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FEAST P L A N N I N G  

M r .  He rbe r t  Armstrong has  approved t h e  f e s t i v a l  s i tes  f o r  1980. However, 
t h e r e  are some c o n t r a c t u a l  arrangements  t o  be v e r i f i e d  b e f o r e  a l l  s i t e s  
a r e  confirmed. W e  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h i n g  a l l  of t h e  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  United 
States i n  t h e  ve ry  n e a r  f u t u r e .  

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of everyone involved  i n  making recommenda- 
t i o n s  and p r o v i d i n g  s o m e  of  t h e  legwork i n  g a t h e r i n g  in fo rma t ion  f o r  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  s i t es .  

According t o  M r .  Armstrong 's  g u i d e l i n e s  t o  l o c a t e  f e s t i v a l  s i tes  w i t h i n  
e a s y  a c c e s s  o f  church members, w e  are i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  number of  l o c a t i o n s  
even t h i s  y e a r .  P r o j e c t i n g  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e ,  w e  w i l l  p robably  have even 
more s i t e s  w i t h  an average  a t t e n d a n c e  of 3 , 0 0 0  p e r  f e s t i v a l  l o c a t i o n .  

We are a l r e a d y  p l ann ing  t h e  F e a s t  of Tabernac les  f o r  1 9 8 1  and f u t u r e  
y e a r s .  I f  you have any s u g q e s t i o n s  and in fo rma t ion  r e g a r d i n g  p o t e n t i a l  
f e a s t  s i t e s ,  p l e a s e  forward them t o  m e .  

- - E l l i s  LaRavia 

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

Good N e w s  from Ghana! 

A t  long l a s t  w e  have a r e s i d e n c e  pe rmi t  f o r  Melvin Rhodes and h i s  f ami ly ,  
t h e  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  churches  i n  Ghana! The p rocess  t h a t  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  by 
M r .  Abner Washington, when he w a s  t h e  p a s t o r  t h e r e  i n  September,  1 9 7 6 ,  
has  f i n a l l y  been completed.  Melvin r ece ived  t h e  pe rmi t  l a t e  l a s t  month. 
I t ' s  a r e s i d e n c e  pe rmi t  f o r  one y e a r  w i t h  a b i l i t y  t o  renew a f t e r  t h a t .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t hey  now have a m u l t i p l e  r e - e n t r y  v i s a  which w i l l  e n a b l e  
them t o  come and go as  needed. 

The g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  pe rmi t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  r e - e n t r y  v i s a s  w i l l  save 
Melvin an i n c r e d i b l e  amount of  t i m e ,  a s  t hey  have been e x i s t i n g  i n  Ghana 
on two-month e x t e n s i o n s  of a temporary v i s a .  Every t i m e  t h e y  needed t o  
go o u t s i d e  of t h e  coun t ry  f o r  shopping o r  v i s i t i n g  Cameroons, N i g e r i a ,  
e t c . , t h e y  had t o  g e t  a new r e - e n t r y  v i s a .  The wheels  of government t u r n  
very  s lowly  i n  Ghana. Added t o  t h a t  w a s  t h e  c o n s t a n t  need t o  chase  
people  about  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  pe rmi t .  That  i s  now something of t h e  p a s t .  

I t  c e r t a i n l y  w i l l  make l i f e  easier f o r  t h e  Rhodes having t h a t  r e s i d e n c e  
p e r m i t ,  and w e  would l i k e  t o  thank a l l  of t h o s e  who asked f o r  G o d ' s  h e l p  
i n  t h i s  matter. 
means. I t ' s  j u s t  easier  f o r  them t o  handle  them. They now can t r a v e l  t o  
neighbouring Togo ( former  French t e r r i t o r y )  t o  do t h e i r  shopping a s  o f t e n  
as t h e y  need--within t h e  l i m i t s  of t h e i r  min i scu le  p e t r o l  a l l o c a t i o n - - 6  
g a l l o n s  p e r  week! 

But t h e  problems t h e  Rhodes f a c e  are n o t  over by any 
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The b r e t h r e n  i n  t h a t  p a r t  of  t h e  wor ld  c e r t a i n l y  do need  a l l  o u r  c o n t i n u e d  
p r a y e r s .  They do f a c e  i n c r e d i b l e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  which are unknown i n  t h e  
Western  World. And s o  t h e y  welcome and a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  p r a y e r s  and care 
and conce rn  o f  t h e  b r e t h r e n  e l s e w h e r e .  They c e r t a i n l y  r e c i p r o c a t e  i n  
t h e i r  conce rn  f o r  G o d ' s  Work and H i s  f l o c k  worldwide.  

--Joe Tkach 

P U B L I S H I N G  SERVICES UPDATE 

W e  would l i k e  t o  b r i n g  you up t o  d a t e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r i n t i n g  and d i s t r i -  
b u t i o n  o f  Mr. Arms t rong ' s  book, THE WONDERFUL WORLD TOMORROW, t o  The P L A I N  
TRUTH l i s t .  I f  you r e m e m b e r ,  t h i s  book w a s  o f f e r e d  s e v e r a l  months ago i n  
M r .  A rms t rong ' s  s emiannua l  l e t t e r  m a i l e d  t o  s u b s c r i b e r s  o f  The P L A I N  TRUTH 
w o r l d w i d e .  

The book i s ,  a t  t h e  moment, b e i n g  p r i n t e d  h e r e  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  and 
w e  w i l l  be d i s t r i b u t i n g  255,500. T h i s  f i g u r e  i s  t h e  amount needed t o  f u l -  
fill o u r  r e q u e s t s  on a worldwide basis .  

There  i s  a good r e a s o n  why t h e  p r i n t i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  book f o r  
t h e  o v e r s e a s  areas i s  a l so  b e i n g  hand led  from t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  A f t e r  
l o o k i n g  a t  a l l  t h e  p o s t a l  f i q u r e s ,  w e  found t h a t  it w a s  c h e a p e r  and fas te r  
d o i n g  it h e r e  i n  t h e  U.S. b e c a u s e  o u r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o s t a l  rates a re  s t i l l  
c h e a p e r  t h a n  some o t h e r  areas '  d o m e s t i c  p o s t a l  ra tes .  

The book w i l l  be p r i n t e d  and i n s e r t e d  i n t o  a c a r t o n ,  l a b e l e d  and p u t  i n t o  
t h e  m a i l  h e r e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  areas:  The Un i t ed  
S t a t e s - - 1 4 6 , 0 0 0 ;  Aus t ra l ia /New Zealand--27,000; Asia--15,000;  Un i t ed  
Kingdom--8,000; Sou th  Afr ica- -15 ,000;  Canada--17,500; P h i l i p p i n e s - - 5 , 0 0 0 ;  
Europe/Scandinavia--5,500; a l l  o t h e r  areas o f  t h e  world--4,000. W e  hope 
t o  have t h e  book i n  t h e  m a i l  by t h e  end o f  March. 

MAIL COMMENTS 

T h i s  week ' s  comments f o c u s  on M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  J a n u a r y  23rd  co-worker 
l e t t e r  and M r .  Gerald W a t e r h o u s e ' s  v i s i t s  t o  l o c a l  c h u r c h e s .  

H.W.A. L e t t e r  o f  J a n u a r y  23rd  Encourages  Readers  

A f t e r  h a v i n g  comple ted  r e a d i n g  t h e  l e t t e r  f r o m  YOU,  I w a s  f i l l e d  
w i t h  a s e n s e  of urgency  t o  overcome now m o r e  t h a n  e v e r .  With 
m y s e l f ,  it seems S a t a n  i s  t r y i n g  so h a r d  t o  p r e s e n t  o b s t a c l e s  t h a t  
w i l l  p r e v e n t  m e  f rom d o i n g  God's w i l l .  But  t h i s  o n l y  c e r t i f i e s  t h e  
f a c t  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  p r a y  and f a s t  more i n t e n s i v e l y  t h a n  e v e r -  

--Mrs. Morris Owings, Jr. (Sy lacauqa ,  AL) 

I received your  fou r -page  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  l e t t e r  d a t e d  J a n u a r y  23, 
1 9 8 0 .  N o  one  on t h i s  e a r t h  b u t  you knows t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t r u t h  o f  
what  i s  t o  happen. I t h a n k  God t h e  Almighty Creator t h a t  H e  h a s  
g iven  H i s  o n l y  a p o s t l e  a l l  t h i s  t r u t h .  I n  t u r n ,  t hank  you for 
p a s s i n g  it on t o  m e .  
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N o  one cares b u t  you and a l l  your people .  We love you and our  
p r a y e r s  c o n s t a n t l y  are f o r  God's Kingdom and your h e a l t h .  

--Teresa Cruz (Pasadena, CA) 

I read wi th  renewed v i g o r  your l e t t e r  t o  t h e  co-workers of January 
2 3 ,  1 9 8 0 .  I have robbed my savings  account  and a m  enc los ing  a check. 
World e v e n t s  a r e  speeding so r a p i d l y  I'll never  m i s s  t h e  money and 
I am happy to have a p a r t  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  Work of God. 

--William Boone (Augusta, GA) 

Thank you so much f o r  t h e  i n s p i r i n g  January 2 3 ,  1 9 8 0  l e t t e r .  I t  
w a s  j u s t  what I needed and so f u l l  of encouraging p rods  t o  he lp  keep 
my mind on t r a c k  when Satan tr ies t o  f i l l  i t  wi th  m u l t i p l e  c a r e s  of 
t h i s  world.  

--Gary A .  B a s t i e  (Ocala, FL) 

Now I have your good le t te r  of t h e  twenty- th i rd  t e l l i n g  us  t h e  s t a t e  
of t h e  Church worldwide and t h e  world crises i n  l i g h t  of b i b l i c a l  
prophecy. Your l e t te r  i s  f u l l  of encouragement. I always l eave  
your let ters o u t  on my desk for  s e v e r a l  days ,  reading  and r e read ing  
u n t i l  I f e e l  I have thoroughly d i q e s t e d  t h e  c o n t e n t s  and t h e  
corresponding B ib le  r e f e r e n c e s .  

--Betty qakasz ( S p r i n g f i e l d ,  MO) 

I r ece ived  your l e t t e r  of t h e  23rd of January.  I t  s u r e  brought more 
l i g h t  t o  m e  about  how Russia  is a c t i n g  i n  the N e a r  E a s t .  You m u s t  
have a l o t  of  people  g e t t i n g  you informat ion  from a l l  ove r  t h e  world. 
A l s o ,  I d i d n ' t  know you have so many churches a l l  over  t h e  world. 

- - W i l l i a m  Brown ( C l e a r f i e l d ,  PA) 

E n t h u s i a s t i c  Over M r .  Waterhouse's  V i s i t s  

M r .  Gerald Waterhouse gave a very  i n s p i r i n g  B ib le  s tudy  on backing 
God's a p o s t l e  and about  t h e  p l a c e  of s a f e t y  a few weeks ago. With 
world c o n d i t i o n s  a s  they  are and t h e  doors  t o  t h e s e  l a r g e r  n a t i o n s  
b e i n g  opened t o  you, it must be t i m e  for  C h r i s t  t o  r e t u r n  very  soon. 
I hope and p r a y  w e  as  God's people  are  going t o  b e  ready f o r  t h a t  
r e t u r n .  

--Mrs. Char les  Eavenson ( E l l i s v i l l e ,  MS) 

A f t e r  h e a r i n g  M r .  Waterhouse i n  Columbia l as t  n i g h t ,  I won ' t  w a i t  
u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  of the month t o  send i n  my widow's m i t e !  I have a 
new z e a l  and a keener  d e s i r e  t o  do a l l  I can  t o  h e l p  g e t  t h e  message 
o u t .  

--Mrs. Clenard Arrowood (Ashev i l l e ,  NC) 

M r .  Waterhouse h e l d  a B i b l e  s tudy  a t  t h e  Moulton church and it w a s  
so ve ry ,  ve ry  t h r i l l i n g  t o  hea r  t h e  message he brought  t o  us! How 
wonderful t o  have men like him (and t h e  o t h e r  i n s p i r e d  ministers, 
e v a n g e l i s t s ,  e t c . )  working wi th  you and behind you i n  t h i s  end-time 
Work, so  f e r v e n t l y  proc la iming  t h e  t r u e  message. I am indeed q r a t e -  
f u l  t o  you and t h e s e  men f o r  t hese  e f f o r t s .  

- - M r s .  Marcheta Godwin (Madison, FL)  



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, March 7 ,  1 9 8 0  Page 4 

I have j u s t  heard  an i n s p i r i n g  sermon by Mr. Gerald Waterhouse i n  
which he  s t r o n g l y  admonished us  t o  suppor t  you ( M r .  Armstrong) and 
your e f f o r t s  t o  p roc la im t h e  Gospel o f  God's Kingdom. 

N e w  in fo rma t ion  w a s  r e v e a l e d  t o  u s  which conf i rms  even more t h a t  
you are C h r i s t ' s  end-time E l i j a h  warning the  n a t i o n s  of t h i s  world 
of C h r i s t ' s  imminent r e t u r n  and p r e p a r i n g  t h e  Church as a b e a u t i f u l  
b r i d e  t o  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  C h r i s t .  

- - M a l c o l m  Thomas ( P e r r y ,  FL)  

M r .  Gerald Waterhouse evokes responses  deep and t r u e  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  
of a l l  of  u s  who h e a r  him. H e  i s  n o t  on ly  a Water-house. H e ' s  an 
open, p o r t a b l e  hydran t ,  f l u e n t l y  pour ing  o u t  t h e  waters of  l i f e  t o  
s a t i s f y  o u r  t h i r s t  f o r  knowledge. H e  g e t s  u s  r o l l i n g  aga in  w i t h  
t h e  push of z e a l  he  r e c e i v e s  from God's Holy S p i r i t .  

--Doris Payne ( F o r t  McCoy, FL)  

I t  w a s  so good t o  h e a r  M r .  Gerald Waterhouse h e r e  a t  S t .  Pete. H i s  
message g e t s  b e t t e r  e v e r y  t i m e  we h e a r  from him and j u s t  makes  m e  
p ray  f o r  G o d ' s  Kingdom t o  come soon. 

I h a t e  what t h i s  wretched w o r l d  i s  doing  t o  everyone ,  even us .  
Thank God w e  have H i s  S p i r i t  and t r u t h  t o  l e a d  us  and g i v e  u s  hope 
o r  i t  would be  unbearable  t o  l i v e  i n  t h i s  s o c i e t y .  

--Carol Bratwick (Dunedin, FL) 

Please thank M r .  Gerald Waterhouse f o r  u s  and l e t  him know how ve ry  
much we enjoyed  h i s  B i b l e  study i n  F l o r e n c e ,  North C a r o l i n a .  What 
a powerful  speaker!  And so much s p i r i t u a l  m e a t !  W e  are t r u l y  
b l e s s e d  t o  have such  wonderful  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  Body of C h r i s t .  

--Edith E .  Wilson (Hope M i l l s ,  N C )  

W e  are looking  forward t o  s e e i n g  and h e a r i n g  Y r .  Waterhouse t h i s  
Sabbath i n  San Angelo. I t  was g r e a t  when he w a s  o u r  r e g u l a r  m i n i s t e r ,  
b u t  I know everyone needs  t o  h e a r  h i s  g r e a t  messages. 

- - M r s .  George H i l l  (Lohn, TX) 

L a s t  n i g h t  o u r  church a r e a  h e r e  i n  Texarkana had t h e  g r e a t  opportu-  
n i t y  t o  h e a r  M r .  Gerald Waterhouse. H e  s a v e  an i n s p i r i n g  t a l k  t h a t  
lit a f i r e  i n  a l l  of u s .  I t  helped us  t o  b e t t e r  unders tand  how God 
developed you f o r  t h e  v e r y  purpose you are s e r v i n g .  

--James Neff (Texarkana, TX) 

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

AMERICAN DIPLOMACY H I T S  NEW LOW--IF THAT'S  POSSIBLE: O f f i c i a l  Washington 
h a s  a n o t h e r  l a y e r  of d i p l o m a t i c  egg on i t s  f a c e .  A supposed " f a i l u r e  of 
communication" on Sa tu rday  March 1 r e s u l t e d  i n  America 's  Ambassador t o  
t h e  United Na t ions ,  Donald McHenry, c a s t i n g  a v o t e  a g a i n s t  I s rae l  i n  t h e  
U . N .  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l ,  on a r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l i n g  f o r  I s rae l i  withdrawal  from 
s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  occupied W e s t  Bank i n c l u d i n g  E a s t  Je rusa lem.  

P r e s i d e n t  Carter l a te r  renounced t h e  v o t e ,  s ay ing  t h e  U.S. should  have 
a b s t a i n e d  i n s t e a d  because of  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ' s  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Jerusa lem.  
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( I t  i s  U.S. p o l i c y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  Jerusa lem a s  an i s s u e  a p a r t  from t h e  rest 
of t h e  W e s t  Bank).  H e  c la imed t h a t  a l l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Jerusa lem s p e c i f i -  
c a l l y  should  have been d e l e t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  came up fo r  a v o t e .  

The vote--and i t s  subsequent  repudia t ion- - reaped  t h e  whir lwind f o r  t h e  
U . S .  from b o t h  sides. T h e  Israelis denounced as "repugnant"  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
vo te  and d i smis sed  an a p o l o g e t i c  l e t t e r  from P r e s i d e n t  Carter .  React ion 
t o  t h e  apology i n  t h e  Arab world w a s  p r e d i c t a b l y  angry. M r .  Car ter  was 
accused of g i v i n g  i n ,  d u r i n g  t h i s  e l ec t ion  y e a r ,  t o  t h e  Jewish  lobby. 
S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  Vance t r i e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  heat off b o t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
and h i s  hand-picked U.  N .  envoy, McHenry, by a c c e p t i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
A s  a res l t  no one knows who o r  what t o  b e l i e v e .  The c r e d i b i l i t y  of t h e  
C a r t e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  has  s u f f e r e d  a n o t h e r  blow. 

I t  w a s  a blow M r .  Carter could  ill a f f o r d ,  coming a s  i t  d i d  a f t e r  a whole 
series of f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  lumps and d i p l o m a t i c  sna fus .  The q u a l i t y  of U . S .  
diplomacy i s  a t  i t s  lowes t  ebb e v e r .  L e s s  t han  a month p r e v i o u s l y ,  
P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  d i s p a t c h e d  b o x e r / e n t e r t a i n e r  Muhammad A l i  on a d e l i c a t e  
d i p l o m a t i c  mission t o  A f r i c a .  H e  was s e n t  as M r .  Ca r t e r ' s  own o f f i c i a l  
envoy i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  drum up Af r i can  suppor t  f o r  a b o y c o t t  of t h e  Moscow 
summer Olympic G a m e s .  ( T h i s  w a s  i n  i t s e l f  somewhat h y p o c r i t i c a l .  When 27  
Black Af r i can  n a t i o n s  boyco t t ed  t h e  1 9 7 6  Montreal games t o  p r o t e s t  a p a r t -  
h e i d ,  t h e  U.S. counse led  a g a i n s t  mixing s p o r t s  and politics.) 

A l i ' s  miss ion  was a f i r s t - r a t e  d i s a s t e r .  H e  had no unders tanding  of 
Afr ican  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  p r e j u d i c e s ,  and s e n s i t i v i t i e s .  Desp i t e  coaching  by 
dismayed t r a v e l l i n g  a i d e s  provided  by t h e  S t a t e  Department (which s t r o n g l y  
disapproved of  t h e  t r i p ) ,  A l i  d i d  n o t  know how t o  handle  h o s t i l e  p r e s s  
que s t i o n  i n g  . 
I n  D a r  E s  Salaam, A l i  w a s  informed by Tanzan ia ' s  government newsmen t h a t  
t h e  Soviets w e r e  n o t  viewed i n  such a bad l i g h t ,  s i n c e  t h e y  s u p p o r t  "na- 
t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n "  movements on t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  The t e a c h e r  'ended up be ing  
s t u d e n t .  S a i d  A l l :  "You a l l  have g iven  m e  some q u e s t i o n s  which a r e  good 
and a r e  making m e  look a t  t h i s  t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t  ... To m e ,  R u s s i a ' s  a bad 
country.  But I d o n ' t  know what Russ i a  d i d  f o r  you ... I ' m  l e a r n i n g .  
You're  t e a c h i n g  m e .  Look, I ' m  no t r a i t o r  t o  b l ack  people  ... I ' m  n o t  h e r e  
t o  do no th ing  a g a i n s t  A f r i c a .  
America. It Some o f f i c i a l  envoy. 

I ' m  n o t  h e r e  t o  promote-no _)-- r o l e  f o r  ---- 

The n e x t  day,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  s p e c i a l  emissary t o l d  a press conference  
i n  Nai robi , -Kenya , -" I 'm -- n o t  C a r t e r ' s  whuppin'-=. 
America o r  American Dol icv . .  . . I '  I n  an o b l i a u e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Afshan- 

-- I ' m  n o t  s e l l i n g  

i s t a n  c r i s i s ,  A l i  ad i ed :  *"The two baddes t  G h i t e  men i n  t h e  world are t h e  
Russian wh i t e  man and t h e  American wh i t e  man and i f  t h o s e  t w o  s t a r t  f i g h t -  
i n g ,  a l l  of u s  l i t t l e  b l a c k  f o l k  g o i n '  t o  be caugh t  r i g h t  i n  t he  m i d d l e . "  

Having r e c e i v e d  an e a r f u l  of Af r i can  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  c o n t i n u i n g  U.S. rela- 
t i o n s  w i t h  South  A f r i c a ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  p e r s o n a l  envoy t o l d  t h e  Kenyans 
t h a t  h e  was hence fo r th  devo t ing  h i s  l i f e  t o  c rusad ing  a g a i n s t  South A f r i c a  
and on b e h a l f  of a l l  oppressed  peop les .  " I ' m  no l o n g e r  i n  boxing, ' '  ex- 
claimed Ali. ( H e  has s i n c e  come o u t  of r e t i r e m e n t  f o r  the  umpteenth t i m e ,  
l u r e d  by a $ 1 4  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  g a t e . )  "I'm cJoing o u t  as a w a r r i o r  f o r  Al lah  ... The number one t r o u b l e  s p o t  on t h e  p l a n e t  i s  r a c i s t ,  d e v i l i s h ,  s l a v e r y  
[ s i c ]  South A f r i c a .  
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Tanzan ia ' s  P r e s i d e n t  J u l i u s  Nyrere ( M r .  C a r t e r ' s  Af r i can  penpa l )  r e fused  
t o  see A l i .  H e  w a s  c l e a r l y  of fended  t h a t  h i s  f r i e n d  i n  t h e  White House 
had d i s p a t c h e d  what h e  cons ide red  a buf foon--se lec ted  s o l e l y  because of 
t h e  color of  h i s  sk in - - to  d i s c u s s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  w i t h  him. Y e t  
a n o t h e r  example of  America n o t  t a k i n g  A f r i c a  s e r i o u s l y .  

I n  a r e l a t e d  misjudgement,  P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  appea led  t o  ove r  1 0 0  heads 
of s ta te ,  v i a  p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r s ,  a sk ing  f o r  t h e i r  suppor t  i n  b o y c o t t i n g  
t h e  Moscow Olympic Games. South A f r i c a ' s  P r e m i e r  P i e t e r  Botha r ece ived  
a l e t t e r  t o o ,  b u t  cou ld  h a r d l y  be  expec ted  t o  o f f e r  suppor t .  South A f r i c a  
h a s  been b a r r e d  from t h e  Olympics f o r  t h e  p a s t  twenty yea r s !  

The mis t akes  con t inue  t o  p i l e  up. The f e e l i n g s  of  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  a r e  
b l i s s f u l l y  ignored .  P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r ,  f o r  example, has  j u s t  nominated a 
prominent Mexican-American, D r .  J u l i a n  Nava, t o  be  U.S. Ambassador t o  
Mexico. D r .  Nava i s  an e d u c a t o r  and former m e m b e r  of t h e  Los Angeles 
School Board. H e  h a s  no d i p l o m a t i c  expe r i ence .  H e  was s e l e c t e d  s o l e l y  
because  o f  h i s  race--also h o p e f u l l y  s e c u r i n g  f o r  M r .  C a r t e r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
a l l e g i a n c e  of Hispanics .  However, Mexico i s  n o t  impressed by t h i s  a c t  of 
condescent ion .  The r u l i n g  c i rc les  of t h e  Mexican government, almost 
e n t i r e l y  of w h i t e  European-Spanish s t o c k ,  look d i s d a i n f u l l y  upon American 
Chicanos,  h i g h l y  educa ted  o r  n o t .  They p r e f e r  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  b a s i c  U.S. 
"Anglo" s t o c k ,  more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  U.S. power c i rc les  i n  b u s i n e s s  and 
government. Hence, a n o t h e r  b l ack  eye  f o r  Washington. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  D r .  Nava (an  acknowledged e x p e r t  on Mexican h i s t o r y )  cer- 
t a i n l y  w i l l  do a better j o b ,  i f  Sena te  approva l  i s  for thcoming,  than  t h e  
p r e s e n t  U.S. Ambassador t o  S ingapore .  Former South Dakota governor  
Richard Kneip w a s  appo in ted  t o  t h a t  p o s t  by P r e s i d e n t  Car te r  i n  1 9 7 8 .  
A s  r e l a t e d  r e c e n t l y  t o  t h e  p r e s s  by a former a i d e ,  Ambassador Kneip, when 
he took up h i s  p o s t ,  d i d n ' t  know who Chiang Kai-shek, Mahatma Gandi, 
J a w a h a r l a l  Nehru, Helmut Schmidt and Giscard  d ' E s t a i n q  w e r e .  H e  w a s  
unaware t h a t  I n d i a  and P a k i s t a n  had fough t  a war i n  1 9 7 1  ("What was t h a t  
a l l  about?"  he  r e p o r t e d l y  a s k e d ) .  Worse s t i l l ,  M r .  Kneip d i d n ' t  know 
t h e r e  w e r e  t w o  Koreas--and once ,  d u r i n g  a d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  r e su rgence  
of Islam, asked "What 's  Is lam?" 

Key Factor i n  N a t i o n a l  Power 

The number of examples t h a t  could  be  g iven  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  l o w  s t a t e  
of American diplomacy a r e  almost e n d l e s s .  A book could  b e  w r i t t e n  on 
t h e  undip lomat ic  u t t e r a n c e s  o f  Andrew Young a lone .  And a coup le  of 
volumes on t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  "human r i g h t s "  p o l i c y .  

How impor t an t  t o  a n a t i o n  i s  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  i t s  diplomacy? I t  i s ,  a long  
w i t h  q u a l i t y  of government, t h e  m o s t  impor t an t  f a c t o r  o f  a l l .  I t  g i v e s  
l i f e  and animation t o  a l l  o t h e r s  (which are: geography, n a t i o n a l  re- 
sources ,  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p a c i t y ,  m i l i t a r y  p repa redness ,  p o p u l a t i o n ,  n a t i o n a l  
c h a r a c t e r  and n a t i o n a l  morale).  "The q u a l i t y  of  a n a t i o n ' s  diplomacy, 
s a y s  Hans J. Morgenthau i n  P o l i t i c s  Amonq Na t ions ,  "combines a l l  t h o s e  
d i f f e r e n t  f a c t o r s  i n t o  an i n t e g r a t e d  whole, g i v e s  them d i r e c t i o n  and 
weight . .  . . I' M r .  Morgenthau c o n t i n u e s :  

-- 

"Diplomacy, one might  s a y ,  i s  t h e  b r a i n s  of n a t i o n a l  power, a s  n a t i o n a l  
morale i s  i t s  s o u l . "  How d e s p e r a t e l y  l a c k i n g  b o t h  of  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  are 
i n  America today.  God p rophes i ed ,  through I s a i a h  ( c h a p t e r  1, v e r s e  5 )  
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t h a t  " t h e  whole head [government and i t s  diplomacy] i s  s i c k  and t h e  whole 
h e a r t  [ n a t i o n a l  mora le ,  o r  s o u l ]  f a i n t .  " 

M r .  Morgenthau concludes  about  t h e  importance of  diplomacy: " I f  i t s  
v i s i o n  i s  b l u r r e d ,  i t s  judgment d e f e c t i v e ,  and i t s  de te rmina t ion  f e e b l e ,  
a l l  t h e  advantages of  geograph ica l  l o c a t i o n ,  o f  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  i n  food,  
r a w  mater ia ls ,  and i n d u s t r i a l  p roduc t ion ,  of m i l i t a r y  p repa redness ,  of 
s i z e  and q u a l i t y  of p o p u l a t i o n  w i l l  i n  t h e  long run a v a i l  a n a t i o n  l i t t l e .  
A n a t i o n  t h a t  can b o a s t  of  a l l  t h e s e  advantages ,  b u t  n o t  of diplomacy 
commensurate w i t h  them, may achieve  temporary s u c c e s s e s  through t h e  shee r  
weight of  i t s  n a t u r a l  assets. I n  t h e  long r u n ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  squander  
t h e  n a t u r a l  assets  by a c t i v a t i n g  them incompetent ly ,  h a l t i n g l y ,  and waste- 
f u l l y  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s . ' '  

God gave us  p l e n t y  of n a t u r a l  assets (see Genesis  49:25-26)--but poor 
s t a t e s c r a f t  i s  d i s s i p a t i n g  them r a p i d l y .  

--Gene H.  Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 


