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Act ing  i n  M r .  Armstrong 's  b e h a l f ,  M r .  S t a n l e y  R a d e r  w a s  warmly r e c e i v e d  
i n  Egypt and Israel ,  and i s  p r e s e n t l y  i n  Je rusa l em,  a r r i v i n g  h e r e  Thurs- 
day evening  from Cai ro .  Our f r i e n d s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w e r e  l ook ing  forward t o  
M r .  Armstrong 's  v i s i t  and w e r e  q u i t e  d i sappo in ted  t h a t  he had dec ided  t o  
postpone h i s  v i s i t  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Some t h r e e  weeks ear l ie r  E l  A 1  ( t h e  I s rae l i  a i r l i n e )  began o p e r a t i n g  two 
f l i g h t s  p e r  week between Ca i ro  and T e l  Aviv. U n t i l  now no such f l i g h t s  
w e r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  a l t hough  f o r  many y e a r s  M r .  Armstrong and M r .  Rader 
t r a v e l e d  between t h e  c i t i e s  of Ca i ro  and T e l  Aviv aboard t h e  G - 1 1 .  M r .  
Armstrong 's  d e c i s i o n  t o  d e f e r  h i s  Middle E a s t e r n  t r i p  u n t i l  some t i m e  
nex t  month gave M r .  Rader t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make h i s  i n a u g u r a l  f l i g h t  
aboard an I s r ae l i  a i r l i n e .  

L a s t  evening Mayor Teddy Kolleck of  Je rusa lem hos ted  a d i n n e r  p a r t y  i n  
M r .  Armstrong 's  honor,  a l though  he w a s  n o t  i n  f a c t  p r e s e n t .  The d i n n e r  
had a l r e a d y  been planned f o r  some t i m e  and t h e  Mayor wanted t o  i n t r o d u c e  
M r .  Armstrong t o  some m o r e  of h i s  ( t h e  Mayor's)  f r i e n d s  i n  Israel. 
P r e s e n t  a t  t h e  d i n n e r  t ab le  w e r e  M r .  and M r s .  Ravid,  o u r  long-time 
f r i e n d s  and former Consul General  i n  Los Angeles;  M r .  and M r s .  Aviad 
( M r .  Aviad is  Chief of P r o t o c o l  of t h e  Fore ign  M i n i s t r y  of I s r a e l  and 
fo rma l ly  w a s  Consul General  of L o s  Angeles as w e l l ;  Mayor and M r s .  
Kol leck;  a Harvard Law P r o f e s s o r ,  M r .  Cha r l e s  H a i r ,  who was c o n s u l t i n g  
w i t h  t h e  Mayor and v a r i o u s  v i s i t i n g  Mayors from some twenty-s ix  
American c i t i e s ;  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  I C C Y  ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C u l t u r a l  
Center  f o r  Youth) and a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  who are  involved  i n  "The C i t y  of 
David Dig" and who w i l l  b e  working w i t h  t h e  Ambassador Col lege  s t u d e n t s  
when they  a r r i v e  e a r l y  t h i s  summer. 

Mayor Kolleck and M r .  Rader both  had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  Work 
of  t h e  Church and t h e  Co l l ege ,  a s  w e l l  as t h e  Foundat ion,  and t h e  Mayor 
p r e s e n t e d  M r .  Armstrong i n  ve ry  glowing terms--so much so t h a t  M r .  Rader 
took t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m i l d l y  correct him as M r .  Armstrong would have 
done i f  he w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  by e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  M r .  Armstrong w a s  an i n s t r u -  
ment of  t h e  L iv ing  God and e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  he had accomplished had been 
done a s  God's p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on e a r t h  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

T h i s  morning, M r .  Rader accompanied Mayor Kolleck on a c o u r t e s y  c a l l  t o  
t h e  P a t r i a r c h  of t h e  Greek Orthodox Church. The Greek Orthodox Church 
i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  l a n d  owner i n  Jerusa lem and, i n  f a c t ,  leases a g r e a t  
p o r t i o n  of  i t s  land--100 acres or  more--to t h e  I s r a e l i  Government. I n  
1951, t h e  Greek Orthodox Church, w e  w e r e  t o l d ,  c e l e b r a t e d  i t s  1 , 5 0 0 t h  
a n n i v e r s a r y  i n  Jerusa lem w i t h o u t  i n t e r r u p t i o n .  Mayor K o l l e c k  and M r .  
Rader a g a i n  had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  P a t r i a r c h  and t h e  o t h e r  
members of h i s  B i s h o p r i c ,  t h e  Work o f  t h e  Church worldwide a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
Work of t h e  Church as  a foundat ion  i n  I s rae l .  
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While i n  C a i r o ,  M r .  F.ader w a s  in te rv iewed by t h e  Egypt ian p r e s s  and an 
a r t i c l e  should be  appear ing  about  t h e  Church and t h e  Foundat ion i n  both  
t h e  Arabic  and t h e  E n g l i s h  newspapers. M r .  Rader has  been i n v i t e d  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  C a i r o  n e x t  week t o  address t h e  I n s t i t u t e  of Diplomatic  A f f a i r s  
which i s  a schoo l  f o r  d ip lo-na ts  t h a t  i s  r u n  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  
Fore ign  M i n i s t r y  of  Egypt. I t  i s  designed t o  p r e p a r e  t h e i r  d i p l o m a t i c  
c o r p s  b e f o r e  t h e y  are s e n t  abroad and a l s o  r e t r a i n  and r e c y c l e  ambassadors 
and o t h e r  d ip lomat s  upon t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  Cairo.  H e  w i l l  a l s o  be  address -  
i n g  t h e  American U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Cai ro  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  Ca i ro  U n i v e r s i t y  on 
s u b j e c t s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  Chinese U n i v e r s i t i e s  
of r e c e n t  d a t e .  

I n  C a i r o ,  M r .  Rader w a s  also r e c e i v e d  by t h e  M i n i s t e r  of In fo rma t ion  and 
C u l t u r e  and s p e n t  an evening i n  t h e  home of D r .  H a t e m ,  t h e  former Deputy 
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r .  D r .  Hatem and h i s  fami ly  are ve ry  c l o s e  t o  M r .  Armstrong 
and t o  the Church and College in p a r t i c u l a r .  T w o  of D r .  H a t e m ' s  daughters 
are be ing  married t h i s  y e a r  and h i s  son i s  p r e s e n t l y  e a r n i n g  a m a s t e r ' s  
degree a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Colorado. An i n v i t a t i o n  w a s  extended t o  D r .  
H a t e m ' s  son t o  v i s i t  Ambassador College a t  h i s  ea r l ies t  o p p o r t u n i t y .  

L a s t  F r i d a y  M r .  Rader a t t e n d e d  a ceremony a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C u l t u r a l  
Center f o r  Youth where a b e a u t i f u l ,  modern piece of s c u l p t u r e  w a s  unve i l ed  
(for a second t i m e ) .  E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  y e a r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  u n v e i l i n g  took 
p l a c e  i n  t h e  H e r b e r t  W. Armstrong Square,  b u t  M r .  Armstrong and M r .  Rader 
w e r e  unable  t o  a t t e n d .  On t h a t  occas ion  t h e  American Ambassador w a s  
p r e s e n t .  The s c u l p t u r e  i s  ve ry  r emin i scen t  ( a l though  it i s  modern) of 
t h e  e g r e t  s c u l p t u r e  o f  David Wynn, a t  least  i n  terms of i t s  sweep and 
i t s  m o t i f .  

OVERVIEW O F  THE COURT CASE AND THE CHALLENGES AHEAD 

O v e r  t h e  l a s t  few y e a r s ,  t h e r e  has  been a t r e n d  toward  g r e a t e r  and g r e a t e r  
i n t r u s i o n  by v a r i o u s  l e v e l s  of government i n t o  church matters. A n o t e  of 
alarm h a s  f i n a l l y  been s t r u c k  by U . S .  church o f f i c i a l s  over s o m e  of t h e  
r e c e n t  a c t i o n s  by t h e  S t a t e  as more and more Americans become aware t h a t  
t h e  f ree  e x e r c i s e  of r e l i g i o n ,  which t h e y  have enjoyed through t h e  pro- 
t e c t i o n  of t h e  f e d e r a l  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  is beginning  t o  be s o r e l y  t h r e a t e n e d .  

George C o r n e l l ,  Assoc ia t ed  Press r e l i g i o n  w r i t e r ,  commenting on t h i s  t r e n d  
i n  a March 1 9 8 0  s t o r y  s a i d ,  "TO t r y  t o  guard a g a i n s t  i n t r u s i o n s ,  some de- 
nominat ions are t a k i n g  s teps  t o  t i g h t e n  up t h e i r  own c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  pre-  
r o g a t i v e s . "  H e  no ted  i n  h i s  a r t i c l e  t h a t  i n  e f fec t  t h e  c i v i l  c o u r t s  a r e  
be ing  allowed t o  make r e l i g i o u s  d e c i s i o n s !  

As M r .  Rader observed e a r l y  l a s t  y e a r  concern ing  t h i s  l e g a l  b a t t l e  t h a t  
t h e  Worldwide Church of God h a s  been t h r u s t  i n t o ,  " W e  are i n  t h e  vanguard 
i n  t h i s  de fense  of r e l i g i o u s  freedom." Suddenly--without notice--God's 
Church w a s  f o r c e d  t o  engage i n  t h e  most impor t an t  s i n g l e  c h u r c h / s t a t e  c a s e  
of t h e  cen tu ry .  I n  t h e  cour se  of defending  i t s  ve ry  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e  Church 
produced f u l l - p a g e  adve r t i s emen t s  and then  a one-hour t e l e v i s i o n  documen- 
t a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  educa te  t h e  p u b l i c  as  t o  t h e  t r u e  f ac t s  of t h i s  t r a v e s t y  
of j u s t i c e .  

The TV documentary was a i r e d  i n  Southern C a l i f o r n i a  ove r  XCOP Channel 1 3 ,  
January  1 6 ,  1 9 8 0 .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  s t a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  le t te rs  f r o n  2udq.r: 
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J e r r y  Pacht ,  Deputy At torney  General Lawrence Tapper,  H i l l e l  and Rafael 
Chodos, and ex-judge Steven Weisman. A s  M r .  Helge r e c e n t l y  expressed  i t ,  
t h o s e  l e t te rs  c a r r i e d  " g r e a t  power and g r e a t  persuas ion .  'I Those few 
l e t t e r s  w e r e  all it took f o r  t h a t  s t a t i o n  t o  f o r f e i t  i t s  o the rwise  d i l i -  
g e n t l y  guarded F i r s t  Amendment r i g h t s .  L a s t  week it r a n  a f ive-minute  
r e t r a c t i o n - - n o t  once,  bu t  a minimum of 1 2  t i m e s  du r ing  as  many days! 
Usual ly  a r e t r a c t i o n  g e t s  a f e w  l i n e s ,  b u t  t h i s  one tu rned  o u t  t o  be f o u r  
double spaced-typed pages. 

The s t a t i o n  s a i d  t h a t  it had " i n v e s t i g a t e d "  t h e  e v e n t s  d i scussed  i n  t h e  
one-hour documentary, reviewed documents, m e t  w i th  a t t o r n e y s  and so f o r t h .  
However, t h e y  never  con tac t ed  Church a t t o r n e y s  t o  r e q u e s t  f a c t u a l  backup. 
Church a t t o r n e y s  i n  f a c t  heard from another  source  about  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  
t o  r e t r a c t  and con tac t ed  them asking  what backup they  wanted. The 
a t t o r n e y s  t h e n  forwarded t h e  material  t o  them wi th  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  re- 
q u e s t  a d d i t i o n a l  backup i f  t h a t  w a s  deemed no t  s u f f i c i e n t .  N o  a d d i t i o n a l  
r e q u e s t  w a s  e v e r  rece ived .  A f t e r  obvious ly  coming f a r  s h o r t  of an objec-  
t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  s t a t i o n  commenced t o  re t ract  t h e  essence  of o u r  
documentary and even apologized  t o  t h e  a s s o r t e d  S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  and 
lawyers  involved i n  t h e  case. I n  so doing t h e  s t a t i o n  pe rpe tua ted  some 
of t h e  most g l a r i n g  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of t h e  f a c t s  which t h i s  Church 's  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and a t t o r n e y s  have had t o  b a t t l e  i n  t h e  media a s  w e l l  
as  i n  t h e  cour t s !  

L a s t  week M r .  Ralph Helge d i d  a h o t l i n e  t a p e  i n  which he gave an overview 
of t h e  l e g a l  s i t u a t i o n .  Then he a l s o  spoke t o  t h e  Pasadena P.M. congrega- 
t i o n ,  Sabbath,  A p r i l  12 th .  Following i s  t h e  h o t l i n e  t a p e  and then  a 
synops is  of h i s  remarks be fo re  t h e  Pasadena congrega t ion  i n  r e b u t t a l  t o  
t h e  g r o s s l y  d i s t o r t e d  and unfounded s t a t emen t s  made by Channel 1 3 .  

M r .  Helse's Ho t l ine  TaDe .  A D r i l  9. 1 9 8 0  

I have a few minutes  he re  t o  summarize what i s  unques t ionably  one of  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  s ta te  and church c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l a w  c a s e s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  
na t ion .  So I ' m  going t o  g i v e  you j u s t  a b r i e f  rundown of where t h e  case 
is  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

I n  t h e  Supe r io r  Court  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e  c o u r t  has  cont inued  t o  b a r  t h e  
d iscovery  ( t h a t  i s ,  p reven t  t h e  d i scove ry  by t h e  defendants--by t h e  
Church) of t h e  wrongdoing conducted by t h e  State  of C a l i f o r n i a .  W e  a r e  
prevented ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  from exposing t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and j u d i c i a l  c o r r u p t i o n  
t h a t  has  occurred  i n  t h i s  case. Indeed, w e  may w e l l  be prevented  from 
e v e r  f i n d i n g  o u t  and d i s c l o s i n g  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  what a c t u a l l y  has  happened, 
because by t h i s  t i m e  I feel  a s su red  t h a t  t h e  evidence has  e i t h e r  been so 
a l t e r e d  o r  so suppressed ,  w e  w i l l  never  r e a l l y  f i n d  o u t  t h e  t r u e  f ac t s  of 
what went on behind t h e  scenes o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  which w e  know of t o  t h i s  
d a t e .  

Now,  t h e  At torney  General has  a l s o  at tempted t o  hold M r .  Armstrong, M r .  
Rader, myself ,  and o t h e r s  i n  contempt of c o u r t  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  ab ide  by 
c e r t a i n  c o u r t  o rde r s .  But t h e i r  t h r u s t  w a s  so erroneous and so unfounded 
and ungrounded t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  r e fused  t o  g r a n t  it. The c o u r t  even t o l d  
them dur ing  t h e  hea r ing ,  'go  back and r e s e a r c h  it and then  come back t o  
t h e  c o u r t  and see i f  you have grounds. '  The At torney  General  d i d  come 
back and admi t ted  i n  h i s  p l ead ings  t h a t  he had no grounds t o  hold u s  i n  
contempt of c o u r t .  The c o u r t  t h e n  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  Attorney General aga in  
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t o  go back and redraf t  h i s  p l ead ings .  So t h a t  i s  what he is  i n  t h e  
p rocess  of doing now. T h a t ' s  t h e  p l ead ings  i n s o f a r  as  t r y i n g  t o  hold u s  
i n  contempt of c o u r t  or  have t h e  c o u r t  impose o t h e r  s a n c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  us.  
Some of t h e s e  s a n c t i o n s ,  of cour se ,  could be t h e  s t r i k i n g  of  t h e  answers,  
the hold ing  of u s  i n  contempt of c o u r t ,  t h e  impos i t i on  of  f ines--penal-  
t ies  of t h a t  na tu re .  

The Supe r io r  Court  judge has  a l s o  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  At torney  General  t o  g e t  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  one of o u r  a t t o r n e y s ,  Allan Browne, t o  a r r i v e  a t  dates. 
D a t e s  on which the  in fo rma t ion  t h a t  t hey  have demanded would be tu rned  
over.  Now, t h i s  i s  c o n t i n g e n t  upon t h e  U . S .  Supreme Court  a c t i n g  upon 
c e r t a i n  p e t i t i o n s  t h a t  are pending b e f o r e  it, If the  U . S .  Supreme Court  
decides t o  h e a r  t h e  mat te rs ,  t hen  t h e  c o u r t  i s  n o t  qoinq t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  
tu rnove r  o 
no t  t o  hea 
t h i n g  set 

If 
.r 

t h e s e  document 
t h e  matter a t  

impose s a n c t i  
i s  qoinq t o  
Church. 

t u rnove r  of  t h e s e  documents: However, i f  t h e  U . S .  Supreme Cou& dec ides  
no t  t o  hear t h e  matter a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e n  t h e  c o u r t  i s  qoinq t o  have every- 
t h i n g  set t o  impose s a n c t i o n s  o r  p e n a l t i e s  upon t h e  Church. 

- 
.s. However, i f  t h e  U . S .  S 
t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e n  t h e  c o u r t  

upreme Cou& dec ides  
have every- 

ons  o r  p e n a l t i e s  upon t h e  

I n s o f a r  as  t h e  appea l s  i n  the s ta te  c o u r t s  are concerned, w e  do have 
be fo re  t h e  S t a t e  Appe l l a t e  Court  an appea l  pending t h a t  concerns t h e  
appointment of t h e  r e c e i v e r .  A l l  t h e  t i m e s  p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  matters w e r e  
t aken  up by w r i t s ,  Snd a w r i t  means, i n  effect ,  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  does n o t  
have t o  hear it and t h a t  -hat has  been denied  i n  t h e  p a s t .  I n  o t h e r  
words, never  has  t h e  c o u r t ,  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  sa t  down, read  and heard t h e  
evidence and t h e  fac ts  r ega rd ing  the  r e c e i v e r .  I e x p r e s s  t h i s  because 
j u s t  l a s t  n i g h t  on TV, t h e y  e r roneous ly  sa id  t h a t  many c o u r t s  had heard 
t h e  f a c t s  about  t h e  r e c e i v e r  and more o r  less turned  u s  down. T h a t  i s  
unt rue .  Now f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  an appea l  i s  going up on t h a t  p o i n t  and 
t h e  c o u r t  must hea r  it. - 
Now i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  c o u r t s ,  w e  have had cases t h e r e  t h a t  have been 
"dismissed."  They've been d ismissed  on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  At torney  
General has immunity. N o t  t h a t  w e  w e r e  wrong o r  t h e  S ta te  w a s  r i g h t .  
But t h e y  have pleaded an a b s o l u t e  immunity i n  what t h e y  do. I n  o t h e r  
words, r e g a r d l e s s  of what wrong t h e  State  has committed, under c e r t a i n  
f e d e r a l  c o u r t  d e c i s i o n s  you cannot  sue  the  S t a t e  or  i t s  agen t s .  What 
t h e y  are say ing ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  i s  t h e y  can g i v e  a madman a gun and l e t  h i m  
go o u t  and you can do noth ing  b u t  h ide ,  i n  an a t t empt  t o  p r o t e c t  your- 
self. So, a g a i n , t h o s e  matters have - n o t  been f u l l y  heard by t h e  f e d e r a l  
c o u r t  b u t  have been d ismissed .  They are now pending i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Court  of  Appeal. That i s  where t h e  case i s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  and w e  are 
now p r e p a r i n g  br iefs  t o  be  heard i n  t h e  Fede ra l  Court  of Appeals on t h i s  
q u e s t i o n .  

I n  the U . S ,  Supreme Court  t h e r e  i s  a p e t i t i o n  pending t h e r e ,  a p e t i t i o n  
which i s  i n  e f f e c t  a sk ing  t h e  c o u r t ,  p l e a s e  hea r  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i n  which 
t h e  State Court  has i n s t r u c t e d  u s  t o  t u r n  over  innumerable documents t o  
the  S t a t e - - c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents; documents of Church minutes  t h a t  go 
back fo r  2 0  t o  3 0  y e a r s .  Minutes t h a t  t h e  State  has  contended never  
e x i s t e d  because they  say  t h e  board has  never m e t .  Even i n  t h e  
of t h e s e  l ies by t h e  S ta te  they  s t i l l  came i n  and r eques t ed  these 
documents, a s  w e l l  as a g r e a t  deal of c o n f i d e n t i a l  in format ion  about  
members ( m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ) ,  a t  least  a p a r t i a l  membership l i s t  and 
o t h e r  such items which t h e  Church i s  r e s i s t i n g  and n o t  d e s i r o u s  of g i v i n g  
t o  them so as t o  p r o t e c t  F i r s t  Amendment freedoms i n  t h i s  count ry .  Th i s  
p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  U,S. Supreme Court  has  been prepared  by Laurence T r i b e ,  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l a w  e x p e r t  f r o m  Harvaxd Unive r s i ty .  H e  has  t o l d  m e  "There 
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i s  no q u e s t i o n  b u t  what your c a s e  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  be  r e s o l v e d  i n  your 
f a v o r . "  H e ,  of c o u r s e ,  i s  looking  a t  it from a p h y s i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t .  H e  
feels t h a t  a l l  t h e  l a w  and  a l l  t h e  facts are i n  our f a v o r ,  but as he h i m -  
s e l f  s t a t e d ,  "The q u e s t i o n  i s ,  what damage can t h e  S ta te  do t o  you b e f o r e  
t h e  U.S. Supreme Court  does g e t  around t o  a c t i n g  s imply by v i r t u e  of t h e  
way t h e  system i s  s t r u c t u r e d ? ! ?  

I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  on t h i s  Supreme Court  p e t i t i o n ,  t h e r e  
has  been f i l e d  a " f r i end-o f - the -cour t "  pe t i t i on - - two  o r  t h r e e  of them, 
i n  f a c t .  Behind t h e s e  p e t i t i o n s  a r e  a group of  1 8  churches ,  r e l i q i o u s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and r i g h t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  comprise ove r  8 0  m i l l i o n  
people! Now t h a t  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  f r i end-o f - the -cour t  b r i e f  t h a t  has  
ever been f i l e d  by any p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  o t h e r  t han  t h e  United S ta t e s  
At torney  General .  That  goes t o  show what w e  have sa id  from t h e  v e r y  
o u t s e t :  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t aken  by t h e  S t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a  i s  so  
a b s o l u t e l y  oppres s ive  and e r roneous  t h a t  n e a r l y  t h e  e n t i r e  church  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  United S ta tes  has  come forward t o  c o n t e s t  e x a c t l y  
what the S t a t e  of  C a l i f o r n i a  i s  now a t t empt ing  t o  advocate  i n  o r d e r  t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e  wrongful way i n  which t h e y  have come i n  and a t tempted  t o  
t a k e  over  t h e  Worldwide Church of God, Ambassador Co l l ege  and t h e  
Ambassador I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C u l t u r a l  Foundation. 

T h e r e ' s  one t h i n g  t h a t  must be  understood:  a l l  t h e s e  matters i n  t h e  
S t a t e  case are l i k e  a huge p i c t u r e  puzz le .  The i n d i v i d u a l  p i e c e s  t h a t  
I ' v e  e x p l a i n e d ,  i n  and of  themselves ,  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  mean t o o  much. They 
r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  you've g o t  to see t h e  o v e r a l l  
p i c t u r e  and t h e  o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  he re  i s  t h a t  t h e  Church, M r .  Armstronq 
and M r .  Rader a r e  f a c i n g  more than  j u s t  a l e g a l  opponent. I t  i s  more than  
j u s t  t h e  case, more than  j u s t  t h e  s imple  opponent. We a r e  f i g h t i n g  
a g a i n s t  t h e  S t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a - - t h e  -- State:  One of t h e  most powerful  
s t a t e s  i n  t h i s  union. W e  are f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  At to rney  Genera l ,  one 
of t h e  most powerful  p o l i t i c a l  u n i t s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a .  W e  a r e  
f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  a c a d r e  of  judges  i n  t h e  S u p e r i o r  and t h e  Appe l l a t e  
Cour ts  as w e l l .  W e  a r e  a l so  f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  p o l i t i c a l l y - p o w e r f u l  
p r i v a t e  a t t o r n e y s ,  a l l  of whom w e r e  caught  i n  t h e  ac t  of d e s p i c a b l e  
misconduct.  Caught red-handed. I t ' s  a l l  documented! A s  one o u t s i d e  
group s a i d ,  it would b e  u n b e l i e v a b l e  i f  it w e r e  n o t  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  i n  
t h e  r eco rd .  Hence, do you see what w e ' r e  f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t ?  

And so  it behooves a l l  o f - t h a t  group t o  j o i n  t o g e t h e r  i n  a p o l i t i c a l  and 
j u d i c i a l  a l l i a n c e  f o r  t h e i r  mutual de fense .  They are defending  themselves  
and t h e y  are defending  an e n t i r e  system. They are defending  t h e i r  own 
p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r s ,  t h e i r  own r e p u t a t i o n s ,  and t h e y  have an  i n t e n s e  de- 
f e n s e  because f o r  them it i s  a m a t t e r  o f  s u r v i v a l .  For a C h r i s t i a n  o r  
o t h e r  re l ig ious ly-minded  pe r son ,  he can look forward t o  a l i f e  h e r e a f t e r .  
To  a p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  t h e r e  i s  no l i f e  h e r e a f t e r  and hence t h e  self-  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  d r i v e ,  b e l i e v e  m e ,  b r i n g s  f o r t h  an i n t e n s e  de fense .  And 
i t ' s  one t h a t  permeates  t h e  e n t i r e  system. 

You know, o r d i n a r i l y ,  when t h e  S t a t e  comes i n  t o  oppress, you have t h e  
judges as your l i n e  of  de fense .  That  i s  t h e  ba l ance .  The judges  come 
i n  and p r o t e c t ,  and eve ry  Supreme Court  case t h a t  has  come down rega rd ing  
o t h e r  churches  or  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  matters, b e l i e v e  m e ,  has  language and 
f a c t s  i n  o u r  f a v o r .  Every s i n g l e  one of them. But the o n l y  problem h e r e  
is t h e  c o r r u p t  manner i n  which it involved  judges:  hence,  t h e  judges  
cannot  ac t  a s  our  p r o t e c t o r s  a s  t h e y  o r d i n a r i l y  would. 



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, A p r i l  1 8 ,  1 9 8 0  Page 6 

But t h e n  who o v e r s e e s  t h e  judges? The S ta t e  J u d i c i a l  Commission [ s t a f f e d  
by lawyers  and judges who s e r v e  two-year terms] o v e r s e e s  t h e  judges .  
W e l l ,  t hen ,  why d o n ' t  t h e y  s t e p  i n ?  They w e r e  c a l l e d  upon t o  do s o ,  b u t  
t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  t hey  are dominated by t h e  f i g u r e s  involved  i n  t h e  c a s e .  
Two of  t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  f i g u r e s  on t h e  commission w e r e  involved  i n  
t h i s  ca se .  Hence, t h e y  a re  n o t  going t o  condemn themselves .  So t h e  
commission i s  o f  no v a l u e  o r  b e n e f i t  t o  u s .  

Now o u r  a t t o r n e y s ,  w i thou t  q u e s t i o n ,  a r e  b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  [ t h a n  t h o s e  of 
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n ]  beyond a doubt .  B u t  I'll t e l l  you, w e  a r e  f i g h t i n g  
a b s o l u t e  p o l i t i c a l  and j u d i c i a l  cor rupt ion- -a  system t h a t  i s  s t eeped  i n  
it! I t ' s  one i n  f a c t ,  a s  M r .  Armstrong has  s a i d ,  i n s p i r e d  by Sa tan .  
I t ' s  a system t h a t  M r .  Armstrong has  s a i d  f r o m  t h e  o u t s e t  and t a u g h t  
f o r  y e a r s ,  i s  an u n j u s t  system dominated by men who on t h e  e x t e r i o r  are 
r i g h t e o u s ,  b u t  on t h e  i n s i d e  are r o t t e n  and d e c e i t f u l .  " L i k e  white-  
washed s e p u l c h r e s , "  and t h a t  a p p l i e s  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h o s e  who would f a l s e l y  
advoca te  a f a l s e  god, b u t  a l s o  t o  t h o s e  involved  i n  p o l i t i c s .  M r .  
Armstrong, i n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  of  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  system i s ,  wi thou t  q u e s t i o n ,  
a b s o l u t e l y  r i g h t  ! 

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  real  and u l t i m a t e  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  i s ,  "What i s  God's 
w i l l ? "  I f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  one of o u r  a s s e t i n g  our  w i l l ,  t h e n  w e ' r e  going 
t o  p r e v a i l .  I f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  one of d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  t h e n  w e  are going 
t o  p r e v a i l .  If t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  one of f a i t h ,  w e  are going t o  p r e v a i l .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n , " I s  t h i s  now t h e  t i m e  of p e r s e c u t i o n ? "  
o r ,  " Is  t h i s  now t h e  t i m e  t o  be  brought  be fo re  k ings  and r u l e r s  --not 
i n v i t e d ,  n o t  going by i n v i t a t i o n ,  b u t  brought  b e f o r e  them?" I f  t h a t  i s  
t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  i s ,  are w e  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  
s p i r i t u a l l y  s t r o n g  enough t o  wi ths t and  t h e  p e r s e c u t i o n  t h a t ' s  coming? 

Comments re Channel 1 3 ' s  R e t r a c t i o n  

With a t r a n s c r i p t  of  Channel 13's f ive-minute  r e t r a c t i o n  i n  hand, M r .  
Helge began t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  i t  con ta ined  which, i n  r e a l i t y ,  a r e  
what t h e  S t a t e  would l i k e  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  b e l i e v e  about  o u r  c a s e .  Following 
are e x c e r p t s  and summaries of M r .  H e l g e ' s  comments made l a s t  Sabbath.  

They say :  The r e c e i v e r  w a s  j u s t  t empora r i ly  imposed f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  
of Church assets .  

FACTS: The l a w s u i t  w a s  i n t ended  t o  change t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  Church 
f r o m  a h i e r a r c h i c a l  t o  a congrega t iona l  one. The S t a t e  never  s a y s  what 
i s  p l a i n l y  i n  t h e  compla in t - - tha t  i t  sued t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  Board of Direc- 
t o r s  t h a t  was comprised of a l l  t h e  Church l e a d e r s .  The l a w s u i t  was an 
a t t empt  t o  conf i rm t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  owns--and t h e r e f o r e  can r i g h t f u l l y  d i -  
rect--all  t h e  Church assets i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  

They say :  The h e a r i n g  i n  Judge P a c h t ' s  chambers w a s  "p rope r . "  

FACTS: The hea r ing  w a s  n o t  proper  because t h e  At to rney  General  sought 
a s su rances  from t h e  j u d g e b e f o r e  t h e  case w a s  f i l e d .  A f t e r  t h e y  g o t  
a s su rances  t h a t  t h e  judge would a c t  accord ing  t o  t h e i r  w i shes ,  t h e n  and 
o n l y  t h e n  d i d  t h e y  f i l e  t h e  l a w s u i t .  T h i s  c o n s t i t u t e s  "judge-shopping" 
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and t r amples  t h e  r u l e s  t h a t  s t a t e  a judge cannot  g i v e  a d v i c e  ahead of  t i m e .  
(Try t a l k i n g  t o  a judge s o m e t i m e  b e f o r e  you f i l e  a case and see how f a r  
you w i l l  g e t ! )  

They say :  The C a l i f o r n i a  Commission on J u d i c i a l  Performance h a s  deter- 
mined unequivoca l ly  t h a t  Judge Pacht  conducted t h e  hea r ing  p r o p e r l y .  

FACTS: T h i s  commission which judges judges  i s  comprised of  c e r t a i n  men, 
two of whom a r e  Chodos and Pach t ,  t h e  ve ry  men be ing  accused! Tha t  group 
sat and judged t h e  conduct  of two of i t s  own (and t h i s  w a s  done behind 
c l o s e d  doors-- in  s e c r e c y ) .  The commission claimed t o  have done a thorough 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  but in a c t u a l  fact d i d  not even contact the  peop le  b r i n g i n g  
t h e  cha rges  a g a i n s t  t h e  men t o  see what proof of t h o s e  charges  w e  might 
have. 

They say :  Nothing h a s  been suppressed .  

FACTS: The Church ' s  a t t o r n e y s ,  i n  and o u t  of c o u r t ,  con t inued  t o  a s k  if 
t h e r e  w a s  a t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  meet ing i n  Judge P a c h t ' s  chambers. The 
answer w a s  sometimes "not'  and sometimes s i l e n c e .  That  t r a n s c r i p t  w a s  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  u n t i l  w e  found t h e  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  who w a s  p r e s e n t  and she  pre-  
pared  one f o r  u s  from h e r  notes !  

Another example of  t h e  suppres s ing  of ev idence  of misconduct on t h e i r  
p a r t :  The Church c a l l e d  upon Judge Pach t  t o  g i v e  a d e p o s i t i o n .  H e  re- 
fused  and t h e  c o u r t  would n o t  make him do so. And when w e  took t h e  de- 
p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Court  Repor t e r ,  s h e  r e f u s e d  t o  answer c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s  
about  what t r a n s p i r e d  between h e r  and t h e  judge.  
and suppressed .  

Evidence _. i s  be ing  hidden 

They say: The appointment of a r e c e i v e r  h a s  been the s u b j e c t  of s e v e r a l  
appea l s .  

FACTS: That  i s  an  a b s o l u t e ,  ba ld- faced  l i e !  W e  have never  had an  appea l  
i n  which t h a t  f a c t o r  w a s  cons idered .  W e  have s e n t  w r i t s  t o  h i g h e r  c o u r t s  
which have been den ied ,  b u t  no appea l  has  been cons ide red  y e t .  

A w r i t  i s  when you go t o  a h ighe r  c o u r t  and s imply s a y ,  " W i l l  you c o n s i d e r  
t h i s ? "  What t h e  h igher  c o u r t s  have done i n  t h i s  case so f a r  i s  s a y  "NO, 
w e  won ' t  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  ev idence ."  The m e r i t s  of t h e  r e c e i v e r s h i p  have 
n o t  been cons ide red  y e t .  
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They say :  
improperly c a m e  i n t o  p o s s e s s i o n  of church documents. 

FACTS: Documents w e r e  t a k e n  from h e r e  by d i s s i d e n t s .  People  who had 
a u t h o r i t y  over  i n t e r n a l  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents and r e c o r d s  d i d n ' t  g i v e  
them t o  t h e  At to rney  General .  So how d i d  t h e  At torney  General  g e t  them? 
Not l a w f u l l y  . 
I f  you receive s t o l e n  p r o p e r t y ,  i t  i s  a crime i f  you do it knowingly. 
They w i l l  a r r e s t  you and p r o s e c u t e  you. But t h e  At torney  General  can  g e t  
by w i t h  r e c e i v i n g  s t o l e n  documents and who i s  supposed t o  p r o s e c u t e  t h e  
man who i s  supposed t o  p rosecu te?  No one! And t h a t  i s  why t h i s  i s  a 
dangerous s i t ua t ion - -because  they  have p l aced  themselves  above -- t h e  law. 

W e  have no reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  At torney  General  ... 

Bringing  a "Pub l i c "  Media t o  H e e l  

" I t ' s  awesome, and i t ' s  f r i g h t e n i n g , "  said M r .  Helqe,  " t o  w i t n e s s  any 
g r e a t  power . . . y  ou g e t  close t o  t h a t  mountain i n  t h e  Northwest t h a t  i s  
ready  t o  e r u p t ;  I t e l l  you it i s  f r i g h t e n i n g  when t h e  e a r t h  shakes.  ... And 
w e  are f i g h t i n g  a power t h a t  [it i s  becoming more and more a p p a r e n t ]  i s  a 
g r e a t  power--not g r e a t  i n  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  b u t  i n  power." And so  M r .  Helge 
expressed  how it f e e l s  t o  see t h a t  power compel a TV s t a t i o n ,  a s t r o n g  
medium f o r  molding p u b l i c  op in ion  i n  t h i s  s t a t e ,  come t o  h e e l  l i k e  a puppy 
dog ! 

M r .  Helge t h e n  exp la ined  how t h e  Government i s  always t r y i n g  t o  g a i n  more 
power and how t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  was des igned  t o  s t a n d  between u s  and t h e  
Government. But people  who g e t  i n t o  government w i t h  i t s  t r a p p i n g s  of 
power are always t r y i n g  t o  circumvent  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  res t r ic ts  
t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y .  When t h e y  succeed t h e y  have more power. 

So who i s  t o  pr 'otect  t h e  people?  The judges  w e r e  i n t ended  t o  s i t  a s  un- 
b i a sed  a r b i t e r s .  M r .  Helge noted t h a t  t h e r e  are some good judges ,  b u t  
m o s t  are n o t  going t o  do any th ing  r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e s e  men 
have c o f f e e  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e y  come i n  and go o u t  toge ther - - they  r u b  shou lde r s .  
So when a judge i s  mis l ed  by t h e  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of  an unscrupulous  
a t t o r n e y ,  it i s  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  ano the r  judge t o  o v e r t u r n  h i s  pee r  who 
made a bad d e c i s i o n .  

Th i s  Experience Confirms t h e  Church ' s  Teachings 

While i t  i s  f r i g h t e n i n g  and awesome t o  see t h e  S t a t e ' s  power, it i s  a l s o  
confirming s o m e  ve ry  impor t an t  and b a s i c  t r u t h s  t o  M r .  Helge. H e  s a i d ,  
"TO m e ,  it conf i rms  t h e  B i b l e ,  t h a t  it i s  S a t a n ' s  wor ld ,  t h a t  i t ' s  S a t a n ' s  
government, i t ' s  h i s  system, and t h a t  i n  t h e  long run  and over t h e  long 
h a u l ,  n o t  coun t ing  a few e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e r e  i s  no [ t r u e ]  j u s t i c e . "  

H e  t hen  p o i n t e d  o u t  how men w i l l  t r y  one form of government and when it 
f a i l s  t h e y  w i l l  t r y  ano the r .  
governments, t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  t h a t  one which w i l l  s o l v e  t h e i r  problems. 
"And man keeps t h i n k i n g  t h a t  i f  w e  can j u s t  change t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of o u r  
government some way, i f  w e  can  j u s t  do t h a t  w e ' r e  go ing  t o  have happiness ,  
w e ' r e  go ing  t o  have peace.  M r .  Armstrong w a s  r i g h t !  ... no government of 
man h a s ,  o r  i s ,  ever going  t o  work s u c c e s s f u l l y  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  
people  it governs.  

Men keep t r y i n g  t o  change and modify t h e i r  

(Continued on page 11) 
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SUPPORTIVE ARTICLES AND P U B L I C I T Y  ABOUT CHURCH CASE PROLIFERATE 

More and  more a r t i c l e s  are making t h e i r  way i n t o  p r i n t  t h a t  e x p r e s s  con- 
c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ’ s  a s s a u l t  on  God’s  Church. We are  r e p r o -  
d u c i n g ,  by  p e r m i s s i o n ,  t w o  s y n d i c a t e d  a r t i c l e s  by w i d e l y - r e a d  c o l u m n i s t s .  
Many of you w i l l  r e c o g n i z e  James J. K i l p a t r i c k ’ s  name due  t o  h i s  many 
a p p e a r a n c e s  on t h e  6 0  Minu tes  TV program i n  t h e  “ P o i n t ,  C o u n t e r p o i n t ”  
segment.  

- 

The Washington P o s t  Company i s  p e r m i t t i n g  u s  t o  r e p r i n t  W i l l i a m  Raspbe r ry  
a r t i c l e .  
seems t o  h i t  a r e s p o n s i v e  chord  i n  t h e  minds of many who watch  f o r ,  
r e g u l a r l y  r e a d ,  h i s  commentar ies .  

H i s  column i s  p i c k e d  up by many p a p e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  and 
and 

A Conservative View 

California 
By JAMES K. KlLPATRlCK 
WASHINGTON-Same biz- 

arre First Amendment cases 
get to the U. S. Supreme Court 
every term, but you might have 
to go back to the days of 
Thomas Jeffersm to find a case 
mrre mind-boggling than the 
assault of the state of California 
upan the Worldwide Church of 
cod. 

Jefferson’s greatest con- 
tribution to the concept of in- 
dividual liberty was his Statute 
at Religious Freedom The 
sage d Mmticello must be 
spinning in his grave. 
Cal i fornia  ’ s incred ib le  
takeover of the Worldwide 
Church of God makes a 
travesty of the Jeffersonian 
doctrine. If ever a case 
presented a brazen intrusion by 
the state upon the free exercise 
d religion, this is it. 

The facts are not even 
signifhntly in dispute. Toward 
the end d 1978, a schism 
developed within the Pasadena- 
b a A  Warldwide Church at 
God. The patriarchal leader of 
the chrrh, Syear-ald Herbert 
w . Amstrong, split with his 4& 
year-old son Garner Ted 
Armstrong. Half a dozen 
dissident members of the 
church complained to the 
California attorney general 
that the senior Armstrang and 
his close associate, Stanley R. 
Rader, were overpaid; that 
they were pilfering church 

Takeover Of Church Incomprehensible 
property; that they had cow 
spired to sell church property 
at less than its fair value; that 
they had shredded church 
documents to prevent their 
disclosure; and that they were 
living in luxury at the expense 
d the church’s 70,000 members. 

The Worldwide Church of 
God, like many other 
denominstions, owns its 
property as a nonprofit cor- 
poration. Under the law of 
California, a l l  such property is 
viewed as the property of the 
general public. The attorney 
general is charged with 
examining church records to 
determine if the public has been 
defrauded, or if a church has 

regulating charitable trusts. It 
is apparently immaterial ,that a 
clurch, as in this case, never 
has solicited funds from the 
“general public,” but relies 
only upon the contributions of 
its awn members scattered 
acraps the nation. 

On the morning of Jan. 3, 
1979, retired Judge Steven 
Weisman, accanpanied by a 
platoon of lawyers representing 
the six dissidents and the a t  
tomey general descended upon 
the church’s headquarters. 
Weisman had an astoniShing 
announcement: Without one 
word of notice to the church, he 
had been appointed its 

failed to comply with laws 

receiver. He came armed with 
an ex parte court order 
directing him to take 
possession and control of the 
church, including all its assets; 
to take Over the management of 
the church to the extent that he 
deemed necessary in his sole 
discretion; to suspend or ter- 
minate any employee, and so 
on. One of Weisman’s first acts 
was to fire the church’s 
executive secretary Virginia 
Kineston. 

For the next seven weeks, 
until church leaders were able 
to get the receivership Illted 
under a $3.4 million bond, 
agents of the state roamed at 
will through nearly 7,000 seized 
documents. The attorney 
general demanded that former 
church officials produce for 
judicial hpectim not only 
financial records but also 
confidential papers having to 
do with matters of ministry and 
theology-for example, the 
unpublished page proofs of a 
manuscript, ”The Doctrine of 
the Worldwide Church of God.” 

At no point has the church 
been accused of any injury to 
the public health or safety; the 
trial court has stressed that the 
church “has not been accused 
of any wrongdoing.” The most 
serious allegations, having to 
do with the below-value sale of 
real estate for private gain, 
haye been dismissed as mere 

,2 1 9 8 0  U n i v e r s a l  Press S y n d i c a t e  

hearsay. 
It is beyond compreMId* 

beyond my comprehension, 
anyhow--how the state of 
California can assert a power to 
control what a church e m  
ployee is paid. That issue lies at 
the very heart of this case. The 
basic allegation is that Arm- 
strong and especially Rader 
were “siphoning off” church 
funds through their own 
sal&es and perquisites. In 
Weisman’s view, Rader’s 
$2OO,OOO annual salary was  
“outrageous.” Remarkably, 
Weisman has submitted a bill 
for his services as receiver 
amounting to $51,OOO for the 
seven weeks’ work, which 
figures out to an annual rate d 
$378,ooO. Attorneys for the six 
dissidents-who incidentally 
have withdrawn from the case- 
are seeking $175,OOa in fees to 
be paid from the frozen church 
funds. 

The church’s petition for 
Supreme Court review is 
supported by friend-of-the- 
court motions from the 
National Council of Churches of 
Christ and from a number of 
B a p t i s t ,  M e t h o d i s t ,  
Presbyterian and Evangelical 
bodies. The high court was 
expected to  consider the 
petition at its conference this 
past Friday, March 21. A 
decision could be announced 
any day. 

R e p r i n t e d  g y  P e r m i s s i o n  of U n i v e r s a l  Press S y n d i c a t e  
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An Assault 
On the Church 

Thar#oroeggeneddCaliloroiahashis 
ewn idea8 abart church&& separatim 

chareh ppezty b plhlic property. 
Church maoey fs public money. Contribu- 
tions to chwchea ore, fn fact, contributions 
to the "people of the state of California." 

The attorney general is perfectly willing to 
let church officials run their religious organi- 
zations, but if they should mess up, then he 
brr no choice but to move in to enforce the 
*t!i of "the people" 

And none of this hes anything to do with 
the First Amendment guarantee of religious 
fredom. 
"I don't see how else we can make sure 

tboy are what they say they areand that they 
are not misusing the charitable funds," said 
the top deputy to state Attorney General 
GeorgeDeukmejian. 
He w a ~ ~  exp- why, fn January 1979. 

puty to take over the Pasadena offices of the 
Worldwide Church of God, confiscate its ree 
mds, replace ita top officers with a courtap 
pointed receiver (paid out of church furrdsl 
8nd fire members of the church staff. 

It aee.ms that some halldozen members of 
the 100,0O&member church had complained 

bert W. Armstrong, the founder, and his sec- 
stanlep Rader, wexe using 

Copyright 

*state of California sent an armed raiding 

thrt the ChWh leadership, including Her- 

church money for their personal enrich 
men+ 

What is the evidence to hack up the aant 
plaint? Apparently the authoritits are still 
searching for it. What they have come ap 
with so far is evidence of sumptuous living, in- 
cluding a good deal of international travel (of- 
ficials call it missionary work) on the part of 
some of the church's leaders, and some unu- 
sually high salaries. The &yeadd Arm 
strong wassnaking a repotted $ZXWOr year. 

But the membership knew about the la* 
living, the travel and the high pay. In what 
way did it constitute fraud? And without 6 
dence of fraud-or even with l w n  what 
authority did the state move to take over the 
church? 

Back to the attorney general's theory. As 
be reads the California statutes, every char$ 
table organization in the state is a public 
trust Every church fs a charitable arganizp. 
tion. Erg% every church the state is a p u b  
tic trust, whose assets-includfng buildings 
and money- held in trust for the benefit 
of the general public. 
It's an easy path from that audacious be= 

ginning to the conclusion that church of% 
cers are in fact public trustees, subject to 
oversight and removal by the state. 
Fortunately. if belatedly, a number bi re& 

gious and civil liberties organizations have 

1980 The Washington Post 
Reprinted by Permission 

mmmrnbsan . . .  
decided to appose the attorney general's 
reading of the Constitution. 
Among those seeking leave to file amicus 

briefs with the U.S. Supreme Court are the 
National Council of Churches of Christ, the 
Synagogue Council of America, the Baptist 
Joint Committee for Public Affairs, the Na- 
tional Association of Evangelists, the Lu- 
theran Church in America, the United Pres- 
byterian Church and others ranging from 
the American Civil Liberties Union of South- 
em California to the Unification Church 
(bides). The mafn petition was drafted by 
Prof. Laurence H. Tribe of the Harvard Law 
SchooL 
The petitioners are nniformly alarmed at 

the attorney general's disregard of the wall 
between church and state and at his notion 
that churches are somehow answerable to a 
nonchurch public. 
As one of them put it, the attorney g e n e  

al's public-trust theory is "a throwback to the 
Middle Ages which could well lead to the im 
position of stabdictated standards and COP 
trol of church operations and practices." 
You don't have to subscribe to the d m  

trines and practices of the Worldwide 
Church of God to see that DeukmeJian's 
theory, if allowed to stand, could render 
meaningless the whole notion of religious 
freedom. 

Company 
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Our P h y s i c a l  and Legal  Hope (Continued from page 8 )  

"Our p h y s i c a l  and l e g a l  hope," exp la ined  M r .  Helge,  " i s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  
Supreme Court  o r  t h e  U.S. Supreme Cour t ,  [bo th  of whom] h o p e f u l l y  are 
f a r  enough away from t h e  c o r r u p t  i n f l u e n c e  of t h i s  power, w i l l  h e a r  o u r  
c a s e . "  So w e  hope t h a t  one of t h e s e  h igh  c o u r t s  w i l l  see f i t  t o  c a l l  up 
t h e  r e c o r d s  and h e a r  ou r  case and r e v e r s e  what has  been happening down i n  
t h e  lower c o u r t s .  

H e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  a l though  t h i s  i s  something w e  should p r a y  a b o u t ,  w e  a l so  
need t o  be  s u r e  t h a t  w e  are l e a r n i n g  t h e  l e s s o n  t h a t  God wants u s  t o  l e a r n  
from t h i s  t r i a l :  " t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no r e a l  j u s t i c e  i n  t h i s  world,  t h e r e  i s  
n o t  r ea l  peace i n  t h i s  world,  t h e r e  i s  no rea l  happiness  and t h e r e  i s  n o t  
going t o  be [under man's r u l e ]  ! 'I 

God's W i l l  B e  Done 

M r .  Helge cau t ioned  t h a t  we've a l s o  g o t  t o  have something else i n  mind, 
and t h a t  i s  God's w i l l .  Even as w e  always p ray  t h a t  God's w i l l  be  done, 
he s a i d ,  " i s  it  God's w i l l  t h a t  maybe t h i s  i s  t h e  commencement of t h e  
beginning  of t h e  end? I ' m  n o t  say ing  it i s ,  I ' m  on ly  a sk ing  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  
Believe m e ,  I do n o t  p u r p o r t  t o  know. B u t  i n  A c t s  i t  t a l k s  about  t h e  
Church having been s c a t t e r e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

"If  you r e a d  i n  Hebrews 11 ... what does i t  t e l l  you t h e r e ?  I t  t e l l s  you 
about  people  t h a t  w e r e  p e r s e c u t e d  and s c a t t e r e d  and f l e e i n g .  They w e r e  
be ing  p e r s e c u t e d  c o n s t a n t l y  and con t inuous ly .  It  s a y s ,  ' . . . o f  whom t h e  
world w a s  n o t  even worthy . . . I  I t  a l s o  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  when w e ' r e  pe r secu ted  
i n  one c i t y  t o  go t o  ano the r .  Is  t h a t  t i m e  h e r e  now?" 

M r .  Helge t h e n  admonished u s  t o  n o t  lose f a i t h  i n  o u r  l e a d e r s ,  o r  t h e  
Church because of t h i s  l a w s u i t .  Nor should w e  l o s e  f a i t h  i n  God i f  
a r r e s t s  and i n d i c t m e n t s  should  come f o r t h .  H e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  he was n o t  
say ing  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  going t o  happen, b u t  i f  it does ,  w e  should no t  be  
too  good t o  expe r i ence  t h e  same treLcment t h e  a p o s t l e  Pau l  endured. 

The S t a t e  has  g o t t e n  so involved  and s o  s t eeped  i n  t h i s  mat te r ,  s a i d  M r .  
Helge,  r t I ' m  t e l l i n g  you i t ' s  going t o  t a k e  a miracle from God t o  have it 
end peaceable .  We're going t o  be  peaceab le ,  bu t .  . . t h i s  r e a l l y  i s  t h e  
f i r s t  opponent,  when you s t o p  t o  t h i n k  about  i t ,  t h a t  a l l  j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  
l i t e r a l l y  has  t h e  power t o  c r u s h  t h i s  church  i n  t h e  s t a t e  of  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
b a r r i n g  one f a c t o r  and one f a c t o r  a lone :  t h a t ' s  t h e  power of God. Physi-  
c a l l y  speaking ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  opponent t h a t  w e  have ever come up 
a g a i n s t  t h a t  p o s s e s s e s  t h a t  power. NOW, a g a i n ,  I ' m  n o t  say ing  t h a t ' s  
going t o  happen. I ' m  n o t  s t a n d i n g  up h e r e  as a p rophe t . "  

Where W i l l  I t  A l l  Lead? 

M r .  Helge noted t h a t  now t h e s e  men w i l l  s t o p  a t  no th ing .  But if they  
do succeed i n  g e t t i n g  a l l  t h e  documents t h e y ' l l  f i n d  no th ing ,  and t h e  
wors t  we've l o s t  are t h e  F i r s t  Amendment r i g h t s .  H e  s a i d ,  " T h a t ' s  p r e t t y  
much of  a loss, b u t  I ' m  s ay ing  a l l  t h e  churches  lose then .  Right?  [ B u t ]  
t h a t ' s  n o t  my on ly  concern.  My concern a l s o  i s  t h a t  t h e  At to rney  General  
i s  going t o  t a k e  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h i s  Church has  done f o r  4 0  y e a r s  t h a t  
w e r e  r i g h t ,  t h a t  w e r e  f i t ,  t h a t  w e r e  p r o p e r ,  and l a b e l  them a s  'wrong. '  
H e ' s  going t o  p u t  a l a b e l  on them t h a t  w i l l  say t h e s e  are wrong, t h e s e  a z e  
c o r r u p t ,  t h e s e  are crimes, t h e s e  are f r a u d . "  
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So t h e  Work of God may someday be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  i l l e g a l - - e v e n  c r i m i n a l .  
The At torney  General  i s  a l r e a d y  moving a g a i n s t  o t h e r  churches  i n  t h e  
S t a t e ,  l a b e l i n g  c e r t a i n  " t r a v e l  expenses" as  " f r a u d u l e n t , "  e tc .  " T h e r e ' s  
a b i l l  now i n  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  h o p e f u l l y  i s  going t o  t a k e  away 
h i s  c i v i l  power t o  p e r s e c u t e  churches [our  l a w s u i t  i s  a c i v i l  o n e ] , "  M r .  
Helge reminded t h e  audience.  But he may s imply t a k e  h i s  cha rges  and cate- 
g o r i z e  them as  " c r i m i n a l "  as he has  a l r e a d y  done i n  o t h e r  cases. 

I n  conc lus ion  M r .  Helge noted t h a t  t h i s  c a s e  i s  o n l y  one smal l  a s p e c t  of  
t h e  whole of  world c o n d i t i o n s  which a r e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  r a p i d l y .  H e  c lo sed  
by r e f e r r i n g  t o  Luke 2 1 : 3 6  and Hebrews 1 0 : 2 5  which urge  u s  t o  "Watch and 
p r a y , "  and " n o t  f o r s a k e  t h e  assembling of your se lves  t o g e t h e r . "  

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

Comments From P a s t o r ' s  Repor ts  

JOPLIN, MO--VINCE SZYMKOWIAK: The b r e t h r e n  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  d i r e c -  
t i o n  t h e  Work i s  t a k i n g  under M r .  He rbe r t  W. Armstrong. There i s  a b i g  
d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  way t h i n g s  are now i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  way t h i n g s  
w e r e  a few y e a r s  ago. A l s o ,  t h i s  a r e a  h a s  been b l e s s e d  w i t h  some d rama t i c  
h e a l i n g s  t h e  p a s t  few months. 

RUSSELLVILLE, AR--KEN MATTSON: Continued s o l i d  suppor t  f o r  M r .  Armstrong. 
People  amazed a t  a l l  he i s  accomplishing and t h a n k f u l  f o r  God's d i r e c t i o n .  

B I L L I N G S ,  MT--GENE WATKINS: Church seems f ine- -people  s e e m  t o  be growing 
s t e a d i l y  a s  w e  are g e t t i n g  back on t h e  t r a c k .  

SPOKANE, WA--ROGER FOSTER: The s p i r i t  of t h e  members i s  s t i l l  good--very 
much behind t h e  Work and M r .  Armstrong. Rea l ly  a p p r e c i a t e  M r .  Armstrong 's  
B ib le  s t u d i e s  on Romans. 

CHICAGO SOUTHEAST, IL--ROGER ABELS: Everyone t h a t  I have t a l k e d  t o  i s  
very impressed w i t h  t h e  t a p e s  from M r .  Armstrong. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  food t h a t  t h e y  p r o v i d e ,  t h e y  have a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e d  M r .  Arm- 
s t r o n g ' s  renewed energy  and s t r e n g t h .  

KLAMATH FALLS, OR--FRED DAVIS:  Everyone seems ve ry  aware of t h e  t r e n d s  
and p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  new decade as  exp la ined  by M r .  Armstrong. The 
b r e t h r e n  are solidly behind him. 

SEDRO WOOLLEY, WA--VALDEN WHITE: Church is warm--attendance r i s i n g .  We're 
forming a c h o i r .  

TULSA, OK--DONALD MASON: The Church h e r e  seems ve ry  p o s i t i v e  and respon- 
sive t o  M r .  Armstrong. M r .  Armstrong 's  B i b l e  s t u d y  t a p e s  have r e a l l y  
helped t o  d i s p e l  any doubt  about  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  l e a d  under  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  
PM a c t i v i t y  is up. Some a r e  coming i n t o  c o n t a c t  v i a  r e l a t i v e s  and y e t  
a l l  seem t o  be  mot iva ted  by world e v e n t s  and M r .  Armst rong ' s  b r o a d c a s t s .  

PORTLAND EAST, OR--J IM HAEFFELE: Dvera l l ,  t h e  b r e t h r e n  are v e r y  p o s i t i v e  
toward t h e  Work and are t o t a l l y  behind M r .  Armstrong i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  
g r e a t  commission. Everyone i s  looking  forward t o  Passover and M r .  Water- 
house be ing  h e r e  f o r  s e r v i c e s .  

DULUTH, MN--BILL GORDON: Church i s  s o l i d ,  l ook ing  forward t o  Passover .  
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SHREVEPORT, LA--BILL BRADFORD: W e  have had record-breaking  a t t e n d a n c e  
t h i s  month. The membership i s  showing more and more suppor t  f o r  God's 
Church. 

C H I C O ,  CA--MARC SEGALL: Bre thren  a r e  responding ve ry  w e l l  t o  M r .  Arm-  
s t r o n g ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  concern ing  t h e  c l e a n i n g  up and s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of o u r  
s p i r i t u a l  l i v e s  and o u r  suppor t  of t h e  Work. 

Five new P M ' s  c o n t a c t e d  m e  t h i s  month a lone .  Most of  t h e s e  have a l r e a d y  
begun t o  a t t e n d  Church. Most of t h e  growth has  been i n  t h e  Redding a r e a ,  
where w e  d i d n ' t  begin t o  grow u n t i l  d i s s i d e n t  GTA s u p p o r t e r s  w e r e  p u t  o u t  
of t h e  Church l a s t  y e a r .  PT newsstand program growing s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  N e w  
s u b s c r i b e r s  are way up. Bre thren  are ve ry  e x c i t e d  about  M r .  Armstrong 's  
coming t r i p s .  A l s o ,  v e r y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of M r .  R a d e r ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  Work. 
W e  would love  t o  see t h e  f i l m  on t h e  r e c e i v e r s h i p  i f  p o s s i b l e .  W e  a r e  
looking  forward t o  M r .  Waterhouse ' s  v i s i t .  

A f t e r  complet ing t h e  f o u r t h  month a s  p a s t o r  of Chico, I wanted t o  e x p r e s s  
t o  t h o s e  ove r  m e  a t  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  how deep ly  a p p r e c i a t i v e  my w i f e  
and I are f o r  t h i s  oppor tun i ty .  W e  have been a b l e  t o  deve lop  an  i n i t i a l l y  
f i n e  r a p p o r t  w i t h  t h e  b r e t h r e n .  One of my p e r s o n a l  g o a l s  i s  t o  s t r i v e  
w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  God t o  never  a l low t h e  f r e s h n e s s  of a p p r e c i a t i o n ,  t h e  
n o v e l t y ,  t h e  deep f e e l i n g  of g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  c a l l i n g  t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  
God has  g iven  u s ,  t o  w e a r  o f f  o r  d imin i sh .  If  w e  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  a r e  
c o n t i n u a l l y  t h a n k f u l  f o r  o u r  c a l l i n g ,  w e  w i l l  h o p e f u l l y  grow t o  be more 
e f f e c t i v e  i n  s e r v i c e  t o  God. 

European French-Speaking Churches V i s i t e d  

M r .  Dibar Apar t i an  r e t u r n e d  A p r i l  8 t h  from a ve ry  h e c t i c  five-week t r i p  
t o  v i s i t  t h e  French-speaking churches  i n  Europe over t h e  F e a s t  o f  Un- 
leavened Bread. 

A f t e r  f l y i n g  from L o s  Angeles t o  Geneva, he found he had t o  conduct  a 
p u b l i c  B i b l e  l e c t u r e  t h e  s a m e  evening i n  Lausanne, S w i t z e r l a n d ,  4 0  m i l e s  
away. T h a t ' s  how t h e  t r i p  s t a r t ed ,  and t h a t ' s  how it continued--24 
p u b l i c  B i b l e  l e c t u r e s  t o  which La Pure V e r i t e  s u b s c r i b e r s  w e r e  i n v i t e d ,  
1 0  sermons t o  European churches ,  f o u r  B i b l e  S t u d i e s  and one t e l e v i s i o n  
in t e rv i ew.  

A s  M r .  Apa r t i an  s t a t e d  i n  a B i b l e  s t u d y  i n  Pasadena,  " i f  I wasn ' t  
speaking I w a s  t r a v e l l i n g . "  Every major c i t y  i n  France ,  Belgium and 
t h e  French-speaking area of Swi t ze r l and  was covered.  

Cold, windy weather  w i t h  r a i n  and snow d i d n ' t  h e l p  much. Y e t  2 0  t o  25  
s u b s c r i b e r s  (on t h e  ave rage )  a t t e n d e d  each l e c t u r e ,  w i t h  a h igh  of 4 7  
new people  a t t e n d i n g  i n  C h a r l e r o i ,  Belgium. 

M r .  Apa r t i an  made s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  on changes i n  European 
l i f e .  The preoccupat ion  w i t h  s e c u r i t y  and s a f e t y  exper ienced  i n  t h e  U.S. 
has  caught  up w i t h  Europe. People  are r e l u c t a n t  t o  come o u t  a t  n i g h t ,  
and i n  Pa r i s ,  a re  a f r a i d  t o  u s e  t h e  subway t r a i n s  i n  t h e  evening. 

A more open h o s t i l i t y  towards t h e  U . S .  was e v i d e n t ,  and American f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y  i s  ill regarded.  I n  France ,  it was d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  news of t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  I r a n .  The main i n t e r e s t s  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  E . E . C . ,  and con- 
s t a n t  f r i c t i o n  between B r i t a i n  and France w a s  e v i d e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  over  
monetary c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  E . E . C .  
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P e o p l e  are becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  aware t h a t  "someth ing  i s  happening"  i n  
w o r l d  e v e n t s .  M r .  A p a r t i a n  w a s  able  t o  c a p i t a l i z e  on t h i s  i n  t h e  i n t e r -  
view i n  S w i t z e r l a n d  f o r  t h e  T . V .  program "L'Antenne es t  a Vous" (The 
Antenna i s  Y o u r s ) ,  when he  answered  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  c o v e r e d  t h e  r e t u r n  of 
C h r i s t ,  t h e  g o s p e l  message and  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  v i s i t s  t o  w o r l d  l e a d e r s .  
( I n  s t r o n g l y  Roman C a t h o l i c  F r a n c e ,  a s u r v e y  showed 5 0 %  o f  t h o s e  i n t e r -  
viewed w e r e  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  C h r i s t  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t e d ,  and 6 0 %  o f  t h e  re- 
mainder  w e r e  n o t  s u r e  he would r e t u r n ) .  

M r .  A p a r t i a n  r epor t ec !  t h a t  a l l  o u r  c h u r c h e s  i n  Europe are  d o i n g  w e l l ,  and 
t h e  m o s t  u r g e n t  needs  w e r e  m i n i s t e r i a l  manpower and a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  f i -  
n a n c e s  t o  a d v e r t i s e  e x t e n s i v e l y .  

Con t inued  Growth I n  Canadian  Work 

The t u r n a r o u n d  i n  t h e  Canadian  Work c o n t i n u e s  t o  be e v i d e n t .  March h a s  
been  a month o f  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  the  g a i n s  of t h e  f i r s t  t w o  months of t h e  
y e a r .  Responses  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  come i n  h e a v i l y  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  media  
campaigns a l o n g  w i t h  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  r e q u e s t s  f o r  basic d o c t r i n a l  
b o o k l e t s  o n  b a p t i s m  and prophecy .  

Church a t t e n d a n c e  f i g u r e s  are  up and a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  the number of r e q u e s t s  
for  v i s i t s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  l o c a t i o n  o f  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e s  h a s  a l so  
become pronounced.  

Income f o r  t h e  month showed a h e a l t h y  1 7 %  above l a s t  March d e s p i t e  a 
c u r r e n t  i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  o f  a round  1 0 %  ( s m a l l  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  many n a t i o n s ) .  

N e w  T e l e v i s i o n  Buys: I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  improve t h e  media  c o v e r a g e  i n  
Canada, 52-week c o n t r a c t s  w e r e  r e c e n t l y  s i g n e d  w i t h  1 3  T .V.  s t a t i o n s  f o r  
a i r i n g  o f  The World T o m o r r o w  T . V .  program. C o i n c i d i n g  w i t h  Mr. A r m -  
s t r o n g ' s  announcement o f  r e g u l a r  new programing,  w e  f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  a b o u t  
t h i s  renewed t h r u s t  i n t o  e l e c t r o n i c  media .  The T . V .  b r o a d c a s t  s h o u l d  
b e g i n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  areas A p r i l  1 9 t h / 2 0 t h :  Vancouver;  V i c t o r i a ;  P r i n c e  
George; L l o y d m i n s t e r ;  R e d  Deer: Medic ine  H a t :  York ton;  Brandon: Sudbury;  
Timmins; N o r t h  Bay: Pembroke; Bar r ie ;  Thunder Bay; H a l i f a x ;  S t .  J o h n ' s ,  
Newfoundland; S t .  J o h n ,  New Brunswick;  Moncton; and F r e d e r i c t o n .  

Ad Campaign R e s u l t s :  The PLAIN TRUTH f i l e  h a s  doub led  i n  t h e  p a s t  t w o  
months w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a l i t t l e  over 7 0 , 0 0 0  new s u b s c r i b e r s .  The 
f i l e  f o r  L a  PURE VERITE i s  on i t s  way t o  d o u b l i n g  a l so .  New s u b s c r i p t i o n s  
as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  newspaper f l y e r  campaign a r e  i n  e x c e s s  of 2 0 , 0 0 0 .  
F rench  and  E n g l i s h  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  now t o t a l  close t o  1 9 0 , 0 0 0 .  

V a r i o u s  programs are ongo ing  ( e . g .  t h e  newss tand  program, c u r r e n t l y  
y i e l d i n g  n i n e  t i m e s  t h e  normal ra te  of  s u b s c r i p t i o n  r e q u e s t s )  and  o t h e r s  
are i n  t h e  wel l -advanced  p l a n n i n g  stages. H o p e f u l l y ,  t h e  momentum 
a l r e a d y  c r e a t e d  w i l l  b e  s u s t a i n e d  w i t h  God ' s  b l e s s i n g .  

Work I n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  Marches On 

P l a i n  T r u t h  L e c t u r e s :  M r .  C o l i n  A d a i r  conduc ted  t w o  P l a i n  T r u t h  L e c t u r e s  
t h i s  F e b r u a r y .  The f i r s t  w a s  h e l d  i n  Naga C i t y  a b o u t  440 km s o u t h  of 
Mani la  on  F e b r u a r y  2nd. T o t a l  a t t e n d a n c e  w a s  136--78 w e r e  non-members 
and 58 w e r e  m e m b e r s .  T h i s  l e c t u r e  w a s  f o l l o w e d  up w i t h  a B i b l e  s emina r  
t he  f o l l o w i n g  day  and  67  p e r s o n s  w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  2 0  of whom w e r e  non-members. 

The second  l e c t u r e  w a s  h e l d  l a s t  F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  i n  Tac loban  
C i t y  some 6 5 0  km s o u t h  o f  Mani la .  T o t a l  a t t e n d a n c e  w a s  52--28 of whom 
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w e r e  non-members. This  l ec tu re  was a l s o  fol lowed up wi th  a B i b l e  seminar 
t h e  fo l lowing  day; o f  t h e  4 4  pe r sons  i n  a t t e n d a n c e ,  e i g h t  w e r e  new people .  

P l a i n  Tru th :  I n  February ,  7 7 7  r e q u e s t s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f o r  new P T  sub- 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s .  Th i s  brought  t h e  number of yea r - to -da te  r e q u e s t s  t o  2 0 8 0 .  
C i r c u l a t i o n  t o t a l  i s  now 31,300--down from t h e  p rev ious  t o t a l  of 4 1 , 0 5 0 .  
Consequently,  a campaign w i l l  b e  launched t o  s t e p  up PT c i r c u l a t i o n  through 
PT c o l o r  brochures  which w i l l  be  i n s e r t e d  i n  newspapers and magazines.  An 
i n i t i a l  number o f  1 0 , 0 0 0  brochures  w i l l  be d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  ou t -  
l e t s  throughout  t h e  count ry .  

Another 1 0 , 0 0 0  c o p i e s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  v i a  newsstand o u t l e t s  i n  Manila ,  
Cebu, Davao, and Zamboanga. Year-to-date t o t a l  o f  PT r e q u e s t s  f r o m  news- 
s t a n d s  now t o t a l  4 0 7 .  

F inances :  F i r s t  account  year - to-da te  income a t  t h e  end of February s tood  
a t  a 3 9 %  i n c r e a s e  ove r  t h e  same p e r i o d  l a s t  year .  

--Joe Tkach, M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

1 9 8 0  FEAST O F  TABERNACLES INFORMATION 

P r e p a r a t i o n s  a r e  w e l l  underway f o r  t h e  1 9 8 0  F e a s t  of Tabernac les .  W e  
hope t h a t  t h e  F e s t i v a l  i n fo rma t ion  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  Worldwide N e w s  w i l l  
serve a s  a u s e f u l  t o o l  f o r  t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  your a r e a  i n  t h e i r  F e s t i v a l  
p r e p a r a t i o n s .  W e  r ea l ize  t h e r e  w i l l  be problems i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  of 
"own arrangements-." W e  w i l l  t r y  t o  assist you i n  any way w e  can t o  w o r k  
through them. 

T r a n s f e r s  

One area which must be  c l a r i f i e d  r e g a r d s  t r a n s f e r s .  Bre th ren  are begin- 
n ing  t o  make housing r e s e r v a t i o n s  ( e i t h e r  on t h e i r  own, or through t h e  
convent ion bureau)  i n  t h e i r  t r a n s f e r  r e q u e s t  s i t e  b e f o r e  t h e y  have been 
approved! T h i s  c a u s e s  compl i ca t ions  i n  two ways: 

1. Regular ly  a s s igned  b r e t h r e n  may - have more d i f f i c u l t y  i n  l o c a t i n g  
housing ( e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  s m a l l e r  s i tes  such as  V a i l ,  Co lo rado) .  

2. The t r a n s f e r  r e q u e s t o r  may be  inconvenienced by having t o  c a n c e l  
h i s  r e s e r v a t i o n s  and perhaps  f o r f e i t  d e p o s i t  money i f  and when 
h i s  t r a n s f e r  r e q u e s t  has  t o  be denied .  

W e  w i l l  be  t r y i n g  t o  approve - a l l  t r a n s f e r  r e q u e s t s !  However, w e  do have 
t o  work w i t h i n  t h e  housing and s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t i e s  of each  F e s t i v a l  s i t e .  
An a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t o r  i s  t h a t  w e  must w a i t  t o  see how many b r e t h r e n  w i l l  
be s t a y i n g  i n  t h e i r  a s s igned  si tes b e f o r e  w e  know how many t r a n s f e r s  can 
be accepted.  

So, w e  are r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  wishing t o  t r a n s f e r  p l e a s e  w a i t  -- f o r  
approval  b e f o r e  making t h e i r  housing r e s e r v a t i o n s .  W e  thank  you f o r  your 
p a t i e n c e  and your coopera t ion!  

Our Apologies 

When w e  s e n t  t h e  F e s t i v a l  Advisor Informat ion  Packe t s  t o  each  church 
p a s t o r ,  w e  f o r g o t  t o  i n c l u d e  an exp lana t ion  of what it was and who it w a s  
f o r .  Please f o r g i v e  us  i f  you w e r e  inconvenienced by t h i s  error! 
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Reminder Regarding Housing Arrangements 

Please remind your congrega t ions  t h a t  ve ry  s h o r t l y  t h e y  w i l l  be  r e c e i v i n g  
t h e  s p e c i a l  F e s t i v a l  E d i t i o n  of t h e  Worldwide N e w s .  T h i s  e d i t i o n  w i l l  
g i v e  each  m e m b e r  a more complete unders tanding  of  t h e  changes t h a t  have 
been made i n  f e s t i v a l  p l ann ing  f o r  t h i s  y e a r ,  and w i l l  a l s o  g i v e  them a 
clearer unders tanding  of t h e  i n s  and o u t s  of making t h e i r  housing a r r ange -  
ments. W e  would a p p r e c i a t e  it i f  you would u rge  your congrega t ions  t o  
hold o f f  making t h e i r  housing arrangements  u n t i l  t h e y  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  c o p i e s  
of t h e  Worldwide N e w s  so as t o  avoid  any p o s s i b l e  confus ion  i n  t h e  a r e a  
of making housing arrangements .  

***PLEASE ANNOUNCE*** 

Jerusa lem Feast S i t e  

W e  are p lann ing  on having a f e a s t  s i t e  i n  J e r u s a l e m  a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r .  I t  
w i l l  i n c l u d e  a b r i e f  t o u r  t o  n o r t h e r n  Israel  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f e s t i v a l ,  t hen  
t h e  a c t u a l  e i g h t  days of t h e  f e a s t  w i l l  be h e l d  i n  Jerusa lem w i t h  s i d e  
t r i p s  i n t o  t h e  local  a r e a s .  A f t e r  t h e  f e a s t  t h e  t o u r  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  
London f o r  a few days b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  s ta tes .  A d d i t i o n a l  t o u r  
packages w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  wish ing  t o  con t inue  on t o  
o t h e r  a r e a s  a f t e r  t h e  f e s t i v a l .  F o r  t h o s e  members wish ing  t o  t r a n s f e r  
t o  Je rusa lem,  p l e a s e  b e  s u r e  t o  send your  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  a s  soon a s  
p o s s i b l e  as  w e  w i l l  o n l y  be  a b l e  t o  a l low 2 5 0  t o  300  pe r sons  t o  t r a n s f e r  
t o  t h i s  s i t e .  The approximate c o s t  of t h e  t o u r  package w i l l  be $ 1 , 5 0 0 .  
P l e a s e  p l a n  on t h i s  amount when f i l l i n g  o u t  your a p p l i c a t i o n .  W e  w i l l  
be sending  f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  t o  you as p l a n s  a re  confirmed.  

- - F e s t i v a l  Coordina t ion  Team 

P U B L I S H I N G  SERVICES UPDATE 

W e  have completed t e s t i n g  a " t a k e  one" ca rdho lde r  which i s  p l aced  on 
p u b l i c  n o t i c e  boards  and which c a r r i e s  c a r d s  a d v e r t i s i n g  t h e  P L A I N  TRUTH. 
T h i s  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  programs used by T i m e ,  N e w s w e e k  and US N e w s  t o  g a i n  
new s u b s c r i b e r s .  The program t e s t e d  o u t  a t  26C cost  p e r  response .  
Because o f  t h e s e  e x c e l l e n t  r e s u l t s  w e  are launching  t h e  program na t ionwide  
and you w i l l  soon be  r e c e i v i n g  a supply  o f  t h e  h o l d e r s  and c a r d s  f o r  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  by your congrega t ion .  

L a s t  week w e  r e c e i v e d  a r e q u e s t  f o r  1 , 0 0 0  c o p i e s  of t h e  A p r i l  P L A I N  
TRUTH from t h e  Honorable John A. B l a t n i k ,  educa to r  and former congress -  
man t o  Minnesota. H e  had been a s u b s c r i b e r  p r i o r  t o  1 9 7 4  and had allowed 
h i s  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  e x p i r e  when t h e  magazine went t o  t a b l o i d  format .  W e  
p icked him up a g a i n  as a s u b s c r i b e r  through one of ou r  c i r c u l a t i o n  pro- 
grams. M r .  B l a t n i k  had worked w i t h  t h e  p a r t i s a n s  i n  Yugoslavia  d u r i n g  
World W a r  I1 and i s  w e l l  ve r sed  i n  c u r r e n t  Yugoslavian p o l i t i c s .  H e  was 
so e n t h u s i a s t i c  abou t  t h e  a r t i c l e  on Yugoslavia  t h a t  he wanted t o  s h a r e  
it w i t h  f r i e n d s  and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  he i s  acqua in ted  wi th .  H e  f e l t  
t h e  a r t i c l e  w a s  t h e  b e s t  he had r e a d  on t h e  s u b j e c t :  n e i t h e r  ove r s impl i -  
f i e d  nor  t o o  complicated.  

LETTER COMMENTS 

The r e p o r t  t h i s  week b e g i n s  w i t h  i n s p i r i n g  comments f r o m  peop le  whose 
l i v e s  have been s p i r i t u a l l y  s t r eng thened  by God's Church. W e  a r e  a l s o  
i n c l u d i n g  encouraging comments on The PLAIN T R U T H ' S  t i m e l y  c o n t e n t .  

- - M a i l  P rocess ing  Center  
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Church H a s  P o s i t i v e  In f luence  

My husband and I have r e c e n t l y  been bap t i zed  i n t o  God's Church. Our 
marr iage and fami ly  l i f e  have been s t rengthened  and l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l  
i s  much b e t t e r  t han  I e v e r  a n t i c i p a t e d .  Gone i s  t h e  emptiness  and 
sea rch ing  f o r  I knew no t  what: it has been r ep laced  by a peace of 
mind and joy  I could never a t t a i n  on my own. 

--David Johnson (Beech B l u f f ,  T N )  

Our home burned t o  t h e  ground on January 2 6 ,  1 9 8 0 .  God's Church i n  
Tulsa  came t o  ou r  a i d  wi th  food,  c l o t h i n g ,  household goods, f u r n i t u r e  
and m o s t  impor tan t  b r o t h e r l y  love.  W e  are so thankfu l  t o  ou r  Heavenly 
F a t h e r  f o r  it a l l .  You can r e a l l y  know who i s  i n  t h e  begot ten  family 
of God. 

- - M r s .  L o i s  Bruton ( D e p e w ,  OK)  

The Church has  meant so much more t o  m e  r e c e n t l y .  She i s  l i t e r a l l y  
my mother. I have had some pe r sona l  problems and d o n ' t  know how I 
could have made it wi thou t  t h e  love  and a f f e c t i o n  I g o t  each Sabbath.  
I would l i k e  t o  see t h e  whole world l i k e  a body of God's people.  

--B.C. (Tamaroa, I L )  

I f i r s t  a t t ended  s e r v i c e s  about  a yea r  ago. I stopped immediately 
because I w a s  confused and d i s t u r b e d  by c e r t a i n  i d e o l o g i c a l  p o i n t s .  
But your l i t e r a t u r e  kep t  coming and t h i s ,  combined wi th  my c o n s t a n t  
p r a y e r s  f o r  guidance, has  helped m e  understand and r e a l i z e  t h i s  i s  
t h e  rea l  Church of God and you are my t rue  b r e t h r e n .  

--Andy Pick  (Brentwood, N Y )  

Comments About The PLAIN TRUTH 

I j u s t  want t o  say  how much I en joy  your v iewpoin ts  and p r e d i c t i o n s .  
While you a r e  a f fo rded  much g r e a t e r  space than  t h e  numerous d a i l y  
co lumnis t s ,  even i f  t h e y  are condensed, t h e y  c o n t a i n  s t a t emen t s ,  
thoughts ,  viewpoints  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r s  e i t h e r  fa i l .  t o  mention e n t i r e l y  
( i . e . ,  a u n i t e d  Europe) ,  o r  j u s t  touch on e v e r  so l i g h t l y .  For 
r e a d e r s  of The PLAIN TRUTH, w e  have been bo th  informed and condi- 
t i o n e d  t o  what l i es  ahead and wi th  H I S  h e l p  and guidance,  w e  w i l l .  .. 
Survive! 

- -A1 Zuber (Totowa, N J )  

I have t o  comment on The PLAIN TRUTH magazine. It i s  such a wonder- 
f u l  mas terp iece  of work! I f i n d  it power-packed each  t i m e  I read  
it. Like a smal l  charge of e l e c t r i c i t y !  I t  has  what I l i k e  t o  c a l l  
"magnetic a t t r a c t i o n ' '  because once you s t a r t  r ead ing  it it i s  hard 
t o  s t o p  o r  p u t  down. I t  i s  t r u l y  a Work of God. I a m  m o s t  happy t o  
have a p a r t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of it through my c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  

- -Vi rg i l  Hutson (Chattanooga, T N )  

I w a s  r e c e n t l y  browsing through our  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  when I came a c r o s s  
t h e  March i s s u e  of The PLAIN TRUTH. I found it i n t e r e s t i n g  how your 
s t a f f  gave b i b l i c a l  accounts  and p a r a l l e l s  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  cr ises  of 
ou r  t i m e .  I t  w a s  so i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  f a c t  t h a t  I spen t  t h e  nex t  two 
hours  r ead ing  it from f r o n t  t o  back. 

--Thomas Galvin ( R o s e v i l l e ,  MN) 


