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FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

The Need to be Insured 

All too often we receive requests from Church members, and even ministers, 
asking for financial help because they had not been carrying insurance when 
some disaster occurred. Not too long ago, a Church member who was not 
carrying any liability insurance was involved in a traffic accident. The 
fact that it was his fault compounded the problem. Sometime later, a fire 
partially destroyed a minister's home. He was not carrying any insurance 
on his possessions. In both of these instances the people came to the 
Church for help. These are only samples of the cases that come up from time 
to time. 

We would like to have an announcement made (or possibly even a sermonette) 
in each Church congregation regarding the Christian's responsibility to be 
properly covered by insurance. There are many scriptures that can be 
cited--here are just a few: Proverbs 22:3 ;  27:12--"A prudent [wise] man 
foresees the evil and hides himself.... " One way to avoid financial 
disaster as a result of an accident is to be properly covered by insurance,. 
The judgments in Exodus chapters 2 1  and 2 2  have many references to repaying 
damages one has caused, whether intentionally or by accident or negligence. 
A l s o  notice Ecclesiastes 9:ll: "...time and chance happen to them all." 

To our knowledge, every state in the United States has laws requiring 
minimal insurance or other evidence of financial responsibility in the 
event you are involved in an automobile accident where property damage, 
bodily injury and/or death occur. Similar laws exist in many other 
countries around the world. To a degree this is a case of "rendering unto 
Caesar," but it goes beyond that. There is enough scriptural admonition to 
make it a personal, Christian duty! Notice especially Romans 13:l-7. Here 
we are admonished to be subject to the powers that be because these rulers 
are "ministers of God." We are to obey the laws of the land lest we bring a 
penalty ("damnation") upon ourselves (verse 2 ) .  In the context of obeying 
civil governments we notice verse 11: "And that, knowing the time, that now 
it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed." -- 

Most important to remember is that the spiritual law of - love far supersedes 
any of man's laws. It is showing love to be able to remunerate someone for 

ou have caused'. It is also love to not have to lean on someone to 

proper insurance, what it would take to cover the need should it occur. 
help a loss you 5 w en you could have avoided it by setting aside, in advance through 

We have chosen not to write a specific announcement to be read in services 
because we want more emphasis placed on this important facet of our 
Christian lives. Please spend sufficient time expounding this subject to 
put God's people "on track.'' 
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Comments From Monthly Church R e p o r t s  

EUGENE, OR--LEONARD SCHREIBER: I n  l i g h t  of M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  
a d m o n i t i o n  t o  d re s s  p r o p e r l y  when coming b e f o r e  G o d ,  t h e  b r e t h r e n  
a re  r e s p o n d i n g  v e r y  w e l l .  Some who a re  unemployed or o n  l o w  i n -  
comes a r e  f i n d i n g  h i g h  q u a l i t y  c l o t h i n g  i n  used  c l o t h i n g  s to re s  
a t  v e r y  low p r i c e s .  Even t h e  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  come by t o  show m e  
how n i c e  t h e y  look. 

F i v e  new a d u l t s  and t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  began a t t e n d i n g  s e r v i c e s  t h i s  
month. "The World Tomorrow'' on  a local s t a t i o n  h a s  g i v e n  a b i g  
boost t o  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  

GRAND RAPIDS, MI--BILL MILLER: B r e t h r e n  r ema in  p o s i t i v e ,  and a r e  
overcoming and  i n v o l v e d .  Michigan  unemployment r a t e  l e a d s  t h e  
n a t i o n  a t  18%, b u t  o n l y  t w o  male members are  p r e s e n t l y  unem- 
p l o y e d .  L a y o f f s  a r e  o c c u r r i n g  a l l  a round  u s ,  u s u a l l y  c r e a t i n q  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for  o v e r t i m e  f o r  members. God c e r t a i n l y  does b l e s s  
f o r  t i t h  i n g  . 
SPRINGFIELD, MA--LYLE WELTY: Church is d o i n g  w e l l .  A t t i t u d e s  
a re  p o s i t i v e  and s u p p o r t i v e .  The r e c e s s i o n  is  h a v i n g  a b e l t -  
t i g h t e n i n g  e f f e c t  b u t  t he re  is l i t t l e  unemployment w i t h i n  t h e  
Church.  Many are m o t i v a t e d  by wor ld  e v e n t s  and p rophecy  t a k i n g  
s h a p e .  

WAUSAU, WI--DAVE FIEDLER: Have had a number o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  ask 
f o r  v i s i t s  and/or  a s k  t o  a t t e n d  s e r v i c e s  who a re  r e l a t i v e s  of 
members. A l s o ,  some who h a v e  been  o n  t h e  " f e n c e "  seem to  be 
making moves t o  do  what t h e y  have  known t o  do! 

FT. WALTON BEACH, FL--DON WATERHOUSE: We have  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n  un- 
u s u a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  PMs, These  have  been  above  average--one f a m i l y  
h a s  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  b r o a d c a s t  for o v e r  20 y e a r s .  The i n c r e a s e  i n  
c h u r c h  a t t e n d a n c e  has added new l i f e  to  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  

PEORIA, IL--JESS ERNEST: The Church i n  Peoria is r a l l y i n g  b e h i n d  
Mr. Armstrong and H e a d q u a r t e r s .  T h e r e  i s  e x c e l l e n t  back ing  o f  
socials ,  B ib le  s t u d i e s ,  Y.E.S. e v a l u a t i o n  m e e t i n g s ,  Y.O.U.  B i b l e  
s t u d i e s ,  Women's C l u b  and  Spokesman Club .  The p a r e n t s  a l so  
s t r o n g l y  back t h e i r  t e e n s  i n  Y.O.U. ,  coming t o  many p r a c t i c e s  and 
t u r n i n g  o u t  i n  f o r c e  for t h e  t o u r n a m e n t s .  I t  is v e r y  h e a r t e n i n g  
t o  see t h e  g rowth  of t h e  membership i n  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  and  
s p i r i t u a l  l i v e s .  

CHAMPAIGN, IL--RANDY HOLM: S p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h  c o n t i n u e s  and is  in -  
c r e a s i n g ,  s e e m i n g l y  more so a s  t h e  end  of t h i s  a g e  nears. The 
v a s t  m a j o r i t y  have  t h e i r  v i s i o n  f o c u s e d  on  God, H i s  Work  and  H i s  
apost le .  

KENOSHA, WI--FELIX HEIMBERG: Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  r e c e n t  t a p e s  have  
been e s p e c i a l l y  well r e c e i v e d .  The b r e t h r e n  r e f l e c t  a c o n f i d e n c e  
t h a t  God communicates  t o  H i s  Church t h r o u g h  Mr. Armst rong ,  

VICTORIA,  TX--DENNIS VAN DEVENTER: The Church i n  V ic to r i a  is  
showing good g rowth  and s t a b i l i t y .  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  tapes h a v e  
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sparked increased enthusiasm and determination to grow spirit- 
ually and finish the Work God has given us to do. 

ELKHART, IN--RAND MILLICH: The two tapes by Mr. Armstrong have 
really stirred the congregation. Members have been discussing 
the messages and talking about the Bible in a much morP enthu- 
siastic way. I think many were shocked out of lethargy by Mr. 
Armstrong's sermons. 

--Joe Tkach, Ministerial Services 

****TO BE ANNOUNCED**** 

Applications for Big Sandy S.E.P. 

Mr. Armstrong has recently approved a three-week S.E.P. session 
to be held in Big Sandy this summer. The dates of the session are 
Wednesday, July 6 through Wednesday, July 27. Any campers who 
have already had camp experience in Orr s h o u l d  strive to apply 
for this fantastic program. Activities such as cycling, tennis, 
racquetball, and television/video instruction will be offered! 

If you have already mailed in your camper application for Orr and 
would like to change your application to Big Sandy, please call 
(800) 423-4444 if in the continental United States. .If calling 
from California, Alaska, or Hawaii please call collect (213) 304- 
6111. 

If you have applied for a worker position at Orr and would like to 
change your application to Big Sandy, please call the Y . O . U .  
Office at (213) 304-6138 and let us know what area you would like 
to work in. 

There will be approximately 200 openings for campers at the Big 
Sandy camp with the tuition being $225 per camper. Last year the 
Big Sandy camp was a tremendous success, so send your application 
in to the Y.O.U. Office, or make that phone call without delay. 
Remember, camper applications must be postmarked by March 14. 

--Kevin Dean, Y.O.U. 

MAIL PROCESSING UPDATE 

Record Growth in WATS TV Response Continues 

The strong and growing response to "The World Tomorrow" program has con- 
tinued into 1983! In January, a total of 44,485 calls were received as a 
result of the telecast. This is the third highest month on record. The 
second and third highest weekend responses were also recorded during the 
month. 

The following chart compares January, 1983 with January, 1982: 
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J a n .  1983 J a n .  1982 P e r c e n t  I n c r e a s e  

To ta l  WATS TV C a l l s  44,485 31,502 41 
A v e r a g e  Weekend C a l l s  7,938 5 , 251 51 
No. of TV S t a t i o n s  17 5 123 42 
No. of T e l e p h o n e  L i n e s  161 65 147 

T h i s  e n c o u r a g i n g  i n c r e a s e  i n  TV c a l l s  i s  p r i m a r i l y  d u e  t o  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of 
new s t a t i o n s  a n d  t e l e p h o n e . l i n e s .  However,  t h e s e  a re  n o t  t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n s .  
Response  h a s  g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  o n  o l d e r ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  s t a t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
on  newer o n e s .  The  s t r e n g t h  a n d  t i m e l i n e s s  of t h e  c u r r e n t  programs appear 
to be fac tors  as w e l l .  

The number o f  c a l l s  f o r  J a n u a r y ,  1983 would h a v e  b e e n  e v e n  h i g h e r ,  b u t  o n  
o n e  weekend a t e l e t h o n  p r e e m p t e d  t h e  t e lecas t  o n  29 s t a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  WOR 
a n d  KTTV, our major s t a t i o n s  i n  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  L o s  A n g e l e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
Also, t h e  S u p e r  B o w l  game r e d u c e d  t h e  number o f  c a l l s  r e c e i v e d  J a n u a r y  30. 

T h e  month o f  F e b r u a r y  may p r o d u c e  s imi la r  s ta t i s t ics .  The  f i r s t  weekend 
( F e b r u a r y  5-6) was t h e  f o u r t h  h i g h e s t  weekend e v e r  f o r  TV r e s p o n s e .  

S e r v i n g  t h e  E l d e r l y  a n d  I n f i r m e d  

W e  f r e q u e n t l y  r e c e i v e  l e t t e r s  f r o m  e l d e r l y  p e r s o n s ,  many o f  whom s u f f e r  
f r o m  d e b i l i t a t i n g  diseases a n d  a re  c o n f i n e d  e i t h e r  t o  t h e i r  own homes o r  
n u r s i n g  homes. The m a j o r i t y  e x p r e s s  a d e e p  and  humble a p p r e c i a t i o n  for T h e  
PLAIN TRUTH, o u r  o t h e r  1 i t e r . a t u r e  a n d  "The World Tomorrow"' program.  God's, 
t r u e  message  is c l e a r l y  a source o f  c o m f o r t ,  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  and  hope t o  
t h e m .  F o l l o w i n g  a r e  some o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d .  

I l i s t e n  t o  y o u r  program o n  t e l e v i s i o n  almost e v e r y  Sunday and  
e n j o y  i t  v e r y  much. T o  m e  i t  is t h e  most e n l i g h t e n i n g  of a n y  o f  
t h e  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e s  o n  TV. I d o n ' t  g e t  o u t  much, a s  I am q u i t e  
c r i p p l e d  w i t h  a r t h r i t i s ,  so i t  is a r e a l  p l e a s u r e  t o  hear g o o d ,  
s i n c e r e  p r e a c h i n g  a s  you do. 

Mrs. C . J .  ( F a i r f i e l d ,  I A )  

Your books h a v e  g i v e n  m e  a s e n s e  o f  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know e x i s t e d .  Your TV program is dynamic  and  
s h o u l d  be v i e w e d  by a l l  c o n c e r n e d  C h r i s t i a n s .  I n  times l i k e  
t h e s e  w e  n e e d  someone t o  g i v e  u s  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  you a re  t h e  a n s w e r  
t o  a p r a y e r  t h a t  I h a v e  b e e n  a s k i n g  f o r  a l o n g  time. I j u s t  had a 
major o p e r a t i o n  t w o  w e e k s  a g o ,  a n d  y o u r  t e a c h i n g  h a s  h e l p e d  m e  t o  
know t h a t  God is a l l  good!  

Mrs. H . R .  ( B r o o k l y n ,  N Y )  

I look f o r w a r d  t o  The GOOD NEWS and PLAIN TRUTH. B e c a u s e  of a r t h -  
r i t i s ,  I a m  v e r y  much a s h u t - i n .  Mr. A r m s t r o n g  g a v e  m e  t h e  f i r s t  
s e n s i b l e  a n d  b e l i e v a b l e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  God ' s  w r i t t e n  Word. I 
h a v e  l e a r n e d  t o  r e a d  i t  r e g u l a r l y ,  i n s t e a d  o f  i n  a h i t - a n d - m i s s  
f a s h i o n .  

E.W. ( N i l e s ,  MI) 

My w i f e  a n d  I a re  p a t i e n t s  a t  a n u r s i n g  home. I s u r e  g e t  l o t s  o f  
p l e a s u r e  f r o m  The P L A I N  TRUTH, a s  e v e r y t h i n g  is t h e  t r u t h .  You 
do n o t  g e t  i t  i n  a n y  o f  t h e  o ther  m a g a z i n e s .  

F.B. (Mer Rouge, LA) 
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Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  l e t t e r s  and The  GOOD NEWS magazine  a r e  a n  i n s p i -  
r a t i o n  which I would n o t  l i k e  t o  m i s s  o u t  o n  s i n c e  I am g e t t i n g  
a l o n g  i n  y e a r s  ( 7 7 )  and am housebound most o f  t h e  t i m e .  I look 
fo rward  t o  g e t t i n g  The P L A I N  TRUTH and ... e n j o y  s e e i n g  M r .  A r m -  
s t r o n g  o n  TV each Sunday morning and h e a r i n g  his message.  I am 
p r a y i n g  for h i m  and for God's  Kingdom t o  come. 

Mrs. F.M. (Kansas  C i t y ,  MO) 

I had been  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and s i n c e  coming home have  n o t  been  
making v e r y  good p r o g r e s s .  I r e a d  The PLAIN TRUTH from c o v e r  t o  
c o v e r  and would be l o s t  w i t h o u t  i t .  T o  m e  i t  is t h e  best magazine 
a v a i l a b l e .  I ' m  i n  bed most of t h e  time a n d ,  s i n c e  t h e  magazine is 
smal l ,  I d o  n o t  have  t o  s i t  u p  a s  I d o  when I r e a d  my B ib le .  

H.W. (Morehead C i t y ,  NC) 

I t h a n k  you so v e r y  much for my PLAIN TRUTH s u b s c r i p t i o n  and 
b o o k l e t s .  They are e n l i g h t e n i n g  and a comfort t o  m e ,  as  I am a 
s h u t - i n  s u f f e r i n g  from s e v e r e  a r t h r i t i s .  I worked twenty-one 
y e a r s  on  my j o b ,  u n t i l  I d e v e l o p e d  a r t h r i t i s  i n  my h i p .  I have  
had t h r e e  major s u r g e r i e s  p l u s  a t o t a l  h i p  t r a n s p l a n t .  So t h e  
d o c t o r s  and hosp i t a l s  have  a l l  my money, and  I am s t i l l  s u f f e r i n g  
day  and  n i g h t .  

Mrs., A.C. (Los A n g e l e s ,  CA)  

Y o u r  program is a l i f e s a v e r  t o  m e .  I no l o n g e r  d r i v e ,  so c a n ' t  g o  
t o  church--and your  message is so w o n d e r f u l .  

N.F. (Cheyenne,  WY) L 

- -Richard  R i c e ,  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

WEST AFRICA: FIRST CASUALTY OF THE O I L  BUST Accord ing  t o  a top S a u d i  
A r a b i a n  o f f i c i a l ,  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of OPEC and i t s  mandated world o i l  p r i c e  
s t r u c t u r e  c o u l d  d r i v e  t h e  wor ld  i n t o  "chaos ."  I f  t h a t  d o e s  happen p e r h a p s  a 
good example of t h e  t y p e  of e c o n o m i c - s o c i a l  d i s r u p t i o n  t o  be e x p e c t e d ,  
espec ia l ly  i n  t h e  T h i r d  World,  is a l r e a d y  o c c u r r i n g  i n  West A f r i c a .  

J a n u a r y  1 7 ,  t h e  government  of N i g e r i a  a b r u p t l y  announced i t  was o r d e r i n g  
i t s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w o  m i l l i o n  f o r e i g n  workers--about  h a l f  o f  them from 
n e a r b y  Ghana--out o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  The a l i e n  w o r k e r s - - a t t r a c t e d  y e a r s  a g o  
t o  N i g e r i a  d u r i n g  t h a t  c o u n t r y ' s  now f l a t t e n e d - o u t  o i l  boom--were g i v e n  a 
mere t w o  w e e k s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T r y i n g  t o  meet t h e  J a n u a r y  31 
d e a d l i n e ,  t r u c k s  and b u s e s  p i l e d  h i g h  w i t h  p e o p l e  and c a r g o  were backed up 
f o r  l o n g ' d i s t a n c e s  a l o n g  t h e  o l d  " s l a v e  route" r o a d  s t r e t c h i n g  t h e  300-mile 
d i s t a n c e  from N i g e r i a  across t h e  t w o  s l i v e r  c o u n t r i e s  of Ben in  and Togo  
i n t o  Ghana. O t h e r s  f l e d  o n  d a n g e r o u s l y  overcrowded s h i p s .  Some o u t c a s t s  
d i e d  o n  t h e  way--they e i t h e r  s t a r v e d ,  were c r u s h e d  t o  d e a t h ,  or drowned. 

R e p a t r i a t e d  e a r n i n g s  of t h e  Ghanaian  workers i n  N i g e r i a  had been  v i t a l  t o  
Ghana ' s  economy, one  of t h e  poorest i n  t h e  wor ld .  N o t  o n l y  w i l l  t h i s  money 
n o t  be  coming i n ,  b u t  Ghana w i l l  be e x t r e m e l y  h a r d  p r e s s e d  t o  f e e d  o v e r  
9 0 0 , 0 0 0  more people. F o r  N i g e r i a ,  t h e  o i l  boom--which had p r o v i d e d  u p  t o  
90% o f  i ts  . f o r e i g n  e a r n i n g s - - i s  o v e r .  The c o u n t r y ' s  f o r e i g n  exchange  
r e s e r v e s ,  w i t h  which i t  p a y s  f o r  imports, a re  r a p i d l y  d r y i n g  up. Food w i l l  
be a problem f o r  N i g e r i a ' s  o v e r  80 m i l l i o n  p e o p l e ,  s i n c e  a g r i c u l t u r e  h a s  
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been  s o r e l y  n e g l e c t e d  s i n c e  independence .  N i g e r i a ,  o n c e  A f r i c a ' s  l a r g e s t  
food  e x p o r t e r  h a s  become t h e  c o n t i n e n t ' s  b i g g e s t  i m p o r t e r  of food .  And a t  
t h e  moment t h e r e  is  p r e c i o u s  l i t t l e  money t o  buy impor t ed  f o o d ,  c e r t a i n l y  
t h e  more l u x u r y - l e v e l  p r o c e s s e d  food  products  t o  which  N i g e r i a ' s  g rowing  
midd le  c lass  had become accus tomed.  

For some a d d i t i o n a l  background reports  t o  t h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  deve lopment  w e  
have  e x c e r p t s  from a c o u p l e  o f  a r t i c l e s  from t h e  B r i t i s h  p r e s s .  T h e  f i r s t  
a r t i c l e ,  e n t i t l e d  " S c a p e g o a t s  f o r  a n  O i l  G l u t , "  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  F e b r u a r y  4 ,  
1983 F I N A N C I A L  TIMES: 

For t h e  p a s t  three w e e k s ,  N i g e r i a  seems t o  have  been  s u f f e r i n g  
from a c h r o n i c  case o f  s c h i z o p h r e n i a .  I t  h a s  managed t o  expel 
h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  m i g r a n t  workers i n  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  c o n s i d -  
e r ab le  m i s e r y  w i t h o u t  a p p a r e n t l y  s u f f e r i n g  from any g r e a t  d e g r e e  
o f  p u b l i c  remorse. The e x p u l s i o n  o f  t h e  G h a z a n r a n m e r  West 
A f r i c a n s  who had f l o c k e d  t o  N i g e r i a  f o r  j o b s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  
y e a r s  of o i l  boom is r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  a c t i o n  o f  a 
s o v e r e i g n  s t a t e ,  e v e n  though i t  was done  w i t h o u t  warn ing  and  
w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t a t i o n . . . .  

[Because o f  t h e  d rop-o f f  i n  o i l  r e v e n u e s ]  b o t h  f o r e i g n  exchange  
income and government  r e v e n u e s  have  been  s l a s h e d ,  f o r c i n g  d r a s t i c  
c u t - b a c k s  i n  imports and  g e n e r a l  economic  a c t i v i t y  and i n  t u r n  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  a s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  i n  u r b a n  unemployment. P u b l i c  
a t t e n t i o n  i n e v i t a b l y  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  m i g r a n t  workers, 
who had t a k e n  on t h o u s a n d s  of lowly -pa id  j o b s  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
t e x t i l e  f ac to r i e s ,  h o t e l s  and d o m e s t i c  s e r v i c e - - j o b s  which i n  
normal  circumstances most Nigerians would consider beneath their 
d i g n i t y . .  . . 

The B r i t i s h  news magazine  THE SPECTATOR, i n  i t s  F e b r u a r y  5 issue expanded 
on t h i s  l a t e s t  example o f  h e a r t r e n d i n g  human t r a g e d y  t o  take  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  
t h e  

- -  
s k i d d i n g  f o r t u n e s  o f  West A f r i c a - a s  a whole:  

The  e x p u l s i o n  by N i g e r i a  o f  n e a r l y  t w o  m i l l i o n  Ghana ians  i s  f a r  
more b r u t a l  and d a n g e r o u s  t h a n  t h e  e x p u l s i o n  from Ghana, i n  1 9 6 9 ,  
o f  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  a l i e n s ,  most o f  them t o  N i g e r i a .  T h i s  w e e k  w e  have  
r e a d  o f  Ghana ians  g i v e n  o n l y  a few d a y s  t o  be o u t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ;  
o f  newspape r s  and r ad io  i n c i t i n g  a n t i - G h a n a i a n  v i o l e n c e ;  o f  
s t a t e m e n t s  by A l i  Baba, t h e  apt ly-named M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  
t h a t  f o r e i g n e r s  a re  r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  N i g e r i a n  crime wave.... 

I n  t o d a y ' s  West A f r i c a  ... e x c e p t  f o r  S e n e g a l  and t h e  I v o r y  Coast 
( b o t h  s t r o n g l y  under  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  F r a n c e )  almost e v e r y  
c o u n t r y  h a s  s u f f e r e d  from m i l i t a r y  government . . . .  And yet w e  i n  
E u r o  e ,  who h e a r  so much o f  i n ' u s t i c e s  i n  S o u t h A f r i c a , k n =  

Few j o u r n a l i s t s  
c a n  g e t  p e r m i x o n  t o  e n t F W G t A f r  i c a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  
S e n e g a l  and t h e  I v o r y  Coast,  w h i c h  have  l i t t l e  t o  h i d e . . . .  

- d a b x t  m s  f l s m r s i z  o t t h e  c o n t i G n t .  

.Those bus inessmen  and  those v e r y  few j o u r n a l i s t s  who have  re- 
c e n t l y  been  t o  N i g e r i a  speak o f  c o r r u p t i o n  q u i t e  u n p a r a l l e l e d  o n  
t h i s  e a r t h ,  o f  hav ing  t o  br ibe  o n e ' s  way o n t o  p l a n e s  w i t h  con- 
f i r m e d  s e a t s ,  and i n t o  h o t e l s  w i t h  c o n f i r m e d  r e s e r v a t i o n s .  The  
p e a s a n t s  are  d e s e r t i n g  t h e  l a n d ;  t r i b a l  and r e l i g i o u s  massacres 
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take p l a c e  i n  t h e  n o r t h ;  t h e  B i a f r a n s  s t i l l  long  f o r  a separate  
s t a t e .  A f a l l  i n  t h e  pr ice  o f  o i l  ... h a s  shown w h a t  havoc  w i l l  
come when t h e  o i l  r u n s  o u t  a l t o g e t h e r  .... 
Ghanaian  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  w r i t i n g  anonymously i n  t h e  A f r i c a n  news 
magaz ines  p u b l i s h e d  i n  London, g i v e  t e r r i f y i n g  a c c o u n t s  o f  
murde r ,  a n a r c h y ,  l o o t i n g ,  breakdown o f  a l l  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  and 
t r i b a l  h o s t i l i t y  between t h e  A s h a n t i  and Ewe people, above a l l  a 
purge of t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  e d u c a t e d  class. 

W e  may now be w i t n e s s i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e s  of p o s t - c o l o n i a l  A f r i c a ' s  d e s c e n t  
i n t o  a new d a r k  age  o f  economic d e s p a i r  and  p o l i t i c a l  u p h e a v a l .  T h e  U.S. 
NEWS AND WORLD REPORT, i n  i t s  F e b r u a r y  14 i s s u e  a l s o  took a look a t  what  i t  
h e a d l i n e d  "The D e s p e r a t e  S t r a i t s  o f  B l a c k  A f r i c a " :  

N i g e r i a ' s  mass e x p u l s i o n  of more t h a n  2 m i l l i o n  a l i e n  workers 
u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  economic c r i s i s  t h a t  is r a v a g i n g  b l a c k - r u l e d  
n a t i o n s  o f  A f r i c a  and setting t h e  s t a g e  f o r  a n  e x p l o s i o n  o f  un- - res t . .  . . Many s t a t e s  t h a t  won independence  i n  r e l a t i v e l y  pros- 
perous times a f t e r  world War I1 lack t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  or s k i l l s  
t o  c o p e  w i t h  i n t r a c t a b l e ,  s e e m i n g l y  permanent  p rob lems .  The 

- -- -- 

World Bank r e c e n t l y  c a t a l o g e d  some. o f  t h e m - - c o r r u p t i o n ,  i n e f f  i- 
c i e n c y ,  e x c e s s i v e  government  s p e n d i n  , o v e r v a l u e d  c u r r e n c i e s  and 

c o n t i n e n F s  f o r e i g n  d e b t ,  c u r r e n t l y  t o p p i n g  6 0  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  
and  way o u t  of p r o p o r t i o n  t o  w h a t  A f r i c a n  s t a t e s  take i n  from 

n e g l e c t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .  By f a r  + t e most p r e s s i n g  c o n c e r n  is t h e  

ab road . . . .  

A d i s p a t c h  r e c e i v e d  o v e r  o u r  UP1 teletype on  F e b r u a r y  5 examined the 
c u r i o u s  phenomenon o f  why t h e  d r a s t i c  e x p u l s i o n  o f  f o r e i g n e r s  f rom N i g e r i a  
h a s  s p a r k e d  so l i t t l e  react ion i n  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  wor ld .  

Had t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  or any  other w e s t e r n  n a t i o n  e x p e l l e d  
i l l e g a l  a l i e n s  a s  a b r u p t l y  a s  N i g e r i a  j u s t  k i c k e d  o u t  h u n d r e d s  o f  
t h o u s a n d s  of unwanted f o r e i g n e r s ,  t h e r e  would have  been  s e v e r e  
wor ldwide  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  .... 
But  t h e  exodus  from Af r i ca ' s  b i g g e s t  and most p o p u l o u s  n a t i o n  h a s  
:parked l i t t l e  o u t r a g e  e i t h e r  a t  home or a b r o a d .  Governments ,  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t l o n s  a n 7  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  West 
have  had l i t t l e  t o  s a y  a b o u t  N i g e r i a ' s  sudden  e x p u l s i o n  o f  t h e  
s t r a n g e r s  i n  i ts m i d s t ,  many o f  whom h a v e  been  r e s i d e n t  f o r  
y e a r s  . 

-. 

"The v o i c e  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  c o n s c i e n c e  is  s u d d e n l y  s i l e n t  and  

"IS i t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e f t - w i n g  c o n s e n s u s  t h a t  
m x e  ,"said one c o r r e s p o n d e n t t o  THE T I M E S m o n d o n  

o n l y  w h i t e  s t a t e s  are r ac i s t ?  O r  is t h e r e  a d e e p - r o o t e d  r a c i s m  
i n  t h e  more v o c i f e r o u s  o f  t h e  a n t i - r a c i s t s  t h a t  causes t h e m  t o  
keep s i l e n t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  expect no  b e t t e r  o f  A f r i c a n s ? "  

Nor h a s  the e x p u l s i o n  a r o u s e d  p r o t e s t  i n  t h e  West African n a t i o n  
i t s e l f .  I n  a g e n e r a l  a tmosphe re  of xenophob ia ,  newspape r s  have  
e i t h e r  i g n o r e d  or a p p l a u d e d  it .  The D A I L Y  TIMES o f  Lagos c a l l e d  
o n  N i g e r i a n s  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  government  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  a l i e n s . .  . . 
[An a r t i c l e  i n  t h a t  same newspaper ,  reported elsewhere, j u s t i f i e d  
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t h e  e x p u l s i o n  by s a y i n g  t h a t  i n  B r i t a i n  and  America, a n  i l l e g a l  
a l i e n ,  i f  found ,  " is  a r r e s t e d  and s e n t  t o  p r i s o n ,  where h e  is 
t o r t u r e d .  '7 

The move was a p o p u l a r  one  for  t h e  government  of P r e s i d e n t  Shehu 
S h a g a r i ,  which is c o u r t i n g  v o t e s  for e l e c t i o n s  e x p e c t e d  i n  J u l y .  
F o r e i g n e r s  have  been  blamed for  r e l i g i o u s  r i o t s  i n  t h e  Moslem 
n o r t h  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  and f o r  t h e  growing  t i d e  of crime, v i o l e n c e  
and p r o s t i t u t i o n  i n  Lagos  and o t h e r  c i t i e s . . . .  Most of t h e  fo r -  
e i g n e r s  were f o r c e d  t o  l e a v e  b e h i n d  t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n s  and  s e l l  
t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  f o r  a f r a c t i o n  o f  i t s  v a l u e .  

Meanwhile ,  Down S o u t h  

I n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of t h e  c o n t i n e n t ,  t h e  i s s u e s  a re  s t i l l  more p o l i t i c a l  
t h a n  economic ,  The  war i n  S o u t h  West A f r i c a  (Namibia) d r a g s  on--and f o r  
good r e a s o n .  The  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  a re  d e t e r m i n e d  n o t  t o  l e t  a Communist- 
backed government  come to  power i n  SWA, b r i n g i n g  h o s t i l e  f o r c e s  r i g h t  down 
t o  t h e  Orange R i v e r .  Here is a r e p o r t  f rom t h e  D A I L Y  TELEGRAPH o f  London, 
December 8 ,  1982 e n t i t l e d  "South  A f r i c a ' s  war o f  S u r v i v a l . "  I t  is w r i t t e n  
by j o u r n a l i s t  S t e p h e n  Glove r  who had  s p e n t  time l a s t  y e a r  i n  p a r t  o f  t h e  
Namibian war zone.  

A s  you g e t  closer t o  S o u t h  A f r i c a ' s  war i n  n o r t h e r n  Namibia so i t  
seems less l i k e l y  t h a t  i t  w i l l  e n d . i n  t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e .  I n  
London you a re  t o l d  t h a t  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  a re  s t i l l  p r o c e e d i n g  a p a c e .  
I n  P r e t o r i a  i t  is a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  are g r a v e  p rob lems  .... I n  
t h e  "war zone" some o f  t h e  more s e n i o r  s o l d i e r s  have  been  t o l d  o n  
t h e  h i g h e s t  a u t h o r i t y ,  a s  t h e y  p u t  i t ,  t h a t  t h e  war w i l l  g o  
on . .  . . 
American o f f i c i a l s  [ h a v e  been  a t t e m p t i n g ]  t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h e  wi th -  
d r a w a l  of 20,000-odd Cuban troops from Angola ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  
which t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  have  s a i d  t h e y  w i l l  l e a v e  Namibia and 
p e r m i t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y - s u p e r v i s e d  e l e c t i o n s .  The S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  
f e a r  ... t h a t ,  i f  s t i l l  i n  Ango la ,  t h e  Cubans m i g h t  - b e  i n v i t e d  - i n t o  
Namibia s h o u l d  Swapo win a n  e l e c t r o n  t h e r e .  

The t r u t h  is t h a t  - t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s ,  p e r h a p s  knowing a l i t t l e  
more a b o u t  t h e i r  c o n t i n e n t  t h a n  do t h e  Amer icans ,  h a v e  n e v e r  
X l y - i e x t h a t  t h e  Cub= w z l d e a v e  Angola.  They have  
been u n a b l e  t o  see how t h e  Angolan Government c o u l d  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  
t h e  Cubans i n  i t s  c i v i l  war w i t h  i t s  own [ S o u t h  Af r i can -backed]  
g u e r r i l l a s ,  U n i t a .  More i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  see t h e  
Cubans a s  t h e  l o n  arm o f  Moscow w h o z u i a t e  u r p o s e o n  the 

Because  w e  i n  t h e  West see t h i n g s  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  or d o  n o t  care 
overmuch a b o u t  t h e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  we u n d e r e s t i -  
mated t h e m p e x t e  t e n a c i t y  o f t h a t  c o u n t r y .  T o  most S o u t h  
A f r i c a n s  t h i s  is a war of s u r v i v a l ,  n o t  some i r r e l e v a n t  c o l o n i a l  
s q u a b b l e ,  I t  is t h f i o F E o m  l i n e . .  . . 

7 -- 

c o n t i n e n t  t h e y  d e r e K t ? 5 - b e ~ a n ~ a t i ~  --- - t b-- emse v e s .  

- - -  

What a s o r r y  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s .  T h e  N i g e r i a n s  d o n ' t  care what happens  t o  t h e  
G h a n a i a n s  and  t h e  d e l u d e d  West d o e s  " n o t  care  overmuch" i f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  is 
a n n i h i l a t e d  ( t o  i ts  own g r a v e  p e r i l  i f  i t  o n l y  knew).  



PASTOR GENERAL ' S REPORT, FEBRUARY 11, 19 8 3 PAGE 9 

Meanwhile, do not expect the United Nations to take any clear-headed 
actions with regard to the deteriorating conditions in Africa. The U.N. 
General Assembly has an extremely lopsided view of the world as a whole and 
Africa in particular. In an official publication recently sent to us by the 
U.N.* I happened to come across the list of official "Annual Days and 
Weeks," observed yearly by the world body. Here they are: 

21 March International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination 

Beg inning Week of Solidarity with the Peoples Struggling 
21 March against Racism and Racial Discrimination 

Beg inning Week of Solidarity with the Colonial Peoples of 
25 May Southern Africa 

5 June Wor Id Env i r onrnent Day 

16 June International Day of Solidarity with the Strug- 
gling People of South Africa 

9 August International Day of Solidarity with the Struggle 
of Women in South Africa 

26 August Namibia Day 

Third Tuesday International Day of Peace 
of September 

11 October Day of Solidarity with South African Political 
Prisoners 

24 October United Nations Day, and World Development Infor- 

24-30 October Disarmament week 

mation Day 

Week of 
27 October Their Liberation Movement 

Week of Solidarity with the People of Namibia and 

29 November International Day of Solidarity with the Pales- 

10 December Human Rights Day 

tinian People 

Note that eight of the 14 observances deal in one way or another with 
southern Africa. If only that part of the world could be I 
suppose there would be happiness and peace all over the earth. 

--Gene H. Hogberg, News Bureau 


