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MR. ARMSTRONG'S COMMENTS I N  C H I N A  TO BE HEARD I N  CHURCH SERVICES 

Sunday evening ,  December 2 ,  M r .  Armstrong addres sed  a group of  t o p  educa- 
t o r s ,  u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t s  and t h e  Min i s t ry  of Educat ion i n  China. The 
t a l k  w a s  recorded  and cassette t a p e s  are a l r e a d y  be ing  p repa red  f o r  d i s -  
t r i b u t i o n  t o  a l l  churches.  The Tape i s  t o  be  p l ayed  t h i s  Sabbath ,  D e c e m -  
b e r  8 ,  o r  a t  t h e  n e x t  B i b l e  Study o r  Sabbath S e r v i c e  if t h e  t a p e  a r r i v e s  
l a te .  

I t  is  in t ended  t h a t  t h e  b r e t h r e n  have t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p e r s o n a l l y  h e a r ,  
as i f  t hey  w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  what w a s  a c t u a l l y  s a i d  on one occas ion  of a ve ry  
e v e n t f u l  s chedu le  i n  China. More d e t a i l s  of t h e  t r i p  and of  M r .  A m -  
s t r o n g ' s  o t h e r  t a l k s  w i l l  be  forthcoming. 

MR. RADER ADDRESSES P E K I N G  UNIVERSITY LAW DEPARTMENT 

M r .  S t a n l e y  Rader,  wh i l e  accompanying M r .  Armstrong on an o f f i c i a l  s t a t e  
v i s i t  t o  t h e  Chinese mainland, w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  address t h e  Peking ( B e i j i n g )  
U n i v e r s i t y  Law Department. The o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  speak came by i n v i t a t i o n  
of  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  o f  China. 

Respected n o t  on ly  f o r  h i s  c u r r e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as Genera l  Counsel 
and T r e a s u r e r  of  t h e  Worldwide Church of God, b u t  a lso f o r  having  been 
a law p r o f e s s o r ,  M r .  Rader w a s  asked t o  speak on t h e  t o p i c  of  "Cons t i t u -  
t i o n a l  Law i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  of America." 

A t  t h e  end of  h i s  t a l k  which inc luded  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and 
r e l i g i o u s  freedoms gua ran teed  by t h e  F i r s t  Amendment of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
M r .  Rader observed tha t  "we  s e e m  t o  be  e n t e r i n g  a p e r i o d  i n  o u r  h i s t o r y  
where, whether  through a fear  of t h e  w o r l d ' s  i n s t a b i l i t y ,  o r  a m i s t r u s t  
of  o u r  own h e r i t a g e ,  Americans are q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  b r e a d t h  of  t h i s  
gua ran tee  of p o l i t i c a l  freedom. The p l u r a l i s m  of  o u r  s o c i e t y  cannot  
s u r v i v e  w i t h o u t  i t ,  y e t ,  w i t h o u t  a c o n s t a n t  s t r u g g l e  t o  keep government 
i n  check, Americans are i n  danger  of a l lowing  t h i s  l i b e r t y  t o  be  e roded  
by d e f a u l t .  I' 

FEDERAL COURT HEARING POSTPONED ONCE AGAIN 

The f e d e r a l  c o u r t  h e a r i n g  which w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  scheduled  f o r  November 
19 th  ( t h e n  November 26 and l a t e r  December 3rd)  h a s  once aga in  been re- 
scheduled ,  t h i s  t i m e  on F r iday  t h e  7 th  of December a t  1:30 p.m. A s  
scheduled ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  b e f o r e  Judge Laughl in  Waters a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  
c o u r t  house i n  L o s  Angeles. 

T h i s  i s  a very  impor tan t  h e a r i n g  where t h e  Church i s  going  t o  a sk  t h e  
federal c o u r t  (which has  a u t h o r i t y  ove r  t h e  s t a t e  c o u r t s )  t o  ban any 
f u r t h e r  p r e t r i a l  d i scovery  proceedings  pending an appea l  of an ear l ie r  
f e d e r a l  c o u r t  r u l i n g .  T h i s  appea l  concerns t h e  Church 's  c o u n t e r s u i t  
a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  i t s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a t t a c k  on God's Church. 
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PASTOR GENERAL'S HOT L I N E  TAPES 

Because o f  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  g e t  " u p - t o - t h e - l a s t - m i n u t e "  i n f o r m a t i o n  f rom 
Pasadena ,  an i n c r e a s i n g  number of m i n i s t e r s  a re  c a l l i n g  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  
P a s t o r  G e n e r a l ' s  H o t  L i n e  t a p e s  l a t e  F r i d a y  af ternoon--many a f t e r  4:OO PM. 

W e  are v e r y  happy t o  see t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  s e r v i c e .  How- 
e v e r ,  employees must l e a v e  t h e  WATS l i n e s  a b o u t  4 : O O  PM on F r i d a y s  s i n c e  
s u n s e t  i n  Pasadena  i s  now a b o u t  4:30 PM. 

May w e  p l e a s e  a s k  t h a t  you a v o i d  c a l l i n g  l a t e  F r i d a y  u n l e s s  a b s o l u t e l y  
n e c e s s a r y .  W e  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  p l a y  t a p e s  u n t i l  4 : O O  PM, b u t  w e  are  j u s t  
t r y i n g  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  growing number o f  c a l l s  coming i n  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n .  
Thanks f o r  y o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  

- -Richard  R i c e ,  M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

TV TAPES & AUDIOVISUAL AIDS TO BE MADE AVAILABLE 

A l l  o f  M r .  H e r b e r t  A r m s t r o n g ' s  t e l e v i s i o n  programs are p r e s e n t l y  b e i n g  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  3/4", Betamax, and VHS c o p i e s  for d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  c h u r c h  
areas where t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  program c a n n o t  b e  s e e n  by t h e  l o c a l  membership.  
W e  are also t r a n s f e r r i n g  a number of s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  and  o t h e r  a u d i o -  
v i s u a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t h a t  would b e  u s e f u l  f o r  B i b l e  s t u d i e s .  A complete 
l i s t  o f  a l l  programs and o t h e r  t a p e s  t h a t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  w i l l  b e  s e n t  t o  
you i n  a s e p a r a t e  l e t t e r  f r o m  Media S e r v i c e s ,  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on how t o  
r e q u e s t  y o u r  copies.  

Please -- do n o t  a s s u m e  t h a t  w e  are e n d o r s i n g  any p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m a t  as  a 
permanent  means o f  d i s i r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  and  membership.  
S t u d i o  i s  n o t  e q u i p p e d  t o  d u p l i c a t e  h e l i c a l  s c a n  (Betamax, VHS o r  3 / 4 "  
cassette) tapes i n  t h e  q u a n t i t y  needed  fo r  c h u r c h  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  n o r  would 
i t  b e  w i s e  t o  i n v e s t  i n  t h e  equipment  needed  t o  do so  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  The 
i n d u s t r y  i s  chang ing  s o  f a s t  w e  s h o u l d  w a i t  on t h e  deve lopment  o f  a f o r m a t  
t h a t  w i l l  answer  t h e  g r e a t e s t  need  of  t h e  c h u r c h - - t h a t  o f  low-cost d u p l i -  
c a t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

The TV 

Some of you may be aware t h a t  n e x t  y e a r  a new s t a n d a r d  o f  r e c o r d e r ,  t h e  
LVR, w i l l  b e  i n t r o d u c e d .  T h i s  new s t a n d a r d  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  s o l d  a t  
3 0 %  less t h a n  t h e  p o p u l a r  Betamax and  VHS format. H o w e v e r ,  even  more 
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i l l  b e  f a s t e r  and  f a r  less c o s t l y ,  due  t o  
t h e  un ique  r e c o r d i n g  method. I t  i s  my judgment a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  w e  w i l l  
u se  t h i s  newer f o r m a t  f o r  o u r  f u t u r e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  n e e d s .  

--John Lundberg 

PUBLISHING S E R V I C E S  UPDATE 

W e  have  some p r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s  f r o m  The PLAIN TRUTH readers s u r v e y .  W e  
ment ioned  b e f o r e  t h a t  t h i s  s i m p l e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  s e n t  t o  1 9 , 0 0 0  b r a n d  
new s u b s c r i b e r s .  T h e r e s u l t s  a r e  s t i l l  b e i n g  t a b u l a t e d ,  b u t  one  i n t e r e s t -  
i n g  f a c t  t h a t  h a s  come o u t  is t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  age  o f  o u r  new r e a d e r s  h a s  
dropped .  W e  f e e l  t h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  impac t  o f  o u r  newss tand  program 
which i s  a t t r a c t i n g  a much younger  r e a d e r s h i p  t h a n  w e ' v e  had  i n  t h e  p a s t  
f rom o t h e r  s o u r c e s .  The new s u b s c r i b e r  r e a d e r s h i p  a g e  i s  s p r e a d  across 
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  a good,  b a l a n c e d  way. 

--Roger L i p p r o s s  
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EXCITEMENT--THE KEYNOTE OF THE FEAST 

Based on t h e  m a i l  r esponse  of t h e  p a s t  weeks, t h e  1 9 7 9  F e a s t  of Taber- 
n a c l e s  h a s  proven t o  be one of t h e  most i n s p i r i n g  and e x c i t i n g  F e s t i v a l  
seasons  e v e r  observed by t h e  Church of God! 

There w a s  an o v e r a l l  contag ious  s p i r i t  of exc i tement  l ead ing  up t o  and 
con t inu ing  through t o  t h e  end of t h e  F e a s t .  P r io r  t o  t h e  Feast ,  M r .  
Armstrong set a tone  of a n t i c i p a t i o n  wi th  t h e  series of "Back on Track" 
ar t ic les .  For t h e  youth ,  t h e  advent  of t h e  YOU/YES program encouraged 
them and gave them a d d i t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  F e a s t  
a c t i v i t i e s .  

By g e n e r a l  consensus,  t h e  h igh  p o i n t s  of the F e a s t  w e r e  t h e  messages by 
M r .  Armstrong. The f i r s t  day M r .  Armstrong 's  f i lmed  sermon s e t  a sobe r ing  
b u t  e x p e c t a n t  t one  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  F e a s t .  On t h e  L a s t  G r e a t  Day t h e  l i v e  
microwave b roadcas t  capped o f f  t h e  Feast  by r e a s s u r i n g  God's people  o f  
M r .  Armstrong's v i t a l i t y  and by r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  theme of t he  importance 
and purpose of  God's Work. Many letters mentioned how t h e  miracle of t h e  
microwave hookups w a s  ve ry  exc i t i ng - -a s  6 5 , 0 0 0  members w e r e  a b l e  t o  j o i n  
one ano the r  i n  s e e i n g  and/or hea r ing  M r .  Armstrong, a s  w e l l  as i n  p r a y e r  
and t h e  s i n g i n g  of hymns. 

M r .  Rade r ' s  f i lmed  comments were a l s o  much a p p r e c i a t e d .  Many members 
expressed  t h e i r  g r a t i t u d e  t o  him f o r  h i s  r o l e  of s e r v i c e  and s u p p o r t  t o  
M r  . A r m s  t r o n g  . 
The m i n i s t e r s '  sermons a t  each s i t e  a l s o  had a profound impact. S t rong  
meaty messages drew many p o s i t i v e  comments. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  t o n e  
w a s  one of g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  f o r  fo l lowing  through w i t h  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  set by M r .  Armstrong i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  c l e a n  up t h e  Church. 

I n  conc lus ion ,  t h e  l e t te r  response  r e c e i v e d  from t h e  Feast  s u p p o r t s  t h e  
b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  1 9 7 9  Feast  of Taberancles  was one of  t h e  m o s t  e x c i t i n g  
ever he ld .  Out of  t h e  hundreds of let ters rece ived ,  n o t  one w a s  c r i t i c a l  
of o v e r a l l  F e s t i v a l  events!  

--Richard R i c e ,  M a i l  P rocess ing  Cen te r  

-- 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

German Work 

"For m e  p e r s o n a l l y ,  t h e  1 9 7 9  ' L a u b h u t t e n f e s t '  w a s  t h e  b e s t  Feast of 
Tabernac les  ever!" Th i s  comment w a s  t y p i c a l  of t h e  b r e t h r e n ' s  a t t i t u d e  
a t  bo th  German-language Feast s i t e s  t h i s  yea r .  Another r e f l e c t i o n  of 
u p l i f t e d  s p i r i t s  w a s  t h e  i n c r e a s e  of 1 4 . 7 %  ove r  l a s t  y e a r ' s  o f f e r i n g s  on 
t h e  t w o  Holy Days. 

A t  t h e  main Feast  s i te  in Bonndorf, i n  West Germany's " B l a c k  F o r e s t , "  550 
a t t ended .  

A t  Kar l sbad ,  Czechoslovakia ,  1 6 5  a t t e n d e d  the F e a s t .  Many North American 
v i s i t o r s  commented e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  on t h e  l u x u r i o u s  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  and 
majestic meeting h a l l  a t  Karlsbad.  However, m o s t  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  w e r e  t h e  
i n t e n s e  sermons i n s p i r e d ,  accord ing  t o  one v i s i t o r ' s  op in ion ,  a t  least  
p a r t i a l l y  by t h e  unique s i t u a t i o n  of keeping the  F e a s t  i n  a Warsaw-Pact 
n a t i o n .  
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God i s  a p p a r e n t l y  making t h e  K a r l s b a d  Feast s i t e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  i n  19801 
I n  November F r a u  Medkova and D r .  Macourek, t w o  t o p  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  Czech 
Government t o u r i s t  b u r e a u  "CEDOK, v i s i t e d  t h e  Pasadena  campus on 
i n v i t a t i o n  of M r .  F rank  Schnee ,  Reg iona l  Director f o r  t h e  German-language 
Work. Fo l lowing  a campus t o u r  and a lunch  w i t h  t h e  Pasadena  f a c u l t y ,  t h e  
t w o  Czech o f f i c i a l s  f l e w  t o  Tucson f o r  a v i s i t  w i t h  M r .  Armstrong. A t  
t h e  close of t h e i r  s t a y  ( t h e  p a i r  r e t u r n e d  t o  Europe S a t u r d a y ,  November 
1 7 t h ) ,  D r .  Macourek made t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r emarkab le  s t a t e m e n t :  "Now I 
know G o d  MUST e x i s t ,  b e c a u s e  o t h e r w i s e  many t h i n g s  c o u l d  n e v e r  have  worked 
o u t  f o r  Ambassador C o l l e g e  as t h e y  have!" 

O c t o b e r  w a s  a good month f o r  incoming m a i l .  I n  f a c t ,  one  o f  t h e  b e s t  
months t h i s  y e a r .  W e  a t t r i b u t e  i t  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  b o o k l e t  a d v e r t i s i n g  
we 've  had  i n  t h e  KLAR & WAHR magazine l a t e l y .  Ano the r  r e a s o n  f o r  comments 
w e r e  t h e  a r t ic les  on F ranz  J o s e f  S t r a u s s  and O t t o  von Habsburg i n  t h i s  
i s s u e .  

The b i g g e s t  encouragement  i s  o u r  y e a r - t o - d a t e  t o t a l  income w i t h  Holy Day 
O f f e r i n g s  i n c l u d e d .  I t  i s  a s o l i d  28.7% i n c r e a s e  o v e r  1978. 

Un i t ed  Kingdom 

Feast a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  f o u r  s i tes  i n  t h e  U . K .  and I r e l a n d  t o p p e d  4 , 0 0 0  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h i s  y e a r .  T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a rise o f  5% o v e r  1978 
and p roduced  an  o f f e r i n g  up 22%!  

October ' s  ha i l  income w a s  30% above t h e  f i g u r e  f o r  O c t o b e r  1978,  b r i n g i n g  
t h e  y e a r - t o - d a t e  i n c r e a s e  t o  2 4 % .  

However, w i t h  Bank R a t e  a t  an  a l l - t i m e  h i g h  o f  1 7 %  and  t h e  mor tgage  
i n t e r e s t  r a t e  h i t t i n g  15% f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h i s  week, t h e r e  i s  t h e  
growing f e e l i n g  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  t h a t  t h e  economy i s  i n  f o r  a v e r y  rough 
r i d e  i n  1 9 8 0 ,  w i t h  i n f l a t i o n  f o r e c a s t  a t  2 0 % .  T h i s  i s  bound t o  have  an  
impac t  on t h e  Work as a whole.  

M r .  F rank  Brown, R e g i o n a l  D i rec to r ,  h a s  r e t u r n e d  from a two-week v i s i t i n g  
t o u r  t o  Nairobi  ( K e n y a ) ,  R o m e ,  C a t a n i a  ( S i c i l y ) ,  J e r u s a l e m  and  Greece. 
I n  N a i r o b i  he  spoke  t o  M r .  Owen W i l l i s  and  M r .  H a r o l d  J a c k s o n  on t h e  
f u t u r e  of  t h e  Work i n  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  wor ld .  

I n  R o m e  M r .  Brown v i s i t e d  t h e  t h r e e  members w e  have  t h e r e  and  i n c r e a s e d  
the s i z e  o f  t h e  Church i n  S i c i l y  by  1 0 0 %  when h e  b a p t i z e d  t h r e e  more! 
F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  v i s i t i n g  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  e x c a v a t i o n s  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  Hebrew U n i v e r s i t y  and A.I.C.F. i n  J e r u s a l e m ,  h e  s p e n t  a 
f e w  days  w i t h  t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  Greece, where o n e  man w a s  b a p t i z e d ,  b e f o r e  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  London on t h e  1 8 t h .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h i s  b a p t i s m  w a s  p r o b a b l y  
t h e  f i r s t  i n  Greece s i n c e  t h e  A p o s t l e  P a u l ' s  day! 

--Compiled by Rod Matthews, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O f f i c e  

MAIL COMMENTS 

F o r  t h i s  w e e k ' s  comments w e  have  i n c l u d e d  let ters c o n c e r n i n g  M r .  A r m -  
s t r o n g ' s  t r i p  t o  Ch ina ,  Hal loween and  t h e  S t a t e  v e r s u s  Church i s s u e .  

The comments a b o u t  t h e  China  T r i p  are from Church m e m b e r s  e x p r e s s i n g  
e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  M r .  A rms t rong ' s  t r i p  t o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  of Ch ina .  
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The g e n e r a l  t o n e  reflects a f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  Work i s  moving i n t o  a new 
dimens ion  of  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  Gospel .  

Then t h e r e  i s  a l e t t e r  from a m e m b e r  who o f f e r s  a s o l u t i o n  t o  h a n d l i n g  
" t r i c k  o r  treaters. I' 

A s  a f i n a l  n o t e  of  i n t e r e s t ,  w e  have  i n c l u d e d  a l e t t e r  from a m e m b e r  t h a t  
g i v e s  a un ique  and i n t e r e s t i n g  view of t h e  S t a t e  v e r s u s  Church i s s u e .  

- - M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

I n t e r e s t  i n  China  T r i p  

I ' m  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  remain  i n  c o n s t a n t  p r a y e r  f o r  you on t h e  coming 
t r i p  and  i n  a l l  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  God's  Work t h a t  go on day by day.  
With t h e  Holy S p i r i t  b i n d i n g  us  a l l  t o g e t h e r  i n  s t r e n g t h  and  u n i t y ,  
I know w e  can  soon ge t  t h e  job done! 

--James Davenpor t  (Gumberry, NC) 

B e s t  w i s h e s  on y o u r  upcoming China t r i p .  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  you h a v e  
been  i n v i t e d  t o  v i e w  a s e c t i o n  of  t h e  G r e a t  W a l l .  I have  h e a r d  t h a t  
when o u r  a s t r o n a u t s  o r b i t  t h e  e a r t h  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  o n e  man-made 
f e a t u r e  tha t  i s  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  on t h e  e a r t h ' s  s u r f a c e .  Having been  
c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  a i d  o f  modern equ ipmen t ,  i t  i s  t r u l y  a g r e a t  
work. Y e t  G o d  h a s  c a l l e d  you f o r  an  even  g r e a t e r  Work t o  p r o c l a i m  
t h e  message of the  t i m e  when H e  w i l l  tear down t h a t  e v e n  g r e a t e r  
w a l l  t h a t  s e p a r a t e s  man from God. 

- - M r .  David S c h r o e d e r  ( A t h e n s ,  W I )  

W e  know M r .  Rader i s  overseas a g a i n  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  way f o r  y o u r  
upcoming t r i p  t o  Ch ina  and m e e t i n g s  w i t h  leaders o f  t h a t  enormously  
popu lous  n a t i o n .  
p r a y i n g  f o r  him and t h e  s u c c e s s  of h i s  c o n t a c t s  i n  China.  W e  p r a y  
it i s  G o d ' s  w i l l  f o r  you t o  be able t o  e n d u r e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  cold o f  
t h a t  n a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  b u t  t o  be s h i e l d e d  from u p s e t s  
s o m e  s u f f e r  f rom their  customs o f  e a t i n g  and  d r i n k i n g .  W e  know G o d  
w i l l  p r o t e c t  H i s  s e r v a n t s  whereve r  H e  f i n d s  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e n d  
them. T h i s  t r i p  i s  m o s t  n e c e s s a r y  i f  w e  are t o  r e a c h  i n t o  t h e  l a s t  
t w o  g r e a t  n a t i o n s  i n  t h e  g r i p  o f  a t h e i s t i c  communism who have  n o t  
y e t  been  warned. 

Everyone h e r e  i n  Pasadena  w e  have  t a l k e d  t o  i s  

--Selmer L .  Hegvold ( P a s a d e n a ,  CA) 

I t  w a s  u n b e l i e v a b l e  t o  read i n  t h e  r e c e n t  GOOD NEWS t h a t  Ch ina  h a s  
embarked on  a B i b l e  p r o m o t i o n a l  program j u s t  p r i o r  t o  y o u r  m e e t i n g  
w i t h  t h e  h e a d s  o f  s t a t e  i n  t h a t  o f f i c i a l l y  " a t h e i s t i c "  l a n d .  T h i s  
s u r e l y  i s  some k i n d  of  miracle and undoub ted ly  o u r  G o d  i n s p i r e d  i t  
t o  c a r r y  o u t  H i s  p l a n s  f o r  e n l i g h t e n i n g  a t  least  a few p e o p l e  t h e r e .  

- - M r .  & M r s .  W i l l i a m  W i t t e  ( F t .  L a u d e r d a l e ,  FL) 

H e a r i n g  you from Tucson ,  l i v e ,  on  t h e  L a s t  Great  Day w a s  v e r y  
u p l i f t i n g  and r eward ing .  Anyone who ca l l s  you s e n i q e  i s  a foo l  
and  an  i d i o t !  W e  p r a y  f o r  y o u r  upcoming t r i p  t o  Ch ina  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  
w o r l d  e v e n t s  and C h r i s t ' s  r e t u r n  t o  set  up H i s  g l o r i o u s  Kingdom. 

--Alan K .  Swik le  (Kalamazoo, MN) 
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W e  w i l l  a l l  be  w i t h  you i n  s p i r i t  when you go t o  Ch ina ,  and  p r a y  
t h a t  God w i l l  p u t  t h e  r i g h t  words i n  y o u r  mind t o  s a y  t o  them s o  
t h e y  can  h e a r  t h e  t r u e  message t h a t  J e s u s  came t o  g i v e  u s .  

--Marie Medina ( S t .  P e t e r s b u r g ,  F L J  

Was Ready f o r  Halloween! 

T h i s  Hal loween I had  l o a d s  of c h i l d r e n  a t  my door and  m o s t  o f  t h e  
l i t t l e  k i d s  had  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  w i t h  them. But  I w a s  r e a d y  f o r  them 
t h i s  y e a r .  I had  made up a r e p r i n t  of G .  0. Marx ' s  a r t i c l e  h e  wrote 
f o r  The PLAIN TRUTH, Oc tobe r  1 9 7 6 .  I n  f a c t ,  I had  a hundred  o r  so 
p r i n t e d .  I t r i e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  e a c h  l i t t l e  k i d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  f o r  
h i s  p a r e n t s  t o  read t o  them. I t h o u g h t  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
j u s t  what t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g .  I wonder if any s e e d s  w e r e  p l a n t e d ?  

NO damage w a s  done t o  my p l a c e .  Noth ing  d i s t u r b e d ,  many houses  w e r e .  
-- C .  B. Henderson ( H i l l s d a l e ,  M I )  

R e e v a l u a t i o n  of C h u r c h ' s  L e g a l  B a t t l e  

Thank you f o r  y o u r  v e r y  i n s p i r i n g  message on  t h e  L a s t  Great Day of 
t h e  Feast!  My h a i r  s t o o d  on end  a t  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  U . S .  
b r e t h r e n  s i t t i n g  u n i t e d  l i s t e n i n g  t o  y o u r  v o i c e  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h e  
meaning b e h i n d  t h e  l a s t  Holy Day--the Great White  Throne Judgment  
when a l l  mankind w i l l  have  a chance  f o r  s a l v a t i o n .  I hope w e  can  
have o t h e r  services l i k e  t h a t  one  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

I n  M r .  R a d e r ' s  p r e c e d i n g  message, I w a s  a l so  i n s p i r e d  by t h e  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  w e  c a r r y  t h e  bu rden  of a l l  c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  
k e e p i n g  t h e  s t a t e  o u t  of r e l i g i o n  as g u a r a n t e e d  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ' s  
B i l l  o f  R i g h t s .  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  a b i b l i c a l  i n j u n c t i o n  t o  do what- 
e v e r  w e  as t h e  Church of t h e  L i v i n g  God can  do t o  combat a s t a t e  
t a k e o v e r .  

I n  Deuteronomy 22:23-27 i s  found a s t a t u t e  c o n c e r n i n g  a v i r g i n  
b e t r o t h e d  t o  a husband who, if f o r c e d  t o  have  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  a 
man ( i n  t h e  c i t y ,  where t h e r e  i s  someone t o  h e l p  h e r )  carr ies  t h e  
s a m e  g u i l t  as t h e  man if s h e  f a i l s  t o  c r y  o u t  t o  b r i n g  t o  l i g h t  t h i . s  
c r i m e .  I t  i s  c l ea r  t h a t  it i s  h e r  d u t y  t o  t r y  t o  p r e v e n t  b e i n g  
r a p e d  and  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a s t r o n g  s p i r i t u a l  a n a l o g y  where  t h e  
Worldwide Church of G o d ,  as a v i r g i n  church  b e t r o t h e d  t o  t h e  soon-  
r e t u r n i n g  groom J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  h a s  a d u t y  t o  p r o c l a i m  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  
States  ( a n d  t h e  w o r l d )  t h i s  a s s a u l t  by t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  
( a t t e m p t e d  s p i r i t u a l  f o r n i c a t i o n ) .  A t t e n t i o n  must  be b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a wrong b e i n g  p e r p e t r a t e d  on t h e  Church by t h e  
government.  I t  i s  n o t  j u s t  a m a t t e r  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  o u r  r e l i g i o u s  
f reedoms,  b u t  i t  goes  f a r  d e e p e r  i n  t h a t  w e  have a d u t y  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e  C h u r c h ' s  s p i r i t u a l  v i r g i n i t y  i n  a w a i t i n g  t h e  r e t u r n  of J e s u s  
C h r i s t ,  and  of c o u r s e  w e  have  H i s  h e l p  t o  c o u n t  on .  

-- 

I j u s t  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i n  h e a r i n g  M r .  R a d e r ' s  t a l k  w e  a l l  have  had  
s t r o n g  b u t  s o m e t i m e s  mixed f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  what  h a s  happened o v e r  
t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  shows w i t h o u t  a doub t  w e  have  a 
d u t y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  Church,  and w e  can  i n  c lear  c o n s c i e n c e  do what- 
ever i n  o u r  power t o  pe r fo rm t h a t  du ty !  
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May God c o n t i n u e  t o  bless you and g i v e  you t h e  g u i d a n c e  t o  do what- 
e v e r  must b e  done,  and a l s o  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  good news o f  
t h e  Kingdom J e s u s  C h r i s t  w i l l  soon  e s t a b l i s h  o v e r  t h e  n a t i o n s  of t h e  
wor ld .  Our p r a y e r s  are  w i t h  you and t h e  Work! 

- - M r .  & M r s .  David A.  Byers  ( L i b e r t y ,  MO) 

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

R U S S I A  PLANS ADEN "CUBA": While American e y e s  are r i v e t e d  on t h e  h o s t a g e  
s t a n d o f f  i n  I r a n ,  t h e  S o v i e t  Union i s  moving s t e a d i l y  t o  s e c u r e  a s o l i d  
f o o t h o l d  i n  t h e  Middle E a s t .  

Thwarted b e f o r e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  t h e  r e l e n t l e s s  S o v i e t s  f e e l  t h e y ' v e  g o t  
t h e  r i g h t  p a r t n e r  t h i s  t i m e :  Sou th  Yemen, t h e  former B r i t i s h  s e a g a t e  
p r o t e c t o r a t e  of  Aden, l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  t i p  o f  t h e  Arab ian  
p e n i n s u l a ,  commanding t h e  narrow B a b  e l  Mandeb e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  R e d  Sea. 

South  Yemen h a s  been  a Russ i an  c l i e n t  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  
few y e a r s ,  and i s  t h e  loca le  where worldwide t e r r o r i s t s  
o f  a l l  s t r i p e s  are t r a i n e d ,  t h a n k s  t o  o n - s i t e  Cuban and 
E a s t  German commanders. N o w  t h e  Sov ie t s  a i m  t o  u s e  
Sou th  Yemen, whose n o r t h e r n  b o r d e r s  merge across t h e  
s a n d  i n t o  S a u d i  Arabia ,  f o r  more s i n i s t e r  p u r p o s e s .  

S o v i e t  a i m s  i n  t h i s  s t i l l  backward c o r n e r  of  Arabia 
have  been r e v e a l e d  by secret  c l a u s e s  i n  t h e  20-year  
t r e a t y  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  j u s t  conc luded  w i t h  Sou th  Yemen, 
and by Sovie t  a c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  fo rmer  B r i t i s h  c o l o n y .  

A R A B I A  

Unpubl i shed  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  t r e a t y  p r o v i d e  f o r  up t o  1 8 , 0 0 0  
Russ i an  t r o o p s  t o  be s t a t i o n e d  i n  Sou th  Yemen, and  a l so  p r o v i d e  f o r  closer 
S o v i e t  c o n t r o l  of Yemen m i n i s t r i e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Russ i an  weapons i n c l u d i n g  Mig-23 f i g h t e r s ,  have  r e c e n t l y  been  s h i p p e d  t o  
Sou th  Yemen. R u s s i a  i s  a l s o  e x p e c t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  i t s  n a v a l  p r e s e n c e  
there. Submarine p e n s  are b e i n g  b u i l t  f o r  between e i g h t  and 1 2  b o a t s .  

Opponents of  t h e  marxis t  government i n  Sou th  Yemen warn t h a t  t h e  t r e a t y  
of f r i e n d s h i p  and c o o p e r a t i o n  between i t  and M o s c o w  c o u l d  t h r e a t e n  Middle  
E a s t  o i l  r o u t e s .  

The warning  i s  sounded by Abdel Q a w i  Mackawee, a fo rmer  pr ime m i n i s t e r  who 
now heads  a g roup  o f  d i s s i d e n t s  c a l l i n g  i t s e l f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n a l  F r o n t  
of Sou th  Yemen. Mackawee and h i s  associates warn t h a t  a S o v i e t  p r e s e n c e  
i n  Aden c o u l d  t h r e a t e n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a r i t i m e  r o u t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o i l  
s h i p p e d  t o  Europe f r o m  t h e  Gulf r e g i o n .  

Mackawee s a y s  M o s c o w  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  f o o t h o l d  i n  t h e  
r e g i o n .  P r o o f ,  h e  s a y s ,  i s  t h a t  M o s c o w  ea r l i e r  conc luded  a s i m i l a r  
f r i e n d s h i p  and c o o p e r a t i o n  t r e a t y  w i t h  E t h i o p i a ,  which f a c e s  S o u t h  Yemen 
across t h e  sea. 

E a r l y  t h i s  y e a r ,  South  Yemen ( p o p u l a t i o n  1 . 5  m i l l i o n )  a t t a c k e d  n e i g h b o r i n g  
Nor th  Yemen. The l a t t e r  i s  i m p o r t a n t  main ly  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  s u p p l i e s  
v i t a l  " g u e s t  w o r k e r s "  t o  manpower-short  S a u d i  A r a b i a .  A Communist t a k e -  
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over o f  t h e  Nor th  c o u l d  t h u s  t u r n  t h e s e  w o r k e r s  i n t o  a p o t e n t i a l  Communist 
f i f t h - c o l u m n  i n s i d e  S a u d i  Arabia.  

The r e d  a t t a c k  w a s  s t y m i e d  however,  whereupon t h e  U . S .  even  s e n t  some 
m i l i t a r y  s u p p l i e s  t o  f o r t i f y  ' 'our' ' Yemen's d e f e n s e s .  But  now t h e r e  are  
d i s t u r b i n g  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  s u p p o s e d l y  pro-West regime of  A l i  Abdu l l ah  
S a l e h  i s  a l so  on t h e  t a k e  from Moscow. Mig-21s w e r e  r e c e n t l y  s p o t t e d  
b e i n g  unloaded  i n  Nor th  Yemen. 

P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  c r i t i c a l  f ac to r  of a l l  i n  t h e  Yemeni e q u a t i o n  i s  t h e  
d a n g e r  posed  t o  O m a n ,  t h e  Arab s t a t e  located t o  t h e  immediate east of 
Sou th  Yemen, which g u a r d s  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  v i t a l  S t r a i t  of Hormuz. 
The Hormuz " c h o k e p o i n t "  i s  t h e  narrow 2 4 - m i l e - w i d e  waterway t h r o u g h  which 
m o s t  of t h e  Free W o r l d ' s  o i l  gasses. Every  s e v e n  m i n u t e s  a t a n k e r  s a i l s  
t h r o u g h  t h i s  v i t a l  gateway where 9 0  p e r c e n t  o f  J a p a n ' s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and 
5 6  p e r c e n t  of  E u r o p e ' s  needs  p a s s .  

I r a n  f o r m e r l y  w a s  t h e  npol iceman ' t  of the  P e r s i a n  G u l f - S t r a i t  of Hormuz 
r e g i o n ,  a role  t h e  Shah i n h e r i t e d  from t h e  B r i t i s h .  I r a n  h a s  s i n c e  
dropped  o u t  of t h e  p i c t u r e .  The S u l t a n  of Oman i s  h a v i n g  t o  p i c k  up t h e  
s l a c k ,  r e q u e s t i n g  m i l i t a r y  and  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  f r o m  o t h e r  A r a b  s t a t e s .  So 
f a r ,  l i t t l e  h a s  been  f o r t h c o m i n g ,  though American w a r s h i p s  have  moved 
closer i n  the Arab ian  sea area. 

The S o v i e t s  r e a l i z e  how u n p r o t e c t e d  t h e  S t r a i t  i s ,  and also how v u l n e r a b l e  
Oman i s .  I r a n ' s  Shah h a d  earlier h e l p e d  t h e  S u l t a n  beat back  a g u e r r i l l a  
movement l aunched  from S o u t h  Yemen. Now,  w i t h  t h e  Shah gone and  t h e  
Sov ie t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  Sou th  Yemen t o  a n  even  g r e a t e r  d e g r e e ,  l o o k  f o r  
a n o t h e r  r e d - l e d  attempt t o  " l iberate"  Oman--and s t r a n g l e  t h e  West's o i l  
l i f e l i n e .  

--Gene H .  Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 


