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ALL SPORTS ARE NOT BANNED -- 
by 

Herbert  W. Armst rong  

Some of t h e  y o u t h s  a t  t h e  s e c o n d  C a m p  a t  O r r ,  M i n n e s o t a  may h a v e  
m i s u n d e r s t o o d  w h a t  I s a i d  t o  them a b o u t  COMPETITION. 

T r u l y ,  COMPETITION, n o t  c o o p e r a t i o n  i s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  S a t a n  innocu-  
l a tes  i n t o  human minds .  Bu t  t h a t  d o e s  NOT mean a l l  s p o r t s  a re  wrong or  
banned  i n  G o d ' s  Church ,  Col lege  a n d  s c h o o l s .  

The LAW O F  GOD i s  t h e  way of r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  S i n  i s  t h e  t r a n s g r e s -  
s i o n  of t h e  L a w .  The L a w  of G o d  is g i v e n  u s  i n  t he  b r o a d e s t  p r i n c i p l e  
and  a l so  m a g n i f i e d  i n t o  t h e  Ten Commandments, and  e v e n  i n t o  many f u r t h e r  
s p e c i f i c  commands t h a t  are m e r e l y  m a g n i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  PRINCIPLES o f  t h e  
Ten Commandments. God e x p e c t s  u s - - th rough  H i s  S p i r i t  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  
U N D E R S T A N D I N G - - t o  APPLY t h e s e  PRINCIPLES o f  H i s  Law t o  s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n s .  

The bas ic  L a w  i s  LOVE, o u t f l o w i n g  toward God above a l l  e l se ,  and  
s e c o n d a r i l y  "Thou s h a l t  love t h y  n e i g h b o r  a s  t h y s e l f .  '' 

T o  HAPJI t h e  other f e l l o w ,  and  t o  g a i n  by  so d o i n g  f o r  SELF, i s  a 
k i n d  of c o m p e t i t i o n  t h a t  i s  wrong. H o s t i l i t y  t oward  t h e  o t h e r  i s  s i n .  
T o  g e t  t h e  best  of a n o t h e r  i n  a d e a l  f o r  o n e ' s  own b e n e f i t  i s  wrong.  

Suppose  you are  a n  a r ch i t ec t  l a y i n g  o u t  a go l f  c o u r s e .  The o n e  
who w i n s  a t  g o l f  i s  n o t  t h e  o n e  who GETS t h e  m o s t  by  t a k i n g  i t  away f rom 
t h e  o t h e r .  I n  g o l f  t h e  p l a y e r  d o e s  n o t  p r e v e n t  t h e  o t h e r  f rom d o i n g  h i s  
or h e r  b e s t .  The a r c h i t e c t  who d e s i g n s  a n d  l a y s  o u t  t h e  p l a n s  fo r  b u i l d -  
i n g  a g o l f  c o u r s e  i s  n o t  h r e a k i n s  G o d ' s  L a w  when h e  d e s i g n s  s a n d t r a p s ,  
s m a l l  l a k e s  o r  p o o l s ,  o r  l e a v e s  c e r t a i n  t rees  t o  HELP t h e  p l a y e r  t o  i n -  
crease h i s  s k i l l .  T h e s e  h a z a r d s  h u r t  no  o n e ,  b u t  a re  a n  i n c e n t i v e  and  
h e l p ,  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  s k i l l .  

Two men o r  women--or s e v e r a l - - i n  a race are  n o t  ha rming  t h e  o t h e r  
r u n n e r s  i f  t h e y  r u n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r u l e s .  The A p o s t l e  P a u l  u s e s  win-  
n i n g  a race as  a n  example  o f  a C h r i s t i a n  d e v e l o p i n g  c h a r a c t e r .  

Q 

S o ,  g o l f  i s  n o t  a wrong c o m p e t i t i o n - - n o r  i s  a n y  race a t  a n y  d i s t a n c e  
o r  h u r d l e  race, o r  long jump, h i g h  jump, p o l e  v a u l t  o r  o t h e r  f i e l d  compe- 
t i t i o n  i n  a t r a c k  and  f i e l d  m e e t .  A t  Ambassador w e  h a v e  banned  t h e  
hammer t h r o w  b e c a u s e  i t  m i g h t  e n d a n g e r  o t h e r s - - b u t  n o t  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a 
wrong or u n f a i r  c o m p e t i t i o n .  

Now t a k e  b a s k e t b a l l .  G u a r d i n g  on  d e f e n s e  i s ,  i f  w i t h i n  t h e  r u l e s ,  
t h e  same i n  p r i n c i p l e  as t h e  s a n d t r a p ,  c lump of trees,  or  pond on  a gol f  
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c o u r s e .  The r u l e s  make i t  a f o u l  i f  a d e f e n s i v e  p l a y e r  p r e v e n t s  a s h o t  
by a c t u a l  body c o n t a c t  o r  h o l d i n g .  I f  b a s k e t b a l l  i s  p l a y e d  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  t h e  r u l e s  I N  A R I G H T  ATTITUDE,  i t  c a n  b e  a v e r y  i n v i g o r a t i n g ,  e n j o y -  
a b l e  game n o t  v i o l a t i n g  God ' s  L a w .  A l l  depends  on t h e  ATTITUDE o f  t h e  
p l a y e r s .  

I n  i n t e r s c h o o l  o r  i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  o r  t h e  p r o  game, t h e  
ATTITUDE too o f t e n  i s  BAD. When i t  is--when t h e r e  i s  a s p i r i t  o f  
HOSTILITY toward  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e - - t h e n  i t  does  break God 's  Law. There-  
f o r e ,  a t  Ambassador Col lege and i n  God's  Church,  c o m p e t i t i o n  a g a i n s t  
t h o s e  o u t s i d e  t h e  Church,  o r  i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a t  Ambassador 
i s  BANNED! 

Behind my back when I w a s  away from Pasadena  a l l  b u t  a b o u t  60  d a y s  
i n  a y e a r ,  o t h e r s  w i t h o u t  my knowledge o r  c o n s e n t  g a t  Ambassador i n t o  
i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  c o m p e t i t i o n .  THE RESULTS WERE BAD! T h a t  i s  O F F I C I A L L Y  
BANNED from now on .  

But  b e f o r e  t h a t ,  i n  i n t r a m u r a l  games be tween o u r  own c lasses ,  a 
GOOD SPIRIT w a s  shown, and  even an o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c a l l  by an  o f f i c i a l  w a s  
n o t  y e l l e d  a t  o r  r e c e i v e d  i n  h o s t i l e  a t t i t u d e .  

Boxing i s  d e f i n i t e l y  BANNED. God d i d  n o t  d e s i g n  and create t h e  
human b r a i n  and  head  t o  b e  pummeled and knocked s e n s e l e s s  by a n  a n t a -  
g o n i s t .  

Wherever a game i n  s p o r t s  i n v o l v e s  ANTAGONISTS--in HOSTILE ATTITUDE 
t o  harm t h e  o t h e r  and/or  t o  "GET" from t h e  o t h e r - - t o  ge t  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  
o t h e r - - t h e n  a h a r m f u l ,  S a t a n i c  and  e v i l  a t t i t u d e  e n t e r s  i n ,  and t h e  s p o r t  
i s  E V I L ,  n o t  good.  

- -  

S o m e t i m e s  t h e r e  i s  a f i n e  l i n e  between what  i s  w i t h i n  and what  i s  
o u t s i d e  God ' s  L a w .  

B a s k e t b a l l  i s  such  a s p o r t .  So i s  f o o t b a l l ,  (American f o o t b a l l ) ,  
b u t  b e c a u s e  f o o t b a l l  i s  s u c h  a v i o l e n t  body c o n t a c t  s p o r t ,  i t  TOO OFTEN 
i s  p l a y e d  i n  an  ATTITUDE OF HOSTILITY, and i s  too DANGEROUS and f r a u g h t  
w i t h  PHYSICAL I N J U R Y .  T h e r e f o r e  it must  b e  BANNED so  f a r  a s  p a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  by God's  Church or p e o p l e  i s  conce rned .  

S o c c e r  d o e s  n o t  embody t h e  same e v i l s .  

Basebal l ,  s o f t b a l l ,  v o l l e y b a l l ,  w h i l e  c o m p e t i t i v e ,  do n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
i n v o l v e  HOSTILITY, harm t o  o t h e r s ,  o r  t r y i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  opponen t  f r o m  
d o i n g  h i s  best. When p l a y e d  i n  God's  a t t i t u d e  toward o t h e r s  t h e s e  a re  
a c c e p t a b l e  and  NOT banned .  c 

The same i s  t r u e  o f  t e n n i s .  I n  p r o  t e n n i s ,  i n  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s ,  
t h e r e  have  been  t w o  or t h r e e  "bad guys"  who have b r o u g h t  unsportsman- 
s h i p  o n t o  t h e  c o u r t s .  But  t e n n i s  as t r a d i t i o n a l l y  p l a y e d  i s  a c l e a n  
s p o r t  and a c c e p t a b l e .  

T h i s  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  P R I N C I P L E  
o f  God's  Law t o  s p o r t s .  T h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  w i t h  a n  a t t i t u d e  of  HOS- 
T I L I T Y  toward  t h e  opponen t  i s  e v i l .  T h a t  which HARMS m e n t a l l y  o r  
p h y s i c a l l y  an  opponen t  i s  e v i l .  
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S a t a n  i s  t h e  a u t h o r  of  COMPETITION based on h o s t i l i t y ,  harm t o  t h e  
opponen t ,  G E T T I N G  by t a k i n g  FROM a n  opponent - - to  h i s  harm o r  l o s s .  

God ' s  way i s  LOVE TOWARD ne ighbor  e q u a l  t o  l o v e  of  s e l f .  

Compe t i t i on  i n  b u s i n e s s  which TAKES FROM or  HARMS t h e  c o m p e t i t o r  
i s  e v i l  c o m p e t i t i o n .  Compe t i t i on  which HELPS t h e  opponent  by s t i m u l a t i n g  
him t o  do h i s  b e s t  o r  t o  do b e t t e r ,  b u t  does  n o t  harm-- ra ther  b e n e f i t s  
t h e  opponen t - - i s  h e a l t h y  c o m p e t i t i o n .  So c o m p e t i t i o n  can  be E V I L ,  o r  
GOOD, depend ing  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  a t t i t u d e  i n  which i t  i s  p a r t i c i p a t e d .  

The v e r y  name SATAN means "Adver sa ry . "  But  S a t a n  i s  a n  E V I L  
a d v e r s a r y ,  who desires  t o  HARM--who h a s  a s p i r i t  o f  H O S T I L I T Y .  I f  i t  
h a s  G O D ' S  S P I R I T  o f  "GIVE"--help, e n c o u r a g e ,  c o - o p e r a t e ,  s t i m u l a t e  f o r  
GOOD, b a s e d  on a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  L O V E - - i t  i s  r i g h t ,  n o t  wrong. 

FROM M I N I S T E R I A L  S E R V I C E S  

A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program 

Dear M r .  Armstrong:  

My w i f e  and I are  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  hav ing  been i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  t h i r d  
M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. A f t e r  r e a d i n g  t h e  f i n e  comments of t h o s e  
who had t a k e n  p a r t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  s e s s i o n s ,  w e  came i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  
and w i t h  g r e a t  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  They were more t h a n  f u l f i l l e d !  

W e  a re  e s p e c i a l l y  impressed  w i t h  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n ,  l o y a l t y ,  and h u m i l i t y  
of t h o s e  you have chosen  t o  i n s t r u c t  u s .  The classes a re  meaty: l e a v i n g  
u s  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  p r a c t i c a l  s c r i p t u r a l  g u i d a n c e  f o r  o u r  m i n i s t r y .  Ques-  
t i o n s  t o  which w e  had r e c e i v e d  e i t h e r  c o n f l i c t i n g  or  no answers  i n  t h e  
7 0 s  are now b e i n g  answered  f o r t h r i g h t l y .  

W e  t h a n k  God d a i l y  f o r  r a i s i n g  you back up t o  t u r n  H i s  Church a round .  
Thank you f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  a n  i n t e n s i v e  s t r u g g l e  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  Church 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  God's Word. The good f r u i t  i s  everywhere  e v i d e n t .  

Re f re shed  a p t l y  terms how w e  f e e l  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  s e s s i o n s .  We're l o o k i n g  
forward t o  p u t t i n g  it i n t o  p r a c t i c e .  -9 

Dave and Linda  F i e d l e r  

Dear M r .  Armstrong:  

M r .  Armstrong,  t h a n k  you so much fo r  a l l o w i n g  m e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  second 
M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. I t  w a s  my f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  be on 
Ambassador Campus as a s t u d e n t .  
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L a s t  S a b b a t h ,  I s h a r e d  my e n t h u s i a s m  w i t h  t h e  Peor ia  and  Macomb con-  
g r e g a t i o n s  as  I t o l d  how f i n e  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  i s  a t  Ambassador and  how 
e n c o u r a g i n g  i t  w a s  t o  b e  t a u g h t  t h e  b a s i c  f o u n d a t i o n a l  t r u t h s  by  d e d i -  
c a t e d  men o f  God. 

Response  from t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  p o s i t i v e :  t h e r e  w a s  a g a i n  
a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  g r a t i t u d e  t h a t  God h a s  r a i s e d  you up t o  s e t  t h e  Church  
and Co l l ege  o n  t h e  r i g h t  p a t h .  The b r e t h r e n  are  s o l i d l y  b e h i n d  y o u ,  Mr. 
Arms t rong .  They w a n t  t o  do  wha t  i s  r i g h t  and  w e l c o m e  s t r o n g  l e a d e r s h i p .  

The o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  become b e t t e r  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  M r .  Tkach and  h i s  s t a f f  
w a s  r e a l l y  u p l i f t i n g .  

The s p i r i t  among t h e  m i n i s t e r s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  Program w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n s p i r i n g .  A s  a "home-grown" l oca l  e l d e r ,  I knew none o f  t h e  men 
p e r s o n a l l y  when t h e  s e s s i o n  b e g a n ,  b u t  by  t h e  end  I f e l t  a bond w i t h  
them a s  i f  w e  had  s p e n t  y e a r s  t o g e t h e r .  

T h m k s  a g a i n  f o r  t h i s  s p e c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g a i n  t h e  g r o u n d i n g  t o  
b e t t e r  s e r v e  God and  t h e  b r e t h r e n .  

B o b  D r u i e n  

C c a r  M r  . Arms t rong :  

Words c a n n o t  e x p r e s s  t o  you t h e  g r a t i t u d e  Marie and  I f e e l  f o r  b e i n g  
g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program.  

The s u b j e c t s  d i s c u s s e d  w e r e  ba s i c  and  c l e a r - - t h e  v e r y  f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e s  
of o u r  b e l i e f .  The men c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  program are o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  
and  d i s p l a y e d  n o t  o n l y  f i d e l i t y  t o  you and  God and  t h e  C h u r c h ,  b u t  t h e y  
a l s o  a re  t r u e  leaders ,  h a v i n g  p r o v e n  t h e i r  z e a l ,  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  love 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s .  

W e  c a n  see more c l e a r l y  now j u s t  how God i s  u s i n g  you and  t h i s  Church  t o  
h e  a f o u n t a i n h e a d  o f  knowledge  on e a r t h .  G o d ' s  t r u t h  h a s  b e e n  i n  t h e  
B i b l e  f o r  c e n t u r i e s .  S t i l l  God h a s  u s e d  y o u ,  and  i s  u s i n g  y o u ,  t o  make 
His t r u t h  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  t o  mankind .  Of c o u r s e  the "Living W a t e r s "  of 
God c a n n o t  be u n d e r s t o o d  w i t h o u t  God ' s  h e l p  a n d  H i s  S p i r i t .  Bu t  now God 
i s  u s i n g  you t h r o u g h  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  v i s i t s  a n d  s e r m o n s ,  y o u r  b o o k s ,  a r t i -  
c l e s  and  o t h e r  l i t e r a t u r e - - y e s ,  a n d  e v e n  y o u r  a d s  w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e r a l - - t o  make H i s  t r u t h  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  t o  a l l  who w i l l  l i s t e n  and  
read w i t h  a n  open  mind. Never a g a i n  c a n  man s a y ,  " W e  c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  
God ' s  Word." N o w  t h o s e  who r e a d  o u r  l i t e r a t u r e  a n 8  s t i l l  r e j ec t  t h e  
t r u t h  c a n  o n l y  s a y ,  " W e  d o n ' t  w a n t  -- t o  u n d e r s t a n d . "  God i s  making H i s  
t r u t h  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  w o r l d  t h r o u g h  you and  t h i s  Church ,  and  i t  i s  a 
g r e a t  honor  t o  b e  y o u r  co-worker  i n  t h i s  commiss ion  f rom God. 

The r e f r e s h i n g  program i s  t r u l y  r e f r e s h i n g  and  w i l l  h e l p  a l l  o f  u s  t o  do  
a b e t t e r  job.  C e r t a i n l y  m e m b e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  w i l l  a l s o  b e n e f i t  f rom 
wha t  w e  h a v e  l e a r n e d .  H o p e f u l l y  w e  m i n i s t e r s  w i l l  s t r i v e  more d i l i g e n t l y  
t h a n  ever  t o  h e l p  o u r  members e n v i s i o n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w e  h a v e  b e e n  
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g i v e n  t o  h e l p  t h e  wor ld  u n d e r s t a n d  God ' s  t r u t h .  And h o p e f u l l y  w e  w i l l  
a l l  work h a r d e r  t o  d o  o u r  i n d i v i d u a l  p a r t  i n  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  God ' s  coming 
Kingdom. 

Thanks a g a i n  f o r  t h e  r e f r e s h i n g  program and f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  you have  done 
f o r  u s  a l l .  W a r m  r e g a r d s  t o  M r s .  Armstrong. 

A r t  and Marie Docken 

Dear M r .  Armstrong: 

W e  would v e r y  much l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  o u r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
a t t e n d  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. You c e r t a i n l y  named it 
a p p r o p r i a t e l y  f o r  i t  w a s  t r u l y  a " r e f r e s h i n g "  e x p e r i e n c e .  Between t h e  
sumptuous o u t l a y  o f  s p i r i t u a l  g u i d a n c e  and e x h o r t a t i o n  and M r .  G r e e n ' s  
f a n c y - f i x i n ' ,  it w a s  l i k e  a three-week Feast  of T a b e r n a c l e s !  It  w a s  so 
e n c o u r a g i n g  t o  h e a r  f rom men who are  o b v i o u s l y  l o y a l  and d e d i c a t e d  
s e r v a n t s  o f  G o d  and c o n t i n u o u s l y  s u p p o r t i v e  of your  p o s i t i o n  and  work. 
W e  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  e n j o y e d  t h e  Program, b e n e f i t t e d  g r e a t l y  from it and 
are  even  more d e t e r m i n e d  t o  d o  o u r  p a r t  a s  your  a s s i s t a n t s .  Aga in ,  
t h a n k  you v e r y  much. 

Ken and Marki Smyl i e  

A S p e c i a l  Word of Thanks f o r  P r a y e r s  and Concern 

Dear M r .  Tkach and M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  S t a f f :  

I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  a moment o r  t w o  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
p r a y e r s  and  c o n c e r n  f o r  my w i f e  Donna a f t e r  h e r  r e c e n t  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  
s e v e r e d  a b o u t  one -ha l f  o f  h e r  o u t e r  ear .  D e s p e r a t e l y  d e s i r i n g  t h e  p raye i  
and s u p p o r t  from God ' s  p e o p l e ,  I t e l e p h o n e d  M r .  B l a c k w e l l  on a Wednesday 
a f t e r n o o n  a b o u t  what  had happened.  H e  gave  u s  r e a s s u r a n c e  of  God's  c a r e  
and sa id  h e  would men t ion  i t  t o  o t h e r s  t o  p r a y  a b o u t .  The re  w a s  no  b i g  
f a n f a r e ,  b u t  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  b o t h  my w i f e  and I have  
been j o y o u s l y  impressed  by t h e  c o n c e r n  of  p e o p l e  i n  Pasadena .  Each t i m e  
I have  c a l l e d  Pasadena s i n c e  t h e n ,  t h e  o p e r a t o r s  and p e r s o n n e l  a s k  a b o u t  
h e r  c o n d i t i o n .  

Much h a s  been s a i d  r e c e n t l y  a b o u t  t h e  change o f  s p i r i t  and a tmosphere  a t  
Pasadena  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  months.  The l o v e  and c o n c e r n  w e  have  r e c e i v e d  
f r o m  t h e  team a t  Pasadena  PROVES t o  u s  t h a t  God's S p i r i t  and a t t i t u d e  arc 
once  a g a i n  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  Work, s e t t i n g  u s  a l l  a n  example.  Thank 
you v e r y ,  v e r y  much. 

Roger and Donna A b e l s  
d 

Comment About B i b l e  S t u d y  Tape on G a l a t i a n s  3 & 4 

M r .  Armstrong,  I wanted t o  d r o p  you t h i s  q u i c k  n o t e  t o  l e t  you know t h a t  
a f t e r  I l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  t a p e  o f  t h e  s t u d y  you gave  on  G a l a t i a n s  3 & 4 ,  I 
had l e a r n e d  more a b o u t  t h e s e  c h a p t e r s  o f  t h e  B i b l e  t h a n  I had ever 
l e a r n e d  d u r i n g  and s i n c e  my y e a r s  a t  Ambassador C o l l e g e .  Thank you! 

Ralph O r r  
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Weekly Letter Comments 

B r e t h r e n  i n  i i e l d  c h u r c h e s  a re  m o s t  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  t h e  G-I1 v i s i t s  by 
m i n i s t e r s  f rom P a s a d e n a .  The d o c u m e n t a r y  on t h e  S t a t e ' s  a t t a c k ,  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  t h e  s e r m o n s ,  i n f o r m ,  e n c o u r a g e  and  i n s p i r e .  Members a l s o  whole-  
h e a r t e d l y  s u p p o r t  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  i n f o r m i n g  of t h e  p u b l i c  a b o u t  t h e  
S t a t e  vs .  Church  i s s u e  t h r o u g h  t h e  f u l l - p a g e  newspaper  a d s .  And r e a d e r s  
overseas e x p r e s s  t h e i r  t h r i l l  a t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  receive The PLAIN TRUTH. 
They see a r e m a r k a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween i t  and  o t h e r  m a g a z i n e s .  

M i n i s t e r i a l  V i s i t s  From P a s a d e n a  I n f o r m  and  I n s p i r e  

We a re  w r i t i n g  t o  s a y  a g i a n t  " t h a n k  you" for s e n d i n g  D r .  Kessler 
and  M r .  Whi t e  t o  s p e a k  t o  u s  l a s t  S a b b a t h .  I t  w a s  s p e c i a l  and  w e  
f e l t  r e a l l y  i n s p i r e d .  I t  w a s  a s  i f  w e  had  h e a r d  you ,  M r .  A rms t rong ,  
s p e a k  p e r s o n a l l y  t o  u s .  W e  a r e  a l s o  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  docu-  
u m e n t a r y  f i l m .  W e  w i l l  p r a y  t h a t  i t  bears  good f r u i t  i n  t h e  up- 
coming mon ths .  

--Ann Dean ( B u f f a l o ,  N.Y.) 

I t  w a s  w o n d e r f u l  t o  h e a r  M r .  Nef f  and  M r .  Dean h e r e  i n  Augus ta  and  
see t h e  f i l m  o n  what happened  a t  t h e  Col lege  and  what  t h e  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e r a l  d i d .  Those  d i s f e l l o w s h i p p e d  m e m b e r s  w i l l  some d a y  h a v e  t o  
a n s w e r  t o  God A l m i g h t y .  

- - M r s .  J o s e p h i n e  O l i v e r  ( G a r d i n e r ,  ME) 

I r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  o u r  r e c e n t  services w i t h  M r .  Dean B l a c k w e l l  and  
M r .  Aaron Dean. The  se rmon ,  t he  f i l m  and  t h e  q u e s t i o n - a n d - a n s w e r  
s e s s i o n  w e r e  v e r y  good.  Thank you so much f o r  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e .  

- - M r s .  I d a  R i c e  ( B u r t o n ,  M I )  

W e  a l l  m e t  t o g e t h e r  i n  C h i c a g o  t h i s  p a s t  S a b b a t h  a n d  had a v e r y  
f i n e  sermon f r o m  M r .  Rader. I a m  s u r e  e v e r y o n e  l e a r n e d  a l o t  from 
him a n d  w a s  ab l e  t o  g e t  t o  know him much be t t e r .  W e  a l s o  a p p r e c i a t e c  
t h e  f i l m  showing t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  t h e  S t a t e ' s  a t t a c k  o n  G o d ' s  Church  
and  t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  

- - M r .  & M r s .  Robert Warden ( C r e t e ,  I L )  

L a s t  S a b b a t h  w e  s a w  t h e  f i l m  on t h e  t a k e o v e r  of t h e  C o l l e g e  by t h e  
S t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a .  I t  i s  h a r d  t o  be l i eve  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h e s e  happen  
i n  a f r e e  c o u n t r y .  B u t ,  a s  w e  know, S a t a n  h a s  no  r e s t r a i n t s  o t h e r  
t h a n  when God d i r e c t l y  s t o p s  him. The f i l m  c e r t a i n l y  w a s  i n s p i r i n g  
and  e n c o u r a g i n g .  W e  are v e r y  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  see i t .  
A f t e r  t h e  f i l m ,  M r .  Dibar A p a r t i a n  g a v e  a most i n s p i r i n g  sermon.  

c 

- - M r .  & M r s .  Levi  T r o y e r  ( S u g a r  C r e e k ,  OH) 

Newspaper A d s  Have I m D a c t !  

I do n o t  have a T . V . ,  so  I d id  n o t  h e a r  Mike Wallace, b u t  I l i k e d  
t h e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  a s k i n g  him why d i d  n o t  n o t  t e l l  t h e  t u r t h .  I 
a l so  l i k e d  t h e  a d s  addressed t o  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l .  I c e r t a i n l y  
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a m  back of t h e  Church and d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  of t h e  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l !  G o d  allows t h e  Church to  struggle, b u t  there 
w i l l  a lways  b e  a Church of God! 

- - M r s .  Vera C a l l  (Doty ,  WA) 

I s a w  your  l a t e s t  ad i n  t h e  WN and I had t o  s a y  you s u r e l y  g e t  t o  
t h e  p o i n t  of t h e  matter. You l a y  t h e  " p l a i n  t r u t h "  b e f o r e  eve ryone  
showing t h a t  t h e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  you and M r .  Rader by t h e  a t t o r n e y  
g e n e r a l  are  based on o u t r i g h t  l ies! 

--Glen G r e e n f i e l d ,  ( G i r a r d ,  OH)  

W e  w e r e  v e r y  g l a d  t o  see your  open l e t t e r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  a d d r e s s e d  
t o  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .  I t  w a s  t i m e l y ,  f o r t h r i g h t  and 
h a r d - h i t t i n g !  I hope t o  see more of  t h e s e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  i n  t h e  
f u t u r e  and I would hope you c o u l d  p l a c e  some i n  t h e  Washington P o s t .  
The re  are many conce rned  p e o p l e  h e r e  i n  t h e  Washington,  D . C .  a r e a ,  
who need t o  know t h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o n l y  c o v e r s  4 9  s ta tes  w h i l e  
exempt ing  t h e  "Church of C a l i f o r n i a .  'I 

--John P a r k e r  ( R i v e r d a l e ,  MD) 

The c o u r a g e  and s t r e n g t h  d i s p l a y e d  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  series o f  f u l l - p a g e  
newspaper  ads which you have w r i t t e n  a g a i n s t  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  i n t r u -  
s i o n ,  have  g i v e n  m e  renewed f a i t h  and i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  
n e g a t i v e  f o r c e s  and  i n f l u e n c e s  t h i s  world i s  so f u l l  o f .  The 
i l l e g a l  a c t i o n  by t h e  S ta te  of  C a l i f o r n i a  h a s  o n l y  i n c r e a s e d  my 
f a i t h  f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  t r u e  Church of  God founded i n  3 1  A . D .  
Your words o f  wisdom c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  m e  w i t h  a s o u r c e  of  i n -  
s p i r a t i o n ,  g u i d a n c e ,  and  y e s ,  much needed c o r r e c t i o n .  

--Malcolm Thomas ( P e r r y ,  FL) 

With o u r  f i r s t  t i t h e  check  w e  wanted t o  l e t  you know what  a n  i q p r e s -  
s i o n  your  a d s  are h a v i n g  a t  my h u s b a n d ' s  o f f i c e .  Someone b r i n g s  
them i n  e a c h  t i m e  and comments f l o a t  a round  t h e  o f f i c e !  I t  i s  v e r y  
i n t e r e s t i n g  ! 

- - M r s .  Donald Peabody (Rowland H t s ,  CAI 

What Overseas Reader s  Sav  

G r e e t i n g s  i n  t h e  p r e c i o u s  name of  J e s u s  my soon coming k i n g .  I t ' s  
my j o y  and p l e a s u r e  t o  compliment t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  i t s  magazine 
of u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  While  a t  work I r e a d  many of  your  magazines  f rom 
one  o f  my f r i e n d s  and he  encouraged  m e  t o  w r i t e  you f o r  t h e  month ly  
magazine ,  so  h e r e  I a m  r e q u e s t i n g  it. P 

N o t  o n l y  a m  I r e q u e s t i n g ,  b u t  a l s o  o t h e r  f r i e n d s  who v i s i t e d  my 
c o u n t r y  a few months ago.  W e  a l l  would l i k e  t o  be your  c u s t o m e r s  
from now own and  are e x p e c t a n t l y  w a i t i n g  f o r  your  r e p l y .  May God 
c o n t i n u e  t o  bless t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  p r o c l a i m  C h r i s t  t o  n a t i o n s  
worldwide.  

--Owen M i t c h e l l  (Guyana) 
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I w a s  real  g r a t i f i e d  tcl r e c e i v e ,  once a g a i n ,  my copy of The PLAIN 
TRUTH. Thank you. T o  u s  i n  Uganda, who had been  d e n i e d  t h e  
p r i v i l e g e  o f  r e c e i v i n g  and r e a d i n g  i n f o r m a t i v e  magaz ines  l i k e  The 
PLAIN TRUTH by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  copy you have j u s t  s e n t  shows 
t h a t  t h e  Almighty God loves o u r  c o u n t r y .  W e  p r a y  t h a t  t h e  freedom 
r e c e n t l y  g r a n t e d  p e r s i s t s  so t h a t  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e c e i v e  The P L A I N  
TRUTH, l e t  a l o n e  t r a n q u i l i t y ,  development  and s o c i a l  and economic 
p r o g r e s s  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y .  Again,  t hank  you. 

--DWK (Uganda) 

T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I ' v e  e v e r y  c o n s i d e r e d  w r i t i n g  i n  t o  a 
magazine.  I j u s t  have  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  your  magazine i s  f a n t a s t i c ! !  
I c a n n o t  t h i n k  of a be t te r  way t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  B i b l e  t h a n  t o  r e l a t e  
it t o  t h e  s ta te  o f  t h e  wor ld  t o d a y .  I have  t o  a d m i t  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  I w a s  a r e l i g i o u s  p e r s o n  b e f o r e  I r e a d  your  magazine .  I t r i e d  
r e a d i n g  t h e  B i b l e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  know where t o  s ta r t .  I t r i e d  g o i n g  
t o  c h u r c h ,  b u t  i t  seemed t h a t  p e o p l e  w e r e  j u s t  t h e r e  f o r  a p p e a r a n c e ' s  
sake- - they  looked  so b o r e d .  I j u s t  shrugged  r e l i g i o n  o f f  a s  some- 
t h i n g  p e o p l e  d i d  i n  t h e i r  s p a r e  t i m e  so t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  l abe l  them- 
s e l v e s  "good" p e o p l e .  

Your magazine r e a l l y  p u t s  r e l i g i o n  i n  a p e r s p e c t i v e  t h a t  I c a n  
r e l a t e  to .  I ' m  m a j o r i n g  i n  p h i l o s o p h y  i n  u n i v e r s i t y  so you c a n  see 
how i m p o r t a n t  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  meaning of  someth ing  i s  t o  m e .  I would 
also b e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e a d i n g  your  book, "Why Were You Born?' '  
Thank you v e r y  much! 

- - L o r i  R i c h e r t  (Winnipeg,  Canada) 

I t h a n k  you f o r  your  l e t t e r  and The PLAIN TURTH. While  I much 
a p p r e c i a t e  and admire your  e n d e a v o r s  i n  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  p e a c e  and 
harmony among t h e  p e o p l e ,  I l o a t h e  and condemn t h e  p e r s o n s ,  w i t h  
v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s ,  who a re  i n s i n u a t i n g  a b s u r d  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  your  
i n t e g r i t y  i n  an u g l y  e f f o r t  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of Worldwide 
Church o f  God. 

- - R P J  ( I n d i a )  

I t  is a j o y  t o  know t h a t  by means of  your  l i t e r a t u r e  I have been  
p r e p a r i n g  myself  f o r  b a p t i s m  and t h a t  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  I w i l l  b e  
v i s i t e d  by one of  your  m i n i s t e r s .  You c a n ' t  imagine  what  g r e a t  
news t h i s  i s !  

--M.L. Dalmao (Xaxim, B r a z i l )  

- - ,53E T K A C H ,  M I N l S T E R T A L  SERVICES 
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NOTICE TO ALL CHURCH PASTORS 

Anyone need ing  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a Walter 
B a r t o n  ( h e  h a s  a l s o  used  t h e  name of  Jerrel l  
B a r t o n ) ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  M r .  Gary Moore, t h e  
p a s t o r  of  t h e  Cornwal l  and P l a t t s b u r g h  
c h u r c h e s .  G a r y ' s  t e l e p h o n e  number i s  (613) 
938-6098 .  

- - M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  
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An Open Letter 
to Los Angeles 

Superior Court Judge 
Jerry Pacht 

N . J A N .  2, 1979, you signed 0 a n  order  appointing a re- 
ceiver to take possession of the 
Worldwide Church of God. 

Civil libertarians, const i t  ut ional 
authorities and Church members 
alike are appalled by your unprec- 
edented action under which the  
Church has suffered enormous 
damages. 

Dibtresstnl: also are the .rtronyp and 
q u e s t i o n a b l e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  
which  you signed the  order -wh ich  cact 
shaduiws of suspicion on the i n tegr t tv  01 
the jiidicial system 

WHY COURT RULES 
IGNORED? 

According 1 0  court docummu Hlllel Chodos. 
a priratc artorncy I r rp reun tna  s i x  dissident 
furmer Church member3 unhappv with Churrh 
policyl nctin# in E O ~ C C I ~  w t h  Deput) A t t w w y  
General Lawrence Tapper. telephoned you nn 
the morning of Jan 4 rtaOn8 h e  would be in 
court that aftcmmn far sn ex partc hearing 
You suggesccd he u n d  uver his prwmrcd plead 
ingr h*r your study 

That aftemuon in your chambers you met 
with MI Chdua  and his a s s w ~ a t ~ .  MI Tappr  
and r r - j u d b t  Steven Weisman to consider 
appointimg Weisman receiver over the Wndd 
wide Church of Cod The Church was not 
rcprevntcd end knew no th iw  a b u t  that secret 
hearing And the c w  had not myen tern oIfici8l- 
ly f i l e d  

Why, Judge Parht. did you not enforce your 
O W ~ C U U ~ ~ ' I ~ ~ .  which rrguwrr that defendants 
must be notrfird prior t o m y  such hearin8 so they 
may defend their m1crc.U' The Church would 
hare mtrodwed evidcncs 10 controvert SII the 
~ n f o r m ~ t i o n y o u w c r t g l v ~ n  11 WY furnuhadoonly 
on "informaoon and bclier'--not sub.unti.ted 

WHY PAPERS 
"BARELY SKI M M ED"? 

And why. since you were impmini  . ; u h  a 
drsmc remedy didn't you l a k e  time l e i  rarefull\ 
r c v i e ~  the data YOU were given I" advance' The 
tianscnpt qu~tes vim statmi. " I  am r m w n e d  
about the pane nature of the p n r d i n g s .  
end the rather maptrr  vrdrr vhrrh would Hr,r 
from thew proceedings without a hearing '' 

But then )IOU went ahcad and made the 
requested t u h t  anyway Whv the rurh. the 
sccrccy. the w n w n g  of court rulca7 

And why did YOU make such a iwrrping ruling 
wi th  such little study of the facU" You arc 
quoted sutiw -'I have read the declarationn 
pretty carefully The rest of the matten.  and 
rbme of the suppon in~  dsu .  obviously. in the 
length uf time atforded to ma. I have barely 
rkrrnmed through, mmc of the Rnmeml mat 
tern I have just glanced at. obvinudv, I 
hwan' t  d ignted t h e  m any form " Yet these 
financial matten are allcred to be the heart of 
the ras& 

We ask is ot euatumary tn Y U U ~  coummxn for 
you 10 hear suiu before thrv are filed, wmthcmt 
notifying the urhcr party and without cnrrfully 
weighin8 and digemn# d l  the fxU7 

WHY EX-JUDGE WEISMAN? 
A receiver in ruppoard l o  h an ~ m p u t i d .  

neutral party who wdl  preserve the m e m u  of 
all sidrs Why. then. dsd you appoint Steven 
Weisman u reccwc~ l o  uk t  poweaion ol the 
Church' He was invited to that hearin8 by the 
ude that was prewini the action rnd  using all 
thac unu.wl u c t m  that violated your eoue'a 
mlm And dldn't you think it odd that shortly 
.fur YOU appoinkd him. Weirman appainrad 
the Choda brothan u deputy r m i v e n  and 
prrnitltd them la rummqt  at rill thmugh 
Church rcmrds end proWrty while dcnymg 
Church wmnlltl .CC- la theii own dm- 
hardly a neutrd and fmr-handed sunce" 

The Worldwide Church of God U a C h r i i t i m  
Church ranwtent ly proclaimin# the C a p 1  of 
J n r u  Chriit. the message of HU return from 

WHY RULE BEFORE 
SI'IT FILED? 

.&I the c h t  111 that fateful hearing on .Jan 2, 
1979, WIU rtatrd un the record "I think whmi I 
ha\c mdirated 1s what I uill sign as smn as the 
appn>p"st.ly tiled paper, *re prncnted lo me 
And we'll  -1 down your order. appoint J u d p  
We,.iman . " 

.After dmruainK a return date. you rom- 
mentcd. 'You b i t e r  get 11 hlrd" Mr rhodm 
then asked to use your uble outstdc to preparc 
the papers and return them for ~tgnature. and 
YOU rcrpandcd. "I will br here. I am sorry to 
say " 

WHO WILL ENFORCE 
THE RULES? 

Judge Patht. S ~ C L  both you and MI Choda 
me fellow members of Cslifornta I Commission 
on ludm.1 Petformancc -charred with over 
arttbg the conduct of Cdbfornm j udgn  even 
examining tht C.hfornm Supreme Court don t 
you think you owe us an explan.tmn for p r m l t  
Ling t h e e  breach- of court rulev Why did you 
grant MI Choda  and IUO(I.L(. such 11e.t 
mrnl" Why did you hear their c w  before they 
filed' Why did you appoint thaw handpicked 
rwcwcr without notice to the Church at  d l  mnd 
without even emefully study,- the evidence9 

Your order h u  helped propel the attornry 
general I c- thra@thc early sugcs of 1?1>ga 
t ~ o n  without wldcncc Your order has m\t the 
Church m n r m w d y  u wcll u b l d e n i n g  our 
name We nsk why i f  there w.i any red c u e  
qamst us you didn t uphold court WIN IIVP 

notice and let t h u  matter b i n  according to 
p m p r  p r m d u r d  Ws.md thepubllc have the 
r l h t  to know What do you say' 

STAULII R RADER 
Trevurer 
Worldwide Church of Cod 
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****ATTENTION ALL I N T E R N A T I O N A L  OFFICES**** 

P l e a s e  s e n d  a l l  magaz ine  and  newspaper  a r t i c l e s ,  as w e l l  
as a l l  o t h e r  p u b l i c i t y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  Church ,  i t s  a f f i l -  
i a t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  m i n i s t e r s  or m e m b e r s  t o  t h e  N e w s  
Bureau  i n  P a s a d e n a .  W e  f o r w a r d  c o p i e s  t o  a l l  t h e  o f f i c e s  
i n  n e e d  o f  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( E x e c u t i v e ,  L e g a l ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  
S e r v i c e s ,  e t c . ) .  C o p i e s  o f  c o p i e s  are o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
r e a d ,  t h e r e f o r e  w e  a s k  you t o  p l e a s e  s e n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
a r t i c l e  f o r  u s  t o  p a s t e  up .  I n c l u d e  t he  s o u r c e ,  d a t e ,  and  
c i t y  of p u b l i c a t i o n .  Thank you v e r y  much f o r  y o u r  h e l p .  

- - N e w s  Bureau  

CO-WORKER GROWTH UP SIGNIFICANTLY 

1 9 7 9  w a s  t r u l y  a "benchmark" y e a r  f o r  t h e  Work o f  God. I t  w a s  a y e a r  o f  
c r i s i s ,  a y e a r  o f  s t r u g g l i n g  a g a i n s t  h e r c u l e a n  odds--and y e t  a y e a r  of 
g rea t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  and  a c h i e v e m e n t .  

The l a t e s t  f i g u r e s  f o r  co-worker  g r o w t h  d u r i n g  1979 and  1980 r e f l e c t  
t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  "c r i s i s t t  vs .  u l t i m a t e  t r i u m p h .  Dur ing  1979 ,  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  r e c e i v e r s h i p  a n d  r e s u l t i n g  bad p u b l i c i t y ,  e tc .  t h e  Work added  o n l y  
8 , 9 2 1  new c o - w o r k e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  y e a r  and  l o s t  1 6 , 6 6 3 .  The y e a r  
ended  w i t h  a n e t  loss of 7 , 7 4 2 .  -- 
However, b e c a u s e  of t h e  power of  G o d ' s  Church  p u l l i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h r o u g h  
t h e  e n e r g e t i c ,  p u r p o s e f u l  g u i d a n c e  o f  M r .  H e r b e r t  Arms t rong ,  co-worker  
c o n f i d e n c e  i s  b e i n g  renewed a n d  w e  are s e e i n g  much b e t t e r  co-worker  
r e s u l t s  d u r i n g  1980 .  

Through t h e  end  o f  J u l y  1980  w e  have a l r e a d y  added  over 1 0 , 6 6 0  new co-  
w o r k e r s  t o  o u r  c o n t r i b u t o r  f i l e s ,  a n d  have  a n e t  i n c r e a s e  of 827 f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  s e v e n  mon ths  o f  1980.  

The Work i s  f o r g i n g  a h e a d  i n  a p o s i t i v e  manner u n d e r  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  
d i r e c t i o n .  The a t t i t u d e  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  o u r  c o - w o r k e r s  c e r t a i n l y  
a t t e s t s  t o  t h a t .  W e  wanted  t o  share  t h i s  s m a l l  p i e c e  of happy in fo rma-  
t i o n  w i t h  you ,  and  hope  t h a t  it i s  a s  e n c o u r a g i n g  t o  you a s  i t  is t o  
u s .  G o d ' s  Work has d e f i n i t e l y  b e e n  t u r n e d  a r o u n d .  Wi th  H i s  h e l p  w e  are  
ove rcoming  t h e  i m p a c t  of t h e  c r i s i s  o f  1979 ,  s t e a d i l y  a n d  s u r e l y .  

- -Richard  R i c e ,  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 
4 

POLISH CRISIS: FIRST STEP TOWARD A NEW EUROPE S t r i k i n g  P o l i s h  w o r k e r s  
h a v e  d e a l t  M o s c o w  t h e  m o s t  dramatic blow t o  i t s  d o m i n a t i o n  over E a s t e r n  
Europe  since M a r s h a l  T i t o  won i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  Y u g o s l a v i a  i n  1948.  

I n  w i n n i n g  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r e f o r m s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  o r g a n i z e  i n d e p e n -  
d e n t  t r a d e  u n i o n s ,  B a l t i c  s h i p y a r d  w o r k e r s  a n d  S i l e s i a n  c o a l m i n e r s  have  
r o c k e d  Communist r e g i m e s  t h r o u q h o u t  E a s t e r n  Europe  back  o n  t h e i r  h e e l s .  
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P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  i n  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  Hungary and Romania a r e  now worr ied 
t h a t  t h e  s t u n n i n g  economic and p o l i t i c a l  reforms conceded by t h e  Warsaw 
regime w i l l  s p r e a d  t o  t h e i r  areas too. 

Timing P e r f e c t  

The P o l i s h  s t r i k e r s ,  s u p p o r t e d  by d i s s i d e n t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  who h e l p e d  
f rame t h e  w o r k e r s '  demands, knew e x a c t l y  when and how t o  a c t .  The 
s p a r k  w a s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  sudden announcement i n  mid-August of a s h a r p  
i n c r e a s e  i n  m e a t  p r i c e s .  But t h i s  m e r e l y  p r o v i d e d  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by 
t h e  s t r i k e r s  t o  go  f a r  beyond c a l l s  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  wages and b e t t e r  
working  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  demand almost t h e  u n t h i n k a b l e :  t h a t  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ' s  
Communist P a r t y  d i v e s t  i t s e l f  of  i t s  monopoly of power. 

The s t r i k e  l e a d e r s  w e r e  b o t h  b o l d  and c a u t i o u s .  Un l ike  work s t o p p a g e s  
which l e d  t o  r i o t s  and government  crackdowns i n  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s ,  t h e  
s t r i k e r s  w e r e  f o r b i d d e n  t o  a t t a c k  p a r t y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o r  o t h e r  symbols 
of p a r t y  o r  gove rnmen ta l  a u t h o r i t y .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  worke r s ,  d e p r i v e d  by 
t h e i r  leaders o f  vodka,  s o u g h t  q u i e t  r e f u g e  i n  t h e i r  C a t h o l i c  f a i t h .  

P e r h a p s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  s t r i k e r s  w e r e  conv inced  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  
m i l i t a r y  migh t  would n o t  be  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  a g a i n s t  them. They knew 
t h a t  t h e  R u s s i a n s  w e r e  bogged down i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  and t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  
n e v e r  g e t  i n v o l v e d  m i l i t a r i l y  i n  t w o  p l a c e s  a t  once  u n l e s s  a b s o l u t e l y  
n e c e s s a r y .  

P o l i t i c a l  P o w e r  Next 

The worke r s  made P o l i s h  p a r t y  b o s s  Edward G i e r e k  ea t  humble p i e .  They 
f o r c e d  him t o  p u r g e  t h e  uppe r  e c h e l o n s  of  t h e  p a r t y  of o f f i c i a l s  t h e  
s t r i k e r s  d i d n ' t  l i k e .  Then, i n  a r emarkab le  show of penance ,  G ie rek  
went on P o l i s h  t e l e v i s i o n  t o  c o n f e s s  t h a t  h i s  regime w a s  g u i l t y  of 
" v a c i l l a t i o n  and  weakness .  'I 

I n  g r a n t i n g  t h e  w o r k e r s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  form t h e i r  own i n d e p e n d e n t  u n i o n s ,  
t h e  government  g a i n e d  a d u b i o u s  t r a d e - o f f .  The worke r s  a g r e e d ,  on p a p e r ,  
n o t  t o  t u r n  t h e i r  new u n i o n  sys t em i n t o  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  The worke r s  
a l s o  a c c e p t e d ,  t h e y  sa id ,  t h e  Communist p a r t y ' s  l e a d i n g  role i n  P o l i s h  
s o c i e t y  and t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " r e a l i t y "  of P o l a n d ' s  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Soviet  
Union. 

How l o n g  w i l l  t h i s  agreement  s t i c k ,  however? The West German newspaper ,  
F r a n k f u r t e r  A l lgemeine ,  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  " t h e  demands of  t h e  s t r i k e  committee 
remind o n e  more of h i s t o r i c a l  d e c l a r a t i o n s  of independence  ... t h a n  of  p o s i -  
t i o n s  i n  a labor s t r u g g l e  .... A l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  f r o m  t h e  
p a r t y  ... would soon become t h e  core of  a second p a r t y  which t h e  p e o p l e  
would j o i n  i n  d r o v e s . "  

Hamburg's D i e  W e l t  added:  "One c a n  imagine  what  would happen i n  t h e  
E a s t  Bloc i f  t h e  Po le s  succeed  i n  making i n d e p e n d e n t  l a b o r  u n i o n s  o f f i -  
c i a l  p a r t n e r s  of  t h e  reg ime i n  an  on-going d i a l o g u e .  The re  would t h e n  
b e  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  p l u r a l i s m  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  w i t h i n  t h e  S o v i e t  
power area. Even i f  t h e s e  f r e e  u n i o n s  o b l i g a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  n o t  t o  t o u c h  
any s o r t  of a p o l i t i c a l  problem ( a t  which t h e  q u e s t i o n  would soon have 
t o  a r i s e - - w h a t  r e a l l y  i s  n o t  p o l i t i c a l ? )  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  s h e e r  e x i s t e n c e ,  
t h e s e  u n i o n s  would r i se  up a s  a d e m o c r a t i c  i s l a n d  o u t  of t h e  sea of 
t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m .  'I 

P 
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E a s t  Bloc Break-Up Coming 

I n  h i s  co-worker  l e t t e r  o f  Augus t  2 7 ,  1 9 8 0  M r .  H e r b e r t  W .  Arms t rong  
a s k e d :  " W i l l  P o l a n d  f r e e  i t s e l f  f rom Sov ie t  d o m i n a t i o n  .and j o i n  w i t h  
Y u g o s l a v i a ,  Romania and  p o s s i b l y  Czechos lovak ia - - and  w i t h  Germany, I t a l y ,  
F r a n c e ,  S p a i n ,  P o r t u g a l  and  A u s t r i a - - i n  a r e s u r r e c t e d  m e d i e v a l  ' H o l y  
Roman E m p i r e ' t o  d o m i n a t e  Europe  and e q u a l  t h e  U.S.S.R. a n d  t h e  U . S . A .  i n  
w o r l d  power?" 

A s  i f  t o  p a r t l y  answer  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  q u e s t i o n s ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n a l y s t  
W i l l i a m  P f a f f ,  w r i t i n g  from P a r i s  ( L o s  A n g e l e s  T i m e s ,  Augus t  3 1 ,  1 9 8 0 )  
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  " t h e  E a s t  Europeans  w i l l  n o t  p e r m a n t l y  r e m a i n  s a t e l l i t e  
s t a t e s  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  Union ,  though f o r  t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e  t h e y  will 
c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  t o  r e m a i n  e x t r e m e l y  p r u d e n t  n e i g h b o r s  . . . . ' I  

-- -- 
-- 

S p e c u l a t i n g  o n  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e ' s  f u t u r e  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  P f a f f  c o n t i n u e d :  
"The c u r r e n t  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  E a s t  Eu ropean  societ ies  t o  S o v i e t  
economic  and  soc ia l  no rms ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  S o v i e t  p o l i t i c a l  d i c t a t i o n  ... 
h a s  been  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  r e p e a t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  cr ises  o f  t h e  k i n d  now 
o n c e  a g a i n  t a k i n g  p l a c e .  A s o l u t i o n  h a s  t o  be f o u n d .  

" B u l g a r i a  i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  a n d  s o c i a l l y  v e r y  close t o  R u s s i a ,  and  i t  h a s  
been  a d o c i l e  s a t e l l i t e .  Romania h a s  a l s o  b e e n  p a r t  of t h e  B y z a n t i n e  
w o r l d ,  b u t  t h e  Romanians c la im t o  be a L a t i n  s o c i e t y  and  t h e y  h a v e  made 
t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  Sov ie t  Union.  B u t  P o l a n d ,  Hungary 
and  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  a re  a l l  h i s t o r i c a l l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e s ,  a n d  c u l t u r e s  
of c o n s i d e r a b l e  power a n d  o r i g i n a l i t y ,  wh ich  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  West, n o t  t o  
t h e  E a s t .  They e x p e r i e n c e d  R e n a i s s a n c e  and  R e f o r m a t i o n .  They ,  l i k e  
E a s t  Germany, a r e  a p a r t  of a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  C e n t r a l  European  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
whose n a t u r a l  a t t a c h m e n t s  are t o  V i e n n a ,  B e r l i n ,  and  P a r i s ,  n o t  t o  M o s c o w .  

"The h o s t i l i t y  be tween  t h e s e  societ ies  a n d  t h e  S o v i e t  Un ion , "  added  
P f a f f ,  " p o s e s  a b a s i c  and  l a s t i n g  p rob lem f o r  t h e  Sov ie t  gove rnmen t .  
These  s t a t e s  are n e v e r  g o i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  t o t a l l y  r e l i ab le  zone  of 
s e c u r i t y  t h e  Sov ie t  Union w a n t s . . . . I t  i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  
t h e  Kreml in .  'I 

-- -- 

P f a f f  recommends, a s  it w e r e ,  a ' ' s o l u t i o n "  f o r  MOSCOW'S dilemmas. " T h e r e  
i s  a n  a n s w e r , "  h e  s a y s .  " I t  i s  t h e  " F i n l a n d i z a t i o n  of E a s t e r n  E u r o p e . "  
I n  o t h e r  words, Moscow s h o u l d  release a l l  of i t s  t r o u b l e s o m e  s a t e l l i t e s  
a l l o w i n g  them t o  o p e r a t e  as  r e s t r i c t ed  s o v e r e i g n  s t a t e s ,  much a s  F i n l a n d  
d o e s ,  i n  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  t h a t  would somehow s t i l l  a l l o w  Moscow t o  f ee l  
s e c u r e  b e h i n d  a W e s t e r n  b u f f e r  zone .  

Such  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  however ,  would a l t e r  t h e  who le  map of Europe .  NATO, 
as i t  p r e s e n t l y  e x i s t s ,  would b e  f i n i s h e d ,  a s  would p r o b a b l y  t h e  U . S .  
m i l i t a r y  p r e s e n c e  i n  Europe .  Moscow would n e v e r e p e r m i t  i t s  f r e e d  s a t -  
e l l i t e s  t o  become p a r t  o f  a n  a d v e r s a r y  m i l i t a r y  b l o c ,  a d v a n c i n g  t o  t h e  
w e s t  bank  of t h e  Bug R i v e r .  T a l k  of pan-Europeanism a n d  of a non- 
a g g r e s s i o n  p a c t  would f i l l  t h e  a i r .  

Watch A u s t r i a  Too 

I n  s h o r t ,  what w e ' r e  see ing  i s  t h e  f i r s t  c o n c r e t e  s t e p  i n  t h e  r e f a s h i o n -  
i n g  o f  W e s t e r n ,  C e n t r a l  and  much o f  E a s t e r n  Europe  i n t o  a new--= an -  
c i e n t - - a r r a n g e m e n t .  

- 
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Significantly, Mr. Armstrong mentions Austria as one of the nations to 
watch. Austria is a neutral nation on the eastern flank of non-Communist 
Europe. Even today it acts as the bridge between East and West Europe. 
But in a reconstituted Roman Empire, Austria--with its renowned capital, 
Vienna, the seat of authority for the Holy Roman Empire for hundreds of 
years--would be in the very center of things. 

Kept on display in the Schatzkamer, or Royal Treasury in the old Imperial 
Palace (Hofburg) in Vienna is the crown of the Holy Roman Empire, dating 
back to the time of Otto the Great in the tenth century. It seems to be 
waiting for one final emplacement. The crowning of the secular authority 
of the soon-coming church-state combination might occur in that city of 
intense European tradition--the seat of authority for the Holy Roman 
Empire for hundreds of years. 

Perhaps for a reason, a massive governmental complex has been completed 
along the banks of the Danube in Vienna. Called "U.N. City," it belongs 
to the government of Austria, but has been leased in part to the United 
Nations as a "third" U.N. headquarters. Might it be used for other pur- 
poses in the future? 

Keep your eyes on Poland, the Polish Pope--who will visit West Germany in 
mid-Novemberl--and Austria. 

--Gene H. Hogberg, News Bureau 


