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C H U R C H  F O R C E D  T O  S U E  G T A  

Upon  a d v i c e  o f  t h e  W o r l d w i d e  C h u r c h  o f  
God a t t o r n e y ,  R a l p h  H e f g e ,  a n d  t h e  C h u r c h ’ s  
a t t o r n e y s  E r - v i n ,  C O ~ W  & J e s s u p ,  I h a y e  a p p r o v e d  
a l a w s u i t  f a r  t h e  r e c w e r p  o f  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n a l  
a n d  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p r o p e r t y ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  
b e t w e e n  f i f t e e n  a n d  twcnt j !  p l a i n  b r o w n  c a r d -  
b o a r d  b o x e s .  

T h e s e  b o x e s  c o n t a i n  s e n s i t i v e  2 n d  
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c o n f  i c i e n t i a i  m a t e r i a l s ,  i n  
c l u d i n g  f z s t c t r - r J e . n e r - a ’ 1 ’ s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o r t f  i c i e n -  
t i a l  s p i r i t u a l  p a p e r s .  

T h i s  s u i t  w a s  m a d e  necessary b y  Mr. G a r n e r  
T e d  A m s t r o n g ‘ s  r e f u s a l  t o  r e t u r n  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  
t o  i t s  o w n e r s ,  t h e  W o r l d w i d e  C h u r c h  o f  G o d ,  

m i n d  g o n e ,  a n d  t h a t  I k n b w  n o t h i n g  o f  t h i s  
s u i t  or  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n ,  T h e  l i v i n g  J e s u s  
C h r i s t  i s  t h e  a c t i v e  H E A D  o f  t h i s  C h u r c h ,  d i -  
r e c t i n g  i t  t h r o u g h  H i s  c h o s e n  a p o s t l e .  J e s u s  
C h r i s t  i s  d i r e c t i n g  2 1 3  s u c h  ratters t h r o u g h  

1 X y  s o n  i s  a l l e g i n g  t h a t  I 3% s e n i l e ,  my 

T h e  a b o v e  s i g n a t u r e  w a s  p e n n e d  b y  m e  
p e r  s o a a  11 y , 

( N o t e :  The  a b o v e  l e t t e r  f r o m  M r .  A r m s t r o n g  w a s  s e n t  ove r  t h e  “ Q V I ? ”  mach- 
i n e  hookup b e t w e e n  h i s  home i n  Tucson and t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Office i n  P a s a d e n a .  



CHURCH SUES TO RETRIEVE CONFIDENTIAL PAPERS FROM GTA 

A s  M r .  Armstrong s a y s  i n  h i s  l e t t e r ,  t h e  Church h a s  f i . l e d  a l a w s u i t  
a s k i n g  t h e  c o u r t s  t o  f o r c e  G a r n e r  Ted Armstrong t o  r e t u r n  1 5  t o  2 0  
boxes o f  c o n f i d e n t i a l  documents and  p a p e r s  t o  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  adminis -  
t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s .  S i n c e  he  i s  d i s f e l l o w s h i p p e d  and no  l o n g e r  i n  t h e  
employ of  t h e  Church,  Ted Armstrong h a s  no l e g a l  r i g h t  t o  p o s s e s s  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  m a t e r i a l ,  f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t s ,  a c c o u n t i n g s ,  
l e d g e r s  and r e c o r d s - - a l l  o f  which are  p l a i n l y  Church p r o p e r t y .  

Un.der C a l i f o r n i a  l a w  an  employee h a s  no  r i g h t  t o  t a k e  w i t h  him t h e  
e m p l o y e r ' s  p r o p e r t y  when h e  l e a v e s  o r  i s  t e r m i n a t e d .  T h i s  s t a t u t e  
i s  based  on t h e  well-known p r i n c i p l e  of  l a w  t h a t  f o r b i d s  an  a g e n t  
o r  t r u s t e e  f r o m  u s i n g  t h e  " t r u s t  p r o p e r t y "  o r  l lpowers"  c o n f e r r e d  o n  
him f o r  any u n a u t h o r i z e d  b e n e f i t  e i t h e r  d u r i n g  o r  a f t e r  h i s  employment. 

F u r t h e r ,  a C a l i f o r n i a  c o u r t  h a s  h e l d  t h a t  even where a t r u s t e e  of a 
church  a rgued  h e  w a s  i m p r o p e r l y  removed, t h e  church  p r o p e r t y  i n  h i s  
p o s s e s s i o n  by v i r t u e  of h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  m u s t  be  r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e  c h u r c h .  

THE CHURCH'S OFFER TO GTA WAS TOTALLY PROPER 

111 a r e c e n t  newspaper i n t e r v i e w  Ted Armstrong s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  
document which migh t  b e  wor th  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  he  h a s  i n  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n  
i s  t h e  l e t t e r  i n  which h e  was o f f e r e d  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  a y e a r  " t o  k e e p  my mouth 
s h u t . "  H e  h a s  on p r e v i o u s  o c c a s i o n s  l i k e n e d  t h e  Work 's  o f f e r  o f  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  
a y e a r  t o  "hush  money." 

Garner  Ted Armstrong has  chosen  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  g e n e r o u s  o f f e r  made 
" f o r  t h e  good y e a r s "  as somehow e v i l  and  h i g h l y  i r r e g u l a r .  H e  s h o u l d  
n o t i c e  a r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  i n  T i m e  magazine.  The " r e l i g i o n "  s e c t i o n  of 
T i m e  t o l d  o f  a l a r g e  P r o t e s t a n t  West German c h u r c h ,  t h e  Un i t ed  Evangel-  
i c a l  Lu the ran  Church (which i n c l u d e s  h a l f  t h a t  n a t i o n ' s  P r o t e s t a n t s )  , 
which un f rocked  t h e  " R e v . "  P a u l  S c h u l t z  f o r  h e r e s y .  H e  w a s  a L u t h e r a n  
p a s t o r  for y e a r s  i n  Hamburg. "The church  h a r d l y  r u s h e d  t o  judgment , "  
-- T i m e  s a i d .  " A f t e r  y e a r s  of  o f f i c i a l  ' d i s c u s s i o n s '  t h a t  p roved  f r u i t l e s s ,  
fo rma l  p r o c e e d i n g s  a g a i n s t  him began i n  1 9 7 6 . "  

The Lu the ran  p a s t o r  w a s  f o r b i d d e n ,  by t h e  c h u r c h ,  t o  p r e a c h  o r  a d m i n i s t e r  
t h e  s a c r a m e n t s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  y e a r s  of documented h e r e s y  and  b e h a v i o r  con- 
t r a r y  t o  one supposed  t o  uphold  t h e  b e l i e f s  of  t h e  c h u r c h ,  " H e  i s  ex- 
p e c t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a $12 ,000-a-year  s t i p e n d  i f  h e  shuns  a n t i - c h u r c h  ac t -  
i v i t i e s "  ( T i m e ,  A p r i l  2 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  page  8 9 ,  emphas is  o u r s ) .  

-- 

I t  w a s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  T i m e  a r t i c l e  t h a t  he  had " r e f u s e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  between h i s  t e a c h i n g s  and e x c e r c i s i n g  h i s  o f f i c e . "  Never- 
t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  w e r e  go ing  t o  g i v e  t h i s  h e r e t i c  and  fo rmer  p a s t o r  i n  t h e  
Lu the ran  church  a s t i p e n d  I F  h e  d i d n ' t  f i g h t  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  which he  had 
been a m i n i s t e r !  So t h e  o f f e r  t o  Ted Armstrong by G o d ' s  Church i s  c l e a r l y  
- not an unheard of g e s t u r e - - j u s t  a l i t t l e  m o r e  g e n e r o u s .  


