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NOW G 0 D SPEAKS TO 

YOU M I N I S T E R S  

by Herbe r t  W .  Armstrong 

Years ago I p r o c l a i m e d  on  t h e  a i r  a g r e a t  deal from t h e  Book of E z e k i e l .  
E z e k i e l  w a s  among t h e  J e w i s h  c a p t i v e s  of t h e  604-585 B.C .  c a p t i v i t y  by 
Babylon of  t h e  Kingdom o f  Judah .  T h i s  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  125 y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  
Kingdom of ISRAEL had  been  i n v a d e d ,  conquered ,  and  moved from P a l e s t i n e  t o  
A s s y r i a  on  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  Casp ian  Sea. But  b o t h  t h e  A s s y r i a n s  
and t h e i r  s lave  Israel i tes  had  l o n g  s i n c e  m i g r a t e d  no r thwes tward  i n t o  
w e s t e r n  Europe and  B r i t a i n  when J U D A H  w a s  made c a p t i v e  by Babylon.  

When E z e k i e l  w r o t e  as God i n s p i r e d ,  h e  w a s  among t h e  J e w i s h  s l a v e s  
b e s i d e  t h e  R i v e r  Chebar .  Y e t  t h e  Message E z e k i e l  w a s  i n s p i r e d  by G o d  t o  
w r i t e  w a s  w r i t t e n  p r i m a r i l y  t o  ISRAEL, n o t  Judah .  

E z e k i e l ' s  Message i s  NOT t o  t h e  J e w i s h  s l a v e s  among whom E z e k i e l  w a s  
l i v i n g .  I t  w a s  t o  t h e  HOUSE OF ISRAEL (Ezek.  2 :3  and 3 : l ) .  The p r o p h e t  
E z e k i e l  w a s  n e v e r  able t o  b r e a k  loose f r o m  Baby lon ian  s l a v e r y  and  p r o c l a i m  
h i s  message t o  t he  Kingdom of Israel ,  by t h e n  d w e l l i n g  i n  w e s t e r n  Europe 
and B r i t a i n .  

THE MESSAGE OF THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL I S  G O D ' S  MESSAGE TO U S  TODAY--FOR 
WE ARE -- THE PEOPLE of t h e  a n c i e n t  House of ISRAEL, of t h e  tribe o f  Manasseh. 
(See--and y o u ' d  be t te r  BELIEVE--our b o o k l e t  on  t he  U n i t e d  S ta tes  
i n  Prophecy.  ) 

S i n c e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  w r i t e r ,  E z e k i e l ,  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  go t o  t h e  p e o p l e  
of t h e  House o f  ISRAEL, G o d  showed m e  y e a r s  ago t h a t  i t  remained  f o r  God 
t o  raise up a "modern E z e k i e l "  t o  c a r r y  t h i s  P r o p h e t i c  Message t o  t h e  modern 
Israel  of today--and t h a t  means,  p r i m a r i l y ,  t h e  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  p e o p l e .  

I have  proclaimed t h e  E z e k i e l  Messages t o  o u r  peoples by r a d i o ,  te le-  
v i s i o n ,  by p e r s o n a l  a p p e a r a n c e  and  i n  p r i n t  f o r  more t h a n  40 y e a r s .  NO -- ONE 
ELSE HAS! 

The Church of God i s  founded o n  t h e  a p o s t l e s  and  t h e  p r o p h e t s ,  J e s u s  
C h r i s t  b e i n g  t h e  c h i e f  c o r n e r s t o n e .  The PROPHETS, upon whom t h e  Church i s  
founded,  are  NOT N e w  Tes t amen t  p r o p h e t s .  Only foura 'a re  mentioned--and NOT 
ONE O F  THEM c o n t r i b u t e d  any d o c t r i n e s  o r  b e l i e f s  t o  t h e  Church--but t h e  
a p o s t l e s  d i d ,  and  t h e y  q u o t e d  a t  g r e a t  l e n g t h  from so-called " O l d  Tes tament"  
p r o p h e t s .  

THEREFORE EZEKIEL'S MESSAGE I S  FOR US TODAY! T h a t  i s ,  f o r  GOD'S CHURCH 
t o  p r o c l a i m  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  n a t i o n s ,  

T h e r e  h a s  been  a s y s t e m  for  many years now, of p u t t i n g  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  
of God's Church today unde r  a man a t  Pasadena ,  i n  m o s t  cases of which - -  I w a s  
c u t  o f f  f rom t h e  m i n i s t r y .  ---- 



c 
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A system w a s  b u i l t  up through a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  t o  David Ant ion ,  Wayne 
C o l e  and Ron D a r t  ba sed  on a p o l i c y  t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t r y  i s  a select  group,  
n o t  s e r v a n t s  b u t  t o  BE served-- to  be f l a t t e r e d  and mollycoddled,  c u t  o f f  
from C h r i s t ' s  apost le ,  neve r  c r i t i c i z e d  o r  cor rec ted- -a  group ABOVE a l l  
o t h e r s ,  and who cou ld  do NO WRONG! 

David Antion cons ide red  h i s  l o y a l t y  was t o  t h e  ministry--NOT t o  C h r i s t ' s  
a p o s t l e  o r  t o  C h r i s t  o r  t o  God. Wayne Cole would never  c o r r e c t  one under 
him who NEEDED c o r r e c t i o n .  Under M r .  D a r t ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Garner Ted 
Amstrong w a s  t h e  real  head,  c u t t i n g  t h e  m i n i s t r y  and t h e  church o f f  from 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  any above him. 

-- 

Now t h e  l i v i n g  C h r i s t  who HEADS t h i s  Church has  ABOLISHED t h a t  o f f i c e ,  
and p l a c e d  h i s  own chosen a p o s t l e  d i r e c t l y  ove r  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  N o w  ANY of  
you have f r e e  access t o  r each  m e  and communicate w i t h  m e  d i rec t .  I hope 
you w i l l  s t i l l  r ea l i ze  my t i m e  needs t o  be conserved,  and refer a l l  r o u t i n e  
o r  o r d i n a r y  mat ters  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  Department. But when 
necessa ry ,  o r  on any s e r i o u s  m a t t e r ,  you have d i r e c t  access t o  me--and t h e  
M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  Department i s  working d i r e c t l y  under,  and w i t h  m e .  

So l e t  m e  s a y  t h a t  I w i l l  t r y  t o  deal w i t h  t h e  m i n i s t r y  as C h r i s t  shows 
m e  HE would. I w i l l  do my b e s t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  you w i t h  t h e  d e e p e s t ,  m o s t  
s i n c e r e  LOVE. I w i l l  do no p o l i t i c a l  "back-s lapping ,"  b u t  I w i l l  p a t  you 
on t h e  back--or c e r t a i n l y  i n t e n d  t o  and w i l l  t r y  t o ,  when you g i v e  m e  t h e  
chance t o  g i v e  you t h i s  encouragement. Recent ly  I wrote  an a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  
GOOD NEWS a s k i n g  a l l  members t o  q u i t  c a l l i n g  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r s  by t h e i r  f i rs t  
names, b u t  t o  speak of you r e s p e c t f u l l y  a s  "MR." I have w r i t t e n  you f r o m  
t i m e  t o  t i m e  how much I do LOVE you men and your l o y a l  wives. 

You must remember t h a t  be ing  an o rda ined  m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  one and on ly  
Church of God i s  both  a tremendous HONOR, and a t  t h e  same t i m e  a s e r i o u s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  R e m e m b e r  J e s u s  C h r i s t  set  us  t h e  example and H e  d i d  n o t  
come l o r d i n g  it ove r  people ,  b u t  i n  l ove  as  a SERVANT. 

Likewise,  w e  have a l l  been called t o  SERVE--rather than  t o  BE served!  
W e  must b e  meek wi thou t  b e i n g  weak. W e  are a t  a l l  t i m e s  a ccoun tab le  t o  
those o v e r  us ,  even as  t h e  Word of God t e l l s  t h e  membership they  must esteem 
h i g h l y  t h o s e  who s e r v e  and are  o v e r  them i n  t h e  Lord. 

F i r s t ,  God p repa red  m e  i n  a s p e c i a l  way, then  c a l l e d  m e  i n  a manner 
t o  wipe my mind c l e a n  o f  e v e r y  o t h e r  o r  p r e v i o u s  b e l i e f  and t o  come t o  H I S  
TRUTH i n  a manner expe r i enced  by none o t h e r  i n  r e c e n t  t i m e s ,  CONQUERING ME, 
completely submiss ive  t o  HIM and H i s  Word. 

H e  s tarted H i s  Work and H i s  Church i n  a ve ry  s m a l l  way--BUT I T  GREW 
AND GREW and became a l a r g e  WORLDWIDE Church! 

-1 

God i n  due t i m e  added you m i n i s t e r s  t o  1) f e e d  t h e  l oca l  f l o c k s ,  and 
2)  t o  s t a n d  s t a u n c h l y  and l o y a l l y  W I T H  ME i n  c a r r y i n g  C h r i s t ' s  Gospel t o  
t h e  world.  

Now t h e  l a r g e s t  na t ion  i n  t h e  w o r l d  has m a d e  p lans  fo r  my OFFICIAL 
v i s i t  w i t h  t h e i r  top-ranking men of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Republ ic  of China s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h e  F e a s t  of  Tabe rnac le s .  

I c o n s t a n t l y  THANK GOD f o r  you l o y a l  m i n i s t e r s  and your  f a i t h f u l  wives ,  
and f o r  t h e  way C h r i s t  i s  u s i n g  you i n  f u r t h e r i n g  HIS WORK! God h a s  c a l l e d  
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us  t h a t  w e  must a l l  "SPEAK THE SAME T H I N G "  ( I  Cor. 1 : l O )  i n  p e r f e c t  harmony 
and l o v e ,  t h a t  w e  b e  of ONE MIND--the M I N D  OF CHRIST!  

B u t  now I do f e e l  w e  must s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r  God's warning message 
t o  o u r  n a t i o n s  and t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  of  H I S  CHURCH through E z e k i e l .  Th i s  i s  
of C R I S I S  importance r i g h t  now. 

E z e k i e l  s ta r t s  h i s  Book s a y i n g  " I  w a s  among t h e  c a p t i v e s  ( s l a v e s )  by 
t h e  r i v e r  of  Chebar, t h a t  t h e  heavens w e r e  opened, and I s a w  v i s i o n s  of  
God" (Ezek. 1:l) . ' I . .  . i n  t h e  l a n d  of t h e  Chaldeans (Babylon) 'I ( v e r s e  3 )  . 

The f i r s t  c h a p t e r  merely r e c o r d s  what E z e k i e l  f i r s t  s a w  I N  THE V I S I O N .  
I t  c o n t a i n s  no message he i s  t o  d e l i v e r .  H e  seemed t o  be  t aken  t o  heaven 
I N  V I S I O N ,  p r e p a r i n g  him t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  message--which i s  t o  t h e  " 1 0 S t "  
House ( o r  Kingdom) of  ISRAEL. I t  i s  NOT a message t o  Judah--the Jews--but 
t o  t h e  by then  " l o s t "  House of I s r a e l - - t h e  TEN TRIBES.  

I proclaimed much of E z e k i e l ' s  message t o  Manasseh and Ephraim dur ing  
t h e  t h i r t i e s ,  f o r t i e s  and f i f t i e s .  B u t  I was ahead of  my t i m e - - o r  e lse God 
has  d e l i b e r a t e l y  slowed down p rophes i ed  world e v e n t s ,  W e  a r e  now coming 
i n t o  t h e  TIME f o r  proc la iming  E z e k i e l ' s  message. 

When E z e k i e l  saw, i n  v i s i o n ,  t h i s  f i r s t  c h a p t e r  whir lwind and t h e  g l o r y  
of t h e  Lo'rd, h e  f e l l  forward upon h i s  face--and then  hea rd  a v o i c e  speaking  
t o  him, s a y i n g  ( c h a p t e r  2 , v e r s e  1) , "Stand upon t h y  f e e t ,  and I w i l l  speak 
unto  t h e e  ... and h e  s a i d  unto  m e ,  Son of man, I send t h e e  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
of I s r a e l ,  t o  a r e b e l l i o u s  n a t i o n  t h a t  h a t h  r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  m e :  ... even 
unto  T H I S  VERY DAY" ( o u r  day now, l a s t  h a l f  of t h e  20th c e n t u r y ) .  A n d ,  
( c h a p t e r  2 : 4 ,  5)  "GO,  g e t  t h e e  un to  t h e  House of ISRAEL, and speak w i t h  my 
words unto  them. For  thou  a r t  n o t  s e n t  t o  a peop le  o f  a s t r a n g e  speech ..." 

The " los t"  House of  I s r a e l  i n  t h e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  g e n e r a t i o n s  s i n c e  t h e i r  
removal from n o r t h e r n  P a l e s t i n e  had "LOST" t h e i r  Hebrew language.  They 
had "LOST" God's Sabbath,  and thereby  t h e i r  knowledge of God, and t h e i r  
i d e n t i t y .  But TODAY, God h a s  r a i s e d  up t h i s  Work of H i s  Church t o  c a r r y  
t h i s  message t o  t h e  " l o s t "  Israeli tes,  whose t r u e  i d e n t i t y  God h a s  r e v e a l e d  
t o  us--and t o  us  they  are n o t  a people  of s t r a n g e  speech.  

"But t h e  HOUSE OF ISRAEL will n o t  hearken un to  t h e e ;  f o r  they  w i l l  n o t  
hearken un to  me" (verse 7 ) .  Our peop les  today  w i l l  n o t  l i s t e n  t o  n o r  heed 
GOD S WARNING MESSAGE ! 

V e r s e  17 :  "Son of man, I have made t h e e  a watchman unto  t h e  House of 
I s r a e l "  ( today  t h e  Engl ish-speaking peop les )  . 

I n  c h a p t e r  4 ,  verse 13:  "And t h e  Lord s a i d ,  Ea'en t h u s  s h a l l  t h e  c h i l d -  
ren  of Israel ea t  t h e i r  d e f i l e d  b r e a d  among t h e  G e n t i l e s ,  wh i the r  I w i l l  
d r i v e  them"--a forewarning f o r  t h e  U . S .  and B r i t i s h  peoples  NOW! 

Cont inuing i n  c h a p t e r  5:ll-13, speaking  of t h e  American and B r i t i s h  
peop les ,  "Wherefore, as I l i v e ,  s a i t h  t h e  Lord E t e r n a l ;  ... A t h i r d  p a r t  of 
t h e e  s h a l l  d i e  w i t h  t h e  p e s t i l e n c e ,  and wi th  famine s h a l l  t hey  b e  consumed 
i n  t h e  mids t  of thee :  and a t h i r d  p a r t  s h a l l  f a l l  by t h e  sword ( t h e  sword 
of n u c l e a r  d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  o u r  day) round about  t h e e :  and I w i l l  s ca t te r  a 
t h i r d  p a r t  i n t o  a l l  t h e  winds ... Thus s h a l l  mine anger  be  accomplished,  
and I w i l l  cause MY FURY t o  rest upon them . . . I '  
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God's FURY i s  an e x p r e s s i o n  used many t i m e s  i n  p rophec ie s  t o  i n d i c a t e  
t h e  troubles soon t o  s t r i k e  us--Great T r i b u l a t i o n  and t h e  f i r s t  phase of 
t h e  "Day of  t h e  Lord"--which s h a l l  c l imax i n  C H R I S T ' S  SECOND COMING! 

I t  is c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h i s  prophecy i s  f o r  o u r  peop les  and f o r  
OUR TIME--the l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry .  

This  prophecy NEVER TOOK PLACE I N  OLD TESTAMENT TIMES! Continuing 
i n t o  c h a p t e r  6 ,  " I n  a l l  your  dwe l l ingp laces  THE C I T I E S  SHALL BE L A I D  WASTE" 
( V e r s e  6 ) .  T h i s  could  be  accomplished on ly  by NUCLEAR DESTRUCTION. The 
TIME of t h i s  prophecy i s  now JUST AHEAD O F  US!  

V e r s e  7:  "And t h e  s l a i n  s h a l l  f a l l  i n  t h e  mids t  of you, and ye  s h a l l  
know t h a t  I a m  t h e  LORD." T h i s  l a t t e r  i s  an e x p r e s s i o n  many t i m e s  used 
by E z e k i e l  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  second coming of C h r i s t .  Our peoDles as a 
whole do n o t  r e a l l y  know t h a t  C h r i s t  i s  LORD. The S ta t e  of  C a l i f o r n i a  does 
n o t - - t h e i r  i n v a s i o n  of God's p r o p e r t y  shows they  t h i n k  "CAESAR" i s  l o r d .  
So t h e r e  i s  n o  mis t ak ing  t h e  T I M I N G  of t h i s  prophecy. I t  i s  t o  happen i n  
t h e  approximate NEAR FUTURE--but w e  cannot  set  d a t e s .  

T o  c o n t i n u e  through E z e k i e l ,  expounding i t ,  would t a k e  a hundred pages.  
B u t ,  speaking  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  of  God's Church, I want  t o  i n c l u d e  
some o f  c h a p t e r  3 4  where i t  speaks  of  t h e  c l e r g y  of  t h e  American and B r i t i s h  
peoples .  

LET U S  BE CAREFUL LEST ANY OF THIS APPLY TO THE M I N I S T R Y  O F  GOD'S 
CHURCH! 

"Son of man, prophesy a g a i n s t  t h e  shepherds of I s rae l ,  prophesy and say  
unto  them, Thus s a i t h  t h e  Lord ETERNAL u n t o  t h e  shepherds:  Woe be  t o  t h e  
shepherds  o f  Israel  t h a t  do f e e d  themselves!  Should n o t  t h e  shepherds f e e d  
t h e  f l o c k s ? "  (wi th  t h e  Word o f  God) . ' I . .  .The d i s e a s e d  have ye  n o t  s t r e n g t h -  
ened,  n e i t h e r  have y e  h e a l e d  t h a t  which w a s  s i c k . .  ." ( V e r s e s  2 ,  4 ) .  Some 
of o u r  m i n i s t r y  wanted t o  do away w i t h  h e a l i n g .  God p u t  HEALING i n  H i s  
Church. H e  p u t  it i n  1 9 0 0  y e a r s  ago through t h e  o r i g i n a l  a p o s t l e s .  H e  p u t  
it i n  t o d a y ' s  era of t h e  Church through m e ,  H i s  a p o s t l e .  DO NOT BE G U I L T Y  
O F  NEGLECT I N  THIS IMPORTANT DOCTRINE. B u t  t h e  C a t h o l i c  and P r o t e s t a n t  
m i n i s t e r s  RELY ON HUMAN DOCTORS AND MEDICINES! And God h e r e  upbra ids  them 
f o r  t h i s !  

Cont inue  (verse 4) : ". . . n e i t h e r  have y e  sought  t h a t  which was lo s t " - -  
h e r e  speaking  of t h e  "LOST" TEN TRIBES. C e r t a i n l y  t h e  c l e r g y  of  " t r a d i t i o n a l  
C h r i s t i a n i t y "  have n o t  sought  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  "LOST" House of  Israel. God 
r e v e a l e d  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  and l o c a t i o n  t o  m e  b e f o r e  t h e  p re sen t  era  of  God's 
Church w a s  s tar ted,  and i t  h a s  always been a PRIMARY DOCTRINE of t h i s  Church. 
Y e t  some few o f  ou r  m i n i s t e r s  have r e j e c t e d  t h i s  TRUTH, and even t r i e d  t o  
d e s t r o y  it from t h e  Church. While I was o v e r s e a s q n d  d i d  n o t  know t h e y  
w e r e  do ing  i t ,  s o m e ,  under  my son Garne r  Ted, REDUCED t h e  b o o k l e t  "United 
S t a t e s  and B r i t a i n  i n  PROPHECY" e l i m i n a t i n g  v i t a l l y  impor t an t  pa r t s  of it. 
A new, f u l l  e d i t i o n  of t h i s  impor t an t  book is now i n  process of be ing  pub- 
l i s h e d ,  f u l l  s i z e .  T h i s  book w a s  one o f  t h e  t w o  o r  t h r e e  t h a t  d i d  more t o  
BUILD THIS CHURCH than  any o t h e r s .  

C o n t i n u e  i n  E z e k i e l  3 4 :  "But"  (even though you d i d  n o t  seek t o  locate 
t h e  l o s t  House of Israel ,  you w e r e  m i n i s t e r s  AMONG THEM, unknown t o  your- 
selves, and) "wi th  f o r c e  and w i t h  c r u e l t y  have ye  r u l e d  them. And they  
were s c a t t e r e d  ( s p i r i t u a l l y  i n t o  many sects and denominat ions)  , because  
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t h e r e  i s  no shepherd ... my f l o c k  was s c a t t e r e d  upon a l l  t h e  f a c e  of t h e  
e a r t h ,  and none d i d  s e a r c h  or  seek  a f t e r  them. 

Lord ETERNAL; Behold I a m  a g a i n s t  t h e  shepherds ;"  (be  c a r e f u l  t h i s  does 
n o t  apply t o  any o f  you) "and I w i l l  r e q u i r e  my f l o c k  a t  t h e i r  hand, and 
cause  them t o  cease f r o m  f e e d i n g  t h e  f l o c k :  n e i t h e r  s h a l l  t h e  shepherds  
f e e d  themselves  any more . . . .  

"For t h u s  s a i t h  t h e  Lord ETERNAL: Behold, I ,  even I ,  w i l l  bo th  s e a r c h  
my sheep ,  and seek them o u t " .  . . ( a t  C h r i s t ' s  second coming).  

I w i l l  b r eak  o f f  t h e r e ,  f o r  l a c k  of  space .  But c h a p t e r s  5 and 6 of 
E z e k i e l ,  combined w i t h  L e v i t i c u s  2 6  and Deuteronomy 28 ,  and o t h e r  s c r i p t u r e s  
such as Matthew 2 4 : 2 1 - 2 2 ,  Jeremiah 30 ,  show t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  and B r i t a i n  
are going  down, -- down, DOWN, i n t o  u t t e r  d e f e a t ,  s l a v e r y ,  and d i r e  punishment 
f o r  o u r  n a t i o n a l  S INS.  

wea l th ,  power, and p r e s t i g e  t h a t  God promised o u r  f a t h e r  Abraham. W e  have 
enjoyed a l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d  h i g h e r  t han  any n a t i o n  i n  h i s t o r y .  

GOD and,  i n  a l l  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s ,  have t a u g h t  i n s t e a d  t h e  god les s -  
t heo ry  of EVOLUTION.  W e  have al lowed o u r  FAMILY L I F E  t o  b e  des t royed .  Our ' 

morals have sunk i n t o  t h e  cesspool. W e  have endorsed and g i v e n  o u r  n a t i o n a k  
b l e s s i n g  * t o  SODOMISM. We have been u n e t h i c a l  and d i s h o n e s t  i n  o u r  b u s i n e s s  
and commercial d e a l i n g s .  W e  have r e j e c t e d  God's Sabbath ( n o t  t h i s  6 u r c h j  , 
and God's ways, and t u r n e d  t o  S a t a n ' s  ways. 

The sun a l r e a d y  h a s  s e t  on t h e  B r i t i s h  Empire, which a s  an empire 
e x i s t s  no l o n g e r .  The United S t a t e s  i s  now caught  i n  t h e  v i se  o f  INFLATION, 
and an economic s i t u a t i o n  where o u r  h igh  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d  i s  be ing  swept 
from u s .  Down, DOWN, w e  go! 

t h a t  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  a t h i r d  o f  o u r  people!  A f t e r  t h a t ,  o u r  C I T I E S  
s h a l l  b e  destroyed--which neve r  cou ld  have happened b e f o r e  WE f i r s t  i n v e n t e d  
and produced NUCLEAR MASS DESTRUCTION. 
people  w i l l  b e  REMOVED from t h i s  coun t ry  i n t o  SLAVERY! 

E N D  of us! 

w i t h  a mighty hand, and w i t h  a s t r e t c h e d  o u t  a r m ,  and w i t h  fu ry"  ( t h e  l a s t  
p l agues )  "poured o u t ,  w i l l  I RULE ove r  you: . . . And y e  s h a l l  know t h a t  I 
a m  t h e  LORD, when I s h a l l  b r i n g  you" ( n o t  Judah,  t h e  J e w s ,  b u t  o u r  peop le  
ISRAEL) ' ' i n t o  t h e  l a n d  of Israel ... and t h e r e  s h a l l  ye  remember your  ways, 
and a l l  your  doings ,  wherein y e  have been d e f i 1 e d ; e n d  y e  s h a l l  l o a t h  your- 
s e l v e s  . . . and y e  s h a l l  know t h a t  I a m  t h e  LORD . . . 0 y e  HOUSE O F  ISRAEL" 
( N o t  Judah,  t h e  J e w s ) .  Then s h a l l  come t h e  KINGDOM O F  GOD! S a t a n  s h a l l  
be banished .  C h r i s t  w i t h  t h e  Church conve r t ed  t o  s p i r i t  immor ta l i t y  s h a l l  
r u l e !  Those s t i l l  l i v i n g  s h a l l  have l e a r n e d  t h e i r  l e s s o n .  

"There fo re ,  0 y e  shepherds ,  h e a r  t h e  word of  t h e  LORD; Thus s a i t h  t h e  

Beginning 1800-1803,  w e  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  v a s t  n a t i o n a l  promises  of material  

Y e t  what have w e  done w i t h  t h e s e  b l e s s i n g s ?  W e  have t u r n e d  from our  

And soon G o d  w i l l  s end  such drought  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b r i n g  d i s e a s e  epidemics  

The remaining t h i r d o f  o u r  proud 

Those l e f t  of us  f i n a l l y  w i l l  r e p e n t .  God says  He w i l l  n o t  make a FULL 

F i n a l l y  ( E z e k i e l  20:33,42) ,  "AS I l i v e ,  s a i t h  t h e  Lord ETERNAL, s u r e l y  

And PEACE, and HAPPINESS, and J O Y  s h a l l  f lood t h e  e a r t h !  
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FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

A s  t h e  Feast o f  Tabernac les  draws ve ry  n e a r ,  w e  should  a l r e a d y  be  reminding 
t h e  b r e t h r e n  o f  t h e  tremendous purpose of t h e  Feast, p reach ing  powerfu l ly  
about  what i s  t r u l y  foremost  on God's mind--the r e s t o r a t i o n  of  -- H i s  govern- 
ment on e a r t h .  

No t i ce  A c t s  3:19-21--this cou ld  b e  cons ide red  t h e  m o s t  c e n t r a l  and p i v o t a l  
passage  i n  t h e  whole B i b l e .  R e s t i t u t i o n  means t h e  r e s t o r i n g  of something 
t h a t  had been des t royed ,  o r  t aken  away, t o  i t s  former s t a t e .  There can 
h a r d l y  b e  a more encouraging  and a b s o l u t e l y  t h r i l l i n g  t o p i c  than  t h e  end - 
of a l l  t h e  w o r l d ' s  ev i l s - -no  m o r e  d i s e a s e ,  no m o r e  d e a t h ,  no more s u f f e r i n g ,  
no more t ea r s - - a  new - world  under God's Government of Love where happiness  
and world peace  are a r e a l i t y ,  no l o n g e r  j u s t  man's e l u s i v e  dream! 

L e t  us  neve r  f o r g e t  t h a t  God h a s  r a i s e d  up t h i s  Work t o  s u p p o r t  H i s  Apos t le  
i n  proc la iming  t h a t  awe- insp i r ing  message o f  hope, and t h a t  each  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  
p a r t  i n  t h a t  G r e a t  Commission i s  t h e  means God h a s  g iven  each of  us t o  pre-  
p a r e  and q u a l i f y  us  f o r  r u l e r s h i p  under C h r i s t  when H e  c o m e s .  

Some have asked  f o r  a c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  how they  shou ld  handle  h a l l  r e n t a l  
f o r  t h e  weekly B i b l e  s t u d i e s .  I f  you do n o t  p r e s e n t l y  have h a l l  r e n t a l  
t aken  care o f  f r o m  Pasadena, b e  s u r e  t o  c o n t i n u e  (o r  i n i t i a t e  i f  necessa ry )  
 holding^ t h e  weekly B i b l e  s t u d i e s  i n  p r i v a t e  homes u n t i l  w e  can b u d g e t a r i l y  
hand le  t h e  costs.  Forward a l l  p r o j e c t e d  expenses  f o r  B i b l e  s tudy  h a l l  r e n t  
t o  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  b e f o r e  s i g n i n g  any l e a s e  agreements.  Please c o n t a c t  
u s  i f  you have s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  r a i s i n g  h a l l  r e n t a l  funds i n  your  own l o c a l  
area. 

I t  s e e m s  t h a t  s o m e  m i n i s t e r s  have l o s t  s i g h t  o f  t h e  b a s i c  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  
t h e  c a l l i n g  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y  r e q u i r e s .  J e s u s  commands i n  Matthew 6 : 1 9 - 2 1 ,  I '  

"Lay - n o t  up f o r  y o u r s e l v e s  t r e a s u r e s  upon t h e  e a r t h ,  where moth, and r u s t  
do th  c o r r u p t ,  and where t h i e v e s  b reak  i n  and s t e a l :  For where your  t r e a s u r e  
i s ,  t h e r e  w i l l  your  h e a r t  b e  also." 

W e  need t o  t h i n k  about  t h i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  pu rchas ing  homes. 
Many m i n i s t e r s  who have purchased  homes, t hen  r e c e i v e d  n o t i c e  o f  t r a n s f e r ,  
have immediately p u t  t h e i r  homes up f o r  sa le ,  packed up, and l e f t .  These 
men have a r i g h t  a t t i t u d e  o f  f a i t h ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  God d i d  n o t  c a l l  them 
t o  make p r o f i t s  on real es ta te  inves tmen t s ,  b u t  t o  d i l i g e n t l y  s e r v e  H i m .  

- -- -- 

Pau l  reminds Timothy i n  I Timothy 6:6-12,"But g o d l i n e s s  w i t h  contentment  
i s  g r e a t  g a i n ,  For w e  brought  no th ing  i n t o  t h i s  world,  and i t  i s  c e r t a i n  
w e  can c a r r y  n o t h i n g  o u t .  And having  food and ra iment  l e t  us  be  t h e r e w i t h  
c o n t e n t .  But t hey  t h a t  w i l l  (want) t o  be r i c h  f a l l  i n t o  t empta t ion  and a 
s n a r e ,  and i n t o  many f o o l i s h  and h u r t f u l  l u s t s ,  wGch  drown men i n  des t ruc -  
t i o n  and p e r d i t i o n .  For  t h e  l o v e  o f  money i s  t h e  r o o t  o f  a l l  e v i l :  which 
wh i l e  some cove ted  a f t e r ,  t h e y  have e r r e d  from t h e  f a i t h  and p i e r c e d  them- 
s e l v e s  through w i t h  many sorrows. But t hou ,  0 man of  God, f l e e  t h e s e  
t h i n g s :  and f o l l o w  a f t e r  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  g o d l i n e s s ,  f a i t h ,  l o v e ,  p a t i e n c e ,  
meekness. F i g h t  t h e  good f i g h t  of f a i t h ,  l a y  h o l d  on e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  where- 
un to  thou  are a l so  ca l led ,  and h a s t  p r o f e s s e d  a good p r o f e s s i o n  b e f o r e  many 
w i t n e s s e s .  I' 

Some m i n i s t e r s  have found themselves  u n w i l l i n g  t o  b e  subject t o  t h e  govern- 
ment o f  God i n  H i s  Church because  of these " f o o l i s h  and h u r t f u l  l u s t s . "  
Making money and p h y s i c a l  g a i n  h a s  a c t u a l l y  b l u r r e d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  v i s i o n  
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of some. W e  need t o  remember I1 C o r .  4:17-18: "For  o u r  l i g h t  a f f l i c t i o n ,  
which i s  b u t  f o r  a moment, worketh f o r  us  a f a r  m o r e  exceeding and e t e r n a l  
weight  of g l o r y ;  wh i l e  w e  look n o t  a t  t h e  t h i n g s  which are seen ,  b u t  a t  
t h e  t h i n g s  which a r e  n o t  s een :  f o r  t h e  t h i n g s  which are seen  are temporal: 
b u t  t h e  t h i n g s  which are n o t  seen  a r e  e t e r n a l . "  

-- - 

This  Work h a s  always been a Work o f  f a i t h .  W e  must a l so  walk by f a i t h  i n  
o u r  i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s ,  t r u s t i n g  G o d  for all o u r  needs.  A s  Paul  s a y s  i n  
I1 C o r .  5 : 7 ,  "For w e  walk by f a i t h ,  n o t  by s i g h t . "  

W e  a r e  o n l y  s o j o u r n e r s  i n  t h i s  w o r l d ,  and o u r  c i t i z e n s h i p  i s  n o t  of t h i s  
world.  I t  i s  n o t  wrong f o r  a m i n i s t e r  t o  buy a home. I t  i s  wrong when he  
allows t h a t  o r  any th ing  e lse  t o  s t a n d  between him and h i s  c a l l i n g - a n d  res- 
p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  When a m i n i s t e r  of  God purchases  a home he 
must a l s o  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  l e a v e  it if necessa ry ,  w i t h o u t  g r e a t  a n x i e t y  ove r  
p r o f i t .  H e  shou ld  t r u s t  God f o r  h i s  needs ,  and God w i l l  b l e s s  him i n  o t h e r  
ways if t h e  a t t i t u d e  i s  one of  conf idence  i n  God, n o t  i n  mammon. -- 

--Joe Tkach, M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS FROM M I N I S T E R I A L  SERVICES 

The F e s t i v a l  break  t h i s  y e a r  f o r  Pasadena employees beg ins  September 29  
and ends  October  15.  T h i s  means t h a t  a l l  departments  on campus w i l l  be  
c l o s e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  A l l  i n v o i c e s  t h a t  need t o  b e  p a i d  b e f o r e  t h e  
Feast w i l l  have t o  b e  t o  t h e  Accounting D e p t .  by September 2 0  t o  i n s u r e  
payment w i t h i n  t h e  l as t  week b e f o r e  t h e  Feast. 

The expense a l l o t m e n t  checks t h a t  would normally be  mailed about  October 1 2  
w i l l  probably be mailed on October 1 9 .  The November checks w i l l  b e  mai led  
a t  t h e  normal t i m e .  

- C e n t r a l  C l e a r i n g  Account 

By way o f  a reminder ,  t h e  p ink  c o p i e s  of  t h e  C e n t r a l  C l e a r i n g  Account checks 
need t o  be  k e p t  p e r m a n e n t l .  w i t h  t h e  Church a r e a  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  w r i t t e n  
for .  I n  o t h e r  words, when c l e a n i n g  o u t  your  o f f i c e ,  do n o t  throw them 
away--keep them. I f  you are be ing  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  g i v e  t h e  pink s l i p s  t o  t h e  
new p a s t o r :  do n o t  t a k e  them w i t h  you. 

A l s o ,  p l e a s e  remember t o  send i n  t h e  yel low Expense Report  s l i p s  as soon 
as p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  w r i t i n g  a C e n t r a l  C l e a r i n g  Account check. Our g o a l  i s  
t o  reduce t h e  amount on t h e  Except ion Report  t o  a r easonab le  f i g u r e .  The 
on ly  way w e  can do t h i s  i s  by r e c e i v i n g  t h e  yel low s l i p s  promptly from you. 

W e  do a p p r e c i a t e  a l l  t h e  h e l p  you have been giving"us. 
--Joe Tkach 

FURTHER PREPARATIONS FOR THE C H I N A  T R I P  

( E d i t o r ' s  N o t e :  A s  r e p o r t e d  b e f o r e ,  M r .  Rader h a s  been making c o n t a c t s  
and arrangements  w i t h  Chinese government and u n i v e r s i t y  o f f i c i a l s  i n  pre-  
p a r a t i o n  f o r  M r .  Armstrong 's  momentous t r i p  t o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Republ ic  of 
China. Fol lowing i s  a news r e l e a s e  d a t e d  August 31 ,  g i v i n g  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  
of M r .  Rade r ' s  r e c e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  on M r .  Armstrong 's  b e h a l f . )  
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- Date l ine - -Pek ing  

S t a n l e y  R a d e r ,  e x e c u t i v e  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  Ambassador I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C u l t u r a l  
Founda t ion  w a s  honored  t h i s  week by t h e  Ch inese  government a n d  P e k i n g  
U n i v e r s i t y .  The honor  w a s  an  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  s p e a k  t o  t h e  f a c u l t y  and  s t u d e n t s  
of  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e k i n g ,  w i t h  a n o t h e r  s p e c i a l  l e c t u r e  t o  be g i v e n  t o  t h e  
Department  of  Law.  

M r .  Rader ,  p r e s e n t l y  v i s i t i n g  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a c c e p t e d  
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  i n v i t a t i o n  and  spoke  on t h e  l a w ,  t h e  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m ,  and  
t h e  American l awyer .  

Rader, n o t e d  American l awyer  and  former p r o f e s s o r  o f  l a w  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
of S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  who h o l d s  t h e  O r d e r  of t h e  C o i f ,  w a s  warmly r e c e i v e d .  
Shou ld  t i m e  p e r m i t ,  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  o t h e r  l e a d i n g  u n i v e r s i t i e s  
w i l l  b e  a c c e p t e d .  

- PUBLISHING SERVICES UPDATE 

The l a t e s t  a v a i l a b l e  f i g u r e s  from o u r  PLAIN TRUTH i n s e r t  t es t  i n  t h e  San 
Diego Union have  shown t h a t  t h i s  h a s  doub led  PLAIN TRUTH p e n e t r a t i o n  i n  
t h i s  area. T h i s  b r i n g s  San Diego t o  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  average. 

A l s o  o f  . i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  16-page newss tand  e d i t i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  
i n t r o d u c e d  i n  May b e c a u s e  o f  b u d g e t a r y  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  h a s  shown t o  p u l l  
greater r e s p o n s e  t h a n  t h e  March and  A p r i l  32-page e d i t i o n s .  

--Roger L i p p r o s s ,  P u b l i s h i n g  S e r v i c e s  Di rec tor  

SU.MMER MAIL CGNTINUES UP 

U s u a l l y  m a i l  f l ow s l o w s  down d u r i n g  t h e  summer months.  However, m a i l  f o r  
b o t h  o f  t h e  months of J u l y  a n d  August  h a s  h e l d  up w e l l  t h i s  y e a r .  I n  f a c t ,  
t h e  m a i l  c o u n t  f o r  t h e  month of  August  (as  o f  t h e  2 8 t h )  i s  a b o u t  4 %  h i g h e r  
t h a n  i t  w a s  l a s t  y e a r  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  Combined m a i l  r e c e i p t s  f o r  b o t h  t h e  
Pasadena  and  Tucson o f f i c e s  now s t a n d  a t  137 ,123  l e t t e r s  t h r o u g h  August  2 8 .  

There  i s  no o n e  s i n g l e  i t e m  which i s  b r i n g i n g  i n  t h e  s t r o n g  m a i l .  A number 
o f  o u r  m a i l i n g s  a re  d o i n g  w e l l :  

A l e t t e r  t o  PLAIN TRUTH s u b s c r i b e r s  which o f f e r e d  t h e  b o o k l e t s  "What 
D o  You Mean--Born Aga in?" ,  "What W i l l  You B e  L i k e  I n  The R e s u r r e c t i o n ? " ,  
"What D o  You Mean Conver s ion?"  and  "You N e e d  God's  Holy S p i r i t . "  

PT s u b s c r i p t i o n  r e n e w a l s .  

Responses  t o  t h e  " L i t e r a t u r e  C a t a l o g "  (which o f f e r s  1 9  p i e c e s  of o u r  
m o s t  p o p u l a r  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  new s u b s c r i b e r s ) .  

Cards from newss tand  d i s p l a y s  are a l so  coming i n .  

A l l  i n  a l l ,  it a d d s  up t o  a s t e a d y  m a i l  p i c t u r e  f o r  u s  d u r i n g  Augus t .  W e  
hope m a i l  volume w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a t  t h i s  good ra te  d u r i n g  t h e  coming months 
also. 

- -Richard R i c e ,  M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  
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MAIL COMMENTS 

Thousands of le t ters  over t h e  p a s t  few months have  re la ted a p p r e c i a t i o n  and  
a s e n s e  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i v e  changes  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h e  Church 
as M r .  Armstrong moves t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  Church f o r  C h r i s t ' s  r e t u r n .  

Many b r e t h r e n  are e x p e r i e n c i n g  a s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e i r  f a i t h  and  r e j u v e -  
n a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s p i r i t  as  t h e y  rediscover t h e  ' ' t r u th ' '  of t h e  B i b l e  and re- 
g a i n  a " f i r s t  love" once  m o r e .  Fo l lowing  are a few t y p i c a l  l e t te rs .  

- - M a i l  P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  G e t t i n g  U s  Back On t h e  Track  

I p r a i s e  you t o  G o d  each day f o r  y o u r  z e a l  and d e d i c a t i o n .  I u s u a l l y  
d o n ' t  comment when I s e n d  i n  my c h e c k s ,  b u t  I p a r t i c u l a r l y  wanted  t o  
t h i s  t i m e .  Thanks f o r  d o i n g  a t r u l y  m a g n i f i c e n t  j ob .  Please c o n t i n u e  
t o  admonish a n d  correct u s ,  f o r  C h r i s t  i s  coming s o o n ,  and  w e  s e e m  t o  
l a c k  t h e  power t o  c l e a n  up o u r  ac t  o n  OE own. Y e t  w e  must .  So s p a r e  
t h e  pablum and f e e d  u s  t h e  h a r d  t r u t h  w e  n e e d  so b a d l y ,  as you have  
a lways  done.  

--David G. Huffman ( N e w  O r l e a n s ,  LA) 

My-husband and I want  t o  t a k e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t h a n k  you w i t h  a l l  
of o u r  h e a r t s  f o r  a l l  t h e  love and c o n c e r n  t h a t  you have  f o r  t h e  Church 
W e  f ee l  t h a t  you are l i k e  a f a t h e r  t o  u s ,  l o v i n g l y  l e a d i n g  u s  i n  t h e  
way w e  s h o u l d  go, i n s t r u c t i n g  us  a n d  expounding  t o  u s  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
G o d  wan t s  u s  t o  l e a r n .  

I t  must ,  a t  t i m e s ,  s e e m  v e r y  d i s c o u r a g i n g  t o  you when you v i e w  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  Church i n  t h e  U.S. B u t  w e  want  you t o  know t h a t  many, 
many b r e t h r e n  are  becoming s t r o n g e r  i n  t h e  f a i t h  by  w a t c h i n g  y o u r  
s t r o n g  and  l o y a l  example.  

God i n d e e d  is  on H i s  t h rone : ! !  And t h r o u g h  y o u r  e f f o r t s  H e  w i l l  s e t  
H i s  Church back  o n  t r a c k .  Thanks a m i l l i o n !  What m o r e  can  w e  s a y ?  
Hang i n  t h e r e !  F i g h t  t h e  good f i g h t !  Keep on  swing ing  l i k e  you have  
f o r  a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  t h r o u g h  t r i a l s  and  t r o u b l e s .  

- - M r .  & M r s .  David Harr is  (Pasadena ,  CA) 

B e  a s s u r e d  we are  b e h i n d  you i n  p r a y e r  and  o u r  s u p p o r t .  Where would 
w e  be wi*out you? Because  o f  y o u r  sacrifices and f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  G o d  
and  His E b t h  t h r o u g h o u t  y o u r  l i f e ,  G o d  w a s  able t o  c a l l  u s .  Because 
o f  y o u r  Sbgged d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  I can  have  hope i n  C h r i s t .  For t h i s ,  
I t h a n k  you.  

- -Linaa  C.  H o l l e y  (Akron, OH) 

I feel so much bet ter  s p i r i t u a l l y  and  p h y s i c a l l y  now t h a t  you are 
g e t t i n g  God's  Church back  o n  t h e  t r a c k .  I d o n ' t  f a i l  t o  t h a n k  G o d  
f o r  you and  p r a y  t h a t  H e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  you  p h y s i c a l l y  
and  s p i r i t u a l l y .  

"The ar t ic les  i n  The GOOD NEWS and PLAIN TRUTH are so i n t e r e s t i n g  
now--like o l d  t i m e s .  I c a n  h a r d l y  p u t  them down u n t i l  I h a v e  devoured  
eve ryone  of them. 

- - M r s .  Margaret Gipson (Dawson, T X )  
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Thank you so v e r y  much f o r  l e t t i n g  G o d  u s e  you t o  se t  t h e  Church and 
College back  o n  t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k .  Every  a r t i c l e  you w r i t e  i s  l i k e  a 
b r e a t h  o f  f r e s h  a i r ;  l i k e  wine poured  on an  i n f e c t e d  wound, s t i n g i n g ,  
y e t  c l e a n i n g  and h e a l i n g  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  

We've been i n  t h e  Church 1 9  y e a r s  and  j u s t  f l o a t e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  t i m e s ,  
becoming m o r e  and m o r e  con fused  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s  as e v e r y t h i n g  w e  
t h o u g h t  w e  knew and  u n d e r s t o o d  w a s  s h o t  t h r o u g h  w i t h  h o l e s .  Now t h e  
bas ic  t r u t h s  are renewed and  t h e  t r u t h  i s  s i m p l e  and b e a u t i f u l  as  i t  
w a s  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  Thank you a g a i n  and a g a i n .  

- - M r .  & M r s .  L a r r y  S h a l l e n b e y e r  (Mishawaka, I N )  

W e  a re  b e h i n d  you and  t h e  Work loo%! So are  a l l  o f  t h e  b r e t h r e n  whom 
w e  know. W e  h a v e  been e x c i t e d  a b o u t  how s t r o n g  y o u r  sermons have  c o m e  
o u t  f o r  o u r  need  t o  p r e p a r e  o u r s l e v e s  as t h e  b r i d e  of C h r i s t  f o r  H i s  
r e t u r n .  Keep up t h e  good work! 

- -Michael  Osborne (Brandon,  M S )  

I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  t h e  end  t i m e  and t h a t  w e  a l l  need  more t i m e  on  o u r  
knees  b e f o r e  God. Thank God f o r  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  H e  g i v e s  t h r o u g h  you.  
God ' s  w i l l  i s  t o  make H i s  Church r e a d y  f o r  C h r i s t ' s  r e t u r n .  God h e l p  
us  t o  see t h a t  and  be  f e r v e n t  and  d i l i g e n t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  draw closer 
t o  H i s  power. 

-- Hasadore H a l l  J r .  (Lex ing ton  K Y )  

Your a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  GOOD NEWS carr ied a t r emendous ly  power fu l  
i m p a c t  t o  m e  p e r s o n a l l y  ( "Now C h r i s t  Moves S w i f t l y  t o  Make Church 
Ready" ) .  Somehow God, t h r o u g h  t h a t  a r t i c l e ,  made m e  f e e l  my own re- 
s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  g e t  t h e  s p o t s  and  w r i n k l e s  and  b l e m i s h e s  o u t  of m e ,  i n  
a way I h a d  n e v e r  u n d e r s t o o d  before." 

- 

Thank you v e r y  much f o r  m o r e  b l e s s i n g s  t h a n  I can coun t - -bu t  e s p e c i a l l y  
f o r  t h a t  a r t i c l e  and  y o u r  l e t t e r s . "  

- - M r s .  N e t t i e  H e r z i g  (Pasadena ,  CA)  

INTERNATIONAL NEWS - 

The Car ibbean--Hurr icane  Update  

L a s t  week H u r r i c a n e  "David,  I' c o n s i d e r e d  by weathermen t h e  m o s t  s e v e r e  
h u r r i c a n e  of t h e  c e n t u r y  i n  t h a t  area,  s w i r l e d  i n  f r o m  t h e  A t l a n t i c  and  c u t  
a swath  o f  damage t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  Car ibbean .  

Many o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  undoub ted ly  have  f a c e d  o n e  o f  t h e  g r i m e s t  weeks o f  
their l i v e s ,  b u t  on  t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  God's hand h a s  so e v i d e n t l y  been s e e n  
in t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a f f o r d e d  them d u r i n g  t h e  dange r .  

d 

I n  Barbados t h e  h u r r i c a n e  headed  d i r e c t l y  a t  t h e  i s l a n d  where M r .  B a s s  had  
assembled  t h e  Car ibbean  m i n i s t e r s  f o r  a min i - confe rence .  John  H a l f o r d  w a s  
a t t e n d i n g  e n  r o u t e  f rom a series o f  church  l e a d e r s h i p  and  service s e m i n a r s  
i n  T r i n a d a d .  A t  t h e  l a s t  moment, h u r r i c a n e  "David" v e e r e d  away and j u s t  
b a t t e r e d  t h e  i s l a n d s  w i t h  s t r o n g  winds .  However, i t  t h e n  p a s s e d  o v e r  
n o r t h e r n  M a r t i n i q u e  and  s o u t h e r n  Dominica. 
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I n  Mar t in ique  w e  have ove r  1 4 0  members, m o s t  of whom l i v e  i n  t h e  sou the rn  
a r e a  of t h e  is land.  
a t  t h e  services i n  t h e i r  own church building--undamaged by t h e  storm. 
Although p r i v a t e  gardens  and p l a n t a t i o n s  had been damaged, no members had 
been i n j u r e d  n o r  had any of t h e i r  homes been damaged. A miracle, cons ider inc  
t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  around! 

On Sabbath 1st September, they  a l l  were accounted f o r  

- 

I n  Dominica (approximate ly  2 5  m e m b e r s )  , t h e  h u r r i c a n e  d e v a s t a t e d  t h e  i s l a n d .  
The banana and coconut c rops  have been e l i m i n a t e d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t w o  y e a r s  
and s e v e r e  economic t i m e s  l i e  ahead. The c a p i t a l ,  Rosean, w a s  s e v e r a l y  
damaged, however m o s t  of o u r  members l i v e  i n  scattered r u r a l  areas of t h e  
i s l a n d .  Communications are c u t  and t h e  one road  from t h e  a i r p o r t  t o  Rosean 
was s t i l l  be ing  c l e a r e d  o f  d e b r i s .  M r .  B a s s  (Regional  D i r e c t o r  f o r  t h e  
Caribbean)  was unable  t o  g e t  i n .  However, he  hopes t o  b e  a b l e  t o  p e r s o n a l l y  
v i s i t  t h e  members l a te r  t h i s  week  and e v a l u a t e  t h e i r  needs then .  

On Guadaloupe, t h e r e  w a s  much damage t o o ,  b u t  a l l  t h e  members (approximate ly  
25) w e r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  be f i n e  and i n  no d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The h u r r i c a n e  then  
headed f o r  t h e  Dominican Republ ic  and H a i t i  on t h e  i s l a n d  of H i span io la .  

I n  t h e  Dominican Republ ic ,  which was widely d e v a s t a t e d ,  t h e  a i rpo r t  i s  n o t  
y e t  open and w e  presume t h e  t h r e e  members t h e r e  are f i n e  as  t h e  area i n  
which they  l i v e  w a s  n o t  i n d i c a t e d  t o  be t h e  w o r s t  h i t .  

I n  -- Puerko - R i c o ,  no members have been s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t e d .  There i s  s e v e r e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  damage running t o  $75-100 m i l l i o n  and f l o o d i n g  i s  expec ted  t o  
f o l l o w  as t h e  less s e v e r e  h u r r i c a n e  " F r e d e r i c "  now p a s s e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

A f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  w i l l  be  inc luded  nex t  week when w e  have m o r e  i n fo rma t ion .  

South A f r i c a  - 

Mail income f o r  J u l y  h a s  been very  encouraging ,  ma in ta in ing  a 1 4 %  i n c r e a s e  
ove r  l a s t  J u l y .  T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  on ly  f i r s t  t i t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t h a t  have 
been s e n t  through t h e  m a i l  t o  us .  

W e  have r e c e n t l y  c o n t a c t e d  9700  P L A I N  TRUTH r e a d e r s  who d i d  n o t  renew t h e i r  
s u b s c r i p t i o n s  back i n  1978 .  
of t h e  P L A I N  TRUTH magazine. Many had moved, so t h e  a c t u a l  response  ra te  
from t h o s e  who r e c e i v e d  t h e  o f f e r  may be  cons ide rab ly  h i g h e r .  W e  f e e l  t h e s e  
subscribers are especial ly  v a l u a b l e  since they  a l r e a d y  have a basic knowl- 
l edge  of  what we t e a c h  and what o u r  Work i s  a l l  about .  With t h e  r e v i t a l i z e d  
c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  P L A I N  TRUTH, w e  are hoping a number of  t h z s e  people  w i l l  
react  very  p o s i t i v e l y  t o  it. 

W e  are happy t o  say  13% reques t ed  f u r t h e r  cop ie s  

The 8600  le t ters  and c a r d s  w e  r e c e i v e d  i n  J u l y  b r i n g s  o u r  year - to-da te  t o t a l  
t o  6 1 , 6 0 0 .  T h i s  is 70% of t h e  t o t a l  incoming m a i l f o r  1978. I f  t h e  c u r r e n t  
t r e n d  c o n t i n u e s ,  we w i l l  r e c e i v e  2 0 %  m o r e  m a i l  i n  1 9 7 9  t han  1 9 7 8 1  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  seven months of t h i s  y e a r  w e  s e n t  o u t  140,000 i t e m s  o f  m a i l ,  
which i s  1 0 %  above what w e  p r o j e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  T h i s  i s  
p a r t l y  due t o  a number of  ex t ra  renewal p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w e  dec ided  t o  use  t o  
i n c r e a s e  t h e  PLAIN TRUTH m a i l i n g  l ist .  

New Zealand 

God i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  b l e s s  t h e  New Zealand Work w i t h  a ve ry  f i n e  i n c r e a s e  
i n  m a i l  and income. M a i l  d u r i n g  J u l y  quadrupled  t h a t  r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
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s a m e  month l a s t  y e a r ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  y e a r - t o - d a t e  m a i l  f i g u r e  t o  98 .5% h i g h e r  
t h a n  f o r  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d  i n  1978. W e  have  so  f a r  r e c e i v e d  49,000 i t e m s  of 
m a i l  d u r i n g  1979--already s u r p a s s i n g  t h e  amount r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  y e a r  
o f  19781 Income f o r  J u l y  w a s  3 0 . 1 %  up on  July l a s t  y e a r ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  y e a r -  
t o - d a t e  income f i g u r e  t o  a v e r y  e n c o u r a g i n g  p l u s  3 0 . 6 % .  

The major r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  mass ive  i n f l u x  o f  m a i l  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  months 
h a s  been  o u r  promot ion  o f  - The PLAIN TRUTH and  The D i l e m m a  of Drugs by a 
c o n c e n t r a t e d  program of h o u s e h o l d e r  c a r d s ,  newspaper  and  magazine a d s ,  and 
r a d i o  s p o t  ads. T h i s  a d v e r t i s i n g  campaign h a s  now b r o u g h t  i n  over 28,000 
r e s p o n s e s ,  a t  a c o s t - p e r - r e s p o n s e  of $ 1 . 6 7 ,  M o s t  of t h e s e  r e p r e s e n t  b r a n d  
new P l a i n  T r u t h  r e a d e r s ,  b r i n g i n g  o u r  c u r r e n t  m a i l i n g  l i s t  t o  43,500--more 
t h a n  d o u b l e  what  i t  w a s  j u s t  three months ago! All o f  t h e s e  new r e a d e r s  
are  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  s p e c i a l  i n t r o d u c t o r y  e d i t i o n  of The P L A I N  TRUTH, p rovid j .ng  
them w i t h  an  e x c e l l e n t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  message- have  t o  g i v e .  

We're happy t o  be a b l e  t o  r e p o r t  f i n e  f i g u r e s  f o r  c h u r c h  growth ,  too .  With 
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of s e v e n  n e w  c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  o u t l y i n g  areas over t h e  l a s t  
1 2  months,  c h u r c h  a t t e n d a n c e  h a s  r i s e n  by 4 4 % .  B a p t i z e d  membership i s  up 
by 8% s i n c e  J u l y  1 9 7 9 ,  and  t h e  number of co-workers  i n c r e a s e d  by a p l e a s i n g  
84%. 

--Compiled by R o d  Matthews,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O f f i c e  


