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MR. ARMSTRONG SPEAKS TO COMBINED 

CHURCHES AT CHICAGO AND SALEM, OREGON 

by H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong 

BEG PARDON. I n  t h e  r u s h  of a busy s c h e d u l e  s i n c e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  my 
d e s k  i n  Pasadena ,  I n e g l e c t e d  t o  r e p o r t  t o  you i n  l a s t  week ' s  Repor t  
abou t  t h e  combined service i n  Chicago.  I t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I had spoken 
t o  o u r  b r e t h r e n  i n  t h e  Chicago area f o r  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s .  The c h u r c h e s  i n  
t h a t  area have grown t remendous ly  i n  t h o s e  years--3,700 b r e t h r e n  were i n  
a t t e n d a n c e .  

The service w a s  h e l d  i n  t h e  world famous Auditor ium T h e a t e r  on famed 
l a k e  f r o n t  Michigan Boulevard .  I t o l d  o u r  b r e t h r e n  t h e r e  I t h o u g h t  I had 
a t t e n d e d  a n  o r c h e s t r a l  c o n c e r t  i n  t h a t  g i a n t  a u d i t o r i u m  a round  1920--but 
l a t e r  I d e c i d e d  t h e  h a l l  I had a t t e n d e d  w a s  O r c h e s t r a  H a l l ,  on t h e  same 
s t reet .  The Auditor ium T h e a t e r  has a famed h i s t o r y .  I t  s e a t s  4,00O--an 
immense t h e a t e r  w i t h  p e r f e c t  a c o u s t i c s .  I t  w a s  opened three y e a r s  b e f o r e  
I w a s  bo rn ,  i n  1 8 8 9 ,  by P r e s i d e n t  Benjamin H a r r i s o n .  I t  h a s  a long  and 
f a b l e d  h i s t o r y .  I t  i s  n o t  o n l y  immense--it i s  e x c e e d i n g l y  o r n a t e .  Such 
famous a r t i s t s  a s  Caruso  and many o t h e r s  of my f a t h e r ' s  g e n e r a t i o n  have 
sung t h e r e - - i n  f a c t  e v e r y  world-renowned per forming  a r t i s t  of  t h o s e  y e a r s  
around t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y .  

I t  i s  s t i l l  a m a g n i f i c a n t  a u d i t o r i u m .  Twice when t h e  mike s l i p p e d  
f r o m  my c o a t  l a p e l  and there was no a m p l i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  heard  
m e  d i s t i n c t l y  anyway. 

A t  t h e  combined mee t ing  a t  Denver t w o  weeks b e f o r e ,  I m e t  many b r e t h -  
r e n  I had n o t  s een  f o r  years--and a g a i n  a t  Chicago.  

I had l i v e d  i n  Chicago from 1915 t o  1922--seven y e a r s .  I had a n  
o f f i c e  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  c o n g e s t e d  downtown " loop"- -a t  123 Nest Madison. 
It  w a s  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  see Chicago a g a i n  and m e e t  many b r e t h r e n  t h e r e .  

The g i a n t  a u d i t o r i u m  w a s  v i r t u a l l y  packed--3,700 b r e t h r e n  w e r e  t h e r e .  
I spoke on t h e  UNIQUENESS of  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  era of  t h e  Church and t h e  
tremendous r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of o u r  COMMISSION! While t h e  Bridegroom t a r r i ed  
a w h i l e  " t h e y  a l l  s lumbered"-- the whole Church. But t h e  m i d n i g h t  c r y  must  
now GO OUT! ARISE! B e  s u r e  o u r  lamps ( B i b l e s )  a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  o i l - - T H E  
HOLY S P I R I T  I N  OUR M I N D S  AND HEARTS WHICH WILL ILLUMINATE OUR BIBLES S O  WE 
UNDERSTAND AND ARE AROUSED--ALERTED--AWAKENED! The Work must  d r i v e  ahead 
a t  t e r r i f i c  speed!  

A f t e r  t h e  service, I had a meet ing  w i t h  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  and wives f r o m  
t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a .  
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O r  
Again t h e  

gon, f o r  a 
S a l e m  Church. 

2 ,300  a t  SALEM, OREGON 

n e x t  Sabba th ,  A p r i l  4 ,  e l e v e n  o f  u s  f l e w  up t o  Sa lem,  
ombined mee t ing  of b r e t h r e n  a t  t h e  2 6 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  
There  w e r e  2 ,300  i n  a t t e n d a n c e - - i n c l u d i n g  t h e  P o r t l a n d  and 

Eugene c h u r c h e s ,  and even as  fa r  s o u t h  a s  Medford, Klamath F a l l s ,  and 
o t h e r  p o i n t s  i n  Oregon. 

I gave a s i m i l a r  message a s  a week b e f o r e  a t  Chicago ,  and w e  had a 
s p l e n d i d  mee t ing  w i t h  some f i f t y  o r  s i x t y  m i n i s t e r s  and wives i n  a 
s p e c i a l  mee t ing  a f t e r w a r d .  

I i n t e n d  t o  c o n t i n u e  speak ing  on t h e  same theme--the UNIQUENESS of  
t h e  Commission G o d  h a s  g i v e n  u s  compared t o  any o t h e r  era o f  t h e  Church 
s i n c e  C h r i s t  founded i t  i n  31 A.D.  C h r i s t ' s  commission t o  u s  i s  D I F -  
FERENT i n  many r e s p e c t s  from t h a t  of t h e  Church a t  any  o t h e r  t i m e  o r  
g e n e r a t i o n .  
second coming. 

Ours i s  t h e  END-TIME Message, p r e p a r i n g  t h e  way f o r  C h r i s t ' s  

The Church h a s  been s lumber ing  and s l e e p i n g  s p i r i t u a l l y  f o r  s e v e r a l  
g e n e r a t i o n s .  By, and a f t e r ,  7 0  A.D.  t h e  Church had t o  f lee- -and  a g a i n  i n  
t h e  Middle A g e s .  I t  had t o  meet s e c r e t l y  because  of  p e r s e c u t i o n  from t h e  
governments  o f  t h e  Roman Empire,  and t h e  medieva l  "Holy Roman Empire ,"  
under  t h e  f a l l e n  grea t  woman, "Babylon t h e  G r e a t ,  t h e  Mother of  Harlots  
and Abominat ions of t h e  E a r t h "  (Rev. 1 7 : 5 ) .  

The Church w a s  s lumber ing  and s l e e p i n g  s p i r i t u a l l y  when I f i r s t  came 
among t h e  S a r d i s  era.  But t h e  midn igh t  hour  s t r u c k  when t h i s  voice began 
c r y i n g  o u t  t h e  message of t h e  Kingdom of  God and C h r i s t ' s  imminent r e t u r n  
t o  restore t h e  Government o f  God and e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  Kingdom. The "mid- 
n i g h t  hour"  w a s  t o  s t r i k e  a s  a warning b e f o r e  C h r i s t ' s  coming ( M a t t .  25:6) * 

I T  HAS STRUCK. WE ARE THE CHURCH THAT MUST AWAKE! A f t e r  u s  w i l l  come-- 
o u t  o f  t h e  soon-coming "GREAT TRIBULATION"--the lukewarm Laodicean Church. 

But WE have a v e r y  s p e c i a l  commission, p r e p a r i n g  t h e  way f o r  C h r i s t ' s  
coming (Mal. 3 : l - 5 ) ,  and r a i s i n g  up t h e  SPIRITUAL TEMPLE (Eph. 2 : 2 1 )  t o  
which C h r i s t  w i l l  soon come. 

My e a r l y  m i n i s t r y ,  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  r a i s i n g  up of t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  
Church, w a s  i n  t h e  area o f  Salem and Eugene, Oregon. I t  w a s  g r e a t  t o  be 
back t h e r e  and speak  t o  so many b r e t h r e n  t h e r e .  

I a m  p l a n n i n g  t o  speak  t o  combined g r o u p s  of o u r  c h u r c h e s  a b o u t  e v e r y  
t w o  weeks--at such  c e n t e r s  as  New York, San F r a n c i s c o ,  C i n c i n n a t i ,  S t .  
P e t e r s b u r g ,  F l a . ,  New O r l e a n s ,  Toron to ,  Washington D.C .  o r  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  
Lake of t h e  Ozarks ,  and o t h e r  c e n t e r s .  

I p l a n  a v i s i t  t o  o u r  Churches i n  A u s t r a l i a  and New Zealand i n  May, 
and England and Germany i n  J u l y .  I have a VERY BUSY SCHEDULE AHEAD! 
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FROM MINISTERIAL S E R V I C E S  

F e s t i v a l  O f f i c e  UDdate 

The F e s t i v a l  Team c o n t i n u e s  working t o g e t h e r  i n  a s s i s t i n g  M r .  H e r b e r t  W .  
Armstrong i n  p l a n n i n g  and e x e c u t i n g  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  1 9 8 1  
Feast of  T a b e r n a c l e s .  H o w e v e r ,  s i n c e  D r .  W i l l i a m  Kessler has  been re- 
c e n t l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  f i e l d  m i n i s t r y  t o  serve i n  t h e  N a s h v i l l e ,  
Tennessee area,  any r o u t i n e  q u e s t i o n s  and i n q u i r i e s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  
Feast  and f e s t i v a l  p l a n n i n g  shou ld  be forwarded t o  Doug Horchak--who 
w i l l  be a s s i s t i n g  i n  c o o r d i n a t i n g  F e s t i v a l  O p e r a t i o n s  and P lann ing  f o r  
t h e  F e s t i v a l  Team.  

The F e s t i v a l  O f f i c e  phone number i s  213-577-5210 f o r  t h o s e  n o t  a b l e  t o  
u s e  t h e  WATS l i n e .  Those a b l e  t o  u s e  t h e  WATS l i n e  should  c a l l  8 0 0 - 4 2 3 -  
4464 and l e a v e  a c a l l - b a c k  message. 

P o l i c y  R e :  M i n i s t e r i a l  T r a n s f e r s  f o r  t h e  Feast  of T a b e r n a c l e s  

M r .  H e r b e r t  Armstrong h a s  asked  t h a t  a l l  of  t h e  m i n i s t r y  i n  o u r  employ 
be REQUIRED t o  a t t e n d  t h e i r  a s s i g n e d  f e a s t  s i t e  w i t h  t h e i r  loca l  congrega-  
t i o n .  The Feast  of  T a b e r n a c l e s  is  c o n s i d e r e d  a p a r t  o f  your  r o u t i n e  re- 
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  s e r v i n g  t h e  b r e t h r e n  even  though you may have no spe-  
c i f i c  a s s i g n e d  d u t i e s  a t  t h e  s i t e  your c o n g r e g a t i o n  i s  a t t e n d i n g .  

The members have t o  u s e  t h e i r  v a c a t i o n  t i m e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  Feast ;  however, 
t h e  m i n i s t r y  c a n  r e q u e s t  p e r s o n a l  t i m e  o f f  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  

Only t h o s e  who are r e q u e s t e d  t o  f i l l  a need i n  a n o t h e r  s i t e  w i l l  be  a l -  
lowed t o  t r a n s f e r .  However, i f  you feel  t h e r e  are e x t e n u a t i n g  circum- 
s t a n c e s  i n  your  case, write a m e m o  t o  M i n i s t e r i a l  Services f o r  a p p r o v a l .  
W e  t r u s t  t h i s  w i l l  h e l p  a l l  of you i n  your  f e s t i v a l  p l a n n i n g .  

F e s t i v a l  A t t endance  L i s t  t o  A r r i v e  Soon 

The f i r s t  copy of t h e  Fes t iva l  At tendance  L i s t  should  r e a c h  a l l  p a s t o r s  
of  c h u r c h e s  by t h e  end of A p r i l ;  t h e r e f o r e  i t  shou ld  be  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  u s e  
by t h e  f i r s t  Sabba th  i n  May. You w i l l  have t h r e e  weeks ( t h e  Sabba ths  of 
May 2nd, 9 t h ,  and 1 6 t h )  t o  r e c o r d  t h e  p l a n s  of  a s  many o f  t h e  members a s  
p o s s i b l e  b e f o r e  m a i l i n g  t h e  l i s t  back t o  Pasadena.  

P l e a s e  be s u r e  you have read t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  F e s t i v a l  A d v i s o r ' s  
Guidebook r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  At t endance  L i s t  and have someone a p p o i n t e d  t o  
g a t h e r  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  You may want t o  make s p e c i a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  now 
f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  t h r e e  Sabba ths  s t a t e d  above.  

F u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w i l l  accompany t h e  l i s t .  
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* * * *  TO BE ANNOUNCED * * * *  
FESTIVAL HOUSING RESERVATIONS 

The A p r i l  6 t h  Worldwide N e w s ,  c o n t a i n i n g  housing i n f o r m a t i o n  
on Feast  s i tes  i n  t h e  U . S .  and Canada a s  w e l l  a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
on  overseas s i tes ,  i s  o f f  t h e  p r e s s  and shou ld  be i n  m o s t  
m e m b e r s '  hands d u r i n g  t h e  Days of Unleavened Bread. 

- I n  q e n e r a l ,  it i s  up t o  e a c h  o f  you t o  r e s e r v e  hous ing  fo r  
your  household by c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  d i r e c t l y .  
The re  are  s l i s h t  v a r i a t i o n s  on  t h i s  p rocedure  i n  Cape Cod, 
Squaw V a l l e y ,  *and Wisconsin D e l l s .  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s i t e  you wish  t o  a t t e n d  and f o l l o w  

P l e a s e  r e a d  c a r e f u l l y  

them e x p l i c i t l y .  

T h e r e  are a l s o  b a s i c  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  a r t i c l e s  on  hous ing  and 
problem-solv ing  i n  t h e  same i s s u e  of t h e  Worldwide N e w s .  
Make s u r e  you have also r e a d  and unde r s tood  t h i s  mater ia l  
b e f o r e  making your  r e s e r v a t i o n s .  

You may make hous ing  a r r angemen t s  a s  soon a s  you h a v e ' d e c i d e d  
where you p l a n  t o  a t t e n d .  However, t h o s e  who are  r e q u e s t i n g  
t r a n s f e r s  t o  H a w a i i ,  Rapid C i t y  and Squaw V a l l e y  should  be 
p r e p a r e d  t o  c a n c e l  t h e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  i f  t h e i r  t r a n s f e r s  can-  
n o t  b e  approved .  T r a n s f e r  a p p r o v a l s  shou ld  be s e n t  o u t  a b o u t  
J u n e  1 0 .  (See  r e l a t e d  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  WN Fes t iva l  P l a n n e r . )  

I f  you have any f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  see your  Feast Advisor. 
- - F e s t i v a l  O f f i c e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

N e w s  F l a s h !  L a s t  week w e  ment ioned t h a t  t h e  French-language e d i t i o n  of 
t h e  World T o m o r r o w  broadcast--Le Monde A Venir--had ceased  g o i n g  o u t  on 
Europe No.1. 

T h i s  week God h a s  reopened  t h e  door of Radio Luxembourg! Commencing 
A p r i l  3 0 t h ,  L e  Monde A Veni r  w i l l  be aired a g a i n  a t  10:30 p.m. on  Thurs-  
day ,  F r i d a y  and S a t u r d a y  e v e n i n g s .  

Radio Luxembourg covers a l l  o f  t h e  French-speaking areas of Europe and 
t h i s  good t i m e  s l o t  w i l l  make t h e  message a v a i l a b l e  t o  m i l l i o n s  of l i s -  
t e n e r s  who may neve r  have hea rd  it b e f o r e !  

A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  R e f r e s h e r  Program 

Dear M r .  Armstrong: 

W a r m e s t  g r e e t i n g s  t o  you and your  w i f e .  My w i f e  J a n  and I would 
l i k e  t o  thank  you so much f o r  making i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o  a t t e n d  
t h e  s e v e n t h  s e s s i o n  of t h e  R e f r e s h e r  Programme. A s  w e l l  a s  u p d a t i n g ,  
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it confirmed what w e  had been t a u g h t  a t  B r i c k e t  Wood by such l o y a l  
men a s  Mr. Raymond M c N a i r  and M r .  Leon Walker. W e  a re  so p l e a s e d  
t h e y  a re  b e i n g  used a g a i n  so power fu l ly  i n  God ' s  Work. A s  you know, 
B r i c k e t  Wood w a s  used a s  a whipping p o s t  and r i d i c u l e d  by some. I t  
h u r t .  Of c o u r s e  it w a s n ' t  p e r f e c t ,  b u t  one q u a l i t y  w a s  g r e a t l y  
s t r e s s e d - - l o y a l t y  t o  God 's  government and t o  t h e  t r u t h  C h r i s t  
revealed th rough  you. 

On t h e  s u b j e c t  of t e a c h i n g ,  it o c c u r r e d  t o  m e  t h e  o t h e r  day  how 
r e v e a l i n g  it w i l l  be  i n  t h e  world tomorrow t o  have h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s  
t a u g h t  by Noah, Abraham, J o s e p h  and t h e  a p o s t l e s !  

S o m e t i m e s  when I h e a r  you speak o r  r e a d  one of your l e t t e r s ,  t ears  
come i n t e r n a l l y  o r  e x t e r n a l l y  because  I r ea l i ze  you are t h e  end- 
t i m e  A p o s t l e  and t h a t  G o d  does e s p e c i a l l y  i n s p i r e  you. W e  c e r t a i n l y  
know you are  a mortal  human b e i n g ,  t h a t  you can  make m i s t a k e s ,  b u t  
you are  v e r y  s p e c i a l  n e v e r t h e l e s s .  Humans are i n c l i n e d  t o  s a y  i f  
o n l y  w e  had l i ved  i n  " B i b l e  times" and c o u l d  h e a r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
a p o s t l e s  p r e a c h  when w e  DO l i v e  i n  B i b l e  t i m e s  and w e  DO have a 
rea l  a p o s t l e .  I f  w e  d o  b e l i e v e  you are t h e  A p o s t l e ,  I know w e  
must be c a r e f u l  t o  heed what you say!  Your c h a r a c t e r  and d i l i g e n c e  
are a n  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  u s .  

P a u l  and J a n  Linehan 

Dear Mr. Armstrong: 

Thank YOU s i r  f o r  t h e  i n s p i r a t i c n  you have g i v e n  t o  t h e  R e f r e s h e r  
Progrzm! I t  h a s  been t h e  m o s t  r ewarding  e x p e r i e n c e  my w i f e  and I 
have had i n  o u r  seven  years of  s e r v i n g  God's peop le .  

The s p i r i t  and f e e l i n g  of  u n i t y  and teamwork now f low t h r o u g h  t h e  
campus and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  everywhere.  W e  have keen s t r e n g t h e n e d  and 
e x c i t e d  about  what God has  i n s p i r e d  h e r e  th rough  you and now o u r  
g r e a t e s t  d e s i r e  i s  t o  s h a r e  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  f l o c k  you have asked u s  
t o  shepherd i n  Champaign. 

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  u n i t y ,  z e a l ,  and f e e l i n g  of  oneness  h e r e  h a s  
t o  be  expe r i enced  i n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  f u l l y  how much o u r  g r e a t  
God h a s  been a c t i v e l y  moving H i s  hand over t h e  campus and renewing 
u s  t h r o u g h  you. W e  a p p r e c i a t e  you, M r .  Armstrong,  now more t h a n  
ever b e f o r e .  

Randy and Beth  H o l m  

Dear M r .  H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong: 

G r e e t i n g s  from t h e  Sou th  P a c i f i c  t i n y  P o l y n e s i a n  I s l a n d  Kingdom of 
Tonga--from t h e  c h u r c h  o f  5 2  m e m b e r s  and c h i l d r e n  o u t  of  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  of  ~ O O , O O O  people!  

I t  w a s  a g r e a t  j o y  and encouragement f o r  m e  t o  see you w i t h  my e y e s  
and h e a r  you w i t h  my ears a s  you came i n  and conducted  t h e  "Congress"  
mee t ing  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  H a l l  o f  A r t s  i n  t h e  Ambassador 
C o l l e g e  i n  Pasadena on Wednesday 26 th  Februa ry .  I t  w a s  v e r y  encourag-  
i n g  news f o r  t h e  b r e t h r e n  h e r e  when I t o l d  them t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  m e e t -  
i n g  w i t h  you. 
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I a m  so g r a t e f u l  and t h a n k f u l  t o  you, M r .  Armstrong, and t o  your  m o s t  
l o y a l  and humble d e d i c a t e d  a s s i s t a n t s  and a l l  o t h e r s  God commissioned 
t h r o u g h  you t o  create  t h i s  i n v a l u a b l e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h e r  Program 
f o r  t e a c h i n g  and p e r f e c t i o n  o f  o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The g r e a t  b e n e f i t  
I have l e a r n e d  from t h i s  s h o r t  R e f r e s h e r  Program i s  of g r e a t  v a l u e  
f o r  my l i f e  and f o r  t h e  Church h e r e  a s  a whole. 

Thank you once a g a i n  f o r  s e t t i n g  u s  t h e  example and t h e  courage  t o  
f o l l o w  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  g o a l  of o u r  c a l l i n g .  With b e s t  r e g a r d s  and 
much l o v e  t o  you l  S i r .  

I .  To lu  Ha'angana,  
Local Elder--a N a t i v e  Tongan 
of  t h e  P o l y n e s i a n  R a c e  

Dear M r .  Armstrong: 

J u s t  had t o  send a n o t e  of a p p r e c i a t i o n  and t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  R e f r e s h e r  
Program d u r i n g  the month of Februa ry .  So happy t o  have been t h e r e  
and t o  see you i n  p e r s o n  the day  you came t o  t h e  Ambassador C o l l e g e  
campus. 
and e f f o r t  t o  t e a c h  and t r a i n  a l l  of  u s  t o  speak t h e  same t h i n g ,  so 
w e  can  be  a more e f f e c t i v e  t oo l  i n  C h r i s t ' s  hands t o  f i n i s h  t h i s  
work w e  have been g i v e n  t o  d o .  

C e r t a i n l y  want t o  thank  a l l  of t h e  m i n i s t e r s  t h a t  t ook  t i m e  

My w i f e  and I p r a y  d a i l y  f o r  you and t h e  Work. 

I t h i n k  even  you do  n o t  r e a l i z e  what a n  i n s p i r a t i o n  you are t o  o t h e r s  
a s  w e  see you g e t  up  and speak  t o  world l e a d e r s ,  a t  your  a g e ,  w i t h  
t h e  e y e s i g h t  you have. A t  one t i m e  I l o s t  85% of my e y e s i g h t  w i t h  
ca ta rac ts .  I w a s  g i v i n g  s e r m o n e t t e s  and my w i f e  would p r i n t  o u t  
s c r i p t u r e s  i n  l e t t e r s  a b o u t  an  i n c h  h igh .  I neve r  c o u l d  have done 
t h a t  b u t  I though t  w e l l ,  i f  M r .  Armstrong c a n  ge t  up b e f o r e  world 
l e a d e r s ,  s u r e l y  I c a n  g e t  up before a loca l  c h u r c h  group.  I a m  
s u r e  you have i n s p i r e d  many o t h e r s  i n  t h e  same way. 

There  i s  no d o u b t  i n  o u r  minds who and where God's A p o s t l e  i s  
t o d a y .  

Thank you,  M r .  Armstrong,  f o r  having t h e  c h a r a c t e r  - n o t  t o  w a t e r  down 
God's t r u t h  a g a i n s t  a l l  odds .  
and God 's  Work. 

W e  l o v e  you and are  1 0 0 %  beh ind  you 

Don and R e a  B a i l e y  

Dear M r .  Armstrong: 

A f t e r  a t t e n d i n g  one  week of  t h e  R e f r e s h e r  Program, I want t o  
e x p r e s s  my f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  c o u r s e .  I w a s  v e r y  f a v o r a b l y  
impressed  w i t h  t h e  v a l u e  of t h e  program, and t o  be  reminded 
a b o u t  t h e  role o f  a m i n i s t e r .  

The program w a s  a good reminder  of what God's Word s a y s  a b o u t  
many o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  of  t h e  Church. I now see why so many 
m i n i s t e r s  have w r i t t e n  you and e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  
h e l p  and i n s p i r a t i o n  t h e y  r e c e i v e d .  
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The s p i r i t  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  among t h o s e  a t t e n d i n g  w a s  one of u n i t y  
and t h a n k f u l n e s s  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  be r e f r e s h e d  i n  God ' s  
Word. The motto of Ambassador College c e r t a i n l y  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  
f o r  the  program. "Recap tu r ing  True Values"  w a s  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  
*Y. 

The men you have s e l e c t e d  t o  s e r v e  i n  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  c e r t a i n l y  
d i s p l a y e d  a n  a t t i t u d e  of d e d i c a t i o n  and l o y a l t y  t o  God 's  Work. I 
came away w i t h  a renewed z e a l  and d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  be a more 
r e s p o n s i b l e  and d e d i c a t e d  s e r v a n t  of  G o d .  

Thanks a g a i n  f o r  t h e  c o u r s e ,  and may God c o n t i n u e  t o  g i v e  you t h e  
s t r e n g t h  and i n s p i r a t i o n  you need t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
you have i n  d o i n g  God's Work, 

J i m  F e n e s t e r  

Dear M r .  J o s e p h  Tkach: 

B e l a t e d  g r e e t i n g s  from t h e  P o l y n e s i a n  I s l a n d  Kingdom of Tonga i n  t h e  
Sou th  P a c i f i c !  I wish  t o  thank  v e r y  much you and t h e  team whom God 
i n s p i r e d  and guided  i n  a l l  t e a c h i n g s  and admoni t ions  of u s  d u r i n g  t h e  
e i g h t h  c lass  s e s s i o n  from 9 t h  t o  27 th  F e b r u a r y ,  1981. 

I t  w a s  a g r e a t  b e n e f i t  indeed  t o  have had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a t t e n d  
and l e a r n  e x a c t l y  what t h e  Church t e a c h i n g s  from t h e  Word of God a r e .  
The Church h e r e  i n  Tonga w a s  so t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  g i v e n  
m e .  

Again,  t h e  whole Church h e r e  i n  Tonga wi shes  t o  convey t o  t h e  Apos t l e ,  
H e r b e r t  W.  Armstrong and t o  a l l  t h e  m i n i s t r y  t h e r e  i n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
o u r  w a r m e s t  r e g a r d s  and 1 0 0 %  wholehear ted  f i r m  s t a n d  i n  l o y a l t y  t o  
him and t h e  g r e a t  Work. With much love t o  you a l l .  

I .  Tolu  Ha'angana 

Comments From Monthlv Church R e D o r t s  

OAK HILL,W.VA--CHARLES R .  CRAIN:  B r e t h r e n  i n  t h e  Oak H i l l  a r e a  are  
s o l i d  and e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  Church and t h e  Work of G o d .  The 
Church h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow as new peop le  come a l o n g .  Th ings  a re  
p r o g r e s s i n g  p o s i t i v e l y  i n  t h e  area and many new p e o p l e  c o n t i n u e  t o  
s e e k  o u t  t h e  Church. The i n t e r e s t  i s  h igh .  

CUMBERLAND-HAGERSTOW, MD--WILLIAM R .  PACK: Attended t h e  7 t h  s e s s i o n  
of t h e  R e f r e s h e r  Program--FANTASTIC!! The b r e t h r e n  are  v e r y  a n x i o u s  
t o  h e a r  and respond t o  t h e  many p o s i t i v e  d i r e c t i v e s  g a i n e d  from t h e  
R e f r e s h e r  Program. 

NORFOLK, VA--DANIEL C.  HALL: P M ' s  are making p r o g r e s s  a s  t h e y  
s t u d y  THE INCREDIBLE HUMAN POTENTIAL and o t h e r  b a s i c  l i t e r a t u r e .  
M r .  Arms t rong ' s  J a n u a r y  2rlth l e t t e r  w a s  v e r y  m o t i v a t i n g  and i n s p i r -  
i n g ,  c a u s i n g  many t o  comment how it h a s  s t i r r e d  them t o  work h a r d e r  
as  w e  approach  C h r i s t ' s  r e t u r n .  

JACKSON, TN--JOE E .  DOBSON: Church i s  becoming more aware of  t h e  
s h o r t n e s s  of t i m e .  Respons iveness  i s  improving.  Peop le  are  ove r -  
coming. 
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LONGVIEW, TX/SHREVEPORT,  LA--BILL BRADFORD: We a re  having  v e r y  good 
r e s p o n s e  from some t o  sermons,  and even l e s s o n s  t h e y  a re  l e a r n i n g  
on t h e i r  own. I t  seems t h a t  some p e o p l e  i n  t h e  Church a r e  having  
t r i a l s  o f  t h e i r  own which i s  producing  good f r u i t .  They a re  s tudy-  
i n g  and p r a y i n g  and l e a r n i n g  l e s s o n s  t h e y  seem t o  have n e g l e c t e d  
b e f o r e .  I t  i s  encourag ing  t o  see t h i s  s p i r i t u a l  g rowth  among a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  

DENISON, TX--GERALD WITTE: Good en thus i a sm r e g a r d i n g  t h e  B i b l e  
s t u d y  t a p e s .  

HARRISON,  AR--TOM BLACKWELL: Much good comment a b o u t  GN i s s u e  on  
B i b l e  a u t h e n t i c i t y .  

MT. POCONO, PA--0.G. ENGELBART: B r e t h r e n  a re  v e r y  e x c i t e d  abou t  
having  t h e  Feast  o f  T a b e r n a c l e s  i n  M t .  Pocono t h i s  f a l l .  

ANN ARBOR, MI--JEROLD W .  AUST: The b r e t h r e n  are u p l i f t e d  by M r .  
A rms t rong ' s  j o u r n e y  t o  t h e  F a r  E a s t  and h i s  campaigns.  W e  a re  a l l  
hoping f o r  i n c r e a s e d  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  cove rage .  YOUTH 8 1  i s  a 
b e a u t i f u l  magazine and v e r y  h e l p f u l  f o r  t h e  you th  and a d u l t s  a l i k e !  
W e  have t o  r u n  t o  keep up w i t h  M r .  Armstrong. 

CHAMPAIGN, IL--R.  HOLM: Y . O . U .  members a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  whole Church 
a r e  en thused  over t h e  new YOUTH 8 1  magazine! M r .  Arms t rong ' s  
gu idance  o f  Y . O . U .  i s  much a p p r e c i a t e d .  

RALEIGH, NC--MIXE BOOZE: The b r e t h r e n  have  been e n j o y i n g  t h e  B i b l e  
s t u d y  t a p e s  by M r .  Armstrong. 

Even t h e  Chickens  Keep t h e  Sabbath!  

W e  are t h r e e  m e m b e r s  and t w o  p r o s p e c t i v e s  h e r e  i n  a s m a l l  s e t t l e m e n t  
of  j u s t  a b o u t  t w o  hundred p e o p l e ,  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  I n d i a .  F i v e  o u t  
of t w o  hundred i s  indeed  a b i g  number f o r  t h e  Church of God, and 
t h a t  i s  why w e  a re  t h e  f o c u s  of a t t e n t i o n  i n  a l l  t h a t  happens ,  b o t h  
good and bad. 

P e o p l e  are amazed t h a t  w e  keep  t h e  Sabba th  d e s p i t e  o p p o s i t i o n  and 
p e r s e c u t i o n .  A l l  o f  u s  have o u r  j o b s  t h r e a t e n e d .  W e  haire been 
l a b e l l e d  and ma l igned ,  and loca l  t h u g s  have even "warned" u s .  But 
it seems s t r a n g e  t o  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t h a t  w e  s t i l l  g e t  t o g e t h e r  on 
S a t u r d a y s ,  s i n g  hymns h e a r t i l y ,  work ha rd  on Sundays,  and t o  make 
t h i n g s  worse d i d  n o t  j o i n  t h e i r  C h r i s t m a s  f e s t i v i t i e s .  So t h e  local  
s a y i n g  goes " t h e  local shadow of S a t u r d a y  is on u s . "  T h a t  one of 
u s  used  t o  be  d Method i s t  m i n i s t e r  a t  one  t i m e ,  makes it a l l  t h e  
more i n e x p l i c a b l e .  And t o  t o p  it a l l  h i s  p o u l t r y  a l so  d e c i d e d  t o  
keep t h e  Sabbath-- they have s topped  l a y i n g  e g g s  on S a t u r d a y !  

Susy Aya R a m  (Moradabad, I n d i a )  

Weeklv Letter Comments 

F i r s t l y ,  o u r  comments show how God Almighty i s  t r u l y  mindfu l  of H i s  peo- 
p l e .  H e  i s  b l e s s i n g  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  them, sometimes i n  r emarkab le  and 
unexpec ted  ways. 
t h e i r  un ique  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  r e c a p t u r e  t r u e  v a l u e s .  F i n a l l y ,  r e a d e r s  

Then Ambassador s t u d e n t s  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  
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are g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  Work's f r e e l y  g i v e n  l i t e r a t u r e .  They f i n d  ourmaga-  
z i n e s  and b o o k l e t s  i n s p i r i n g ,  i n f o r m a t i v e  and e d i f y i n g .  

God Blesses and P r o v i d e s  

Two y e a r s  ago ,  I w a s  a s t u d e n t  of E lec t r ica l  Eng inee r ing  a t  t h e  
S . V . U .  College of  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  T i r u p a t i .  I used t o  t h i n k  t h a t  
s i n c e  t h e  u n i v e r s e  i s  t o t a l l y  w i t h o u t  meaning; t o t a l l y  w i t h o u t  
r e a s o n  o r  j u s t i c e ,  o r  mercy and w i t h  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  l e f t  b u t  
t h e  hugger-mugger, h u r l y - b u r l y ,  ramshackle  b e a u t y  of l i t t e r  and 
chance  and c h a o s ,  t h e r e  i s  no c a u s e  why w e  shou ld  t a k e  a n y t h i n g  
s e r i o u s l y  and make any e f f o r t  s e r i o u s l y  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l .  
I d r i f t e d  a l o n g  r e c k l e s s l y  and c a r e l e s s l y .  I f a i l e d  i n  most of 
t h e  s u b j e c t s  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  I l o s t  one comple te  y e a r .  My moral  
d e g e n e r a t i o n  w a s  comple te .  

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  one  of my l e c t u r e r s  came t o  my r e s c u e  and l e n t  m e  
some o ld  c o p i e s  of The PLAIN TRUTH. A t  f i r s t ,  I c u r s e d  him. But 
I c o u l d n ' t  e s c a p e  t h e  s t r a n g e  f a s c i n a t i o n  o f  your  a r t ic les .  P a r -  
t i c u l a r l y  your  b o o k l e t  WHY WERE YOU BORN? d e a l t  a c r u s h i n g  blow t o  
my m i s e r a b l e  e x i s t e n c e .  L i f e  once a g a i n  became meaningfu l  and 
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  me. I worked hard  f o r  my s t u d i e s  and stood second 
i n  my class .  I have s u c c e s s f u l l y  completed my B a c h e l o r ' s  degree 
w i t h  d i s t i n c t i o n  and now I have o b t a i n e d  admiss ion  t o  t h e  p o s t -  
g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e  i n  one of  t h e  most p r e s t i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  o u r  
c o u n t r y .  

I want t o  r e c o r d  my deep  s e n s e  of g r a t i t u d e  f o r  p u t t i n g  m e  on  t h e  
r i g h t  p a t h  a g a i n .  

K .  V i j a y a  Mohan Reddy (Kanpur, I n d i a )  

S i n c e  b e i n g  i n  God's g r e a t  Work, o u r  l i v e s  have been v e r y  much 
b l e s s e d .  Our m a r r i a g e  h a s  blossomed and been g r e a t l y  e n r i c h e d  and 
r e v i t a l i z e d .  Our l i v e s  have been f i l l e d  w i t h  g r e a t  f u l f i l l m e n t  and 
purpose!  The b l e s s i n g s  o f  o u r  g rea t  G o d  are  t r u l y  g r e a t .  

I t  i s  h a r d  t o  comprehend t h e  e n t i r e  pu rpose  and c a l l i n g  w e  have 
received, f o r  n o t h i n g  w e  o u r s e l v e s  have done makes u s  worthy of 
God's promises!  A s  you [ M r .  Armstrong] have s a i d  so o f t e n  b e f o r e ,  
because  o f  o u r  s i n s  w e  a l l  deserve t o  d i e .  However, t h r o u g h  God's 
f a r - r e a c h i n g  love for  mankind, H i s  o n l y  b e g o t t e n  Son, J e s u s  C h r i s t  
( t h e  Being t h r o u g h  which a l l  t h i n g s  were o r i g i n a l l y  c r e a t e d )  became 
human and shed H i s  blood f o r  t h e  redempt ion  of  t h e  s i n s  of  t h e  e n t i r e  
world: Such l o v e  i s  h a r d  t o  c o m p l e t e l y  u n d e r s t a n d ,  even w i t h  God's  
S p i r i t  i n  us !  

Ba r ry  & Joanne  C u r l e y  (Anaheim, CA) 

- - 

My husband i s  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f i e l d  and has  o n l y  been p a r t i a l l y  
employed s i n c e  t h e  F e a s t .  And y e t ,  G o d  h a s  seen  f i t  t o  p r o v i d e  u s  
w i t h  what  w e  need.  I t  h a s n ' t  been e a s y ,  b u t  w e  are amazed a t  how 
much G o d  h a s  blessed u s .  F r i e n d s  o u t s i d e  t h e  Church c a n ' t  under -  
s t a n d  how we've been a b l e  t o  make it. P h y s i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  n e i t h e r  
c a n  we!  But w e  know t h e r e  is  a g r e a t  God who cares f o r  u s  and g i v e s  
t o  u s  a b u n d a n t l y ,  and H e  i s  t h e  one  who h a s  s t r e t c h e d  e v e r y  penny 
w e  had. 

M r .  & M r s .  J i m  Robinson ( C u r t i s ,  N E )  
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I ' v e  been want ing  so b a d l y  a l o v e  seat  f o r  my l i t t l e  room, one t h a t  
opens  i n t o  a bed. But a f t e r  your  l e t t e r  I dec ided  I cou ld  l i v e  w i t h  
what I had and so s e n t  t h a t  money t o  t h e  Work. Today I r e c e i v e d  a 
c a l l  f r o m  my d a u g h t e r .  A f r i e n d  had g i v e n  h e r  e x a c t l y  what I wanted 
and s h e  i s  b r i n g i n g  it t o  m e !  G o d  i s  so wonderfu l !  

M r s .  I d a  A.  R i c e  (Bur ton ,  M I )  

L e t  m e  s h a r e  a g rea t  b l e s s i n g  G o d  has g i v e n  my f a m i l y .  Very 
r e c e n t l y ,  my w i f e  gave b i r t h  n a t u r a l l y ,  w i t h o u t  any d r u g s ,  t o  a 
baby g i r l !  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t w o  y e a r s  b e f o r e  she  had o u r  f i r s t -  
bo rn  son  t h r o u g h  a Caesa rean  s e c t i o n .  A l l  t h e  d o c t o r s  w e  t a l k e d  
t o  s a i d  s h e  had no chance  o f  g i v i n g  b i r t h  v a g i n a l l y .  However, she  
had o n l y  e i g h t  h o u r s  of  labor--and handled  i t  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l .  W e  
p rayed  f o r  God's  courage  and H e  answered o u r  p r a y e r s .  

J . K .  (Henderson,  NC) 

I wanted t o  send t h i s  s m a l l  o f f e r i n g  because  j u s t  t h e  o t h e r  day  
w e  w e r e  g i v e n  a l l  k i n d s  of  men's  c l o t h i n g  and s h o e s - - j u s t  t h e  s i z e  
my husband i s  a b l e  t o  wear. There  w e r e  some brand  new c l o t h e s  and 
some t h a t  had h a r d l y  been worn. I f e e l  t h i s  w a s  a d i rec t  b l e s s i n g  
from God, l i f t i n g  t h e  burden o f  u s  having  t o  buy t h e s e  v e r y  a r t i c l e s .  

L a s t  week w e  had t a l k e d  a b o u t  how w e  migh t  be a b l e  t o  buy some of  
t h e s e  s a m e  t h i n g s  t h a t  my husband needed so b a d l y  and h a d n ' t  been 
a b l e  t o  a f f o r d .  

E d i t h  L .  Gerron ( I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  IN) 

I have been s p e c i a l l y  b l e s s e d  s i n c e  God ca l led  m e .  H e  h a s  now 
b l e s s e d  m e  w i t h  a c l e a n  mind, r i g h t  knowledge, wisdom and under -  
s t a n d i n g  t o  l i v e  a good l i f e ,  l o v i n g  f r i e n d s ,  a j o b ,  good h e a l t h ,  
sound f i n a n c i a l  knowledge, and a l o v e l y  watch  which I g o t  a s  a g i f t  
a t  my f i r s t - e v e r  F e a s t  o f  T a b e r n a c l e s  i n  1 9 8 0 .  

One Sabba th  even ing  when I w a s  r e t u r n i n g  from where I had been 
l i s t e n i n g  t o  "The World Tomorrow" b r o a d c a s t ,  God a l so  saved m e  
from a t h u g  a t t a c k .  On t h e  f o l l o w i n g  morning I r ecove red  t h e  1 2  
Correspondence Lessons  which my a t t a c k e r s  had s c a t t e r e d  on t h e  road  
when t h e y  f l e d - - t o  my s u r p r i s e ,  as I d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  resist  or  c h a s e  
them. There  are many o t h e r  cases where t h e  E t e r n a l  s u p e r n a t u r a l l y  
i n t e r v e n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t i m e  I a sked  f o r  a few c e n t s  t o  buy b read  
when I w a s  hungry and s t i l l  l o o k i n g  f o r  a job .  I r e a l l y  l e a r n e d  t o  
l i v e  by f a i t h .  

S.P. (Sou th  A f r i c a )  

S t u d e n t s  C h e r i s h  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  a t  Ambassador College 

Thank you so much f o r  a l l o w i n g  G o d  t o  u s e  you t o  p u t  t h e  Church and 
C o l l e g e  back on t h e  t r a c k .  
n o t  want t o  be  anywhere else.  So many t h i n g s  t o  l e a r n  and do and so 
many o p p o r t u n i t i e s !  
m i n i s t e r s ,  t h e  College,  t h e  p e o p l e  and e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  goes w i t h  i t .  
Keep up t h e  good work, M r .  Armstrong. W e  are  a l l  p r a y i n g  f o r  you. 

I a m  a s t u d e n t  a t  Ambassador, and I would 

I c a n ' t  t hank  G o d  enough f o r  t h e  Church,  t h e  

S c o t t  F r i e s e n  (Pasadena ,  CAI 
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Thank you f o r  a l l o w i n g  m e  t o  a t t e n d  Ambassador C o l l e g e .  I t  i s  a 
wonderfu l  envi ronment .  I thank  God f o r  g i v i n g  you t h e  v i s i o n  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  such  a wonderfu l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Enclosed i s  a check  f o r  my 
f i r s t  t i t h e .  Please u s e  it i n  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  good news of t h e  coming 
of  o u r  Lord. 

R e n i t a  Lawson (Pasadena ,  CAI 

I am s i n c e r e l y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  t h a t  you [Mr. Armstrong] had t h e  
v i s i o n  and gu idance  t o  make Ambassador College what it i s ,  and 
t h a t  I have t h e  un ique  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  be h e r e .  I work as  a c u s t o -  
d i a n  i n  t h e  Audi tor ium,  y e t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  neve r  loses i t s  beau ty .  

J u l i e  Muenster (Pasadena ,  CA)  

Thank you, M r .  Armstrong,  f o r  t h e  tremendous o p p o r t u n i t i e s  you have 
g i v e n  u s ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  of  Ambassador C o l l e g e .  I p r a y  t h a t  w e  can  
u s e  what w e ' r e  l e a r n i n g  and g ive  even more where and how God wants .  
Keep up your  tremendous work! 

Renae Bechto ld  (Pasadena ,  CAI 

Being a s t u d e n t  a t  Ambassador C o l l e g e ,  I have t h e  p r i v i l e g e  and 
o p p o r t u n i t y  of  b e i n g  closer t o  t h e  Work t h a n  p e r h a p s  members f ee l  
i n  far-removed c h u r c h  areas. I a m  so v e r y  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h i s  oppor-  
t u n i t y  t o  serve t h e  Church, t h e  Work and AICF. 

As I d a i l y  walk a b o u t  t h i s  campus, I a m  awed by it. I rejoice 
over it and t h a n k  God t h a t  you ( M r .  Armstrong) have obeyed God 
and l e t  H i m  work t h r o u g h  and w i t h  you i n  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  wonderfu l  
e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  u s .  I t  s imply  d o e s  n o t  compare t o  any 
o t h e r .  

Joyce  Harrar (Pasadena ,  CAI 

Readers  Value  Our L i t e r a t u r e  

I have r e a l l y  been b l e s s e d .  I f i n d  t h a t  my e y e s  are beg inn ing  t o  
see and my ears t o  h e a r .  I must s a y  t h a t  The PLAIN TRUTH and t h e  
b o o k l e t s  y o u ' v e  s e n t  have been i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h i s .  I now f e e l  a 
hunger  which I c a n ' t  seem t o  s a t i s f y .  I t  i s  a hunger f o r  more 
knowledge of  my F a t h e r ' s  w i s h e s ,  and how I might  f i n d  f a v o r  i n  H i s  
s i g h t .  

I would r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f  you c o u l d  g e t  t h e  b o o k l e t  I have 
r e q u e s t e d  o f f  t o  m e  q u i c k l y  s i n c e  my hunger i s  growing b i g g e r .  God 
b l e s s  you and a l l  H i s  c h i l d r e n .  

C u r t i s  Beard (Rosharon, T X )  

Thank you so v e r y  much f o r  a l l  your  v a l u a b l e  l i t e r a t u r e !  T r u l y ,  
r e a d i n g  The PLAIN TRUTH magazine and o t h e r  b o o k l e t s  p r o v i d e s  answers  
t o  many q u e s t i o n s  i n  my mind, and g i v e s  m e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  so many 
o t h e r w i s e  s t r a n g e ,  u n e x p l i c a b l e  t h i n g s  happening i n  t h e  world today .  

M r .  Armstrong, I a m  a service member o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Army i n  
Europe. My husband and I are b o t h  s t a t i o n e d  h e r e  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Republ ic  o f  Germany. I n  Germany w e  f e e l  so much c l o s e r  t o  world 
problems.  
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Rece iv ing  your  l i t e r a t u r e  once  o r  t w i c e  a month means so much. I t  
p r o v i d e s  t h e  whole p i c t u r e  and more! I t  n o t  on ly  t e l l s  what i s  
happening,  b u t  g ives  t h e  o n l y  v a l i d  c a u s e s  and e x p l a n a t i o n s - - t h o s e  
found i n  t h e  B ib le !  

Thank you a g a i n ,  M r .  Armstrong,  f o r  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  of knowledge 
which your  l i t e r a t u r e  p r o v i d e s !  

M r s .  Edna Overkamp ( A . P . O . ,  N Y )  

I t h i n k  t h e  Work you are do ing  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  t r u e  Word t o  t h o s e  i n  
t h e  wor ld  who want t o  h e a r  and l e a r n  i s  v e r y  commendable. I c a n ' t  
t hank  God enough f o r  you and t h e  material  t h a t  I receive. I t  h a s  
e n l i g h t e n e d  m e  so much. I c a n ' t  p u t  it down when I s t a r t  reading- -  
i t ' s  s p e l l b i n d i n g !  

M r s .  E s t h e r  S h i e l d s  ( B a l t i m o r e ,  MD) 

Thank you so much f o r  your  Godly encouragement  t h r o u g h  your  maga- 
z i n e s  and B i b l e  l e s s o n s .  I d o n ' t  know of  anyone who t e a c h e s  God's 
t r u t h  a s  you p e o p l e  do .  Without  your  l i t e r a t u r e  and B i b l e  s t u d i e s ,  
I c o u l d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  Holy S c r i p t u r e s .  God b l e s s  you a l l .  

R u s s e l l  L.  Hudson ( N i l e s ,  M I )  

I want you t o  know t h a t  I c a n ' t  w a i t  f o r  t h e  b o o k l e t s  t h a t  I send 
for .  When I r e c e i v e  them, I s i t  r i g h t  down (no matter what I ' m  
d o i n g )  and r e a d  them from c o v e r  t o  cover. The o n l y  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  
I have when I ' v e  f i n i s h e d  r e a d i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  enough of  it. 
But I s u r e  a m  i n s p i r e d  by e v e r y t h i n g  you w r i t e .  

Your books and magazines  have he lped  m e  more t h a n  I c a n  say .  I have 
passed  them a l o n g  t o  my f a m i l y  and I know t h a t  t h e y  have he lped  them 
also.  

M r s .  Madel ine Hood ( L i v i n g s t o n  Manor, N Y )  

I would l i k e  t o  send a s p e c i a l  word of  t h a n k s  and many compliments  
i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  t remendous work you are  doing!  I f i n d  your  l i t e r a -  
t u r e  e x c e l l e n t  and m o s t  i n f o r m a t i v e  i n  l i g h t  of  world e v e n t s .  I t  i s  
a lways  a p l e a s u r e  f o r  m e  t o  s i t  down and read any o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  by 
you and your  s t a f f .  

Abuu B a a t i n  (Jamaica, N Y )  

Your l i t e r a t u r e  h a s  opened my e y e s  t o  a l o t  o f  t r u t h s .  Nowhere e l se  
c a n  I f i n d  p r i n t e d  material  a s  i n f o r m a t i v e  a s  y o u r s .  And i f  I c o u l d  
f i n d  i t ,  I ' m  s u r e  I ' d  pay a good-s ized  p r i c e  f o r  it. 

I ' m  so g l a d  you are  o f f e r i n g  your material  a c c o r d i n g  t o  what t h e  
B i b l e  s a y s .  T h e r e f o r e  anyone ,  r i c h  or p o o r ,  may receive i t - -you  
r e q u e s t  no money. I f  I had $100 t o  s p a r e  r i g h t  now, I ' m  s u r e  I ' d  
want t o  send it a l o n g  w i t h  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  even though you asked  f o r  
n o t h i n g .  I want t o  t h a n k  you f o r  s end ing  a l l  your  materials.  May 
God r i c h l y  b l e s s  you. 

M r s .  R ichard  C .  Smi th  (Roxboro, N C )  

--JOE TKACH, M I N I S T E R I A L  SERVICES 
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FEDERAL COURT D E C I S I O N  HELPS CHURCH CHILDREN 

Corpora t e  Counsel  f o r  t h e  Church, Ralph K .  Helge,  r e p o r t s  t h a t  a F e d e r a l  
judge  i n  Amarillo, Texas, h a s  j u s t  d e c l a r e d  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a School  
Board p o l i c y  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  o p p r e s s i o n  of  Church c h i l d r e n  f o r  t a k i n g  
o f f  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  Feast  of  T a b e r n a c l e s  and o t h e r  Holy Days. 

I n  the case which Church C o r p o r a t e  Counsel  caused  t o  be f i l e d  and a l s o  
s e r v e d  as  co-counse l ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  judge  has  come down hard  on t h e  Amarillo, 
Texas Independent  School  D i s t r i c t  f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  l e t  Worldwide Church of  
God c h i l d r e n  o f f  from schoo l  t o  go  t o  t h e  F e a s t .  The School  Board had 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a p o l i c y  of a l l o w i n g  a maximum o f  t w o  excused a b s e n s e s  p e r  
s choo l  y e a r  f o r  Church c h i l d r e n  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  r e a s o n s .  The c h i l d r e n  w e r e  
g i v e n  zeros f o r  e v e r y  unexcused day  t h e y  w e r e  a b s e n t ,  w e r e  d e n i e d  makeup 
work and t h e  r i g h t  t o  make up missed  tests.  Many received f a i l i n g  g r a d e s  
f o r  t h e  g r a d i n g  p e r i o d  and t h e i r  o v e r a l l  g r a d e s  w e r e  lowered f o r  t h e  whole 
y e a r .  

I n  r u l i n g  i n  favor of t h e  Church and a g a i n s t  t h e  School  Board, t h e  c o u r t :  

(1) Declared the  School  Board's excused  absence  p o l i c y  t o  be uncon- 
s t i t u t i o n a l  and i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  t h e  f r e e  exercise of r e l i g i o n  r i g h t s  of 
t h e  c h i l d r e n  under  t h e  F i r s t  and F o u r t e e n t h  Amend-ments t o  t h e  Un i t ed  States  
C o n s t i  t J t i o n .  

(2) Ente red  an  i n j u n c t i o n  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  School  Board from e n f o r c i n g  
i t s  un lawfu l  p o l i c y .  

( 3 )  Ordered t h e  School  Board t o  go back and p r o v i d e  makeup work t o  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  f o r  a l l  tests and schoo l  work which w a s  missed d u r i n g  t h e  
F e a s t  and Holy Days l a s t  f a l l ,  and t o  r a i se  t h e i r  f a l l  grades a c c o r d i n g l y .  

( 4 )  Ordered t h e  School  Board t o  pay t h e  a t t o r n e y s '  fees of t h e  
Church ' s  a t t o r n e y s  and o t h e r  costs of t h e  s u i t .  

Need les s  t o  s a y ,  w e  are ex t r eme ly  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h i s  f a v o r a b l e  r e s u l t  and 
a re  h o p e f u l  t h a t  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  w i l l  be a p r e c e d e n t  f o r  c o r r e c t i n g  o r  p re -  
v e n t i n g  s i m i l a r  problems i n  o t h e r  scattered s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a c r o s s  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  

WOFtLDWIDE NEWS CIRCULATION POLICY CHANGE 

The Worldwide N e w s  i s  s e n t  f r e e  of  c h a r g e  t o  a l l  c u r r e n t  member heads  of 
household .  Newly b a p t i z e d  members are added t o  o u r  l i s t s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y .  
The Worldwide N e w s  w i l l  no l o n g e r  be s e n t  t o  co-workers o r  t o  o t h e r  non- 
members who have asked  t o  be added t o  t h e  WN m a i l i n g  l i s t .  T h i s  c i r c u l a -  
t i o n  p o l i c y  i s  e f f e c t i v e  beg inn ing  w i t h  the A p r i l  6, 1981  Worldwide N e w s  
a t  M r .  Armst rong ' s  request.  

Church p a s t o r s  a re  r e q u e s t e d , t h e r e f o r e , t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  f u r n i s h i n g  t h e i r  
church  l i b r a r i e s  w i t h  c o p i e s  of  t h e  WN f o r  g e n e r a l  consumption.  A l s o ,  
p r o s p e c t i v e  members shou ld  n o t  be encouraged t o  s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  p a p e r .  
They w i l l  be a u t o m a t i c a l l y  added t o  WN m a i l i n g  l i s t s  upon o u r  n o t i f i c a t i o n  
of t h e i r  bapt i sm.  The Good N e w s  magazine,  however, w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be  
made a v a i l a b l e  t o  co-workers and p r o s p e c t i v e  members. 

--Dexter Fau lkne r  
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ON THE WORLD SCENE 

POLAND: BACK FROM THE BRINK--WHY D I D  BREZHNEV B L I N K ?  A t  t h e  Czechoslovak 
Communist P a r t y  mee t ing  y e s t e r d a y  i n  Prague ,  S o v i e t  P r e s i d e n t  Brezhnev 
t o s s e d  Poland a n  o l i v e  b ranch .  I n  a c o n c i l i a t o r y  speech ,  Brezhnev gave  
P o l a n d ' s  be l eague red  Communist p a r t y  what some ca l led  a "second chance"  
t o  s o l v e  t h a t  n a t i o n ' s  i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s ,  w i t h o u t  o f f e r i n g  " f r a -  
t e r n a l  h e l p "  f r o m  t h e  W a r s a w  P a c t  armies. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  h i g h  l e v e l  
"Soyuz 81" w a r  games maneuvers conducted around Poland ' s b o r d e r s  have 
ended . 
Is t h i s  j u s t  a l u l l  b e f o r e  t h e  s to rm?  A m i n o r i t y  of o b s e r v e r s  t h i n k  so.  
They b e l i e v e  t h a t  Moscow has a l r e a d y  s e c r e t l y  g i v e n  up on t h e  P o l i s h  
p a r t y :  t h a t  a mass ive  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  man i n v a s i o n  w i l l  soon sweep across P o l i s h  
t e r r i t o r y ,  e n f o r c i n g  worker  d i s c i p l i n e .  Could b e ,  b u t  m o s t  o b s e r v e r s  
fee l  t h a t  t h e  Sovie ts  have a g a i n  t r u t h f u l l y  d i s p l a y e d  t h e i r  ex t reme r e l u c -  
t a n c e  t o  move i n .  They f u l l y  r e a l i z e  j u s t  how c o s t l y  a n  i n v a s i o n  would be .  --- 

The P o l i s h  cr is is  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a n  unusua l  d i s p l a y  of harmony on  t h e  
p a r t  of Washington and i t s  Western European a l l i e s .  For h i s  p a r t ,  P r e s i -  
d e n t  Reagan, from h i s  h o s p i t a l  bed, d i s p a t c h e d  a toughly-worded n o t e  t o  
Brezhnev, making i t  a b u n d a n t l y  c lear  t o  Moscow t h a t  Soviet  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  
i n  Poland would t r i g g e r  mass ive  Western r e p r i s a l s ,  amounting t o  t h e  
t o u g h e s c  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and d i p l o m a t i c  coun te rmeasu res  a g a i n t  t h e  
Kremlin s i n c e  World War 11. The S o v i e t s  would be f a c e d  w i t h  a f u l l  a r r a y  
of s a n c t i o n s  "across t h e  b o a r d ,  s h o r t  o f  w a r , "  r e p o r t s  o u r  R e u t e r s  news 
w i r e .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e s e  coun te rmeasu res  are  s a i d  t o  i n c l u d e :  

--A v i r t u a l l y  t o t a l  t r a d e  b lockade  a g a i n s t  t h e  Kremlin and any of 
i t s  W a r s a w  Pact  a l l i e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s .  Major 
p r o j e c t s  such  as  a p r o j e c t e d  n a t u r a l  g a s  p i p e l i n e  from S i b e r i a  t o  
Western Europe would p r o b a b l y  be h a l t e d .  

--A s u s p e n s i o n  of a r m s  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  a f r e e z e  on almost a l l  E a s t -  
West p o l i t i c a l  and o t h e r  c o n t a c t s ,  abandonment of t h e  European 
S e c u r i t y  Conference  i n  Madrid and a c o n c e r t e d  campaign t o  i s o l a t e  
Moscow i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .  

- -Ser ious  new e f f o r t s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  NATO d e f e n s e s  i n  Europe and 
Western s e c u r i t y  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  Gulf and t h e  Middle E a s t .  

--The h a l t i n g  of U . S .  f i n a n c i a l  and food a i d  for Poland ,  l e a v i n g  
t h e  a l r e a d y  ha rd -p res sed  S o v i e t  Union t o  g r a p p l e  w i t h  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  
s t e a d i l y  deepen ing  economic crisis.  

--The p o s s i b i l i t y  of  U.S. arms sales  t o  China.  T h i s  would be a 
major  development  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t i n g  MOSCOW'S s e c u r i t y  and t h e  g lob -  
a l  b a l a n c e  of power. 

Moscow knows t h a t  a n  i n v a s i o n  would p robab ly  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  comple t e  
c o l l a p s e  of t h e  P o l i s h  economy, a l r e a d y  t e e t e r i n g  on t h e  b r i n k .  The 
Poles  would simply s t o p  working.  "They c a n ' t  p u t  a s o l d i e r  w i t h  a gun 
behind e v e r y  P o l i s h  w o r k e r , "  remarked a Western d i p l o m a t .  "There a re  too 
many Poles--35 m i l l i o n  of  them." 

The Soviets  are a l so  concerned  t h a t  P o l i s h  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  a Red Army move 
c o u l d  t r i g g e r  c i v i l  d i s t u r b a n c e s  i n  t h e  Soviet  r e p u b l i c s  of L i t h u a n i a  and 
t h e  Ukra ine ,  b o t h  o f  which have h i s t o r i c  t i e s  t o  Poland .  
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Thus, Moscow i s  confronted  wi th  one of i t s  most s e r i o u s  and confusing 
dilemmas eve r .  Poland r e p r e s e n t s  a g r o s s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  Communist t e r m s  
--a s i t u a t i o n  i n  which t h e  "government of t h e  workers" ( t h e  communist 
P o l i s h  United Workers' P a r t y )  i s  being cha l lenged  by 1 0  m i l l i o n s  of t h e  
c o u n t r y ' s  workers ( S o l i d a r i t y ) .  Even more absurd i n  MOSCOW'S eyes  i s  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  one-third of t h e  Communist p a r t y  members a r e  a l s o  members of 
S o l i d a r i t y .  

Some Western d ip lomats  i n  M o s c o w  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  missed t h e i r  b e s t  
chance months ago to  g e t  t h e  upper hand i n  Poland. The reform movement 
has s i n c e  swept by them and now enjoys  widespread suppor t  among Poland ' s  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  workers,  farmers and church l e a d e r s .  I n t e l l e c -  
t u a l  d i s s i d e n t s  such as  t h o s e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Committee f o r  Social  Self-  
Defense (KOR) denounce Marxis t  ideology i n  pub l i c .  Moscow i s  f r u s t r a t e d  
because it has dec reas ing  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  which t o  communicate i t s  
message t o  t h e  P o l i s h  people  s i n c e  t h e  P o l i s h  communist p a r t y  has  l o s t  
a lmost  complete c o n t r o l  over  Po land ' s  newspapers. 

Po land ' s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  f a r  d i f f e r e n t  from what Moscow confronted i n  Czecho- 
s lovak ia  d u r i n g  t h e  "Prague Spring" of 1 9 6 8 .  The Czech reform movement 
(which c a l l e d  f o r  "communism wi th  a human f a c e " )  was l e d  by a reform- 
minded Communist p a r t y .  The Czech people  followed t h e i r  new l e a d e r s ,  
i n t o x i c a t e d  by t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  l i b e r a l i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e .  Then, 
suddenly,  Moscow slammed t h e  door s h u t .  

I n  Poland, a lmost  t h e  r e v e r s e  i s  t r u e .  The reform movement t h e r e  i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  " g r a s s  r o o t s "  i n  n a t u r e ,  w i th  t h e  P o l i s h  people themselves 
p u t t i n g  t h e  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  r e l u c t a n t  p a r t y  and government, f o r c i n g  one 
concession a f t e r  ano the r .  Poland ' s  communist p a r t y  r e t a i n s  t h e  power-- 
bu t  has  l o s t  a u t h o r i t y  ove r  t h e  people t o  S o l i d a r i t y .  

Meanwhile, what i n f l u e n c e  does t h e  P o l i s h  pope, John Paul  11, have over  
even t s  i n  h i s  homeland? L i t t l e  has  been r evea led  d i r e c t l y .  However, it 
is  now be l ieved  t h a t  t h e  Sov ie t  Union came ve ry  close t o  in t e rven ing  i n  
Poland l a s t  December. According t o  one r e p o r t ,  M r .  Brezhnev c a s t  t h e  
dec id ing  vo te  i n  a 7-6 P o l i t b u r o  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  send i n  t h e  t roops .  
Newsweek magazine, i n  i t s  January 5 ,  1 9 8 1  i s s u e  specula ted  t h a t  t h e r e  
may have been another  reason  f o r  t h e  Kremlin 's  c a u t i o n  du r ing  t h e  ear l ie r  
December crisis. I t  s a i d ,  i n  i t s  "Periscope" column of t h a t  d a t e :  

"Pope John Paul  has  q u i e t l y  passed word t h a t  he would f l y  t o  Poland t o  
be wi th  h i s  countrymen i f  t h e  Soviets invade. H e  d i s c l o s e d  t h i s  i n  o f f -  
the-record audiences  wi th  a t  l e a s t  two r e c e n t  v i s i t o r s ,  bo th  of whom came 
away w i t h  t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  pope has  made h i s  i n t e n t i o n s  known t o  
t h e  S o v i e t s .  One of t h e  v i s i t o r s ,  a French d ip lomat ,  t h i n k s  t h e  prospec t  
of John P a u l ' s  p resence  could  he lp  account  f o r  t h e  Kremlin 's  c a u t i o n  i n  
t h e  P o l i s h  s i t u a t i o n  so f a r . "  

A Vat ican spokesman was quick t o  deny t h a t  t h e  Pope had ever  voiced such 
an i n t e n t i o n .  

Vat ican p r e s s u r e  o r  n o t ,  t h e  men i n  Moscow a r e  undoubtedly t h i n k i n g  long 
and hard about  t h e  expected c o s t s  of  d i r e c t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  
of t h e i r  s o c i a l i s t  a l l y .  Another i n d i c a t i o n  of why they  may n o t  move 
a t  t h i s  t i m e  w a s  g iven  t h i s  morning: I n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  r e v e a l  t h a t  
Moscow has  had t o  beef up i t s  f o r c e s  i n  Afghanis tan t o  t h e  tune  of another  
2 5 , 0 0 0  t o  3 0 , 0 0 0  men. 

--Gene H .  Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 


