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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

Report  From Bonn, West Germany I n  t h i s  mon th ' s  repor t ,  w e  would  l i k e  to  
g i v e  a n  ove rv iew o f  t h e  w o r k  God is  d o i n g  i n  t h e  German-speaking p a r t  of 
S w i t z e r l a n d  and S o u t h w e s t  Germany. T h i s  y e a r  w e  have  p l a n n e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  
P L A I N  TRUTH a d v e r t i s i n g  campaign i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  God's Work i n  t h i s  area.  

T h i s  s p r i n g ,  f l y e r s  w i l l  be p l a c e d  i n  t w o  S w i s s  magaz ines ,  WIR ELTERN and 
SCHWEIZER BEOBACHTER, w i t h  a t o t a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  500,000 f o r  b o t h  maga- 
z i n e s .  Then i n  t h e  f a l l ,  w e  are  p l a n n i n g  t o  place f l y e r s  i n  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  
S w i s s  newspape r s ,  which a l t o g e t h e r  have  a t o t a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  564,000. 
Based on  p a s t  r e s p o n s e ,  w e  e x p e c t  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  26,600 new s u b s c r i b e r s  f rom 
S w i t z e r l a n d  by t h e  end o f  1983. 

I n  1980, M r .  Tom Lapacka and h i s  f a m i l y  were a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  German-speak- 
i n g  a r e a  of God 's  Work i n  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  M r .  Lapacka is t h e  p a s t o r  of t h e  
loca l  C h u r c h e s  i n  Z u r i c h  and Basel ,  S w i t z e r l a n d  and S t u t t g a r t ,  West Ger- 
many. 

S e r v i c e s  a r e  conduc ted  i n  Basel and Z u r i c h  one  w e e k ,  and S t u t t g a r t  t h i  
n e x t .  S e r v i c e s  i n  Basel b e g i n  a t  1O:OO a . m . ,  after which Mr. Lapacka d r i v e s  
a n  h o u r  t o  Z u r i c h  f o r  t h e  3:OO p.m. s e r v i c e .  T h e  n e x t  week s e r v i c e s  a re  
conduc ted  i n  S t u t t g a r t  a t  2:30 p.m. S t u t t g a r t  is  l o c a t e d  a b o u t  240 k i l o -  
meters ( t w o  and one -ha l f  t o  three hour  d r i v e )  n o r t h  o f  Z u r i c h ,  where Mr. 
Lapacka and  h i s  f a m i l y  res ide .  

T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Lapackas  r e s i d e  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d  is a miracle i n  i t s e l f .  
S i n c e  1976 w e  have  been  t r y i n g  t o  move a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  German- 
s p e a k i n g  area o f  S w i t z e r l a n d  t o  p a s t o r  t h e  c h u r c h e s  a s  wel l  a s  r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  W o r k ' s  i n t e r e s t s  t h e r e .  S w i t z e r l a n d  allows r e s i d e n c e  t o  r o u g h l y  o n l y  
3 , 0 0 0  f o r e i g n e r s  p e r  y e a r  ( t h i s  does n o t  i n c l u d e  t empora ry  g u e s t  workers) 
and h a s  v e r y  s t r i n g e n t  e n t r a n c e  laws. A f t e r  a s s i s t a n c e  from t h e  Geneva 
o f f i ce ,  w e  made a r e s i d e n c e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and went t h r o u g h  13 months of red 
t a p e ,  a l o t  of l e g a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  and d e n i a l s  a t  t w o  l e v e l s .  F i n a l l y ,  
a p p r o v a l  was g r a n t e d  fo r  t h e  Lapackas  t o  move i n t o  S w i t z e r l a n d  i n  A p r i l  o f  
1982. 

Mr. Lapacka a l s o  c o n d u c t s  monthly B i b l e  s t u d i e s  i n  Bern ,  h a s  a Spokesman 
Club i n  S t u t t g a r t ,  a g r a d u a t e  c l u b  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  and is t h e  f e s t i v a l  
c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e  F e a s t  of T a b e r n a c l e s  i n  Bonndorf ,  West Germany. 

The  t o t a l  incoming mail f o r  t h i s  month showed a 15% d e c r e a s e  from F e b r u a r y ,  
1982. T h i s  is d u e  t o  t h e  fac t  t h a t  our main n a t i o n w i d e  a d v e r t i s i n g  campaign 
fo r  1983 h a s  n o t  y e t  s t a r t e d .  However, w e  d i d  p l a c e  83,000 " l e f t o v e r "  
f l y e r s  from p r e v i o u s  p r i n t i n g s  i n  a local  s o u t h  German newspaper ,  t h e  SUD- 
KURIER o n  F e b r u a r y  23. I n  F e b r u a r y  we r e c e i v e d  1 , 3 5 1  r e s p o n s e s  from t h i s  
i n s e r t .  W e  added a t o t a l  o f  2,550 new s u b s c r i b e r s  t h i s  month. S o l i c i t e d  
mail i n c r e a s e d  1 9 %  and d o n a t i o n  mail  i n c r e a s e d  11%. T h i s  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  a 
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47.4% i n c r e a s e  i n  income f o r  t h e  month t o  d a t e  a n d  a 49.4% i n c r e a s e  f o r  t h e  
y e a r  t o  da te .  

From N e w  Z e a l a n d  J e s u s  C h r i s t  is  b l e s s i n g  H i s  Work  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
world w i t h  v e r y  f i n e  i n c r e a s e s  i n  income t h i s  y e a r .  J a n u a r y ' s  income was u p  
by  28% a n d  F e b r u a r y ' s  by 23.4%, making  t h e  y e a r - t o - d a t e  f i g u r e  25.2%. Con- 
s i d e r i n g  N e w  Z e a l a n d ' s  b e l e a g u e r e d  economy--with a f r e e z e  o n  wages  now i n  
f o r c e - - a n d  t h e  p o v e r t y  of t h e  smal l ,  storm-battered P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s ,  i n -  
creases of t h i s  m a g n i t u d e  show t h a t  God i s  c e r t a i n l y  s u p p o r t i n g  a n d  s u s -  
t a i n i n g  those who a r e  s e e k i n g  t o  do  H i s  Work .  

A n o t h e r  v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g  f a c t o r  so f a r  t h i s  y e a r  h a s  b e e n  a remarkable i n -  
crease i n  v i s i t  r e q u e s t s .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  new v i s i t s  were up by loo%, a n d  Feb- 
r u a r y  saw 275% more v i s i t s  t h a n  l a s t  F e b r u a r y !  

J u s t  u n d e r  5,000 items o f  mail were r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  F e b r u a r y .  Incoming  
mail is down by 27% so f a r  t h i s  y e a r ,  b u t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  r a l l y  d u r i n g  March 
a s  a l a r g e  r e n e w a l  m a i l i n g  has j u s t  b e e n  s e n t  o u t .  

Newss tand  copies o f  The  PLAIN TRUTH a re  b r i n g i n g  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers  o f  re- 
s p o n s e s .  W e  a re  now d i s t r i b u t i n g  45,000 n e w s s t a n d  P L A I N  TRUTHS per month 
a n d  r e c e i v i n g  a r o u n d  500 r e s p o n s e s  m o n t h l y .  "The  World Tomorrow'' b r o a d c a s t  
h a s  now b e e n  o n  f o u r  r ad io  s t a t i o n s  i n  N e w  Z e a l a n d  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  m o n t h s ,  
a n d  each month b r i n g s  i n  more r e s p o n s e s  t h a n  t h e  month before. 

S p a n i s h  D e p a r t m e n t  Update L a  PURA VERDAD s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t  s t o o d  a t  
171,501 as  o f  l a t e  F e b r u a r y ,  a d e c l i n e  o f  7.2% f r o m  J a n u a r y ,  a n d  1 2 %  f r o m  
t h e  e n d  o f  1982. A t  t h i s  t i m e  v e r y  l i t t l e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  p r o m o t i o n  is  b e i n g  
u n d e r t a k e n  i n  o r d e r  t o  l e v e l  o f f  t h e  t o t a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  t o  150,000 by t h e  
J u n e  i s s u e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  PV c i r c u l a t i o n  c u r r e n t l y  s t a n d s  a t  55% more t h a n  
t h e  same t i m e  l a s t  y e a r .  Through  t h e  f i r s t  two m o n t h s  o f  1983 o n l y  8,544 
new s u b s c r i b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d ,  a 12.3% d r o p  f r o m  t h e  same p e r i o d  l a s t  
y e a r .  

A s  of l a t e  F e b r u a r y  t he re  were 10,359 P V  s u b s c r i b e r s  i n  S p a i n ,  t h e  a l l - t ime  
h i g h  for t h a t  n a t i o n  a n d  157% more t h a n  a y e a r  a g o !  O f  t h e  worldwide t o t a l  
o f  8,544 new s u b s c r i b e r s  added i n  1983, some 24% of those a re  f r o m  S p a i n .  
T h e s e  new s u b s c r i b e r s  are  coming m o s t l y  f r o m  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  f i v e  o r  s i x  
sca t te red  b r e t h r e n  who a re  d i s t r i b u t i n g  cards  i n  M a d r i d ,  B a r c e l o n a ,  M a l a g a ,  
G r a n a d a ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  smal l  c i t i e s .  T h e s e  members h a v e  i n f o r m e d  u s  t h a t  
t h e y  c o u l d  d i s t r i b u t e  t w o  or t h r e e  times more c a r d s ,  b u t  a g a i n ,  s t r i c t  
b u d g e t a r y  c o n s t r a i n t s  d i s c o u r a g e  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  e f f o r t .  I t  is  hoped t h a t  by 
mid -yea r  f i n a n c e s  w i l l  a l low u s  t o  e x p a n d  c a r d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  S p a i n .  

A b a p t i z e d  member r e s i d i n g  i n  G u a t e m a l a  C i t y  was k i l l e d  n e a r  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
c a p i t a l  o f  H u e h u e t e n a n g o  F e b r u a r y  9. Please c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a y  t h a t  G o d ' s  
people i n  G u a t e m a l a ,  E l  S a l v a d o r  a n d  N i c a r a g u a  w i l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d  from t h e  
h a r d s h i p s  i n  t h a t  area.  

A p p r e c i a t i o n  for t h e  S e c o n d  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program 

Dear M r .  T k a c h :  

L i t t l e  d i d  w e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  r e t u r n i n g  t o  P a s a d e n a  f o r  t h e  R e f r e s h -  
i n g  P r o g r a m  c o u l d  d o  so much for  u s .  W e l l ,  i t  d i d !  And my w i f e  
a n d  I w i s h  t o  e x p r e s s  t o  you a n d  those who w o r k  w i t h  you  our d e e p -  
e s t  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  l o v e .  
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W e  know i t  was a p r i v i l e g e  and honor  for u s  t o  be  i n v i t e d  f o r  t h e  
Program, t o  be  a b l e  t o  meet o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  and  t h e i r  w ives ,  t o  
v i s i t  w i t h  f r i e n d s ,  t o  l e a r n  from t h e  men whom God is  u s i n g  a t  
Headquarters and  t o  o n c e  a g a i n  see and  hear God 's  o n l y  apos t l e  
t o d a y ,  Mr. H e r b e r t  Armstrong.  

T h a t  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program is  a n  i n v a l u a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  fo r  t h e  
m i n i s t r y  is u n q u e s t i o n a b l e .  W e  have  been  r e f u e l e d ,  r e j u v e n a t e d ,  
r e s t r e n g t h e n e d ,  r e e n e r g i z e d  and p r o f o u n d l y  i n s p i r e d  to  m a k e  f u l l  
p r o o f  o f  our m i n i s t r y .  

P l e a s e  r e a s s u r e  Mr. Armstrong t h a t  we a re  f e r v e n t l y  p r a y i n g  for 
h i m  and  God's  Work. Though separated by much d i s t a n c e ,  w e  i n t e n d  
a l w a y s  t o  p o i n t  a l l  those i n  o u r  c h a r g e  t o  H e a d q u a r t e r s  for 
g u i d a n c e  and  d i r e c t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  u n i t y  o f  f a i t h  
and  bond o f  l o v e .  W e  a r e  p r a y i n g  f o r  a l l  o f  you. M a i n t a i n  t h e  
good work  and  THANKS f o r  e v e r y t h i n g .  

L i n c o l n  and  E l i z a b e t h  J a i l a l  

Dear Mr. T k a c h :  

W e  t hank  you f o r  b e i n g  a l l o w e d  to  a t t e n d  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h -  
i n g  Program. I t  was o u r  f i r s t  time. W e  were so happy t o  b e  on  
t h e  b e a u t i f u l  campus o f  God ' s  C o l l e g e !  

The R e f r e s h i n g  Program was a success and  w e  w o n ' t  f o r g e t  w h a t  h a s  
been  g i v e n  t o  u s  d u r i n g  those t h r e e  w e e k s ,  b o t h  s p i r i t u a l l y  and 
p h y s i c a l l y .  W e  had h e a r d  a b o u t  t h e  campus, b u t  now we h a v e  s e e n  
i t  and  l i v e d  on  i t ,  and  w e  know i t  r e a l l y  was a p r i v i l e g e .  

Thank you a g a i n ,  Mr. T k a c h ,  f o r  a l l  you have  done  f o r  u s .  N o w  w e  
c a n  b e t t e r  p r a y  f o r  a l l  of you a t  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  

Gerard and B e r n a d e t t e  C l a u d e  

Dear Mr. Tkach: 

Thank you and  a l l  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  
Program. I t  was e v e n  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t .  I hope t h i s  program 
c a n  be c o n t i n u e d .  I t  is  a t r emendous  he lp  i n  u n i f y i n g  t h e  
m i n i s t r y  and  t h u s  t h e  Church .  I t  h a s  h e l p e d  m e  o n c e  a g a i n  t o  re- 
e v a l u a t e  and  r e f o c u s  p r i o r i t i e s .  Mary and  I a l so  e n j o y e d  t h e  
c a m a r a d e r i e ,  f e l l o w s h i p  and  s o a k i n g  u p  t h e  "Headquarters atmos- 

Bob and Mary J o n e s  p h e r e .  'I 

Dear M r .  Tkach: 

Again  I thank  Mr. Arms t rong ,  you and  o t h e r s  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  oppor -  
t u n i t y  t o  j o i n  comrades  of God ' s  Work  i n  a " f e a s t  o f  r e f r e s h i n g . "  

My w i f e  and  I e n j o y e d  t h e  f i n e  accommodat ions,  t h e  e s p e c i a l l y  
good d i n n e r s  h o s t e d  by you and  others, the f i n e  food f r o m  Mr. 
G r e e n ' s  k i t c h e n ,  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  s u r r o u n d i n g s  of campus and  s t u -  
d e n t s  and  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c l a s s  s e s s i o n s  ( w h i c h  have  a l r e a d y  been 
u s e f u l  i n  se rmons  and  B i b l e  s t u d i e s ) .  
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I t  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  g r a t i f y i n g  t o  be a b l e  t o  see a n d  h a v e  some 
time w i t h  " o l d "  f r i e n d s  from t h e  f i e l d  a n d  f r o m  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  make ''new'' f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  same period. 

E s p r i t  d e  corps is e v i d e n t  a n d  g r o w i n g .  W e  look f o r w a r d  to  t h e  
n e x t  o p p o r t u n i t y  w i t h  much a n t i c i p a t i o n .  Our o n l y  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  
( s e l f i s h  a s  i t  i s )  was n o t  b e i n g  ab le  t o  see a n d  hear f r o m  M r .  
A r m s t r o n g  i n  p e r s o n .  

Please c o n v e y  o u r  deep l o v e  a n d  a f f e c t i o n  t o  Mr. A r m s t r o n g .  W e  
p r a y  f o r  h im,  you  a n d  o t h e r s  a t  H e a d q u a r t e r s  a l w a y s .  

Dav id  a n d  R o s a p h i n e  S t o n e  

Dear M r .  T k a c h :  

G r e e t i n g s  f r o m  P a r i s .  T h i s  is a l i t t l e  n o t e  t o  t h a n k  you  a n d  t h e  
team i n  P a s a d e n a  f o r  t h e  v e r y  r e f r e s h i n g  t i m e  we j u s t  s p e n t  
t h e r e .  W i t h  a l l  t h e  F r e n c h  m i n i s t r y  i n  t o g e t h e r  a s  w e l l  a s  G e r r y  
H e l d t  ( b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ) ,  i t  c e r t a i n l y  was a jam-packed s e s s i o n .  

What w e  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  were t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  by 
t h e  men. Y o u r s  o n  c o u n s e l i n g  I f o u n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l  a n d  
I ' v e  a l r e a d y  made some c h a n g e s  i n  my a p p r o a c h .  M r .  P e t t y ' s  o n  
s p o r t s m a n s h i p  was a l so  v e r y  g o o d ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s .  

W e  e s p e c i a l l y  e n j o y e d  s t a y i n g  o v e r  t h e  e x t r a  weekend a n d  a t t e n d -  
i n g  t h e  Sophomore  B a l l  a s  w e l l  a s  h e a r i n g  f r o m  Mr. A r m s t r o n g .  H e  
t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e  "new c i v i l i z a t i o n "  we're g o i n g  t o  i n a u g u r a t e  a n d  
w h a t  s t r u c k  m e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s e s s i o n  was how many f i e l d s  we're 
a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  a n d  how o u t s i d e r s  r e c o g n i z e  t h i s .  Cer- 
t a i n l y  w e  a re  o n  t h e  r i g h t  t rack a n d  g o i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c -  

Sam a n d  M a r i l y n  K n e l l e r  t i o n .  

Comments From Month ly  C h u r c h  Reports 

SPOKANE, WA--ROGER V. FOSTER: T h e  q u a l i t y  o f  new p r o s p e c t i v e  
members seems t o  be much g r e a t e r  t h a n  a t  a n y  time i n  o v e r  t e n  
y e a r s - - a  f a r  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  a r e  s i n c e r e  a n d  teachable  a s  a 
w h o l e .  However,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  w e l l - g r o u n d e d  i n  knowledge .  I hope 
w e  c a n  g e t  t h e  CORRESPONDENCE COURSE i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  of i n t e r e s t e d  
new people j u s t  a s  s o o n  a s  poss ib le .  

TACOMA, WA--MELVIN J .  DAHLGREN: P r o s p e c t i v e  member a c t i v i t y  con-  
t i n u e s  t o  be phenomena l .  World c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  
t e lecas t s  a r e  wak ing  many up. Comments a r e  too numerous  t o  c o u n t  
e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  telecasts.  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  t h e  
b u s i e s t  month of my e n t i r e  m i n i s t r y  of t h i r t e e n  y e a r s .  More re- 
q u e s t s ,  problems, c a l l s  a n d  baptisms t h a n  i n  a n y  o t h e r  month .  
T h e r e  seems t o  be a n  i n t e n s e  p r e s s u r e  b e i n g  e x e r t e d  by S a t a n  o n  
e v e r y o n e ,  c r e a t i n g  a r e a l  s p i r i t u a l  m e n t a l  b a t t l e .  

ST.  JOSEPH, MO/TOPEKA, KS--JAMES WELLS: T h e  b r e t h r e n  here h a v e  
b e e n  v e r y  i n s p i r e d  t o  see new p r o s p e c t i v e  members coming  t o  
C h u r c h .  We've 
had some f i n e  c o u p l e s  a t t e n d  r e c e n t l y  who commented on  t h e  

They a r e  so f u l l  of e n t h u s i a s m  a b o u t  God's  t r u t h .  
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d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  f r i e n d l i n e s s  o f  t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  G o d ' s  C h u r c h  
( w h i c h  t h e y  d i d n ' t  f i n d  i n  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  c h u r c h  a f f i l i a t i o n s )  . 

GENEVA, AL/FT. WALTON BEACH, FL--DON WATERHOUSE: T h e r e  is a v e r y  
e n c o u r a g i n g  u p t u r n  i n  t h e  numbers  of p r o s p e c t i v e  members. Among 
these is a much h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  who a re  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  a n d  
some h a v e  begun  w e e k l y  Sabbath a t t e n d a n c e .  

ROCKFORD, IL--GREG JOHNSON:  Good p r o s p e c t i v e  member a c t i v i t y  
c o n t i n u e s .  The  telecast  i s  h a v i n g  a good impact, as is The PLAIN 
TRUTH n e w s s t a n d  program. Some o f  t h e  b r e t h r e n  h a v e  employment  
problems, b u t  most a re  d o i n g  w e l l .  

ROANOKE, VA--ROBERT PERSKY: Many p r o s p e c t i v e  members a re  a s k i n g  
for  b a p t i s m .  T h e  s i g n s  of t h e  times a l o n g  w i t h  s t r o n g  s e r m o n s  
f r o m  M r .  A r m s t r o n g  a re  c a u s i n g  slow-moving p r o s p e c t i v e  members t o  
r e p e n t .  A t t i t u d e s ,  b o t h  good  a n d  b a d ,  a r e  s u r f a c i n g  a s  P a s s o v e r  
a p p r o a c h e s .  A number of people o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  h a v e  b e e n  
h e a l e d  a f t e r  b e i n g  p r a y e d  f o r  by t h e  Church--some b e i n g  ca l led  
' 'miracles" by t h e  d o c t o r s .  

CLEVELAND ( E A S T ) ,  OH--GUY L. ENGELBART: I am v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  re- 
port t h a t  w e  h a d  s e v e n  baptisms t h i s  pas t  month.  T h i s  is t h e  
h i g h e s t  number o f  baptisms for a s i n g l e  month f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
i n  t h i s  area.  Even t h o u g h  w e  a r e  s u f f e r i n g  t h r o u g h  a n  e c o n o m i c  
d e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h i s  a rea ,  w i t h  many members h a v i n g  t p  l e a v e  t h e  
a rea  t o  f i n d  w o r k  elsewhere,  God h a s  c e r t a i n l y  b l e s s e d  u s  w i t h  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  number of new people coming i n t o  t h e  C h u r c h .  W i t h  
t h e  new people coming i n ,  o u r  a t t e n d a n c e  h a s  r e m a i n e d  s t e a d y .  

EVANSVILLE, IN--C. FRED BAILEY: A t t i t u d e s  a r e  p o s i t i v e  a n d  sup-  
p o r t i v e .  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  h e a l t h  a re  a b i g  c o n c e r n  
a s  people r e s p o n d  t o  h i s  r e q u e s t s  f o r  f e r v e n t  p r a y e r .  Some l o n g -  
t i m e  unemployed  members h a v e  resumed w o r k ,  w h i l e  those i n  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  t rade h a v e  l i t t l e  t o  do. 

OKLAHOMA C I T Y ,  OK--ARNOLD CLAUSON: Oklahoma C i t y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
show p o s i t i v e  s i g n s  of g r o w t h .  Some who h a v e  f o r  y e a r s  " l a i d  
back"  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  g e t  o n  f i r e  a g a i n ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
t h e i r  c a l l i n g .  The  C h u r c h  c o n t i n u e s  t o  grow a n d  seems t o  b e  p r o -  
v i d i n g  a warmer e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  new people who a r e  coming  a l o n g .  

BATON ROUGE, LA--ALTON B. BILLINGSLEY: Members are c o n t i n u i n g  to 
b e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  a p p r o a c h i n g  e n d  t i m e .  T h e i r  i n v o l v e -  
ment  a n d  B i b l e  s t u d y  q u e s t i o n s  r e f l e c t  t h i s .  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  
t a p e d  s e r m o n s  h a v e  a d d e d  g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  u n i t y ,  harmony a n d  z e a l  
here.  

--Joe T k a c h ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

Major T r e n d s  P o i n t  Upward as  Work  F o r q e s  Ahead i n  1983 

W i t h  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  mon ths  o f  1983 b e h i n d  u s ,  w e  a r e  happy  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  
God ' s  Work  c o n t i n u e s  t o  zoom a h e a d  t h i s  y e a r !  The  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  
i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  so l id ,  s t e a d y  g r o w t h  we a re  e x p e r i e n c i n g .  



PASTOR GENERAL'S RF,PORT, MARCH 25, 1983  PAGE 6 

0 Over t e n  m i l l i o n  pieces o f  mail  were s e n t  o u t  i n  t h e  U.S. i n  J a n -  
u a r y  a n d  F e b r u a r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  4 . 1  m i l l i o n  PLAIN TRUTHS. T h i s  ex -  
c e e d s  l a s t  y e a r ' s  c o u n t  fo r  t h e  same per iod by 18% a n d  is  a new 
a l l - t i m e  r e c o r d .  

0 I n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  CORRESPONDENCE COURSE r e m a i n s  h i g h .  So f a r  t h i s  
y e a r ,  32,356 new s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  added--a record number f o r  a 
two-month p e r i o d .  N e a r l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  new s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  by 
r e t u r n i n g  b o o k l e t  c a r d s  wh ich  o f f e r  t h e  c o u r s e .  A n o t h e r  t h i r d  
came f r o m  s imi la r  c a r d s  i n  The  PLAIN TRUTH. 

0 The co-worker p i c t u r e  " b r i g h t e n e d "  i n  two ways.  F i r s t ,  4,921 new 
co-workers were added t o  t h e  l i s t ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  J a n u a r y - F e b r u a r y  
c o u n t  s i n c e  1978.  Also, t h e  number of c o n t r i b u t o r s  d r o p p e d  from 
co-worker s t a t u s  ( t h i s  o c c u r s  when t h e y  h a v e  n o t  d o n a t e d  i n  1 2  
m o n t h s )  h a s  b e e n  t h e  lowest i n  f o u r  y e a r s .  

I f  p r e s e n t  t r e n d s  c o n t i n u e ,  w e  c a n  look f o r w a r d  t o  a n o t h e r  "bumper crop" 
fo r  t h e  Work  i n  1983! 

R e t u r n i n g  Members Appreciate God 's  Way o f  L i f e  

T h i s  w e e k  w e  a re  f e a t u r i n g  l e t t e r s  from some members who l e f t  God's C h u r c h  
a n d  h a v e  l a t e r  come b a c k .  They m e n t i o n  some o f  t h e  sorrow t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e d  
w h i l e  away f r o m  t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  share  t h e i r  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  G o d ' s  f o r g i v e n e s s  
a n d  mercy .  T h a n k f u l  t o  h a v e  r e t u r n e d ,  t h e y  r e a l i z e  t h a t  o n l y  o b e d i e n c e  t o  
God's laws r e s u l t s  i n  l a s t i n g  h a p p i n e s s .  F o l l o w i n g  a r e  some o f  t h e  com- 
m e n t s  r e c e i v e d .  L 

E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  I w a s n ' t  f e e l i n g  w e l l  p h y s i c a l l y  a n d  was u n d e r  
much s t r e s s  from w o r k i n g  f a r  f r o m  home. I d i d n ' t  h a v e  much t i m e  
f o r  God, my f a m i l y  or  m y s e l f .  I became s p i r i t u a l l y  w e a k ,  s t o p p e d  
t i t h i n g  a n d  d i d n ' t  a t t e n d  C h u r c h  s e r v i c e s  r e g u l a r l y .  I became 
unhappy  a n d  c o n f u s e d .  

I h a v e  now s t a r t e d  a t t e n d i n g  a g a i n  a n d  am I happy!  I v e r y  much 
m i s s e d  t h e  l o v e  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  my b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  i n  C h r i s t .  
I w a n t  t o  b e  i n  God's Kingdom a n d  I w a n t  H i m  t o  u s e  m e  i f  He c a n .  
Our God is w o n d e r f u l ,  f a i t h f u l ,  a n d  f u l l  o f  mercy .  

( O r e g o n )  

I am s e n d i n g  i n  my t i t h e  a g a i n .  Yes, a g a i n .  I was a n  a c t i v e  
member for o n e  a n d  o n e - h a l f  y e a r s  a n d  had  p a i d  t i t h e s  e v e n  before 
I knew w h e r e  t h e '  local  c h u r c h  was. B u t  d u e  t o  s p i r i t u a l  w e a k -  
n e s s e s ,  I l e f t  t h e  C h u r c h  a number o f  y e a r s  a g o .  A l o t  h a s  
h a p p e n e d  t o  m e  s i n c e  then--much o f  i t  bad. I h a v e  l e a r n e d  some 
h a r d  l e s s o n s  a n d  I t h a n k  God t h a t  H e  is showing  m e  my m i s t a k e s .  I 
am s o r r y  t h a t  I h a v e  s t o l e n  f r o m  God a n d  k e p t  t h e  t i t h e s  a n d  
o f f e r i n g s  f o r  m y s e l f .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e  I am b e i n g  c o u n s e l e d  by t h e  l oca l  m i n i s t e r .  I j u s t  
c a n ' t  b e g i n  t o  t e l l  you  how much h e  h a s  h e l p e d  m e  i n  j u s t  two 
s e s s i o n s  ( t h e r e  a r e  more to  come). God i s  m e r c i f u l ,  a n d  H e  h a s  

( I l l i n o i s )  b r o u g h t  m e  back t o  s q u a r e  o n e .  
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I have  been b l e s s e d  so much w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  two w e e k s  s i n c e  I 
t u r n e d  my l i f e  o v e r  t o  God. I ' v e  been  p o s i t i v e  and happy f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  time s i n c e  I q u i t  a t t e n d i n g  Church i n  1 9 7 1 .  My l i f e  had  
followed dead-end roads t h a t  took m e  nowhere. . . .  Bu t  t h a n k s  to  
Almighty  God who cares  a b o u t  m e ,  I ' m  back on  t h e  r i g h t  t r ack ,  t h e  
ONLY road  t o  t r u e  and  l a s t i n g  h a p p i n e s s  and e t e r n a l  l i f e .  

( A r i z o n a )  

A b o u t  t w o  y e a r s  a g o  my husband s t o p p e d  g o i n g  t o  s e r v i c e s  and  
d i d n ' t  h a v e  a v e r y  good a t t i t u d e .  Y e t ,  God h a s  looked  o u t  f o r  h i m  
t h o s e  l o n g ,  h a r d  y e a r s .  I p r a y e d  and p r a y e d  and p r a y e d ,  and now 
h e  i s  coming t o  s e r v i c e s  a g a i n  and i s  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  b e f o r e .  H i s  
a t t i t u d e  is  good,  and h e ' s  so n i c e  t o  l i v e  w i t h .  H e ' s  t h e  best  
husband anyone c o u l d  want.  What a p r e s e n t  f rom God! I c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  f i n d  t h e  r i g h t  words t o  t e l l  you how good I f e e l  about  
God ' s  mercy. 

(Maine) 

My husband and I came i n t o  t h e  C h u r c h  i n  1968.  My husband s t a y e d  
i n  a b o u t  t w o  y e a r s .  I s t a y e d  i n  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  and l e f t .  I was 
o u t  fo r  s e v e n  y e a r s  and  t h e y  were t h e  most unhappy y e a r s  of my 
l i f e .  God a l l o w e d  u s  b o t h  to  come back i n  1979.  H e  t r u l y  i s  
m e r c i f u l . . . .  

I hope t h a t  when C h r i s t  r e t u r n s ,  my husband and  I w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  
r e c e i v e  a reward  and w o r k  hand i n  hand to  a c c o m p l i s h  God ' s  w i l l  
on  t h i s  e a r t h .  

( V i r g i n i a )  
- -Richard Rice, Mai l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  


