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FOUNDATION AND CHURCH R E C E I V I N G  VALUABLE P U B L I C I T Y  

The Ambassador I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C u l t u r a l  Foundation has  been g e t t i n g  some 
tremendously p o s i t i v e  news coverage over  r e c e n t  months due t o t a l l y  t o  
QUEST magazine a r t i c l e s  pub l i shed  i n  r e c e n t  i s s u e s .  Examples of t h i s  are 
numerous: i n  f a c t ,  t hey  run  i n t o  t h e  thousands! 

I n  t h e  pas t  f o u r  months, 1,200 r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  United S t a t e s  had 
news f e a t u r e s  about  QUEST a r t i c l e s  such a s  t h e  "Greening of t h e  F u t u r e , "  
"How t o  Surv ive  a Plane Crash, ' '  and "The Good Machines." 

Assoc ia ted  Press p icked  up s o m e  of t h e  a r t i c l e s  and c a r r i e d  them on t h e i r  
"news f e a t u r e s "  network. Newspapers w i t h  a combined c i r c u l a t i o n  of over 
2 5  m i l l i o n  r a n  whole a r t i c l e s  o r  s e c t i o n s  of a r t i c l e s  i n  r e c e n t  months. 
QUEST and t h e  Ambassador Foundation a r e  always g iven  copy r i g h t s  and 
c r e d i t .  Th i s  t y p e  of u n s o l i c i t e d  p o s i t i v e  p u b l i c i t y  i s  imposs ib l e  t o  
buy even i f  w e  could  bea r  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  3-4  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  it would have 
c o s t  u s  ove r  t h e  l a s t  s i x  months. 

The p u b l i c i t y  i s ,  of  c o u r s e ,  ongoing. Every month t h e  Foundat ion g e t s  
p o s i t i v e  coverage i n  t h e  media. You may remember t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  
months of t h e  r e c e i v e r s h i p  t h e  on ly  p o s i t i v e  p u b l i c i t y  i n  t h e  media t h a t  
t h e  Church r e c e i v e d  w a s  from i t s  sponsorsh ip  of  QUEST and A I C F .  

A t o p  N e w  York a d v e r t i s i n g  man mentioned t o  u s  r e c e n t l y  t h a t  t h e  g r a d u a l  
e f f e c t  of t h i s  t ype  of p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  i s  i n v a l u a b l e ,  and w i l l  prove t o  
be so i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 
- -Publ i sh ing  S e r v i c e s  

Pas to r ' s  Report  Comments 

TOPEKA, KS--JAMES WELLS: The Church i n  Topeka i s  i n  good s p i r i t s  o v e r a l l .  
There w a s  a ve ry  good response  here  t o  M r .  Armstrong 's  China t r i p  and 
t a p e s  of it. The b r e t h r e n  a l s o  enjoyed hea r ing  from M r .  Dean Blackwell  
when he g o t  t o  come h e r e  t h i s  month. Recent bapt i sms  have encouraged 
people  too. 

HOUSTON EAST, TX--HAL BAIXD: O v e r a l l ,  a t t i t u d e s  s e e m  on a p o s i t i v e  no te .  
M r .  He rbe r t  Armstrong's Romans 6-8 t a p e  w a s  w e l l  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  b r e t h r e n  
--content-wise as w e l l  a s  h i s  s t r o n g  e n t h u s i a s t i c  voice and p r e s e n t a t i o n .  

HARRISON, AR--TOM BLACKWELL: People  en joy  h e a r i n g  M r .  H e r b e r t  W. A m  
s t r o n g ' s  t a p e s  and a r e  s o l i d l y  behind M r .  Armstrong. They l i k e  new t h r u s t  
i n  B i b l i c a l  format  on GN and PT. 

SAN J O S E ,  CA--JUDD K I R K :  Things a r e  going ve ry  w e l l .  I a m  p l e a s e d  t o  see 
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an i n c r e a s i n g  amount of involvement and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
Church a c t i v i t i e s  and f u n c t i o n s .  I c o n s i d e r  t h a t  somewhat of a barometer 
of t h e  o v e r a l l  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  Church. 
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GARDEN GROVE, CA--DOUG HORCHAK: Most b r e t h r e n  a r e  r e a c t i n g  ve ry  p o s i t i v e l y  
t o  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of Mr. Armstrong and t h e  m i n i s t r y .  A f e w  "hung up" on 
Church government. Momentum of Church being on t h e  " r i g h t  t r ack ' '  i s  pick-  
i n g  up--and p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  and involvement i n  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  i n c r e a s i n g .  

HAYS, KS--BILL FREELAND: Church a t t e n d a n c e  has  been somewhat l o w  because 
of bad weather .  The bu lk  of t h e  members a r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  and s o l i d .  Some 
of t h e  members have asked i f  it might be p o s s i b l e  t o  o b t a i n  M r .  Armstrong 's  
B i b l e  s t u d i e s  on G a l a t i a n s .  

W I C H I T A ,  KS--JEROLD AUST: The b r e t h r e n  he re  a r e  e x c i t e d  abou t  M r .  Herber t  
W. Armstrong 's  super-involvement wi th  h i s  b r o a d c a s t i n g  and t e l e c a s t s .  Th i s  
i s  a lmost  t o o  good t o  b e  t r u e !  God's Church i s  beginning an o f f e n s i v e  
p o s t u r e  and doing  so through M r .  Herber t  W .  Armstrong. W e  a r e  g r a t e f u l !  

FAYETTEVILLE, AR--JOHN ELLIOTT:  Suddenly, w e  a r e  having a small  b u r s t  of 
P M ' s  and bapt i sms  of long t i m e  P M ' s !  Th i s  month has  been q u i t e  a c o n t r a s t  
t o  p a s t  months and I f e e l  it has  a lot t o  do w i t h  t h e  new f i t n e s s  of body. 
W e  are f i n a l l y  back i n  a r e s p e c t a b l e  enough shape f o r  God's new babes t o  
grow i n .  

FORT SMITH, AR--JOHN ELLIOTT: H e r e  t o o ,  P M ' s  and bapt i sms  of PM's  (from 
y e a r s  ago) s e e m  t o  be  coming a l l  a t  once.  The members a r e  deep ly  g r a t e f u l  
i n  F a y e t t e v i l l e  and F o r t  Smith f o r  t h e  way God i s  a c t i v e l y  d i r e c t i n g  and 
i n s p i r i n g  H i s  Church and i t s  l e a d e r s .  The p a s t  t e a c h i n g s  and admin i s t r a -  
t i o n s  a lmos t  comple te ly  d i s s o l v e d  t h e  two churches  of once ove r  2 0 0  each. 
The deep l e s s o n s  f r o m  t h a t  hs.ve been l e a r n e d  w e l l  h e r e ,  and w i l l  never  be 
r e p e a t e d ,  w i t h  God's he lp .  

EUGENE, OR--LARRY WALKER: The o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  l i v e  hookup f o r  M r .  A r m -  
s t r o n g ' s  a n n i v e r s a r y  sermon w a s  an e x c i t i n g  exper ience!  W e  a l s o  had an 
o u t s t a n d i n g  response  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  pe rcen tage  of a t t endance .  

GREELEY, CO--CHUCK ZIMMERMAN: End-time e v e n t s  and prophecy nea r ing  f u l -  
f i l l m e n t  r e a l l y  have t h e  congrega t ion  checking on themselves .  Passover  
a t t i t u d e  s e e m s  t o  be  coming e a r l y  t h i s  yea r .  

BISMARCK, ND--DAN CREED: W e  have had s e v e r a l  f a n t a s t i c  h e a l i n g s  s i n c e  
t h e  Feast. T h i s  p a s t  month w e  had ano the r  miracle t a k e  p l a c e  when a new- 
born baby of one of o u r  members developed a l i v e r  problem a few days a f t e r  
b i r t h .  I ano in ted  t h e  c h i l d  and a lmost  immediately t h e  blood count  began 
t o  change. I f  t h e  c h i l d  had n o t  changed o v e r n i g h t ,  t h e  d o c t o r s  w e r e  
p lanning  t o  g i v e  t h e  c h i l d  a complete blood t r a n s f u s i o n .  

M I N O T ,  ND--DAN CREED: Everyone i s  r e a l l y  en joy ing  Mr. Armstrong 's  taped  
sermons and B ib le  s t u d i e s .  Please keep them coming a s  they  keep us  i n  
tune  w i t h  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

DICKINSON, ND--DAN CREED: Some a r e  beginning  t o  a t t e n d  Church aga in  t h a t  
had dropped o u t  b e f o r e .  T h a t ' s  a g r e a t  s ign !  

MILWAUKEE SOUTH, WI--MICHAEL HANISKO: P M  a c t i v i t y  i s  s l o w ,  b u t  t h e  
a t t i t u d e  of t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  Milwaukee s e e m s  t o  be v e r y  p o s i t i v e  and ve ry  
much i n  suppor t  of t h e  c u r r e n t  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  Work. 



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, A P R I L  4 ,  1 9 8 0  Page 3 

Church Member Repor ts  on Condi t ions  i n  Lebanon 

Our E n g l i s h  o f f i c e  r e c e i v e d  a ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  l e t t e r  ( d a t e d  February 1 7 ,  
1 9 8 0 )  from a m e m b e r  l i v i n g  i n  B e i r u t ,  Lebanon, who a l s o  works f o r  a United 
Nat ions  Agency t h e r e .  I n  l i g h t  of t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  u n s t a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  
t h e  Middle E a s t ,  w e  a r e  i n c l u d i n g  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  update  o u r  r e a d e r s :  

L i f e  i n  Lebanon has  proved f a r  t o o  r e s t r i c t i n g ,  and I a m  anxious t o  
move a s  q u i c k l y  as p o s s i b l e .  I t  i s  n o t  q u i t e  a s  dangerous h e r e  a s  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  media would have u s  b e l i e v e ,  b u t  t h e  t e n s i o n  and poten- 
t i a l  f o r  a sudden resumption of widespread v i o l e n c e  i s  e v e r  p r e s e n t .  
The coun t ry  (and t h e  area i n  g e n e r a l )  i s  a human t i m e  bomb, and t h i s  
impress ion  s t r i k e s  you immediately on a r r i v a l .  The c i t y  of B e i r u t  i s ,  
e f f e c t i v e l y ,  s p l i t  between " C h r i s t i a n s "  i n  t h e  e a s t  and Moslems (and 
l e f t i s t s )  i n  t h e  w e s t ,  where m o s t  of t h e  f o r e i g n  and d i p l o m a t i c  
community r e s i d e .  
t r o o p s  a l though  t h e  Lebanese army, which i s  s lowly  be ing  r e b u i l t ,  
w i l l  i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e p l a c e  them ( i . e .  where p o l i t i c a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e ) .  
The s h e e r  volume of weapons a t  a l l  l e v e l s  from i n d i v i d u a l  homes 
upwards i s  simply s t a g g e r i n g ,  and makes any real  a t t empt  t o  de fuse  
t h e  cr is is  almost doomed t o  f a i l u r e  b e f o r e  it beg ins .  The war i s  
i n  e s sence  merely h e l d  up and i n  a rearming pe r iod .  The sad t r u t h  i s  
t h a t  i t  i s  a c lass ic  no-win, no-lose s i t u a t i o n  which can  on ly  be  re- 
so lved  by t h e  r e t u r n  of C h r i s t .  

The d i v i s i o n  i s  guarded by S y r i a n  peace-keeping 

L i f e  on a day-to-day b a s i s  i s ,  however, remarkably normal appear ing  
w i t h  a few obvious s i g n s  of d is rupt ion- -once  you g e t  used t o  armed 
road b locks  and t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  c r a c k l e  of machine gun f i r e  i n  the 
n i g h t ,  and o c c a s i o n a l  r o c k e t s  and exp los ions .  The Lebanese them- 
s e l v e s  seem unbe l i evab ly  f r e e  of t h e  u s u a l  postwar syndrome. Bus iness  
and c o r r u p t i o n  are booming a t  r eco rd  l e v e l s  and, as  i f  a l l  t o o  aware 
of t h e  temporary n a t u r e  of l i f e ,  t h e  Lebanese a r e  en joy ing  themselves .  

Working f o r  t h e  United Nat ions  has  been a s a d ,  eye-opening expe r i ence .  
Fa r  from be ing  an agency f o r  t r u e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  development, it i s  a 
cumbersome, h i g h l y - p o l i t i c i z e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  bureaucracy  which spends 
a f a i r  amount of t i m e  j u s t  ma in ta in ing  appearances.  The Economic 
Commission f o r  Western Asia  may n o t  be t y p i c a l ,  b u t  I s u s p e c t  it 
is. Dominated by Arabs,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  seems more concerned wi th  
i n t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  t han  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n d l  jc)bs of promot- 
i n g  economic development i n  t h e  r eg ion .  W e  a r e  scheduled t o  muve t.0 
Baghdad, I r a q ,  June of t h i s  y e a r ,  b u t  I am s e r i o u s l y  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  
wisdom of c o n t i n u i n g  t o  work  i n  t h e s e  circumstances--you can imagine 
t h e  enormous d e l a y s  involved  i n  moving a U . N .  agency from one count ry  
t o  ano the r  and t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  l a p s e  i n  work o u t p u t .  I a m  t h e r e f o r e  
n o t  a t  a l l  s u r e  where I s h a l l  be  moving t o  nex t  o r  e x a c t l y  when. 

Although it i s  c e r t a i n l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  be  l i v i n g  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
c e n t e r  of f u t u r e  (immediate,  looking a t  t h e  t u r n  of e v e n t s )  world 
upheavals ,  I f e e l  w e  would p r e f e r  t o  observe  t h e s e  developments from 
a r e l a t i v e l y  s a f e r  d i s t a n c e ,  hence your offer of p r a y e r s  on  o u r  be- 
h a l f  would be  ve ry  w e l c o m e .  Thanks a g a i n  f o r  having u s  i n  your 
thoughts .  

Don't Forge t  t h e  CAMEROON, Please 

The fo l lowing  n o t e  has  been r ece ived  frcm M r .  Ray Clore,  ou r  l o c a l  church 
e l d e r  i n  Yaounde, Cameroon: 
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W e  a r e  s t i l l  no t  l e g a l l y  recognized h e r e  i n  Cameroon even though w e  
have been t r y i n g ,  a s  a church,  f o r  over  f i v e  y e a r s  t o  o b t a i n  recog- 
n i t i o n .  With r e c o g n i t i o n  w e  would have immediate access t o  s i x  r a d i o  
s t a t i o n s  b r o a d c a s t i n g  i n  French and Eng l i sh  t h a t  cou ld  r e a c h  over  5 0  
m i l l i o n  pe r sons  i n  t h i s  and surrounding c o u n t r i e s .  Please remember 
u s  i n  your p r a y e r s .  

You w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  u n t i l  t h e  church o b t a i n s  o f f i c i a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  no 
a s sembl i e s  are p e r m i t t e d  and t h e  6 5  b a p t i z e d  members ( b o t h  French and 
Eng l i sh  speaking)  cannot  a t t e n d  s e r v i c e s  o r  m e e t  t o g e t h e r  o f f i c i a l l y .  

--Joe Tkach, M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

THE 1980 FESTIVAL BROCHURE __- 

A s  M r .  Armstrong s t a t e d  i n  h i s  l a t e s t  co-worker l e t t e r ,  t h e  August Good 
N e w s  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  t h i s  y e a r ' s  F e s t i v a l  b rochure ,  and t h e  E d i t o r i a l  
S e r v i c e s  Department, i n  coope ra t ion  wi th  t h e  P r i n t i n g  S e r v i c e s  area,  i s  
a l r e a d y  a t  work t o  produce t h e  f i n e s t  i s s u e  p o s s i b l e .  W e  a r e  p l ann ing  an 
expanded v e r s i o n  of  t h e  GN f o r  August, and w i l l  devote  a f u l l  5 2  pages  
e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  F e a s t  o f T a b e r n a c l e s - - i t s  background, i t s  meaning and how 
t o  make t h e  most of i t  s p i r i t u a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y .  T h i s  -- Good N e w s  w i l l  
be  p r i n t e d  on f i n e ,  heavy paper  and w i l l  i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  i n d e p t h  a r t i c l e s  
as  w e l l  a s  a l a r g e  number of f u l l - c o l o r  photographs and i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  
T h i s  e d i t i o n  should become a c o l l e c t o r ' s  i t e m ,  and w i l l  h e l p  make t h e  1 9 8 0  
Feast  of Tabernac les  more meaningful and e n j o y a b l e  f o r  a l l  members and co- 
workers.  

--Dexter Fau lkne r ,  E d i t o r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

LETTER COMMENTS 

Th i s  w e e k ' s  r e p o r t  f e a t u r e s  s e v e r a l  i n s p i r i n g  accounts  from people  who 
have exper ienced  miraculous  h e a l i n g s .  A l s o  i nc luded  i s  a sampling of 
comments about  f o u r  of t h e  Work's popular  b o o k l e t s .  

Response has  also been v e r y  p o s i t i v e  t o  t h e  Sermon Summary P r o g r a m ,  wi th  
ove r  4 3 0 , 0 0 0  r e q u e s t s  coming i n  ove r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s .  (Sermon Sum- 
mar ies  are a c t u a l  sermons t h a t  have been p r i n t e d  i n  a condensed four-page 
format . )  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  comments from t h o s e  b e n e f i t e d  by t h e s e  sermon 
summaries a r e  a l so  inc luded  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

- - M a i l  P rocess ing  Center  

Recent Miraculous Heal ings  

J u s t  two w e e k s  a f t e r  o u r  f i r s t  church s e r v i c e  w e  w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  
su rge ry  was needed by my wi fe  t o  c o r r e c t  a r u p t u r e  o r  a swol len  
g land  i n  t h e  g r o i n  a r e a  of h e r  body. W e l l ,  t h e  doctor d i scove red  
an advanced s t a g e  of a rare  cancer .  I t  w a s  a s l o w  growing c a n c e r ,  
b u t  grow it would even w i t h  t r e a t m e n t s .  

I could  w r i t e  much abou t  t h e  f e e l i n g s  w e  had a f t e r  h e a r i n g  t h a t  
news. The c o l d  empty f e e l i n g  ... w a s  j u s t  t o o  g r e a t  f o r  m e .  I f e l t  
l i k e  I was t h e  one t h a t  w a s  dying.  I say  t h i s  because I was a b l e ,  
w i th  God's h e l p ,  t o  cope w i t h  o r  accep t  my problems b u t  I could  n o t  
a c c e p t  t h i s  f o r  my wi fe .  
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While my w i f e  w a s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  ... o u r  c h u r c h  e l d e r ,  M r .  Weldon 
W a l l i c k ,  a n o i n t e d  and p r a y e d  f o r  h e a l i n g .  Y e s t e r d a y  w e  g o t  t h e  
r e s u l t s  from ... t h e  f i n a l  exams. The d o c t o r  j u s t  l ooked  a t  my w i f e  
i n  amazement and t o l d  h e r ,  "Nothing!  W e  c a n ' t  f i n d  a t r ace  o f  it! 
I t ' s  gone! I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it! Only G o d  c o u l d  have  done  t h i s !  I 
j u s t  knew you w e r e  d i f f e r e n t  when I f i r s t  m e t  you!" 

--Norman R .  A r d e e s e r  ( W i n t e r  Haven, FL)  

W e  would l i k e  t o  t h a n k  you and your  c o n g r e g a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p r a y e r s  
o f f e r e d  f o r  o u r  son John.  H e  h a s  j u s t  had a second checkup and  i s  
d o i n g  v e r y  w e l l .  Our d o c t o r  s a i d  m e d i c a l l y  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  much t o  
b e  done f o r  h i s  b r a i n  i n j u r y .  N i n e t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  h i s  
c o n d i t i o n  d i e .  H e  sa id  o n l y  God c o u l d  have  h e a l e d  him and  l e f t  him 
i n  such  p e r f e c t  c o n d i t i o n .  

- - M r .  & Mrs. Jesse B u t l e r  

Thank you f o r  your  p r a y e r s  on Ronald U t t ' s  b e h a l f .  Two t e n d o n s  
and a n e r v e  b u n d l e  i n  h i s  w r i s t  w e r e  s e v e r e d .  H i s  w r i s t  h a s  h e a l e d  
way ahead  of t h e  s c h e d u l e  t h e  d o c t o r  set  f o r  it, which p l e a s e d  t h e  
d o c t o r  t o  no end  ( h e  i s  a hand s p e c i a l i s t ) .  A l s o ,  h i s  hand i s  back  
t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s t r e n g t h  which a l s o  h a s  immensely s u r p r i s e d  t h e  
d o c t o r .  

- - M r .  & M r s .  R .  R .  U t t  (Paramount ,  C A )  

T h i s  i s  t o  t h a n k  you f o r  t h e  a n o i n t e d  c l o t h  and p r a y e r s .  I w a s  
h e a l e d  and a m  now able t o  walk and t a k e  care of myse l f  w i t h o u t  any  
human a i d .  I a m  so t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h i s  b l e s s i n g .  And I a m  amazed 
a t  the prompt  r e p l y  ( f r o m  God) t o  a r e q u e s t  f o r  h e a l i n g .  

- - M r s .  A n n e t t e  Whipple (Crawford ,  NE)  
Response t o  B o o k l e t s  

I a m  a 20-year -o ld ,  n o n b a p t i z e d  member of G c d ' s  Church.  [ E d i t o r ' s  
n o t e :  b a p t i z e d  s i n c e  t h i s  l e t t e r . ]  My p a r e n t s  are  b a p t i z e d  and  
have  been members f o r  2 1  y e a r s .  Never b e f o r e  i n  my l i f e  have  I 
u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  my l i f e  u n t i l  now. I r e a d  y o u r  b o o k l e t ,  
WHY WERE YOU BORN?, and it opened up a l i g h t  f o r  my l i v i n g .  I a m  
v e r y  z e a l o u s  t o  l e a r n  God ' s  t r u t h  b e c a u s e ,  f i n a l l y ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  
God's p u r p o s e  i n  l i f e .  

- -Br ian  Spurgeon ( P a s a d e n a ,  CA) 

I ' m  s t u d y i n g  t h e  b o o k l e t ,  WHAT WILL YOU BE D O I N G  I N  THE NEXT LIFE. 
O h  how I want  t o  work w i t h  C h r i s t  and a l l  God ' s  f a m i l y  whenever  
t h e  Kingdom i s  restored t o  t h i s  e a r t h .  It i s  my e a r n e s t  p r a y e r  t h a t  
e a c h  of u s  i n  the  Church w i l l  be  s t i r red t o  renewed z e a l  and r u n  
more t h a n  ever t o  w i n  t h e  p r i z e !  

- - M r s .  Morris Owings ( S y l a c a u g a ,  AL) 

I j u s t  f i n i s h e d  r e a d i n g  your  b o o k l e t  e n t i t l e d ,  THE FOUR HORSEMEN O F  
THE APOCALYPSE. I found it a b s o l u t e l y  e n t h r a l l i n g .  I j u s t  c o u l d  
n o t  p u t  it down. I t  opened my e y e s  t o  many verses t h a t  w e r e  t o t a l l y  
b a f f l i n g  t o  m e  and answered many q u e s t i o n s .  

--Debra J o n e s  ( C i n c i n n a t i ,  O H )  
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I have  read your  b o o k l e t ,  YOUR BEST INVESTMENT, a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  v e r s e s  
from t h e  B i b l e  and have come t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t i t h i n g .  I have 
a l so  d i s c u s s e d  t i t h i n g  w i t h  my husband,  who h a s  n o t  y e t  been  a b l e  t o  
read your  b o o k l e t ,  and w e  would b o t h  l i k e  you t o  u s e  o u r  t i t h e  f o r  
t h e  Work of  G o d .  

- - M r .  & M r s .  Gary Lu tz  ( G i b s o n i a ,  P A )  

Sermon Summaries B e a r  Good F r u i t  

I have  some comments a b o u t  your  Sermon Summaries. I a m  a f u l l - t i m e  
s o l d i e r  a t  F t .  L e w i s .  Your sermons have h e l p e d  m e  w i t h  B i b l e  s t u d i e s  
and are e n c o u r a g i n g  d u r i n g  d e p r e s s i n g  t i m e s .  The v a l u a b l e  t e a c h i n g s  
of t h e s e  sermons are  handy and u n d e r s t a n d a b l e .  Please c o n t i n u e  t o  
send  m e  t h e s e  sermons.  

--James Bryan t  ( F t .  L e w i s ,  WA) 

The t w o  Sermon Summaries,  WHAT I S  YOUR FOUNDATION? by Burk M c N a i r ,  
and DOES GOD RESPECT YOUR EFFORT? by Michae l  Swager ty ,  w e r e  wonder fu l  
messages .  I must  s a y  t h e s e  make you r e a l i z e  t h a t  G o d  i s  s t i l l  on  
H i s  Throne  and h e  i s  w a t c h i n g  and w a i t i n g  f o r  u s  t o  c a l l  on H i m .  

- - M r s .  J a c k  L .  Hopkins ( S t r a w n ,  T X )  

Thank you f o r  t h e  wonder fu l  Sermon Summaries. I u s e  them on  t h e  
S a b b a t h .  They are i n d e e d  food f o r  t h o u g h t  and med ic ine  f o r  m y  mind. 
I a m  n o t  a c h u r c h  m e m b e r  ( y e t ) .  I am s t u d y i n g ,  r e s e a r c h i n g  and am 
t r u l y  r e a p i n g  t h e  many b e n e f i t s .  

--Rogers Mungin (Sumte r ,  S C )  

I a m  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  Sermon Summaries t h a t  y o u ' v e  been  s e n d i n g .  
They are  c o n c i s e ,  a p p l i c a b l e ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  a l l  i n s p i r i n g .  I hope t h a t  
you p l a n  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h i s  service.  The Sermon Summaries r e a l l y  p i c k  
m e  up i n  t h e  mid-week slump (between S a b b a t h s ) .  They are  a l l  so  
good t h a t  as  I l o o k  over them I c a n ' t  d e c i d e  which i s  best! 

--Karen C h i l d e r s  (Go ldsboro ,  N C )  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

AMERICA HELD HOSTAGE: F o r  f i v e  moxths now American c i t i z e n s  have  been 
h e l d  c a p t i v e  i n  t h e  U.S. embassy i n  Tehe ran ,  I r a n .  Every e f f o r t  t o  s e c u r e  
t h e i r  p e a c e f u l  release h a s  f a i l e d .  The A y a t o l l a h  Khomeini--the o n l y  r e a l  
power i n  I r a n - - h a s  s q u e l c h e d  e v e r y  " b r e a k t h r o u g h "  t o  a n e g o t i a t e d  se t t le -  
ment w i t h  savage  d e n u n c i a t i o n s  o f  U.S. f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  

The l a t e s t  e p i s o d e  i n  t h e  c r i s i s  i s  a n  " o f f e r "  on  t h e  p a r t  of I r a n ' s  
"modera te"  P r e s i d e n t  Abo lhassan  Bani-Sadr  p r o m i s i n g  n o t  release of t h e  
c a p t i v e s ,  b u t  m e r e l y  t h e i r  t r a n s f e r  i n t o  government  hands  from t h e  m i l i -  
t a n t s  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  a U.S. p l e d g e  n o t  t o  make "any  p ropaganda ,  any c l a i m ,  
any  s p e e c h e s  o r  any p r o v o c a t i o n s  over t h e  h o s t a g e s  u n t i l  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  
i s  formed and  makes a d e c i s i o n .  

Even t h e  L o s  Ange le s  T i m e s ,  h a r d l y  n o t e d  f o r  h a r d - h i t t i n g  e d i t o r i a l s ,  
remarked:  " T h i s  e f f o r t  t o  order t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  American p o l i c y  i s  so  
o u t r a g e o u s  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  r e s p o n s e  would b e  f o r  t h e  Ca r t e r  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
s i m p l y  t o  i g n o r e  it." N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  t h e  White House re- 
sponded t h a t  i t  would " c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  r e s t r a i n e d  i n  o u r  words and a c t i o n s . "  
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Previous  e f f o r t s  t o  win freedom f o r  t h e  kidnapped Americans, s a i d  t h e  
T i m e s ,  have no t  done a v i s i b l e  i o t a  of good, "nor  i s  t h e r e  any reason  t o  
t h i n k  t h a t  an I r a n i a n  p r e s i d e n t  who has  proved c o n s i s t e n t l y  i n c a p a b l e  of 
d e l i v e r i n g  on h i s  solemn promises w i l l  be a b l e  t o  do so i n  t h e  f u t u r e  i f  
o n l y  t h e r e  i s  one more American concess ion ,  one more example of s e l f -  
abnega t ion ,  one more re t reat  from honor and p r i n c i p l e .  

"Meet my c o n d i t i o n ,  s ays  Bani-Sadr,  do noth ing  and say no th ing  about  I r a n  
u n t i l  t h e  end of June and maybe--just maybe--the hos t ages  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  
have an easier t i m e  o f  it. ... Bani-Sadr i s  worr ied  about  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
s u r v i v a l .  The United S ta t e s  has  more impor tan t  t h i n g s  t o  be concerned 
wi th .  Na t iona l  s e l f - r e s p e c t  i s  one of them." 

-- -- 
-- 

Amazingly, P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  h a i l e d  Bani -Sadr ' s  f l i m s y  o f f e r  as  ' 'a p o s i t i v e  
s t e p , "  enough f o r  him t o  once aga in  postpone l e v e l l i n g  f u r t h e r  economic 
s a n c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  I r a n i a n  government. 

Perhaps t h e  b i g g e s t  paradox i n  t h e  I r a n i a n  c r i s i s  i s  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  
p o p u l a r i t y  of M r .  Carter ( a l though  he might r e a p  t h e  whirlwind by e l e c t i o n  
t i m e  i f  t h e r e  i s  no s o l u t i o n ) .  

P o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t  Hans J. Morgenthau, i n  an  e s s a y  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  Los 
Angeles T i m e s ,  March 3 0 ,  noted what he c a l l e d  " t h e  appa ren t  paradox of 
P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  emerging from t h e  p r i m a r i e s  as almost unbea tab le  f o r  t h e  
Democratic nomination wh i l e  t h e  United S t a t e s  under h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  has  
s u f f e r e d  a s t r i n g  of humi la t ing  d e f e a t s  i n  i t s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  
n a t i o n s .  The most s p e c t a c u l a r  of t h e s e  d e f e a t s  i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  t h e  con- 
t i n u i n g  c a p t i v i t y  of 5 0  American hos t ages  i n  I r a n .  

"By fo r swear ing  from t h e  o u t s e t  any f o r m  of v i o l e n c e  i n  response  t o  t h i s  
ou t r age  committed by a t h i r d - r a t e  power a g a i n s t ,  a l l e g e d l y ,  t h e  most 
powerful n a t i o n  on e a r t h ,  C a r t e r  dep r ived  himself  of any s e r i o u s  l e v e r a g e  
a g a i n s t  I r a n .  Thus t h e  United S ta tes  i s  h e l p l e s s  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  i n  -- 
ano the r  p e r i o d  of American h i s t o r y  would have c a l l e d  f o r  s w i f t  a c t i o n  
s e t t l i n g  t h e  issue even a t  t h e  r i s k  of some American l i v e s .  

"Never the l e s s ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  by p u t t i n g  t h e  emphasis on sav ing  5 0  
American l i v e s  by p e a c e f u l  means, s t r u c k  a sympathe t ic  chord i n  American 
p u b l i c  op in ion .  Car te r  d i d  what P r e s i d e n t  Woodrow Wilson was a l l e g e d  t o  
have done b e f o r e :  ' H e  kep t  u s  o u t  of war . '  And C a r t e r  d i d  so wi thou t  
abandoning what appears  t o  be  t h e  most v i s i b l e  and s e n t i m e n t a l  American 
o b j e c t i v e :  s av ing  5 0  American l i v e s .  I t  d i d  no t  occur  t o  p u b l i c  op in ion  
o r  t o  Car te r  t h a t  American f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  has  a d u t y  n o t  o n l y  t o  5 0  
hos t ages ,  b u t  a lso t o  t h e  n a t i o n  whose l i f e  and f o r t u n e s  might be  jeop- 
a r d i z e d  by t h e  a c t i o n s  or  i n a c t i o n s  of  t h e  P r e s i d e n t . ' '  

Most Americans d o n ' t  r e a l i z e  it, bu t  t h e  e n t i r e  American n a t i o n  i s  
symbol i ca l ly  be ing  h e l d  hos t age .  And t h e r e  i s  more s t i l l  t o  t h e  symbol- 
i s m .  I t  may n o t  b e  mere co inc idence  t h a t  t h e r e  are f i f t y  American 
c i t i z e n s  now i n  c a p t i v i t y  i n  a f o r e i g n  land .  They r e p r e s e n t ,  a s  it w e r e ,  
one c a p t i v e  f o r  each  s t a t e  i n  t h e  union! 

The ongoing hos tage  c r i s i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  a grim f o r e c a s t  of  t h e  horren-  
dous n a t i o n a l  c a p t i v i t y  t o  come ( P s .  1 0 6 : 4 0 - 4 8 ) .  

--Gene H .  Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 

-- - -- 


