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REPORT FROM THE TREASURER'S OFFICE 
A p r i l  13, 1983 
I t h o u g h t  t h a t  I had a l r e a d y  done  a report  f o r  March, o n l y  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  
none had been  w r i t t e n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  is  a l i t t l e  l a t e  f o r  t h i s  month. I t  
seems l i k e  t h e  months r o l l  a round  so q u i c k l y  t h a t  i t ' s  h a r d  t o  keep  u p  w i t h  
e v e r y t h i n g .  

W e  ended t h e  month of March w i t h  o n l y  a 9.7 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  y e a r  t o  d a t e  
o v e r  t h e  same period f o r  1982. T h i s  is a l i t t l e  lower t h a n  we were d o i n g  
f o r  a w h i l e ,  b u t  s t i l l  a l i t t l e  above  budge t .  T h e  month o f  March was o n l y  
6.2 p e r c e n t  more, which b r o u g h t  t h e  o v e r a l l  a v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  y e a r  down from 
what  i t  had been.  

T h e r e  w a s  a 13.3 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  o f f e r i n g  o n  t h e  f i r s t  h o l y  d a y ,  and 
a 4.1 p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  o v e r  l a s t  y e a r .  The a v e r a g e  p e r  p e r s o n  
was $20.75, which was up c o n s i d e r a b l y  o v e r  l a s t  y e a r ' s  a v e r a g e  o f  $19.07. 

The second  h o l y  d a y ,  which a c t u a l l y  o c c u r r e d  t h i s  month r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  
March, showed a smaller i n c r e a s e  o f  8.9 percent,  b u t  t h e  a v e r a g e  p e r  p e r s o n  
was $21.74. N o  s e r v i c e s  were h e l d  i n  a few c h u r c h e s  b e c a u s e  o f  weather con-  
d i t i o n s ,  so p o s s i b l y  these p r e l i m i n a r y  c a l l - i n  f i g u r e s  migh t  b e  i n c r e a s e d  
somewhat . 
W e  a r e  s t i l l  hop ing  f o r  more s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e s ,  b u t  a s  y e t  t h e y  have  n o t  
m a t e r i a l i z e d .  W e  hope you w i l l  a l l  c o n t i n u e  y o u r  u r g e n t  p r a y e r s  i n  t h i s  

r e g a r d .  --Leroy N e f f ,  T r e a s u r e r  

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 
Sac ramen to  t o  Replace Squaw V a l l e y  F e a s t  S i t e  

A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  roo f  of B l y t h  Arena (see Apr i l  1, 1983 
PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT) ,  Squaw V a l l e y  became u n a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  C h u r c h  a s  
a Feast s i t e .  Immedia t e ly  w e  began  t o  c h e c k  o u t  s e v e r a l  p o s s i b l e  a l t e r n a t e  
s i tes  and c a n  now announce  t h a t  M r .  Armstrong h a s  approved  Sac ramen to ,  
C a l i f o r n i a  a s  a r e p l a c e m e n t  s i t e .  

W e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e s  of n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  c i t y  of Sacra- 
mento f o r  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  mee t ing  space and p a r k i n g .  The a r r a n g e m e n t s  s h o u l d  
b e  completed v e r y  soon.  

Those a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  fo rmer  Squaw V a l l e y  F e a s t  s i t e  w i l l  r e c e i v e  informa-  
t i o n  on  t h e  new s i t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  h o u s i n g ,  w i t h i n  two t o  t h r e e  w e e k s .  S i n c e  
w e  w i l l  be n e g o t i a t i n g  r a t e s  w i t h  t h e  h o u s i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  no one 
s h o u l d  make  r e s e r v a t i o n s  there  b e f o r e  w e  s e n d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  w i l l  f o l l o w  i n  t h e  WORLDWIDE NEWS and t h e  PASTOR GENERAL'S 
REPORT a s  s o o n  as  t h e y  become a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  F e s t i v a l  C o o r d i n a t i n g  Team. 
E v e r y o n e ' s  c o n t i n u e d  p r a y e r s  f o r  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  these a r r a n g e m e n t s  wou ld  
be a p p r e c i a t e d .  
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

Report From The N e t h e r l a n d s  P a s s o v e r  was c e l e b r a t e d  by t h e  f o u r  Dutch-  
l a n g u a g e  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  a t  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  p laces  i n  B e l g i u m  a n d  The N e t h e r -  
l a n d s ,  w i t h  190 people i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  T h i s  was a n  i n c r e a s e  of 9.8%. 

A l l  f o u r  C h u r c h e s  m e t  a t  o n e  place j u s t  o u t s i d e  U t r e c h t  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  f i r s t  
a n d  l a s t  d a y s  of U n l e a v e n e d  B r e a d .  God e n a b l e d  u s  t o  be together i n  o n e  
place a g a i n  a n d  b lessed  u s  w i t h  a most j o y o u s  feas t .  A t t e n d a n c e  o n  b o t h  
d a y s  i n c r e a s e d  1 4 . 2 %  compared t o  o n e  y e a r  a g o .  

Two d e a c o n s  were o r d a i n e d  o n  t h e  f i r s t  h o l y  d a y :  Mr. R i e n  K e r s t e n  f r o m  t h e  
B i l t h o v e n  C h u r c h ,  and  Mr. F r a n s  Peeters  from t h e  T i l b u r g  Church .  

The o f f e r i n g  o n  t h e  f i r s t  h o l y  d a y  amounted t o  a 27 .5% i n c r e a s e ,  a n d  t h e  
o f f e r i n g  o n  t h e  l a s t  h o l y  d a y  wa5 a 26 .5% i n c r e a s e .  T h i s  is a t r e m e n d o u s  
b l e s s i n g  for t h i s  area of God 's  Work .  

F o r  t h e  f i r s t  time i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  God's  Work i n  t h e  D u t c h - l a n g u a g e  area,  
o u r  PLAIN TRUTH (ECHTE WAARHEID) c i r c u l a t i o n  t h i s  month topped 6 0 , 0 0 0  sub-  
scr ibers'. 

W e  placed f l y e r s  i n  t h e  S a t u r d a y  e d i t i o n  o f  DE TELEGRAAF H o l l a n d ' s  l a r g e s t  
newspaper  and  i n  DE KAMPIOEN, t h e  m a g a z i n e  o f  t h e  Dutch  A u t o m o b i l e  Associa- 
t i o n .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  w e  r a n  a f u l l - p a g e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  o n  t h e  back c o v e r  
of DE AUTOTOERIST, t h e  m a g a z i n e  o f  t h e  B e l g i a n  A u t o m o b i l e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  

- T R O S  KOMPAS, o n e  o f  t h e  Dutch  TV g u i d e s .  

R e s p o n s e s  were a s  f o l l o w s :  DE TELEGRAAF--3.57% a t  $ 1 . 8 8 / r e s p o n s e ;  DE 
KAMPIOEN--0.9% a t  $ 4 , 7 0 / r e s p o n s e ;  DE AUTOTOERIST--0.45% a t  $ 0 . 8 l / r e s p o n s e ;  
TROS KOMPAS--0.32% a t  $ 1 . 7 9 / r e s p o n s e .  The newspaper  f l y e r  i n  DE TELEGRAAF 
g i v e s  us t h e  broadest e x p o s u r e  and  t h e  best r e s p o n s e .  

T o t a l  incoming mai l  t h i s  month was a p l u s  46%.  Income i n c r e a s e d  9 .32% y e a r  
t o  d a t e  a n d  12 .36% o v e r  March,  1 9 8 2 .  C h u r c h  a t t e n d a n c e  i n c r e a s e d  1 4 % .  

German O f f i c e  N e w s  The  h i g h l i g h t  of t h i s  month u n d o u b t e d l y  was t h e  oppor- 
t u n i t y  f o r  b r e t h r e n  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  German-speaking  a rea  t o  g a t h e r  to- 
g e t h e r  i n  f o u r  separate l o c a t i o n s  f o r  a few d a y s  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  
P a s s o v e r .  

B e c a u s e  s e r v i c e s  c a n  be h e l d  o n l y  twice a month i n  most C h u r c h  a reas  h e r e ,  
b r e t h r e n  h a v e  a l w a y s  come t o g e t h e r  f o r  a few d a y s  d u r i n g  t h e  S p r i n g  F e a s t .  
T h i s  y e a r  Church  members w e n t  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  l o c a t i o n s  S a t u r d a y ,  March 
26 a n d  r e t u r n e d  home a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  U n l e a v e n e d  Bread, T u e s d a y ,  
March 29,  

M r .  F r a n k  S c h n e e ,  r e g i o n a l  d i r e c t o r  o f  God's  Work i n  Germany, a l o n g  w i t h  
h i s  w i f e ,  was ab le  t o  s p e n d  some t i m e  i n  a l l  f o u r  F e s t i v a l  l o c a t i o n s .  M r .  
a n d  Mrs. S c h n e e  s p e n t  t h e  f i r s t  d a y ,  S a t u r d a y ,  i n  H a n k e n s b u t t e l ,  where  M r .  
S c h n e e  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  s e r v i c e .  H a n k e n s b u t t e l  is located i n  t h e  
s c e n i c  L u n e b u r g e r  Heide,  a b o u t  60  k i lome te r s  n o r t h e a s t  of Hannover .  As 
w i t h  a l l  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s ,  b r e t h r e n  s t a y e d  i n  h o t e l s  n e a r  t h e  s e r v i c e  h a l l .  
H a n k e n s b u t t e l  was h o s t  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 5 0  b r e t h r e n  f r o m  t h e  Hannover ,  
Hamburg a n d  B e r l i n  C h u r c h e s .  



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, APRIL 15 ,  1983  PAGE 3 

On Sunday,  March 27 ,  M r .  and  Mrs. Schnee  f l e w  f rom Hannover t o  F r a n k f u r t  t o  
c o n d u c t  t h e  morning s e r v i c e  i n  E l t v i l l e ,  which i s  60 km n o r t h w e s t  of Frank-  
f u r t .  E l t v i l l e  is c a l l e d  t h e  " s u g a r  b a s i n  o f  German w h i t e  w ines . "  Two 
hundred  t e n  members o f  t h e  Bonn, D u s s e l d o r f  and Darms tad t  Churches  were 
g u e s t s  i n  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  wine-growing r e g i o n  a l o n g  t h e  Rhine  R i v e r .  

On Sunday a f t e r n o o n ,  Mr. and  Mrs. Schnee  l e f t  F r a n k f u r t  t o  f l y  t o  T i t i s ee ,  
w h i c h  is  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  renowned B l a c k  F o r e s t .  A s  w i t h  H a n k e n s b u t t e l ,  t h e  
s e r v i c e  h a l l  i n  T i t i see  i s  s i t u a t e d  by a l a k e ,  w i t h  a rear  v i ew of t h e  moun- 
t a i n s  and f o r e s t .  T i t i see  was h o s t  t o  180 people from t h e  Z u r i c h ,  Base1 and  
S t u t t g a r t  Churches .  Mr. Schnee  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  P a s s o v e r  s e r v i c e  Sunday 
e v e n i n g .  

The n e x t  morn ing ,  Monday, was s p e n t  i n  T i t i see ,  w h e r e  Mr. Schnee  g a v e  t h e  
sermon. I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  b o t h  M r .  and  Mrs. Schnee  f l e w  on  t o  S e e k i r c h e n ,  
A u s t r i a  f o r  t h e  N i g h t  t o  b e  Much Observed  and  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  of Unleav- 
ened  Bread .  S e e k i r c h e n ,  n e a r  a l a k e ,  is located a b o u t  1 2  krn east  of 
S a l z b u r g  and  h o s t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  135 b r e t h r e n  f rom t h e  S a l z b u r g ,  V ienna ,  
Munich and Nuremburg Churches .  

T h i s  month t h e  incoming mail showed a d e c r e a s e  compared t o  1982 ,  m a i n l y  
b e c a u s e  a d v e r t i s i n g  h a s n ' t  s t a r t e d  y e t  t h i s  y e a r .  Our d o n a t i o n  mai l ,  how- 
e v e r ,  showed a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  e i g h t  p e r c e n t  o v e r  March of l a s t  y e a r .  The  
number o f  booklets  s e n t  o u t  t h i s  month h a s  i n c r e a s e d  26% compared t o  March 
1982.  

T h e  t o t a l  income for t h e  y e a r  t o  d a t e  showed a 29.5% i n c r e a s e  o v e r  l a s t  
y e a r .  Our h o l y  d a y  o f f e r i n g  f o r  b o t h  t h e  f i r s t  and l a s t  d a y s  o f  Unleavened '  
Bread  showed a 13.5% i n c r e a s e  o v e r  last y e a r .  

A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Second M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Proqram 

Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong:  

A f f e c t i o n a t e  g r e e t i n g s  f rom C e n t r a l  America! I t  was v e r y  i n s p i r -  
i n g  t o  l i s t e n  t o  you for t w o  and o n e - h a l f  h o u r s ,  d u r i n g  which 
time you e x h o r t e d  us t o  g o  f o r t h  w i t h  t h i s  g r e a t  job which has 
b e e n  commissioned t o  no  o n e  e x c e p t  t h o s e  whom God h a s  c a l l e d  t o  
c a r r y  i t  o u t .  A s  co-workers w i t h  you (God ' s  apostle i n  t h i s  2 0 t h  
c e n t u r y ) ,  o u r  j o b  is t h e  p r o c l a i m i n g  of t h e  good news of t h e  
gove rnmen t  of God and t e a c h i n g  t h e  Church t h e  t r u t h s  w h i c h  w i l l  
prepare i t  as  t h e  f u t u r e  b r i d e  o f  C h r i s t .  As you e x p l a i n e d ,  t o  
c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  j o b  p r o p e r l y  i t  is n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a l l  o f  u s  who a re  
l a b o r e r s  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d  i n  o r d e r  to  t e a c h  t h e  Church .  

I t  is f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  i n s p i r i n g  R e f r e s h i n g  Program i s  so 
s t u p e n d o u s .  I n  t h i s  way w e  l e a r n  from God t h r o u g h  you and  a l s o  
t h r o u g h  t h o s e  who h a v e  s e r v e d  u s  as  t e a c h e r s ,  w i t h  o n e  v o i c e .  
Thank you v e r y  much, M r .  Armst rong ,  f o r  s h a r i n g  t h e s e  b l e s s i n g s  
w i t h  a l l  o f  y o u r  s o n s  i n  Jesus C h r i s t !  

H e r b e r t  and  C o n c h i t a  C i s n e r o s  

Dear Mr. Tkach: 

Thank you o n c e  a g a i n  f o r  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  R e f r e s h -  
i n g  Program. My w i f e  and  I were t r u l y  i n s p i r e d  and  e n c o u r a g e d  by 
a l l  t h e  l e c t u r e s ,  f i l m s  and  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  A s  o n e  o f  t h e  
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m i n i s t e r s  p u t  i t ,  "The b e s t  way t o  examine  y o u r s e l f  b e f o r e  P a s s -  
o v e r  is to  a t t e n d  t h e  MRP." We saw t h e  u r g e n c y  t o  m a k e  f u l l  proof 
o f  o u r  m i n i s t r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  h e l p  those whom God h a s  
c a l l e d .  

As u s u a l ,  t h e  campus was b e a u t i f u l ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  were f r i e n d l y ,  
and  t h e  atmosphere r e f l e c t e d  p e a c e  and harmony. W e  e n j o y e d  t h e  
f e l l o w s h i p  and a l l  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  g i v e n  to  u s - - i n c l u d i n g  ea t -  
i n g  i n  F a c u l t y  Din ing .  

One t h i n g  w e  want  t o  men t ion :  there  is someth ing  spec ia l  a b o u t  
t h e  S a b b a t h  a t  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  W e  n o t i c e d  and  s e n s e d  a f e e l i n g  o f  
t r a n q u i l i t y  and  j o y .  The  e n v i r o n m e n t  r e a l l y  a d d s  t o  t h e  meaning 
of t h e  S a b b a t h .  Again ,  t h a n k s  f o r  a l l  you and  t h e  o t h e r  i n s t r u c -  
t o r s  d i d  t o  m a k e  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  s e s s i o n  most memorable. 

J o h n  and  S u s a n  Foster 
Dear Mr. Tkach: 

Thanks f o r  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  w e  were g i v e n  to  a t t e n d  o u r  s econd  
MirYisterial R e f r e s h i n g  Program. I t  was a v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  and  
p r o f i t a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  u s .  

I s t a r t e d  working  f o r  t h e  Work i n  t h e  mailroom i n  1 9 5 6 ,  and com- 
p a r i n g  t h e n  t o  now is a s t o u n d i n g !  I t  h a s  b e e n  a p l e a s u r e  t o  h a v e  
had  a d i r e c t  p a r t  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  Work s i n c e  t h a t  time. Aga in ,  
t h a n k s  v e r y  much fo r  e v e r y t h i n g .  

N o r v e l  and  Alvah P y l e  
Dear M r .  T k a c h :  

P l e a s e  pass  a l o n g  o u r  g r e a t  b i g  thank  you f o r  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  
Program t o  M r .  H e r b e r t  W. Armstrong and  t o  a l l  o f  those, 
i n c l u d i n g  y o u r s e l f ,  who worked so h a r d  and  p u t  so much t h o u g h t  
and e f f o r t  i n t o  making i t  s u c h  a s u c c e s s .  

What c a n  be s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  Program? A l l  t h e  s u p e r l a t i v e s  seem t o  
h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  used  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  i t ,  and  t h e y  a re  a l l  v a l i d .  
The p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  mater ia l ,  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a t m o s p h e r e ,  accommoda- 
t i o n s ,  f o o d - - i t  was a l l  t r emendous  and  v e r y  much a p p r e c i a t e d .  

I would l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  f o r  me p e r s o n a l l y ,  t h e  program had  a v e r y  
p o s i t i v e  impact i n  " r e c h a r g i n g  my b a t t e r i e s . "  I t  i n s p i r e d  and  
m o t i v a t e d  me t o  draw closer t o  God and  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  my r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  w i t h  H i m .  I t  a l so  g a v e  m e  mater ia l  which I a l r e a d y  h a v e  used  
t o  h e l p  o t h e r s  d o  t h e  same. From t h e  f e e d b a c k  I h a v e  r e c e i v e d  so 
f a r ,  i t  appears t h a t  i t  h a s  and w i l l  h e l p  o thers  too. Thank you 
a l l  a g a i n  f o r  a v e r y  g r e a t  Program. 

R i c h a r d  and  B e t t y  Duncan 
--Joe Tkach,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

Why Church P u b l i c a t i o n s  Are N o t  D i s t r i b u t e d  a t  S e r v i c e s  

From t i m e  t o  time, members s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  W o r k ' s  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  
The PLAIN TRUTH, The GOOD NEWS, The WORLDWIDE NEWS, YOUTH 83,  e tc .  , be 
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d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  e a c h  loca l  Church a r e a  a t  S a b b a t h  s e r v i c e s .  
W h i l e  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  may seem t o  h a v e  meri t ,  w e  would l i k e  
t o  e x p l a i n  why i t  would n o t  be  p r a c t i c a l  or economica l .  

The log is t ics  and  s e t u p  of s u c h  a s y s t e m  would b e  v e r y ' i n v o l v e d  and compli- 
ca t ed - -bo th  h e r e  i n  Pasadena  and o n  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  end  a t  i n d i v i d u a l  
Churches .  The c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  c o u n t i n g ,  p a c k a g i n g  and  o t h e r  p r e p a r a t i o n  

labor ,  time and  materials.  
s h i p p i n g  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  would become a mammoth p r o j e c t - - t y i n g  up 

A d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m  would a l so  be  r e q u i r e d  f o r  e a c h  c h u r c h .  A d e s i g n a t e d  
member would h a v e  t o  keep t rack  o f  t h e  number o f  each p u b l i c a t i o n  needed  
f rom month t o  month and record who d i d  or d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  a g i v e n  i s s u e .  
T h i s  would e n t a i l  a g r e a t  d e a l  of w o r k  o n  t h e  S a b b a t h .  O t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  
p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v e  w a i t i n g  i n  l o n g  l i n e s  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  m a g a z i n e s ,  t h e  temp- 
t a t i o n  t o  read them d u r i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  and  p o s s i b l y  e v e n  l e a v i n g  them beh ind!  

A l s o ,  members who c a n n o t  a t t e n d  s e r v i c e s  r e g u l a r l y  or who become i l l  or 
v i s i t  a n o t h e r  Church area m i g h t  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  w e e k s .  
E x t r a  copies c o u l d  b e  s e n t  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  v i s i t o r s ,  however ,  there  
would u n d o u b t e d l y  b e  e i t h e r  s h o r t a g e s  or s u r p l u s  copies t h a t  would b e  d i s -  
c a r d e d .  

C u r r e n t l y ,  o u r  month ly  p u b l i c a t i o n s  are  m a i l e d  t o  a l l  s u b s c r i b e r s  a t  once-- 
i n c l u d i n g  coworkers and r e g u l a r s  a s  w e l l  as  members. Making o n e  l a r g e  
m a i l i n g  e n a b l e s  u s  t o  maximize t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  o u r  computer  f i l i n g  s y s t e m  
and  z i p  c o d e  s o r t i n g ,  which speeds d e l i v e r y .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  e a c h  maga- 
z i n e  is i n d i v i d u a l l y  a d d r e s s e d  t o  those who ' s u b s c r i b e  t o  i t ,  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  
e v e r y o n e  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  r e c e i v e s  h i s  p e r s o n a l  copy .  Most items are  s e n t  by 
special  b u l k  mail r a t e s ,  a v a i l a b l e  o n l y  t o  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  These  
a r e  s t i l l  q u i t e  economica l - - a t  p r e s e n t  j u s t  5.2e per piece.  P a c k a g e s  of 
t h e  s i z e  and  w e i g h t  t h a t  would b e  needed  f o r  loca l  Church d i s t r i b u t i o n  
would n o t  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e s e  r educed  ra tes .  

C l e a r l y ,  o u r  c u r r e n t  d e l i v e r y  method is t h e  most e f f i c i e n t  and  cost e f f e c -  
t i v e  way t o  d i s p e n s e  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  t h e  b r e t h r e n .  

T i t h e  P a y e r s  R e c e i v e  Employment B l e s s i n g s  

Al though many members h a v e  f a c e d  tests and  t r i a l s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  
employment,  most e v e n t u a l l y  h a v e  been  b l e s s e d  w i t h  f i n e  j o b s .  They h a v e  
found t h a t  i f  t h e y  f a i t h f u l l y  t i t h e  and look t o  God t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e i r  
n e e d s ,  H e  does p r o v i d e - - o f t e n  i n  u n e x p e c t e d  and  d r a m a t i c  ways. The f o l l o w -  
i n g  l e t t e r s  show some e x c e p t i o n a l  j o b  b l e s s i n g s .  

Today,  my wife  and I are  s e n d i n g  o u r  f i r s t  t i t h e  c h e c k .  I t  i s n ' t  
a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  a l o t  o f  people 's .  
However, w e  f e e l  i t ' s  n o t e w o r t h y ,  b e c a u s e  amid t h e  bad economy 
and j o b  l a y o f f s  o f  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  same t r a d e  working  r i g h t  b e s i d e  
u s ,  w e  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  h a v e  a good income and  s t e a d y  w o r k .  

I have  been  employed i n  t h e  l o g g i n g  i n d u s t r y  h e r e  i n  Oregon f o r  
some t w e l v e  y e a r s .  I n  t h i s  t r a d e  i t  i s  normal  t o  lose a f e w  
m o n t h ' s  w o r k  e a c h  y e a r .  However, f o r  t h e  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s  I h a v e  
had s t e a d y  w o r k  and  e v e n  t u r n e d  down some j o b s .  The  pay  h a s  
s t a y e d  t h e  same, b u t  w i t h  c o n t i n u o u s  w o r k ,  my income h a s  grown by 
some 1 5  p e r c e n t  per y e a r .  O f  t h a t  income,  God ' s  t i t h e  is  
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paramoun t ,  h e n c e  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s e .  My w i f e  and  I a r e  
v e r y  t h a n k f u l  t o  t h e  One r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s - - t h e  g r e a t  God. 

Mr. & Mrs. B.K. (Banks ,  OR) 

God h a s  b l e s s e d  me so g r e a t l y  r e c e n t l y - - i n c l u d i n g  a good job 
which I s t a r t e d  mid-February .  I w a s n ' t  s c h e d u l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  my 
f i r s t  c h e c k  u n t i l  March 15 ,  b u t  d u e  t o  a c h a n g e  i n  company p o l i c y  
I r e c e i v e d  a f u l l  pay  c h e c k  a f t e r  o n l y  t w o  w e e k s  o f  w o r k - - j u s t  i n  
t i m e  t o  p a y  t h e  r e n t  on  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  month.  God r e a l l y  looks 
o u t  f o r  u s  when w e  are  w i l l i n g  t o  s t e p  o u t  and p u t  our l i v e s  i n  
H i s  hands .  

D.B. ( V i s a l i a ,  CA) 

I p r a y e d  and  asked for  a f i n a n c i a l  b l e s s i n g  t o  p r o v e  t o  my 
d a u g h t e r  who l i v e s  w i t h  m e  t h a t  God d o e s  b l e s s  f o r  t i t h i n g  f a i t h -  
f u l l y .  Well, H e  c e r t a i n l y  h a s  opened  t h e  s t o r e h o u s e s  of heaven .  
I s t a r t  a new job t o d a y  a t  $4 ,000  a y e a r  more, w i t h  much less 
p r e s s u r e  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  one .  Y e s ,  God d o e s  keep H i s  promises 
and  b l e s s e s  t h o s e  w h o  seek H i m  and  H i s  ways. Thank you f o r  t h e  
t r u , t h ,  for otherwise I would n e v e r  know t h i s .  

Y.B. ( W e s t m i n s t e r ,  CA) 

A f t e r  t w o  y e a r s  o f  b e i n g  unemployed,  and  e v e n  a f t e r  I had ex- 
h a u s t e d  a l l  the p o t e n t i a l  p laces  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  had  a j o b  open- 
i n g ,  a j o b  came u p  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  e v e n  a p p l y  f o r .  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  I 
had a c h a n c e  t o  l a n d  i t .  B u t  a f t e r  two i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t h e  
company r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  I go t  t h e  j o b ,  i n  sp i t e  o f  t h e  s t ack  o f  
a p p l i c a t i o n s !  T h i s  was t w o  w e e k s  a f t e r  t h e  F e a s t ,  and  a l so  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  o u r  t h i r d  t i t h e  y e a r .  God c a n  r e a l l y  p r o v i d e !  

L.M. ( P e r u ,  I N )  

Having l o s t  my j o b  r e c e n t l y  ( d u e  t o  lack o f  wisdom and  d i s c r e t i o n  
o n  my p a r t ) ,  I wanted t o  l e a r n  f rom t h e  mistake I made. Soon 
a f t e r w a r d ,  I was g i v e n  a t i p  c o n c e r n i n g  a p o s s i b l e  j o b  which p a i d  
n e a r l y  twice as  much a s  t h e  o the r ,  and  which had o t h e r  d e s i r a b l e  
p o i n t s .  I was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  my p u r s u i t  and was g i v e n  t h e  j o b  o v e r  
t h e  phone.  To top t h a t  o f f ,  I a l so  was ab le  t o  h e l p  a younger  
Church member s e c u r e  h i s  v e r y  f i r s t  job--what a t h r i l l i n g  t h i n g  
t o  happen!  

When w e  a r r i v e d ,  I a s k e d  my new b o s s  i f  h e ' d  be  bu rdened  by o u r  
t a k i n g  S a t u r d a y s  o f f  e a c h  w e e k .  H e  t h e n  i n q u i r e d  o u r  r e a s o n  f o r  
s u c h  a need.  My r e p l y  was, "Well, s i r ,  w e  a t t e n d  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e s  
and  d o  n o t  work on t h a t  day.' ' H e  t h e n  a s k e d  o u r  C h u r c h ' s  name. 
When I told him t h e  Worldwide Church of God h e  e x c l a i m e d ,  "Yeah, 
now I know t h a t  I c a n  t r u s t  you. My w i f e  h a s  b e e n  a member of 
t h a t  Church for  o v e r  20 y e a r s - - t h e y ' v e  g o t  a l o t  o f  r e a l l y  f i n e  
people i n  t h a t  Church ,  f i n e  people!" A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  s t r u g g l i n g  
t o  close my g a p i n g  mouth w h i l e  h e  phoned h i s  w i f e  t o  t e l l  h e r  
a b o u t  a l l  t h i s ,  I came to  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  r e a l i z a t i o n ,  y e t  o n c e  
a g a i n ,  t h a t  God, our God, is fabulous- -add  t o  t h a t ,  g r e a t  a n d  
g r a c i o u s .  

P.T. ( A t l a n t a ,  GA) 

W e  asked f o r  p r a y e r s  a few months a g o  f o r  o u r  s o n  who was u n a b l e  
t o  keep a j o b  b e c a u s e  of t h e  S a b b a t h .  , A f t e r  t h e  F e a s t  o f  1 9 8 2 ,  h e  
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was offered a job in his trade as an electrician and has the Sab- 
bath and holy days off. Thank you all, and above all we thank God 
for intervening on his behalf. 

Mr. & Mrs. G.K. (Hazleton, PA) 

After hearing your sermon at the first of the year, I realized 
there were things I needed to do. I went job hunting again and in 
no time found one. I now work when I can and do not have to worry 
about getting off for the holy days because I schedule my own 
hours. Now isn't that the kind of job to have? 

A.O. (Jonesboro, CA) 
--Richard Rice, Mail Processing Center 

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

CHICAGO ELECTION; THE "AIDS" SUPER-EPIDEMIC America's second largest City 
now bas joined Los Angeles, Detroit and about 210 other  c i t i e s ,  large and 
small, with having a black mayor. It was inevitable, given the massive 
black influx into Chicago from the South since the end of World War I1 and 
subsequent population growth. Blacks now comprise roughly 40% of the 
city's pbpulation. 

The victory by former U.S. Congressman Harold Washington was accomplished 
by an unprecedented voter registration drive and election-day turnout in 
the inner city black wards, where he received almost 100% bloc support. But 
Washington needed--and received--heavy support from Chicago's growing His- 
panic community and enough (nearly half) of the crucial white liberal pro-. 
fessional vote to put him over. (Washington's opponent, Republican Bernard 
Epton himself is a white liberal, which made it difficult for Chicago's 
conservative white ethnic groups, such as the Irish and Poles, to vote for 
him.) Washington received about 2 0 %  of the total white vote. 

The election has implications for both the Democratic and Republican 
parties on the national level. Increasingly, the Democratic Party is be- 
coming a coalition of blacks, Hispanics and white liberals coupled with 
labor union leadership. Blacks, in fact, are now the party's base. The 
Republicans, on the other hand, are becoming a "white only" party, depend- 
ing upon traditionally Democratic white blue-collar cross-over votes at 
election time. Current polls show almost no strength for President Reagan 
among blacks--as opposed to 1960 when Republican candidate Richard Nixon 
garnered nearly a third of black votes. 

Mr. Washington's victory in the campaign was achieved despite his allegedly 
questionable background. On the day before the April 12 election, the WALL 
STREET JOURNAL commented: 

The prospect of a Washington victory has electrified and united 
blacks of all walks of life and neighborhoods. "There's only one 
issue for the voters in my ward this year,'' says black alderman 
William Barnett: "The chance to have a black mayor." 

Mr. Washington's legal record has...received considerable pub- 
licity. In 1972, he was briefly jailed after being convicted of 
failing to file income tax forms for four years, and in 1970 he 
was suspended from legal practice after failing to provide ser- 
vices that five clients had already paid for. Today he frankly 
admits his mistakes.... 
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I n  social  p o l i c y ,  M r .  Washington ,  6 0 ,  - -  is a v e r y  l i b e r a l  Democrat. 
H e  h a s . . . a  two-year r e c o r d  i n  C o n g r e s s  a s  a c o n s i s t e n t  opponen t  
of c u t s  i n  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y ,  food stamps, school l u n c h e s ,  college 
l o a n s ,  c o s t - o f - l i v i n g  a d j u s t m e n t s  f o r  f e d e r a l  employees ,  and gov- 
e rnmen t  soc i a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  g e n e r a l . .  . . For Ch icago ,  M r .  Washing- 
t o n  ca l l s  f o r  expanded p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  - and i n v e s t m e n t s . .  . . How- 
e v e r  a t t r a c t i v e  these programs m i g h t  be, - t h e  q u e s t i o n  a r i s e s  
a b o u t  -- who w i l l  pay - f o r  them, coming o n  t o p  o f  a Ch icago  b u d g e t  
a l r e a d y  a t  l e a s t  $80 m i l l i o n  t o  $90 m i l l i o n  i n  d e f i c i t  t h i s  
y e a r . . . .  [ I f  t axes  o n  b u s i n e s s  and p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  a re  in -  
c r e a s e d ,  t h e  f l i g h t  o f  i n d u s t r y  and w h i t e  r e s i d e n t s  w i l l  accel- 
erate .  I 
M r .  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  p l a n s  f o r  a c i v i l i a n  pol ice  r e v i e w  b o a r d  h a v e  
g a l v a n i z e d  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  and h i s  opponen t s . .  . . T h e  p roposed  
r e v i e w  boa rd  a p p e a r s  t o  be  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  r e a s o n  t h a t  w h i t e  
p o l i c e m e n  have  become one  o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  Ep ton  
campaign.  

I n  t h e  d a y s  r u n n i n g  u p  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  t e l e v i s i o n  network news concen-  
t r a t e d  h e a v i l y  o n  t h e  emot ion-charged  race i s sue  and  t h e  o f t e n  c r u d e  cam- 
p a i g n  s l o g a n e e r i n g .  But  t h e  l a r g e l y  l i b e r a l  r e p o r t e r s  g a v e  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  
t h a t  racism proceeded  from o n e  s i d e  o n l y .  The A p r i l  1 5  NATIONAL REVIEW ex-  
amined ( b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n )  t h e  b l i n d s p o t  t h a t  l i b e r a l s  h a v e  o n  issues  
r ac i a l .  

The f i n e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e i n g  advanced  by l i b e r a l s  is t h a t  t h e r e  is 
a b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween r a c i a l  p r i d e  and r a c i a l  h a t e ,  be tween 
v o t i n g  for and v o t i n g  a g a i n s t  .... L i b e r a l i s m  t h r i v e s  i n  g r e a t  
p a r t  by i n t e n s i f y i n g  g r o u p  l o y a l t y  among m i n o r i t i e s  w h i l e  unde r -  
min ing  i t  among t h e  m a j o r i t y .  B e  t h a t  a s  i t  may, t h e  w h i t e  
r e a c t i o n  is p r o b a b l y  due less t o  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  race t h a n  t~ t h e  
way h e  e x p l o i t s  i t .  H e  l acks  t h e  b l a n d  b u t  r e a s s u r i n g  s t y l e  of a 
Thomas B r a d l e y  [mayor  o f  Los Angeles l  or a n  Edward Brooke [former 
S e n a t o r  f rom M a s s a c h u s e t t s l  , e a c h  o f  whom c o u l d  p e r s u a d e  w h i t e  
v o t e r s  t h a t  h e  was t h e i r  k i n d  o f  guy.  Haro ld  Washington  a p p a r -  
e n t l y  h a s  n o t  c o n v i n c e d ,  or  t r i e d  to  c o n v i n c e ,  C h i c a g o ' s  w h i t e  
v o t e r s  t h a t  h e  w i l l  s t r i c t l y  s u b o r d i n a t e  race t o  a more g e n e r a l  
c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  weal. 

The Chicago e l e c t i o n  h a s  a n a t i o n a l  impact g i v e n  t h e  growing  numbers and 
i n f l u e n c e  o f  n o t  o n l y  b l a c k  Americans b u t  o t h e r  m i n o r i t i e s  upon U.S.  
s o c i e t y  (Deuteronomy 2 8 : 4 3 ) .  B l a c k  l e a d e r s  s u c h  a s  Jesse J a c k s o n  have  been  
o r g a n i z i n g  t o  nomina te  a b l a c k  f o r  p r e s i d e n t  a t  t h e  upcoming 1984 D e m o -  
c r a t i c  P a r t y  c o n v e n t i o n .  I t  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  s u c h  a move would s u c -  
c e e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  (and t h e  Democrats m i g h t  n o t  s u c c e e d  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  i f  
Mr. Reagan c h o o s e s  t o  run  a g a i n ) .  B u t  i n  1988? 

I t  is a t e m p t a t i o n  f o r  any  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p ,  h a v i n g  been  i n  t h e  background and 
w i t h o u t  p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t ,  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  i ts  own i n t e r e s t s  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of 
t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  and c o n c e r n s  o f  o t h e r  g r o u p s  l a r g e  and small. Mr. J a c k s o n ,  
f o r  example i n  c a l l i n g  f o r  a black p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a c y ,  a r g u e s  t h a t  i t  
s h o u l d  b e  b u i l t  o n  "an agenda  t h a t  grows o u t  o f  t h e  b l a c k  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  
America.'' The Democratic P a r t y ,  h e  a d d s ,  s h o u l d  be t u r n e d  i n t o  a "coal i -  
t i o n  o f  t h e  r e j e c t e d - - t h e  r e a l  s i l e n t  m a j o r i t y . ' '  

Thus ,  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  (1988 i f  n o t  1984)  t h e  n a t i o n  c o u l d  p a s s  t h r o u g h  e v e n  
g r e a t e r  p o l i t i c a l  and social  d e v i s i v e n e s s .  
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"AIDS"--Explosive "Gay Plague" Becomes Public Health Menace #1 

Virtually overnight a lethal fast-acting degenerative disease has lept into 
the medical headlines. "AIDS" --Acqu ired Immune De f ic ie ncy Syndrome-- i s 
devastating America's homosexual population and threatening to spread via 
so-called "bisexuals" into the promiscuous heterosexual society. Intra- 
venous drug users and hemophiliacs who rely on a freeze-dried clotting 
agent derived from blood plasma are also highly susceptible. So too, 
curiously, are Haitian immigrants to the U.S. (The disease is apparently 
spread from victim to victim via bodily fluids such as blood, saliva and 
semen.) 

In a particularly noxious side-effect, "gay" leaders are protesting 
attempts by blood-donation organizations to screen out homosexuals. They 
are screaming "discrimination." They would apparently rather have innocent 
parties contract the disease than for donors to be asked to reveal their 
sexual orientation when giving blood. 

It is among gays that the epidemic is most prevalent, taking the wind out of 
the flamboyant life-style in which many have engaged, similar to the way 
herpes has deflated the sexual revolution. However, herpes is rarely, if 
ever fatal. AIDS nearly always is. 

Here are some excerpts from the lengthy cover story "The AIDS Epidemic" 
which appeared in the April 18, 1983 issue of NEWSWEEK: 

Since it came into public view in 1981, derisively called "The 
Gay Plague," AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) , which 
ravages the body's immune system, has stricken 1,300 Americans-- 
more than half of them in the last year. And there is no cure in 
sight,. . . 
The death toll to date--489--is far higher than the combined 
fatalities from Legionnaire's disease and toxic shock syndrome. 
Fewer -- than 14 percent of AIDS victims have survived more than 
three yearsd after being diagnosed, and no victim has recovered 
fully. [Vlctims often die of Kaposi's Sarcoma, a type of skin 
cancer. AIDS is, in effect, a "set-up" disease which annihilates 
the body's immune system, leaving the victim prey to KS or other 
terminating agents. 1 

The lethal disease, first reported in the homosexual communities 
of New Y o r k ,  Los Angeles and San Francisco, has spread to 35 
states and 16 foreign countries, including France, Germany and 
Denmark. And although gay men still account for 72 percent of 
cases, AIDS seems to be moving into the o ulation at l a r g e .  
First. intravenous drucr users of both sexes t en- Haitian immi- F-K---  

- -  
grants, and more recently the sex partners and children of both 
groups have been afflicted. Hemophiliacs and at least one recip- 
ient of a routine blood transfusion have also been stricken. And 
then there are those who fall into no apparent category, 

"AS the months go by, we see more and more groups," says Dr. 
Anthony Fauci of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases. "AIDS -- is creeping out of well-defined epidemiological 
confines I population groups]." According to Dr. Jeffrey Koplan, 
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a p u b l i c  h e a l t h  e x p e r t  a t  t h e  U . S .  C e n t e r s  f o r  Disease C o n t r o l  i n  
A t l a n t a ,  Ga. , -- AIDS w i l l  b e g i n  a p p e a r i n q  w i t h  g rea t e r  f r e q u e n c y  
among h e t e r o s e x u a l s  a s  t h e  epidemic grows. And g rowth  - -  is o n e  
t h i n g  most AIDS r e s e a r c h e r s  seem s u r e  o f :  by t h e  end of t h i s  
y e a r ,  predicts  D r .  James C u r r a n ,  head  o f  C D C ' s  A I D S  T a s k  F o r c e ,  
t h e r e  w i l l  be more t h a n  2 , 0 0 0  cases. " I t  has c a u g h t  eve rybody  by 
s u r p r i s e , "  s a y s  D r .  Abe Macher o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  of 
H e a l t h .  "Tex tbooks  a re  b e i n g  r e w r i t t e n .  We're o b s e r v i n g  the 
e v o l u t i o n  o f  a new d i s e a s e . "  

-- 
--- 

- - -  
The g a y s  who [ i n i t i a l l y ]  g o t  AIDS, i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  had o f t e n  had 
many ... s e x u a l  c o n t a c t s  ( a  l i f e t i m e  a v e r a g e  o f  1 , 1 0 0  p a r t n e r s )  .... 
Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e y  had a l s o  p l a y e d  h o s t  t o  more f r e q u e n t  
b o u t s  o f  i n f e c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  common v e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e s  l i k e  
s y p h i l i s ,  g o n o r r h e a  and h e r p e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c l u s t e r  o f  v i r a l ,  
b a c t e r i a l  and  p a r a s i t i c  d i s o r d e r s  t h a t  m a k e  u p  what  is  known a s  
t h e  "gay bowel  syndrome."  

Among g a y s ,  s e x u a l  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  A I D S  is almost a c e r t a i n t y  .... Mapping these  s e x u a l  h i s t o r i e s  r e v e a l e d  a n  ominous p a t t e r n :  - t h e  i n c u b a t i o n  period f o r  AIDS ( t h e  time be tween  i n f e c t i o n  and  
t h e  o n s e t  o f  symptoms) v a r i e s  f rom 5 few months ---- t o  more t h a n  t w o  
y e a r s .  I f ,  l i k e  many d i s e a s e s ,  A I D S  t u r n s  o u t  t o  b e  c o n t a g i o u s  
d u r i n g  t h i s  " l a t e n t "  s t a g e ,  n e x t  y e a r ' s  vict ims--who may be f e e l -  
i n g  p e r f e c t l y  h e a l t h y  today--could unknowingly  be  i n f e c t i n g  hun- 
d r e d s  or e v e n  t h o u s a n d s  o f  o t h e r s .  

I n t r a v e n o u s  d r u g  u s e r s  make  u p  t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  c a t e g o r y  of 
AIDS v i c t i m s ,  w i t h  more t h a n  1 6  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  cases. Not 
a l l  a r e  a d d i c t s ,  e x p l a i n s  D r .  G e r a l d  H. F r i e d l a n d ,  who h a s  
t r e a t e d  more t h a n  50 o f  t h e s e  p a t i e n t s  a t  M o n t e f i o r e  Hospi ta l  i n  
t h e  Bronx,  N.Y.  Some u s e  t h e  d r u g s  r e c r e a t i o n a l l y ,  h e  e x p l a i n s ,  
" b u t  ' t h e y  p r o b a b l y  a l l  s h a r e d  n e e d l e s . "  Accord ing  to  o n e  young 
AIDS s u f f e r e r  who u s e d  t o  s h o o t  h e r o i n  and  c o c a i n e  twice a w e e k ,  
t h e  same n e e d l e  m i g h t  "hang a r o u n d  f o r  t h r e e  or f o u r  w e e k s "  i n  
o n e  o f  t h e  " s h o o t i n g  g a l l e r i e s "  where  a d d i c t s  c o n g r e g a t e . .  . . Some 
r e s e a r c h e r s  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  AIDS h a s  s p r e a d  t o  t h i s  g r o u p  
may b e  t h a t  5 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  h o m o s e x u a l  v i c t i m s  a l s o  s h o o t  d r u g s .  

. . . T r e a t m e n t  of A I D S  p a t i e n t s  h a s  b e e n  r e m a r k a b l y  u n r e w a r d i n g .  
A l though  d r u g s  c a n  sometimes c u r e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i s t i c  i n f e c t i o n s ,  
t h e  p a t i e n t s '  s e v e r e l y  weakened immunity l e a v e s  them v u l n e r a b l e  
t o  o n e  i l l n e s s  a f t e r  a n o t h e r . . . .  

The specter o f  a k i l l e r  d i s e a s e ,  i n e x o r a b l y  mowing down i ts  young 
v i c t i m s ,  h a s  i g n i t e d  t h e  f e a r s  of t h o u s a n d s  of o r d i n a r y  Ameri- 
c a n s .  Where w i l l  AIDS s t r i k e  n e x t ,  t h e y  wonder ,  and c o u l d  t h e y  
become v i c t i m s ?  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  p r o q n o s i s  f o r  most people is  a -  - - ~~~ 

r eas  
D r  . 
g o i n  
Nine  
fact 
t o  b 
f l u e  
- -  

s u r  i n g .  
I l y a  Spig  

" W e  are  n o t  
I l G d T c h F f  

d e a l i n  w i t h  t h e  B l a c k  
of v i r o l o g y  a t  M o n t e f i  &-- 

9 E g . G  
ty- f  i v e  
o r s ;  the - 
'e s p r e a d  
mnza. Mas 
x p o s u r e  

- d r o p l e t s  of 5 couqh - or 
- s agree t h a t  e x t r e m e l y  1 

p r o b a b l y  n e c e s s a r y  - f o r  

- -  
P l a g u e ,  " d e c l a r e s  
ore.  "You ' r e  - n o t  

i n  r e s t a u r a n t s . "  
. d r n t i f  i a b l e  r i s k  
and  d o e s  n o t  seem 

s n e e z e ,  l i k e  i n -  
Lnt imate  c o n t a c t - -  

---- 

i nf ec t i o n .  
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" W e  d o n ' t  know" r e m a i n s  t h e  f r u s t r a t i n g  answer  t o  almost a l l  
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  A I D S .  We d o n ' t  know w h a t  causes t h e  d i s e a s e ,  w e  
d o n ' t  know how t o  t r e a t  i t  and w e  d o n ' t  know whe the r  t h e  e p i d e m i c  
i s  a b o u t  t o  l e v e l  o f f  or race t h r o u g h  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  l i k e  a 
f o r e s t  f i r e .  For t h e  moment, reports  C D C ' s  C u r r a n ,  w i t h  t h ree  t o  
f i v e  new cases r e p o r t e d  e v e r y  d a y ,  " t h e r e  a r e  no s i g n s  of any  
slowdown." B u t  - most researchers b e l i e v e  - t h a t  o u t s i d e  of the homo- 
s e x u a l  community,  t h e  A I D S  c u r v e  w i l l  r i s e  much more slowly. 

The same i s s u e  o f  NEWSWEEK took a s y m p a t h e t i c  ( n a t u r a l l y )  v iew of t h e  
impact t h a t  A I D S  is  h a v i n g  i n  t h e  c o r r u p t  g a y  world. I t  s a i d ,  i n  p a r t :  

The f o u r  young men sa t  i n  t h e  s e m i - d a r k n e s s  o f  t h e  d e s e r t e d  ward 
w a i t i n g  for t h e i r  weekend s h o t  of i n t e r f e r o n  a t  N e w  Y o r k ' s  
Memorial S l o a n - K e t t e r  i n g  Cancer  C e n t e r .  They t r i e d  n o t  to  look 
a t  t h e  f i f t h  man, t h e  law p r o f e s s o r .  H i s  f a c e  was s w o l l e n  and  
d i s f i g u r e d  by p u r p l i s h  Kaposi's sarcoma (KS) l e s i o n s ;  h i s  f r a i l  
body,  wracked f o r  months by pneumonia and o t h e r  r e c u r r i n g  i n f e c -  
t i o n s ,  weighed no more t h a n  a c h i l d ' s .  H e  was beyond hope ,  be- 
yond terror .  They f o u g h t  n o t  t o  see t h e i r  f a t e  i n  h i s .  And a g a i n  
t h e y  f o u g h t  t h e  o l d  f e a r s  and  d o u b t s .  T h e i r  l i f e - s t y l e  w a s n ' t  
S i n f u l .  AIDS was n o t  a g a y  p l a g u e  s e n t  down upon them. "God - 
d o e s n ' t  d o  t h i n g s  -- l i k e  t h i s , "  s a i d  Alan ,  a q u i e t  S o u t h e r n e r  who 

" I ' m  n o t  b e i n g  
u n i s h e d  f o r  a n y t h i n q .  I t ' s  bad l u c k  or f a t e  or someth ing  I h a v e  

b t x s  c a u s e d  t h i s  t o  h a p p e n . " -  - 
w o r k s  in-a bank and  s i n g s  i n  c h u r c h  c h o i r s .  -- 

The n i g h t m a r e  rumors  t h a t  s w i r l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  homosexual  communi- 
t i e s  o f  N e w  Y o r k ,  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  and  L o s  A n g e l e s  almost t h r e e  
y e a r s  ago h a v e  become a c r u e l  f a c t .  The d i r e  w a r n i n g s  i n  t h e  g a y  
p r e s s  were well founded.  Sudden ly ,  e v e r y o n e  seems t o  know a n  
A I D S  v i c t i m .  The d i s e a s e ' s  drawn-out  i n c u b a t i o n  p e r i o d  h a s  thou-  
s a n d s  o f  g a y  men s w e a t i n g  i n  t e r ror . . . .  An i n f e c t i o u s  a g e n t  
loose i n  t h e  h o t h o u s e  e n v i r o n m e n t  of a g a y  b a t h ,  where some men 
h a v e  as  many as  1 0  anonymous s e x u a l  c o n t a c t s  i n  o n e  n i g h t ,  would 
s p r e a d  e x p o n e n t i a l l y .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  - t h e  f reedom,  the promiscuity, 
t h e  h y p e r m a s c u l i n i t y  t h a t  many g a y s  d e c l a r e d  a n  i n t e g r a l  pa r t  of 
t h e i r  c u l t u r e  have  come t o  h a u n t  them. " I s n ' t  i t  someth ing  t h a t  - 
what  b r o u g h t  most o f  u s  h e r e  - now l e a v e s  -- t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  of us 
wonder ing  whe the r  - t h a t  c e l e b r a t i o n  e n d s  d e a t h ? "  said Randy 
S h i l t s ,  a S a n  F r a n c i s c o  j o u r n a l i s t .  

The s h a r e d  wisdom i n  t h e  g a y  community t h e s e  d a y s  is  t h a t  you 
"change  your  l i f e - s t y l e ,  n o t  your  s e x u a l i t y "  [meaning t h a t  s t e a d y  
p a r t n e r s  a re  now i n  vogue ] .  B u t  a s  D r .  Weisman p o i n t s  o u t  i n  
L.A. : "Some g a y s  d o n ' t  want  t o  c h a n g e  and  c o n t i n u e  p l a y i n g  
R u s s i a n  r o u l e t t e . ' '  S t i l l ,  many more s a y  t e n t a t i v e l y  t h a t  t h e y  
h a v e  moved beyond shock  and f e a r  and a n g e r  t o  a f e e l i n g  of r e l i e f  
t h a t  t h e y  f i n a l l y  h a v e  a m e d i c a l  r e a s o n  t o  slow down t h e i r  l i v e s .  

I f  e v e r  t h e r e  was a b u i l t - i n  p e n a l t y  f o r  b r e a k i n g  God ' s  Law,  c o n f i r m i n g  t h e  
t r u t h  o f  Romans 1:27, "AIDS" is  i t :  " L i k e w i s e  a l s o  t h e  men, l e a v i n g  t h e  
n a t u r a l  u s e  of t h e  woman, b u r n e d  i n  t h e i r  l u s t  f o r  o n e  a n o t h e r  ...and r e -  
c e i v i n q  - i n  t h e m s e l v e s  - t h e  p e n a l t y  - o f  t h e i r  error which -- was due'' (R.A.V.). 

--Gene H. Hogberg,  N e w s  Bureau  


