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JUST WHAT I S THE "WORK"? 

And What Was i t ,  and H o w  O r g a n i z e d ,  
i n  1933, and from A . D .  31-70? 

---- - 

H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong 

The Work o f  God, and  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and government  of  t h e  Church of 
G o d ,  underwent  r a d i c a l  changes  from 31-70 A . D .  t o  1933, and a l s o  f r o m  1933 
t o  t h e  p r e s e n t .  

W e  need now t o  s t o p  and g e t  o u r  p e r s p e c t i v e .  W a s  i t  a s  it shou ld  
have  been i n  1933? I s  it TODAY? 

R a d i c a l  and  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s  have o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  wor ld  d u r i n g  
t h e s e  i n t e r v a l s .  Y e t  t h e  same Church o f  God h a s  c o n t i n u e d - - n o t ,  i n  t h e  
y e a r s  1927-33, a s  i t  s h o u l d  have been .  Y e t  it w a s  t h e  o n l y  body of be- 
l i e v e r s  on  e a r t h  t h a t  had t h e  t r u e  name, t h e  "commandments of God and  t h e  
f a i t h  o f  J e s u s . "  

WHY The Church? - - I t s  PURPOSE 

The PURPOSE f o r  which C h r i s t  b u i l t  t h e  Church e x e m p l i f i e s  i t s  WORK-- 
i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  And C h r i s t ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  New Tes t amen t ,  g i v e s  u s  t h e  
p a t t e r n  by which  i t ,  a s  a SPIRITUAL ORGANISM ( n o t  a human o r  w o r l d l y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n )  s h o u l d  be o r g a n i z e d  t o  c a r r y  on i t s  WORK. 

f o r  a w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  wor ld  t h e  coming Kingdom of  God ( t h e  t r u e  G o s p e l ) .  
T o  p r e p a r e  t h e  way f o r  C h r i s t ' s  coming. 

The PURPOSE, l i k e  most  t h i n g s  i n  God ' s  PLAN,  i s  d u a l :  1) t o  ANNOUNCE 

2) T o  p r e p a r e  t h e  p e o p l e  whom God a d d s  t o  t h e  Church t o  become t h e  
B r i d e  o f  C h r i s t .  T o  " f e e d  t h e  f l o c k "  on  s p i r i t u a l  f o o d .  The Church must  
overcome S a t a n ,  grow i n  g r a c e  and s p i r i t u a l  c h a r a c t e r  and s p i r i t u a l  knowl- 
edge  t o  become i m m o r t a l ,  d i v i n e  GOD-PERSONS--ruling unde r  C h r i s t  a s  k i n g s  
and p r i e s t s  s p i r i t u a l l y .  

The CHURCH s h a l l  be b u i l t  t o  be  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  TEMPLE t o  which C h r i s t  
s h a l l  come ( M a l .  3:l). Y e t  t h i s  Malachi  prophecy  i s  s p e a k i n g  p r i m a r i l y  
of  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  C h r i s t ' s  second coming, a s  v e r s e s  2-5 c l e a r l y  show. 

John  t h e  B a p t i s t ' s  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  way b e f o r e  J e s u s '  f i r s t , h u m a n  coming 
w a s  t h e r e f o r e  a TYPE fo re shadowing  one  i n  t h e  same power and s p i r i t  p r e -  
p a r i n g  t h e  way f o r  H i s  coming as K I N G  o f  k i n g s  and LORD of  l o r d s  t o  RULE 
ALL NATIONS. John  t h e  B a p t i s t  p u t  emphas i s  on t h e  LAW (or  way) of God, 
and c a l l i n g  t o  REPENTANCE. S o  t h e  A p o s t l e  l e a d i n g  t o d a y ' s  Church must  
e x p l a i n  wor ld  e v i l s  c a u s e d  by t r a n s g r e s s i n g  God 's  L a w  of  " G I V E "  ( o u t f l o w -  
i n g  LOVE) by l i v i n g  t h e  way of "GET"--cal l ing t o  r e p e n t a n c e  and announcing  
t h e  World Tomorrow unde r  t h e  GOVERNMENT O F  GOD,  by t h e  KINGDOM OF GOD. 
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What W a s  "The WORK" and How 
Organized  31-70 A.D.? 

I n  t h o s e  e a r l y  a p o s t o l i c  d a y s ,  b e g i n n i n g  3 1  A . D . ,  t h e  Gospel  w a s  p ro -  
c l a i m e d  t o  t h e  wor ld  s o l e l y  by t h e  a p o s t l e s  and e v a n g e l i s t s - - n o  r a d i o ,  TV,  
p r i n t  o r  such  modern f a c i l i t i e s  a s  w e  have t o d a y .  Those p r o c l a i m i n g  i t  
went f o r t h  by f o o t ,  donkey o r  h o r s e ,  rowboat  o r  s a i l b o a t .  N o  means of 
communication e x i s t e d  e x c e p t  h a n d w r i t t e n  l e t t e r s  c a r r i e d  a f o o t  or by s l o w  
b o a t .  

How o r g a n i z e d ?  How " f e e d  t h e  f l o c k ? "  The form o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  
o u t l i n e d  i n  I C o r i n t h i a n s  1 2  and E p h e s i a n s  4 p r i m a r i l y .  GOD,  n o t  man or  
t h e  w o r l d ,  s e t  t h e  p a t t e r n  of Church o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  government ,  and  o p e r a -  
t i o n  of i t s  WORK--first a p o s t l e s ,  t h e n  e v a n g e l i s t s ,  p a s t o r s ,  e l d e r s .  Some 
of t h e s e  w e r e  p r e a c h i n g ,  o t h e r s  non-preaching  e l d e r s ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  dea-  
c o n s  and d e a c o n e s s e s  h e l p i n g  w i t h  t h e  more p h y s i c a l  ma t t e r s .  Only f i v e  
p r o p h e t s  are  ment ioned  i n  the  N e w  Tes t amen t  and none of these c o n t r i b u t e d  
t o  Church d o c t r i n e ,  b e l i e f s  o r  t e a c h i n g - - o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  e x e c u t i v e  
f u n c t i o n s .  But Old Tes tament  p r o p h e t s '  w r i t i n g s  w e r e  a s o u r c e  of  Church 
d o c t r i n e s  and  t e a c h i n g s .  

Beginning  31  A . D .  C h r i s t  was HEAD of t h e  Church,  P e t e r  w a s  c h i e f  
a p o s t l e .  A f t e r  some y e a r s  Pe te r  and m o s t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t w e l v e  s e e m  t o  
d i s a p p e a r  f rom v i e w .  J e s u s  a p p a r e n t l y  had s e n t  them t o  " t h e  l o s t  s h e e p  
o f  t h e  House of I s r ae l , "  t h e n  i n  Western Europe  and B r i t a i n  ( M a t t .  1 0 : 6 ;  
1 5 : 2 4 ) .  They w e r e  ' ' l o s t "  i n  i d e n t i t y  and s p i r i t u a l l y .  They had l o s t  
t h e i r  H e b r e w  l anguage .  

A f t e r  s o m e  y e a r s  o f  Church e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e  A p o s t l e  P a u l  seems t o  be 
t h e  c h i e f  a p o s t l e  i n  t h e  Middle  E a s t  and R o m e .  H e  w a s  i n  a u t h o r i t y  
(I1 C o r .  11:28:  I C o r .  5 :3-5;  I C o r .  4 : 2 0 - 2 1 ) .  

- 

The WORK w a s  n o t  complex t h e n  a s  t o d a y .  The Gospel  t r a v e l l e d  s l o w l y .  
The re  w e r e  no  modern o r  mechan ica l  f a c i l i t i e s .  P a u l  and o t h e r s  o f t e n  
spoke  t o  s m a l l  g r o u p s  ( A c t s  16 :12-13) .  

But a b o u t  5 3  A.D.  t h e  Gospel  o f  t h e  Kingdom of God w a s  b e i n g  SUP- 
PRESSED, s u p p l a n t e d  by a n o t h e r  which w a s  n o t  t h e  t r u e  Gospel  ( G a l .  1 : 6 - 7 ) .  - 

By 7 0  A . D . ,  when J e r u s a l e m  w a s  o v e r r u n  by  t h e  Roman armies,  t h e  
p r o c l a i m i n g  of  t h e  t r u e  Gospel  t o  t h e  wor ld  had v i r t u a l l y  o r  c o m p l e t e l y  
c e a s e d .  The name of C h r i s t  w a s  p r e a c h e d ,  and even g r a c e - - b u t  g r a c e  
t u r n e d  t o  l i c e n s e  t o  d i s o b e y  ( J u d e  4). They t o o k  t h e  NAME of C h r i s t ,  
c a l l i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  " C h r i s t i a n s " - - p r o c l a i m e d  J e s u s  w a s  CHRIST, y e t  
DECEIVED t h e  wor ld  ( M a t t .  24:5)  as J e s u s  p r o p h e s i e d .  But t h e  KINGDOM 
OF GOD w a s  n o t  p r o c l a i m e d .  The "Law w a s  done away." F o r  1 0 0  t i m e  
c y c l e s  t h e  Gospel  C h r i s t  p r o c l a i m e d  w a s  SUPPRESSED: The t r u e  Church 
c o n t i n u e d ,  p e r s e c u t e d ,  o f t e n  o r  m o s t l y  mee t ing  s e c r e t l y .  

The "Work"--and How Church 
Organized--1927-33 

I came t o  know of t h e  t r u e  Church of God, f a l l  of 1 9 2 6 ,  and a s  i t  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  a b o u t  1 9 4 0 .  H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  1 9 2 6  w e r e  a t  S t a n b e r r y ,  
M i s s o u r i .  A f t e r  my o r i g i n a l  s i x  months i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  and r e s e a r c h  
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i n t o  e v o l u t i o n  a s  a b a s i c  a p p r o a c h  t o  a l l  knowledge ,  a n d  o f  t h e  B i b l e  
which  t o  m e  p r o v e d  t o  be t h a t  a p p r o a c h  a n d  G o d ' s  r e v e a l e d  knowledge ,  I 
wondered ,  "Where i s  t h e  t r u e  Church?"  They w e r e  so  i m p o t e n t  s p i r i t u a l l y  
( R e v .  3 : 1 ) ,  and  e v e n  i n  B i b l i c a l  knowledge ,  y e t  what  t h e y  d i d  have w a s  

more B i b l i c a l  TRUTH t h a n  a n y  c h u r c h  my r e s e a r c h e s  revea led .  They had  " t h e  
Commandments of God a n d  t h e  Tes t imony  o f  J e s u s , "  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  name--and 
n o  o t h e r  c h u r c h  had .  Bu t  t h e y  w e r e  so small--so p i t i f u l l y  weak.  They 
w e r e  n o t  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h e  G o s p e l  o f  t h e  Kingdom o f  God, b u t  " t h e  t h i r d  
a n g e l ' s  Message. ' '  

But  o f  w h a t  d i d  t h e i r  "Work" c o n s i s t ,  a n d  how o r g a n i z e d ?  They w e r e  
o r g a n i z e d  o n  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  ( d e m o c r a t i c )  gove rnmen t  a s  a ' 'B iannual  
G e n e r a l  C o n f e r e n c e . "  T o  t h e  best  o f  my knowledge  t h e y  had less t h a n  a 
t h o u s a n d  m e m b e r s  -and a n  u n e d u c a t e d  m i n i s t r y - - t h a t  i s ,  n o t  c o l l e g e - e d u c a t -  
e d .  The e d i t o r  o f  t h e i r  c h u r c h  o r g a n ,  "The B i b l e  Advocate," seemed t h e i r  
leader.  F i v e  m e m b e r s  c o u l d  fo rm a l o c a l  c h u r c h ,  and  e a c h  c h u r c h  had  o n e  
vote .  T h e i r  m i n i s t e r s ,  who knew t h e  B i b l e  w e l l  so f a r  as  t h e i r  l i m i t e d  
d o c t r i n e s  e x t e n d e d ,  wen t  o u t  h o l d i n g  m e e t i n g s  i n  members '  homes, i n  t i n y  
t e n t s  and  s u c h  means.  I i n q u i r e d  of o l d e r  members,  b u t  none  knew of a 
s i n g l e  c o n v e r s i o n  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  p r e a c h i n g  o f  a n y  m i n i s t e r .  

I n  1 9 3 1  t h e  Oregon m e m b e r s  s p l i t .  The h a l f  my w i f e  a n d  I had  
f e l l o w s h i p p e d  w i t h  ( n e v e r  j o i n i n g )  formed a new c h u r c h  c o r p o r a t i o n  a s  
"The Oregon C o n f e r e n c e  of t h e  Church  of God." I w a s  o r d a i n e d  by t h i s  
"Oregon C o n f e r e n c e . "  I p r e a c h e d  f o r  t h e m  f r o m  o r d i n a t i o n ,  J u n e  1 9 3 1  
t h r o u g h  November, 1 9 3 1 ,  t h e n  a g a i n  f r o m  F e b r u a r y  1933  t o  Augus t  1 9 3 3 .  

The " P h i l a d e l p h i a  E r a "  Born 

I n  J u l y ,  1 9 3 3 ,  I s t a r t e d  a s i x - n i g h t s - a - w e e k  ser ies  of m e e t i n g s  f o r  
s i x  weeks i n  a 3 6 - s e a t  c o u n t r y  s c h o o l  house - - the  J e a n s  s c h o o l - - e i g h t  m i l e s  
w e s t  o f  Eugene ,  Oregon.  R e s u l t :  11 new b a p t i z e d  m e m b e r s  p l u s  e i g h t  o f  u s  
a l r e a d y  b a p t i z e d - - t o t a l :  1 9 .  I t  w a s  j u s t  over 1 0 0  1 9 - y e a r  t i m e  c y c l e s  
a f t e r  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  Church  w a s  founded  by J e s u s  C h r i s t .  I had  b e e n  
o r d a i n e d  precisely,  t o  t h e  month,  1 0 0  t i m e  c y c l e s  a f t e r  t h e  f irst  apost les  
w e r e  o r d a i n e d ,  J u n e ,  1931 .  

On f o r m i n g  of t h e  new l i t t l e  p a r e n t  Church ,  I ceased w o r k i n g  u n d e r  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  Oregon C o n f e r e n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  I c o n t i n u e d  v o l u n t a r i l y  
as  t h e i r  p a s t o r .  
wh ich  C h r i s t ,  t h e  HEAD of t h e  Church ,  w a s  c o n d u c t i n g  s o l e l y  by  m e ,  known 
b e g i n n i n g  1934 a s  t h e  Radio Church  o f  God. I t  became t h e  Worldwide Church  
of G o d  i n  1968.  

The Worldwide Church  o f  G o d  was a newborn f l e d g l i n g ,  

What I S t h e  Work, a n d  How 
O r q a n i z e d  TODAY? 

A s  s ta ted a b o v e ,  t h e  WORK of p r o c l a i m i n g  t h e  Gospe l  J e s u s  b r o u g h t  
f rom GOD w a s  s u p p r e s s e d  b e g i n n i n g  a b o u t  A . D .  5 3 ,  and n o t  p r o c l a i m e d  t o  
t h e  w o r l d  a f t e r  7 0  A . D . ,  f o r  1 0 0  t i m e  c y c l e s .  

I n  o u r  d a y ,  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  c h u r c h e s  of " C h r i s t i a n i t y "  p r o -  
c la im m e r e l y  t h e i r  message  a b o u t  J e s u s .  They p r o c l a i m  t h a t  J e s u s  w a s  
t h e  C h r i s t .  But  t h e y  s a y  " t h e  L a w  of GOD i s  done  away , "  and  t h e r e -  
fo re  p r e a c h  no  r e a l  r e p e n t a n c e .  The "Kingdom" h a s  become " t h e  C h u r c h , "  
o r  s o m e  e t h e r e a l  n o t h i n g n e s s  " s e t  u p  i n  m e n ' s  h e a r t s . "  The G o s p e l  
of  t h e  K I N G D O M  O F  GOD w a s  n o t  p r e a c h e d .  I t  w a s  n o t  p r o c l a i m e d  by 
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t h e  7th-Day A d v e n t i s t s ,  o n e  o f  whose c a r d i n a l  d o c t r i n e s  w a s  t h e  " I n v e s t i -  
g a t i v e  Judgment"  wh ich  had t h e  r e s u r r e c t e d  s a i n t s  a t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  w i t h  
C h r i s t  I N  HEAVEN. The Church  of God, S e v e n t h  Day, of S t a n b e r r y ,  M O . ,  
p r o c l a i m e d  a " T h i r d  A n g e l ' s  Message ."  The t r u e  GOSPEL had  n o t  b e e n  pro- 
c l a i m e d  t o  t h e  world f o r  1900 yea r s ! - -100  t i m e  c y c l e s !  

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  m i s u n d e r s t a n d .  " T i m e  c y c l e s "  are d e f i n i t e l y  NOT a 
Church  d o c t r i n e .  But  t h e  s u n ,  e a r t h ,  and  moon do come i n t o  a l m o s t  e x a c t  
c o n j u n c t i o n  o n c e  e v e r y  1 9  y e a r s .  God u s e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n  of t h e  s u n  and  
moon t o  t h e  e a r t h  a s  HIS means o f  m a r k i n g  o f f  p o i n t s  i n  TIME.  We do n o t  
make a " d o c t r i n e "  o u t  of a ' 'day" measu red  by t h e  s u n s e t s ,  t h e  month 
measu red  b y  t h e  new moons a s  s e e n  from e a r t h ,  o r  by  t h e  l u n a r  y e a r ,  or 
t h e  so l a r  y e a r .  

But  a c e n t u r y  of t i m e  c y c l e s  i s  a d e f i n i t e  m e a s u r e  of T I M E .  And a 
c e n t u r y  of t i m e  c y c l e s  a f t e r  t h e  fTrst b i r t h  of t h e  Church  w a s  a TIME 
which  God D I D  USE a s  a t i m e  t o  s t a r t  a R E B I R T H  of H i s  Church ,  when o n c e  
a g a i n  j u s t  before t h e  c lose of t h e  6 , 0 0 0 - y e a r  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  "Day of 
Man," and  t h e  u s h e r i n g  i n  o f  t h e  Day of t h e  LORD, H i s  G o s p e l  of t h e  King- 
dom would be p r o c l a i m e d  w o r l d w i d e  ( M a t t .  2 4 : 1 4 ) .  

- -~ 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  w e  need  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a PRINCIPLE by which  God a l w a y s  
h a s  worked t h r o u g h  humans. H e  h a s  a l w a y s  worked t h r o u g h  0 N E M A N a t  
a t i m e .  He worked t h r o u g h  Abraham. H e  worked t h r o u g h  Moses, t h r o u g h  
J o s h u a ,  t h r o u g h  one  " j u d g e "  a t  a t i m e ,  t h r o u g h  Samue l ,  t h r o u g h  D a v i d ,  
t h r o u g h  Solomon. H e  worked t h r o u g h  P e t e r  and  when P e t e r  had  l e f t  t h e  
Midd le  E a s t ,  t h r o u g h  P a u l .  T h e s e  men had i n  g r e a t e r  o r  lesser number ,  
s t a f f  a s s i s t a n t s  u n d e r  them,  b u t  G o d ' s  WORK w a s  t h r o u g h  t h e  ONE MAN AT 
A TIME! 

THIS IS THE "WORK O F  GOD"--and n o t  a human ly -o rgan ized  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  - 
o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o n  t h e  w o r l d l y  c o r p o r a t e  t y p e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
f u n c t i o n ,  a n d  p r o c e d u r e .  

Too many have  v iewed t h e  Worldwide Church  o f  God, a n d  wha t  w e  c a l l  
t h e  WORK a s  a s e c u l a r ,  man-dev i sed  O R G A N I Z A T I O N ,  w i t h  i t s  Board  o f  
D i r e c t o r s ,  i t s  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t s ,  Depa r tmen t  Heads and  p o s i t i o n s  of AUTHOR- 
I T Y ,  some of whom h a v e  t r i e d  t o  p u l l  p o l i t i c i a l  o r  c o r p o r a t e  b u s i n e s s  
t a c t i c s  o f  r u g - j e r k i n g  t o  e leva te  --- t h e m s e l v e s ,  and  g r a b  f o r  POWER. They 
have  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  t h e  d i v i n e ,  s u p e r n a t u r a l  JESUS CHRIST--the LIVING 
C h r i s t - - i s  t h e  HEAD,  r u n n i n g  t h i s  Work HIS way, n o t  t h e  way of t h i s  
w o r l d ' s  c o r p o r a t e  e n t e r p r i s e s  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T o  them GOD i s  NOT I N  
THE PICTURE.  

W e  mus t  RESTRUCTURE t h i s  e n t i r e  WORK i n  o u r  own minds  a n d  r e a l i z e  
it i s  THE WORK O F  GOD, t h r o u g h  J e s u s  C h r i s t  who i s  ALIVE and  a c t i v e ,  a n d ,  
on  e a r t h  t h r o u g h  HIS APOSTLE, whom H E  s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d ,  p r e p a r e d ,  a n d  
c h o s e ,  and  now DIRECTS, EMPOWERS, AND USES! 

-~ 

HOW C h r i s t  S t a r t e d  T o d a v ' s  WORK 

I t  w a s  t h e  l i v i n g  CHRIST who opened  t h e  d o o r  t o  r a d i o  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  
1 9 3 3  before H i s  c h o s e n  a p o s t l e  whom H e  a l r e a d y  had s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  a n d  
p r e p a r e d .  A f t e r  a p r e l i m i n a r y  s u p e r - i n t e n s e  s t u d y  and  i n - d e p t h  r e s e a r c h  
i n t o  e v o l u t i o n  ( t h i s  w o r l d ' s  c o n c e p t  and a p p r o a c h  t o  a l l  knowledge)  a n d  
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God ' s  Word, H i s  chosen  s e r v a n t  w a s  converted--CHANGED--from c a r n a l  minded- 
n e s s  t o  S p i r i t  mindedness .  

I n  t h a t  i n t r o d u c t o r y ,  i n i t i a l  i n - d e p t h  B i b l i c a l  s t u d y ,  t h e  l i v i n g  
C h r i s t  had r e v e a l e d  t h e  BASICS t o  m e  which t h e  p r o f e s s i n g  " C h r i s t i a n "  
c h u r c h e s  d i d  n o t  p o s s e s s .  I had gone t h r o u g h  seven  y e a r s  of  d e e p  
s p i r i t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  Through m e  C h r i s t  had h e a l e d  t h e  s i c k ,  c a s t  o u t  
demons, working  s u p e r n a t u r a l  s p i r i t u a l  m i r a c l e s  b e s i d e s  open ing  my mind 
t o  H i s  S p i r i t u a l  TRUTHS, even  such  a s  no c h u r c h  on e a r t h  w a s  p r o c l a i m i n g .  
I t  w a s  a s p i r i t u a l  and knowledgeable  e x p e r i e n c e  s u c h  a s  none h a s  t o d a y .  

The l i v i n g  C h r i s t  s t a r t e d  m e  i n  t h e  s m a l l e s t  manner.  H e  a lways  
s t a r t s  t h i n g s  t h e  v e r y  smallest  t h r o u g h  humans, l i k e  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  
of t h e  g r a i n  o f  mus ta rd  s e e d .  A f r e e  15-minute  morning " d e v o t i o n a l  
p e r i o d ' '  f o r  one  week w a s  opened t o  m e  on r a d i o  KORE, Eugene. 

The f i r s t  Sunday i n  1934 t h e  f u l l  h a l f - h o u r  "World Tomorrow'' program 
w e n t  on t h e  a i r ,  t h e n  u n d e r  t h e  name, "Radio Church of God." 

F e b r u a r y  1, The P L A I N  TRUTH, Vol .  1, N o .  1, made i t s  humble b o w .  
A mimeographed " B u l l e t i n "  w a s  t h e  f l e d g l i n g  p i o n e e r  of  The GOOD NEWS. 

I c o n t i n u e d  p e r s o n a l  campaigns s p e a k i n g  i n  s c h o o l  h o u s e s ,  a t e n t  
s e a t i n g  some 4 0 0 ,  and w h a t e v e r  h a l l s  o r  a u d i t o r i u m s  I c o u l d  r e n t .  

My f i r s t  o f f i c e  w a s  a room i n  t h e  o l d  Masonic Temple i n  Eugene. I 
had engaged t h e  h a l l  f o r  m e e t i n g s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  t h r e e  n i g h t s  a week a t  
$ 1 0  p e r  month. The r o o m  which made an  o f f i c e  came w i t h  i t .  L a t e r  I 
r e n t e d  an i n s i d e  o f f i c e ,  a s k y l i g h t ,  no  o u t s i d e  windows o r  v e n t i l a -  
t i o n  o f  any k i n d , a t  $5 p e r  month. 

I c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  a s t e n o g r a p h e r  o r  s e c r e t a r y .  My w i f e  w a s  my so le  
s t a f f .  However, t h i s  w a s  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  I w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  u s e  t h e  
modern f a c i l i t i e s  of  o u r  m a t e r i a l l y  advanced c i v i l i z a t i o n .  The P L A I N  TRUTH 
had s t a r t e d  on a borrowed mimeograph. The l o c a l  A . B .  Dick C o .  mimeograph 
d e a l e r  a l l o w e d  m e  t o  u s e  h i s  mimeograph f o r  t h a t  f i r s t  250-copy e d i t i o n  
of The P L A I N  TRUTH. However, he d i d n ' t  want t h a t  t o  c o n t i n u e  e v e r y  month. 
H e  found a n  o l d  a n c e s t o r  t o  t h e  mimeograph--a hand-cranked n e o s t y l e ,  which 
he s o l d  m e  f o r  $ 1 0 .  The f i r s t  e d i t i o n  s t e n c i l s  w e r e  c u t  on a borrowzd 
t y p e w r i t e r .  I a l s o  managed t o  o b t a i n  a secondhand t y p e w r i t e r  f o r  $ 1 0  
f o r  t h e  second month. 

SO a l r e a d y  I w a s  u s i n g  modern r ad io - - though  t h e  sma l l e s t  i n  power--a 
1 0 0 - w a t t  s t a t i o n .  And now a t y p e w r i t e r  and  a mimeograph. 

But  w e  l i v e  i n  a f a r ,  f a r  d i f f e r e n t  wor ld  t h a n  t h a t  o f  A p o s t l e s  P e t e r  
and P a u l .  

The word a p o s t l e  means ' 'one s e n t  f o r t h "  w i t h  C h r i s t ' s  Gospe l  Message 
- - t h e  same Message J e s u s  b r o u g h t  from God. 

A s  s t a t e d  above ,  Pe t e r  w a s  c h i e f  a p o s t l e  and human l e a d e r  i n  t h e  
e a r l i e s t  y e a r s  of  t h e  Church.  A f t e r  P e t e r  seems t o  d r o p  from s i g h t ,  P a u l  
was i n  c h a r g e ,  on t h e  e a r t h l y , h u m a n  level  of t h e  Church.  Fo l lowing  t h i s  
B i b l i c a l  p a t t e r n  and example ,  C h r i s t ' s  a p o s t l e  i s  human l e a d e r  unde r  
C h r i s t ,  and i n  His a u t h o r i t y ,  t o d a y .  
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Why o n l y  one a p o s t l e  t o d a y ?  

W e  l i v e  t o d a y  i n  a f a r ,  f a r  d i f f e r e n t  w o r l d .  The w o r l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  
h a s  m u l t i p l i e d  many t i m e s  o v e r .  I n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  i n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r i n t i n g  p r e s s  and  t h e  t y p e w r i t e r ,  KNOWLEDGE h a s  i n c r e a s e d  a s t o u n d i n g l y  
n o t  o n l y ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  d i f f u s i o n  of knowledge. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h a t  
knowledge i s  v i r t u a l l y  1 0 0 %  m a t e r i a l i s t i c .  The wor ld  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  
d a r k n e s s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  i g n o r a n c e .  I t  h a s  lost--or r a t h e r  n e v e r  ga ined- -  
t h e  TRUE VALUES i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  

B u t  e s c a l a t i o n  of c a r n a l ,  s e l f i s h l y - m o t i v a t e d  d i f f u s i o n  of knowledge,  
t h e  a d v e n t  and s w i f t  deve lopment  of modern s c i e n c e  and t e c h n o l o g y ,  t h e  
e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  machine a g e ,  a l l  have  made t o d a y ' s  wor ld  a f a s t - m o v i n g ,  
c o m p l i c a t e d  and complex wor ld  u t t e r l y  DIFFERENT t h a n  t h e  wor ld  o f  t h e  
A p o s t l e s  Pe te r  and  P a u l .  

I n s t e a d  of  r e q u i r i n g  more apostles t o  go f o r t h  c a r r y i n g  t h e  Message,  __ 
and d i r e c t i n g  t h e  o v e r s i g h t  o f  t h e  e a r t h l y  Work, i t  r e q u i r e s  b u t  ONE! 
Today t h a t  one  c a n  speak  a message w i t h  a microphone  and  TV cameras 
b e f o r e  him, and  by e l e c t r o n i c  magic  v i a  s a t e l l i t e  be SEEN s p e a k i n g  l i v e  
by v a s t  a u d i e n c e s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  O r  he c a n  r e c o r d  a 
Message t o  b e  h e a r d  and /o r  s e e n  l a t e r  on t e l e v i s i o n  o r  r a d i o  i n  any--or 
many--par ts  o f  t h e  wor ld  by v a s t  a u d i e n c e s .  O r  he c a n  w r i t e  Messages  
on h i s  t y p e w r i t e r ,  which  a re  r e p r i n t e d  i n  newspape r s ,  m a g a z i n e s ,  or o t h e r  
means of m a s s - d u p l i c a t i o n ,  d i s t r i b u t e d  and r e a d  by t h o u s a n d s  o r  m i l l i o n s  
of p e o p l e .  

I n  P a u l ' s  day  h e  c o u l d  b e  h e a r d  by a s  many p e o p l e  a s  c o u l d  h e a r  a 
n a t u r a 1 , u n a m p l i f i e d  voice.  I t  would have t a k e n  many hundreds  of a p o s t l e s  
t o  convey t h e  Message t o  a s  many p e o p l e  t h e n  a s  it d o e s  today . -  

Today w e  have  m e c h a n i c a l ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  so t h a t  one  man 
c a n  d i r e c t  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  as many as hundreds  of a p o s t l e s  c o u l d  have  
done  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  P a u l i n e  m i n i s t r y .  

But  t o d a y ,  t h e s e  same advanced  m e c h a n i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  n e c e s s i t a t e  
c e r t a i n  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n s  and  p rocedures - - though  
b a s i c a l l y  THE PATTERN I S  THE SAME! 

A s  t h e  Church grew f o r  35 y e a r s  a t  t h e  unmatched r a t e  of 3 0 %  i n c r e a s e  
a n n u a l l y  o v e r  e a c h  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r ,  t h e  u s e  o f  modern f a c i l i t i e s - i n c r e a s e d .  
God c o n t i n u a l l y  added t h o s e  H e  c a l l e d .  Ambassador C o l l e g e  w a s  founded  i n  
1 9 4 7 ,  and l a t e r  t h e  c o l l e g e s  i n  B r i t a i n  and  Texas .  Dozens,  scores, hun- 
d r e d s  o f  God-educated m i n i s t e r s  w e r e  o r d a i n e d .  W e  became, by 1 9 6 8 ,  t h e  
Worldwide Church o f  God. 

A l l  t h i s  t i m e ,  it w a s  t h e  Work o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  t h r o u g h  H i s  chosen  
apos t le ,  c a r r y i n g  on  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  DUAL s p i r i t -  
- u a l  PURPOSES f o r  t h e  Church--1) P r o c l a i m i n g  t o  t h e  wor ld  f o r  a w i t n e s s ,  
t h e  Good N e w s  o f  t h e  coming Kingdom o f  God, and  2 )  Feed ing  t h e  f l o c k - -  
p r e p a r i n g  t h o s e  God c a l l e d  i n  r i g h t e o u s  s p i r i t u a l  c h a r a c t e r  t o  become t h e  
B r i d e  o f  C h r i s t ,  t o  s i t  w i t h  H i m  i n  H i s  t h r o n e ,  and unde r  H i m  t o  r u l e  t h e  
n a t i o n  s . 

--- 

The WORK c o n s i s t s  o f  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h e  G o s p e l ,  by r a d i o ,  by t e l e v i s i o n ,  
i n  p r i n t  (book le t s ,  books ,  The PLAIN T R U T H ,  messages  i n  a d v e r t i s i n g  s p a c e  
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i n  magazines  and  newspapers ,  t h e  B i b l e  Correspondence  C o u r s e ) .  T h i s  i s  
a s p i r i t u a l  work. B r o a d c a s t i n g ,  b o t h  r a d i o  and TV, i s  done  by t h e  a p o s t l e .  
M o s t  b o o k l e t s  and books are  w r i t t e n  by t h e  a p o s t l e .  The "Pe r sona l " - -mos t  
read, u s u a l l y  t h e  l e a d  a r t i c l e  and o f t e n  o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  are  by t h e  a p o s t l e .  
O t h e r  a r t i c l e s  are by s t a f f  w r i t e r s  t r a i n e d  i n  Ambassador C o l l e g e  a s  w e r e  
a l l  m i n i s t e r s .  The B i b l e  Correspondence  Course ,  w i t h  t h o u s a n d s  s t u d y i n g  
it, i s  a l l  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  a p o s t l e .  I n  t h i s  Gospe l -p roc la iming  area 
i s  t h e  M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r ,  where hundreds  o f  thousands- -even  m i l l i o n s  
--of l e t t e r s  a re  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  l i s t e n e r s ,  viewers and r e a d e r s .  T h i s  
c e n t e r  i n c l u d e s  o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t e r s  t r a i n e d  by t h e  a p o s t l e ,  who answer  
let ters a s k i n g  B i b l i c a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  and  s e e k i n g  s p i r i t u a l  c o u n s e l .  

I n  t h e  area o f  "Feed ing  t h e  F l o c k , "  f i r s t  i s  Ambassador C o l l e g e ,  
e d u c a t i n g  and  t r a i n i n g  men f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  and  o t h e r s  f o r  va r ious  
p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  Work. The t e a c h i n g  i s  t h a t  of C h r i s t ' s  a p o s t l e ,  who 
i s  P r e s i d e n t  and  C h a n c e l l o r  of  t h e  C o l l e g e .  

The M i n i s t r y ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  hundreds  o f  o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t e r s  t e a c h i n g ,  
as  t h e  a p o s t l e  t a u g h t  t h e m , i n  l o c a l  c h u r c h e s  wor ldwide .  

S e r v i n g  them f o r  t h e  a p o s t l e  i s  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  Depar tment .  

A l s o  unde r  t h e  a p o s t l e  and c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  i s  
t h e  F e s t i v a l  O f f i c e ,  p l a n n i n g  and  a r r a n g i n g  t h e  a n n u a l  F e a s t  o f  Taber- 
n a c l e s  a t t e n d e d  i n  many f e s t i v a l  s i t e s  a round  t h e  e n t i r e  w o r l d .  

F e e d i n g  t h e  F l o c k  i n  p r i n t  i s  The GOOD NEWS, mon th ly ,  and  t h e  World- 
wide  N e w s ,  a t a b l o i d ,  semimonthly,  b e s i d e s  t h e  P a s t o r  G e n e r a l ' s  R e p o r t ,  
weekly  t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  

( T o  be Con t inued)  

Keeping Track  of Automobile  Expenses  

I t  h a s  come t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  s e v e r a l  of t h e  m i n i s t e r s  w i t h  month ly  
expense  a l l o t m e n t s  a r e ,  on  a r e g u l a r  b a s i s ,  u s i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  a l l o t m e n t s  
f o r  a u t o m o b i l e  e x p e n s e s .  Because  w e  need t o  keep  s p e c i f i c  t r a c k  o f  f l e e t  
e x p e n s e s ,  w e  need you t o  l e t  u s  know i f  t h i s  i s  happening  t o  you so w e  c a n  
a l l o c a t e  t h e  v a r i o u s  e x p e n s e s  t o  t h e  p r o p e r  budge t .  I f  you f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  
c a t e g o r y ,  p l e a s e  send u s  a m e m o  l i s t i n g  what you spend i n  a n  a v e r a g e  month 
on a u t o m o b i l e  e x p e n s e s  and how much i s  s p e n t  on g e n e r a l  e x p e n s e s .  I t  
would be  h e l p f u l  if you can  i n c l u d e  a s h o r t  e x p l a n a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  t y p e  o f  
a u t o  expense  ( g a s  and o i l ,  r e p a i r s ,  e t c . )  . 
Casse t te  P l a y e r s  A v a i l a b l e  f o r  Sermon/Bible S t u d y  Tapes 

W e  have had s e v e r a l  r e q u e s t s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  f o r  t a p e  p l a y e r s  t o  p l a y  
sermon and  B i b l e  S t u d y  t a p e s  s e n t  from Pasadena .  W e  c u r r e n t l y  have i n  
s t o c k  a s m a l l  casset te  p l a y e r / r e c o r d e r .  I t  i s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  t h e s e  t o  be 
used  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  your  c u r r e n t  sound sys tem.  
casset te  p l a y e r s  may o r d e r  them t h r o u g h  a Supply  Reques t  form.  

- 

Those o f  you need ing  
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

F r e n c h  Depar tmen t  A c t i v i t i e s  T h i s  p a s t  weekend,  M r .  Dibar A p a r t i a n ,  d i r e c -  
t o r  o f  t h e  F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g  areas  o f  God ' s  Work f l e w  t o  M o n t r e a l  t o  o f f i -  
c i a l l y  announce  s o m e  manpower c h a n g e s  f o r  t h e  a rea .  M r .  C o l i n  W i l k i n s ,  
who h a s  b e e n  s e r v i n g  t h e  F r e n c h  Canad ian  area f o r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  i s  
t o  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  G l a s g o w ,  S c o t l a n d  a t  t h e  end  of March. M r .  W i l k i n s  
i s  o r i g i n a l l y  f rom S c o t l a n d  and  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  b e i n g  a s s i g n e d  t h e r e .  

Whi le  i n  M o n t r e a l  M r .  A p a r t i a n  r a i s e d  l o c a l  e l d e r ,  Donat  P i c a r d ,  t o  p r e a c h -  
i n g  E l d e r .  H e  w i l l  p a s t o r  t h e  M o n t r e a l  AM and  PM c h u r c h e s  f o r  t h e  t i m e  
b e i n g .  A l s o  work ing  i n  t h e  area a re  two m i n i s t e r i a l  t r a i n e e s  and  a loca l  
c h u r c h  e lder .  F o r  t h e  combined service t h e r e ,  5 4 1  p e o p l e  a t t e n d e d ,  re- 
f l e c t i n g  t h e  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  area.  Seven  b a p t i s m s  were c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  
M o n t r e a l  PM c h u r c h  a l o n e  i n  r e c e n t  weeks .  

C o i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  on  t h e  r e t u r n  A i r  Canada f l i g h t  f rom M o n t r e a l ,  M r .  Apar-  
t i a n  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  by a s t e w a r d e s s  and  g r e e t e d  by name. I t  t u r n e d  o u t  
t h a t  he  had m e t  h e r  i n  P a r i s  a b o u t  e i g h t  y e a r s  a g o  when s h e  had a t t e n d e d  
s e r v i c e s  t h e r e .  She  i s  now a member a t t e n d i n g  t h e  H a m i l t o n ,  O n t a r i o  
c h u r c h .  

Cameroon M r .  Clore i s  c o n t i n u i n g  h i s  a d v e n t u r o u s  l i f e  i n  Cameroon! I n  
h i s  l e t t e r  of December 1 8 ,  he  w r o t e :  " L a s t  S a b b a t h ,  M r .  N j a m t a  and  myse l f  
went  t o  p r e a c h  t o  t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  Makak/Libamba. About  2 2  p e r s o n s  ( c h i l -  
d r e n  i n c l u d e d )  w e r e  p r e s e n t .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  several  f r o m  Minka c o u l d n ' t  come 
b e c a u s e  of no t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  I made two t r i p s  ( s i x  km) f rom Libamba t o  
Makak t o  p i c k  u p  several  who c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  a t a x i .  I d i s t r i b u t e d  Mr. Arm-  
s t r o n g ' s  book o n  t h e  human p o t e n t i a l ,  and  l e f t  t w o  B i b l e  d i c t i o n a r i e s  a n d  
c o n c o r d a n c e s  w i t h  t h e  d e a c o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t w o  W " s  f rom t h e  1 0 t h  a n d  2 4 t h  
of November. The f i l m s  a b o u t  Ch ina  a n d  t h e  o n e  o f  t h e  Young Ambassadors  
w e r e  shown t o  t h e  b r e t h r e n  o f  Edea, one  week e a r l i e r .  The b r e t h r e n  w e r e  
p r o f o u n d l y  t o u c h e d  a n d  v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  t o  see M r .  Arms t rong  i n  a c t i o n .  
They w e r e  e q u a l l y  t h r i l l e d  t o  see t h e  Young Ambassador s '  f i l m  d u r i n g  w h i c h  
several  w e r e  so happy t h a t  t h e y  s p r a n g  u p  a n d  began  t o  d a n c e .  T h e s e  f i l m s  
c e r t a i n l y  had a good i m p a c t  on  t h e  b r e t h r e n  h e r e  . . . . ' I  

P h i l i p p i n e s :  1980 Summary The y e a r  ended  w i t h  n e a r l y  96 ,000  p i e c e s  of 
m a i l  h a v i n g  been  r e c e i v e d - - u p  1 7 %  over 197,9. 

PLAIN TRUTH magaz ine  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  have  r i s e n  s t e a d i l y  a t  a r a t e  o f  2000 
p e r  month u n t i l  now 4 4 , 5 0 0  p e o p l e  receive t h e  m a g a z i n e .  A n o t h e r  5 5 0 0  a re  
p u t  o n  n e w s s t a n d s  e v e r y  month.  

Responses  t o  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  wen t  u p  a huge  376% i n  1 9 8 0 ,  l a r g e l y  d u e  t o  
4 ,366  r e q u e s t s  f o r  t h e  b o o k l e t  DOES GOD EXIST? a s  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  Panorama 
magaz ine  i n  A u g u s t .  

O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  n e a r l y  1 5 , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  have  c o m p l e t e d  t w e l v e  l e s s o n s  of 
t h e  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  C o u r s e .  A n o t h e r  3 , 1 8 0  are  c u r r e n t l y  a c t i v e  s t u d e n t s .  

0 

Tota l  b a p t i z e d  members r e a c h e d  2 , 1 6 5  ( + 2 . 6 %  o v e r  1 9 7 9 )  and  1 5 7  new p r o -  
s p e c t i v e s  w e r e  added i n  1 9 8 0  ! + 5 4 % ) .  

T h i s  p a s t  y e a r  o v e r  2 , 9 0 0  a t t e n d  t h e  Feas t  of T a b e r n a c l e s  (+15'%) and  
o f f e r i n g s  w e r e  u p  4 0 % .  A n d  t h e  income r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  M a n i l a  o f f i c e  d u r -  
i n g  1980 w a s  a l s o  u p  2 8 %  over 1 9 7 9 .  

I t  w a s  a v e r y  good year. ( C o n t i n u e d  on  P a y e  1 0 )  
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AVoice Cries Out: 
Y have both 

Good News 
and 

Bad News. 99 

A joke that is serious REALITY! 

OU'VE HEARD the joke. Y But when amlied to 
y o u r  life and m i n e  in 
today's civilization it's no 
joke! It's something to think 
about! 

The joke is about a fictitious 
rookie airline pilot. Of course 
there are no inexperienced pilots 
on commercial airlines-only the 
experienced and capable. 

But  the  Rrtitious pilot in the  jnke says 
over t h e  puhlic address system: "1.adies 
and  gentlemen. th i s  is your capta in  
speaking. I have both good news and  
had news. I will give you t h e  had news 
tirst. WE ARE LOST! Now t h e  good news. 
We're making p x f r a ~ f n s l  time'" 

Applied to our rivilization. it's NO 

JOKE! This civilization has heen piloted 
hy largely inexperienced leaders. We've 
lost our  direction' We're not traveling 
toward t h e  intended destiny of  man^ 
kind's inrredihle pritential! We've never 
seemed to  know what tha t  potential is. 
or how to reach it' We're in imminent 
danger of plunging in to  the  r m . 4 . q ~  nf 
human extinrtinn! 

And i t ' s  definitely nut good news that 
we're traveling the  disaster course at 
"ext ra - fas t  t ime." And gaining mo- 
mentum ralndlv! 

Human leadership-the pilots o f  nur 
rivilization  has heen incompetent.  I t  
has fared tough problems i t  IS inrapahle 
of  solving I t  1s pi lo t ing  h u m a n i t y  
t h r o u g h  t roubles  a n d  evils heyond 
human control. 

WHY? 
Oiir truuhles and  evils are primarily 

spiritual in nature,  and  humanity has 

H I H H F H T  W ~ R W T R O N I .  

capahili ty of dealinp only with t h e  
physical and mater ia l  l ' h e  ma? t o  
humanity's intended potential is " < . I ~ F "  
~ a spiritual motive h i t  a misguided 
humanity ha? rhnsen the  i i iwntivr < d  
"CET" and ronhned it t o  matwIalist ir  
acquisition 

You board a 717 at Neb York fur I'aris 
Your captain is well trained. experienced. 
capahle. He has rherked the weather 
patterns. He has ettirient computerized 
equipment. He knows the presrrihed air 
lanes He has professional guidanre Srom 
ground towers. He Hies bou safel! I n  your 
destination. and with a trained rrem 
makes your night a pleasure Hut he is 
dealing with the material and physiral in 
which he has expertise On the other 
hand. the pilots of our  civilization are 
dealing with people and groupsof people. 
and the spiritual equation enters into the  
pirture 

There  seenis NO I  I M I T  to what t h e  
human mind can  ~ r r a ~ m p l i s h  in t h e  
realm of t h e  natural  and  physical Hut  
p r o h l e m s  a n d  t r o u h l e s  a re  largely 
spiri tual  in principle. Hefore them man 
seems pitifully HELPI.EPS' 

We can't seem t o  so l \e  prohlems and 
eradicate troubles in t h r  hiime. LVe are 
very inexperienred at  salving disputes 
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Appreciation for Ministerial Refreshing Program 

The following two letters are from Spanish-speaking pastors who attended 
the seventh Ministerial Refreshing Program. In each case their original 
letters in their native tongue appear before the English translation. 

Estimado Sr. Armstrong: 

Con fecha 29 de enero de 1981, siendo las 17:15 horas, se dio 
t6rmino a la sgptima sesi6n del Curso de Repaso Ministerial 
aqul en Pasadena. 

Ante todo, doy a gracias Dios por haberle inspirado a usted la 
magnlfica idea, como tambi6n doy las gracias a todo su equipo 
ministerial sobre 10s cuales cay6 la gran responsabilidad de 
ser nuestros profesores durante las tres semanas de clases. 
Tambi6n agradecemos muchlsimo la valiosa participaci6n de nues- 
tro director, el Sr. Leon Walker, quien nos dio aviso corres- 
pondiente muy oportunamente para que mi esposa y yo nos pre- 
pardramos para el viaje desde Temuco, Chile. 

Lo que mbs nos ha impresionado es la magnlfica organizacidn 
del Programa y 10s m6todos de ensefianza de 10s profesores. 
Todos 10s conocimientos que recibimos tienen un valor para 
ml yue no puedo explicarlo adecuadamente con palabras, pero 
sf puedo decirle que todo ello ser6 de mucha ayuda en relaci6n 
con nuestras responsabilidades en la congregaci6n de Temuco. 

Cuente en todo momento con nuestro total e incondicional apoyo, 
asf como con nuestras oraciones que el Eterno nuestro Dios lo 
fortalezca ffsica y espiritualmente para que pueda cumplir li- 
bremente la misi6n que Dios le ha encomendado de predicar el 
Evangelio a todo el mundo. 

Filidor y Ediht Illesca 

Dear Mr. Armstrong: 

On the 29th of January of 1981, at 5:15 p.m., the seventh session of 
the Ministerial Refreshing Program concluded here in Pasadena. 

Above all I give thanks to God for having inspired you with such a 
tremendous idea,as well as giving thanks to your entire Ministerial 
Services team upon whom fell the great responsibility of being our 
teachers during the three weeks of classes. We are also very thank- 
ful for the valuable notification from our director, Mr. Leon Walker, 
who gave us appropriate notice well ahead of time so that my wife and 
I could get ready for the trip from Temuco in Chile. 

What most impressed us is the excellent organization of the program 
and the teaching methods of the lecturers. A l l  the knowledge we 
received has a value for me which I cannot adequately explain in 
words. But I can tell you that all of it will be of great help in 
regard to our responsibilities in the Temuco congregation. 

Please count at all times on our total and unconditional support, as 
well as on our prayers that the Eternal our God miqht strengthen you 
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physically and spiritually so that you may boldly fulfill the Commis- 
sion which God has entrusted to you of preachina the Gospel to the 
whole world. 

Filidor and Ediht Illesca (Temuco, Chile) 

iNuestro muy querido y estimado Ap6stol y Pastor General Senor 
Herbert W. Armstrong! 

La presente es para manifestarle mi sincero y grato agradeci- 
miento por lo multiforme de sus servicios, y particularmente 
por organizar esta temporada de repaso ministerial. 

Hemos pasado 10s dlas tan agradables y llenos de actividad, dis- 
frutando 10s exquisitos y deliciosos manjares, en un lugar con 
ambiente paradisfaco. 

Llenos de fervor y afecto cristiano, 10s maestros y ministros de 
Dios ametrallaron en nuestra mente y conciencia sus conocimientos 
y experiencias; es mds, todo el pueblo de Dios en conjunto nos 
recepcionaron con su dedicado servicio. As€ logramos captar con 
gran impact0 la Palabra de Dios, mediante ensefianzas y ejemplo. 

TambiGn, 10s del Departamento Hispano tenemos el gran honor de 
trabajar bajo la direcci6n de nuestro querido director Leon 
Walker, un siervo de Dios muy dedicado. 

iGracias a Dios y a Jesucristo! por haberle guiado e inspirado a 
usted para realizar este entrenamiento. A la verdad nos hacla 
falta y era tiempo. 

Ahora trabajaremos mucho mejor, sirviendo a Dios y a Su Iglesia, 
y apoydndole a usted nuestro Ap6stol y siervo de Jesucristo. 

Con este refinado entrenamiento, habr5 mejor representaci6n y lo- 
gro a la gran comisi6n, que en esta hora final se complace Dios 
en realizar su Obra mediante usted. 

Wilfred0 Sdenz A. 

Our beloved and much esteemed Apostle and Pastor General, Mr. Herbert 
W. Armstrong: 

I am writing you to express my sincere and grateful thanks for your 
manifold service and help, and especially for having organized this 
Ministerial Refreshing Proqram. 
Our stay was so pleasant and full of activity; we enjoyed the tasty 
and delicious food, and the environment was like a paradise. 

God's teachers and ministers, full of zeal and Christian love, taught 
us their knowledge and experiences with power, and in addition, all 
of God's people welcomed us with their dedicated service. In this 
way we felt the tremendous impact of the Word of God, both by the 
teaching and by the example. 

In addition, those of us who are involved within the Spanish Depart- 
ment have the great honor of working under the direction of our much- 
loved director, Leon Walker, a very dedicated servant of God. 
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Thanks b e  t o  God and  t o  J e s u s  C h r i s t  f o r  h a v i n g  g u i d e d  and  i n s p i r e d  
you t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  t r a i n i n g !  I t  w a s  mos t  t i m e l y  and w e  t r u l y  
needed  i t .  

W e  w i l l  now work much m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  s e r v i n g  God and  H i s  Church  
and  b a c k i n g  you u p ,  o u r  a p o s t l e  and  s e r v a n t  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  

With t h i s  w e l l - p r e p a r e d  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  G r e a t  Commission-- the Work 
t h a t  God i s  p l e a s e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h r o u g h  you i n  t h i s  end  t i m e - - w i l l  
h a v e  b e t t e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  and  g r e a t e r  s u c c e s s .  

W i l f r e d 0  S a e n z  ( L i m a ,  P e r u )  

D e a r  M r .  A rms t rong  and M r .  Tkach:  

W e  j u s t  wan t  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  d e e p  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  m o s t  w o n d e r f u l  
and  u p l i f t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  God blessed u s  w i t h  i n  a l l o w i n g  u s  t o  e n j o y  
and  b e n e f i t  f rom t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program.  I t  h a s  been  v e r y  i n s p i r i n g  
t o  see f i r s t h a n d  t h e  t o t a l  l o y a l t y  and  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  
S e r v i c e s  s t a f f  and  a l l  t h e  P a s a d e n a  m i n i s t r y  t o  y o u ,  M r .  Herbert  
W .  Arms t rong ,  G o d ' s  a p o s t l e  f o r  t h e  end  t i m e .  W e  h a v e  r e a l l y  b e e n  
" r e f r e s h e d "  a s  t o  t h e  p r o p e r  a p p r o a c h  and  p r o p e r  ways t o  more e f f e c -  
t i v e l y  serve God a n d  H i s  p e o p l e .  Thank you v e r y  much, M r .  A r m s t r o n g ,  
M r .  Tkach  a n d  a l l  o f  you w o n d e r f u l  p e o p l e  f o r  t h e  example  and  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n  you h a v e  g i v e n  u s .  

P a b l o  and  Teresa Dimakis  (Mexico C i t y )  

Note: The f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  i s  f rom one  of t h r e e  men employed by t h e  
S p a n i s h  Depar tmen t  h e r e  i n  Pasadena  who had o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h a r e  i n  p e r -  
f o r m i n g  s i m u l t a n e o u s  t r a n s l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  m i n i s t e r s  
a t t e n d i n g  t h e  s e v e n t h  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program.  The o t h e r  two 
t r a n s l a t o r s  w e r e  Carl-os  G u t i e r r e z  and  M a u r i c i o  P e r e z .  

D e a r  M r .  Tkach:  

F i r s t  o f  a l l  I wanted  t o  t h a n k  you ,  a s  w e l l  a s  M r .  A rms t rong  and  Mr. 
Walke r ,  f o r  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of h a v i n g  been  a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
s e v e n t h  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program.  I t  w a s  moving 
and  i n s p i r i n g  t o  see t h e  u n i t y  t h a t  you s p o k e  o f  e v i d e n c e d  v e r y  
c l e a r l y  b o t h  by t h e  t e a c h i n g  and  among t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  and  m i n i s t e r s  
i n  a t t e n d a n c e ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  b a r r i e r .  

I h a v e  l i v e d  i n  P a s a d e n a  s i n c e  1974 ,  and  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  
y e a r s  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  h e r e  h a s  r a d i c a l l y  i m p r o v e d - - t h e r e  i s  a p a l p a b l e  
d i f f e r e n c e .  Changes had t o  come f rom t h e  t o p ,  a n d  God and  J e s u s  
C h r i s t  have  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  example  and  d i -  
r e c t i o n  o f  M r .  Arms t rong ,  a n d  t h e  f a i t h f u l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  men h e  h a s  
d e l e g a t e d  and  e n t r u s t e d  p o s i t i o n s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  t o .  Thank y o u ,  M r .  
Tkach ,  f o r  y o u r  p a r t  i n  t h i s .  

S e c o n d l y ,  I wanted  t o  t h a n k  you f o r  y o u r  v e r y  k i n d  and  e n c o u r a g i n g  
w o r d s ,  n o t  o n l y  d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n  b u t  a l s o  o n  t h a t  d e l i g h t f u l  card 
( o r  s h o u l d  I c a l l  i t  e f f i g y ? ) - - a n d  p l e a s e  t h a n k  and  c o n g r a t u l a t e  
y o u r  t a l e n t e d  a r t i s t ,  Georgia Z i c k ,  f o r  m e .  You, t h e  o t h e r  i n s t r u c -  
t o r s ,  and  t h e  whole t e a m  have  been a t r u e  i n s p i r a t i o n .  Thank you 
a g a i n .  

Reg K i l l i n g l e y  
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Dear M r .  A r m s t r o n g :  

Years a g o  my Dad u s e d  t o  t e l l  m e  t h e  s t o r y  o f  a t i g e r  bound ing  fero- 
c i o u s l y  toward  h i s  i n t e n d e d  human v i c t i m ,  g a i n i n g  momentum w i t h  e a c h  
l o n g  s t r i d e ,  t o t a l l y  c o n f i d e n t  o f  h i s  i n t e n t i o n s .  A s  h e  c a t a p u l t e d ,  
w ide - j awed ,  toward h i s  i n t e n d e d  p r e y ,  t h a t  same ' ' v i c t i m "  e x t e n d e d  
h i s  arm toward  t h e  oncoming t i g e r ,  e x t e n d i n g  it t h r o u g h  t h e  open  
m o u t h - - a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  t i p  o f  t h e  t a i l - - a n d ,  a f t e r  a sudden  p u l l ,  
wa tched  t h e  h a p l e s s  b e a s t  s t r i d e  away i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n - -  
b u t  now t u r n e d  c o m p l e t e l y  i n s i d e  o u t !  

T h a t  s t o r y  s e e m s  t o  b e s t  d e s c r i b e  my r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  j u s t -  
c o m p l e t e d  R e f r e s h i n g  Program.  I bounded i n  p o s i t i v e l y ,  and  bounded 
o u t  even  m o r e  p o s i t i v e .  B u t ,  a s  I bounded o u t ,  I f e l t  c o n s i d e r a b l y  
more l i k e  t h e  t i g e r - - n o w  t u r n e d  i n s i d e  o u t - - t o t a l l y  b a r e d ,  e x p o s e d ,  
a s  i t  w e r e ,  a b l e  t o  see and  r e c o g n i z e  s e l f  a l i t t l e  c l ea re r .  

I have  s i n c e  bounded back  i n t o  my c h u r c h  a r ea ,  f i l l e d  t o  t h e  b r i m  
w i t h  e x c i t i n g  news f o r  t h e  b r e t h r e n .  And I am a b l e  t o  p r e s e n t  s u c h  
news w i t h  new v i g o r ,  i n c r e a s e d  e x c i t e m e n t  and  d e e p  g r a t i t u d e .  The 
R e f r e s h i n g  Program c o r r o b o r a t e d  e m p h a t i c a l l y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  God t r u l y  
" c h a n g e s  n o t , "  a n d  t h a t  J e s u s  C h r i s t - - a n d  H i s  Word-- indeed a r e ,  
" . . . t h e  same y e s t e r d a y ,  t o d a y ,  and  f o r  e v e r ! "  

The r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  y o u r  d e s i g n a t e d  " i n s t r u c t o r s "  w e r e  t e a c h i n g  and  
e x p a n d i n g  upon t h o s e  e x a c t  t e a c h i n g s  and  p r i n c i p l e s  wh ich  my w i f e  
and  I w e r e  t a u g h t ,  by y o u ,  i n  1 9 6 0 ,  w a s  d e e p l y  e n c o u r a g i n g  and  re- 
a s s u r i n g .  The warmth and  s i n c e r i t y  w i t h  which  t h o s e  r e f r e s h e r s  w e r e  
p r e s e n t e d  w a s ,  i n  i t s e l f ,  g r e a t l y  r e f r e s h i n g .  

A l l  i n  a l l ,  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ,  t h e  p rogram w a s  a d e l i g h t - - a l b e i t  a n  
e n e r v a t i n g  d e l i g h t .  Our d e e p e s t  t h a n k s  and  love  t o  you f o r  y o u r  
c o n t i n u e d  s t e w a r d s h i p  o v e r  t h e  p r e c i o u s  p e o p l e  of t h e  L i v i n g  God-- 
and  f o r  y o u r  t o t a l  commitment t o  J e s u s  C h r i s t  and  t h i s  way of l i f e  
which  h a s  been so m e r c i f u l l y  r e v e a l e d  t o  H i s  Church .  

Bob and S h i r l e y  S m i t h  
M r .  Tkach:  

Before l e a v i n g  t h e  campus t o d a y ,  my w i f e  and  I would l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  
o u r  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  b e i n g  ab le  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  s e v e n t h  s e s s i o n  of t h e  
M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Programme. 

P l e a s e  convey  t o  M r .  Herbert  W .  Armst rong  o u r  s i n c e r e  t h a n k s  f o r  
t h i s  i n s p i r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  Only t h r o u g h  l o y a l t y  t o  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  
H i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a n d  y o u r  d e d i c a t e d  s t a f f  h a s  t h i s  programme b e e n  
p o s s i b l e  a n d  a g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  

W e  have  been  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  harmony, u n i t y ,  d e d i -  
c a t i o n  a n d  w a r m  f e l l o w s h i p  e x p e r i e n c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  weeks .  
They h a v e  been  t r u l y  a r e f r e s h e r  t o  u s  and  w i l l  e n a b l e  u s  t o  convey  
t h i s  f e e l i n g  a n d  t e a c h i n g  t o  t h e  l o c a l  c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  

Once a g a i n  t h a n k  you and  y o u r  s t a f f  e v e r  so much f o r  a l l  t h e  work 
and  t i m e  d e v o t e d  t o  u s ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  t e a c h i n g ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  programme. I t ' s  been  a g r e a t  p r i v i l e g e  t o  g e t  t o  
know all. 

B r a m  and  Trudy  d e  Bree 



Page 1 4  PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, F e b r u a r y  6 , 1 9 8 1  

D e a r  M r .  Tkach:  

G r e e t i n g s  f rom Bonny S c o t l a n d !  I j u s t  wanted  t o  t a k e  t h i s  oppor -  
t u n i t y  t o  t h a n k  you f o r  y o u r  t h o u g h t f u l n e s s  and  f o r  t h e  l a p e l  p i n .  

I t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  and  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. My 
e x t e n s i v e  n o t e s  are  now a g o l d  mine t h a t  I a m  c o n t i n u a l l y  d i g g i n g  
i n t o  f o r  g u i d a n c e ,  d i r e c t i o n ,  and  a n s w e r s .  

J u d g i n g  f r o m  t h e  many comments p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  PGR, t h e  Program h a s  
p r o v e d  t o  be a m a j o r  t o o l  i n  r e v i t a l i s i n g  and  r e a w a k e n i n g  t h e  
M i n i s t r y - - " t u r n i n g  them on"  t o  t h e  g i g a n t i c  t a s k  t h a t  r e m a i n s  be- 
f o r e  u s .  

Thank you a g a i n  f o r  a l l  y o u r  t i r e l e s s  e f f o r t s  and  t h o s e  o f  t h e  
P a s a d e n a  team.  

J o h n  Meakin 

Dear M r .  Tkach ,  

S h i r l  and  I have  r e t u r n e d  t o  The F o r t ,  f o l l o w i n g  o u r  v e r y  d e l i g h t f u l  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  P rogram,  a n d - - a l t h o u g h  e x t r e m e l y  
happy t o  be back  i n  t h e  " swing  of t h i n g s " - - f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  m i s s i n g  t h e  
m a r v e l o u s  f e l l o w s h i p  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n  wh ich  so consumed t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
weeks.  

To  be a b l e  t o  m e e t  so  many o f  o u r  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  f e l l o w  s e r v a n t s - -  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  f r o m  o t h e r  f o r e i g n  areas--was o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  h e a r t -  
warming e x p e r i e n c e s  of t h e  t r i p  W e s t .  A s  you m e n t i o n e d  on  o u r  l a s t  
day- -as  Herbert  C i s n e r o s  opened  w i t h  p r a y e r - - G o d ' s  H o l y  S p i r i t  i s  
v e r y  o b v i o u s  i n  H i s  p e o p l e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  i n  wh ich  it 
i s  e x e r c i s e d .  

I had d e s i r e d  t o  g e n e r a t e  p e r s o n a l  m e m o s  of t h a n k s  t o  e a c h  of o u r  
i n s t r u c t o r s - - b u t  p e r h a p s  t h a t  s e n t i m e n t  c a n  be best conveyed  t h r o u g h  
t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s .  So,  t o  __ you ,  M r .  B l a c k w e l l ,  
D r .  H o e l i ,  Plessrs. La9avia , Rader  , Nef f , Mat thews ,  Anderson  , Wcbber , 
Snook,  A l b r e c h t ,  S a l y e r ,  F a u l k n e r ,  Burky ,  N i c e ,  H e l c j e ,  M c N a i r ,  
Hogberg--and a l l  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  s t a f f ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m a r -  
v e l o u s  c r e w  d i r e c t e d  by M r .  C a r l t o n  Green  a t  t h e  S t u d e n t  C e n t e r - -  
w e  humbly e x p r e s s  o u r  d e e p e s t  "Thank You" f o r  y o u r  p a r t  i n  h e l p i n g  
t o  r e f r e s h  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  

Looking  f o r w a r d  t o  n e x t  t i m e ,  w e  r e m a i n  . . . . . .  
Bob and S h i r l e y  S m i t h  

M r .  Tkach:  

W e  f e e l  w e  were v e r y  b l e s s e d  and  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  
R e f r e s h i n g  Program.  W e  have  o b s e r v e d  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  
warmth and  u n i t y  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y  and  m e m b e r s  a s  w e l l .  The w o n d e r f u l  
knowledge  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n  w e  r e c e i v e d  shows how w e  a re  o n c e  m o r e  
g e t t i n g  b a c k  on t h e  t r a c k  and  are  s p e a k i n g  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g s .  W e  a re  
v e r y  i n s p i r e d .  

J o s e p h  and  H a z e l  S c h l i t t  
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Comments From Month ly  Church  R e p o r t s  ~ - _ _  ____.-.__ 

C H I C O ,  CA--MARC SEGALL: A few of t h e  p e o p l e  who l e f t  t h e  Church  
over a y e a r  a g o  a re  b e g i n n i n g  t o  show s i g n s  of r e m o r s e .  One c o u p l e  
h a s  a l r e a d y  p l e a d e d  t o  come back  t o  services and  b e  a p a r t  o f  G o d ' s  
Church  a g a i n .  They a t t e n d e d  t h e  GTA Church  f o r  a w h i l e  and  w e r e  so  
d i s i l l u s i o n e d  by a l l  t h e  c y n i c i s m ,  b i t t e r n e s s ,  goss ip  a n d  " s t r a n g e "  
d o c t r i n a l  t w i s t i n g s  and  p e r v e r s i o n s ,  t h e y  began  t o  m i s s  t h e  Godly  
f e l l o w s h i p  and  government  found  i n  t h e  o n l y  t r u e  Church  of God. 

The b r e t h r e n  w e r e  e x t r e m e l y  e x c i t e d  and  h e l p e d  by  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  
J a n u a r y  2 0 t h  m e m b e r  l e t t e r .  I t  s e e m s  l i k e  t h e  b r e t h r e n  r e a l l y  
i d e n t i f y  w i t h  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  a n a l y s i s  of c u r r e n t  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  
l i g h t  o f  B i b l e  p r o p h e c y .  I ' d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  more w r i t t e n  
i n f o r m a t i o n  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  b r e t h r e n  o n  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  and  
marr iages  o f  G o d ' s  p e o p l e .  The l a t e s t  GOOD NEWS magaz ine  w i t h  M r .  
T k a c h ' s  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  b e i n g  a C h r i s t i a n  F a t h e r  w a s  g r e a t l y  a p p r e -  
c i a t e d  and  evoked  many p o s i t i v e  comments.  A l s o ,  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  
B i b l e  s t u d y  t a p e s  a r e  more a p p r e c i a t e d  t h a n  ever.  P l e a s e  k e e p  them 
coming.  

TACOMA, WA--LAMBERT GREER: Church  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p r o g r e s s .  Notice- 
a b l e  r i s e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e ,  which  i n c l u d e s  a c o u p l e  of  p e o p l e  r e t u r n i n g  
t o  t h e  Church  a f t e r  f i v e , a n d  i n  o n e  c a s e , t w e l v e  y e a r s .  

MINNEAPOLIS N O R T H ,  MN--LEONARD SCHREIBER: Y . O . U .  a c t i v i t i e s  and  
a t t i t u d e s  a r e  t h e  best I h a v e  e v e r  s e e n .  P a r e n t s  are b e g i n n i n g  t o  
r e a l l y  t a k e  a n  i n t e r e s t .  Eve ryone  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  f a m -  
i l y  a c t i v i t i e s  and  a r t i c l e s  i n  The GOOD NEWS p o i n t i n g  p a r e n t s  t o  
c h i l d r e n .  Many t h a n k s  f rom u s  and  t h e  whole  c o n g r e g a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
n e w  YOUTH 81  Magazine .  W e  n o t e  t h a t  e a c h  a r t i c l e  seems t o  p o i n t  
t h e  young p e o p l e  t o  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  T h i s  i s  r e a l l y  a n  answer  t o  
p r a y e r  and a f u l f i l l i n g  o f  p r o p h e c y .  

KANSAS C I T Y ,  KS--BRUCE GORE: J o b s  are  g e t t i n g  scarcer t o  f i n d  f o r  
some o f  o u r  members: a f e w  economic p r o b l e m s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  Church .  I 
spend  a l o t  of t i m e  c o u n s e l l i n g  s e v e r a l  c o u p l e s  r e  m a r r i a g e  p r o b l e m s .  
I n t o l e r a n c e  a n d  l a c k  o f  commitment i s  v e r y  e v i d e n t .  

W e  a l l  s u r e  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  l a s t  l e t t e r  f r o m  M r .  A rms t rong .  H e  i s  
s u r e  s e t t i n g  a t r e m e n d o u s  example  of work and  e f f o r t  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  
h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  T h e s e  a r e  e x c i t i n g  t i m e s  t o  be l i v i n g  i n - -  
My w i f e  and  I are  t h a n k f u l  t o  have  a p a r t  i n  G o d ' s  Work and  b e  serv-  
i n g  H i s  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  

SACRAMENTO, CA--JOEL L I L L E N G R E E N :  F l u  c o n t i n u e s  t o  h i t  many i n  
t h i s  area.  E n t h u s i a s m  r u n s  h i g h  f o r  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  B i b l e  s t u d y  
t a p e s .  S t u d y  g u i d e s  w e  p r e p a r e  a h e a d  of t i m e  a re  v e r y  p r o f i t a b l e  
l e a r n i n g  t oo l s .  

DENVER, (10--RONALD KELLY: Most o f  t h e  Church  i s  I n  a f i n e  and  
enthusiastic a t t i t u d e .  Anx ious  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  M r .  Herbert  A r m -  
strong's t r i p s ,  e t c .  1 9 8 1  i s  c f f  t o  a n  e x c e l l e n t  s t a r t .  

COOS BAY,  OR--GREG JOHNSON: M a r r i a g e  and  f a m i l y  p r o b l e m s  i m p r o v i n g ;  
Church  i n v o l v e m e n t  i m p r o v i n g ;  some j o b  and  f i n a n c i a l  p r o b l e m s  e x i s t  
due t o  econmy. 
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ROSEBURG, OR--GREG JOHNSON: Some j o b  p r o b l e m s  e x i s t  d u e  t-o d e -  
p r e s s e d  lumber  i n d u s t r y ;  s ~ m e  mar-r iaye  p r o b l e m s  improv ing  a f t e r  
l o t s  of  c o u n s e l l i n g .  O v e r a l l ,  p e o p l e  are  l o y a l ,  ha rd -work ing  and  
g e t t i n g  more i n v o l v e d  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

GLENDALE, CA--RONALD LAUGHLAND: P r e s e n t l y  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  l o n g -  
t i m e  members who a re  f a c i n g  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  s h o u l d  have  been  a d d r e s s e d  
a n d  r e s o l v e d  15  y e a r s  a g o .  Many a re  coming t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e y  
c a n n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  l i v e  " u n d e r g r o u n d "  w i t h  problems a n d  s i n s  t h a t  
h a v e  been  h i d d e n  f o r  y e a r s .  A p p e a r s  God i s  r o u t i n g  o u t  t h o s e  s i n s  
w e  need  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a s  t h e  end  a p p r o a c h e s .  

FORT W O R T H ,  TX--BOB SMITH: Have j u s t  r e t u r n e d  home f rom P a s a d e n a  
where  w e  were a b l e  t o  be i n s t r u c t e d  and r e f r e s h e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  v e r y  
f i n e  R e f r e s h i n g  P rogram,  and  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w i t n e s s  f i r s t h a n d  
t h e  l o v e ,  u n i t y  a n d  harmony e x t a n t  a t  t h e  P a s a d e n a  complex .  

The o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program w i t h  o u r  S p a n i s h -  
s p e a k i n g  m i n i s t e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r s  o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  a reas  o f  t h e  
Work, w a s  an e x t r e m e l y  hea r t -warming  e x p e r i e n c e .  The o b v i o u s  r a p -  
p o r t  among t h o s e  i n  whom d w e l l s  G o d ' s  Holy S p i r i t  i t  t r u l y  a j o y  
t o  b e h o l d .  I t  w a s  a l s o  e x c i t i n g  t o  come away f r o m  t h r e e  w e e k s  of 
t e a c h i n g  w i t h  t h e  f u l l  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t r u l y  God c h a n g e s  not - -and  
t h a t  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  a n d  H i s  t e a c h i n g s ,  a re  " . . . t h e  same y e s t e r d a y ,  
a n d  t o d a y  a n d  f o r e v e r . "  Thanks  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g !  

PLAIN TRUTH Magazine  Seen  on"Sesame S t r e e t "  

I h a v e  t o  w r i t e  t o  you ( M r .  A rms t rong)  t o  s h a r e  a n  e x c i t i n g  e x p e r i -  
e n c e  I had .  The o t h e r  d a y  I w a s  w a t c h i n g  a wel l -known c h i l d r e n ' s  
program ca l l ed  "Sesame S t r e e t . ' '  D u r i n g  t h e  p rogram t h e y  showed a 
f i l m  o f  a mailman d e l i v e r i n g  m a i l  i n  t h e  A p p a l a c h i a n  M o u n t a i n s .  T o  
my s u r p r i s e  i t  showed him d e l i v e r i n g  a PLAIN TRUTH magaz ine !  I t  w a s  
c lear  enough t o  see t h e  whole  t i t l e ,  PLAIN TRUTH. I w a s  so e x c i t e d .  
The n e x t  t i m e  t h e y  showed it I c a l l e d  my husband t o  make s u r e  I s a w  
wha t  I t h o u g h t  I s a w ,  and  a s  soon a s  h e  s a w  it he e x c l a i m e d  t h a t  it 
w a s  t h e  PLAIN TRUTH magazine!  

L a u r i e  S m i t h  ( C h i l l i c o t h e ,  OH)  

Weekly L e t t e r  Comments 

B r e t h r e n  are s o l i d l y  b e h i n d  M r .  Arms t rong  and h o l d  him i n  h i g h e s t  esteem. 
They t h a n k  him f o r  h i s  t i r e l e s s  e f f o r t s  and p r a y  f o r  God t o  g r a n t  him 
s t r e n g t h  and  d i r e c t i o n  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e  t h e  G r e a t  Commission. 
R e a d e r s  a l so  c o n t i n u e  t o  be i n s p i r e d  by M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  book.  TOMORROW. .. 
WHAT I T  WILL BE LIKE, w i t h  some now r e r e a d i n g  i t  and  e v e n  l e n d i n g  i t  t o  
o t h e r s .  And f a i t h f u l  t i t h e  p a y e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o  s h a r e  a c c o u n t s  of how 
a b u n d a n t l y  God h a s  b l e s s e d  them f o r  o b e y i n g  H i s  g r e a t  f i n a n c i a l  l a w  o f  
t i t h i n g .  

-_-_-_ __ ___- 

B r e t h r e n  G r a t e f u l  fo r  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  - - L e a d e r s h i p  

Thank you ( M r .  A rms t rong)  f o r  b e i n g  a f a i t h f u l  s e r v a n t .  Thank you 
f o r  r e m a i n i n g  l o y a l  and t r u e  t o  G o d ' s  Word even  when you had t o  s t a n d  
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a l o n e .  Thank you f o r  work ing  so long  and  h a r d  t o  d e l i v e r  G o d ' s  m e s -  
s a g e  and  t o  s h a r e  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  b e n e f i t s  of i t s  t r u t h .  Thank you f o r  
n o t  g i v i n g  u p .  Thank y o u  f o r  q o i n g  o u t  a g a i n  t o  w o r l d  l e a d e r s  and  
f o r  w r i t i n g  and  e n c o u r a g i n g  u s  so much. Thank you f o r  y o u r  r e c e n t  
le t ter-- i t  i s  so i n s p i r i n g  t o  know t h a t  w e  a re  i n  t h e  f i n a l  p l u n q ?  
of g e t t i n g  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  Kingdom. Y e s ,  and  m o s t  o f  a l l ,  w e  t h a n k  
God who h a s  made i t  a l l  p o s s i b l e !  

Ken a n d  Donna R o b e r t s o n  ( A u s t i n ,  TX) 

Thank you ( M r .  A rms t rong)  f o r  r e m i n d i n g  u s  of wha t  w e  s h o u l d  be d o i n g  
and  f o r  g u i d i n g  u s  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  W e  a l l  g i v e  o u r  t h a n k s  
and  p r a i s e  t o  God who c a l l e d  you a n d  t a u g h t  you so t h a t  w e  would have  
a s t r o n g  s h e p h e r d  t o  l e a d  u s  on o u r  l o n g  p a t h  t o  home--the Kingdom. 

Thank you f o r  e v e r y  l e t t e r ,  a r t i c l e ,  a d ,  b o o k l e t  and  book t h a t  you 
h a v e  w r i t t e n  or w i l l  w r i t e .  C o n t i n u e  i n  good h e a l t h  a s  God c o n t i n u e s  
t o  bless you a n d  d i r e c t  y o u r  s t e p s .  

The Tom Campbel l  F a m i l y  (Sa lem,  O R )  

My w i f e  and  I wan t  t o  l e t  you know ( M r .  A rms t rong)  t h a t  w e  a r e  h o l d -  
i n  up  y o u r  a r m s  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h i s  g rea t  w o r l d w i d e  Commission of 
s p r e a d i n g  t h e  good news of t h e  World T o m o r r o w .  W e  p r a y  a l w a y s  t h a t  
y o u r  h e a l t h  w i l l  c o n s t a n t l y  b e  improved and  t h a t  y o u r  knowledge ,  
wisdom a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i l l  be  i n c r e a s e d  a s  n e e d e d .  A l s o ,  a s  you 
f l y  over t h i s  d a n g e r o u s  e a r t h ,  w e  p r a y  c o n s t a n t l y  f o r  G o d ' s  s a f e t y  
over you a n d  t h o s e  w i t h  you .  

M r .  & M r s .  L a r r y  B a i l e y  ( W e s t  L a f a y e t t e ,  O H )  

T h i s  i s  a l o n g  o v e r d u e  l e t t e r  t o  t h a n k  you d e e p l y  f o r  y o u r  love and  
c o n c e r n  f o r  a l l  o f  u s  i n  G o d ' s  Church:  and  t o  l e t  you know w e  a re  
s u p p o r t i n g  you i n  o u r  p r a y e r s ,  t h o u g h t s  and  t i t h e s .  W e  have  b e e n  i n  
G o d ' s  Church for s o m e  y e a r s  now, and  w a n t  t o  t e l l  you w e  a p p r e c i a t e  
y o u r  s a c r i f i c e s  over t h a t  t i m e .  What h a s  b e e n  e s p e c i a l l y  amazing  
and  i n s p i r i n g  i s  y o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  see t h r o u g h  t h e  s u b t l e t i e s  o f  S a t a n .  

R i c h a r d  & C a r o l  Bonsey ( N e w  Haven,  CT) 

Thank you ( M r .  A rms t rong)  for  b e i n g  so z e a l o u s  i n  t h e  Work. I f  you 
w e r e n ' t  d o i n g  y o u r  job so w o n d e r f u l l y  I would n e v e r  had h e a r d  t h e  
t r u t h  t o  b e g i n  w i t h .  I j u s t  wonder wha t  h o p e l e s s ,  p i t i f u l  c o n d i t i o n  
I would be i n  w i t h o u t  t h e  Church .  Through you, J e s u s  C h r i s t  b r o u g h t  
m e  t o  r e p e n t a n c e ,  r a i s e d  m e  f r o m  t h e  g r a v e ,  g a v e  m e  e a r s  t o  h e a r ,  
e y e s  t o  see and  s t r o n g  l e g s  t o  w a l k  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l i n e .  I o w e  you 
my l i f e  and  my f o r t u n e .  And w e  b o t h  o w e  o u r s  t o  C h r i s t !  

C a r l  Dobbs (Oxon H i l l ,  M D )  

My w i f e  and  I w a n t  t o  t h a n k  you ( M r .  Arms t rong)  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  
z e a l  and  g r e a t  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  God a n d  t h e  Work H e  h a s  ca l l ed  you t o  
do. W e  p r a y  d a i l y  t h a t  God w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  you p h y s i -  
c a l l y  t o  e n d u r e  t h e  s c h e d u l e  you have  s e t  f o r  y o u r s e l f ,  and  t h a t  H e  
w i l l  g i v e  you t h e  s p i r i t u a l  g i f t s  you need  t o  p r o c l a i m  C h r i s t ' s  
message  a n d  l e a d  t h e  Work and  Church .  

W a r r e n  & T o n i  Hamblet (Oklahoma C i t y ,  O K )  



P a g e  1 8  PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, F e b r u a r y  6 , 1 9 8 1  

A s  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  e n d  of t h e  W o r k  g r o w s  closer a n d  c l o s e r ,  I p r a y  
more a n d  more f o r  y o u  p h y s i c a l . l y ,  m e n t a l l y  a n d  s p i r i t u a l l y - - t h a t  
God w i l l  d raw y o u  ever n e a r e r  i n  mind  a n d  s p i r i t  t o  H i m  a n d  t h a t  
y o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  be ever i n c r e a s e d .  

C h a r l o t t e  R .  Kays  (Toledo, 011) 

" T o m o r r o w  ... What it W i l l  B e  L i k e "  G r e a t l y  A p p r e c i a t e d  ____ 

I received t h e  book TOMORROW ... WHAT I T  WILL BE LIKE a n d  bel ieve m e ,  
i t ' s  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  e n t e r e d  i n t o  my a p a r t m e n t  s i n c e  my 
B i b l e !  I ' v e  f i n i s h e d  r e a d i n g  it a n d  w a n t  so much t o  sha re  it a l o n g  
w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  b o o k l e t s  f r o m  The  PLAIN TRUTH. Thank  y o u  so 
much f o r  e n l i g h t e n i n g  m e  s p i r i t u a l l y .  

--___ 

B e l i n d a  J o h n s o n  ( B r a d e n t o n ,  F L )  

I h a v e  t o  make a f e w  comment s  on  y o u r  b o o k ,  TOMORROTJ ... WHAT I T  WILL 
BE LIKE. A s  I s t a r t e d  r e a d i n g  i t  I w a s  s u r p r i s e d  b y  t h e  power, 
c l a r i t y  a n d  c o n c i s e n e s s  o f  y o u r  e x p r e s s i o n .  I t  h a s  a l s o  g i v e n  m e  
many new i n s i g h t s .  I t  seems t h a t  G o d  h a s  g i v e n  you  more a n d  more 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  H i s  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  s t a y  t h e  same, b u t  a s  you  h a v e  
g r o w n ,  more a n d  m o r e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  revealed t o  y o u .  I ' m  
t h a n k f u l  t h a t  you  a re  here t o  revea l  t h e m  t o  u s .  

P a u l  K u r t s  ( J a c k s o n v i l l e  , FL) 

May I s a y  h o w  d e l i g h t e d  I w a s  t o  receive M r .  Herber t  A r m s t r o n g ' s  
book TOMORROW ... WHAT I T  WILL BE L I K E .  N o t  a book t o  r e a d  a n d  p u t  
down b u t  o n e  t o  r e a d  a n d  reread a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n ,  t o  d i g e s t  a n d  
a s s i m i l a t e .  And t h a n k  G o d  i t  w i l l  come t o  p a s s .  I t h a n k  you  f o r  
s u c h  a l o v e l y  g i f t .  

G.S. ( T i m a r u ,  N e w  Z e a l a n d )  

Thank  you v e r y  much f o r  t h e  book TOMORROW ... WHAT I T  WILL BE L I K E .  
I h a v e  e n j o y e d  it so much a n d  a m  g o i n g  t o  l o a n  i t  t o  my f r i e n d s .  
I t  i s  a book of f a c t s  based o n  t r u t h  a n d  so n i c e l y  b a c k e d  u p  b y  t h e  
H o l y  B i b l e .  A g a i n  t h a n k  y o u  so much a n d  may G o d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  bless 
y o u  f o r  t h e  f i n e  w o r k .  

El. B e r t  Woehl ( L o d i ,  CA) 

I h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  book p o s t e d  t o  m e  f r o m  M r .  Herbert W .  A r m s t r o n g ,  
TOMORROW . . .  WHAT I T  WILL BE L I K E .  I ' m  r e a d i n g  i t  a g a i n ,  a n d  t h e n  1'11 
l e n d  it t o  my d a u g h t e r s  t o  read. I t  i s  a l l  t r u e - - w h a t  a w o n d e r f u l  
b o o k .  P l e a s e  t h a n k  M r .  A r m s t r o n g  f o r  m e .  I d o n ' t  s e e m  t o  w r i t e  
w e l l  e n o u g h  t o  w r i t e  t o  h im.  

L.W. ( C h r i s t c h u r c h ,  New Z e a l a n d )  

Thank  y o u  m o s t  s i n c e r e l y  f o r  t h e  c o p y  of y o u r  r e c e n t  book TOMORROW. .. 
WHAT I T  WILL BE L I K E .  I a m  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  b e i n g  remembered! I t  
c o n t a i n s  many b e a u t i f u l  t h o u g h t s  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n  a n d  m e d i t a t i o n ,  w h i c h  
s t r e n g t h e n  my p r a y e r  l i f e  and t h e  l ove  of my God a n d  n e i g h b o r .  

Sister M .  Ann C e c i l e  ( S y l v a n i a ,  O H )  
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Tithe P a y e r s  Reap B l e s s i n g s  ___._ - _ _ _ _ _  

E n c l o s e d  i s  o u r  t i t h e .  My husband w a s  j u s t  awarded  a 2 0 %  raise-- 
severa l  mon ths  e a r l i e r  t h a n  h i s  a n n u a l  r a i s e  w a s  s c h e d u l e d !  ( R a t h e r  
u n u s u a l  f o r  a 2 0 %  r a i s e  t h e s e  d a y s ! )  A few weeks l a t e r  he  r e c e i v e d  
a "bonus"  check--a  n i c e  b i g  one!!  W e  e n j o y  h e l p i n g  the Work of t h e  
L i v i n g  God. 

W e  have moved a l o t  so  e v e r y  t i m e  w e  buy a h o u s e ,  w e  l o o k  f o r  t h e  
b e s t  buy f o r  resa le  v a l u e .  Somehow w e  a l w a y s  f i n d  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  a r e  
be low p r i c e  a n d  up  i n  v a l u e !  

J u s t  t h o u g h t  I ' d  w r i t e  t h e  above  t o  l e t  you know o u r  good f o r t u n e  
a n d  how God h e l p s  u s  h e l p  t h e  Work! 

J u l i e  B o b  & L e e  G i l b e r t  ( M t .  A i r y ,  MD) 

I w i s h  t o  i n f o r m  you t h a t  my s a v i n g s  bond h a s  j u s t  won a p r i z e ,  so 
I t h i n k  i t  i s  p r o p e r  f o r  m e  t o  g i v e  a t e n t h  o f  i t  f o r  t h e  Work of 
God. E a r l i e r ,  I had b e e n  a s k i n g  G o d  t o  h e l p  my f a m i l y  g o  t h r o u g h  
o u r  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s ,  and  God answered  m e  i n  a way I l e a s t  e x p e c t e d .  
I t h a n k  God f o r  H i s  g o o d n e s s  a n d  w o n d e r f u l  way of a n s w e r i n g  my p r a y e r .  

E m i l i o  B .  Que  ( I s a b e l a ,  P h i l i p p i n e s )  

God h a s  b l e s s e d  m e  by  making it p o s s i b l e  t o  buy a b r a n d  new h o u s e .  
T h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  a y e a r  a g o  I n e v e r  dreamed would happen .  I n  
f a c t  I n e v e r  e v e n  hoped it would happen .  P a y i n g  t i t h e s  i s  wha t  d i d  
i t .  

J u a n i t a  C a t l e t t  ( S u l t a n ,  WA) 

P l e a s e  a c c e p t  my s m a l l  t i t h e .  God h a s  t r u l y  r e w a r d e d  m e .  S h o r t l y  
a f t e r  s e n d i n g  i n  my l a s t  t i t h e ,  I w a s  b u r n i n g  s o m e  o l d  b i r t h d a y  
c a r d s ,  and  w h i l e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  them I found t h e  e x a c t  s a m e  amount 
(I t h i n k )  t h a t  I had s e n t  i n  s i n c e  I began  t i t h i n g .  T r u l y  God i s  

G r e a t .  

J o h n  P .  ( C o r n e r  Brook ,  N f l d . ,  Canada)  

P l e a s e  f i n d  e n c l o s e d  o u r  l a t e s t  t i t h e  c h e c k .  W e  would l i k e  you t o  
know t h a t  s i n c e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  t i t h e  r e c e n t l y ,  it h a s  b e e n  a r e a l  
t h r i l l  t o  f i n d  G o d  h e l p i n g  u s  i n  many l i t t l e  ways f i n a n c i a l l y .  Our 
c a s h  i n  hand g e t s  s t r e t c h e d  e f f o r t l e s s l y  e v e r y  week. W e  h a v e  j u s t  
r e c e i v e d  a lump sum and  have  no h e s i t a t i o n  i n  a d d i n g  a t e n t h  o f  it 
t o  o u r  u s u a l  t i t h e .  T h i s  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  w e  would n o t  have f e l t  ab l e  
t o  d o  o n l y  a y e a r  a g o ,  h a v i n g  a young f a m i l y  and  t h i n k i n g  e v e r y  c e n t  
mus t  be c a r e f u l l y  g u a r d e d .  Now w e  are  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  where  f i n a n c i a l  
wor r i e s ,  f rom b e i n g  n e a r  t h e  t o p  of t h e  l i s t ,  a r e  s c a r c e l y  r e f e r r e d  
t o .  Each  d a y  c a n  be f a c e d  w i t h  a s e n s e  o f  g r a t i t u d e  knowing t h a t  i n  
t h i s  and  o t h e r  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  areas  o f  o u r  l i v e s  God i s  showing H i s  
hand .  

K . M .  (Auck land ,  N e w  Z e a l a n d )  

--JOE TKACH,  MINISTERIAL SERVICES 
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LEGAL BATTLE FAR FROM OVER --- 

by 

S t a n l e y  R. Rader 

P a s a d e n a ,  F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1 9 8 1  

The l e g a l  b a t t l e  i s  f a r  f rom o v e r  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e r a l  d i s m i s s e d  h i s  l a w s u i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Worldwide Church  of G o d  a n d  a l l  
o t h e r  p a r t i e s  o n  October 1 5 ,  1980.  W e  a r e  s t i l l  d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  liti- 
g a t i o n  i n  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  m a t t e r s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l a w s u i t .  

W e  h a v e  j u s t  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Supreme C o u r t  f o r  a h e a r i n g  
a f t e r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  d e n i e d  a p e t i t i o n  i n  wh ich  w e  a s k e d  
t h a t  i t  ( t h e  D i c t r i c t  C o u r t  of A p p e a l s )  c l a r i f y  t h e  o r d e r  t h a t  it p r e v i -  
o u s l y  e n t e r e d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  r e q u e s t  t h a t  o u r  a p p e a l  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  moot .  [ R e c a l l  t h a t  e a r l y  i n  1979  w e  a p p e a l e d  c e r t a i n  d e c i s i o n s  
made i n  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  i n s t a l l i n g  a r e c e i v e r .  The - a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  l a t e r  
d i s m i s s e d  t h e  l a w s u i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Church .  Then t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  
a p p l i e d  t c  t h e  a p p e a l s  c o u r t  t o  have  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  a p p e a l  d i s m i s s e d  t o o . ]  

I t  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  u s  t o  have  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  s t a t e  
c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  o r d e r s  impos ing  a r e c e i v e r ,  a n  i n j u n c t i o n ,  
e t c . ,  w e r e  d i s s o l v e d  by t h e  d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  a c t i o n  and  t h e  
r e q u e s t  f o r  d i s m i s s a l  o f  o u r  a p p e a l .  I n  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  a l l  o f  o u r  c o u n s e l ,  
t h i s  was a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  u s  t o  a v o i d  o u r  a d v e r s a r i e s  f rom c l a i m i n g  
c o l l a t e r a l  e s t o p p e l  i n  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  now p e n d i n g  o r  t h a t  m i g h t  be p e n d i n g  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  [ " C o l l a t e r a l  e s t o p p e l "  means t h a t  c e r t a i n  d e c i s i o n s  made 
i n  o n e  c o u r t  a r e  b i n d i n g  o n  a n o t h e r  c o u r t  on a l l  t h e  same i s s u e s . ]  

H i l l e l  Chodos,  t h e  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  r e l a t o r s ,  i n  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  
mot ion  h a s  a p p e a l e d  t h e  d i s m i s s a l  by t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l .  But a g a i n  t h e  
D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  of A p p e a l s  h a s  r e b u f f e d  u s  and  o u r  r e q u e s t  t h a t  h i s  a p p e a l  
be  d i s m i s s e d  f o r  l a c k  o f  s t a n d i n g  [ l a c k  o f  l e g a l  r i g h t  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  
d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  l a w s u i t  by  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ] .  W e  a r e  now p r e p a r i n g  
a p e t i t i o n  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r  f o r  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Supreme C o u r t .  The m a t t e r s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e c e i v e r s h i p  c o s t s  and  t h e  r e c e i v e r ' s  f e e s  a n d  l e g a l  fees 
c l a i m e d  by  Chodos and  o t h e r s  are  s t i l l  p e n d i n g  i n  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  c o u r t s  o f  
C a l i f o r n i a .  

W e  a r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of p r e p a r i n g  o u r  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a c t i o n  i n  
f ede ra l  c o u r t  wh ich  may u l t i m a t e l y  b e  t h e  o n l y  way f o r  t h e  Church  t o  be 
v i n d i c a t e d  o f  t h e  i l l e g a l ,  u n l a w f u l  and  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a t t a c k  by  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a .  

Meanwhile i n  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n  e f f o r t  w i l l  b e  made t o  t a c k  
on amendments t o  t h e  P e t r i s  B i l l  b e f o r e  it becomes e f f e c t i v e  i n  J u n e .  A 
J e w i s h  f e d e r a t i o n  i s  s e e k i n g  a s p o n s o r  i n  t h e  a s s e m b l y  f o r  a whole  ser ies  
of amendments wh ich  wou ld ,  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  n u l l i f y  t h e  P e t r i s  
Bill. W e  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  a r e  w a t c h i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  
a s  c a r e f u l l y  a s  w e  c a n  and  y o u r  p r a y e r s  are  n e e d e d .  
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AN ANNIVERSARY I N  MANILA 

Another  h i g h l i g h t  of t h e  r e c e n t  s u c c e s s f u l  v i s i t  by God ' s  A p o s t l e  t o  
Manila  w a s  a 3 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  d i n n e r  t h a t  M r .  Armstrong h o s t e d  i n  t h e  
Champagne R o o m  o f  t h e  Mani la  H o t e l  f o r  my w i f e  and m e  i n  remembrance 
of o u r  3 0 t h  wedding a n n i v e r s a r y .  

I t  was a n  u n b e l i e v a b l y  b e a u t i f u l  e v e n i n g  and t o  borrow a p h r a s e ,  "A 
n i g h t  t o  b e  l o n g  remembered." M r .  Armstrong,  and of c o u r s e  h i s  w i f e  
Ramona, w e r e  h o s t  and h o s t e s s .  A s p e c i a l  c a k e  had been o r d e r e d  by M r .  
Armstrong f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  A s t r i n g  o r c h e s t r a  p l a y e d  t h e  e n t i r e  
e v e n i n g ,  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  a t  o u r  t a b l e  and M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  
s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  Mary E l l e n  Dah lg ren ,  was pu r suaded  by m e  t o  s i n g .  Many 
of you are p r o b a b l y  unaware that she h a s  an unbelievably beautiful 
v o i c e .  (The n e x t  day  w e  w e r e  s i t t i n g  f o r  a few moments a t  t h e  p o o l  
e n j o y i n g  t h e  e a r l y  morning sun  and a woman, who w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  s i t t i n g  
w i t h  h e r  husband a c r o s s  t h e  crowded room, ment ioned  what  a b e a u t i f u l  
p a r t y  somebody w a s  h a v i n g  t h a t  even ing  i n  t h e  Champagne R o o m  and what  
a m a g n i f i c e n t  v o i c e  s h e  had h e a r d  a c r o s s  t h e  room.) A l s o  p r e s e n t  were 
o t h e r s  on M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  s t a f f  f o r  t h e  t r i p :  M r .  J ohn  K i n e s t o n ,  M r .  
Henry Cornwa l l ,  M r .  J o s e p h  Kotora, C a p t a i n  B l a c k ,  E i l e n e  McManus and 
Peggy G i g s t a d .  

T h i s  i s  t h e  t h i r d  memorable a n n i v e r s a r y  t h a t  I have  had t h e  good f o r t u n e  
t o  spend i n  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  company a s  h i s  g u e s t .  My w i f e  and I cele- 
b r a t e d  b o t h  o u r  2 0 t h  and o u r  2 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r i e s  w i t h  him and o t h e r  g u e s t s  
i n  h i s  home i n  Pasadena .  

- - S t a n l e y  R .  Rader 

WHY THE PLAIN TRUTH AND CORRESPONDENCE COURSE ARE SOMETIMES LATE 

O c c a s i o n a l l y  w e  r e c e i v e  l e t t e r s  or c a l l s  from p e o p l e  conce rned  t h a t  t h e i r  
PLAIN TRUTH a n d / o r  Correspondence  Course l e s s o n  are  l a t e  i n  a r r i v i n g .  
The re  may be s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s .  

The P L A I N  TRUTH i s  mailed d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  p r i n t e r  i n  Glasgow, Kentucky 
around t h e  f i r s t  week of e a c h  month. W e  s c h e d u l e  t o  send  t h e  Corres- 
pondence Course  on t h e  1 5 t h  o f  t h e  month. T o  s a v e  t h e  Work m i l l i o n s  o f  
d o l l a r s  e a c h  y e a r ,  The PLAIN TRUTH i s  s e n t  by s e c o n d - c l a s s  m a i l  and t h e  
Correspondence  Course  by t h i r d - c l a s s .  T h i s  way t h e  p o s t a g e  cos ts  a r e  o n l y  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 1 / 2 C  p e r  i t e m  m a i l e d .  If  ma i l ed  f i r s t - c l a s s ,  The P L A I N  
TRUTH would cos t  54C a p i e c e  and e a c h  Correspondence  Course  l e s s o n  would 
be 41C. While f i r s t - c l a s s  m a i l  i s  u s u a l l y  d e l i v e r e d  i n  f o u r  t o  f i v e  d a y s ,  
t h i r d - c l a s s  d e l i v e r i e s  may r e q u i r e  1 0  t o  1 8  d a y s  o r  l o n g e r .  

On o c c a s i o n ,  o t h e r  U . S .  p o s t a l  problems may r e s u l t  i n  d e l a y s ;  f o r  example,  
m a i l  b e i n g  m i s - s o r t e d  o r  m i s - r o u t e d .  I n  s u c h  cases ,  t h e  m a i l  may t a k e  
a n o t h e r  w e e k  t o  a r r i v e .  Also, m a i l  i s  sometimes d e l a y e d  t h r o u g h  s e a s o n a l  
r u s h e s  ( s u c h  as Xmas) o r  because  of bad w e a t h e r .  S c a r c e l y  e v e r  i s  m a i l  
s imply  l o s t .  I f  a wrapper  comes off and i s  s e p a r a t e d  from a Correspon-  
dence  Course  l e s s o n ,  t h e  wrapper  i s  r e t u r n e d  t o  u s .  W e  t h e n  r e s e n d  t h e  
l e s s o n .  Thus ,  e r r a t i c  d e l i v e r i e s  are  o u t s i d e  t h e  Work ' s  c o n t r o l .  
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S h o u l d  members e x p e r i e n c e  a n y  d i f f i c u l t y  w h a t s o e v e r  i n  
r e c e i v i n g  The PLAIN TRUTH, C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  C o u r s e  l e s s o n s ,  
o r  a n y  o t h e r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  w e  would l i k e  t o  know a b o u t  t h e  
p rob lem a s  soon  as  p o s s i b l e .  P l e a s e  w r i t e  t o  t h e  M a i l  
P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r ,  o r  c a l l  i n  on o u r  t o l l - f r e e  number and  
i n f o r m  u s .  W e  c o n t i n u a l l y  m o n i t o r  o u r  s y s t e m s  t o  provide 
t h e  best  p o s s i b l e  service f o r  a l l  o u r  r e a d e r s .  

- -R icha rd  R i c e ,  M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

GERMAN "WIRTSCHAFTSWUNDER" GRINDS TO A HALT A f t e r  d e c a d e s  o f  r e m a r k a b l e  
economic g r o w t h ,  W e s t  Germany i s  i n  t r o u b l e .  The fab led  " W i r t s c h a f t -  
swnder" - -Economic  M i r a c l e - - h a s  p l a y e d  o u t .  The F e d e r a l  R e p u b l i c ' s  
economy w i l l  a t  b e s t  s t a g n a t e  i n  1 9 8 1 .  More l i k e l y ,  B o n n ' s  GNP w i l l  
s h r i n k  by  o n e  p e r c e n t .  

--- 

-- 

Unemployment, now s t a n d i n g  a t  1 . 3  m i l l i o n ,  c o u l d  r i se  d u r i n g  1 9 8 1  t o  i t s  
h i g h e s t  level i n  3 0  y e a r s .  I n f l a t i o n ,  s t i l l  l o w  by  c u r r e n t  U.S. and  
B r i t i s h  s t a n d a r d s ,  h a s  c r e p t  up t o  a b o u t  s i x  p e r  c e n t .  

The huge  b a l a n c e  of paymen t s  s u r p l u s e s  o f  t h e  p a s t  a r e  b u t  a f a d i n g  mem-  
o r y ,  r e p l a c e d  by what  l o o k s  t o  be  a s u c c e s s i o n  of mammoth d e f i c i t s .  The 
d e f i c i t  f o r  1980  was a r o u n d  $ 1 6  b i l l i o n ,  l a r g e s t  ever f o r  a n y  c o u n t r y .  
F o r  1 9 8 1 ,  t h e  p i c t u r e  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  less  d i s n a l .  

The W e s t  German economy's  p o o r  showing i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  s l u m p i n g  v a l u e  
of t h e  d e u t s c h e  mark ,  wh ich  has l o s t  20% of i t s  v a l u e  a g a i n s t  t h e  d o l l a r  
i n  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  months  a l o n e .  (When I w a s  i n  Germany i n  October ,  t h e  
d o l l a r  w a s  w o r t h  be tween  1 . 7 5  and 1 . 8 0  marks .  I t  was t r a d i n g  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  week of F e b r u a r y  f o r  a r o u n d  2 . 1 5 . )  The a d v e n t  of t h e  Reagan a d m i n i s -  
t r a t i o n  and  c o n t i n u e d  h i g h  i n t e r e s t  r a tes  i n  t h e  U .S . ,  s u c k i n g  i n  German 
i n v e s t m e n t  f u n d s ,  have  a l s o  p l a y e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  ro les  i n  t h e  m a r k ' s  de- 
c l i n e .  N o w ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  West German h i s t o r y ,  t h e r e  i s  e v e n  
s p e c u l a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t r o u b l e d  mark c o u l d  be d e v a l u e d .  

W e s t  German o f f i c i a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Economics M i n i s t e r  Count  O t t o  L a m b s d o r f f ,  
h a v e  been w a r n i n g  t h e  German p u b l i c  l a t e l y  t h a t  t h e  d a y s  of ease and  
p l e n t y  are  over ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  now, and  t h a t  some b e l t - t i g h t e n i n g  r ea l i sm 
i s  l o n g  o v e r d u e .  P a r t i c u l a r  f o c u s  h a s  been  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  a v e r a g e  German ' s  
" w a n d e r l u s t " - - h i s  d e s i r e  t o  t r a v e l .  N o  o t h e r  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  spend  a s  
much o n  f o r e i g n  v a c a t i o n s .  The n e t  d e f i c i t  o f  t o u r i s m  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  
R e p u b l i c ' s  b a l a n c e - o f - p a y m e n t s  p rob lem i s  s t a g g e r i n g .  J a u n t s  t o  t h e  
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  b e a c h e s ,  s k i i n g  i n  t h e  A l p s  and  more e x o t i c  g l o b e - t r o t t i n g  
v e n t u r e s  cos t  t h e  German economy a s t a g g e r i n g  DM 37 b i l l i o n  ($19  b i l l i o n )  
i n  1980.  S i n c e  f o r e i g n  t o u r i s t s  s p e n t  o n l y  a b o u t  DM 1 2  b i l l i o n  ( $ 7  b i l -  
l i o n )  i n  West Germany i n  r e t u r n ,  t h a t  left a d e f i c i t  of DM 2 5  b i l l i o n - -  
a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  n e a r l y  a l l  of Bonn ' s  b a l a n c e  o f  payments  d e f i c i t  of DM 2 8  
b i l l i o n .  
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C r i t i c s  o f  t h e  W e s t  German economy a l s o  p o i n t  a n  a c c u s i n g  f i n g e r  t o  t h e  
f a s t - r i s i n g  c u r v e  of we l fa re  s p e n d i n g .  W e s t  Germany h a s  been  c l o s e l y  
p a t t e r n i n g  Sweden ' s  c r a d l e - t o - g r a v e  w e l f a r e  s y s t e m .  W e l f a r e  now consumes 
30% o f  B o n n ' s  GNP, up  f rom 2 0 %  i n  1960 .  

P u b l i c  ( g o v e r n m e n t a l )  d e b t  h a s  s o a r e d  f rom 2 0 %  o f  GNP i n  1 9 7 0  t o  a b o u t  
35%.  Recen t  German g o v e r n m e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  we l fa re -minded  S o c i a l  
Democrats, h a v e  shown l i t t l e  i n c l i n a t i o n  i n  s t r i v i n g  f o r  b a l a n c e d  b u d g e t s ,  
d i s t u r b i n g  c o n s e r v a t i v e  b a n k i n g  c i rc les .  

On t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  German laborer  now works  less t h a n  
anyone  e l se  i n  t h e  Wes te rn  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r l d .  A d j u s t i n g  f o r  l e g a l  h o l i -  
d a y s ,  t h e  J a p a n e s e  work a 38 .8  h o u r  week, and  Amer icans  are down t o  35 
h o u r s ;  t h e  W e s t  Germans now work o n l y  31 .6  h o u r s .  An a n n u a l  v a c a t i o n  o f  
s i x  weeks i s  t h e  r u l e .  So many German w o r k e r s  now combine f i v e  o r  s i x  of 
t h e i r  v a c a t i o n  d a y s  w i t h  r e g u l a r  C h r i s t m a s  and  N e w  Year h o l i - d a y s  t h a t  many 
W e s t  German p l a n t s  now e l e c t  t o  s h u t  down f o r  a b o u t  a two-week p e r i o d  a t  
y e a r ' s  end .  A b s e n t e e i s m  c l a i m s  8 . 4 %  o f  s c h e d u l e d  work t i m e ,  compared t o  
3.5% i n  t h e  U . S .  

A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  it i s  es t imated  t h a t  labor  c o s t s  i n  W e s t  
Germany, i n c l u d i n g  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s ,  now top  t h o s e  i n  America by a b o u t  2 5  
p e r  c e n t .  ( S t i l l ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  ha l lowed  German work e t h i c ,  
German worke r  morale o n  t h e  j o b  i s  s t i l l  h i g h .  W e s t  German p r o d u c t i v i t y  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  r ise ,  i n c r e a s i n g  by 4 . 1 %  i n  1 9 7 9 . )  

A l l  i n  a l l ,  t h e  bloom i s  o f f  Germany ' s  economic rose. W o r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e  
f e d e r a l  gove rnmen t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  d e b t  b u r d e n  and  welfare load ,  i s  f a r  
less able  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  stress d u r i n g  bad t i m e s  t h a n  it s h o u l d  be,  s i m p l y  
b e c a u s e  it had gone  on a s p e n d i n g  b i n g e  d u r i n g  t h e  good y e a r s .  

F r a n z  J o s e f  S t r a u s s ,  t h e  f o r m e r  f i n a n c e  m i n i s t e r ,  c h a r g e d  r e c e n t l y  i n  
P a r l i a m e n t  t h a t  t h e  government  had r u n  t h e  c o u n t r y  so d e e p  i n t o  d e b t  t h a t  
it had l o s t  room t o  maneuver .  

Thus ,  t h e  woes and  worr ies  mount f o r  C h a n c e l l o r  Helmut S c h m i d t .  

--Gene H .  Hogberg ,  N e w s  Bureau  


