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EX-MINISTER BUCKLES UNDER CROSS-EXAMINATION 

A major b l o w  t o  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  and  d i s s i d e n t  ex-members 
w a s  s t r u c k  r e c e n t l y .  Benjamin Chapman, d i s f e l l o w s h i p p e d  ex -min i s t e r  o f  
t h e  Worldwide Church of God and a major l i n k  i n  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  and  p l a n -  
ned  t a k e  o v e r  o f  t h e  Church ,  b u c k l e d  under  c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n  by c h u r c h  
a t t o r n e y s .  

I n  a d e p o s i t i o n  b e i n g  t a k e n  l a t e  Monday, A p r i l  9 ,  M r .  Chapman unde r  close 
q u e s t i o n i n g  by one  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  a t t o r n e y s ,  M a r s h a l l  Morgan, p a n i c k e d  
and s a i d  h e  now needed  a l awyer  t o  r e p r e s e n t  him. M r .  Chapman had ear- 
l i e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  have  a lawyer  p r e s e n t ,  and  had  no need  t o  have  
a lawyer  p r e s e n t .  M r .  Chapman w a s  reminded t h a t  he w a s  a l r e a d y  i n  con- 
t e m p t  of the  subpoena and s u b s e q u e n t  j u d g e ' s  o r d e r  t o  appear, b u t  he w a s  
a l l o w e d  t o  l e a v e  upon agreement  t o  come back A p r i l  23 .  

M r .  Rader  s t a t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  "it became v e r y  a p p a r e n t  M r .  
Chapman w a s  a v e r y  much i n v o l v e d  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  t o  d e p r i v e  t h e  
Church,  i t s  l e a d e r s h i p  and i t s  members of t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s . "  

A l s o  d u r i n g  t'le d e p o s i t i o n ,  r e c o u n t e d  M r .  Rade r ,  Deputy A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  
Lauren B r a i n a r d  t o o k  e x c e p t i o n  t o  M r .  Rader h a v i n g  t o  remind him t h a t  
(a )  h e  d i d  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  M r .  Chapman, ( b )  t h a t  h e  had a d m i t t e d  he  d i d  n o t  
r e p r e s e n t  M r .  Chapman, ( c )  h e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a d v i s i n g  M r .  
Chapman, ( d )  o u r  l a w y e r s  w e r e  g e t t i n g  t i r e d  of r emind ing  him of  what  t h e  
l a w  w a s ,  and  p l a y i n g  " c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  b a r , "  whereupon,  h e  
t h r e a t e n e d  M r .  Rader w i t h  p h y s i c a l ,  b o d i l y  harm by h i s  manner and  by h i s  
s t a t e m e n t ,  which was an  e p i t h e t .  M r .  Rader  s a i d  t h a t  " w e  are c o n s i d e r i n g  
b r i n g i n g  an  a c t i o n  o f  a s s a u l t  as w e l l  a s  an  a c t i o n  t o  r e c u s e  him" / z h a l -  
l e n g e  him as p r e j u d i c e d ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  i n c o m p e t e n t  t o  act7. - 

- 

M r .  Rader  commented t h a t  ' 'our  l a w y e r s  have  been t r y i n g  from t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
t o  g e t  t h e  S t a t e  t o  t e l l  u s  who t h e y  r e p r e s e n t ,  and  who t h e y  d o n ' t  re- 
p r e s e n t .  A month o r  so ago w e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o r c h e s t r a t e d  a 
c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  t o  keep  a l l  o f  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  t h a t  w e  had subpoenaed f o r  
d e p o s i t i o n s  from a p p e a r i n g .  And now w e  f e l t  t h a t  M r .  B r a i n a r d ,  a l t h o u g h  
h e  a d m i t t e d  h e  did n o t  r e p r e s e n t  Chapman, w a s  a c t i n g  a s  though h e  did. 
W e  d o n ' t  care i f  he d o e s , "  c o n t i n u e d  M r .  Rade r ,  " w e  f e e l  i t  would b e  a 
b r e a k  i f  h e  d i d .  W e  even  i n v i t e d  B r a i n a r d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  Chapman, b u t  t h e  
p o i n t  w a s ,  h e  d i d n ' t  r e p r e s e n t  Mr. Chapman: t h e r e f o r e ,  h e  s h o u l d  - n o t  have  
been c o n s t a n t l y  a d v i s i n g  him. I' 

- 

TAXPAYERS' LAWSUIT LOSES ROUND I N  L . A .  SUPERIOR COURT 

On Tuesday ,  A p r i l  1 0 ,  L o s  Angeles  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  Judge  Vernon F o s t e r  d e a l t  
a se t  back  t o  t h e  " t a x p a y e r s '  l a w s u i t "  f i l e d  by e l e v e n  t a x p a y e r s  ( a l l  
members o f  God's Church i n  C a l i f o r n i a )  s e v e r a l  weeks ago.  The s u i t  con- 
t e s t e d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  u s i n g  t a x  monies  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  and  h a r r a s s  t h e  Worldwide Church of God unde r  s e c t i o n  9505 o f  
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  C o r p o r a t i o n s  Code. The A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  r e l i e d  on s e c t i o n  
9505 as  h i s  sole a u t h o r i t y  f o r  h i s  l a w s u i t  ( S t a t e  v s .  Worldwide Church 
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o f  G o d )  which i n c l u d e d  t h e  demand f o r  a f r e e - w h e e l i n g  search o f  any and 
a l l  r e c o r d s  of God's Church. 

S e c t i o n  9 5 0 5  a p p l i e s  t o  c h a r i t a b l e  t r u s t s ,  b u t  does  n o t  - ment ion  c h u r c h e s .  
The A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  c h u r c h e s  are " c h a r i t a b l e  t r u s t s ,  'I b u t  
it is t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  t a x p a y e r s '  l a w s u i t  t h a t  IF 9505 i s  a p p l i e d  
so as t o  i n c l u d e  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  s e c t i o n  i s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and  i n  v i o l a t i o n  
of t h e  f i r s t  amendment. 

God's  Church,  as are many o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
as a " n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n "  i n  o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  on i t s  b u s i n e s s  a f f a i r s  
and t o  e n j o y  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  tax-exempt s t a t u s  of  a church .  I t  h a s  
a lways compl ied  w i t h  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  n o n - p r o f i t  c o r p o i , a t i o n  l a w s  o f  C a l i f -  
o r n i a .  The t a x p a y e r ' s  a t t o r n e y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  t h e  c o u r t  t h a t  p r o f i t -  
making c o r p o r a t i o n s  -- and c h u r c h e s  t h a t  have  n e v e r  been  i n c o r p o r a t e d  -- 
do n o t  e x p e r i e n c e  such  e x c e s s i v e  s c r u t i n y ,  and  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no r e a s o n  
t o  assume t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c h u r c h e s  need more w a t c h i n g  t h a n  o t h e r  e n t i t i e s .  

The a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  t a x p a y e r s  c a l l e d  t h e  c o u r t ' s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  U . S .  
Supreme C o u r t  d e c i s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  Lemon v s .  Kurstman. I n  t h i s  1971 case 
a p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l  welcomed t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  s t a t e  a id .  The church-  
r e l a t e d  s c h o o l  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  m e e t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  
t h e  much needed  funds  which w a s  a s u b j e c t - t o - a u d i t  r u l e .  Even though t h e  
church  s c h o o l  was w i l l i n g ,  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  s a i d ,  " N O ,  t h i s  a r r angemen t  
w i l l  mean e x c e s s i v e  e n t a n g l e m e n t  between government  and  r e l i g i o n .  I' The 
Supreme C o u r t  r u l e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  examining  t h e  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l ' s  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  which e x p e n d i t u r e s  w e r e  r e l i g i o u s  and which w e r e  s e c u l a r .  

The judge  a s k e d  i f  t h e  m e m b e r s  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  l a w s u i t  w e r e  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  
t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  Church. The a t t o r n e y  r e p l i e d  , " Y e s  , - and t h e m s e l v e s .  'I 
Members have  r i g h t s  o f  p r i v a c y  t o  p r o t e c t .  F o r  example ,  t h e r e  would b e  
no  p r i v a c y  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  co r re spondence  w i t h  t h e  Church c o n c e r n i n g  
s p i r i t u a l  matters i f  t h e y  w e r e  exposed  t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e x a m i n a t i o n  and 
c o n f i s c a t i o n  o f  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  wanted.  

Judge  F o s t e r  d e n i e d  t h e  t a x p a y e r ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a p r e l i m i n a r y  i n j u n c t i o n ,  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  want  t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n g s  of 
a n o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Church had n o t  s t r e s s e d  t h i s  mat te r  
i n  i t s  own p r o c e e d i n g s  t h u s  f a r  and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i s  where h e  would l i k e  
t o  see it  a d d r e s s e d .  I t  i s  y e t  t o  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  t a x p a y e r ' s  a t t o r n e y  
j u s t  what f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  can  and s h o u l d  be t a k e n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  
s u i t .  

ANOTHER CHURCH R A I D E D  I N  CALIFORNIA 

Another  c h u r c h  i n  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  w a s  r a i d e d  by t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i c e !  Thursday  morning,  A p r i l  5 t h ,  a s e a r c h  w a r r a n t  w a s  s e r v e d  on 
Morningland Church o f  t h e  Ascended C h r i s t  i n  Long Beach. S t a t e  a g e n t s ,  
accompanied by 1 4  un i formed Long Beach p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ,  e n t e r e d  t h e  church  
and  began g o i n g  t h r o u g h  i t s  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s ,  s e i z i n g  any and  a l l  t h a t  
t h e y  chose .  The o r i g i n a l  a l l e g a t i o n  by t h e  S t a t e  w a s  t h a t  t h e  Church had  
made an  " i l l e g a l  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n , "  and so t h e y  w e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  
t h e  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  c l a i m .  

Meanwhile, t h e  s a m e  day across town, o t h e r  s t a t e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  l i t e r a l l y  
r a n s a c k e d  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  a t t o r n e y  who r e p r e s e n t e d  t h i s  c h u r c h ,  
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as w e l l  as a n o t h e r  church  ( F a i t h  C e n t e r  which o p e r a t e s  c h a n n e l  3 0 ) .  The 
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  h a d  been  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  F a i t h  C e n t e r  before h e  descended  
on The Worldwide Church,  b u t  had been  t h w a r t e d  by a " N O ,  n o ,  w e  w o n ' t  
show" r e s i s t a n c e  t o  h i s  o f f i c e ' s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g e s t a p o - t y p e  a t t e m p t  
t o  r ev iew t h e i r  r e c o r d s .  

I n  t h e  r a i d e d  a t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i ce s  w e r e  t h e  p r i v a t e  f i l e s  of o v e r  o n e  
t h o u s a n d  c l i e n t s .  Because t h e  a t t o r n e y  made a q u i c k  c a l l  and  got  camera 
and  sound crews over t o  h i s  o f f i c e s ,  he  h a s  o v e r  s even  h o u r s  wor th  of 
documented p r o o f  showing t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  men o p e n i n g ,  and  even  
i n  some cases t a k i n g ,  p a p e r s  from t h e  f i l e s  of some o f  t h e s e  c l i e n t s  
whose cases are o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e d  pu rpose  o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  T h i s  
c l e a r l y  v i o l a t e d  a t t o r n e y - c l i e n t  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  as w e l l  as  t h e  r i g h t s  
t o  p r i v a c y  of o v e r  1 0 0 0  h e r e t o f o r e  un invo lved  c i t i z e n s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  -- 
and by t h e  h i g h e s t  l a w  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  s ta te !  

A f t e r  t h e  r a i d s  a spokesman f o r  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  George Deukmejian s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  s e a r c h e s  of t h e  l a w  o f f i c e s  w e r e  b e i n g  conduc ted  i n  t h e  i n v e s -  
t i g a t i o n  o f  a c h u r c h .  "We're examining  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  records of Morning- 
l a n d  /Eorn ing land  Church o f  t h e  Ascended C h r i s t 7  and  I ' v e  been t o l d , "  
h e  s a r d ,  " w e ' r e  a l o n g  way from f i l i n g  charges," 
a " f i s h i n g  e x p e d i t i o n "  unde r  t h e  c o l o r  o f  s t a t e  a u t h o r i t y .  

Obv ious ly  t h e y  w e r e  on 

Could i t  be t h a t  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  i s  now i n  so  deep  t h a t  
t h e y  are g o i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e  r a i d i n g  what  some c o n s i d e r  ou t -of - the-main-  
stream c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  hopes  t h e y  w i l l  f i n d  someth ing  somewhere t o  j u s t i f y  
t h e i r  o u t r a g e o u s  a c t i o n s ?  

Church asks stay of receivership 
pending review 

SAN FRANCISCO ( A P )  - The 
Worldwide Church of God asked 
t h e  California Supreme Court 
Thursday for an immediate stay 
of financial receivership proceed- 
ings until the U S .  Supreme Court 
acts on its request for a review of 
the matter. 

The state tribunal on March 22 
denied a request to overturn Los 
Angeles Superior Court orders on 
Jan. 19 appointing a receiver to 
manage the church's finances 
and on March 12 reimposing 
receivership without notice, 
hearinR or evidence. 

Thp Pasadena-based churrh 

said it is going to the U.S Su- 
preme Court "to protect and 
establ ish F i r s t  Amendment 
rights violated by the Jan.  19 and 
March 12 orders." 

The church also claimed the 
lawsuit and receivership was 
causin continuing financial inju- 

million a year. 
The Attorney General's office, 

acting on behalf of complaints 
that funds were allegedly being 
qiphoned from the church, filed 
suit Jan. 2 asking for an account- 
ing from church officials. re- 
placement of directors, appoint- 

ry to L e church in excess of $5 

ment of a receiver and an injunc- 
1 inn against individual defen- 
dants. 

The church said the first re- 
ceiver asked for fees and costs of 
$235,000 "every penny of which 
was incurred for 'services' in- 
flicted on the church against its 
will and to its injury." 

These "services," it alleged, 
included storming the premises 
Jan. 3, confiscating and removing 
thousands of documents without 
inventory and destroying the 
church's previously excellent 
financial standing. 

( E d i t o r ' s  N o t e :  The above AP news release a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  Pasadena  
S t a r - N e w s  on F r i d a y ,  A p r i l  1 3 . )  


