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The  l a t e s t  income  c o m p a r i s o n  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  U . S .  h a v e  j u s t  b e e n  g i v e n  t o  m e  
b y  o u r  a c c o u n t i n g  a n d  b u d g e t  a r e a .  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s u c h  report  for  some 
time b e c a u s e  of t h e  Feast of T a b e r n a c l e s .  S i n c e  t h e  Feast  l a s t  y e a r  was a t  
a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Roman c a l e n d a r ,  w e  h a v e  n o t  
b e e n  a b l e  t o  m a k e  v a l i d  c o m p a r i s o n s  w i t h  l a s t  y e a r ' s  income for a b o u t  a 
month  u n t i l  t h e s e  new f i g u r e s  came i n .  

T h e s e  new f i g u r e s  a r e  v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g .  The  y e a r - t o - d a t e  i n c r e a s e  as of 
O c t o b e r  3 1  is 2 2 . 1 %  o v e r  t h e  same p e r i o d  i n  1 9 8 0 .  The  Ho ly  Day o f f e r i n g s  
d u r i n g  t h e  F e a s t  o f  T a b e r n a c l e s  were a b o u t  1 2 %  a b o v e  l a s t  y e a r ' s ,  w h i c h  is 
somewhat  lower b u t  s t i l l  good  c o n s i d e r i n g  v e r y  good  Holy  Day o f f e r i n g s  l a s t  
y e a r .  I h o p e  you a re  a l l  c o n t i n u i n g  to  ask God f o r  c o n t i n u e d  good i n c r e a s e s  
so w e  may c o n t i n u e  t o  e x p a n d  i n  r ad io ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  a n d  p u b l i s h i n g .  

- -Leroy  N e f f ,  T r e a s u r e r  

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

M i n i s t e r i a l  E x p e n s e  A l l o t m e n t  Year -end  Review 

N o w  is  t h e  t i m e  to  r e v i e w  y o u r  e x p e n s e  a l l o t m e n t .  When y o u r  a l l o t m e n t  c h e c k  
i s  mailed it  is s e n t  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  p r o j e c t e d  e x p e n s e s .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  
y e a r ,  t h e  t o t a l  of a l l  a l l o t m e n t  c h e c k s  w i l l  be added t o  y o u r  W-2 f o r m  a s  
income.  

U n l e s s  you  c a n  s u f f i c i e n t l y  j u s t i f y  t o  t h e  I R S  t h e  b u s i n e s s  e x p e n s e s  t h a t  
match t h e  e x p e n s e  a l l o t m e n t s  s e n t  y o u ,  you  w i l l  e n d  u p  h a v i n g  t o  p a y  t h e  t a x  
o n  i t .  I n  order to p r e v e n t  t h i s  f r o m  h a p p e n i n g  you may w a n t  to r e v i e w  t h e  
r e c o r d - k e e p i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  I R S  a n d  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  you  h a v e  t h e  
proper receipts a n d  d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  

The a l l o t m e n t  check is o n l y  t o  be u s e d  for  C h u r c h  b u s i n e s s  e x p e n s e s .  I f  you  
h a v e  r e c e i v e d  more e x p e n s e  money t h a n  you  a c t u a l l y  s p e n t ,  you  s h o u l d  r e t u r n  
t h e  e x c e s s  to t h e  C h u r c h .  W e  w i l l  need  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  c h e c k  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  
t h e  m i d d l e  o f  December i n  order t o  c r ed i t  t h e  amoun t  t o  y o u r  W - 2  s t a t e m e n t .  
I f  w e  d o n ' t  h a v e  i t  by  t h e n  w e  c a n ' t  b e  s u r e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p r o c e s s i n g  w i l l  
g e t  d o n e .  w h a t  t h i s  means  is  t h a t  you  w i l l  n e e d  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e  t h e  b a l a n c e  
of e x p e n s e s  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  y e a r .  

I f  you  f i n d  t h a t  y o u r  a l l o t m e n t  h a s  e x c e e d e d  y o u r  e x p e n s e  by a l a r g e  a m o u n t ,  
you  may w a n t  t o  c o n s i d e r  r e d u c i n g  t h e  a l l o t m e n t .  I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  d o  t h i s ,  
p lease i n c l u d e  a n o t e  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  w i t h  t h e  c h e c k  when you s e n d  i t .  

YOU s h o u l d  a l so  r e v i e w  y o u r  f e s t i v a l  e x p e n s e s  a n d  r e t u r n  a n y  u n u s e d  f e s t i -  
v a l  a l l o t m e n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  P l ease  m a k e  s e p a r a t e  c h e c k s  for s e c o n d  t i t h e  
f u n d s  b e i n g  r e t u r n e d  a n d  y o u r  r e g u l a r  a l l o t m e n t .  
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The c h a n g e s  t h a t  were r e q u e s t e d  o n  t h e  r e c e n t  m i n i s t e r i a l  e x p e n s e  r e v i e w  
a r e  s t i l l  u n d e r g o i n g  b u d g e t a r y  r e v i e w .  I f  w e  g e t  t h e  c l e a r a n c e ,  w e  w i l l  
m a k e  t h o s e  c h a n g e s  w i t h  t h e  November c h e c k  r u n .  

C o u n s e l i n g  Members Abou t  P l a n n e d  Moves 

Over  t h e  y e a r s  w e  h a v e  had a p e r e n n i a l  p r o b l e m  w i t h  some members u n w i s e l y  
moving f rom o n e  a rea  t o  a n o t h e r ,  c a u s i n g  b o t h  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e  Church  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i f f i c u l t y  and  becoming a f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  t o  t h e  C h u r c h .  I n  
t h i s  a r t i c l e  w e  would l i k e  to  r e v i e w  some of t h e  major mis takes  t h e s e  mem- 
bers m a k e  so you w i l l  know how t o  b e t t e r  c o u n s e l  them. 

H o p e f u l l y ,  a n y  member who is  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  a major move w i l l  c o u n s e l  t o  o n e  
d e g r e e  or a n o t h e r  w i t h  h i s  pas to r .  W h i l e  w e  c a n ' t  demand t h a t  e v e r y  member 
who is  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  a move c o n s u l t  h i s  pas to r ,  i f  you  h e a r  t h a t  a member i s  
p l a n n i n g  a major move, i t  would b e  h e l p f u l  t o  t a c t f u l l y  i n q u i r e  o f  h i s  
p l a n s .  T h i s  is  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  i f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  is  a l i t t l e  s h o r t  o n  b o t h  
f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  and  s o u n d  judgmen t .  I t  is t h i s  t y p e  o f  p e r s o n  t h a t  
c a u s e s  most o f  t h e  problems. 

From e x t e n s i v e  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  most m i n i s t e r s  know a move c a n  be v e r y  
e x p e n s i v e ,  t i m e  c o n s u m i n g ,  a n d  d i f f i c u l t .  T h i s  is t r u e  e v e n  when you h a v e  a 
g u a r a n t e e d  j o b  i n  t h e  new area and  y o u r  e m p l o y e r  is p a y i n g  most o f  t h e  
moving e x p e n s e s .  When i n d i v i d u a l s  move w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  c a r e f u l l y  we ighed  
t h e  f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d ,  w i t h o u t  a j o b  l i n e d  u p  i n  t h e  new a rea  or w i t h  o n l y  a 
t e n u o u s  prospect fo r  a j o b ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r o p e r  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  
t h e y  a r e  n o t  o n l y  a c t i n g  i r r e s p o n s i b l y  b u t  are  a l s o  c o u r t i n g  a s e v e r e  t r i a l  
or a g g r a v a t i o n  o f  a n  a l r e a d y  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n .  

M i n i s t e r s  h a v e  w r i t t e n  and  ca l led  i n  a s k i n g  for  a d v i c e  when members h a v e  
e n d e d  u p  o n  t h e i r  d o o r s t e p s  ( l i t e r a l l y )  w i t h  n o  p l ace  t o  g o ,  n o  j o b ,  l i t t l e  
or n o  money, d i s c o u r a g e d ,  d i s i l l u s i o n e d ,  d i s h e a r t e n e d  and  e x p e c t i n g  t h e  
C h u r c h  t o  b a i l  them o u t  a n d  m a k e  e v e r y t h i n g  a l l  r i g h t .  Even i n  t h i s  t y p e  o f  
c i r c u m s t a n c e  w e  s h o u l d  be w i l l i n g  t o  e x t e n d  a s s i s t a n c e  i f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
a r e  i n  a r i g h t  a t t i t u d e ,  w i l l i n g  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e i r  mistakes a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  
d o  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s  back o n  a n  e v e n  keel.  (Always  be  s u r e  
t o  c o n t a c t  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  f o r m e r  p a s t o r  b e f o r e  g i v i n g  someone  a l a r g e  sum 
of money. T h e  former pas to r ' s  knowledge  o f  t h e i r  b a c k g r o u n d  w i l l  a l s o  h e l p  
i n  f u t u r e  c o u n s e l i n g . )  

I l l - a d v i s e d  moves wh ich  end  up  i n  a f i n a n c i a l  d e b a c l e  a r e  e x p e n s i v e  f o r  t h e  
Church  a s  w e l l  as p a i n f u l  fo r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n v o l v e d .  Our g o a l  s h o u l d  b e  
t o  a v o i d  t h i s  type o f  problem b y  g i v i n g  wise c o u n s e l  to  t h o s e  who a re  l i k e l y  
t o  h a v e  p r o b l e m s .  Sometimes those who a r e  most l i k e l y  t o  g e t  t h e m s e l v e s  
i n t o  d i f f i c u l t y  are  t h e  same i n d i v i d u a l s  who w i l l  n o t  come t o  you f o r  
a d v i c e .  T h i s  is why w e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  where you  f e e l  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  is l a c k i n g  
i n  wisdom, you  may h a v e  t o  g o  t o  him and  d i s c u s s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i f  you  hear 
h e  is  c o n s i d e r i n g  a move. 

The  f o l l o w i n g  are some of t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  s h o u l d  be  c a r e f u l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  
i n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  a n d  f e a s a b i l i t y  of moving:  

1. Why is t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  moving? W i l l  t h e  move i m p r o v e  t h e  s i t u a -  
t i o n ?  Is t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  away f r o m  p r o b l e m s  h e  h a s  
c rea ted  r a the r  t h a n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  them c o n s t r u c t i v e l y ?  
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2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

Does t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  have  a j o b  l i n e d  u p  i n  t h e  new a r e a ?  I f  
p r e s e n t l y  unemployed, h a s  h e  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  j o b  
m a r k e t  i n  t h e  new a r e a ?  

Has t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f u l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  f a m i l y  and social  f a c t o r s ?  
E x p e r i e n c e  h a s  shown u s  t h a t  many i n d i v i d u a l s  who move t o  
u n f a m i l i a r  a r e a s  f a r  away from r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s  end up 
r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  former  a reas .  

Does t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  have  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  m a k e  t h e  move? 
Is t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p l a n n i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  from t h e  
C h u r c h  when h e  g e t s  w h e r e  h e  is g o i n g ?  I f  so, is  t h i s  a proper 
e x p e c t a t i o n ?  C o s t  f a c t o r s  such  a s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  f a m i l y  and  
h o u s e h o l d  goods ,  t empora ry  l i v i n g  e x p e n s e s  w h i l e  f i n d i n g  a p l a c e  
t o  l i v e  and u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  paycheck ,  f i r s t  and l a s t  mon th ' s  r e n t  
and d e p o s i t s  f o r  hous ing  and u t i l i t i e s ,  t h e  cost of l i v i n g  i n  t h e  
new area ,  etc. s h o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d .  

I n  t h e  end t h e  d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  whether  t o  move or n o t  r e s t s  w i t h  t h e  i n d i v i d -  
u a l ,  b u t  t h e  m i n i s t r y  n e e d s  t o  p r o v i d e  wise c o u n s e l  so as  t o  spare members 
and t h e  C h u r c h  f rom u n n e c e s s a r y  p rob lems .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

Whi le  a w a i t i n g  F e a s t  r e p o r t s  f rom around t h e  w o r l d ,  h e r e  are summaries  o f  
p r e - F e a s t  a c t i v i t i e s  from s e v e r a l  areas:  

Canada A new postal  r a t e ,  l i t t l e  known or n o t i c e d  by most C a n a d i a n s ,  was 
i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  government  which may f o r c e  t h e  Work t o  change  where w e  
p r i n t  The PLAIN TRUTH. The government  is r a i s i n g  by 1 0 0 %  t h e  cost of post- 
age  on a l l  magaz ines  p r i n t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o u n t r y  b u t  ma i l ed  w i t h i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  w e  p r i n t  The P L A I N  TRUTH i n  Glasgow, Kentucky,  
U.S.A., t h e n  s h i p  i t  t o  T o r o n t o ,  O n t a r i o  and Vancouver ,  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  
w h e r e  i t  is i n s e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  Canad ian  p o s t a l  sys t em.  T h i s  allows u s  t h e  
b e n e f i t  o f  lower p r i n t i n g  costs w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  a n  e a r l y  d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e  
magazine  to t h e  s u b s c r i b e r s .  By r a i s i n g  p o s t a g e  100% t h e y  are t r y i n g  to  
close t h i s  " l o o p h o l e "  and f o r c e  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  p r i n t  w i t h i n  Canada. A s  a n  
e x t r a  i n c e n t i v e ,  t h e y  are  l i m i t i n g  to  1 8 %  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  postage f o r  maga- 
z i n e s  p r i n t e d  and m a i l e d  i n  Canada. A cost a n a l y s i s  s t u d y  is a l r e a d y  i n  
p r o g r e s s  to  d e t e r m i n e  which is t h e  most economica l  way f o r  t h e  Work.  

The WATS l i n e  r e s p o n s e s  a re  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e ,  w i t h  a h i g h  o f  95  c a l l s  
recorded three Sundays ago.  We're sure  t h i s  w i l l  b e  a n  ongoing  t r e n d  s i n c e  
t h e  government  h a s  d ropped  i t s  "bombshe l l "  and  announced a r a t e  i n c r e a s e  o f  
76% o n  a l l  f i r s t  class mail .  

Germany I n  September  r e g u l a r  mail was up  30% and media r e s p o n s e  showed a 
1 2 9 %  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  September  1980,  a s  a r e s u l t  of 80 ,000  f l y e r s  placed i n  
t h e  A u s t r i a n  d a i l y  newspaper DIE PRESSE. T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  of three p u b l i -  
c a t i o n s  which a r e  d i s t r i b u t i n g  o u r  f l y e r s  i n  A u s t r i a .  On October  2 9 t h ,  
70 ,000  f l y e r s  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  magazine PROFILE. On November l l t h ,  72,000 
f l y e r s  w i l l  appear i n  t h e  magazine  TREND. 

N e w  Zea land  and P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  C i r c u l a t i o n  o f  The PLAIN TRUTH magazine  i n  
N e w  Zea land  and t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  is r e a c h i n g  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  h e i g h t s ,  
t h a n k s  t o  t h r e e  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  r e c e n t  programs.  
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The f i r s t  o f  these programs was a s e r i e s  of newspaper  f l y e r s ,  which have  now 
b r o u g h t  i n  o v e r  9 ,700  new PLAIN TRUTH s u b s c r i p t i o n  r e q u e s t s .  

Second ly ,  i n  t h e  p a s t  few w e e k s ,  C h u r c h  members n a t i o n w i d e  have  been  p a r t i -  
c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  w a i t i n g  room t e l e p h o n e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  p rogramr  and r e s u l t s  
have  been e x t r e m e l y  good. A l ready  w e l l  o v e r  1 0 0 0  w a i t i n g  rooms i n  motels, 
doc to r s '  and d e n t i s t s '  o f f i c e s ,  h a i r d r e s s i n g  s a l o n s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  e t c . ,  have  
e x p r e s s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  making t h e  magazine  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e i r  w a i t i n g  rooms 
f o r  t h e i r  c l i e n t s  t o  r e a d .  A s  y e t ,  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  campaign h a s n ' t  been 
c o n d u c t e d  i n  Auckland ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t r e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  so  
these  r e s u l t s  s h o u l d  soon be b o o s t e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  

T h i r d l y ,  our r e c e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  PLAIN TRUTH newss tand  program i s  now 
b e g i n n i n g  to  g a t h e r  momentum w i t h  16 ,500  c o p i e s  of t h e  October/November 
i s s u e  b e i n g  d i s t r i b u t e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  these p rograms ,  r e n e w a l s  have  been  
coming i n  a t  a much bet ter  r a t e  t h a n  p r e v i o u s l y ,  and t h i s  h a s  a l so  c o n t r i -  
b u t e d  t o  t h e  upward t r e n d  of t h e  m a i l i n g  l i s t .  

The c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a i l i n g  l i s t  e d i t i o n  o f  The PLAIN TRUTH reached 
4 5 , 0 0 0  w i t h  t h e  October/November 1 9 8 1  i s sue - -a  2 2 %  i n c r e a s e  o n  t h e  c i r c u l a -  
t i o n  o f  t h e  same i s s u e  l a s t  y e a r .  When t h e  16 ,500  newss tand  copies are  
added ,  Lhe t o t a l  month ly  c i r c u l a t i o n  t o t a l s  61,50O--by f a r  t h e  h i g h e s t  
l e v e l  e v e r  r e a c h e d  i n  t h i s  area of t h e  wor ld .  

Another  i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  e x c i t i n g  l e v e l  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  
is  t h a t  even  though we have  done a b s o l u t e l y  no a d v e r t i s i n g  i n  F i j i ,  t h e  
c i r c u l a t i o n  there  is 32% h i g h e r  t h a n  i t  was l a s t  y e a r !  

Space  has  been  booked for  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  i n  t h e  NEW ZEALAND LISTENER, THE 
NEW ZEALAND WOMAN'S WEEKLY and t h e  N e w  Zea land  e d i t i o n  o f  TIME magazine i n  
October, November and December, so PLAIN TRUTH c i r c u l a t i o n  is s t i l l  on  t h e  
way up! 

Mail  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  n i n e  months o f  t h i s  y e a r  is  12 .6% ahead  o f  t h e  f i g u r e  f o r  
t h e  same p e r i o d  i n  1980. Mail from t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  is showing a p a r t i -  
c u l a r l y  e x c i t i n g  growth  t r e n d .  So f a r  t h i s  y e a r  we 've  r e c e i v e d  a n  i n c r e a s e  
o f  4 4 . 2 %  i n  ma i l  from t h e  P a c i f i c ,  i n c l u d i n g  F i j i ,  Tonga, N iue ,  Samoa, 
Vanuatu and t h e  C o o k  I s l a n d s .  We've had more t h a n  t h r e e  times a s  much mail 
from t h e s e  a reas  a s  w e  r e c e i v e d  i n  1979,  j u s t  t w o  y e a r s  ago .  Mail f rom t h e  
F rench- speak ing  areas of N e w  C a l e d o n i a ,  T a h i t i  and Vanuatu  is a l so  coming 
i n  a t  a markedly-h igher  r a t e  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  

N e t h e r l a n d s  One o f  t h e  main e v e n t s  f o r  t h e  Dutch- language  area o f  God ' s  
W o r k  i n  Europe was t h e  o r d i n a t i o n  of M r .  Harold van  Le rbe rghe  t o  l o c a l  
c h u r c h  elder on t h e  F e a s t  o f  Trumpets .  Mr. van L e r b e r g h e  l i v e s  i n  Antwerp 
and w i l l  b e  e s p e c i a l l y  u s e f u l  i n  t h e  T i l b u r g  and Antwerp areas. A l l  t h r e e  
c o n g r e g a t i o n s  met t o g e t h e r  t h a t  day  i n  D e  B i l t  f o r  combined s e r v i c e s .  T h i s  
is t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  Dutch- language  Churches  t h a t  a loca l  
e lder  h a s  been  o r d a i n e d .  

-- 

Mr. Bram d e  Bree h a s  p a s t o r e d  t h e  Churches  h e r e  s i n c e  1978.  I n  t h e  meantime 
God h a s  been  a d d i n g  people t o  H i s  Church on a r e q u l a r  b a s i s .  The f i r s t  
Church i n  Ho l l and  s t a r t e d  i n  1967 i n  U t r e c h t .  A second  Church was added i n  
T i l b u r g  i n  1976.  I n  1978 a once-a-month B i b l e  s t u d y  s t a r t e d  i n  Antwerp, and  
i n  May t h i s  y e a r  t h e  t h i r d  C h u r c h ,  Zwolle, was s t a r t e d .  A l l  t h r e e  C h u r c h e s  
have  r e g u l a r  once-a-week Sabba th  s e r v i c e s  w i t h  a n  a v e r a g e  a t t e n d a n c e  of 8 5  
e a c h .  
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Membership s i n c e  1975 has i n c r e a s e d  a t  a n  a v e r a g e  of 23.6% p e r  y e a r .  T o t a l  
a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  t h r e e  Churches  is  260 and t h e  t o t a l  number o f  b a p t i z e d  
members is 1 7 5 .  R a t h e r  small  compared to t h e  t o t a l  membership in t h e  
U.S.A., n e v e r t h e l e s s  God is d o i n g  a Work here  and H e  i s  c a l l i n g  p e o p l e  and 
b l e s s i n g  them. 

A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h e r  Program 

Dear Mr. Armstrong:  

A f e w  w e e k s  ago my w i f e  and I r e t u r n e d  from t h e  1 5 t h  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
refresher program. I n  r e m i n i s c i n g  a b o u t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  we f e l t  com- 
p e l l e d  t o  write and e x p r e s s  o u r  h e a r t f e l t  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  be ing  able  
t o  a t t e n d  s u c h  a dynamic program. T h e  f a s t -mov ing ,  h a r d - h i t t i n g  
approach  m o t i v a t e d  Dana and I t o  w o r k  more d i l i g e n t l y  i n  growing 
closer t o  God and t h e r e b y  become more e f f e c t i v e  tools i n  H i s  hands  t o  
a c c o m p l i s h  His w i l l .  

Be ing  a young man i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  I d e e p l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  oppor- 
t u n i t y  t o  be t a u g h t  by men you have  p e r s o n a l l y  groomed o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  
The wisdom and b a l a n c e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e s e  men was a t r u e  i n s p i r a t i o n  
t o  m e .  Thank you for p r o v i d i n g  u s  t h e  s t r o n g ,  e n e r g e t i c ,  God- insp i r ed  
l e a d e r s h i p  which compels u s  t o  g i v e  our 100% i n  s u p p o r t i n g  God 's  work. 

Michae l  Greider 

Dear M r .  T k a c h :  

I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x p r e s s  i n  words t h e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  and  i n s p i r a t i o n  
Mona and I f e l t  and f e e l  a b o u t  t h e  warmth, s i n c e r i t y  and g e n u i n e  l o v e  
w e  r e c e i v e d  and e x p e r i e n c e d  w h i l e  i n  Pasadena  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  r e f r e s h e r  
program. I t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  " a d u l a t i o n s "  w e  r e a d  i n  t h e  
PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORTS pr ior  t o  b e i n g  t h e r e .  I g u e s s  you c o u l d  s a y  
w e  "saw t h r o u g h  a g l a s s  d i m l y ,  b u t  t h e n  f a c e  t o  f a c e . "  

A c o o p e r a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  p r e v a i l e d  everywhere- - in  t h e  s t u d e n t  body,  t h e  
Church,  t h e  m i n i s t r y  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p e r s o n n e l .  Many t h a n k s  fo r  
i n v i t i n g  u s  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  program. 

I t  was a spec ia l  b l e s s i n g  t o  be  ab le  to  speak to  t h e  s t u d e n t  body and 
f a c u l t y  of Ambassador College i n  the Audi to r ium and a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  
and e n c o u r a g i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  v i s i t  w i t h  Mr. Armstrong i n  h i s  home. To  
renew o l d  f r i e n d s h i p s  and d e v e l o p  new o n e s  w i t h  m i n i s t e r s  and w i v e s ,  
f a c u l t y  and s t a f f ,  etc.  was d e e p l y  hear twarming.  Everyone who in -  
s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  r e f r e s h e r  program c o n t r i b u t e d  so much. I t  was t r u l y  a 
GOOD NEWS and REFRESHING e x p e r i e n c e .  

Dale and Mona S c h u r t e r  

Dear M r .  Tkach: 

My w i f e  and I would l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  s i n c e r e  t h a n k s  for hav ing  been 
g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h e r  Program. 
As a loca l  e l d e r ,  w e  had neve r  had t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  r e c e i v i n g  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n  a t  God ' s  College. W e  a re  t h a n k f u l  t o  have  been  i n s t r u c t e d  i n  a n  
a tmosphe re  o f  u n i t y  o f  mind and d e d i c a t i o n  towards  one  g o a l .  A 
special  " thank  you" t o  Mr. Armstrong and t o  a l l  who made t h i s  
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o p p o r t u n i t y  a v a i l a b l e .  We h o p e  t h a t  o the r  l o c a l  e l d e r s  w i l l  t a k e  
a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  s p i r i t u a l  b l e s s i n g .  W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  
a n o t h e r  s e s s i o n  n e x t  y e a r .  

R i c h a r d  Woodall 
--Joe T k a c h ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

MAIL PROCESSING CENTER UPDATE 

T e l e p h o n e  C a l l s  U p  Grea t ly  i n  1 9 8 1  

An e x c e p t i o n a l l y  good phone  r e s p o n s e  was r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  F e s t i v a l  
break--a t o t a l  o f  2 5 , 0 0 0  c a l l s .  T h i s  was a 273% i n c r e a s e  o v e r  l a s t  y e a r ' s  
F e a s t  period ! 

Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  special  t e lecas t  o n  P r e s i d e n t  S a d a t  (a i red  O c t o b e r  18)  d rew 
t h e  l a r g e s t - e v e r  Sunday t e l e p h o n e  r e s p o n s e .  One h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  
v o l u n t e e r s  f r o m  among those a t t e n d i n g  t h e  P a s a d e n a  Feast  s i t e  h e l p e d  answer  
t h e  p h o n e s .  W i t h o u t  them,  i t  would h a v e  b e e n  impossible t o  h a n d l e  so many 
c a l l s .  

I t  a p p e s r s  t h a t  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  i n  1 9 8 1  may n e a r l y  d o u b l e  t h e  volume of 
c a l l s  f o r  l a s t  y e a r .  The f i r s t  t e n  mon ths  showed a n  8 4 %  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  1 9 8 0 .  
T h e  ma in  r e a s o n  for t h i s  i n c r e a s e  was T h e  WORLD TOMORROW p r o g r a m .  Phone  
c a l l s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  telecast  i n c r e a s e d  f o u r  a n d  o n e - h a l f  times so f a r  
t h i s  y e a r  a s  compared  to  t h e  same per iod a y e a r  a g o .  (By t h e  end  o f  O c t o b e r  
w e  had  r e c e i v e d  1 2 3 , 6 6 5  TV c a l l s  a s  compared t o  2 6 , 7 3 4  i n  1 9 8 0 . )  A s  
r e s p o n s e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  c l i m b ,  w e  a n t i c i p a t e  a 90% t o  9 5 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  o v e r a l l  
phone a c t i v i t y  by  t h e  end of t h e  y e a r .  

- -R icha rd  Rice, Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

Weekly Le t te r  Comments 

Members U n i t e d  Through  S a t e l l i t e  Message 

I j u s t  f e l t  I o u g h t  t o  w r i t e  t o  s a y  " t h a n k  y o u , "  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  y o u r  
message o n  t h e  f i r s t  Holy  Day a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  be u n i t e d  w i t h  
b r e t h r e n  i n  t h e  U . S . A .  a n d  Canada .  You c e r t a i n l y  d o  look a n d  s o u n d  
f i t t e r  and s t r o n g e r  e v e r y  t i m e  we see you ( w e  s a t  n e a r  t h e  l o u d s p e a k -  
e r ) !  When w e  l e f t  t h e  h a l l  a t  11:15 p.m. t h e r e  was a b r i l l i a n t  full 
moon i n  t h e  s k y .  Having  j u s t  s u n g  hymn number s e v e n  ( H o w  E x c e l l e n t  Is 
Thy N a m e ! ) ,  i t  r e a l l y  d i d  h a v e  a n  i n s p i r i n g  e f f e c t .  

W.L. ( C a m b r i d g e ,  E n g l a n d )  

C h i l d r e n  a n d  P a r e n t s  Welcome Y.E.S. L e s s o n s  

Thank you so much f o r  t h e  new p r o g r a m  you h a v e  begun  for t h e  c h i l d r e n  
i n  God's Church !  Our s e v e n - y e a r - o l d  r e c e i v e d  t h e  Youth  B i b l e  L e s s o n  
o n  t h e  f a l l  f e s t i v a l s  a n d  i t  is j u s t  f a n t a s t i c !  I t  was so e n j o y a b l e  t o  
go t h r o u g h  i t  o n  t h e  Feast o f  T r u m p e t s .  I e v e n  l e a r n e d  f rom i t - - a n d  
t h i s  is my 2 0 t h  F e a s t !  I t  is e x c i t i n g  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  b e  more 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  C h u r c h .  R e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  own l i t e r a t u r e  h e l p s  t h e m  
f e e l  more a p a r t  o f  i t .  Thank you a g a i n  f o r  y o u r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e i r  
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needs and for continuing to dynamically lead this Church as never be- 
fore. 

Mr. & Mrs. R.M. (Pasco, WA) 

Our children recently received their Y . E . S .  lessons on the fall 
Feasts. They liked them very much and said they plan to use them at 
the Feast. I like the easy-to-read printing as well as the overall 
format and design. Our children also like the YOUTH 81 magazine very 
much. Many thanks to all who had a part in preparing these publica- 
t ions. 

L.R. (Jenera,  

Life Changed Through Literature 

I am writing to express my deepest thanks to you for sending me 
PLAIN TRUTH each month, as well as different free booklets and 
Bible Correspondence Course. For as long as I can remember I 
always thought of life as miserable, -without meaning, joy 
happiness. Your booklets have changed my life completely. I now wake 
up each new day rejoicing, no matter what is in store. The PLAIN TRUTH 
an3 the Bible Correspondence Course help me apply the Bible to today's 
world, something I always thought impossible. 

OH) 

The 
The 
had 
or 

C.R. (Biddeford, ME) 

Russian Appreciates PLAIN TRUTH 

I am a recent immigrant from Russia and have been receiving your 
magazine for two years. I read other magazines and newspapers and 
watch TV, but I think that your magazine is of a high standard, sophis- 
ticated and clearsighted. It stimulates thinking about everything. 
In my opinion, your magazine is the most objective and truthful. 
Thank you very much, Mr. Armstrong! 

S.G. (San Jose, CA) 

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

EUROPE'S "PEACE MOVEMENT"--END RESULT COULD BE A SHOCKER! A neutral- 
ist/pacifist movement has surged from almost nowhere as little as a year 
ago to become a potent political force in Western Europe. Last month, 
during two weekends of demonstrations, leaders of the movement called out 
more than 850,000 protesters into the streets of five capital cities. 

Europe's new neutralists are specifically determined to scuttle a NATO 
agreement, reached in December 1979, to deploy a new generation of nuclear 
missiles on European soil. A force of 572 Pershing 11's and ground- 
launched cruise missiles are slated to be positioned to offset the Soviet 
Union's nuclear buildup against Western Europe. 

Youths are in the forefront of the neutralist movement, the fact being that 
a new generation of Europeans is maturing politically, one with no personal 
experience of World War 11, the Berlin blockade or the cold war. Nurtured 
on detente, this generation has a different view of the United States than 
do Europe's elders. To the former, Americans are not viewed as the libera- 
tors of Europe, but rather as the oppressors of the poor and politically 
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helpless in Vietnam, or more currently in El Salvador and other Third World 
nations. 

Much of the movement, though naive, seems genuine, based largely on a 
growing fear of Europe's future. It has suddenly dawned on many Europeans 
that a "nuclear exchange" between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. just might not 
conveniently pass Europe overhead, but that Europe itself could become a 
nuclear battlefield, perhaps even the main battlefield. President Reagan, 
in fact, disturbed many in Europe when he expressed the belief, on October 
16, that a nuclear war might in fact be confined to Europe, without spread- 
ing to the superpowers themselves. 

Regardless of the actual genesis of the widespread movement, the Soviets, 
with their organs of propaganda and "dis-information," are making the most 
of it. Moscow helped foment the fear psychosis in the first place with its 
massive buildup of weapons (SS-20 missiles equipped with three nuclear 
warheads each) targeted on every major West European city. Now the Kremlin 
is carefully cultivating public fear by launching "peace offensives" aimed 
at preventing the U.S.-NATO counterforce from being deployed. 

This "peace offensive" reached an almost embarrassing plateau (to all but 
committed neutralists) on October 31 when Soviet President Leonid I. 
Brezhnev promised West Germans that their country would be spared from a 
nuclear attack if they refuse to deploy U.S. medium-range missiles on their 
soil. 

"I declare with full responsibility," said Brezhnev, "that the Soviet Union 
under no circumstances will use nuclear weapons against states that 
renounce the production and acquisition of such weapons and have not 
stationed them on their territory." 

The Soviet leader made his remarks via an interview from Moscow with the 
influential liberal West German magazine DER SPIEGEL which is increasingly 
sympathetic to the neutralist cause. Brezhnev further warned in the inter- 
view that the people of Western Europe will face "colossal dangers" if the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization deploys U.S.-made cruise and Pershing I1 
missiles to counter Soviet multiple-warhead SS-20 missiles. 

Brezhnev said he would sign treaties with West Germany and other nations 
pledging that the Soviet Union would not use nuclear weapons against na- 
tions not equipped with nuclear arsenals. 

The combined pressures of the neutralist surge and Soviet "peace of fen- 
sives" are bearing heavily on Europe's political leaders. West German 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt called the recent 250,000-person demonstration in 
Bonn a "declaration of war" against his government. Yet later, betraying 
the heavy pressure he is under from the strident left-wing of his Socialist 
party, Schmidt contradicted his own admittedly-dominant role in the 
December 1979 decision by inferring that the impetus for the new NATO mis- 
siles force came primarily from then President Jimmy Carter. 

The surging neutralist/pacifist tide is producing a great deal of concern 
in Communist China. Peking's leaders are warning European visiting diplo- 
mats of the dangers of the peace movement. One West European official said, 
after his delegation met China's powerful Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping and 
other top leaders: "'Naive, I 'simple-minded, ' 'foolish' were the words 
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t h e y  used  f o r  t h e s e  people [ t h e  n e u t r a l i s t s ] ,  a s suming  t h e  whole movement 
is a c t u a l l y  n o t  a S o v i e t  f r o n t .  They wonder how w e  c a n  be  so b l i n d  to  what 
t h e y  p e r c e i v e  a s  a growing  d a n g e r  and  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  why t h e s e  people 
oppose p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  f a c e  t h a t  d a n g e r .  I' 

what  is  t o  become o f  Western  E u r o p e ' s  s l i d e  i n t o  t h e  d a n g e r o u s  p o l i t i c a l  
vacuum o f  l e f t i s t - d o m i n a t e d  n e u t r a l i s m - - a  vacuum t h a t  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  f i l l e d  
by S o v i e t  p o l i t i c a l  dominance ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  e f f e c t  o f  " F i n l a n d i z a t i o n " ?  

One p o s s i b l e  s c e n a r i o  is  g r i p p i n g l y  p o r t r a y e d  i n  t h e  book THE LAST DAYS O F  
AMERICA, t h e  l a t e s t  b e s t - s e l l i n g  n o v e l  by famed a u t h o r  P a u l  Erdman (whose 
e a r l i e r  book,  THE CRASH OF '79 f o r e t o l d  t h e  f a l l  o f  t h e  Shah o f  I r a n ) .  
Erdman c r e a t e s  a s p e l l b i n d i n g  s c e n a r i o  c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  m i d - l 9 8 0 ' s ,  a t i m e  
a f t e r  t h e  n e x t  West German e l e c t i o n s  (1984). I n  h i s  r e a l - l i f e  n o v e l ,  
Erdman casts  F r a n z  J o s e f  S t r a u s s  a s  t h e  n e x t  c h a n c e l l o r ,  w i t h  a m y t h i c a l  
"Graf von Amsburg" (von Habsburg?)  a s  his f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r .  The s t o r y  l i n e  
of t h e  book r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d  a p lo t  by German and o t h e r  European  i n t e r e s t s  t o  
a c q u i r e ,  f rom a p r i v a t e  American company, cruise  missile t e c h n o l o g y  w i t h  
which t o  n e u t r a l i z e  t h e  R u s s i a n  t h r e a t .  (By t h e  m i d - l 9 8 0 ' s ,  t h e  Amer icans ,  
t u r n e d  o f f  by n e u t r a l i s m  and p l a g u e d  by social  chaos a t  home are no l o n g e r  
p e r c e i v e d  as b e i n g  w i l l i n g  or ab le  t o  c o n t i n u e  a s  Europe's n u c l e a r  protec- 
t o r ) .  

Nuclear-tipped c r u i s e  missiles f i n a l l y  i n  German h a n d s ,  r e a d y  to  be  de- 
p l o y e d ,  t h e  s c e n e  s h i f t s  t o  mid-1987. Author  Erdman t h e n  r e f l e c t s  upon t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  career o f  Germany's  t h e n - c h a n c e l l o r :  

... when S t r a u s s  l o s t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  c h a n c e l l o r s h i p  i n  1980, 
e v e r y o n e  t h o u g h t  t h e  new German m e s s i a h  was t h r o u g h ,  N o  o n e  wanted t o  
know t h a t  45 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  Germans who went  t o  t h e  po l l s  v o t e d  fo r  
h i m ,  g i v i n g  him h i s  c o u n t r y ' s  l a r g e s t  b l o c  o f  v o t e s .  N o  one  wanted t o  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  Germany was e n t e r i n g  a n  era  o f  r e v i v e d  n a t i o n a l i s m  and  
x e n o p h o b i a ,  whose p r i m a r y  e x t e r n a l  t a r g e t  was t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  N o  
o n e  wanted t o  t h i n k  t h a t  a F r a n z  J o s e f  S t r a u s s  would c o n v i n c e  t h e  
German people f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h a t  h e ,  and o n l y  h e ,  c o u l d  s a v e  t h e  
world,  or a t  l e a s t  Europe ,  or a t  t h e  v e r y  l ea s t  Germany, from a t h i r d  
catastrophe i n  t h i s  c e n t u r y ,  c o n v i n c e  t h e m  t h a t  t h e  new road to  per- 
d i t i o n  l a y  i n  f o l l o w i n g  a n y  f u r t h e r  t h e  m i n d l e s s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  bank- 
r u p t  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s -  Conv ince  them t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  
l a y  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic ,  and m i l i t a r y  independence  o f  Germany. 
Conv ince  them t h a t  t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  independence  from t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  l a y  i n  Germany's  m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h ,  and  t h a t  t h e  c o r o l l a r y  t o  a 
d e c l a r a t i o n  of independence  from t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was a d e c l a r a t i o n  
of w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  c o e x i s t  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union. 

... t h e  S t r a u s s / v o n  Amsburg o b j e c t i v e  was to  a c h i e v e  a s t a t e  o f  armed 
n e u t r a l i t y ,  w i t h  t h e  s tress on  t h e  a d j e c t i v e  "armed".. . .He o n l y  h i n t e d  
a t  a l l  t h i s ,  sometimes i n  p r i v a t e  m e e t i n g s ,  sometimes v e r y  o b l i q u e l y  
i n  t e l e v i s i o n  i n t e r v i e w s  i n  t h e  1984 e l e c t i o n  campaign.  H e  d i d  n o t  
h a v e  to s h o u t  i t  from t h e  h o u s e t o p s :  t h e  Germans knew what  h e  was 
g e t t i n g  a t ,  and  t h e y  knew h e  had t o  be  c a u t i o u s .  So t h e y  v o t e d  h i m  i n .  
And e v e n  i n  h i s  f i r s t  t w o  y e a r s  i n  o f f i c e ,  he had to be c a r e f u l .  For 
h e  s t i l l  needed  t h e  m i l i t a r y  u m b r e l l a  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s t a n d i n g  
p r o t e c t i v e l y  o v e r  h i s  Germany. H e  s t i l l  needed t h e  t h r e e  hundred 
t h o u s a n d  American troops s t a t i o n e d  i n  Germany t o  s t a n d  be tween h i s  
people and t h e  S o v i e t  t a n k s .  H e  s t i l l  needed t h e  t h r e a t ,  even  though 
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t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  knew i t  was a s  empty  as  a n y  t h r e a t  wou ld  e v e r  be-- 
n a m e l y ,  t h e  "commi tmen t" - - tha t  America would  f i g h t  a n u c l e a r  war e v e n  
i f  i t  i n v o l v e d  t h e  Amer ican  h o m e l a n d ,  t o  protect  i t s  German a l l i e s  a n d  
f r i e n d  s . 
B u t  i n  J u n e  of 1 9 8 7 ,  h e  knew t h a t  s o o n - - v e r y ,  v e r y  soon--he would n o  
l o n g e r  n e e d  t h e . . . A m e r i c a n s .  So h e  s e n t  G r a f  v o n  Amsburg t o  Moscow t o  
t e s t  t h e  water t h e r e ,  j u s t  a s  H i t l e r  had s e n t  von  R i b b e n t r o p .  

The r e s u l t  of t h e  Moscow t r i p  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Mr. E r d m a n ' s  s c e n a r i o :  A new 
n o n - a g g r e s s i o n  pac t ,  c a r v i n g  o u t  spheres o f  i n f l u e n c e  f o r  Germany a n d  t h e  
S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  E u r o p e  b u t  r i g h t  down i n t o  t h e  M i d d l e  East!  Ger- 
many is r e u n i t e d  as t h e  S o v i e t  forces p u l l  o u t  of E a s t  Germany. T h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  is i s s u e d  a n  u l t i m a t u m  t o  l e a v e  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e  w i t h i n  s i x t y  d a y s .  

T h i n g s  may n o t  h a p p e n  e x a c t l y  t h i s  way, o f  c o u r s e .  B u t  a u t h o r  Erdman,  a s  
p r o v e n  b y  h i s  e a r l i e r  w o r k s ,  h a s  a u n i q u e  a b i l i t y  t o  p ro jec t  t o d a y ' s  
t r e n d s - - s u c h  as neu  t r a l i s m / F i n l a n d  i z a t  i o n - - o u t  t o  t h e i r  l o g i c a l  c o n s e -  
q u e n c e s .  I t  m i g h t  be w e l l  t o  read a n d  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e  Erdman t h r i l l e r .  I 
g u a r a n t e e  you  w o n ' t  be able  t o  p u t  t h i s  book down t i l l  you  f i n i s h .  

--Gene H.  Hogberg, N e w s  B u r e a u  


