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PASTOR GENERAL'S 
TO THE MINISTRY OF THE REPORT WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD 

VOL.5, N 0 . 1 8  PASADENA, CALIFORNIA MAY 6, 1983 

REPORT FROM THE TREASURER'S OFFICE 
May 5,  1983  

W e  now h a v e  t h e  income and e x p e n s e  f i g u r e s  t h r o u g h  A p r i l .  T h i s ,  s u r p r i s -  
i n g l y ,  is  a l r e a d y  o n e - t h i r d  of t h e  y e a r .  I t  d o e s n ' t  seem p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t i m e  
h a s  p a s s e d  so q u i c k l y .  W e  s t i l l  h a v e  n o t  s e e n  a n  u p t u r n  i n  income,  though 
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p a s t  and  c u r r e n t  economic  c o n d i t i o n s ,  w e  h a v e  done  w e l l .  
Income f o r  t h e  month o f  A p r i l  was 13 .9  p e r c e n t  more t h a n  l a s t  A p r i l ,  which 
b r o u g h t  t h e  y e a r - t o - d a t e  t h r o u g h  A p r i l  t o  a p l u s  11.1 p e r c e n t  o v e r  t h e  same 
p e r i o d  a y e a r  ago .  

Bank b a l a n c e s  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e  same a s  t h e y  were a y e a r  ago.  I t  seems 
t h a t  o n e  w e e k  w e  w i l l  b e  above  l a s t  y e a r ,  and  t h e  n e x t  w e e k  w e  w i l l  b e  be low 
l a s t  y e a r .  Expenses  a re  s t i l l  h i g h ,  and c u r r e n t  p r o j e c t i o n s  show a d e f i c i t  
o f  a b o u t  $ 1 2 5 , 0 0 0  by t h e  end of t h e  y e a r .  I e x p e c t  t h a t  f i g u r e  t o  improve 
soon and  t h a t  w e  w i l l  h ave  some i n c r e a s e  t o  r e s e r v e s  b e f o r e  t h e  y e a r  is  o u t .  

A number of you have  e x p r e s s e d  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  
r e p o r t s .  I hope  t h e y  a r e  h e l p f u l  and i n f o r m a t i v e  f o r  a l l  of you.  

--Leroy N e f f ,  Treasurer  

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

**** TO BE ANNOUNCED * * * *  
N e w  U.S. M a i l i n a  A d d r e s s  

A l l  members s h o u l d  h a v e  a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  a new supply of 
e n v e l o p e s  from Pasadena  w i t h  t h e  new m a i l i n g  a d d r e s s .  P l e a s e  
d i s c a r d  a l l  e n v e l o p e s  you have  on  hand w i t h  t h e  Tucson m a i l i n g  
a d d r e s s .  

I f  you s h o u l d  f i n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  u s e  your  own p e r s o n a l  
e n v e l o p e s ,  b e  s u r e  t o  i n c l u d e  your  PLAIN TRUTH i n d e x  number f o r  
e f f i c i e n t  and  accurate  p r o c e s s i n g .  

The Tucson a d d r e s s  i s  no l o n g e r  t o  be used  f o r  s e n d i n g  i n  t i t h e s  
and  o f f e r i n g s  or o t h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  t h e  w o r k .  The a d d r e s s  
t o  b e  used i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  is: 

Herbert W. Armstrong 
P a s a d e n a ,  CA 91123 
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U.S . /Canad ian  F e a s t  S i t e s  S t i l l  Open ( C l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  R e c e n t  M e m o )  

A p p a r e n t l y  some h a v e  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  a s t a t e m e n t  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a m e m o  i n c l u d e d  
w i t h  t h e  F e s t i v a l  A t t e n d a n c e  L i s t  t h a t  was s e n t  o n  Apr i l  25 .  The m e m o  
s t a t e d  ' I . .  . t r a n s f e r s  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  l i m i t e d  i n :  B i l o x i ,  H a w a i i ,  J e k y l l  
I s l a n d ,  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g ;  a n d  i n  C a n a d a ,  P e n t i c t o n  a n d  V i c t o r i a . . . . "  

A s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  some pastors  or  f eas t  a d v i s o r s  h a v e  
t o l d  t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  t h a t  these s i t e s  h a v e  b e e n  f i l l e d  a n d  therefore  
t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  a p p l y  for  t r a n s f e r s  t o  t h e s e  areas.  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  n o t  
a c c u r a t e .  We were s i m p l y  w a r n i n g  t h e  pastors  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  w e  h a v e  
o f t e n  h a d  t o  t u r n  down some r e q u e s t s  fo r  t h e s e  s i tes b e c a u s e  w e  r e c e i v e  more 
r e q u e s t s  t h a n  w e  c a n  a p p r o v e .  

-- 

T h e  o n l y  s i t es  which  h a v e  b e e n  f i l l e d  were a n n o u n c e d  i n  t h e  PASTOR 
GENERAL'S REPORT of A p r i l  2 9 ,  p a g e  2 .  Please re fer  t o  t h a t  a n n o u n c e m e n t  fo r  
more i n f o r m a t i o n .  

NOTICE TO ALL MINISTERS 

Dav id  Bet tes  is  d i s f e l l o w s h i p p e d .  I f  h e  ap- 
pears  i n  y o u r  a r ea ,  please c o n t a c t  M r .  J i m  
Reye r  a t  (303)  431-0676. ( T h i s  n o t i c e  i s  - n o t  
i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  a n n o u n c e d  t o  y o u r  c o n g r e -  
g a t  i o n s .  ) 

A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  S e c o n d  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program 

Dear M r .  T k a c h :  

I t ' s  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  r e t u r n e d  from P a s a d e n a  o n e  month ago 
y e s t e r d a y !  Our s t a y  there  i s  s t i l l  v i v i d  i n  o u r  memories, k e p t  
f r e s h  b y  f r e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a b u n d a n t  c lass  n o t e s .  

I t  goes w i t h o u t  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  classes were u n i f o r m l y  e x c e l l e n t  
a n d  g a v e  u s  much t o  t h i n k  a b o u t .  I was a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  a n d  i n -  
sp i r ed  t o  see t h e  campus  s o  b e a u t i f u l l y  m a i n t a i n e d .  T h e  b u i l d -  
i n g s  seem n o t  to h a v e  a g e d  i n  t h e  t e n  y e a r s  s i n c e  my g r a d u a t i o n - -  
e v i d e n c e  of d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  God ly  charac te r  o n  t h e  p a r t  of t h o s e  
who care f o r  them.  E d e l  a n d  I t ake  t h i s  a s  a s p u r  t o  b e t t e r  re- 
f l ec t  t h a t  Ambassador q u a l i t y  a s  w e  c a r e  f o r  w h a t  w e ' v e  b e e n  
g i v e n .  

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  whole  R e f r e s h i n g  Program, w e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Head- 
q u a r t e r s  team, w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  t r u l y  care  a b o u t  
t h o s e  of u s  who h a v e  t h e  p r ice less  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e r v e  G o d ' s  
people i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I t ' s  t r u l y  a n  added p r o d  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  
t o  " m a k e  f u l l  proof" o f  o u r  m i n i s t r y .  G r a t e f u l  t h a n k s  t o  a l l ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t o  o u r  h e a v e n l y  F a t h e r ,  a n d  t o  J e s u s  C h r i s t  t h e  l i v -  
i n g ,  a c t i v e  Head o f  t h e  C h u r c h .  

H e n r y  a n d  E d e l  S t u r c k e  
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Dear M r .  Tkach: 

My w i f e  and I would l i k e  t o  thank  you and a l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
l e a d i n g  m i n i s t e r s  i n  Pasadena  f o r  your  e f f o r t s  i n  p u t t i n g  to- 
g e t h e r  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program 11. I t  i s  t r u l y  r e f r e s h i n g  
and i n v i g o r a t i n g  t o  r e v i e w  b a s i c  d o c t r i n e s  and methods and t o  b e  
g i v e n  new i n s i g h t s  i n t o  o u r  j o b  of h e l p i n g  t o  s h e p h e r d  t h e  f l o c k  
o f  God. 

W e  thank  M r .  Armst rong ,  you and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  crew f o r  a v e r y  
i n s p i r i n g  and r e f r e s h i n g  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. W e  a l so  thank  God 
f o r  i n s p i r i n g  and p r o v i d i n g  i t .  We a n x i o u s l y  await  MRP 111. 

K i m  and Kathy Wenzel 

Dear M r .  Tkach:  

V i r g i n i a  and I wish  t o  e x p r e s s  our d e e p e s t  t h a n k s  t o  b o t h  M r .  
H e r b e r t  W. Armstrong and you f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  
f i f t e e n t h  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. I t  is 
r e f r e s h i n g  t o  v i s i t  t h e  v e r y  H e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  God ' s  Work  o n  e a r t h  
t o d a y ,  and t o  see t h e  u n i t y  t h a t  is so o b v i o u s  among a l l  t h o s e  a t  
H e a d q u a r t e r s .  

W e  were e s p e c i a l l y  t h r i l l e d  t o  meet and g e t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  so 
many m i n i s t e r s  and t h e i r  w ives  from t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a r e a s  o f  
God ' s  W o r k .  My w i f e  and I met and g o t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  m i n i s t e r s  
and t h e i r  w ives  f rom t e n  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  or  p r o v i n c e s .  T h i s  
e x p e r i e n c e  s u r e l y  h e l p e d  u s  t o  r e a l i z e  more t h a n  e v e r  t h a t  t h i s  
- is  a wor ldwide  W o r k .  

M r .  Tkach ,  w e  d e e p l y  a p p r e c i a t e  a l l  t h e  h a r d  w o r k  t h a t  g o e s  i n t o  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program, and t h e  d e e p e r  knowledge 
w e  have  b e c a u s e  o f  i t .  Thanks a g a i n  t o  you and a l l  t h e  s t a f f  f o r  
t h e  h a r d  w o r k  and h o s p i t a l i t y  shown u s  w h i l e  t h e r e .  

Guy and V i r g i n i a  Sams 

Comments From Monthly Church Reports 

DES MOINES, IA--ROBERT CLONINGER: B r e t h r e n  a r e  f o l l o w i n g  M r .  
A r m s t r o n g ' s  t r a v e l s  c l o s e l y .  They a re  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t h e  d o o r s  
o p e n i n g  f o r  t h e  PT s u p e r m a r k e t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and t h e i r  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  h e l p  t h e  w o r k  i n  t h e  newss tand ,  c a r d h o l d e r ,  and w a i t i n g  room 
programs.  

HUNTSVILLE, AL--LAWSON J. TUCK: The b r e t h r e n  are  more commit ted 
t h a n  e v e r  t o  God 's  W o r k .  I have  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t i c e d ,  d u r i n g  
t h i s  P a s s o v e r  s e a s o n ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  making more o f  a d e t e r m i n e d  
e f f o r t  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  Holy Day o f f e r i n g s  were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
h i g h e r  t h a n  l a s t  y e a r !  God ' s  p e o p l e  a r e  s a c r i f i c i n g  more b e c a u s e  
t h e y  want  t o  see t h e  Work  g o  fo rward  w i t h  more and more power.  I t  
is c e r t a i n l y  good t o  see God's  S p i r i t  e v i d e n c e d  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  

LONG BEACH, CA--LES McCOLM: The a l l - t i m e  a t t e n d a n c e  r e c o r d  f o r  
t h i s  Church area was b roken  on  t h e  f i r s t  day  o f  Unleavened Bread .  
W e  a l s o  have  a v e r y  i m p r e s s i v e  l i s t  o f  t e a c h a b l e  PMs. Some o f  
t h e m  a r e  a t t e n d i n g  s e r v i c e s  a l r e a d y  and s e v e r a l  a r e  r e a d y  for  
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baptism. Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  t e l ecas t  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  of Easter  h a s  
r e a l l y  s t i r r e d  t h e  b r e t h r e n  t o  f e e l  a s e n s e  of l o y a l t y  t o  G o d ' s  
W o r k .  

FORT WORTH, TX--BOB SMITH: The  g e n e r a l  mood of t h e  C h u r c h  i s  o n e  
of m a t u r i t y  a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h i s  P a s s o v e r  
seemed  t o  c a u s e  many t o  r e f l e c t  u p o n  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  
i n  t h e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  t o  d e s i r e  t o  m a k e  w h a t e v e r  c h a n g e s  a r e  n e c e s -  
s a r y  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  c a l l i n g  s u r e .  

FT. MYERS, FL--DANIEL J. BEIRER:  God h a s  c e r t a i n l y  p r o v i d e d  t h e  
F t .  M y e r s  a rea  w i t h  some f i n e  people d u r i n g  t h i s  pa s t  y e a r .  
S e v e n t e e n  more t o o k  t h e  P a s s o v e r  o v e r  t h e  number l a s t  y e a r .  

SAN DIEGO, CA--NORMAN SMITH: A 1 0 %  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  l a s t  y e a r  in 
t h e  number t a k i n g  t h e  P a s s o v e r .  Some h a v e  moved i n t o  t h e  a rea .  
T h e r e  a re  s t i l l  a l o t  of PMs who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t t e n d i n g  
c h u r c h  b u t  who a re  n o t  r e a d y  t o  g i v e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  God a n d  s u b m i t  
t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  C h u r c h .  

BANGOR, ME--LEONARD HOLLADAY: I h a v e  v i s i t e d  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
f a m i l i e s  t h a t  h a v e  s t a r t e d  a t t e n d i n g  t h i s  p a s t  mon th - - they  a r e  
a l l  e x c i t e d  a n d  e a g e r  t o  l e a r n .  God is  b l e s s i n g  t h i s  area c o n -  
t i n u a l l y  w i t h  g o o d  g r o w t h .  T h e  local PT d i s t r i b u t i o n  h a s  almost 
c a u g h t  u p  w i t h  P o r t l a n d ' s ,  w h i c h  h a s  a g r e a t e r  p o p u l a t i o n  
d e n s i t y .  N o w  t h e  t o t a l  number  o f  s u b s c r i b e r s  added s i n c e  t h e  
f i r s t  of t h e  y e a r  i s  e v e n - - w h e r e a s  P o r t l a n d  u s e d  t o  be way ahead .  
I f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  te lecast  b e i n g  o n  a t  10:30 a.m. h a s  had 
t h e  b i g g e s t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  b r i n g i n g  B a n g o r ' s  n u m b e r s  up .  

--Joe T k a c h ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

PUBLISHING SERVICES UPDATE 

Update o n  E l s o n ' s  a n d  "Good N e i g h b o r "  S u p e r m a r k e t  PT D i s t r i b u t i o n  

D i s t r i b u t i o n  of The  PLAIN TRUTH i n  E l s o n ' s  g i f t  S to re s ,  w h i c h  b e g a n  i n  o v e r  
1 0 0  shops A p r i l  1, 1983 ,  h a s  b e e n  e x t r e m e l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  a p a r t  from a f e w  
m i n o r  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  a n d  p r o b l e m s  i n  o n e  or t w o  l o c a t i o n s .  

W e  h a v e  had v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  r epor t s  from N e w  Y o r k  a n d  A t l a n t a ,  w h i c h  a re  
t h e  t w o  a r eas  t h a t  h a v e  t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  E l s o n ' s  s t o r e s .  N e w  
Y o r k  is  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  1 , 8 0 0  m a g a z i n e s  a d a y ,  a n d  A t l a n t a  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  600  
m a g a z i n e s  a d a y .  A l l  o ther  h o t e l  l o c a t i o n s  a r e  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  u s e  200  
m a g a z i n e s  per w e e k .  

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  w h e r e  t h e  h o t e l  o r  a i r p o r t  managemen t  h a s  
demanded  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH from E l s o n ' s  n e w s s t a n d  racks.  
E l s o n ' s  h a s  i n f o r m e d  u s  t h a t  t h e y  v i e w  t h i s  a s  a poss ib le  p r e c e d e n t .  T h e y  
a r e  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d ,  a n d  a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  h o t e l  or a i r p o r t  
managemen t  h a s  n o  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  w h a t  t h e y  may or  may n o t  c a r r y  i n  t h e i r  
s tores .  

I n  many cases ,  g r e a t  f a v o r  h a s  b e e n  shown t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  b y  t h e  E l s o n ' s  
managemen t .  As t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  d e v e l o p s ,  w e  a r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  
program w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be a g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  
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D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  o f  May, t h e  N e w  Y o r k  w a r e h o u s e s  of S u p e r m a r k e t  Com- 
m u n i c a t i o n  S y s t e m s ,  I n c .  w i l l  r e c e i v e  2 5 , 0 0 0  PLAIN TRUTHS, w h i c h  t h e y  w i l l  
d i s t r i b u t e  i n  563 s u p e r m a r k e t s  i n  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  area.  

T h e  m a g a z i n e s  w i l l  b e  p l a c e d  i n  a t h r e e - i n c h  b a s k e t  w i t h  t w o  f a c i n g s  s i d e  b y  
s i d e  h e l d  u p r i g h t  by a wire r e t a i n i n g  c l i p .  T h e  space o n  e a c h  rack  w i l l  be 
m a r k e d  b y  a piece of tape w i t h  t h e  w o r d s  P L A I N  TRUTH w r i t t e n  o n  i t .  

S u b s e q u e n t  s t o c k i n g s  of t h e  racks w i l l  b e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  t h e  b r e t h r e n  of t h e  
N e w  Y o r k  area C h u r c h e s  who h a v e  b e e n  o r g a n i z e d  t o  h a n d l e  s u p e r m a r k e t s  i n  
t h e  a r eas  w h e r e  t h e y  l i v e  or w o r k .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  SCS r e c e i v e s  i t s  s h i p -  
m e n t ,  o u r  own d e p o t s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  7 9 , 0 0 0  m a g a z i n e s  w i t h  w h i c h  t o  d o  t h e  s u b -  
s e q u e n t  s t o c k i n g s  o f  t h e  racks.  

T h e  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y  b r e t h r e n  a r e  h i g h l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  t h i s  o p e n  d o o r  a n d  
a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  program a s u c c e s s .  

Once  a g a i n ,  a s  M r .  A r m s t r o n g  r e q u e s t e d ,  p lease  c o n t i n u e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  
c o n g r e g a t i o n s  t o  f e r v e n t l y  p r a y  t h a t  t h e  f i n a n c e s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h i s  program 
w i l l  come i n  so i t  c a n  b e  e x p a n d e d  i n t o  h u n d r e d s  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  s tores  i n  t h e  
n e a r  f u t u r e .  

--Ray W r i g h t ,  P u b l i s h i n g  S e r v i c e s  

FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

F a r - r e a c h i n a  I m D a c t  o f  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH 

Nearly 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  new PLAIN TRUTH s u b s c r i b e r s  were a d d e d  t o  t h e  U . S .  s u b -  
s c r i p t i o n  l i s t  t h i s  p a s t  m o n t h .  W i t h  t h e  m a g a z i n e  now r e a c h i n g  m i l l i o n s  of 
r e a d e r s ,  w e  i n  M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  see l i t e r a l l y  h u n d r e d s  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  com- 
m e n t s  a b o u t  The  PLAIN TRUTH e a c h  mon th .  

R e a d e r s  of t h e  m a g a z i n e  r a n g e  i n  a g e  f r o m  p r e t e e n s  t o  t h e  v e r y  e l d e r l y .  
They  o f t e n  s t a t e  how T h e  P L A I N  TRUTH h a s  r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  a n d  
h a s  become a s o u r c e  o f  t r e m e n d o u s  h e l p  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .  I n  many cases, 
w h o l e  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  b e n e f i t t e d  f r o m  t h e  a r t i c l e s .  Many m e n t i o n  p a s s i n g  
t h e i r  copies a l o n g  t o  f r i e n d s  a n d  associates.  

More a n d  more r e s p o n s e s  c o n t a i n  d o n a t i o n s ,  a s  o u r  s u b s c r i b e r s ,  moved by t h e  
" g i v e "  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  o u r  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  w i s h  t o  
see t h a t  o t h e r s  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  t r u t h  a s  t h e y  are .  

I t  i s  o b v i o u s  f r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  comment s  t h a t  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH h a s  a s p i r i t -  
u a l  impact o n  i t s  r e a d e r s h i p  a s  n o  o t h e r  m a g a z i n e :  

Thank  y o u  for  b l e s s i n g  my l i f e  t h e s e  y e a r s  t h a t  I h a v e  s u b s c r i b e d  
t o  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH a n d  y o u r  o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  They  h a v e  o p e n e d  
my e y e s  t o  t h e  t r u t h  o f  G o d ' s  Word. 

Some y e a r s  a g o  I r e q u e s t e d  t o  h a v e  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH d e l i v e r e d  t o  
my b r o t h e r ,  who is  now t a k i n g  t h e  BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE, 
a n d  my s i s t e r .  T h e  m a g a z i n e  h a s  b r o u g h t  u s  a l l  t o g e t h e r  s p i r i t -  
u a l l y .  

Mrs. A.G. ( S o u t h  B e n d ,  I N )  



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, MAY 6 ,  1983  PAGE 6 

I h a v e  f o u n d  y o u r  m a g a z i n e  e n j o y a b l e .  I c a n ' t  p u t  i t  down. I 
l e f t  a l l  my b a d  h a b i t s  b e h i n d .  I d o n ' t  e v e n  w a t c h  soap operas a n y  
more! It seems t h a t  t h e  more I r e a d ,  t h e  more I l e a r n  a b o u t  l i f e .  

E.L. ( B r o o k l y n ,  N Y )  

Thank you  so much for  The  PLAIN TRUTH. You c a n ' t  know how much i t  
means  a n d  h e l p s  i n  o u r  d a r k e s t  h o u r s .  I w i s h  w e  h a d  a l l  y o u r  
b o o k l e t s  a s  w e l l .  

E.C. (Oak P a r k ,  IL) 

Thank y o u  f o r  r e g u l a r l y  s e n d i n g  The  P L A I N  TRUTH. W e  h a v e  become 
t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  people. W e  a r e  more r e l a x e d ,  h a p p y  a n d  h a v e  
d i f f e r e n t  g o a l s  now. A c o m p l e t e l y  new way o f  t h i n k i n g  h a s  e s t a b -  
l i s h e d  i t se l f  t h r o u g h  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  B i b l e .  W e  
c o n s t a n t l y  d r a w  i n  new k n o w l e d g e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  t r u t h .  
It is  r e a l l y  o v e r w h e l m i n g  t o  read w h a t  is  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  B i b l e ,  
a n d  e a c h  t i m e  w e  f i n d  s o m e t h i n g  new. 

A.W. (B.C. ,  C a n a d a )  

Your m a g a z i n e  d o e s  t h e  r o u n d s  i n  o u r  h o u s e .  F i r s t  I read i t  from 
c o v e r  t o  c o v e r ,  t h e n  my d a u g h t e r  u s e s  y o u r  a r t i c l e s  f o r  h e r  w o r k  
i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  my s e v e n - y e a r - o l d  s o n  l o v e s  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  
p i c t u r e s .  I a l s o  t h a n k  you  f o r  n o t  b e i n g  l i k e  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  
g r o u p s ,  w h e r e  a simple r e q u e s t  e n d s  u p  w i t h  a mob o n  y o u r  
d o o r s t e p .  N o t h i n g  i s  more o f  a t u r n - o f f  t h a n  t h i s .  I n  o u r  h o u s e  
God is someone  w e  b e l i e v e  i n  a n d  a b o u t  whom w e  w a n t  more 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  p r e s s - g a n g  t a c t i c s .  

S . D .  ( H a m i l t o n  H i l l ,  A u s t r a l i a )  

Thank y o u ,  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ,  f o r  s e n d i n g  m e  The  PLAIN TRUTH a n d  t h e  
books I ' v e  r e q u e s t e d  b y  p h o n e .  I t h o u g h t  I knew e v e r y t h i n g  t h e r e  
was t o  know a b o u t  t h e  B i b l e  a n d  w o r l d  a f f a i r s .  B u t  a f t e r  r e c e i v -  
i n g  a n d  r e a d i n g  y o u r  m a g a z i n e  I know b e t t e r .  I t  h a s  e n r i c h e d  my 
l i f e  a s  w e l l .  A l o t  of my f r i e n d s  come i n t o  my home a n d  pick i t  
up .  When t h e y  read i t ,  t h e y  s t a r t  a s k i n g  how t h e y  c a n  r e c e i v e  
y o u r  m a g a z i n e .  

M.M. (Pacole t  M i l l s ,  S C )  

Thank you- - thank  you!  R e c e i v i n g  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH h a s  r e a l l y  
h e l p e d  o u r  marriage! God b less  you!  We l o v e  you!  

Mrs. R.V. ( L i v e r p o o l ,  N Y )  

I w a n t  t o  t h a n k  you  f o r  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  g u i d a n c e  I h a v e  r e c e i v e d  
s i n c e  I f i r s t  s t a r t e d  r e a d i n g  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH m a g a z i n e  a n d  a l l  
t h e  w o n d e r f u l  a n d  e n l i g h t e n i n g  p a m p h l e t s .  I h a v e  a l w a y s  c o n -  
s i d e r e d  m y s e l f  a k n o w l e d g e a b l e  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  h a v e  s p e n t  many 
h o u r s  r e a d i n g  my B i b l e .  B u t  I n e v e r  h a d  a s  g o o d  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
a s  I h a v e  now. Your t h o r o u g h  e x p l a n a t i o n s  h a v e  g i v e n  me a n s w e r s  
t o  q u e s t i o n s  I t h o u g h t  I h a d  a l r e a d y  known. 

Thank you  a g a i n  a n d  t h a n k  God f o r  y o u r  e x p e r t i s e  i n  h e l p i n g  
people l i k e  m y s e l f  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  of o u r  w o n d e r f u l  
Creator.  

R.C. ( S t .  P e t e r s b u r g ,  FL) 

- - R i c h a r d  R i c e ,  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  
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Once  a g a i n  t h e  N e w s  B u r e a u  w a n t s  t o  t h a n k  a l l  of you  who h a v e  m a i l e d  i n  
a r t i c l e s  f r o m  y o u r  local  n e w s p a p e r s  w h i c h  dea l  w i t h  t h e  Worldwide C h u r c h  of 
God,  i t s  m i n i s t e r s  or  members a n d  a l s o  t h e  a f f i l i a t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of t h e  
C h u r c h .  W e  wou ld  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  please c o n t i n u e  s e n d i n g  u s  a l l  
s u c h  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h e  e x a c t  a d d r e s s  t o  ma i l  t h e  a r t i c l e s  t o  is: 

Ambassador Col lege N e w s  B u r e a u  
300 W .  G r e e n  S t .  
P a s a d e n a ,  CA 9 1 1 2 9  
A t t n :  W.O.J.  

The  N e w s  B u r e a u  w i l l  m a k e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  a l l  who need  t o  be a d v i s e d  o f  i n f o r -  
m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  specif ic  a r t i c l e s  w i l l  b e  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  copies. 

Please do  n o t  f o r g e t  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  name of t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d a t e  
when i t  was p u b l i s h e d .  T h a t  is  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  i f  w e  s h o u l d  e v e r  n e e d  t o  
q u o t e  from t h e  a r t i c l e  or  u s e  i t  i n  a n y  o ther  way. 

Note: The a b o v e  does n o t  a p p l y  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  a l r e a d y  c l i p p i n g  
v a r i o u s  news a r t i c l e s  f o r  t h e  Legal  O f f i c e .  

--Gene H. H o g b e r g ,  N e w s  B u r e a u  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

THE BISHOPS AND THE BOMB; "GREEN LIGHT" FOR MOSCOW I N  WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

One g e t s  t h e  d i s t i n c t  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  b e i n g  "se t  up"  
for  t h e  t i m e  when " t h e y  h a v e  b l o w n  t h e  t r u m p e t  a n d  made e v e r y o n e  r e a d y ,  b u t  
n o  o n e  goes t o  b a t t l e "  ( E z e k .  7:14). By a n e a r l y  u n a n i m o u s  v o t e  o n  May 3 ,  
America's Roman C a t h o l i c  b i s h o p s  adopted a p r e c e d e n t - s e t t i n g  155-page  
l e t t e r  o n  war a n d  peace t h a t  p u t s  them s q u a r e l y  i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  of t h e  
peace movement a n d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  s e v e r a l  k e y  p a r t s  of U.S. d e f e n s e  
p o l i c y .  T h e  l e t t e r  was a p p r o v e d  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  of C a t h o l i c  
B i s h o p s  m e e t i n g  i n  C h i c a g o  by  a v o t e  of 238 to  9. T h e  f i n a l  v e r s i o n  c a l l s  
for  a h a l t  t o  t h e  n u c l e a r  arms race.  I t  accepts d e t e r r e n c e ,  o r  t h e  posses- 
s i o n  of a n u c l e a r  a r s e n a l ,  a s  a " s t r i c t l y  c o n d i t i o n a l "  d e f e n s e  s t r a t e g y  
v a l i d  o n l y  t e m p o r a r i l y  w h i l e  s teps towards d i s a r m a m e n t  a r e  p u r s u e d .  R e -  
p o r t e d  t h e  May 4 LOS ANGELES TIMES: 

- -  -- 

The  l e t t e r  now becomes " t e a c h i n a  d o c t r i n e "  fo r  t h e  nation's 5 0  
m i l l i o n  C a t h o l i c s .  I t  i s  a SWE - - - -  
p r e v i o u s  g e n e r a t i o n  - -  of U.S .  
v o i c e d  u n c r i t i c a l  a c c e p t a n c e  of 
a c t i o n .  A t  a p ress  c o n f e r e n z  a 

- T u e s d a y ,  A;chTj 

f r o m  v i e w s  of t h e  
who g e n e r a l l y  'st - 

-- 
A m e r i c a n  m i l i t a r  

. s h o s  Thomas  ___ry K e  lv _ ~ _  - 
I L o u i s v i l l e ,  -a  former g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e * U . S .  b ishops;  

was asked i f  t h e  d o c u m e n t  c o u l d  allow for  a n y  u s e  of n u c l e a r  
w e a p o n s ,  e v e n  i n  a r e t a l i a t o r y  s t r i k e  a g a i n s t  n u c l e a r  a t t a c k .  
" W e  d o  n o t  know of any case i n  w h i c h  n u c l e a r  weapons  c a n  be u s e d , "  
K e l l y  r e p l i e d .  

T h e  d o c u m e n t ,  t i t l e d  "The C h a l l e n g e  of Peace: God ' s  Promise a n d  
Our R e s p o n s e , "  c a l l s  fo r  a " n o  f i r s t  s t r i k e "  p o l i c y ,  c o u n t e r  t o  
t h e  U . S . - A t l a n t i c  A l l i a n c e  o p t i o n s  for  s u c h  s t r i k e s  t o  defend 
W e s t e r n  E u r o p e .  ... - -- -- 
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The  l e t t e r  is  c a r e f u l  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  
" g e n e r a l  moral p r i n c i p l e s , "  w h i c h  a r e  b i n d i n g  o n  C a t h o l i c s ,  a n d  
"specific a p p l i c a t i o n s  of those p r i n c i p l e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  b i n d -  
i n g .  

U P I ,  i n  a May 5 d i s p a t c h  added: 

The  n a t i o n ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  bishops. .  . s u p p o r t e d  w h a t  o n e  bishop 
c a l l e d  t h e  " c o n c e p t "  of a n u c l e a r  f r e e z e  a n d  u s e d  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  
i s  almost e x a c t l y  t h a t  of t h e  f r e e z e  movement i n  u r g i n g  a " h a l t "  
i n  t h e  t e s t i n g ,  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  d e p l o y m e n t  of new n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  
s y s t e m s .  B u t  t h e y  c a r e f u l l y  d i s s o c i a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  from a n y  
specif ic  p o l i t i c a l  proposals f o r  a f r e e z e . . . .  

"The  w h o l e  world m u s t  summon t h e  moral c o u r a g e  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  
means  t o  s a y  ' N O '  t o  n u c l e a r  c o n f l i c t ;  ' N O '  t o  w e a p o n s  o f  mass 
d e s t r u c t i o n ;  ' N O '  t o  a n  arms race w h i c h  robs t h e  poor a n d  t h e  
v u l n e r a b l e ;  a n d  ' N O '  t o  t h e  moral d a n g e r  o f  a n u c l e a r  age w h i c h  
places b e f o r e  humankind  i n d e f e n s i b l e  choices of c o n s t a n t  t e r ror  
or s u r r e n d e r ,  I' t h e  b i s h o p s  said. .  . . 
T h e  v o t e ,  a l t h o u g h  n e v e r  i n  d o u b t ,  was a v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  d o v e s  
a n d  a d e f e a t  for t h e  R e a g a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  h a d  l o b b i e d  t h e  
b i shops  h e a v i l y  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  s o f t e n  t h e i r  a n t i - n u c l e a r  posi-  
t i o n  a n d  e n d o r s e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  arms c o n t r o l .  " W e  
s h o u l d n ' t  be  s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h i n g s  a r e  g o i n g , "  B i s h o p  
Pierre  Dumaine of S a n  Jose, C a l i f . ,  t o l d  reporters  a t  o n e  p o i n t .  
" A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  was a d o v e . "  

" I t ' s  a v e r y ,  v e r y  s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  o n  peace ... s a i d  A r c h b i s h o p  
J o h n  R. Roach of S t .  P a u l - M i n n e a p o l i s ,  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  B i s h o p s '  
C o n f e r e n c e .  " I t  w i l l  h a v e  a s t r o n g  impact o n  t h e  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  
d e b a t e  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y . "  

One s u c h  impact w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  b e  f e l t  b y  Roman C a t h o l i c s  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  
U . S .  m i l i t a r y .  They  a r e  now t h r o w n  i n t o  a per iod  of moral c o n f u s i o n .  Re-  
por ts  a n o t h e r  UP1 d i s p a t c h  of May 4 :  

Roman C a t h o l i c s  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  armed f o r c e s  s h o u l d  r e f u s e  a n y  
order t o  d e t o n a t e  a n u c l e a r  weapon ,  Archb i shop  J o h n  R. Q u i n n  s a id  
Wednesday .  H e  compared t h e  p o s i t i o n  of a n  A m e r i c a n  so ld i e r  
ordered t o  d e t o n a t e  n u c l e a r  arms t o  so ld i e r s  i n  N a z i  Germany 
o r d e r e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  war c r i m e s - - s a y i n g  s o l d i e r s  a r e  s i m p l y  
o b l i g a t e d  t o  r e f u s e  t o  o b e y  immoral o r d e r s .  "Nuremburg a l r e a d y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t , "  h e  s a i d ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  war crimes t r i a l s  of 
f o r m e r  N a z i s .  

H e  s a i d  n o t  e v e n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c o u l d  " j u s t i -  
f i a b l y  force  someone  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  is m o r a l l y  wrong . "  T h e  
P r e s i d e n t  would  " e x c e e d  h i s  a u t h o r i t y "  i n  o r d e r i n g  someone  who 
had moral o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  u s e  of n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  t o  d e t o n a t e  
s u c h  a r m a m e n t s .  

Q u i n n  ... s a i d  some s e c t i o n s  of t h e  l e t t e r  wou ld  become t h e  o f f i -  
c i a l  moral p o s i t i o n  of t h e  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  U . S .  
p r i e s t s ,  i n  i n s t r u c t i n g  or c o u n s e l i n g  C a t h o l i c s  a b o u t  i s s u e s  of 
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n u c l e a r  warfare a n d  w e a p o n r y ,  wou ld  be r e q u i r e d  t o  m a k e  those 
o f f i c i a l  t e a c h i n g s  known.. . .  H e  s a i d  t h e  l e t t e r  was d e s i g n e d  t o  
b r i n g  t h e  w o r l d  closer t o  a " r e a l  peace" .... 
Q u i n n  s a i d  h e  e x p e c t e d  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  communi ty  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  w o r l d  t o  e v e n t u a l l y  t a k e  a s imi la r  p o s i t i o n  a n d  t h a t  t h e  
l e t t e r  c o u l d  b e  t h e  f i r s t  s t ep  toward d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  " n u c l e a r  
spectre t h a t  so  e n s h r o u d s  o u r  world t o d a y . "  

M e a n w h i l e . . . i n  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e  

I t  is  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  " n u c l e a r  f r e e z e "  m e n t a l i t y  h a s  
U . S .  b ishops b y  i n f l u e n t i a l  l i b e r a l  l a y  members. 
e n o u g h ,  b ishops i n  E u r o p e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  West Germany 
s i s t ed  - t h e  "peaceTpeace" approach o f  t h e  U . S .  b i s h o p s .  
d a t e l i n e d  Bonn,  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  * i n  NEW YORK 

-- 

b e e n  p u s h e d  o n  t h e  
- B u t ,  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  

a n d  F r a n c e  h a v e  re- 
Here is  a n  a r t i c l e ,  
TIMES : 

- -- 

The  C o n f e r e n c e  of C a t h o l i c  B i s h o p s  i n  West Germany made p u b l i c  a 
pas to ra l  l e t t e r  o n  war and p e a c e  t o d a y  t h a t  asserts " n u c l e a r  
d e t e r r e n c e  is n o t  a r e l i a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t  for p r e v e n t i n g  war i n  t h e  
l o n g  r u n . "  B u t  t h e  l e t t e r ,  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  68 b i s h o p s  
e a r l i e r  
pas to ra l  
p o l i c y  of 
m i g h t  be 
t h e  S o v i e  

t h i s  m o n t h ,  d e p a r t s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  - -  from a proposed 
l e t t e r  & A m e r i c a n  b i s h o p s  in s u p p o r t i n g  - t h e  a l l i e d  
" f l e x i b l e  r e s p o n s e , "  w h i c h  h o l d s  t h a t  n u c l e a r  weapons  

n e e d e d  t o  h a l t  a n  o v e r w h e l m i n g  c o n v e n t i o n a l  a t t ack  b y  

t h i s  m o n t h ,  d e p a r t s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f r o m  a proposed 
l e t t e r  & A m e r i c a n  b i s h o p s  in s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  a l l i e d  
" f l e x i b l e  r-,I' w h i c h  h o l d s  t h a t  n u c l e a r  weapons  

- -  - 
-- 

needed-  t o  hi 
t Union .  

"The  i n t e n t i o n  of p r e v e n t i n g  war w i t h  a l l  o n e ' s  s t r e n g t h  m u s t  
become c r e d i b l e b y  v i r t u e  of t h e  choice of t h e  w h o l e  r a n g e  of - arms," t h e  b i shops  s a y .  The  methods c h o s e n  t o  p u r s u e  o n e ' s  
s e c u r i t y  p o l i c y  s h o u l d  b e  m e a s u r e d  i n  terms of t h e  g o a l  of pre- 
v e n t i n g  war." 

- - --- --  - -  - 

T h e  d o c u m e n t  h a s  a d d e d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s i n c e  t h e  West German Govern-  
men t  is l ed  b y  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Democratic P a r t y ,  w h i c h  t r a d i t i o n a l -  
l y  e n j o y s  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  s u p p o r t .  Many o f  t h e  p a r t y ' s  l e a d e r s  a re  
a c t i v e  C a t h o l i c s .  The  G o v e r n m e n t ,  wh ich  was a d v i s e d  b e f o r e h a n d  
of t h e  l e t t e r ,  a p p l a u d e d  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  t o d a y  i n  a d e t a i l e d  
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  e s p o u s e d  many of i t s  basic p r i n c i p l e s .  S e n i o r  
Governmen t  o f f i c i a l s  were d e e p l y  d i s p l e a s e d  b~ t h e  A m e r i c a n  b i s -  
hops' d r a f t  d o c u m e n t .  T h e y  s a i d  i ts  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  u s e  
of n u c l e a r  weapons  weakened  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
n u c l e a r  d e t e r r e n t  i n  E u r o p e .  

T h e  German b i s h o p s '  l e t t e r  is  t h e  l a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  a grow- 
i n g  c h u r c h  d e b a t e  i n  E u r o p e ,  s p u r r e d  i n  p a r t  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
b i s h o p s '  a c t i o n . .  . . T h e  Dutch  b i s h o p s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  known f o r  
t h e i r  l i b e r a l  s t a n c e ,  a re  p r e p a r i n g  a p a s t o r a l  d o c u m e n t  t h a t  is 
a l s o  e x p e c t e d  t o  condemn i n c r e a s e s  i n  arms. The  F r e n c h  b ishops  
h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e i r  West German c o u n t e r p a r t s .  Joseph C a r d i n a l  
H o f f n e r ,  leader  of t h e  German b i s h o p s ,  s a i d  a t  a news c o n f e r e n c e  
t h a t  t h e  F r e n c h  b i s h o p s  had t h a n k e d  them i n  a l e t t e r  for  t h e i r  
" co l l eg ia l  s t a n d " .  . . . 
C a r d i n a l  H o f f n e r  s a i d . . . " W e  d o  n o t  t o u c h  o n  t h e  u s e  of n u c l e a r  
weapons .  W e  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  of peace, t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  

- 
-- - -- 

- -- - - 

- - - -  -- 7 
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force a n d  t h e  a v o i d a n c e  of war.... T r a c i n g  t h e  n o t i o n  of t h e  
" j u s t  war" from t h e  c h u r c h  f a t h e r s  t o  p r e s e n t  papa l  t e a c h i n g ,  t h e  
b i s h o p s  r e j ec t  t h e  idea of a b s o l u t e  pac i f i sm f o r  t h e  s t a t e ,  whose  
f u n c t i o n ,  t h e y  s a y ,  i s  t o  l i m i t  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e .  
B u t  t h e y  a s se r t  t h a t  " i n  v i e w  of t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  d e s t r u c t i v e  power 
of modern  arms, t h e  c a l l  f o r  peace h a s  a s s u m e d  a special  degree 
of u r g e n c y .  I' 

I n  sum, t h e  o p p o s i n g  p o s i t i o n s  of t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  U . S .  
a n d  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e  o n l y  f u e l s  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e  - for p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  - i n  
E u r o p e  to crea te  a d e p e n d a b l e  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  E u r o p e a n  n u c l e a r  f o r c e .  7 - - 
" G r e e n  L i g h t "  f o r  H e m i s p h e r i c  I n s u r g e n t s  G i v e n  

F o l l o w i n g  u p  o u r  Special  Report of l a s t  w e e k ,  m a r k  down May 2 ,  1 9 8 3  o n  Your 
c a l e n d a r s .  I t  c h r o n i c l e d  a n o t h e r  m i l e s t o n e  i n  t h e  s t e p - b y - s t e p  march t o  
v i c t o r y  for  h o s t i l e  a n t i - U . S .  f o r c e s  i n  C e n t r a l  America. On t h a t  d a t e  
m a j o r i t y  Democrats o n  t h e  House  I n t e l l i g e n c e  C o m m i t t e e  p u s h e d  t h r o u g h  a 
m e a s u r e  t h a t  wou ld  c u t  o f f  c o v e r t  ( secre t )  f u n d s  f o r  U.S.-backed a n t i -  
S a n d i n i s t a  rebels i n  N i c a r a g u a .  The  Reagan  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  s u p -  
p o r t i n g  s u c h  g r o u p s  i n s i d e  N i c a r a g u a  i t se l f  for  t w o  r e a s o n s :  F i r s t ,  t o  
i n t e r d i c t  arms moving  o u t  of N i c a r a g u a  i n t o  E l  S a l v a d o r ,  a n d  s e c o n d ,  t o  
h e l p  p r o - W e s t e r n  e l e m e n t s  k i c k e d  o u t  o f  N i c a r a g u a  a f t e r  t h e  1 9 7 9  r e v o l u t i o n  
t o  h o p e f u l l y  h a v e  a ro l e  i n  m o d e r a t i n g  t h e  M a r x i s t  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  N i c a r a g u a .  

Even  t h o u g h  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  f a c e s  a n  u p h i l l  b a t t l e  i n  t h e  S e n a t e ,  a n d  pos- 
s i b l e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  v e t o ,  i t  f l a s h e s  -an i n i t i a l  9 ree .n  l i g h t  t o  Moscow, 
Havana  a n d  Managua t h a t  " a l T s y s t e m s  a r T F "  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o v F r t h r o w  of 
- t h e t i r e  i s t h m u s ! I t  s a y s ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  M a r x i s t  N i c a r a g u a  ( n o t  pro- 
W e s t e r n  E l  S a l v a d o r )  is  n o w - - i n c r e d i b l y - - a  p r o t e c t e d  s a n c t u a r y  of t h e  U . S .  

7 - - - 

C o n g r e s s .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  m e a s u r e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  committee a u t h o r i z e d  $80  
m i l l i o n  for o v e r t  f u n d i n g  t o  t h r e a t e n e d  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n  n a t i o n s  t o  ass is t  
t h e m  i n  c a p t u r i n g  arms s h i p m e n t s  f l o w i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s  from Nicara- 
g u a ,  Cuba or o ther  n a t i o n s .  What t h i s  means  is t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  is 
i n d e e d  c o m m i t t i n g  i t se l f  t o  f i g h t i n g  a war, V i e t n a m - s t y l e .  D u r i n g  t h a t  
c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  U . S .  placed t h e  ma in  a g g r e s s o r ,  N o r t h  V i e t n a m ,  " o f f  l i m i t s "  
f o r  t h e  most p a r t .  I t  permitted weapons  t o  f l o w  f r o m  t h e  S o v i e t  Un ion  i n t o  
t h e  n o r t h ,  v i r t u a l l y  u n i m p e d e d ,  t h e n  t r i e d  t o  bomb them t o  s m i t h e r e e n s  f r o m  
t h e  a i r  a s  t h e y  moved down t h e  j u n g l e - s h r o u d e d  c a p i l l a r i e s  o f  t h e  H o  C h i  
Minh T r a i l  n e t w o r k .  

I n  t h i s  war, t h e  m a i n  weapon forwarders, Cuba a n d  N i c a r a g u a ,  a r e  placed 
"off l i m i t s . "  (Cuba h a s  b e e n  so s i n c e  a n  " u n d e r s t a n d i n g "  w i t h  Moscow e n d -  
ing the 1962 missi le  c r i s i s . )  Weapons w i l l  t h u s  f l o w  i n  e v e n  g r e a t e r  quan-  
t i t i e s  i n t o  N i c a r a g u a  b y  sea  a n d  b y  a i r .  From there  t h e  r o u t e  t o  E l  S a l v a -  
dor is b y  sea ( a t  n i g h t )  a n d  o v e r l a n d  t h r o u g h  H o n d u r a s .  

T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  l e t t i n g  t h e  arms i n  a n d  t h e n  t r y i n g  to  h u n t  them down a l o n g  
t h e  way is absurd--much l i k e  t r y i n g  t o  s n a t c h  b u l l e t s  i n  t h e  a i r  a f t e r  
t h e y ' r e  f i r e d  f r o m  a m a c h i n e  g u n .  T h e  May 9 ,  1 9 8 3  i s s u e  of TIME n o t e d  t h e  
H o  C h i  Minh T r a i l - t y p e  of n e t w o r k  w h i c h  f u n n e l s  arms i n t o  E l  S a l v a d o r :  

Once i n  E l  S a l v a d o r ,  t h e  p i p e l i n e  becomes e v e n  more l a b y r i n t h i n e .  
Mater ie l  from t h e  J i q u i l i s c o  [ coas t a l1  a rea  i s  moved by  boa t ,  



' P A S T O R  GENERAL'S REPORT, MAY 6 ,  1983 PAGE 11 

oxcar t  or  m u l e  t r a i n  toward  g u e r r i l l a  camps i n  t h e  c e n t e r  and 
n o r t h w e s t  of t h e  c o u n t r y .  S u p p l i e s  [ a l s o  I come o v e r l a n d  across 
Honduras . . . .  Every  g u e r r i l l a  --- r o u t e  h a s  a t  l e a s t  - o n e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
p a t h .  I n  a r eas  where t h e  rebels  a re  s t r o n g ,  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  - 
routes  o f t e n  i n t e r c o n n e c t ;  a t  n i g h t ,  
unde r  t h e  n o s e s  of S a l v a d o r a n s o l d i e r s .  

s m u g g l e r s  - c a n  s l i p  r i g h t  

The Whi te  House immedia t e ly  c h a r g e d  t h a t  t h e  H o u s e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  C o m m i t t e e ,  
by  i t s  a c t i o n ,  a p p e a r s  t o  condone N i c a r a g u a ' s  u s e  a s  a b a s e  f o r  C e n t r a l  
American i n s u r g e n c y .  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan c h a r g e d  t h a t  t h e  measure "was l i t e r -  
a l l y  t a k i n g  away t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  con- 
s t i t u t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . "  The P r e s i d e n t  a l so  s a i d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time 
why h e  f e e l s  c o v e r t  a i d  is sometimes n e c e s s a r y .  The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  needs  
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c h a n n e l  c o v e r t  a i d  t o  U.S.-backed g r o u p s  i n  C e n t r a l  
America, h e  s a i d ,  b e c a u s e  some n a t i o n s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  m i g h t  n o t  be  w i l l i n g  t o  
accept o v e r t  a s s i s t a n c e  o f f e r e d  for  t h e  same o b j e c t i v e .  

Mrs. K i r k p a t r i c k ' s  A n a l y s i s  

L a s t  n i g h t  i n  L o s  Ange le s  I had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h e a r  J e a n e  Ki rkpa t r ick ,  
U.S. Ambassador t o  t h e  Un i t ed  N a t i o n s ,  a d d r e s s  a World A f f a i r s  C o u n c i l  
d i n n e r .  Mrs. K i r k p a t r i c k  d i s c u s s e d  h e r  m u l t i - n a t i o n  t r i p  t o  t h e  e m b a t t l e d  
r e g i o n  t h i s  p a s t  F e b r u a r y ,  i n  w h i c h  s h e  had i n t i m a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  
p o l i t i c a l ,  b u s i n e s s  and l a b o r  u n i o n  l e a d e r s ,  The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  n e a r l y  
a lways  asked  h e r ,  s h e  s a i d ,  was "What a re  you Americans g o i n g  t o  d o  a b o u t  
i t ? " - - t h e  " i t"  r e f e r r i n q  t o  t h e  Communist i n s u r r e c t i o n s  t h r e a t e n i n q  t h e  
i s thmus .  
h e r e ? 'I 

O t h e r s  wou ld  ask: "Don ' t  you Americans u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  - o n  
- 
I f  Americans d o n ' t  know--or are  n o t  b e i n g  t o l d  by t h e  s t a n d a r d  news media-- 
t h e  S o v i e t s  c e r t a i n l y  know w h a t  t h e y ' r e  d o i n g ,  Mrs. Kirkpatrick explained. 
I n  Panama and Costa Rica,  t h e  s o f t e n i n g  up p r i o r  t o  i n s u r r e c t i o n  i s  w e l l  
underway, s a i d  t h e  Ambassador. I n  these t w o  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  a i r w a v e s  a r e  
s a t u r a t e d  w i t h  p ropaganda  from Radio  Venceremos, t h e  S a l v a d o r a n  g u e r r i l l a  
s t a t i o n .  I n  t h e  pas t  few y e a r s ,  700 young Costa R i c a n s  have  gone  t o  Cuba  
and t h e  S o v i e t  b l o c  o n  f u l l y - p a i d  e d u c a t i o n  s c h o l a r s h i p s .  Dur ing  t h e  same 
p e r i o d  o f  time none went  t o  t h e  U . S .  From Panama, 1 ,100  young p e o p l e  have  
r e c e i v e d  such  e d u c a t i o n ;  th ree  went  t o  t h e  U . S .  o n  s i m i l a r  no-expense 
terms. ( I t  r eminds  m e  o f  t h e  time when I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  a i rpor t  o u t s i d e  
Panama C i t y  i n  1968 on  a f l i g h t  from L o s  Ange le s .  Ahead of m e ,  a t  t h e  
c u s t o m s  i n s p e c t i o n ,  were s e v e r a l  Panamanian h i g h  school s t u d e n t s  r e t u r n i n g  
from a c o n f e r e n c e  i n  B u l g a r i a .  They had c o n n e c t e d  t h e  f l i g h t  i n  Guatamala 
C i t y .  I was amazed to  see t h e i r  s u i t c a s e s  s t u f f e d  w i t h  scores o f  Communist 
books,  p a m p h l e t s  and phonograph records.)  

M r .  N i x o n ' s  Somber Warning 

I n  a n  a r t i c l e  s p e c i a l l y  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  May 2 ,  1983 WALL STREET JOURNAL, 
former P r e s i d e n t  R i c h a r d  M. Nixon warned ,  under  t h e  t i t l e  "Don ' t  L e t  S a l -  
vador  Become Another  Vietnam" : 

T h e r e  are c h i l l i n g  p a r a l l e l s  be tween what is happen ing  i n  El S a l -  
vador  and what  happened i n  Vie tnam. . . .  Today, t he re  i s  s t r o n g  
s u p p o r t  i n  Congres s  fo r  mass ive  c u t b a c k s  i n  P r e s i d e n t  R e a g a n ' s  
arms reques t  for E l  S a l v a d o r .  Major a rgumen t s .  . . a r e  t h a t  t h e  
government  i s  c o r r u p t ,  r e p r e s s i v e  and i n e f f i c i e n t  and t h a t  by 
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a l i g n i n g  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  a l o s i n g  cause w e  may become mired i n  
a n o t h e r  V ie tnam.  Before mak in  t h a t  d e c i s i o n ,  C o n g r e s s  s h o u l d  
r e m i n d  i t se l f  -- o f  w h a t  h a p p d n  - Vie tnam.  

The  l a s t  A m e r i c a n  combat f o r c e s  l e f t  V i e t n a m  1 0  y e a r s  a g o  a f t e r  
t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  P a r i s  Peace Agreemen t  o n  J a n .  2 7 ,  1973 . . . .  
Be tween  1 9 7 3  and  1 9 7 5 ,  C o n g r e s s  c u t  t h e  arms b u d g e t  fo r  S o u t h  
V i e t n a m  b y  76%. The S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  o n  t h e  o ther  h a n d ,  d o u b l e d  i t s  
s h i p m e n t s  of arms to  N o r t h  V i e t n a m .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  i n  
1 9 7 5  t h e  N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e . . . r o l l e d  i n t o  S a i g o n .  

What followed ---- was o n e  of t h e  q r e a t  t r a g e d i e s  of h i s t o r y .  The  
" l i b e r a t o r s "  b r o u g h t  r u t h l e s s  t y r a n n y .  Under t h e  T h i e u  g o v e r n -  
men t  t h e r e  were some e l e c t i o n s ,  some o p p o s i t i o n ,  some freedom. 
N o w  t h e r e  is none . . . .  T h e r e  were n o  b o a t  p e o p l e  before t h e  com- 
m u n i s t s  took o v e r .  N o w  1 1 0 , 0 0 0  f l e e i n g  t h e i r  l i b e r a t o r s  h a v e  
drowned i n  t h e  C h i n a  Sea.  H u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  h a v e  b e e n  tor-  
t u r e d  a n d  k i l l e d  i n  " r e - e d u c a t i o n "  camps. I n  Cambodia a l o n e  o v e r  
t h r e e  m i l l i o n  h a v e  b e e n  m u r d e r e d  - a n d  s t a r v e d t o  - d e a t h . . . .  

T h e  choice now is c l ea r .  T h e  C o n g r e s s  c a n  a p p r o v e  P r e s i d e n t  
R e a g a n ' s  r e q u e s t  or r e d u c e  i t  below t h e  l e v e l  n e e d e d  by t h e  Sa l -  
v a d o r a n  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  g u e r r i l l a s .  I f  t h e y  oppose t h e  
p r e s i d e n t ' s  r e q u e s t  t h e y  c a n  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  a c t i o n  b y  p r o c l a i m i n g  
t h a t  t h e y  a re  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  from g e t t i n g  bogged  
down i n  a n o t h e r  V i e t n a m .  B u t  t h e y  c a n n o t  e s c a p e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l -  
ity for  w h a t  h a p p e n s  t h e r e a f t e r .  W m e  -- get - -  o u t f h e  c o m m u n i s t s  
w i l l  move i n . . . .  

-- 

-- 
--- 
A s  U . N .  Ambassador J e a n e  K i r k p a t r i c k  p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h e  most g e n e r -  
o u s  e x c u s e  for t h o s e  who c u t  a i d  t o  S o u t h  V i e t n a m  a t  a time when 
t h e  S o v i e t  Un ion  was i n c r e a s i n g  i t s  a i d  t o  N o r t h  V i e t n a m  was t h a t  
t h e y  d i d n ' t  know w h a t  would h a p p e n .  B u t  now the re  c a n  be n o  ex -  
c u s e s .  When t h e  red t i d e  o f  b l o o d  - a n d  s E l m s T e r t h e  --- 4.5 
m i l l i o n  people - -  of E l  S a l v a d o r  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
r e f u g e e s  clamor t o  come t o  t h e  U . S . ,  those who o p p o s e d  a d e q u a G  
a i d  t o  t h e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  g o v e r n m e n t  of E l  S a l v a d o r  w i l l  f r a n t i -  
c a l l y  t h r a s h  a r o u n d  l o o k i n q  fo r  someone e lse  t o  blame. B u t  t h e y  

----- 

---- 
w i l l - s e a r c h  elsewhere i n  v a i n .  
who is a t  f a u l t  i s  t o  l o o k  i n  t h e y i r r o r .  

A l l  t h e y  ------ w i l l  h a v e  t o  do  t o  see 
--- ----- 

What a n  i n d i c t m e n t  o f  U . S .  p o l i c y !  M i l l i o n s  of h a p l e s s  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n s  
face t h e  prospect of b e i n g  trapped i n s i d e  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  t y r a n n y  b e c a u s e  
t h e  U . S .  is  f e a r f u l  t o  ac t .  A d d i t i o n a l  h u n d r e d s  of thousands- -many 
m i l l i o n s  i f  Mex ico  is  o v e r r u n - - w i l l  head n o r t h ,  some a s  new " b o a t  people," 
i n t o  t h e  U . S .  i f  possible .  ( H o w  c o u l d  t h e  U . S .  p r e v e n t  i t ,  r e a l l y ? )  A s  
L o u i s  Gann of t h e  Hoover I n s t i t u t e  i n  S t a n f o r d  t o l d  m e  r e c e n t l y ,  i n s u r r e c -  
t i o n s  i n  C e n t r a l  America p r e s e n t  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  " s i d e  b e n e f i t "  for t h e  
S o v i e t  Un ion- - the  c h a n c e  t o  d i s r u p t  Amer ican  s o c i e t y  w i t h  t h e  s u d d e n  i n r u s h  
of m i l l i o n s  of f o r e i g n e r s .  

--Gene H. Hogberg ,  N e w s  B u r e a u  


