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DATE O F  SECOND PASSOVER 

T h e  d a t e  of t h e  s e c o n d  P a s s o v e r  ( t h e  1 4 t h  
d a y  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  month)  is F r i d a y ,  May 7 t h .  
The  s e c o n d  P a s s o v e r  i s  t o  be o b s e r v e d  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  e v e n i n g ,  T h u r s d a y  n i g h t ,  May 6 t h ,  
a f t e r  s u n s e t .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

German-speak ing  Areas The  German o f f i c e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  happy 
t o  welcome P a u l  a n d  Monica  K i e f f e r  back t o  Germany a t  t h e  end of t h i s  month .  
T h e  K i e f f e r s  w i l l  be s t a y i n g  i n  a n  a p a r t m e n t  i n  our  Bonn O f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  
u n t i l  t h e y  c a n  move i n t o  A l f r e d  H e l l e m a n n ' s  a p a r t n e n t  i n  B a v a r i a  o n  t h e  
A u s t r i a n  border.  Herr He l l emann  w i l l  be moving o u t  t h i s  summer to  b e g i n  
s e r v i n g  t h e  t h ree  C h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h  of Germany--Hamburg, Hannover  a n d  
B e r l i n .  Mr. and  Mrs. K i e f f e r  w i l l  s e r v e  our C h u r c h e s  i n  B a v a r i a  and  
A u s t r i a .  

I n c r e a s e d  PM a c t i v i t y  was n o t e d  by t w o  o f  our m i n i s t e r s .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  
t y p i c a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  members '  a n d  PM problems which  p r e c e d e s  P a s s o v e r  e v e r y  
y e a r  was also e v i d e n t !  Many of those b e i n g  t r i e d  a r e  r i s i n g  t o  t h e  occa- 
s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  d e t e r m i n i n g  w i t h  God's h e l p  t o  " t u r n  t h e i r  l e m o n s  i n t o  
lemonade!"  

The  month o f  March b r o u g h t  a n o t h e r  r e c o r d - b r e a k i n g  t o t a l  mail  c o u n t ,  m a i n l y  
a s  a r e s u l t  of a d v e r t i s i n g .  Compared t o  March 1 9 8 1 ,  o v e r  200 p e r c e n t  more 
l e t t e r s  and  c a r d s  p o u r e d  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  i n  M a r c h - - n e a r l y  1 , 0 0 0  pieces of 
mai l  per w o r k i n g  d a y .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  m o n t h s  o f  1 9 8 2  w e  r e c e i v e d  much 
more t h a n  h a l f  t h e  mail  count for  a l l  o f  l a s t  y e a r ,  w i t h  7 0 , 7 1 8  p i e c e s  of 
mail r e c e i v e d  t h u s  f a r  t h i s  y e a r  a s  compared  t o  1 1 9 , 0 0 0  i n  1 9 8 1 .  

Our r e g u l a r  mail  i n c r e a s e d  by 80% i n  March, and  f o r  t h e  y e a r  t o  d a t e  i t  h a s  
i n c r e a s e d  66%. A d v e r t i s i n g  h a s  n o t  o n l y  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  o u r  s u b -  
s c r i p t i o n  l i s t  f r o m  7 8 , 0 0 0  i n  J a n u a r y  to  9 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  March i s s u e ,  i t  h a s  
a lso i n c r e a s e d  t h e  number of cards  and  l e t t e r s  r e c e i v e d  f rom o u r  readers .  

On March 1 9 t h  HORZU, West Germany ' s  l a r g e s t  T V / r a d i o  p r o g r a m  m a g a z i n e  w i t h  
a c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  f o u r  m i l l i o n ,  p u b l i s h e d  a b l a c k  and  w h i t e  f u l l - p a g e  ad f o r  
The  PLAIN TRUTH i n  f i v e  l a n g u a g e s .  Glued-on  pos tcards  were u s e d  i n  1.1 
m i l l i o n  i s s u e s  a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  s o u t h  of Germany. T o  d a t e  ( A p r i l  7 t h )  w e ' v e  
a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  1 2 , 5 7 0  r e q u e s t s .  
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N e w  Z e a l a n d  March b r o u g h t  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h i g h e s t  m o n t h l y  income  e v e r  
r e c e i v e d  by t h e  o f f i c e  h e r e ,  w i t h  a n  e x c e l l e n t  3 4 . 7 %  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  
f i g u r e  f o r  March l a s t  y e a r .  T h i s  b r i n g s  t h e  y e a r - t o - d a t e  income i n c r e a s e  
to  27 .7%.  However,  t h e  o l d  a d a g e  t h a t  "The  Lord g i v e t h  ... b u t  t h e  g o v e r n -  
men t  t a k e t h  away" o n c e  a g a i n  a p p l i e s ,  w i t h  p o s t a g e  charges  r i s i n g  by 20-25% 
a s  of A p r i l  f i r s t .  

T h e  ma i l  c o u n t  €or March was v e r y  f i n e  a l s o ,  w i t h  j u s t  u n d e r  9 , 0 0 0  items 
r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  month--an i n c r e a s e  of 6 6 %  o v e r  l a s t  March. W h i t e  m a i l  
was up by 141%, r e g u l a r  m a i l  up  6 4 % ,  and d o n a t i o n  m a i l  u p  2 6 % .  The  y e a r - t o -  
da t e  i n c o m i n g  m a i l  t o t a l  now s t a n d s  a t  a 7 4 %  i n c r e a s e .  O u t g o i n g  m a i l  fo r  
t h e  y e a r  t o  d a t e  is 4 5 %  h i g h e r  t h a n  l a s t  y e a r ,  so t h e  l e v e l  o f  a c t i v i i y  i n  
t h e  o f f i c e  h a s  been  h i g h  a l l  a r o u n d  so f a r  t h i s  year .  

W e  h a v e  now r e c e i v e d  9 , 5 0 0  r e s p o n s e s  to  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  l a s t  s e m i - a n n u a l  
l e t t e r ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  o v e r  21% of o u r  PLAIN TRUTH l i s t .  Of t h e s e  p e o p l e  
5 , 2 0 0  r e q u e s t e d  a sample c o p y  o f  YOUTH 8 2 ,  and  700  o f  these h a v e  a l r e a d y  
s e e n  t h e i r  sample c o p y  a n d  r e q u e s t e d  a f u l l  s u b s c r i p t i o n .  

The  s e r i e s  of e i g h t  WALL STREET JOURNAL a d s  i n  t h e  NEW ZEALAND HERALD h a s  
now b e e n  r u n  and  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  6 0 0  new P L A I N  TRUTH s u b -  
s c r i b e r s ,  bes ides  g e t t i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  m e s s a g e  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  of m u l t i p l e  
t h o u s a n d s  of N e w  Z e a l a n d e r s .  From a r e s p o n s e  p o i n t  of v i e w ,  t h e  a d  h e a d -  
l i n e d  " A  S t a g g e r i n g  Turn  i n  World E v e n t s ' '  w e l l  o u t p u l l e d  a l l  of t h e  o ther  
a d s ,  b r i n g i n g  i n  220  r e s p o n s e s  a l o n e .  

T h e  same s e r i e s  of a d s  w i l l  be p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  W e l l i n g t o n  n e w s p a p e r ,  THE 
D O M I N I O N ,  t h r o u g h  Apr i l  a n d  May. We're a l s o  r u n n i n g  a s e r i e s  of f u l l - p a g e  
ads  i n  N e w  Z e a l a n d ' s  h i g h e s t  c i r c u l a t i o n  m a g a z i n e ,  THE NEW ZEALAND 
LISTENER,  o n e  p e r  month from March t h r o u g h  A u g u s t .  The  March a d  h a s  a l r e a d y  
b r o u g h t  i n  200 r e p l i e s .  

Tonga  Our b r e t h r e n  i n  Tonga m i r a c u l o u s l y  e s c a p e d  t h e  f u l l  f o r c e  o f  C y c l o n e  
I saac ,  wh ich  d e v a s t a t e d  l a r g e  areas  of t h e  t i n y  I s l a n d  Kingdom e a r l y  i n  
March o f  t h i s  y e a r .  The  c y c l o n e  v e e r e d  l a r g e l y  a r o u n d  t h e  i s l a n d s  where  o u r  
members l i v e ,  b u t  w e n t  s t r a i g h t  t h r o u g h  i s l a n d  g r o u p s  where n o  members 
l i v e .  The  o n l y  major damage s u s t a i n e d  by t h e  b r e t h r e n  was t h e  loss of t h e  
r o o f  of o n e  member f a m i l y ' s  home. Crops were l o s t  as  w e l l .  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  
f r o m  members i n  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  p l u s  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t  f r o m  P a s a d e n a ,  a r e  b e i n g  
u s e d  t o  h e l p  t h e  b r e t h r e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  c u r r e n t  f o o d  s h o r t a g e .  

The  b r e t h r e n  are l o o k i n g  forward to t h e  upcoming P a s s o v e r  a n d  Holy  Day 
s e a s o n  w i t h  e x t r a  a n t i c i p a t i o n ,  a s  D r .  a n d  Mrs. Herman Hoeh a r e  s c h e d u l e d  
t o  be w i t h  them. D r .  Hoeh p l a n n e d  to  be i n  Tonga  f o r  t h e  P a s s o v e r  and  t h e  
F i r s t  Day o f  U n l e a v e n e d  B r e a d ,  wh ich  w i l l  b e  a g r e a t  boost t o  t h e  Tongan 
b r e t h r e n  a t  t h i s  time o f  h a r d s h i p .  D r .  Hoeh was t h e n  to  come t o  W e l l i n g t o n  
t o  speak to  a combined  g r o u p  o f  C h u r c h e s  on  t h e  w e e k l y  S a b b a t h ,  a n d  t o  
Auck land  f o r  a n o t h e r  combined  s e r v i c e  o n  t h e  L a s t  Day of U n l e a v e n e d  Bread. 
Then h e  w i l l  take a Sabbath  s e r v i c e  i n  S u v a ,  F i j i ,  o n  A p r i l  1 7 t h .  

A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Second  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Proqram 

Dear Mr. A r m s t r o n g :  

We h a v e  f i n i s h e d  t h e  s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  of t h e  s e c o n d  M i n i s t e r i a l  
R e f r e s h i n g  P rogram.  My w i f e  a n d  I c a n  c e r t a i n l y  s a y  t h a t  you  
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were l e d  by God t o  c o n d u c t  these  programs of w h i c h  w e  a r e  v e r y  
t h a n k f u l  t o  have  been  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

T h i s  second program was a v e r y  h e l p f u l ,  v i t a l ,  and n e c e s s a r y  
a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  f i r s t  one .  W e  would c o n s i d e r  i t  an  i m p o r t a n t  
second c h a p t e r  i n  our  t r a i n i n g .  W h i l e  t h e  f i r s t  M i n i s t e r i a l  
R e f r e s h i n g  Program l a i d  t h e  basic  f o u n d a t i o n ;  t h i s  second one 
(as ide  from making n e c e s s a r y  a d d i t i o n s  t o  i t )  began t o  b u i l d  o n  
t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  to g i v e  more form, d e t a i l ,  d i r e c t i o n ,  u n d e r s t a n d -  
i n g  and emphas i s  o n  & w e  s h o u l d  do  our p a r t  b e t t e r  i n  h e l p i n g  
b u i l d  t h e  Body of C h r i s t - - t h e  Church.  T h i s  h e l p s  u s  f u l f i l l  t h e  
job f o r  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  been c a l l e d  and d r a f t e d  i n t o ,  and t o  h e l p  
you f u l f i l l  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  Commission i n  t h i s  end t i m e .  

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  your  hav ing  t a k e n  t h e  time to  t a l k  t o  u s  i n  t h e  
s e s s i o n .  Even as  many have  commented, i t  was v e r y  p r o f i t a b l e .  
And as a l w a y s ,  those who t a u g h t  and had p a r t  i n  t h i s  program 
showed z e a l ,  d e d i c a t i o n ,  and t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  l o v e  and s e r v i c e .  
W e  t hank  a l l  o f  them t h r o u g h  you f o r  s u c h  a s p l e n d i d ,  l i v i n g  
example.  Also ,  w e  a r e  v e r y  happy t o  have  been  p a r t  o f  a t o t a l l y  
new. g r o u p  ( t o  u s )  of m i n i s t e r s  and wives  t h i s  time, and a g a i n  w e  
see t h e  same o n e n e s s  o f  s p i r i t  and p u r p o s e  and u n i t y  among a l l .  

T h i s  C h u r c h  is  i n d e e d  d o i n g  t h e  r i g h t  programs i n  p r e p a r i n g  
i t s e l f  and d o i n g  t h e  Work  i n  t h i s  end time. T h i s  s h o r t  l e t t e r  
c a n n o t  d e s c r i b e  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  have  l e a r n e d ,  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  and  
a r e  t h a n k f u l  f o r ;  b u t  w e  j u s t  want t o  e x p r e s s  these  t h i n g s  to  
you--even i f  i t  is  j u s t  t h e  " t i p  of t h e  i c e b e r g "  o f  our impres-  
s i o n s ,  e x p e r  i e n c e s ,  and t h a n k f u l n e s s .  

Edmond and Lorna Yacaraeg  

Dear Yr. Armstrong:  

P a t  and I a r e  g r a t e f u l  to God f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  s e r v e  i n  H i s  
W o r k .  The t h i r d  s e s s i o n  of second r e f r e s h e r  g a v e  u s  two times t o  
h e a r  from you--once i n  a c l a s s  and o n c e  i n  a s e r v i c e .  Thank you 
f o r  p r e s e n t i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t e a c h i n g  and h o s p i t a l i t y .  I t  was 
e n j o y a b l e  and p r o f i t a b l e . .  

Your encouragement  and c o r r e c t i o n  was a v e r y  spec ia l  t r e a t .  God 
h e l p  a l l  o f  u s  t o  see and a d m i t  t h e  wrong t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  do ,  a s  
w e l l  as h e l p  u s  change  to  l i v i n g  by t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  H e  h a s  
r e v e a l e d  v i a  t h e  p r o p h e t s  and apostles. 

Thanks a g a i n  f o r  g i v i n g  u s  t h i s  t i m e  o f  r e f r e s h i n g .  Soon t h e  
r e f r e s h i n g  government  of t h e  Kingdom o f  God w i l l  be  on e a r t h  for 
e v e r y o n e .  

W. Ronald and P a t  Reedy 

Mr. Joe T k a c h :  

Al though i t  h a s  been  a few w e e k s  s i n c e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  r e f r e s h i n g  
program,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  is too l a t e  t o  wr i t e  and e x p r e s s  o u r  
t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  t remendous  l i f t  i t  was t o  Debbie and m e .  A s  t h e  ad 
s a y s ,  "Thanks,  w e  needed t h a t ! "  
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I n  many ways t h i s  s e c o n d  p r o g r a m  s u r p a s s e d  t h e  f i r s t .  The  
classes h i t  home to u s  p e r s o n a l l y  and  g a v e  u s  a boost. 
E s p e c i a l l y  f u l f i l l i n g  was t h e  c h a n c e  t o  meet so many men from t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a r e a s .  One of t h e  most i n s p i r i n g  l e c t u r e s  was Rod 
M a t t h e w ' s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  on  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a rea  of G o d ' s  W o r k .  
L e a r n i n g  a b o u t  our  b r e t h r e n  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  h e l p s  u s  to  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  we t r u l y  a r e  a Wor ldwide  C h u r c h  of God. Many t h a n k s  
a g a i n  and  w e  look f o r w a r d  to s e e i n g  you  o n  R e f r e s h i n g  111. 

D a r r i s  a n d  D e b b i e  McNeely 

W h a t  Neighbors a n d  V i s i t o r s  Say A b o u t  God ' s  College 

T h e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  God ' s  C o l l e g e  and  W o r k ,  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  and t h e  s t u d e n t s  
a r e  b r i n g i n g  w a r m  comments from many who l i v e  a r o u n d  A . C . ,  a s  w e l l  a s  from 
o u t - o f - t o w n  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  campus .  Here i s  a s a m p l i n g  of r e c e n t  comments :  

Dear Mr. Arms t rong :  

D u r i n g  a r e c e n t  t r i p ,  o n e  of t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  was o u r  v i s i t  to  
Ambassador  C o l l e g e .  The  m i n u t e  we stepped on t h e  campus we f e l t  
t h a t  here  was s o m e t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t . .  . . F r i e n d l y  s m i l i n g  f a c e s  
g r e e t e d  u s  e v e r y w h e r e !  The b e a u t y  a n d  c l e a n l i n e s s  o f  t h e  g r o u n d s  
a n d  b u i l d i n g s  are  j u s t  beyond d e s c r i p t i o n .  W e  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  s t a f f .  They  
a l l  w e n t  o u t  of t h e i r  way to show u s  a r o u n d ,  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  
w e  came on  a r e a l l y  hec t i c  d a y .  What a t r e m e n d o u s  t h r i l l  i t  was! 

R.  h D.B. (De Land ,  FL) 

The  s t u d e n t s  a r e  some of t h e  b e s t  s t u d e n t s  I ' v e  s e e n - - i n  p e r s o n a l  
h a b i t s ,  c l e a n l i n e s s  and  f r i e n d l i n e s s . .  .Ambassador C o l l e g e  p u l l s  
up  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  

R .D.  ( P a s a d e n a ,  CA) 

One of t h e  f e m a l e  s t u d e n t s  took u s  t h r o u g h  M a y f a i r  a n d  T e r r a c e  
V i l l a .  W e  were impressed by t h e s e  dormitories. I t  seemed l i k e  
those g i r l s  were o n e  b i g  h a p p y  f a m i l y  ... e v e r y w h e r e  w e  w e n t  p e o p l e  
h e l p i n g  and  e n c o u r a g i n g  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h i s  was f a n t a s t i c !  ! 

E.P.  ( D a y t o n ,  TN) 

Dear Mr. LaRav ia :  

For a l l  t h e  y e a r s  Ambassador  C o l l e g e  h a s  b e e n  i n  P a s a d e n a  I h a v e  
b e e n  y o u r  n e i g h b o r .  You a r e  a good n e i g h b o r .  My c o m p l i m e n t s  g o  
t o  you for a d d i n g  s t a b i l i t y  and  l e a d e r s h i p  to  y o u r  campus .  I 
hope t o  see y o u r  school a n d  t o  meet y o u ,  e s p e c i a l l y .  Warm 
r e g a r d s .  

F.S. ( P a s a d e n a ,  CA) 

--Joe T k a c h ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

MAIL PROCESSING CENTER UPDATE 

Phone  R e s p o n s e  S e t s  N e w  Weekend Record 

W e  a re  happy  to r e p o r t  t h a t  10 ,283  p e o p l e  c a l l e d  i n  d u r i n g  t h e  weekend of 
A p r i l  10-11 i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  of Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  t e le -  
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c a s t  a b o u t  Easter .  T h i s  was a 1 9 %  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  l a s t  weekend a n d  s e t s  
a n o t h e r  new record for  t h e  number o f  c a l l s  r e c e i v e d .  

Comments About  t h e  B i b l e  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  Course 

T h e  Ambassador C o l l e g e  B i b l e  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  C o u r s e  c o n t i n u e s  to  i n s p i r e  new 
s t u d e n t s  a s  w e l l  as t h o s e  s t u d y i n g  i t  a g a i n .  Many s t u d e n t s  of t h e  c o u r s e  
e x p r e s s  t h e i r  e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  a b o u t  t h e  l e s s o n s  a s  shown by t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  comments:  

I an. c u r r e n t l y  e n r o l l e d  i n  y o u r  B i b l e  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  C o u r s e  and  
f i n d  i t  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  e x c i t i n g .  I a m  so g r a t e f u l  for t h e  
knowledge  and  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  of t h e  e n t i r e  B i b l e .  Never  before  
was B i b l i c a l  knowledge  so i n t e r e s t i n g  and  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  

Thank you  f o r  f o c u s i n g  o n  areas which  a f f e c t  a l l  mankind--our 
t r u e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  God t h r o u g h  Jesus C h r i s t  a s  well  as  t h e  
b l e s s i n g s  f o r  o b e d i e n c e  and  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t s  f o r  d i s o b e d i e n c e .  
May God c o n t i n u e  t o  bless  y o u r  w o r k .  I am now r e a d y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  
l e s s o n  and  mus t  s a y  t h a t  each new l e s s o n  is a r e a l  e y e - o p e n e r  and  
t h r i l l e r .  

L.R.  ( A t l a n t a ,  GA) 

I t  h a s  been a l o n g  t i m e  s i n c e  I h a v e  w r i t t e n  you .  My l a s t  l e t t e r  
i n c l u d e d  a r e q u e s t  f o r  y o u r  Ambassador C o l l e g e  B i b l e  C o r r e s p o n -  
d e n c e  C o u r s e .  S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  I h a v e  l e a r n e d  so much I n e v e r  knew 
was i n  t h e  B i b l e .  

I t h o u g h t  t h a t  I was a C h r i s t i a n  u n t i l  I s t u d i e d  y o u r  c o u r s e  and  
f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  w h a t  I had  b e e n  t a u g h t  was f a l s e  and  c o n t r a r y  t o  
t h e  B i b l e .  Thank you  f o r  y o u r  c o u r s e .  I t  h a s  o p e n e d  my e y e s  to  
t h e  T r u t h  o f  God. 

L .K .  ( C u l p e p e r ,  VA) 

About  t e n  m i n u t e s  a g o  I read t h e  f i n a l  p a r a g r a p h  o f  L e s s o n  1 3  o f  
y o u r  i n s p i r i n g  B i b l e  c o u r s e .  For t e n  m i n u t e s  I s a t  dumbfounded 
a s  God's s t u n n i n g  master p l a n  c r o s s e d  back a n d  f o r t h  t h r o u g h  my 
m i n d .  E v e r y  piece o f  s c r i p t u r e  I c o u l d  t h i n k  o f  came i n t o  i t s  
p e r f e c t  place. I d o n ' t  know w h a t  t o  s a y  or how--if o n l y  my 
f e e l i n g s  c o u l d  speak. 

D.E. ( N e w  O r l e a n s ,  LA) 

Thank you  v e r y  much f o r  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  B i b l e  l e s s o n s .  They  a r e  
t h e  best  l e s s o n s  I h a v e  e v e r  s t u d i e d  w i t h ,  a n d  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  I 
s t u d y  w i t h  now. I t  is  so w o n d e r f u l  t o  know t h e  T r u t h !  T r u l y ,  a s  
Jesus s a i d ,  i t  d o e s  s e t  you  f r e e . . . . S i n c e  God h a s  o p e n e d  my mind 
t h r o u g h  The  PLAIN TRUTH, y o u r  B i b l e  c o u r s e ,  a n d  t h e  World 
Tomorrow b r o a d c a s t ,  t h e  B i b l e  h a s  become a w h o l e  new w o r l d  o f  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  My s i s t e r  a n d  I h a v e  b e e n  l e d  t o  God's t r u e  
C h u r c h  and now a t t e n d  s e r v i c e s .  

C.H. ( B u t t e ,  MT) 

I j u s t  wan ted  t o  t h a n k  you  f o r  t h e  knowledge  you  h a v e  t a u g h t  m e  
t h r o u g h  t h e  B i b l e  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  C o u r s e .  T h e r e  is  n o  o t h e r  
c o u r s e  l i k e  i t  b e c a u s e  i t  is  a l l  t r u t h  s t r a i g h t  f r o m  t h e  B i b l e .  I 
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s e a r c h e d  f o r  t h e  t r u e  C h u r c h  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s .  
o v e r .  I am t h a n k f u l  to  God fo r  you and  p r a y  for you  each d a y .  

I know my search i s  

Mrs. J . W .  ( R o m e ,  GA)  

B e f o r e  coming  i n t o  G o d ' s  C h u r c h ,  I r e q u e s t e d  and  r e c e i v e d  t h e  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  C o u r s e .  I t  s e r v e d  t h e  p u r p o s e  of awaken ing  m e  t o  
w h a t  I d i d  n o t  know a b o u t  t h e  B i b l e .  I t  was a l i g h t  t o  p o i n t  t h e  
way t o  God's t r u e  C h u r c h  and  W o r k .  I am now i n  G o d ' s  C h u r c h ,  
t h r o u g h  H i s  c a l l i n g ,  a n d  I n e e d  t h e  B i b l e  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  Course 
more t h a n  on  my i n i t i a l  r e q u e s t .  I n e e d  i t  f o r  m a t u r e  C h r i s t i a n  
s t u d y .  Please s e n d  i t  t o  m e  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e .  

Mrs. V.M. ( N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y )  

Mr. Dexter  F a u l k n e r  m e n t i o n e d  i n  a r e c e n t  WORLDWIDE NEWS a r t i c l e  
t h a t  you  (Mr. A r m s t r o n g )  had e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  some o f  
t h e  C h u r c h  a r eas  you v i s i t e d ,  t o  b e g i n  t h e  B i b l e  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
Course a l l  o v e r .  Well, t h a t ' s  j u s t  w h a t  we're d o i n g  i n  our 
home....We h a v e  a l r e a d y  c o m p l e t e d  L e s s o n  One. I t ' s  so e n j o y a b l e  
to  s t u d y  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  my h u s b a n d .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  
e x c i t i n g  j o y  t h a t  was t h e r e  when I f i r s t  b e g a n  to  s t u d y  w o u l d  
r e o c c u r  a s  w e  b e g a n  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r s e  a g a i n - - b u t  i t  h a s  
a n d  I l o v e  i t .  

Mrs. C.E.  ( E l l i s v i l l e ,  MS) 

- - R i c h a r d  R i c e ,  Mail  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  
ON THE WORLD SCENE 

SOUTH ATLANTIC SHOWDOWN NEARS A s  w e  g o  t o  p re s s  t h e  B r i t i s h  f l e e t - -  
o m i n o u s l y  c a l l e d  a n  "a rmada"  e v e n  by  t h e  B r i t i s h  p r e s s - - i s  n e a r i n g  t h e  
A r g e n t i n e - b e s i e g e d  F a l k l a n d  I s l a n d s .  We w i l l  n o t  h a v e  l o n g  t o  l e a r n  
whe the r  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  T h a t c h e r  w i l l  be p r o v e n  co r rec t  i n  h e r  a s s e r t i o n  t o  
P a r l i a m e n t  on  A p r i l  14: "We s h a l l  p e r s e v e r e  u n t i l  f r e e d o m  and  d e m o c r a c y  
a r e  res tored  to  t h e  F a l k l a n d  I s l a n d s . "  

More complete d e t a i l i n g  o f  t h e  F a l k l a n d  I s l a n d s  c r i s i s  is d u e  i n  a n  up- 
coming  PLAIN TRUTH a r t i c l e .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  h e r e  a r e  some media o b s e r v a -  
t i o n s  and  , r e a c t i o n s .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  G e o f f r e y  G o d s e l l  o f  t h e  CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE MONITOR, i n  i ts  A p r i l  7 i s s u e ,  p u t  t h e  d i s p u t e  i n  i ts  t r u e  h i s t o r i -  
c a l  c o n t e x t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  a r e h a s h  of c o n f l i c t i n g  claims and c o u n t e r -  
claims t o  t h e  i s l a n d s  t h e m s e l v e s :  

On b o t h  s i d e s ,  d e e p ,  u s u a l l y  h i d d e n ,  e l e m e n t a l  f e e l i n g s  a re  
e n g a g e d  t h a t  g o  back 400 y e a r s - - e v e n  t h o u g h  A r g e n t i n a  was b o r n  
o n l y  150  y e a r s  a g o  .... T h e  F a l k l a n d s  d i s p u t e  h a s  r e v i v e d  t h e  
c e n t u r  i e s - o l d  c l a sh  b e t w e e n  E h g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  a n d  S p a n i s h - s p e a k -  
i n g  c u l t u r e s .  T h a t  was d e c i d e d  g e o p o l i t i c a l l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  
former by  E n g l a n d ' s  d e f e a t  of t h e  S p a n i s h  Armada i n  1588. 

B u t  t h e  r e s i d u e  o f  a n i m o s i t y  f r o m  t h a t  o r i g i n a l  c o l l i s i o n  h a s  n o t  
b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y  pu rged . . . .Mos t  B r i t o n s  a r e  a t  l e a s t  d i m l y  aware 
t h a t  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s '  d e f e a t  of t h e  S p a n i s h  Armada kept  t h e  d o o r  
open  fo r  t h e  l i b e r a t i n g  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  
R e f o r m a t i o n ,  f o r  t h e  g l o r i e s  o f  t h e  r e i g n  o f  E l i z a b e t h  I ,  f o r  
S h a k e s p e a r e  -- a n d  t h e  King  James t r a n s l a t i o n  of the B i b l e .  I t  
o p e n e d  ---- t h e  d o o r  f o r  t h e  c o m z a t i o n  - o f  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  North 
America a n d  i t s  s u b s e q u e n t  h i s t o r y .  
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The other  s i d e  of t h e  c o i n  i s  t h e  s e n s e  of h u m i l i a t i o n  so o f t e n  
f e l t  by  t h e  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  c u l t u r e ,  o u t m a t c h e d  ( a t  l e a s t  by 
f o r c e  of arms) f i r s t  i n  1588 and  e v e r  s i n c e  in mate r i a l  a n d  
s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  N e w  w o r l d .  

I n  o ther  words, t h e  outcome o f  t h a t  f i r s t  a r m a d a ' s  d e f e a t  l e d  t o  t h e  
e v e n t u a l  c o n f e r r i n g  o f  t h e  b i r t h r i g h t .  T h i s  was i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  G o d ' s  
p l an - -even  t h o u g h  Pope A l e x a n d e r  V I ,  i n  1 4 9 3 ,  h a d  g i v e n  S p a i n  t h e  N e w  World 
( w i t h  a smal le r  p o r t i o n  r e s e r v e d  for  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ) .  

The  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  LATIN AMERICA REGIONAL REPORTS ( A p r i l  9 ,  1 9 8 2 ) ,  showed 
t h a t  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  a s  a l w a y s ,  r e a l l y  b o i l s  down to  a s t r u g g l e  f o r  power. 
When B r i t a i n  was s t r o n g ,  A r g e n t i n a  n e v e r  d a r e d  t o  a t t a c k :  

The  l e g a l  a r g u m e n t  h a s  of course n e v e r  e x i s t e d  i n  a vacuum, b u t  
h a s  b e e n  i n e x t r i c a b l y  l i n k e d  t o  diplomatic  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a -  
t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s ,  and t h e  b a l a n c e  of power. On 
t h i s  approach i t  i s  c lear  t h a t  f r o m  1833 t o  ( a t  l e a s t )  t h e  o u t -  
break o f  World War 11, B r i t a i n  was o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  more p o w e r f u l  
t h a n  A r g e n t i n a .  T h i s  e x p l a i n s  why n o  A r g e n t i n e  g o v e r n m e n t  c o u l d ,  
i n  r e a l i s t i c  terms, d o  a n y t h i n g  more t h a n  keep t h e  claim a l i v e .  
I n  t h i s  l o n g  p e r i o d  A r g e n t i n a  r o u t i n e l y  a p p e n d e d  i t s  r e s e r v a t i o n s  
t o  w h a t e v e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r e a t y  or c o n v e n t i o n  was a r o u n d  a t  t h e  
t i m e  and  seemed r e l e v a n t .  

T h e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  
c o u n t r i e s  was a post-war phenomenon. I t  c a n n o t  b e  p i n n e d  t o  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e ,  b u t  to  a s e r i e s  of e v e n t s  and  t r e n d s .  T h e s e  
i n c l u d e  t h e  d e c l i n e  and  g r a d u a l  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  
Empire; [ a n d ]  t h e  l o o s e n i n g  o f  t h e  t i e s  o f  B r i t i s h  e c o n o m i c  
d o m i n a n c e  o n  t h e  A r g e n t i n e  m a i n l a n d  ( e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
c o n t r o l  of beef,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x p o r t s ,  r a i l w a y s ,  po r t s  and  
b a n k i n g ) .  . . . 

A n o t h e r  CSM reporter ,  J o s e p h  C. H a r s c h ,  o n  A p r i l  1 5 ,  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  dan-  
g e r o u s  p r e c e d e n t  t o  t h e  w o r l d  c a u s e d  by t h e  A r g e n t i n e  i n v a s i o n  a n d  why t h e  
U . S .  s h o u l d  s u p p o r t  t h e  B r i t i s h  p o s i t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t r y i n g  t o  appear 
" e v e n h a n d e d " :  

T h e  A r g e n t i n e  s e i z u r e  o f  t h e  F a l k l a n d  I s l a n d s  by a rmed f o r c e  was 
a simple case of a l a n d  g rab  & m i l i t a r y  a g g r e s s i o n  w h i c h ,  i f  
allowed to  s t a n d ,  would  h a v e  d i s a s t r o u s l y  u n s e t t l i n g  i m p l i c a t i o n s  
a l l  o v e r  t h e  world. .  . . I n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  a n  enormous  mass o f  
s u p p l e m e n t a r y  t r e a t i e s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c h a r t e r  o f  
t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  condemn m i l i t a r y  a g g r e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  s u b j u g a -  
t i o n  of a p o p u l a t i o n  by f o r c e  o f  arms. 

The  B r i t i s h  are  u n d e r  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  e v e n  t o  n e g o t i a t e  o v e r  t h e  
f u t u r e  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  t h e  i s l a n d s .  They  c o u l d  g i v e  them u p  
v o l u n t a r i l y  and  would l i k e  t o  d o  so s i n c e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  them 
costs more t h a n  a n y  r e t u r n .  B u t  fo r  t h e  B r i t i s h  t o  s u r r e n d e r  
t h e i r  r i g h t s  and  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  t h e  1 , 8 0 0  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s  
o n  t h e  i s l a n d s  would e s t a b l i s h  a n  e n o r m o u s l y  d a n g e r o u s  p r e c e d e n t .  
Anyone who c o v e t s  his n e i q h b o r ' s  - l a n d  c o u l d  take  i n s p i r a t i o n  f r o m  
- t h e  A r q e n t i n e  act of l a r c e n y .  
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I f  t h e  U . S .  f a v o r s  s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  w o r l d  i t  had  best  s u p p o r t  
B r i t a i n ' s  d u t y  to  rescue i ts  own p e o p l e  from a n  a c t  o f  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  p i r a c y .  B e s i d e s ,  i t  w o u l d  h e l p  h o l d  t h e  NATO a l l . i a n c e  
t o g e t h e r .  

T h e  A r g e n t i n e s  s i g n a l e d  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  v i a  " l e a k s "  t o  t h e i r  own news- 
p a p e r s ,  t h a t  i n  v i ew of s ta lemated n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  B r i t a i n  o v e r  t h e  
i s l a n d s  t h e y  m i g h t  r e s o r t  to force to r e c o v e r  t h e  M a l v i n a s ,  a s  t h e y  c a l l  
them.  I n  t h a t  s e n s e  i t  is  r a t h e r  r e m a r k a b l e  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  were c a u g h t  
n a p p i n g ,  and d i d  n o t  h a v e  enough  m i l i t a r y  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  i s l a n d s  t o  
f o r e s t a l l  s u c h  a n  e v e n t u a l i t y .  F i v e  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e  t h e n  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  
of P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  James C a l l a g h a n  f e a r e d  a move by A r g e n t i n a  to  t a k e  t h e  
i s l a n d s .  Mr. C a l l a g h a n  a n d  h i s  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y ,  Dav id  Owen, t h e n  o r d e r e d  
t h r e e  B r i t i s h  f r i g a t e s  f r o m  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  t o  t h e  S o u t h  A t l a n t i c .  T h e  
immediate t h r e a t  passed.  

The  A r g e n t i n e s  a l s o  moved a t  t h i s  time knowing t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  
b e e n  c o u n t i n g  on  them t o  p r o v i d e  more a n t i - C o m m u n i s t  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  
Americas. The  B r i t i s h  a r e  q u i t e  u p s e t  o v e r  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  
e f f o r t s  to r e s o l v e  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  Af te r  a l l ,  o n e  s i d e  ( B r i t a i n )  is  a 
b r o t h e r ,  a close a l l y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  b o t h  w o r l d  wars, and  a 
s u p p o r t e r  (sometimes a s o l i t a r y  o n e )  of U . S .  p o l i c i e s  i n  r e c e n t  d a y s  o v e r  
A f g h a n i s t a n  and  P o l a n d .  A r g e n t i n a ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  amoun t s  t o  l i t t l e  
more t h a n  a r e c e n t l y  h i r e d  " l o v e r , "  a c o u n t r y  o f  p ro -Naz i  s e n t i m e n t  i n  
World War 11, r u l e d  by a t o t a l i t a r i a n  m i l i t a r y  j u n t a  h a r d l y  a s p i r i n g  t o  t h e  
same v a l u e s  a s  t h e  U.S. a n d  B r i t a i n .  T h e  A p r i l  1 0  i s s u e  of B r i t a i n ' s  THE 
ECONOMIST e d i t o r i a l i z e d  : 

A r g e n t i n a  took o v e r  t h e  F a l k l a n d  I s l a n d s  by f o r c e ,  500 miles f r o m  
i ts  coast .  B r i t a i n  now h a s  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h a t  t a k e o v e r . . . . T h i s  is  
t h e  way t h e  d i s p u t e  now h a s  t o  go. To s h r i n k  w i l l  to s h r i n k :  
t o  show t h a t  t o d a y  d e m o c r a c i e s  r e a l T y  a r e  l e s s  a b l e  t o  d e f e n d  
t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s - - e v e n  t h e  t i n y  o n e s ,  n e v e r  mind t h e  b i g g e r  o n e s  
t h a t  matter more- - than  a r e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  r e g i m e s .  And t h e r e b y  t o  
e n c o u r a g e  b i g g e r  losses i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a n  t h e  F a l k l a n d s  t o d a y .  
T h i s  is  t h e  i s s u e .  

A s  i t  d i d  f o r  I s r a e l  .when E g y p t  c a u g h t  i t  by s u r p r i s e  i n  1 9 7 3 ,  
America w i l l  h a v e  t o  o f f s e t  A r g e n t i n a ' s  s u r p r i s e  a t t a c k  b y  a t i l t  
towards B r i t a i n  t h a t  b r i n g s  b o t h  c o m b a t a n t s  back i n t o  d i p l o m a c y .  
For America t o  l i e  l o w  w i l l  o n l y  d i m i n i s h ,  i r r e v o c a b l y ,  i t s  
l e v e r a g e  w i t h  b o t h .  By l y i n g  l o w  it would  cede A r q e n t i n a ,  and 
- t o  o t h e r  S o u t h  A m e r i c a n s ,  the n o t i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  q r e a t  n o r t h e r n  
n e i g h b o u r  powerless to h i n d e r  e v e n  t h e i r  w i l d e s t  a c t i o n s .  
E q u a l l y ,  f o r  Amer ican  i n a c t i o n  t o  c a u s e  B r i t a i n  t o  lose t h e  w h o l e  
d i s p u t e  t o  A r g e n t i n a  would c e d e  to  t h o s e  i n  B r i t a i n  and  elsewhere 
i n  E u r o p e  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e i r  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  
a l l i a n c e  is a f a i r - w e a t h e r  a l l y .  A l l i a n c e  a l a  c a r t e  is n o  
a l l i a n c e :  t h a t  is t h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  America i t s e l f  h a s  b e e n  
t r y i n g  to  d e p l o y  a g a i n s t  E u r o p e a n  waywardness  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  
o v e r  P o l a n d ,  o v e r  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  o v e r  n u c l e a r  d e p l o y m e n t  a n d  o v e r  
s p e n d i n g  on  d e f e n s e . .  . . 
The d i s p u t e  is g o i n g  t o  t e s t  B r i t a i n  t o o . . . . A  b e l i e f  h a s  c rep t  
i n t o  a l l  o f  E u r o p e ' s  d e m o c r a c i e s ,  s a v e  F r a n c e ,  t h a t  you n e v e r  
f i g h t - - n o t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  w i t h  g u n s  and  bombs and  u n p l e a s a n t  t h i n g s  
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l i k e  t h a t ;  t h o s e  a r e  for b l imps ,  b l u s t e r e r s  and  t e l e v i s i o n .  
C e r t a i n l y  you  d o  n o t  f i g h t  a b o u t  m a r g i n a l  i s s u e s .  " N e g o t i a t e , "  
t h a t  is  t h e  r ea l  a n s w e r :  " g i v e  p e a c e  a c h a n c e . "  

A t  t h e  moment, b o t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  p u b l i c  and  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  appear s o l i d l y  
b e h i n d  Mrs. T h a t c h e r ' s  r e s o l v e  t o  meet force w i t h  force.  Even t h e  Labour  
P a r t y  is l i n e d  up beh ind  her o n  t h i s  i s s u e .  The  l e f t - w i n g  o p p o s i t i o n ,  as 
e x p e c t e d ,  is dead s e t  a g a i n s t  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  A r g e n t i n e  m i l i t a r y  j u n t a .  
One Labour  spokesman c a l l e d  P r e s i d e n t  G a l t i e r i  a " b a r g a i n  b a s e m e n t  Musso- 
l i n i . "  ( G a l t i e r i ,  l i k e  many A r g e n t i n e s ,  is of I t a l i a n  d e s c e n t . )  

W h i l e  t h e  B r i t i s h  d i s p l a y  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  " s t i f f  u p p e r  l i p "  o n  t h e  
c r i s i s ,  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  appears  i n  n e e d  of a s p i n e  t r a n s -  
p l a n t .  I t  w a n t s  to  a v o i d  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  a t  a l l  costs--or maybe permit  t h e  
B r i t i s h  j u s t  a l i t t l e  g l o r y  t o  m o l l i f y  t h e i r  a r o u s e d  a n g e r .  

Amer ican  s y n d i c a t e d  c o l u m n i s t  Jack A n d e r s o n  claims t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  Reagan  
t o l d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  A l e x a n d e r  Ha ig  t o  m a k e  him t h e  v i l l a i n  i f  i t  would  
h e l p  r e s o l v e  t h e  F a l k l a n d  I s l a n d s  d i s p u t e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  taped c o n v e r s a -  
t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  Mr. H a i g ,  wh ich  Ander son  claims t o  h a v e  
o b t a i n e d ,  M r .  Reagan  is q u o t e d  a s  s a y i n g :  " I n  those  t a l k s ,  i f  i t ' s  h e l p f u l  
a t  a l l  d o n ' t  h o l d  back on making  m e  t h e  bad g u y  and  i n s i s t i n g  on  r e s t r a i n t  
i f  t h a t ' s  n e c e s s a r y . "  A n d e r s o n  s a i d  M r .  Reagan  s p e c u l a t e d  w h e t h e r  t h e  
B r i t i s h  m i g h t  be a p p e a s e d  i f  t h e y  s a n k  a n  A r g e n t i n e  w a r s h i p  by s a y i n g ,  
"Would t h a t  be enough  to v i n d i c a t e  them?"  

A n o t h e r  Sea Gate Gone 

The  B r i t i s h  f l e e t  is a t  a g r e a t  d i s a d v a n t a g e  i n  terms o f  d i s t a n c e  and  a i r  
c o v e r .  T h e  A r g e n t i n e s ,  m e a n w h i l e ,  h a v e  d u g  i n .  Even i f  t h e  B r i t i s h  s h o u l d  
r e c o v e r  t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n  by f o r c e  o f  arms, t h e  F a l k l a n d s  a re  p r o b a b l y  l o s t .  
B r i t a i n  would h a v e  t o  m a i n t a i n  a l a r g e  e x p e n s i v e  o c c u p y i n g  f o r c e ,  f a r  o u t  
o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to t h e  few i n h a b i t a n t s  and  t h e  s t r a i n e d  B r i t i s h  m i l i t a r y  
b u d g e t  now b e i n g  trimmed t o  allow money f o r  T r i d e n t  s u b m a r i n e s .  Then too,  
how l o n g  c a n  NATO permit t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  navy  to  r e m a i n  f a r  
removed from i t s  p r i m a r y  a s s i g n e d  a r ea ,  t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c ?  

The  B r i t i s h  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a stalemate or a n  u n l i k e l y  
v i c t o r y  would s t i l l  p r o b a b l y  e n g i n e e r  a d i p l o m a t i c  h a n d o v e r  t o  A r g e n t i n a .  
T h i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  would  h a v e  t a k e n  place y e a r s  a g o ,  i f  t h e  1 , 8 0 0  F a l k l a n d e r s  
had n o t  o b j e c t e d  t o  l i v i n g  u n d e r  A r g e n t i n a ' s  o p p r e s s i v e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  a n d  
i n f l a t i o n - w r a c k e d  economy. 

S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t h e  new m i l i t a r y  g o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  " M a l v i n a s "  is G e n e r a l  Mario 
B e n j a m i n  Menendez, who b e a r s  t h e  d u b i o u s  n i ckname  o f  t h e  " B u t c h e r  o f  
C o r d o b a . "  Menendez r u t h l e s s l y  c r u s h e d  a r e v o l t  wh ich  had  b e e n  s t i r r e d  u p  by 
o p p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  r u l i n g  j u n t a  i n  t h a t  A r g e n t i n e  c i t y  i n  1 9 7 9 .  
T h u s  a small s e g m e n t  o f  E p h r a i m  is now l i v i n g  u n d e r  w h a t  amounts t o  h o u s e  
a r r e s t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  r u l e d  o v e r  by a t o u g h  taskmaster (who d o e s n ' t  s p e a k  a n y  
E n g l i s h  a t  a l l ) .  C o u l d  t h i s  b e  a f o r e r u n n e r  o f  much gr immer  d a y s  t o  come 
f o r  t h e  home is les--s imilar  t o  t h e  p r o t o t y p e  of America's coming  c a p t i v i t y  
i n  t h e  form o f  t h e  h o s t a g e s  h e l d  f o r  o v e r  a y e a r  i n  I r a n ?  

So f o r  a l l  p rac t i ca l  p u r p o s e s  y e t  a n o t h e r  B r i t i s h  sea  g a t e ,  o n e  v i t a l  i n  
b o t h  World Wars I and  11, is g o n e .  One o f  o u r  members i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Isles,  
a j o u r n a l i s t  by  p r o f e s s i o n ,  s e n t  u s  h i s  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  c r i s i s :  
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For  h u n d r e d s  of y e a r s ,  B r i t a i n ' s  s a i l o r s  e n j o y e d  s u c c e s s  a f t e r  
success i n  w a r - - o f t e n  a g a i n s t  o v e r w h e l m i n g  o d d s .  B u t  t h e  d a y s  of 
G o d ' s  b l e s s i n g  h a v e  p a s s e d  on  t h e  Empire on  wh ich  t h e  Sun o n c e  
n e v e r  s e t .  Any a t tempt  now by B r i t a i n  t o  r e g a i n  t h e  p r i d e  of h e r  
power w i l l  p r o b a b l y  r e s u l t  i n  w h a t ' s  l e f t  o f  t h a t  power l y i n g  a t  
t h e  bottom o f  t h e  S o u t h  A t l a n t i c .  A s  o n e  o b s e r v e r  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  
m e ,  t h e  8 , 0 0 0 - m i l e  v o y a g e  t o  t a k e  on t h e  A r g e n t i n i a n s  on  t h e i r  
own q r o u n d  " is  l i k e  a man h i k i n g  30 miles  to  knock  o n  h i s  e n e m y ' s  
d o o r  a n d  c h a l l e n g e  him t o  a f i g h t  on  t h e  s p o t  w i t h o u t  e v e n  
p a u s i n g  for b r e a t h .  And i f  h e  g e t s  b e a t e n ,  h e  h a s  a n o t h e r  30-  
m i l e  h i k e  b a c k  home a h e a d  o f  h im."  

Nor a r e  t h e  F a l k l a n d  I s l a n d s  a mat te r  o f  p r i d e  a l o n e .  They  a r e  
o n e  of t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  sea  ga t e s  i n  the world, commanding t h e  
a p p r o a c h e s  o f  t h e  R i v e r  P l a t e  [ R i o  d e  l a  P l a t a l - - t h e  e c o n o m i c  
h e a r t  o f  S o u t h  America. World War I b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  R o y a l  Navy 
s i n k i n g  t h e  German c r u i s e r  f l e e t  o f  A d m i r a l  G r a f  von  S p e e  i n  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  t h e  F a l k l a n d  I s l a n d s  [December, 1 9 1 4 1 .  2 5  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
i n  1 9 3 9 ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  s a n k  t h e  German p o c k e t  b a t t l e s h i p  named 
a f t e r  G r a f  S p e e  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  of t h e  R i v e r  P l a t e ,  a n d  t h e  B r i t i s h  
c r u i s e r  E x e t e r  l i m p e d  b a c k  to t h e  f r i e n d l y  F a l k l a n d s  w i t h  i t s  
h e a v y  b a t t l e  damage .  

B e c a u s e  B r i t a i n  h e l d  t h e  F a l k l a n d  I s l a n d s ,  command of the 
Sea,---- i n  1 9 1 4  and  1939,the - w h o l e  of S p a n i s h  S o u t h  America was 
cowed i n t o  n e u t r a l i t y ,  d e s p i t e  w i d e s D r e a d  pro-German s y m p a t h i e s ,  
-- i n  b o t h  Wor ld  Wars. H o w  t r u e  was t h e  p r o p h e c y  t o  Abraham--"Thy 
s e e d  s h a l l  p o s s e s s  t h e  g a t e s  of h i s  e n e m i e s  (Gen. 22:17)." They 
d o n ' t  p o s s e s s  them anymore .  

Y e s ,  i n d e e d ,  much is a t  s t a k e  i n  t h e  l o o m i n g  s e c o n d  " B a t t l e  o f  t h e  F a l k l a n d  
I s l a n d s .  '' 

--Gene H. Hogberg ,  N e w s  B u r e a u  


