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THE YEAR NOW B E G I N N I N G  --- 

by H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong 

W e  a re  e n d i n g  one of  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t ,  e v i l ,  and h a p l e s s  y e a r s  i n  
t h e  w o r l d ,  and one  of p a r a d o x i c a l  p e r s e c u t i o n  and a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  s u c c e s s -  
f u l  and p r o d u c t i v e  y e a r s  i n  God ' s  Work. 

I n  t h e  w o r l d  t h e r e  w e r e  w a r s  h e r e  and t h e r e  amid e f f o r t s  f o r  p e a c e  i n  
t h e  Middle  E a s t  between I s rae l  and  Egypt .  There  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
ep idemics  of  s t a r v a t i o n  of men, women and babies  i n  h i s t o r y .  And t h e  y e a r  
ended  w i t h  t h e  American G I A N T  b e i n g  h e l d  h o s t a g e  by t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  
s m a l l  n a t i o n  I r a n .  

A mob of angry  I r a n i a n  m i l i t a n t s  h a s  been  able  t o  p u t  t h e  m o s t  power-. 
f u l  n a t i o n  on e a r t h  b e h i n d  t h e  e i g h t  b a l l ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h e l p -  
less! The p r i n c i p a l  U.S. o b j e c t i v e  i s  t o  f r e e  t h e  50 h o s t a g e s  of t h e  U.S. 
Embassy a l i v e .  P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  h a s  s a i d  he  h a s  s e v e r a l  o p t i o n s .  But  n o t  
one of them w i l l  work. 

I f  t h e  U . S .  u s e s  m i l i t a r y  i n v a s i o n ,  t h a t  w i l l  d e f e a t  t h e  whole 
American p u r p o s e ,  f o r  t h e  terrorists would k i l l  a l l  h o s t a g e s  b e f o r e  t h e  
i n v a s i o n  would r e a c h  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of Tehran.  I f  t h e  U.S. u s e s  a n a v a l  
b l o c k a d e ,  M r .  Ca r t e r  would have  t o  a l l o w  o i l  sh ipmen t s  t o  go o u t  t o  coun- 
t r ies  i n  t h e  Russ i an  o r b i t  and  J a p a n ,  which would keep  I r a n  p r o s p e r o u s ,  and  
a l so  a l l o w  m e d i c i n e s  and  c e r t a i n  f o o d s t u f f s  t o  go  i n .  Such a b l o c k a d e  
would n o t  h u r t  I r a n  f o r  a l o n g  t i m e .  

M r .  Car te r  h a s  p l a n n e d  t o  a s k  t h e  UN f o r  economic s a n c t i o n s .  The 
i n d i c a t i o n  h a s  been t h a t  t h e  Kremlin and China  would a b s t a i n  f r o m  v o t i n g  
and A m e r i c a  would have  t o  g e t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t h i r d  w o r l d  n a t i o n s  t o  j o i n  i n  
--meaning A r a b s ,  and  i t  a p p e a r e d  up t o  C h r i s t m a s  day t o  b e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  
g e t  them. B e s i d e s ,  a l l  t h e s e  o p t i o n s  endange r  t h e  U.S. p e a c e  w i t h  t h e  
S o v i e t s .  The U.S. c a n n o t  r i s k  a n u c l e a r  World W a r  I11 w i t h  R u s s i a !  

A l ready  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o u r t  o f  J u s t i c e  a t  The Hague h a s  r e n d e r e d  
t h e  unanimous v e r d i c t  i n  U . S .  f a v o r ,  b u t  Khomeini i r j no res  t h a t ,  and it  
h a s  no means of e n f o r c i n g  i t s  v e r d i c t - - s o  i t  w a s  u s e l e s s .  

The I r a n i a n s  a r e  " s i t t i n g  p r e t t y , "  and t h e  U.S. i s  "a  s i t t i n g  duck ," - -  
h e l p l e s s  t o  do a n y t h i n g .  A l l  t h i s ,  so  f a r ,  h a s  s k y r o c k e t e d  M r .  C a r t e r ' s  
p o p u l a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  v o t e r s - - b u t  t h e  A y a t o l l a h  s n e e r s  t h a t  h e  i s  do ing  i t  
f o r  p e r s o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s .  Chances a r e ,  b e f o r e  e l e c t i o n  t i m e  t h e  
Car te r  p o p u l a r i t y  w i l l  s k i d  down a g a i n  when American v o t e r s  wake up t o  t h e  
f a c t  he  h a s  succeeded  a t  N O T H I N G .  
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H o w  i s  a l l  t h i s  I r a n i a n  s i t u a t i o n  go ing  t o  end? Nobody knows. I t  i s  
a t  a s ta lemate.  

A l o g i c a l  g u e s s  would b e  t h a t  t h e  I r a n i a n s  w i l l  t r y  t h e  h o s t a g e s  a n d ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  c o n v i c t  them as " s p i e s .  'I Then t h e y  w i l l  c l a i m  t o  show t h e  
' 'mercy" of t h e i r  S h i i t e  s ec t  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n ,  by " m e r c i f u l l y "  
p a r d o n i n g  them and r e l e a s i n g  them. T h i s ,  t h e y  w i l l  f e e l ,  w i l l  g i v e  them 
a t remendous mora l  v i c t o r y  o v e r  p o o r ,  h e l p l e s s  America. 

But  wha t  of  t h e  y e a r  1980? We are s t a r t i n g  n o t  o n l y  a new y e a r  b u t  a 
new decade .  I f  t h e  commonly a c c e p t e d  ch rono logy  from c r e a t i o n  of Adam and 
Eve i s  c o r r e c t  (which I t h i n k  it I S N ' T ) ,  t h e  6 , 0 0 0 - y e a r  p e r i o d  o f  mankind 
on e a r t h  would e n d  a b o u t  1996--only s i x t e e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  decade  w e  a re  
a b o u t  t o  e n t e r .  And s u r e l y  w e  migh t  w e l l  e x p e c t  t h e  s e c o n d  coming of  
C h r i s t  t o  o c c u r  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  t h a t .  The re  a p p a r e n t l y  w i l l  be a 34-year  
p e r i o d  f o r  t h e  Great T r i b u l a t i o n - - a n d  t h e  "Day of t h e  Lord"  may come d u r i n g  
t h e  f i n a l  y e a r  o f  t h a t  3% y e a r s .  

Expec t  Pope John P a u l  11, w i t h  t h e  Roman C u r i a ,  t o  s t a r t  making g r e a t  
p r o g r e s s  toward  o f f e r i n g  " t h e i r  good o f f i c e s "  t o  h e l p  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  Europe 
u n i t e  a g a i n .  Undoubtedly i t  i s  a l r e a d y  working  by secret  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  

A l so  e x p e c t  w o r l d  e v i l s  t o  worsen .  

But  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  and f o r e b o d i n g  f a c t  a b o u t  a l l  
t h i s :  I t  h a s  p roved  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  Embassy i n  one f o r e i g n  n a t i o n  h a s  n o t  
been s e c u r e ,  and t h e r e b y  p r o v e s  t h a t  NO N A T I O N ' S  DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVES 
I N  A N Y  OTHER NATION ARE SECURE--and THIS SMACKS O F  WORLD CHAOS! I t  s i g n a l s  
t h a t  t h e  END O F  THIS WORLD AS WE K N O m  I S  HERE.' 

But  t h a t ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  i s  GOOD NEWS--for i t  a l so  s i g n a l s  t h a t  t h e  KING- 
DOM O F  GOD I S  VERY NEAR AT HAND! 

Y e s ,  t h i s  h a s  been  a y e a r  of  p r o v i n g  t h a t  t h e  governments  o f  n a t i o n s  
are  u n s t a b l e ,  b e i n g  t o p p l e d  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  a b o u t  one a month. I t  h a s  
p roved  t h a t  no Church o r  Work o f  God i n  C a l i f o r n i a  i s  s a f e .  And i f  n o t  i n  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  n o t  i n  A m e r i c a .  And i f  n o t  i n  America, n o t  anywhere i n  t h e  
'world! GOD I S  G O I N G  TO HAVE TO INTERVENE VERY SOON! 

I t  h a s  been  a y e a r  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  d i v o r c e ,  f a m i l y  breakdowns-- increas-  
i n g  c r i m e ,  i n c r e a s i n g  ev i l s !  I t ' s  t i m e  t o  p r a y ,  "THY KINGDOM COME!" 

The y e a r  g o t  off t o  a s t a r t - - J a n u a r y  3rd--of S a t a n ' s  m o s t  m a s s i v e  blow 
of p e r s e c u t i o n  s o  f a r  i n  h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  Church of t h e  L i v i n g  
God. 

But  t h e  Lord J e s u s  C h r i s t  had  moved i n  advance  t o  p r o t e c t  u s .  H e  had  
maneuvered c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t o  move m e  o u t  of  C a l i f o r n i a  and  i n t o  Tucson ,  
Ar i zona .  Think wha t  would have happened had I s t i l l  been  i n  Pasadena .  
Immedia te ly  I s e n t  o u t  a l e t t e r  t o  a l l  m e m b e r s  and co-workers i n  an e m e r -  
gency a p p e a l  f o r  f u n d s  f o r  l e g a l  d e f e n s e .  The c o u r t - a p p o i n t e d  R e c e i v e r  
s t o p p e d  t h e  l e t t e r  from go ing  o u t  a t  t h e  Pasadena  P o s t  O f f i c e .  Immedia te ly  
I s e n t  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r ,  f rom a n o t h e r  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  w i t h  f u n d s  t o  b e  m a i l e d  
t o  m e  i n  Tucson where t h e  R e c e i v e r  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  h i s  hands  on i t .  

Had I s t i l l  been i n  Pasadena ,  t h i s  w o u l d  n o t  have  been  p o s s i b l e ,  and 
had I s e n t  o u t  a second  l e t t e r ,  I would have  been impr i soned  f o r  Contempt 
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of C o u r t .  I n  Tucson ,  C a l i f o r n i a  judges could  not g e t  t o  m e ,  and T have  
been  f r e e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  Work from h e r e ,  unmoles ted  by t h i s  mass ive  
government a t t a c k .  

God a lways  TIMES t h i n g s  j u s t  r i g h t .  On J a n u a r y  4 t h ,  t h e  R e c e i v e r  
went  t o  o u r  bank ,  and t h e  bank s t o p p e d  a l l  our c r e d i t .  A c t u a l l y  w e  owed 
t h e  bank some 3% m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  and i f  God ' s  t i m i n g  had n o t  been ON 
TARGET, w e  would have  been  BANKRUPT on J a n u a r y  4 t h .  

But  ON THAT VERY DAY,  t h e  p r o c e e d s  from t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  Ambassador 
campus i n  Eng land ,  i n  round f i g u r e s  $33 m i l l i o n ,  a r r i v e d  a t  o u r  bank ,  
h a v i n g  been  t r a n s f e r r e d  from England.  The bank took  t h e  $34  m i l l i o n - - b u t  
s a v e d  us  f rom b a n k r u p t c y  and  l e f t  us  s o l v e n t .  

The second  l e t t e r - - a f t e r  t h e  Pasadena  P o s t  O f f i c e  s t o p p e d  t h e  f i r s t  
one--brought  immediate  r e s u l t s  t o  Tucson,  where i t  w a s  banked o u t  o f  r e a c h  
o f  t h e  Dece iver - - I  mean R e c e i v e r .  

C u s t o m a r i l y ,  w e  have  a n n u a l l y  borrowed $1 m i l l i o n  a t  o u r  L o s  Angeles  
bank a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of J a n u a r y ,  and p a i d  it back o u t  of s p r i n g  Holy Day 
o f f e r i n g s .  A l s o  w e  have  a n n u a l l y  borrowed a n o t h e r  m i l l i o n  a b o u t  J u l y ,  
p a y i n g  it back o u t  o f  f a l l  Holy Day o f f e r i n g s .  

T h i s  y e a r  God b les t  us  w i t h  an  i n c r e a s e d  income so t h a t  w e  d i d  n o t  
have  t o  b o r r o w  e i t h e r  one  of  t h o s e  m i l l i o n s .  W e  would have  been u n a b l e ,  
a f t e r  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  i n v a s i o n ,  of c o u r s e ,  b u t  God fo resaw t h a t  and 
p r o v i d e d  t h o s e  m i l l i o n s  i n  r e g u l a r  income. 

D o n ' t  t e l l  m e  God ' s  Word d o e s n ' t  mean what  i t  s a y s  i n  P h i l i p p i a n s  
4 :  1 9 ,  "My God s h a l l  s u p p l y  a l l  y o u r  need  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  r i c h e s  i n  g l o r y  
by C h r i s t  J e s u s .  " 

J u s t  T H I N K  how God h a s  s u p p l i e d  t h e  NEED o f  H i s  Church t h i s  y e a r !  
The income h a s  shown an  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r  t o  j u s t  a b o u t  
e q u a l  t h e  amount of  i n f l a t i o n !  PRAISE GOD f o r  H i s  w o n d e r f u l  goodness  t o  
H i s  p e o p l e  whom H e  i s  u s i n g  i n  H i s  Work! 

T h i s  h a s  been a y e a r  of SETTING GOD'S CHURCH AND COLLEGE BACK ON G O D ' S  
TRACK ! 

Now w h a t  of 1980? 

God's  Work will LEAP AHEAD AT ACCELERATING PACE. T i m e  i s  growing 
s h o r t .  G o d  knows t h a t  b e t t e r  t h a n  w e .  And, a s  w e  g e t  OURSELVES and H i s  
Church back  on t h e  t r a c k ,  g e t t i n g  o u r s e l v e s  CLOSER TO H I M  and HIS WILL, 
H i s  b l e s s i n g s  on H i s  Church w i l l  r a p i d l y  INCREASE! EXPECT I T !  

H e  h a s  opened t h e  d o o r s  t o  n a t i o n s  t o  t a k e  C h r i s t ' s  Gospel  Message 
of THE K I N G D O M  O F  GOD as a w i t n e s s  t o  a l l  n a t i o n s .  N o  power can  close it! 

The m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  v i s i t  t o  government heads  a t  P e k i n g ,  C h i n a ,  h a s  
opened o t h e r  doors--among them an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  v i s i t  Nor th  Korea and 
o t h e r  n a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  R U S S I A !  

God h a s  now opened t h e  door  t o  government heads  o f  t h e  USSR. A l s o  
t o  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  and  Po land .  A v i s i t  i s  now p l a n n e d  t o  C a i r o ,  J e r u s a l e m ,  
Po land ,  p o s s i b l y  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  and t o  Yoscow a b o u t  l a t e  A p r i l  and e a r l y  
May. 
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But I m u s t  a d d ,  t h e  r a p i d  growth i n  t h e  POWER of t h i s  Work depends 
more upon YOUR PRAYERS, and y o u r  c l o s e n e s s  t o  GOD and t o  C h r i s t  o u r  
S a v i o r ,  t h a n  on a n y t h i n g  e lse .  Relay  t h i s  on t o  y o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  And 
THANK AND PRAISE GOD FOR H I S  DELIVERANCE AND GUIDANCE THIS YEAR! 

The P L A I N  TRUTH REJUVENATED 

W e  e x p e c t  The PLAIN TRUTH t o  t a k e  on new l i f e ,  and  c i r c u l a t i o n  t o  s o a r  
t o  3 m i l l i o n  o r  p a s t  d u r i n g  1 9 8 0 .  

D r .  Herman L.  Hoeh h a s  been  p u t  back on t h e  s t a f f  as S e n i o r  E d i t o r .  
D e x t e r  F a u l k n e r ,  who h a s  done such  an  e x c e l l e n t  j o b  as Managinq E d i t o r  of 
t h e  GOOD NEWS and t h e  WORLDWIDE NEWS w i l l  a l s o  become Managing E d i t o r  o f  
The P L A I N  TRUTH. H e  w i l l  add  t o  h i s  s t a f f  wha teve r  h e  needs  i n  l a y o u t  and 
g r a p h i c s .  

The PLAIN TRUTH i s  c o m p l e t e l y  un ique  i n  t h e  magazine f i e l d .  N o  o t h e r  
p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  l i k e  it. N o r  i s  i t  e x p e c t e d  t o  be a c a r b o n  copy o f  t h i s  
w o r l d ' s  m a s s  c i r c u l a t i o n  magazines  w h e t h e r  news magaz ines ,  human i n t e r e s t ,  
o r  o t h e r .  

A s  Ambassador C o l l e g e  is once  more GOD'S C o l l e g e ,  so The P L A I N  TRUTH,  
u n l i k e  any o t h e r ,  i s  GOD'S magazine.  

Ambassador C o l l e g e  i s  once  more ACCREDITED! I t  w a s  a c c r e d i t e d  b e f o r e - -  
w i t h  GOD'S a c c r e d i t a t i o n ,  u n t i l  one  I had hoped would come a l o n g  i n  h i s  
f a t h e r ' s  f o o t s t e p s  as C h r i s t ' s  c h o s e n ,  wanted  t h e  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  of S a t a n ' s  
wor ld .  I n e v e r  d i d  want  t h a t ,  and  now I t h i n k  w e  have  been  s a v e d  f r o m  it-- 
f o r  good! 

W e  need  t o  r e a l i z e  t h i s  e n t i r e  wor ldwide  Work i s  u n l i k e  any o t h e r  
a c t i v i t y  on e a r t h .  I t  is t h e  Work o f  t h e  L i v i n g  GOD! I n  a lmost  e v e r y  
d e p a r t m e n t ,  men e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  d e p a r t m e n t  management have  wanted  and  worked 
w i t h  a w i l l  t o  make t h e i r  d e p a r t m e n t s  L I K E  THOSE O F  THIS WORLD. 

Years ago I p u t  a man i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  and  f i n a n c i a l  
a c t i v i t i e s .  Immedia te ly  he embarked on a campaign of  " se l f  improvement" 
by s t u d y i n g  books on t h i s  w o r l d ' s  sys t ems  o f  b u s i n e s s  management. Soon h i s  
d e p a r t m e n t  w a s  crowded w i t h  m u l t i p l e  p e r s o n n e l ,  f a r  more t h a n  needed ,  many 
w i t h  l i t t l e  t o  do. T h i s  t endency  s p r e a d  t o  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s .  

Men began coming t o  work a round  9 : 3 0  o r  1 0  i n  t h e  morning ,  g o i n g  t o  
l u n c h  b e f o r e  1 2 ,  and  n o t  b o t h e r i n g  t o  come back u n t i l  2 o r  2 : 3 0 .  I f  I 
t r i e d  t o  c a l l  an  employee on t h e  t e l e p h o n e  a round  4, he  a l r e a d y  had l e f t  
f o r  t h e  day.  

I t  became f a s h i o n a b l e  f o r  depa r tmen t  managers  t o  c o n g r e g a t e  w i t h  t h e  
E x e c u t i v e  V . P .  i n  t h e  f a c u l t y  l o c k e r  room, where r e f r i g e r a t o r s  w e r e  k e p t  
s t o r e d  w i t h  b e e r ,  wine and s n a c k s .  They would s o c i a l i z e ,  t e l l i n g  s to r i e s ,  
and too  o f t e n  d i r t y  j o k e s ,  w h i l e  t h e i r  w ives  w e r e  a l o n e  a t  home w i t h  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  u n t i l  a round  7 o r  8.  

I a m  o n l y  now d i s c o v e r i n g  many POLICIES s e t  W I T H O U T  KNOWLEDGE O R  
AUTHORITY f r o m  m e  o r  from t h e  Board of D i rec to r s ,  r e g a r d i n g  days  o f f ,  
r e t i r e m e n t ,  t e r m i n a t i o n  compensa t ion ,  and  o t h e r  p o l i c i e s .  
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NEVER d i d  I d e l e g a t e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  se t  p o l i c i e s - - o n l y  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
A D M I N I S T E R  p o l i c i e s  se t  by m e  and t h e  Board. 

But  t h i s  h a s  become a b i g ,  worldwide m u l t i p l e  m i l l i o n - d o l l a r  e n t e r -  
p r i s e .  I t  i s  an u t t e r  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  any one man C h r i s t  h a s  chosen  t o  
manage e v e r y  depa r tmen t  and  e v e r y  d e t a i l  w i t h i n  e v e r y  depa r tmen t .  I have  
had t o  d e l e g a t e  l i m i t e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

Years ago J o n  H i l l  s t a r t e d  p r e s s u r i n g  m e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  o u r  own e n l a r g e d  
p r i n t i n g  p l a n t  t o  p r i n t  The P L A I N  TRUTH and - a l l  o u r  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  The re  
w e r e  t w o  main a rguments :  1) t h e  work would be much improved ,  b e c a u s e  
Church m e m b e r s  would p u t  t h e i r  whole h e a r t s  i n t o  i t  and b e  more consc ien -  
t i o u s ,  and 2 )  i t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  s a v e  u s  1 0 %  o r  m o r e .  I d i d  b e l i e v e  t h e  
f i r s t  argument ,  b u t  I i n s i s t e d  it would cost us  1 0 %  more--not save u s  1 0 % .  
I w a s  WRONG on  t h e  1st  argument ,  and r i g h t  on t h e  2nd. 

T o  my g r e a t  sorrow I l e a r n e d  a c o s t l y  l e s s o n .  Some have  mere ly  
" j o i n e d "  t h e  Church--not b e i n g  r e a l l y  c c n v e r t e d  as I had  supposed .  Human 
n a t u r e  w a s  s t i l l  w i t h  them. They s t i l l  w e r e  on t h e  " G E T T I N G "  way of l i f e - -  
n o t  C h r i s t ' s  " G I V I N G "  way. T o  my g rea t  s o r r o w ,  I had  t o  l e a r n  t h a t ,  even  
i n  t h e  Church,  many who are G E T T I N G  t h e i r  l i v i n g  on s a l a r y  from t h e  Church,  
s t i l l  l i v e  by  t h e  " G E T T I N G "  s t a n d a r d ,  n o t  God ' s  way of  " G I V I N G . "  The more 
t h e y  GET t h e  more t h e y  want--and when t h e y  g e t  it t h e y  are  n e v e r  s a t i s f i e d ,  
b u t  want  m o r e .  

A V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  f o r  F i n a n c i a l  and  B u s i n e s s  A f f a i r s  i n s t a l l e d  a loca l  
commissary store s o  o u r  b r e t h r e n  c o u l d  save on store p u r c h a s e s .  H e  b r o u g h t  
his own s o n ,  t h e n  an  o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t e r  " i n  t h e  f i e l d "  w i t h  h i s  own c h u r c h ,  
i n  t o  run  i t .  F i r s t ,  i t  s e r v e d  o n l y  t h a t  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  o u r  membership t h a t  
l i v e d  i n  t h e  Pasadena  area. Second,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  s a v e .  T h i r d ,  
t h e y  f e l t  much m o r e  free t o  compla in ,  g r i p e  and  g rouch  t h a n  t h e y  would a t  
a w o r l d l y  commercial s tore .  I t  became a r ea l  headache .  I closed it! 

W e  employed many men i n  t h e  p r i n t i n g  p l a n t  i n  P a s a d e n a ,  b e s i d e  o t h e r s  
i n  p l a n t s  i n  England  and  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  And w a s  t h a t  a h e a d a c h e - - e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  Pasadena .  I t r i e d  one  manager a f t e r  a n o t h e r .  I had  t o  p u t  a n o t h e r  t o p  
man f u l l  t i m e  on t h e  j o b  as  ' ' t r oub le - shoo te r I1  a t  t h e  p r i n t i n g  p l a n t ,  t o  
keep  p e a c e  among men supposed  t o  be b r e t h r e n  i n  C h r i s t .  

I have  found t h a t  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  TROUBLES among o u r  membership have  
come f r o m  t h o s e  employed-- those G E T T I N G  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  from God's Church. 
W e  have  had  l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  and v e r y  few problems w i t h  l a y  b r e t h r e n  who G I V E  
o f f e r i n g s  and  PAY t i t h e s  t o  God's  Church. 

More and more, as I advance  i n  y e a r s  ( o f  e x p e r i e n c e )  I l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  
B I G  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  between t h e  TRUE p e o p l e  o f  God--the t r u l y  conver ted- -and  
t h o s e  who p r o f e s s  a c o n v e r s i o n  t h e y  do n o t  r e a l l y  l i v e ,  i s  t h e  d i v i d i n g  
l i n e  between "GIVE"  and  "GET." The "GIVE"  way of l i f e  i s  G O D ' S  WAY--that 
of God ' s  LAW of  o u t f l o w i n g  LOVE. The "GET" way i s  t h a t  of Satan--GET, b e  
l u s t f u l  and g r e e d y ,  c u l t i v a t e  v a n i t y  and  p r i d e  o f  SELF, b e  j e a l o u s  and 
e n v i o u s ,  t u r n  t o  r e s e n t m e n t  and b i t t e r n e s s ,  be COMPETITIVE, a lways  t r y i n g  
t o  GET--and i n  t h e  case of too many employees ,  GET more from God 's  Church. 

F o r  y e a r s  I m a i n t a i n e d  a p o l i c y  o f  n e v e r  c h e c k i n g  r e c o r d s  t o  see who 
t i t h e d  f a i t h f u l l y  and  who d i d n  ' t. Then t h r o u g h  o t h e r  avenues  word came t o  
m e  t h a t  even c e r t a i n  m i n i s t e r s  on payroll--GETTING from t h e  Church--were 
n o t  p a y i n g  t i t h e s  o r  G I V I N G  o f f e r i n g s .  J e s u s  C h r i s t  KNOWS who i s  c h e a t i n g  
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God, and as H i s  chosen  a p o s t l e  I f i n a l l y  d e c i d e d  I needed t o  know i n  cer- 
t a i n  cases r e p o r t e d l y  n o t  g i v i n g  o r  t i t h i n g .  S o  I o r d e r e d  a check and 
found t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o r r e c t .  Most of t h o s e  who w e r e  d i s h o n e s t  w i t h  t h e  
God who f e d  them and s u p p l i e d  a l l  t h e i r  need  a r e  no l o n g e r  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  
I would much r a t h e r  ENTRUST t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  b e i n g  h o n e s t  i n  t i t h i n g  
and g i v i n g  t o  t h e  m i n i s t e r ,  and I hope t h e r e  w i l l  b e  no o c c a s i o n  t o  check 
up a g a i n .  

Y e s ,  p a i n f u l l y ,  t h e  y e a r  1 9 7 9  h a s  been a y e a r  of " h o u s e c l e a n i n g . "  
A s m a l l  minimum of  l a y  m e m b e r s  have  gone o u t  i n  h o s t i l i t y ,  r e s e n t m e n t  and 
b i t t e r n e s s  o v e r  imag ina ry  wrongs ,  a t t r a c t e d  by one  d i s f e l l o w s h i p p e d  from 
h i g h  o f f i c e .  B u t  t h e i r  p a s t o r s  have t o l d  m e ,  i n  e v e r y  case,  t h a t  t h e s e  
w e r e  l o c a l  t r o u b l e m a k e r s ,  a n d ,  l i k e  r o t t e n  a p p l e s  i n  a c r a t e ,  would o n l y  
have r o t t e d  o t h e r s  n e x t  t o  them, and t h e  "qood a p p l e s "  r ema in ing  f e e l  a 
s e n s e  o f  r e l i e f  and t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  now have PEACE,  and  a r e  t a k i n g  on NEW 
L I F E  and INTEREST! 

Everywhere I r e c e i v e  r e p o r t s  o f  NEW L I F E  i n  t h e  l o c a l  c h u r c h e s !  N o w  
t h e r e  i s  a f e e l i n g  and s p i r i t  of PUPPOSE and D E D I C A T I O N .  

Not  o n l y  i n  t h e  U . S .  and Canada, b u t  around! t h e  w o r l d  come h e a r t e n i n g  
r e p o r t s  o f  renewed d e d i c a t i o n ,  j o y f u l  INTEREST, i n c r e a s e d  a t t e n d a n c e .  
N e w  members are  b e i n g  b a p t i z e d .  Everywhere t h e  Work is S U R G I N G  AHEAD! 

DO YOU KNOW WHY? C h r i s t  h a s  been p u t t i n g  H i s  C5urch and C o l l e g e  3 A C K  
ON THE TRACK! We are P R A Y I N G  YORE, and w i t h  m o r e  f e r v e n c y  and  d e d i c a t i o n .  
W e  a r e  drawing  CLOSER TO CHRIST, AND HE I S  B L E S S I N G  THE Ct'03K .ACCORDINGLY! 

C H I N E S E  DELEGATION EXPRESSES APF!?ECIFTION AT A . I . C . F .  3INNER 

Fol lowing  i s  a Worldwide Church of God news release d a t e d  December 2 1 .  
Yr. Kevin Dean, P4r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  P e r s o n a l  A s s i s t a n t  and I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e r ,  
r e l e a s e d  i t  t o  t h e  media f o l l o w i n g  l a s t  w e e k ' s  v i s i t  of t h e  Ch inese  d e l e -  
g a t i o n  t o  Ambassador C o l l e g e  and S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .  

Ambassador I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C u l t u r a l  F o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e  h u m a n i t a r i a n  a r n  
of Ambassador C o l l e g e ,  h o s t e d  a d i p l o m a t i c  c o r p s  of 1 6  Ch inese  
d e l e g a t e s  t h i s  p a s t  w e e k  i n  Pasadena .  The d e l e g a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  
u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t s ,  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s  and  members of  t h e  M i n i s t r y  
o f  E d u c a t i o n .  

T h e i r  fou r -day  s t a y  i n  t h e  S o u t h l a n d  c u l m i n a t e d  a four-week t o u r  of 
c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

While  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  a r e a  t h e  d i p l o m a t s  w e r e  
c o r d i a l l y  welcomed a t  USC, UCLA, O c c i d e n t a l  C o l l e g e ,  C a l  Tech ,  
and  Ambassador C o l l e g e .  
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D r .  Kuang, cha i rman of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n ,  a t  a d i n n e r  h o s t e d  by A I C F ' s  
E x e c u t i v e  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  S t a n l e y  R.  Rade r ,  e x p r e s s e d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  s c h o o l s  and d e l i n e a t e d  t h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  
R e p u b l i c  o f  China .  " W e  are v e r y  i m p r e s s e d  by what  w e  have  s e e n , "  h e  
s t a t e d ,  " t h e  accompl ishments  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  
a t  Los A n g e l e s ,  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  I n s t i t u t e  of Techno logy ' s  h i g h e r  
l e v e l  of ach ievemen t s  i n  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s ,  and  t h e  b e a u t y  and  
l e a r n i n g  a tmosphere  of Ambassador. It D r .  Kuang a l s o  p r a i s e d  M r .  
Armstrong,  M r .  Rader  and t h e  Founda t ion  f o r  i t s  e f f o r t s  toward  w o r l d  
p e a c e  and f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of b e t t e r  r e l a t i o n s  between n a t i o n s .  
"The g o a l s  for C h i n a , "  D r .  Kuang c o n t i n u e d ,  "are t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  
a f f l u e n c e  and i n d u s t r i a l  development  i n  20  y e a r s  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  h a s  a c h i e v e d  i n  2 0 3  y e a r s . "  

The d e l e g a t i o n  w i l l  a r r i v e  i n  Tokyo, J a p a n  S a t u r d a y  and  w i l l  b e  
h o s t e d  by A I C F .  The g roup  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  are e x c i t e d  a b o u t  v i s i t -  
i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  J a p a n  and w e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  
s e e i n g  M r .  Rader t h i s  J a n u a r y  when h e  r e t u r n s  t o  f u l f i l l  h i s  t h i r d  
i n v i t a t i o n  t o  s p e a k  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Peking .  

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

N e w s  From F i j i  

3 , 5 7 0  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  from a month-long newspaper  a d v e r t i s i n g  
program i n  F i j i .  Thi.s p romot ion  h a s  a lmost  t r e b l e d  t h e  s i z e  of  o u r  m a i l i n 5  
l i s t  there.  Our c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e  World T o m o r r o w  b r o a d c a s t  i n  F i j i  ex- 
p i r e d  a t  t h e  end  of O c t o b e r ,  and t h e  l o c a l  C o u n c i l  o f  Churches h a s  been 
a g i t a t i n g  t o  have  it pe rmanen t ly  d i s c o n t i n u e d .  Dur ing  November w e  h e a r d  
t h a t  t h e  F i j i  B r o a d c a s t i n g  Commission a g r e e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  program f o r  
t h e  rest  of t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e  making a f u r t h e r  d e c i s i o n .  The re  a r e  good 
i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e y ' l l  renew t h e  c o n t r a c t  f o r  a n o t h e r  y e a r  a f t e r  t h a t .  

P h i l i p p i n e s  

Reg iona l  D i rec to r ,  M r .  C o l i n  A d a i r ,  conduc ted  a PLAIN TRUTH L e c t u r e  i n  
Quezon C i t y  on November 10 i n  t h e  even ing .  S i x t y - s i x  new p e o p l e  w e r e  p r e -  
s e n t  o u t  of t h e  t o t a l  a t t e n d a n c e  of  1 7 9 .  A t  l e a s t  f o u r  of t h e  new p e o p l e  
w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t t e n d i n g  services.  M r .  A d a i r  conduc ted  a n o t h e r  PLAIN 
TRUTH L e c t u r e  i n  Davao C i t y  on Novenber 1 7  and s e v e n t y - s e v e n  new p e o p l e  
w e r e  p r e s e n t  o u t  of t h e  t o t a l  a t t e n d a n c e  of 1 3 3 .  A B i b l e  Seminar  (PT  Lec -  
t u r e  fo l low-up)  w a s  conduc ted  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day and  e l e v e n  new p e o p l e  came; 
t o t a l  a t t e n d a n c e  w a s  f i f t y - s e v e n .  

The P h i l i p p i n e s  area o f  the  Work i s  s t i l l  e n j o y i n g  a f i n e  y e a r - t o - d a t e  
i n c r e a s e  of 2 6 %  d e s p i t e  a s l i g h t  d i p  from l a s t  m o n t h ' s  l eve l  of 2 8 % .  

Germany 

The m a i l  c o u n t  for November p roved  t o  b e  v e r y  good. More r e g u l a r  m a i l  cam1 
i n  t h i s  month t h a n  i n  any o t h e r  month i n  1 9 7 9  and n e a r l y  t w i c e  as  much a s  
i n  November 1 9 7 8 .  T h i s  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  volume o f  c a r d s  and 
le t ters  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a f u l l - p a g e  b o o k l e t  a d  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l  November i s s u  
of t h e  P L A I N  TRUTH. P r e s e n t  y e a r - t o - d a t e  m a i l  income shows a s t a b l e  9 . 6 %  
i n c r e a s e  o v e r  l a s t  y e a r .  

--Joe Tkac-t 
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FUTURE FESTIVAL SITES 

W e  are c u r r e n t l y  working  on f e s t i v a l  s i t e  s e l e c t i o n  f o r  1 9 8 0 .  Mr. 
H e r b e r t  Armstrong h a s  approved  t h e  c o n c e p t  of s e l e c t i n g  a s u f f i c i e n t  
number of s i tes  t o  r e d u c e  e x c e s s i v e  d r i v i n g .  W e  w i l l  b e  working  toward  
l i m i t i n g  t h e  d r i v i n g  d i s t a n c e  t o  f e s t i v a l  s i t e s  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  300 
m i l e s .  T h e r e  may b e  s o m e  e x c e p t i o n s  b u t  w e  are s t r i v i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  
due t o  problems w i t h  f u e l  a v a i l a b i l i t y  and s p i r a l i n g  cos ts .  

Our e x p a n s i o n  of s i tes  f o r  1 9 8 0  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  r a t h e r  l i m i t e d .  However, 
i f  you have any recommendat ions f o r  f e s t i v a l  s i t es  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  p l e a s e  
s u b m i t  any l i t e r a t u r e  on c o n v e n t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  y o u r  area.  

- - E l l i s  LaRavia 

Please read t o  y o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s :  

YEAR END RECEIPTS 

Year-end r e c e i p t s  for 1 9 7 9  w i l l  b e  m a i l e d  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of J a n u a r y .  W e  w i l l  be m a i l i n g  a s e p a r a t e  r e c e i p t  
f o r  Herbert  W. Armstrong d o n a t i o n s ,  a s e p a r a t e  r e c e i p t  
f o r  Worldwide Church of God d o n a t i o n s ,  and a s e p a r a t e  
r e c e i p t  f o r  Ambassador C o l l e g e  d o n a t i o n s .  These  re- 
c e i p t s  s h o u l d  a r r i v e  i n  y o u r  ma i lbox  w i t h i n  a p p r o x i -  
m a t e l y  t w o  weeks o f  e a c h  o t h e r .  The t o t a l  of t h e s e  
s e p a r a t e  r e c e i p t s  added t o g e t h e r  w i l l  show t h e  amount 
you gave  t h e  Work of God f o r  1 9 7 9 .  

Any d o n a t i o n s  s e n t  t o  Tucson and  made p a y a b l e  t o  t h e  
Worldwide Church of  God w i l l  a p p e a r  on t h e  Worldwide 
Church o f  God r e c e i p t .  

Should  you have  any q u e s t i o n s  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  y e a r -  
end  r e c e i p t s ,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  u s  t o l l  f r e e  a t  ( 8 0 0 ) -  
4 2 3 - 4 4 4 4 .  Those l i v i n g  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  A l a s k a ,  o r  
H a w a i i  s h o u l d  c a l l  ( 2 1 3 )  577-5225. 

- -Richard  R i c e ,  M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

WHY R .  R .  DONNELLEY WAS SELECTED TO PRINT THE PLAIN TRUTH AND QUEST 

Many p e o p l e  have  a s k e d ,  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  3 oi- 4 y e a r s ,  why w e  p l a c e d  t h e  
p r i n t i n g  of  t h e  P l a i n  T r u t h  and  Q u e s t  w i t h  R .  R .  Donnel ley  a n d  Sons .  W e  
t h i n k  i t  would b e  good t o  p u t  on r e c o r d  s o m e  of  t h e  r e a s o n s  why t h i s  w a s  
done. 

1. R.  R.  D o n n e l l e y ' s  p r i c e  f o r  p r i n t i n g  and m a i l i n g  t h e  P l a i n  T r u t h  i s  
t h e  best  p r i c e  o u t  of t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  p r i n t e r s  who w e r e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  
and  a s k e d  t o  b i d  on  t h e  j o b .  T h i s  i s  l a r g e l y  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
R .  R.  Donnel ley  h a s  an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  paper-making i n d u s t r y  which 
e n a b l e s  them t o  keep  p r i c e s  lower. 
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2. 

3.  

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9 .  

10. 

W e  

R. R .  Donnelley has  a very  f i n e  management phi losophy.  They d e t e r -  
mined many y e a r s  ago n o t  t o  p r i n t  anyth ing  t h a t  cou ld  b e  c l a s s e d  a s  
mora l ly  degrading ,  i . e .  no pornography. W e  d i d  n o t  want t o  see o u r  
p u b l i c a t i o n  be ing  produced a longs ide  such f i l t h  o r  even t o  s u p p o r t  
f i r m s  t h a t  p r i n t e d  it. 

R. R.  Donnelley is  a f i n e  o l d  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i n t i n g  company, producing 
work  of c o n s i s t e n t  h igh  q u a l i t y :  t hey  a r e  a l s o  t h e  l a r g e s t  p r i n t i n g  
company i n  t h e  world which g i v e s  us  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  v a s t  r e sources  i n  
bo th  c a p a c i t y  and know-how, p l u s  tremendous f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  p roduc t ion  
methods . 
R. R .  Donnel ley ' s  management i d e n t i f i e s  very s t r o n g l y  w i t h  t h e  concept  
of t h e  Church and t h e  Foundation. They want o u r  t y p e  of b u s i n e s s  and 
c o n s i d e r  u s  a very  d e s i r o u s  customer. This  i s  impor t an t  because i f  a 
p r i n t i n g  company's management b e l i e v e s  i n  us as a customer,  they  are 
m o r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  make a success  of o u r  p r i n t i n g .  

R. R. Donnelley h a s  t h e  machine c a p a c i t y  t o  g i v e  t h e  P l a i n  Tru th  an 
e x c e l l e n t  p r i n t i n g  and ma i l ing  schedule  which they  have h e l d  cons i s -  
t e n t l y .  T h e i r  s chedu le  w a s  t h e  s h o r t e s t  of  t h e  many p r i n t e r s  w e  t a l k e d  
to .  

R.  R. Donnelley i s  t o t a l l y  non-union. They do n o t  have s t r i k e s .  They 
do n o t  have union r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  any of t h e i r  p l a n t s  a c r o s s  t h e  
United States .  They have no l a b o r  t r o u b l e s  because t h e y  l i s t e n  t o  
t h e i r  men, t hey  pay w e l l  and t h e  working c o n d i t i o n s  are good. 

R.  R.  Donnelley i s  one of t h e  f i n e s t  companies i n  America a t  handl ing  
newsstand d i s t r i b u t i o n  of magazines. This  i s  very  impor t an t  t o  us  
because  of o u r  massive newsstand d i s t r i b u t i o n  program. 

The geographic  l o c a t i o n  of R.  R. Donnelley i n  Glasgow, Kentucky, makes 
them i d e a l l y  s u i t e d  f o r  t h e  p r i n t i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of o u r  pub l i ca -  
t i o n s .  Th i s  i s  impor t an t  bo th  f o r  newsstand and through t h e  p o s t  
o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  m a i l i n g  of o u r  magazines. T h e i r  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  i n  
t h e  United S ta tes  s a v e s  us  3-4  days i n  t h e  ma i l  p l u s  many days and 
d o l l a r s  i n  newsstand d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

R.  R.  Donnelley has  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  expand t o  s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n s  of 
c o p i e s  very  e a s i l y  because they  a r e  one of t h e  few companies i n  t h e  
Uni ted  S ta tes  w i t h  good expe r i ence  i n  very  long-run Rotogravure 
p r i n t i n g .  A t  t h e  moment w e  are p r i n t i n g  w i t h  Web O f f s e t  which h a s  
t h e  c a p a c i t y  for on ly  2 m i l l i o n  b e f o r e  Rotogravure becomes more cost- 
e f f e c t i v e .  

Because of t h e  fo rego ing ,  w e  b e l i e v e  w e  have g r e a t e r  p r i c e  s e c u r i t y ,  
job c o n s i s t e n c y  and s e r v i c e  p o t e n t i a l  at R. R.  Donnelley than  any 
o t h e r  companies t h a t  w e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and who w e r e  e v e n t u a l l y  asked t o  
b id .  

are c o n s t a n t l y  reviewing o u r  p o s i t i o n  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  ve ry  b e s t  f o r  t h e  
Wark a t  a l l  t i m e s .  

- -Publ i sh ing  S e r v i c e s  
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MAIL COMMENTS 

C o r r e s p o n d e n t s  Address  a V a r i e t y  of T o p i c s  

T h i s  w e e k ' s  comments are  made up of m i s c e l l a n e o u s  l e t te rs  t h a t  c o v e r  a 
v a r i e t y  o f  subjects. W e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  are w o r t h w h i l e  b e c a u s e  of  t h e i r  
t hough t -p rovok ing  c o n t e n t .  

--Flail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

R e t u r n i n a  t o  Church 

I wanted  t o  s h a r e  s o m e  of my h a p p i n e s s  w i t h  you. I n  March of 1 9 7 5 ,  
my husband and I w e r e  b a p t i z e d  by one  of God ' s  m i n i s t e r s .  For  some 
t i m e ,  w e  grew i n  t h e  s p i r i t .  A f t e r  a f e w  y e a r s  went  by t h o u g h ,  w e  
s e p a r a t e d  o u r s e l v e s  f r o m  t h e  Church. W e  q u i t  g i v i n g  o u r  t i t h e s  and  
soon w e  e v e n  q u i t  a t t e n d i n g  S a b b a t h  services. N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  w e  
c u t  o u r s e l v e s  o f f  f r o m  God ' s  b l e s s i n g s  and  l e f t  o u r s e l v e s  open for 
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  S a t a n  cou ld  s l i n g  a t  u s .  J u s t  as  you h a v e  been say -  
i n g  f o r  y e a r s ,  S a t a n  would l i k e  n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  t h a n  t o  see t h e  
" f a m i l y "  s h o t  t o  p i e c e s .  

J u s t  as I came t o  r e a l i z e  how wrong I had  been  t o  s e p a r a t e  myse l f  
f r o m  God, my husband d e c i d e d  t h a t  h e  wanted  a d i v o r c e .  I went  
b e f o r e  God, r e p e n t e d  of h a v i n g  gone a p a t h  t h a t  I knew f o r  a f a c t  
w a s  wrong. I ' m  s o r r y  t o  s a y  my husband went  t h r o u g h  w i t h  t h e  d i v o r c e .  

I t  h a s n ' t  been  e a s y  d i s c i p l i n i n g  myself  when i t  comes t o  B i b l e  s t u d y ,  
p r a y e r  and  f a s t i n g ,  s o m e t i m e s  a c t u a l l y  h a v i n g  t o  f o r c e  myse l f  t o  
k n e e l  and p r a y .  I ' m  now on my way back  t o  r e c o v e r y  from a l o n g  
s p i r i t u a l  i l l n e s s .  I a.sk f o r  y o u r  p r a y e r s  f o r  my c h i l d r e n  and m y s e l f .  
I t ' s  r e a l l y  h a r d  b e i n g  a s i n g l e  p a r e n t .  

--F. G .  (Texas )  

C h e e r f u l  G iv ing  

T h i s  i s  s u c h  a p r i v i l e g e  f o r  m e  t o  be able t o  c o n t r i b u t e  my s m a l l  
amount t o  God 's  Work. When a p e r s o n  o n l y  h a s  money e v e r y  now and 
t h e n ,  and  c a n ' t  b e  a r e g u l a r  t i t h e r ,  i t  makes one  a p p r e c i a t e  m o r e  
t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  b e i n g  able t o  g i v e  a t  a l l .  

- - M r s .  B.  Randolph ( B a k e r s f i e l d ,  CA) 

Teenager  Concerned About S a t a n ' s  I n f l u e n c e  

Be ing  1 8  I t h i n k  I can  o f f e r  a s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  may h e l p  o t h e r s  my 
age .  S a t a n  i s  r e a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  Church of G o d  and  i t s  human l e a d e r  
and  a p o s t l e ,  M r .  Armst rong ,  b u t  I h a d  no  i d e a  t h a t  S a t a n ,  archenemy 
of t h e  Almighty God and  R u l e r  of t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  w a s  a l so  a f t e r  m e !  

I t h i n k  as t e e n s  w e  f e e l  t h a t  o u r  p a r e n t s  are i n  t h e  church  and  I 
a m  and  boy I ' m  d o i n g  o . k . ,  n o t  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  o u r  i n v i s i b l e  enemy 
i s  working  ways t o  g e t  you o u t  of  t h e  c h u r c h ,  thus-away f r o m  t h e  
d e f e n s e s  o f f e r e d  by God and  g i v e n  over t o  a " s t r o n g  d e l u s i o n , "  

Y e s ,  I knew t h a t  I would have  t r ia l s  and  p rob lems ,  and  t h a t  S a t a n ' s  
b r o a d c a s t i n g  does  a f f e c t  u s .  However, t o  my t h i n k i n g ,  I w a s n ' t  
i m p o r t a n t  enough t o  b e  of conce rn  t o  S a t a n .  But  s i n c e  growing up ,  
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I ' v e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  y e s ,  S a t a n  i s  a f t e r  each  of u s ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  a s  
w e l l  as c o l l e c t i v e l y !  
t e e n - a y e r s '  minds.  

I r e a l l y  f e e l  t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  i n g r a i n e d  i n  t h e  

--Timothy R .  Murphy ( P l a t t s m o u t h ,  NE)  

Thankfu l  f o r  B l e s s i n g  of C h i l d r e n  

S i t t i n g  i n  church  l a s t  Sabba th  d u r i n g  t h e  b l e s s i n g  of t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  
I g o t  t o  t h i n k i n g  and remembering when o u r  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  b l e s s e d  i n  
Big Sandy y e a r s  ago and t h a n k f u l  fo r  t h i s  s e r v i c e .  Although o u r  
c h i l d r e n  are grown now, I know God h a s  been  l o o k i n g  o v e r  them a l l  
t h e s e  y e a r s .  

A l m o s t  a y e a r  ago (Nov. 2 4 t h ,  7 8 )  o u r  y o u n g e s t  d a u g h t e r ,  Rebekah, who 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  20  y e a r s  o l d ,  w a s  k idnapped  by an e s c a p e d  c o n v i c t .  
A s  it t u r n e d  o u t ,  a l l  h e  wanted w a s  a r ide  t o  t h e  home of h i s  f a m i l y .  
W e  know t h a t  G o d  w a s  w i t h  h e r  a t  t h e  t i m e .  And I b e l i e v e  t h i s  bless- 
i n g  of t h e  c h i l d r e n  i s  a v i t a l  s e r v i c e  of t h e  church .  I t  i s  r e a l l y  
needed t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  from so  much i n  t h i s  wor ld .  

- - M r s .  Delores Abrell ( . I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  I N )  

End T i m e  Prophecy Unfo ld ing  

I t  i s  obv ious  now t o  anyone t h a t  u n d e r s t a n d s  p rophecy ,  t h a t  God is 
no l o n g e r  h o l d i n g  back  e v e n t s  p r o p h e s i e d  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  n e a r  
f u t u r e .  L i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  news i s  l i k e  r e a d i n g  D a n i e l  8. I j u s t  hope 
it i s  o v e r  f a s t  so t h a t  God's  Kingdom can  be s e t  up and  w e  c a n  a l l  
l i v e  i n  peace .  

--Diane H e l l e r  ( J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  FL) 

There  have  been  so many s i g n i f i c a n t  deve lopments  i n  t h e  w o r l d  
r e c e n t l y - - t h e  P o p e ' s  v i s i t  and h i s  o t h e r  t r a v e l s ,  and now e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  t h e  Middle  E a s t  and  Israel .  I t  i s  r e a l l y  s h o c k i n g  b u t  w e  c a n n o t  
h e l p  b u t  r e a l i z e  w e  are  n e a r i n g  t h e  end  of t h i s  sys t em and  t h e r e  
seems t o  be d e t e r i o r a t i o n  on e v e r y  s i d e .  

- - M i s s  Morva Atthowe ( B e r k e l e y ,  CAI 


