i h a d ,  or Holy  War, said.  

"Let it & known, you Reagan,  t h a t  

T h e  t h r e a t  s o u n d s  extreme--but  t h e n  c o n s i d e r  t h e  nar row b r u s h  w i t h  d e a t h  
t h a t  P r ime  M i n i s t e r  M a r g a r e t  T h a t c h e r  had r e c e n t l y .  One c a n n o t  even  d i s -  
m i s s  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  of a m e d i u m  r a n g e  missile a t t ack .  After  a l l ,  we are  
e n t e r i n g  t h e  age, wr i t e s  W i l l i a m  S a f i r e ,  o f  " s u p e r t e r r o r i s m . "  H e  a n a l y z e d  
t h i s  i n  h i s  October 15, 1984 NEW YORK TIMES column e n t i t l e d  " B o l t  From t h e  
Blue" :  

E i g h t e e n  months ago, i n  t h e  i n f o r m a l  t a l k s  a f t e r  a n u c l e a r  arms 
c o n t r o l  s e s s i o n ,  a R u s s i a n  n e g o t i a t o r  s a id  c a s u a l l y  t o  o n e  of  h i s  
American c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  "What i f  Qaddaf i  g o t  t h e  Bomb?"  I n  re- 
s p o n s e ,  t h e  American m e r e l y  winced--such a p r o s p e c t  is  one  t h a t  
a l l  of u s  h a t e  t o  face - -bu t  he  d u l y  n o t e d  t h e  R u s s i a n ' s  c o n c e r n  
a b o u t  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a n u c l e a r  d e v i c e  by a t e r r o r i s t  s t a t e .  

Today,  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  e s c a l a t i o n  o f  terror tact ics  a g a i n s t  t h e  
U . S . ,  by f a n a t i c s  i n  t h e  Middle  E a s t ,  is t h e  most s e r i o u s  
campaign issue raised by t h e  Democratic c a n d i d a t e  a g a i n s t  Mr. 
Reagan. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  close c a l l  endured  by M a r g a r e t  
T h a t c h e r  and h e r  C a b i n e t  a t  t h e  h a n d s  of  I .R.A.  bombers h a s  
d r i v e n  home t o  Europeans  t h e  r i s i n g  th rea t  of terrorism. 

Project t h i s  t h r e a t  ahead  f i v e  or t e n  y e a r s .  After w e  f i gu re  o u t  
a way t o  s t o p  t r u c k s  and h a n d - d e l i v e r e d  bombs, we must  e x p e c t  t h e  
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terrorists improve their delivery systems. A West German com- 
pany has already delivered the components of a medium-range mis 
sile to the Libyans; only the most cockeyed optimists think that 
terror states will not be able to buy intercontinental missiles 
on the secret arms market by 1990. Loqic suggests that, sooner 
- or later, the terrorists' bombs -- will be nuclear.... Unrest as- 
sured that Colonel Qaddafi--or the successor to the dying Ayatol- 
lah, or perhaps some paranoid Sandinista--will one day possess 
both an atomic bomb and a missile that can take it across the 
ocean. 

In some future extremis, a terror-state leader will tell Washing- 
ton or Moscow that unless some concession is made, a world capi- 
tal will be destroyed. Retaliation would mean nothing to a sui- 
cidal bomber; he could not be deterred in any way short of sur- 
render to his demands, What could civilized leaders, in their 
muscle-bound helplessness, do to a canny madman who welcomes mu- 
tual assured destruction? 

We are running away from that question, finding security in our 
old thinking that the threat is from a rational superpower and 
the greatest worry is an escalation of a conventional war. But 
consider the unthinkable: World -- War I11 may not & the Soviet 
Union versus the Free World, but terrorism civilization. 

The only serious suggestion put forward so far is that plan so 
glibly derided and dismissed by scientific doubters and the 
frozen arms-control establishment as "Star Wars," and so hastily 
written off by Walter Mondale as "militarizing the heavens." The 
derogating knee-jerkers live with today's threat, with which they 
are comfortable, but refuse to deal with tomorrow's threat, which 
is looming larger. That threat & from superterrorism, armed 
with atomic missiles in a defenseless world. At the least, 
superterrorism will be able to hold millions hostage to one bolt 
from the blue, and, at the most, be able to trigger accidental or 
mistaken war between superpowers. 

Space defense would make it possible for the superpowers--the 
world's nuclear police--to detect a missile in its booster phase 
and shoot it down before it destroyed a city. If an M.P. in the 
sky is "militarization of the heavens," make the most of it: Sup- 
port your celestial sheriff.. . . Ronald Reagan's offer to share 
space-defense technology is the most daring peace proposal made 
by an American President. 

It is almost axiomatic that the Soviets will test any new U.S. president. 
Even though Mr. Reagan is a returning incumbent, it is perhaps not coinci- 
dental that the Soviets have chosen the time of the election to ship highly 
inflammatory military hardware to Nicaragua. New attack helicopters (to 
fight off the contras) arrived a few days ago. Now, as we go to press, a 
Soviet freighter may be unloading advanced MiG fighters at the port of 
Corinto. Washington has warned Managua that such equipment is "unaccept- 
able," totally unnecessary for Nicaragua's own defense, and is, in its 
view, intended only to extend a threatening military reach toward Nicara- 
gua's neighbors. Thus, a showdown may be near, perhaps by next week. 
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How do the Soviets assess America's position in the world? Here are ex- 
cerpts from an article entitled "The Bear May See Its Way Past Winter," 
written by Harry Gelman, a senior staff member of the Rand Corporation. It 
appeared in the November 7, 1984 WALL STREET JOURNAL: 

One can cite ... underlying U . S .  vulnerabilities that partially 
offset Soviet problems .... First, there -- is the continued growth - of fissures between Western Europe --- and the U.S.--? lonq-term 
trend that has not been halted 12y the start of Pershinq and 
cruise missiles' deployment in Europe last year. Among the many 
manifestations of this trend are the drift to the left of the 
British Labor Party and the German Social Democrats, ... the near- 
indifference of many Europeans to Soviet behavior in the Third 
World, and now the growing European anger and resentment over 
American plans for space defense. 

Second, despite the obviously grave Soviet concern about U.S. 
weapons programs and about the U . S .  technological advantage, many 
in Moscow may still see grounds to hope that Mr. Reagan has bit- 
ten off considerably more than he can chew. Some of his pro- 
grams--such as MX, the B-1, and space defense--clearly lack a 
broad consensus and remain vulnerable to adverse political cur- 
rents [ and l the huge U.S. budget deficits.. . . 
Finally, and most fundamentally, despite the obvious resurgence 
of American patriotism,. . .the Soviet leaders have reason to as- 
sume that the successive wounds inflicted on the U . S .  by history 
have still not healed completely. Three consecutive catastrophes 
--the murder of President Kennedy, the Vietnam tragedy, and the 
Watergate melodrama--have left a lasting residue of damage to the 
American policy consensus. Fresh causes of internal division 
caused by foreign events--under Jimmy Carter, Iran, and under 
Ronald Reagan, Nicaragua and El Salvador--have seemed to emerge 
periodically to tear at the scab. 

The Soviets probably also sense that.. .s large minority the - U . S .  apparently continues believe that much of the American 
b n t a l l y T l m i m a t e .  This semi-permanent estrangement of 
the left has sometimes been matched, in recent years, by an 
arrogant tendency toward self-isolation on the part of the right. 

Despite America's great military strength and the scope of its 
military buildup,. . .Soviet skepticism on the will to defend U . S .  
interests 1 has probably not been eliminated ... by the U . S .  
participation in a brief and easy multilateral intervention in 
Grenada. 

osition & the world against which the Soviet Union presses 
1- 

Hence, the Soviets may have guessed that now was the time to put Mr. Reagan 
to the test. 

Election Madness--and Hilarity 

Those of you living outside the United States can probably not appreciate 
the great relief felt now in America that the long-drawn-out campaign is 
over. The bad news is that the 1988 election "campaign" is now underway. 
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There is already considerable speculation as to who the next candidates 
might be. One journalist thought that Governor Mario Cuomo of New York (un- 
like Mondale, an excellent public speaker--style, not substance, that is) 
would be a good Democratic choice, pitted against California Governor 
George Deukmejian. Incredibly, some journalists are already calling Mr. 
Reagan a "lame duck president." 

The election proceedings brought forth one interesting phenomenon--the at- 
tractiveness of Mr. Reagan to young voters, even the college crowd. Be- 
lieve it or not, there is now a Young Republicans chapter at the University 
of California, Berkeley, site of so much radicalism in the 1960s. Some 
young people are even dropping out of college to go into business, becoming 
their own entrepreneurs. Why waste time in college, when the business cli- 
mate is so good? NBC news one night profiled the meteoric rise of one 24-  
year-old college dropout who is now a supermillionaire. 

The other day a cartoon showed a driver of a Mercedes plastered with "Rea- 
gan-Bush" and "America: Love It or Leave It" slogans, conversing with a mo- 
torist next to him, who was driving a battered W bus, sporting "Mondale" 
and "NO Nukes" stickers. 

The first driver said: "I swear I'll never understand your generation. 
You're more worried about peace, justice and equality than you are with 
making a buck." 

"Lay off me, will ya," came the reply, to which the first driver responded: 
"Okay, see ya later, Dad." 

During the campaign, Mr. Reagan took many unjustified jabs for his alleged 
tilt toward the rich. One of the best lines was his supposed definition of 
the "truly needy"--anybody who has to wash his own Mercedes. On the other 
side, Mr. Mondale was often criticized for his dullness. (The day after his 
defeat, Mr. Mondale confessed: "I've never really warmed up to televi- 
sion.") On his lack of charisma, the September 21 NATIONAL REVIEW remarked 
that "the wags say he can't even get automatic doors to open when he walks 
up to them." Even his running mate, Geraldine Ferraro, when asked what 
should be done in the next election, candidly replied that it would prob- 
ably be necessary to project a better television image. Speaking of run- 
ning mates, Republican Senator Paul Laxalt reportedly remarked that Mondale 
had picked a better running mate than Jimmy Carter had in 1976. 

One can't help wondering how long the supposed conservative and patriotic 
"tide" will last. Very likely not beyond the next recession or the next 
real war. One final thought to consider. The large voter registration 
drive among blacks in the southern states failed to amount to much on Novem- 
ber 6. Many new registrants, turned off because Jesse Jackson was not on 
the ticket, simply did not vote. On the other hand, nervous whites turned 
out heavily (89% of white Alabamans voted for Reagan). The result is an 
even greater racial cleavage. 

The ones who really turned out the voters were the Moral Majority religious 
fundamentalists. The movement's leader, Jerry Falwell, even proclaimed a 
fast prior to the election so that candidates supporting "Christian" views 
would win. He set his fast from sundown Sunday November 4 to sundown Novem- 
ber 5--a "true biblical fast" he explained, although he said those fasting 
could partake of liquids. One can't help reflect on Isaiah 58 in this re- 
gard. "Is it a fast that I have chosen?" God asks (verse 5 ) .  

--Gene H. Hogberg, News Bureau 


