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FRON PASTORAL A D M I N I  STRAT I O N  

D e a r  F e l l o w  M i n i s t e r s :  

G r e e t i n g s  from b e a u t i f u l  Pasadena!  W e  are  h a v i n g  overcast  s k i e s  
t o d a y ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a breeze b lowing  and t h e  snow on t h e  moun ta ins  i s  
c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  w i t h  no smog i n  t h e  a tmosphere!  I t  i s  good f i r e p l a c e  
w e a t h e r ,  and a g l a s s  of r e d  wine t as tes  good i n  t h e  e v e n i n g .  

Thanks so much f o r  t h e  hundreds  of good w i s h e s  and  t h e  encourage -  
ments  expressed t o  m e  by you f e l l o w s  and  y o u r  wives!  I a p p r e c i a t e  i t  
and  w i l l  do my v e r y  best d u r i n g  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  i n  God's Work. 
P l e a s e  p r a y  f o r  a l l  o f  u s  h e r e  a t  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a s  w e  do need e x t r a  
s t r e n g t h  and  gu idance  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

WQ d i d  have  a wonder fu l  m i n i s t e r i a l  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  Tucson ,  and  it 
w a s  good t o  see M r .  Herbert  A r n s t r o n g  so  a c t i v e  and  v i b r a n t  and  a l so  
so p o s i t i v e  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e .  I know many of you w e r e  a b l e  t o  q r e e t  
him p e r s o n a l l y  and  w i l l  no  l o n g e r  wonder a b o u t  him b e i n g  " s e n i l e ! "  The 
g r e a t ,  s w e l l i n g  t i d e  of rumor and  v e r b a l  g a r b a g e  a b o u t  him and  V r .  
Rader i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  s u b s i d e  as t h e  r e a l  f a c t s  come t o  l i g h t .  A l o t  
o f  p e o p l e  r ea l i ze  t h e y  have  been  "had" i n  t h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  d i s c r e d i t  
G o d ' s  apost le  and  t h e  Work. 

W e  on  t h e  P.A.D. t e a m  are h a v i n g  l o n g  m e e t i n g s  e v e r y  day t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  a " h a n d l e "  on t h i n g s  and ,  of c o u r s e ,  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t a n t  
d e l u g e  o f  l e t t e r s ,  m e m o s  and  phone ca l l s  a s k i n g  a l l  manner o f  q u e s t i o n s  
a b o u t  v a r i o u s  aspects o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  crisis.  Th ings  are  g o i n g  w e l l ,  
however,  and  w e  are g r a t e f u l  t h a t  a s m a l l  number o f  m i n i s t e r s  who have  
had  d o c t r i n a l  q u e s t i o n s  o r  who have  j u s t  been  overcome w i t h  "ba t t l e  
f a t i g u e "  h a v e  e i t h e r  chosen  t o  go non-ca ree r  o r  q u i e t l y  r e s i g n  f r o m  
t h e  m i n i s t r y  i n  an h o n o r a b l e  manner. 
f a i r  i n  a l l  o f  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  as w e  p o s s i b l y  can  be .  

W e  want  t o  be as open-minded and 

But  I s i n c e r e l y  feel  t h a t  t h e  vast  m a j o r i t y  of God ' s  m i n i s t r y ,  
wor ldwide ,  i s  s t r o n g e r  now t h a n  i t  h a s  been  f o r  some t i m e .  Because of 
t h e  r e c e n t  c h a l l e n g e s  and a t t a c k s  upon God's Work, many of o u r  m i n i s -  
ters a n d  b r e t h r e n  have  begun t o  r e k i n d l e  a z e a l  and  f e r v e n c y  t h a t  t h e y  
have  n o t  f e l t  for many y e a r s .  And i n  s p i t e  of some bad s i d e  e f f ec t s ,  
r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  a t t a c k s  made on t h e  Work, t h e  W o r l d w i d e  Church of 
G o d  i s  g a i n i n g  n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  and  p u b l i c i t y  t o  a d e g r e e  i t  might  
have  t a k e n  y e a r s  t o  a c q u i r e  by normal  means, and  t h i s  may y e t  be used  
by o u r  God t o  open doors f o r  o u r  message i n  a v i r t u a l l y  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  
manner. 

So keep  y o u r  c h i n s  up,  fellows! L e t ' s  a l l  keep  p r a y i n g  f e r v e n t l y  
f o r  t h e  Work, f o r  Y r .  Armstrong e s p e c i a l l y  and  f o r  o n e  a n o t h e r .  I'll 
be t r y i n g  t o  w r i t e  you more d e t a i l e d  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  t h e  n e x t  
Pas to r ' s  R e p o r t ,  b u t  meanwhile w e ' r e  v e r y  busy g e t t i n g  c a u g h t  up on  
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t h i n g s  h e r e  a f t e r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  as I know you are i n  y o u r  r e s p e c t i v e  
areas. May G o d  b l e s s  and  g u i d e  a l l  of you as you c o n t i n u e  t o  walk 
w i t h  H i m .  

Your b r o t h e r  i n  C h r i s t ,  

Roder ick  C .  M e r e d i t h  

RECENT DISFELLOWSHIPS 

The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  have  been r e c e n t l y  d i s f e l l o w s h i p p e d  f rom t h e  
Worldwide Church o f  God: 

David Ant ion  
Garner  Ted A r m s  t r o n g  
Benjamin Chapman 
H o w a r d  C l a r k  
C.  Wayne C o l e  
Ronald D a r t  
Anita Dennis  
B i l l  Evans 
John H u l l  

R o b e r t  J u s t u s  
Tom J u s t u s  
Rober t  Kuhn 
B i l l  M c D o w e l l  
Dave Morgan 
C h a r l e s  Oehlman 
R i c h a r d  P l a c h e  
C h e s t e r  Roberson 
E a r l  Timmons 

VAST SUPPORT O F  GOD'S CHURCH AND APOSTLE GREATLY APPRECIATED 

There  can  b e  n o t h i n g  b u t  p r a i s e  f o r  t h e  many t h o u s a n d s  o f  m e m b e r s  
who have  g i v e n  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  Church. Whether i t  w a s  
t h e  act  of w r i t i n g  a l e t te r ,  g i v i n g  up work and  school t o  a t t e n d  t h e  
marathon s e r v i c e s ,  o r  t h o s e  who had  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  of working  round 
t h e  c l o c k ,  e a c h  p l a y e d  and  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p l a y  a v i t a l  role i n  o u r  
e f f o r t .  THOUSANDS of l e t t e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o  p o u r  i n ,  which show t o  each  
of us  t h e  u n i t i n g  of t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Church b e h i n d  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p .  
If  t h e  c o u r t s  w o n ' t  l i s t e n  t o  o u r  leaders, t h e n  l e t  t h e  c o u r t  h e a r  
t h e  w r i t t e n  cr ies  of t h e  members demanding r e l i g i o u s  f reedom and  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  b e l i e f s  as g u a r a n t e e d  i n  t h i s  n a t i o n .  

MR. HERBERT ARMSTRONG I S  TRULY PLEASED w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  Body 
o f  C h r i s t .  The w a r  i s n ' t  over by any means,  b u t  w i t h  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i t  
i s  much easier t o  f i g h t  o n  e v e r y  f r o n t .  M r .  Armstrong h a s  j u s t  
w r i t t e n  a l e t te r  commenting f u r t h e r  on t h e  p r e s e n t  crisis i n  God ' s  Work, 
which you s h o u l d  be r e c e i v i n g  soon.  

- -Execut ive  O f f i c e  

TRUE FACTS ABOUT THE RAPE O F  GOD'S CHURCH 

The f o l l o w i n g  summary of r e c e n t  e v e n t s  w a s  j u s t  g i v e n  t o  m e  l a s t  n i g h t  
by o u r  l e g a l  o f f i c e .  B e t t e r  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  I c o u l d  p e r s o n a l l y  w r i t e ,  
i t  d e t a i l s  t h e  c h a r g e s  made vs.  God's Work i n  t h e  r e c e n t  l a w s u i t s ,  
t h e  f a l s i t y  o f  t h e  c h a r g e s  and  t h e  HARM t h a t  i s  b e i n g  done t h r o u g h  t h i s  
gross m i s c a r r i a g e  of j u s t i c e .  

I hope a l l  of you m i n i s t e r s  w i l l  r e a d  t h i s  c a r e f u l l y ,  and t h u s  b e  
be t te r  able t o  h a n d l e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  e x a c t  n a t u r e  of what  i s  g o i n g  
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on .  W e  t r u l y  need t o  p ray  as  never  b e f o r e  t h a t  t h i s  yoke may be 
l i f t e d  from t h e  neck of God's Church before more damage i s  done. 

--Roderick C. Meredi th  

STATE OF CALIFORNIA VS. WORLDWIDE CHURCH 
O F  GOD: RECEIVERSHIP SOUNDS DEATH KNELL 
FOR CONSTITUTIONAL MANDATE OF SEPARATION 

OF CHURCH AND STATE 

On January  3 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  armed w i t h  a c o u r t  o r d e r  o f  r e c e i v e r s h i p  ob- 
t a i n e d  ex p a r t e  and wi thou t  n o t i c e  of any k i n d  ( n o t  even t h e  tele- 
phonic  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e d  by loca l  c o u r t  r u l e s )  g iven  o r  even a t t empted  
t o  be g iven ,  re t i red Judge Steven Weisman, government a t t o r n e y s ,  
p r i v a t e  a t t o r n e y s  "deput ized"  both by t h e  s t a t e  At torney  G e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i ce  and by Weisman, government i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  and l a w  enforcement  
o f f i c e r s  swooped down upon t h e  Worldwide Church of God l i k e  buzzards 
t o  t h e i r  p rey .  Nine days l a te r ,  fo l lowing  a h e a r i n g  on conf i rma t ion  
of t h e  r e c e i v e r s h i p  o r d e r ,  t h e  S t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a  drove t h e  l a s t  n a i l  
i n t o  t h e  c o f f i n  of t h e  F i r s t  Amendment c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  mandate of sepa- 
r a t i o n  of Church and S t a t e ,  a s  t h e  L o s  Angeles T i m e s  r e p o r t e d :  

h "Receiver  Takes Over Armstrong Church 
J u d g e ' s  Order I n t e n s i f i e s  B a t t l e  Between S t a t e ,  

R e l i g i o u s  E m p i r e  

"A S u p e r i o r  Court  judge F r iday  o rde red  a temporary receiver 
t o  ' t ake  c_ posses s ion  c o n t r o l '  of the Pasadena-based Worldwide 
Church of God i n  an a c t i o n  t h a t  seems c e r t a i n  t o  set up a major 
l e g a l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between t h e  church and t h e  s ta te  of C a l i f o r n i a .  

"Judge J u l i u s  M. T i t l e  r u l e d  t h a t  r e c e i v e r  S teven  Weisman i s  
t o  assume - a l l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  powers ove r  -- t h e  $80 m i l l i o n  r e l i g i o u s  
empire of  Herbe r t  W. Armstrong--including t h e  church ,  Ambassador 
College and Ambassador I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C u l t u r a l  Foundation." L o s  
Angeles T i m e s ,  Sa turday ,  January  1 3 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p a r t  11, p. 1 (empasis 
added) 

The f u l l  import of t h i s  massive,  unwarranted i n t r u s i o n  of govern- 
ment i n t o  r e l i g i o u s  a f f a i r s  cannot  be a p p r e c i a t e d  wi thou t  some f a c t u a l  
and l e g a l  background. 

t h a t  t i m e  s f l o u r i s h e d  t o  where i t  now h a s  1 0 0 , ~ O  members world- 
wide. Mr: t r o n g  h a s  been t h e  s p i r i t u a l  and temporal  l e a d e r  of  t h e  
Church s i  s i n c e p t i o n ,  and i n  church theology is t h e  appo in ted  
Apostle of J e s u s  C h r i s t  charged w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  s p r e a d i n g  
H i s  Gospel throughout  t h e  world.  The Church does n o t  s o l i c i t  funds 
from t h e  p u b l i c .  Its members, however, v o l u n t a r i l y  t i t h e  and,  i n  
a d d i t i o n ,  make o t h e r  v o l u n t a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from t i m e  t o  t i m e .  I n  
t h e  l a s t  twenty y e a r s ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and t i t h i n g s  have gone f r o m  
$800 ,000  t o  $70 m i l l i o n  a n n u a l l y ;  t h e  Church spends approximately t h e  
s a m e  amount i n c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  i t s  Work, which i n c l u d e s  t h e  fo l lowing:  

The was founded by Herbe r t  W. Armstrong 4 6  y e a r s  ago; s i n c e  

(I) Worldwide t r a v e l s  by M r .  Armstrong, h i s  p e r s o n a l  advisor,  
S t a n l e y  Rader,  and o t h e r s  meet ing w i t h  d i g n i t a r i e s ,  speak ing  t o  m i l l i o n s  
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of p e o p l e ,  and  o t h e r w i s e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  Work of t h e  Church:  i n  t h e  
l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  f o r  example ,  Mr. Armstrong and  M r .  Rader  h a v e  a v e r a g e d  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0 0  t r a v e l  days  p e r  y e a r .  

( 2 )  Numerous p u b l i c a t i o n s  s u c h  as Q u e s t  magaz ine ,  The P l a i n  Truth, 
The Worldwide N e w s ,  The Good N e w s ,  and  books p u b l i s h e d  by Church-owncd 
Gateway P u b l i s h i n g ,  I n c .  

( 3 )  A m u l t i t u d e  of t e l e v i s i o n  and  r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t s  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  
Gospel, f o r  which  t h e  Church s p e n d s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 5  m i l l i o n  a n n u a l l y .  

( 4 )  The o p e r a t i o n  of Ambassador C o l l e g e ,  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  which  
p r i m a r i l y  t r a i n s  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  b u t  which  a l s o  e d u c a t e s  them 
i n  a l l  areas.  

( 5 )  C o n c e r t s ,  o p e r a ,  t h e a t e r  and  o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  funded  
by t h e  Church and c o n d u c t e d  t h r o u g h  Ambassador I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C u l t u r a l  
Founda t ion .  

( 6 )  Numerous o t h e r  c h a r i t a b l e ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  and  
r e l i g i o u s  projects.  

M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  p e r s o n a l  a d v i s o r ,  S t a n l e y  R. Rade r ,  i s  a l awyer  
and  a c c o u n t a n t  who h a s  been  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  Church f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
20 y e a r s .  P r i o r  t o  1975 ,  M r .  Rader  w a s  an  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o n t r a c t o r  and  
o u t s i d e  c o n s u l t a n t  who w a s  n o t  even  a Church member. I n  1975 ,  h e  
became a n  o f f i c e r ,  d i r e c t o r  and  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  Church. I l r .  Armst rong  
f e e l s  t h a t  M r .  Rader  h a s  been  i n v a l u a b l e  i n  making t h e  Church f i n a n -  
c i a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h e r e b y  e n a b l i n g  it t o  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  c a r r y  o u t  
.its Work. 

F o r  a number of y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  1978,  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  s o n ,  G a r n e r  
Ted,  a l s o  worked f o r  t h e  Church.  A r a t h e r  c h a r i s m a t i c ,  we l l - spoken  
man, G a r n e r  Ted Armstrong w a s  w i d e l y  r e g a r d e d  as t h e  man m o s t  l i k e l y  
t o  s u c c e e d  h i s  f a t h e r  as  l e a d e r  of t h e  Church.  However, G a r n e r  Ted 
A r m s t r o n g ' s  p e r s o n a l  m i s c o n d u c t ,  as w e l l  as  t h e o l o g i c a l  and  p h i l o s o -  
p h i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d ,  p e r h a p s ,  h i s  desire t o  t a k e  
o v e r  l e a d e r s h i p  -- o f  t h e  Church i m m e d i a t e l y ,  l e d  t o  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  " d i s -  
f e l l o w s h i p p i n g "  ( i - e . ,  excommunica t ing)  him i n  1 9 7 8 .  S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  
G a r n e r  Ted Armstrong h a s  formed h i s  own Church of God, U n i v e r s a l  
( b a s e d  i n  T y l e r ,  Texas )  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  f o r m e r  members of t h e  
Church,  a n d  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n d u c e  members t o  l e a v e  t h e  Worldwide 
Church o f  God and  j o i n  h i s  new o r g a n i z a t i o n .  For  s o m e  r eason- -pe rhaps  
j e a l o u s y  b e c a u s e  his f a t h e r  t r u s t e d  and  r e l i e d  upon Mr. Rader  m o r e  
t h a n  on h i s  own son--Garner  Ted Armstrong i n t e n s e l y  d i s l i k e s  S t a n l e y  
Rader and  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  t h i s  h a t r e d  p u b l i c a l l y ,  c a l l i n g  M r .  Rader  " a n  
e v i l  man" a n d  o t h e r w i s e  r e v i l i n g  a n d  d i s p a r a q i n g  him. 

- -- 

S o m e t i m e  p r i o r  t o  J a n u a r y  2 ,  1 9 7 9  (how much p r i o r  t o  t h i s  d a t e  
i s  n o t  known b u t ,  j u d g i n g  f r o m  s u b s e q u e n t  e v e n t s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  
been  a t  l ea s t  a p e r i o d  o f  w e e k s ) ,  a s m a l l  g r o u p  of d i s s i d e n t  fo rmer  
Church m e m b e r s  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n t a c t e d  a B e v e r l y  H i l l s  a t t o r n e y ,  H i l l e l  
Chodos, a n d  s o u g h t  a d v i c e  r e g a r d i n g  what  c o u l d  b e  done t o  d i s g r a c e ,  
d i s c r e d i t  H e r b e r t  W. Armst rong  and  S t a n l e y  Rader  and  remove them f r o m  
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  Church b a s e d  on trumped-up a l l e g e d  impropriet ies  
v i t u p e r a t i v e l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  as " s i p h o n i n g  of f u n d s  f o r  p e r s o n a l  u s e " ;  
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t h e s e  charges  and t h e i r  l ack  of m e r i t  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  l a te r  i n  t h i s  
memorandum. Among t h i s  s m a l l  group o f  d i s s i d e n t s  were (a)  Alv in  and 
S h i r l e y  Timmons, s u p p o r t e r s  of  Garner Ted Armstrong t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  
M r s .  Timmons had a t  a Church convocat ion a t t empted  t o  persuade Church 
members t o  leave t h e  Church and j o i n  Garner Ted Armstrong 's  o r g a n i z a t i o n ;  
( b )  David Morgan, a former Church employee f i r e d  f o r  n o t  be ing  a b l e  t o  
g e t  a long  w i t h  h i s  f e l l o w  employees: and (c )  Benjamin Chapman, who i s  
marr ied  t o  Garner Ted Armstrong's s e c r e t a r y  and t h e  widow of Garner 
Ted Armstrong's b r o t h e r .  Through M r .  Chodos or  upon h i s  a d v i c e ,  t h i s  
group m e t  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  At torney  G e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i c e  presumably i n c l u d i n g  Deputy At torney  Genera l  Lawrence R. Tapper,  
who i s  i n  charge of t h e  case .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  former members, a p p a r e n t l y  
a s m a l l  number of d i s s i d e n t  a c t i v e  members a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e s e  
meet ings ,  i n c l u d i n g  - C. Wayne Cole ,  t h e  Church 's  Director of P a s t o r a l  
Admin i s t r a t ion  who, - a f t e r  Garner Ted Armstrong w a s  d i s f e l lowsh ipped ,  
was viewed & m a n y , E  doubt i n c l u d i n g  h i m s e l f ,  a s  t h e  l i k e l y  s u c c e s s o r  
- t o  Herbe r t  W. Armstrong. I n  an a t t empt  t o  c l o t h e  t h e i r  p l o t  w i t h  an 
a u r a  of r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  t h i s  group p r e v a i l e d  upon t h e  At to rney  G e n e r a l ' s  
o f f i c e  and, based upon t h e  same trumped-up cha rges ,  o b t a i n e d  l e a v e  t o  
s u e  on t h e  S t a t e ' s  b e h a l f .  For  i t s  p a r t ,  t h e  At torney  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  
d i d  no th ing  b y  w a y  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  v e r i f y  t h e s e  charges  b e f o r e  
lendilag ---- i t s  name t o y n  a t t empt  ( t h u s f a r  s u c c e s s f u l )  t o  put t h e u r c h ,  _L 

- a r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n  of long  s t a n d i n q  and h igh  r e g a r d ,  i n  r e c e i v e r -  
s h i p ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  q iven  the Attorney  General  t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  Corpora t ions  Code t o  examine books and r e c o r d s  o f  c h a r i -  
t a b l e  t r u s t s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l e q e d  i m p r o p r i e t i e s .  I n  a f u r t h e r  
attempt t o  g a z  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  M r .  Chodos hand-picked Steven  S .  
Weisman, a r e t i r e d  L o s  Angeles S u p e r i o r  Cour t  judge whom (and whose 
fami ly)  M r .  Chodos p r e v i o u s l y  had r e p r e s e n t e d ,  as t h e  receiver t o  b e  
imposed on t h e  Church. 

-- 

- - - -- 

On January  2, 1 9 7 9 ,  t h e  S t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a  e x  re1 t h e  d i s s i d e n t s  
(termed ' 'relators" ) f i l e d  i t s  complaint  i n  L O ~  Angeles S u p e r i o r  Cour t ,  
s eek ing  an accoun t ing ,  t h e  replacement  of  Church t r u s t e e s  and directors 
w i t h  a new se t ,  a r e c e i v e r s h i p ,  and an i n j u n c t i o n .  A l m o s t  eve ry  
charg ing  a l l e g a t i o n  of t h e  complaint  i s  on " in fo rma t ion  and b e l i e f , "  
i . e . ,  n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  known t o  t h e  S t a t e  or  t h e  re la tors  b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  
based  upon i n a d m i s s i b l e  - and un t rue  hea r say ,  conc lus ion ,  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  - and opin ion .  On t h a t  day ,  M r .  Chodos a l s o  f i l e d  accompanying a f f i -  
d a v i t s  from some of the re la tors  and o t h e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  M r .  Chapman, who 
a p p a r e n t l y  chose n o t  t o  b e  named as a r e l a t o r ) ,  a l l  of  which con ta ined  
t h e  s a m e  i i s s i b l e  h e a r s a y ,  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  e tc .  M r .  Chodos t h e n  

-- 

-- -- - 
-- -- - - 

t h e s e  p a p e r s ,  b e f o r e  Judge J e r r y  Pach t  ex  p a r t e  ( i . e .  
nd w i t h  a b s o l u t e l y  no n o t i c e  whatsoever  to t h e  Church 

-- -not  even t h e  t e l ephone  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e d  by l o c a l  c o u r t  
persuaded Judge Pacht  t o  impose a r e c e i v e r s h i p  on t h e  

Church w i t h o u t  ever g i v i n q  t h e  ChurchTMr. Armstrong, o r  V r .  Rader an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  -c t o  b e  h e a r d  i n  t h e i r  d e f e n s e .  Th i s  a c t i o n  w a s  v i r t u a l l y  
unprecedented and c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  m o s t  b l a t a n t  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  separa-  
t i o n  of Church and S t a t e  which t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  gua ran tees .  

- -- 

-- 
- __. -- 

The n e x t  day ( Janua ry  31, armed w i t h  an al l -encompassing o r d e r  
s a y i n g  v i r t u a l l y  "do what you want'' u n t i l  a f u l l  h e a r i n g  set  f o r  January  
1 0 ,  t h e  r e c e i v e r ,  as  noted  a t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  descended upon t h e  Church. 
I n  a complete s ta te  of shock,  t h e  Church employees unders tandably  and 
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j u s t i f i a b l y  r e f u s e d  t o  a l l o w  t h e  r e c e i v e r  t o  
a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  receiver and h i s  companions g a i n e d  e n t r y  a n d  immedia t e ly  
began r a p a c i o u s l y  rummaging t h r o u g h  e v e r y  Church document t h e y  c o u l d  
l a y  t h e i r  hands  on. The receiver t e r m i n a t e d  M r .  Rade r ' s  s e c r e t a r y  on 
t h e  s p o t ,  a c c u s i n g  h e r  o f  b e i n g  l o y a l  t o  M r .  Rader r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  t h e  
Church. The receiver a l s o  w a s  h e a r d  by several Church employees t o  
s t a t e  t h a t  M r .  Rader and M r .  Armstrong w e r e  " o u t "  o r  " t e r m i n a t e d . "  
Having t h u s  ensconced  h i m s e l f ,  t h e  receiver commenced f u l f i l l i n g  h i s  
ro l e :  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Church. 

e n t e r .  L a t e  i n  t h e  

On J a n u a r y  1 0 ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  on  t h e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  of t h e  r e c e i v e r s h i p  
o r d e r  commenced. The matter w a s  h e a r d  by Judge  J u l i u s  T i t l e .  The 
h e a r i n g  lasted t h r e e  d a y s ,  a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  which Judge  T i t l e  
e n t e r e d  h i s  o r d e r ,  which w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  s h o r t l y .  A t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e ,  
however,  i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  o u t l i n e  t h e  c h a r g e s  made, t h e  " e v i d e n c e "  
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  s u p p o r t  them, and t h e  t r u e  f a c t s  as proven  a t  t h e  h e a r i n g .  
B r i e f l y ,  i n  c h a r t  form,  t h e y  a re  a s  f o l l o w s :  

(1) Charge :  Messrs. Armst rong ,  Rader and  o t h e r s  w e r e  i n c u r r i n g  
e x o r b i t a n t  t r a v e l ,  g i f t ,  and e n t e r t a i n m e n t  e x p e n s e s .  

"Evidence :  'I Church expense  records and o t h e r  documents f r o m  
1 9 7 5 - 1 9 7 6  d i s s e m i n a t e d  to Church m i n i s t e r s  and members o r  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  them. N o  e v i d e n c e  w a s  - i n t r o d u c e d  CL- t h a t  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  w e r e  -- n o t  
f u r t h e r a n c e o f  Church b u s i n e s s  o r  -- t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  u n r e a s o n a b l y  h i g h .  

True Facts: I n  order t o  g a i n  g o o d w i l l  f o r  t h e  Church and 
g a i n  access t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  whose governments  are 
a u t o c r a t i c ,  t h e  Church p r e s e n t s  g i f t s  t o  h e a d s  o f  s ta te  and  o t h e r  
d i g n i t a r i e s ,  g i v e s  r e c e p t i o n s  f o r  them, and i n c u r s  o ther  o r d i n a r y  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  and t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s .  T h i s  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d r a m a t i c  
i n c r e a s e  i n  Church m e m b e r s  and c o n t r i b u t i o n s  which e n a b l e s  t h e  Church 
t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  work. 

- 

( 2 )  Charge:  Herbert W. Armstrong i s  s e n i l e .  

"Evidence :"  H i s  age--86. 

T rue  F a c t s :  M r .  Armstrong s t i l l  t r ave l s  w o r l d w i d e ,  w r i t e s  
i nnumerab le  a r t i c l e s ,  i s  w r i t i n g  f i v e  books t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  (one  i n  
f a c t  i s  a l r e a d y  i n  p r i n t )  t h i s  y e a r ,  and  s p e a k s  on  t h e  media and  before 
l i v e  a u d i e n c e s  v e r y  f r e q u e n t l y .  

( 3 )  Charge:  Messrs. Armstrong and Rader are e n g a g i n g  i n  s e l f -  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  Church f u n d s  t o  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  b e n e f i t .  

"Evidence :"  None o f f e r e d  re: M r .  Armstrong.  (i) I n  1967 ,  
a p a r t n e r s h i p  o f  which M r .  Rader  w a s  a m e m b e r  p u r c h a s e d  an  a i r p l a n e  
and  l e a s e d  i t  t o  t h e  Church. N o  e v i d e n c e  w a s  o f f e r e d  on  h i s  p r o f i t ,  
i f  any ,  t h e r e f r o m .  (ii) I n  1 9 7 1 ,  M r .  Rader p u r c h a s e d  a home a l l e g e d l y  
p a i d  f o r  by t h e  Church and  s o l d  i t  i n  1 9 7 8 ,  p o c k e t i n g  t h e  p r o c e e d s .  
(iii) A f t e r  t h e  sa le  of t h a t  home, M r .  Rader bough t  a n o t h e r  home f r o m  
t h e  Church. ( i v )  M r .  Rader does n o t  know i f  M r .  Armstrong w a s  advised 
by o u t s i d e  c o u n s e l  before  e x e c u t i n g  M r .  Rader 's  empioyment c o n t r a c t .  
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True F a c t s :  (i) I n  1 9 6 7 ,  M r .  Rader w a s  n o t  an o f f i c e r ,  
d i r e c t o r ,  o r  even member of t h e  Church. The Church cou ld  n o t  a f f o r d  
t o  purchase  the a i r p l a n e ,  and cou ld  n o t  lease it through normal channels  
s i n c e  lessors do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t hey  can or  want t o  s u e  a Church i n  t h e  
e v e n t  of d e f a u l t .  M r .  Rader formed t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  and p e r s o n a l l y  
executed  indemni t i e s  t o  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t n e r s .  (ii) I n  1 9 7 1 ,  t h e  Church 
purchased a home and p u t  t i t l e  in M r .  Rader ' s  name. A few months l a t e r ,  
i n  1 9 7 2 ,  M r .  Rader deeded t h e  home back t o  t h e  Church, who used it as 
s e c u r i t y  f o r  a loan. The Church then  deeded t h e  p r o p e r t y  back t o  M r .  
Rader, who p u t  $90,000 down, assumed t h a t  p o r t i o n  of l o a n  a l l o c a b l e  
t o  t h e  home, and gave t h e  Church a second t r u s t  deed f o r  t h e  ba l ance  
of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  purchase  p r i c e .  M r .  Rader made all payments on t h e  
house; o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h e  Church would make a payment on t h e  house t o  
t h e  l e n d e r  and t r e a t  the payment a s  compensation t o  M r .  Rader,  who 
t r e a t e d  such compensation as income. Having t h u s  made a l l  payments, 
M r .  Rader of cour se  k e p t  tz p r o f i t  on h i s  house when he  s o l d  i t .  
(iii) The second house w a s  independent ly  a p p r a i s e d  a t  $208,000. M r .  
Rader purchased it for  $225,000 cash.  ( i v )  l4r. Rader had s u c c e s s f u l  
l a w  and account ing  p r a c t i c e s  p r i o r  t o  becoming employed by t h e  Church. 
H e  t r a v e l s  2 0 0  days per y e a r  on Church bus iness .  There i s  no showing 
t h a t  h i s  compensation i s  e x c e s s i v e ,  and i n  fac t  i t  i s  n o t .  

-- -- 
-- _c 

c4) Charge: The Church i s  s e l l i n g  a $30 m i l l i o n  campus a t  Big 

"Evidence:" None as t o  va lue  e x c e p t  a magazine a r t i c l e  

Sandy, Texas f o r  $10 .6  m i l l i o n  t o  cove r  up the  s iphon ing  of funds .  

quo t ing  t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  p u r c h a s e r ,  who i n t e n d s  t o  donate  o r  resell t h e  
p rope r ty  . 

True F a c t s :  The Church produced an independent  a p p r a i s a l  
by a n a t i o n a l  a p p r a i s a l  f i r m  s e t t i n g  B i g  Sandy's  v a l u e  a t  $6  m i l l i o n .  
M r .  Chodos conceded t h a t  no showing had been made by him on t h i s  i s s u e .  

below f a i r  market va lue .  
( 5 )  Charge: The Church i n  1978 s o l d  numerous o t h e r  properties 

"Evidence:" None excep t  t h e  conclus ion  of one  re la tor  who 
i s  n o t  a rea l tor .  

True Fac t s :  The Church produced independent  a p p r a i s a l s  on 
every properkx sold by it i n  1978. The properties w e r e  s o l d  a t  an 
aggrega te  several hundred thousand d o l l a r s  above a p p r a i s e d  va lue .  

( 6 )  : T h e  Church is removing and d e s t r o y i n g  f i n a n c i a l  
records to up t h e  massive s iphon ing  of  funds .  

"Evidence:" (i) A Church employee w a s  s e e n  l e a v i n g  t h e  
Church w i t h  a package approximately 1' x 1' x 3 " ,  which t h e  w i t n e s s  
g i v i n g  t h i s  tes t imony cou ld  n o t  i d e n t i f y .  
e n t e r i n g  t h e  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  c e n t e r  i n ' t h e  company of a n o t h e r  employee 
and a s e c u r i t y  quard.  (iii) Two s t u d e n t s  e n t e r e d  t h e  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  
c e n t e r  through t h e  roof and l e f t  t e n  minutes l a t e r  t a k i n g  no th ing  w i t h  
them. ( i v )  A paper  s h r e d d e r  w a s  found i n  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e s .  (v) 
A hea r say  statement i n  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  a re la tor  w h o  would n o t  even 
i d e n t i f y  t h e  person  a l l e g e d l y  g i v i n g  t h e  in fo rma t ion .  

The same employee w a s  seen  - 
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True F a c t s :  ( i) The employee was c a r r y i n g  books,  which w e r e  
g iven t o  him by a n o t h e r  employee and which a t h i r d  employee observed.  
(ii) The f i r s t  employee w a s  a t  d i n n e r  w i t h  approximately 6 o t h e r  people  
a t  t h e  t i m e  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  and t h e  second employee s p e n t  t h e  e n t i r e  
weekend 150 m i l e s  away i n  V i s t a ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  v i s i t i n g  f r i e n d s .  (iii) 
Nothing w a s  t aken ;  i t  i s  imposs ib le  t o  g e t  i n ,  d e s t r o y  documents, and 
g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  t e n  minutes .  ( i v )  The sh redde r  was 
Garner Ted Armstrong's w h i l e  h e  worked f o r  t h e  Church. Only prank 
m a i l  and innocuous pape r s  are shredded. Dup l i ca t e s  of r eco rds  gene- 
r a t e d  by o t h e r  departments  may s o m e t i m e s  be  shredded.  A 2  f i n a n c i a l  
documents a r e  r e t r i e v a b l e  through - the computer system. ( v )  There 
i s  no e v i d e n t i a r y  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  as no f i n a n c i a l  r eco rds  
have been des t royed .  

I n  s p i t e  of  t h e  ev idence ,  Judge T i t l e ,  perhaps a v i c t im  of what 
may be  r e f e r r e d  t o  as a "Jonestown m e n t a l i t y , "  n e v e r t h e l e s s  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  " q u e s t i o n s  , I' " i n f e r e n c e s ,  and "conce ivable"  problems 
r a i s e d .  I n c r e d i b l y ,  however, i n  l i g h t  of ( a )  t h e  c l e a r  ev idence ,  
( b )  t h e  l e g a l  requirement  of a s t r o n g  showing i n  r e c e i v e r s h i p  cases, 
( c )  t h e  i r r e p a r a b l e  i n j u r y  a l r e a d y ,  and c o n t i n u i n g  t o  b e ,  s u f f e r e d  b 2  
- t h e  Church as t h e  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of t h e  r e c e i v e r s h i p  ( i n c l u d i n g  loss  
of f a i t h  by members who w i l l  c ease  t o  c o n t r i b u t e :  c a l l i n g  of $ 1 . 3  
m i l l i o n  of  demand n o t e s :  loss of c r e d i t  l i n e s :  and s h i f t s  by s u p p l i e r s  
from cred i t  
by Judge T i t  
a s s o c i a t i o n ,  
appointment 

t o  C . O . D .  
. le ,  and ( 

p r i v a c y ,  
of Judge - 

or  cash i n  advance ) ,  which i n j u r y  w a s  conceded 
d) c o n s i t u t i o n a l  gua ran tees  of  r e l i g i o u s  freedom, 

and -- due process, Judge T i t l e c o n f i r m e d  t h e  
Weisman ( a  long-time f r i e n d  and c o l l e a g u e )  and 

empowered him t o :  

(1) Take posses s ion  - and c o n t r o l  o f  - c _  a l l  Church p r o p e r t y .  

( 2 )  H i r e  and f i r e  Church employees. 

( 3 )  Cont ro l  - a l l  "bus iness  and f i n a n c i a l "  o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  Church 

( 4 )  Employ lawyers ,  a c c o u n t a n t s ,  s e c u r i t y  pe r sonne l ,  and s t a f f  

--- 

i n  h i s  s o l e  d i s c r e t i o n .  --- 

- a t  Church expense.  

( 5 )  Conduct an a u d i t  of  a l l  Church a c t i v i t i e s  and i n i t i a t e  
a p p r o p r i a t e  proceedings  based  thereon  ( t h e  Church, on t h e o l o g i c a l  
grounds,  has  never  been a p l a i n t i f f  i n  a l a w s u i t  e x c e p t  i n  a f e d e r a l  
c o u r t  a c t i o n  t o  set  a s i d e  t h i s  very  o r d e r ) .  

( 6 )  P u t  a l l  Church funds i n  a r e c e i v e r ' s  account  i n  h i s  sole 
d i s c r e t i o n .  

( 7 )  Apply t o  t h e  c o u r t  t o  f i r e  Messrs. Armstrong and Rader. 

( 8 )  Grant  access t o  - a l l  documents on Church premises  t o  t h e  
State  wi thou t  a l lowing  t h e  Church -- and t h e  o t h e r  de fendan t s  - t o  o b j e c t  on grounds _. of  r e l evancy ,  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r i v i l e g e ,  a t t o r n e y - c l i e n t  
p r i v i l e g e ,  c l e r g y - p e n i t e n t  p r i v i l e g e .  A s p e c i f i c  r e q u e s t  by counse l  
f o r  t h e  Church t o  create a procedure f o r  such o b j e c t i o n  w a s  denied  by 
Judge T i t l e .  

-- -- - 

7 
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( 9 )  The c o u r t  d i d  admonish t h e  r e c e i v e r  t o  s tay  o u t  of e c c l e s i a s -  
t i ca l  matters, b u t  r e s e r v e d  t o  i t se l f  t h e  de t e rmina t ion  of what i s  and 
-- i s  no t  ecclesiastical. Th i s  c l e a r l y  is c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  impermissible. 
New York v. Ca thedra l  Academy, 9 8  S . C t .  345 ( 1 9 7 7 )  

- ---- 

Since  J a n u a r y  12 order ,  Judge T i t l e  -- and t h e  r e c e i v e r  have v i o l a t e d  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  gua ran tees  - -  i n  a m u l t i t u d e  - of respects, i n c l u d i n q  _c t h e  
- -  - fo l lowinq:  

(1) The r e c e i v e r  h i r e d  a d i s f e l lowsh ipped  Church m e m b e r  - -  as a 
Church employee, c o n t r a r y  t o  zhurch d o c t r i n e  t h a t  a d i s f e l lowsh ipped  
person  i s  b a r r e d  from C h u r c h  p rope r ty :  Judge T i t l e  upheld t h i s  ac t .  -- 

( 2 )  The r e c e i v e r  recalled a communication -- from M r .  Armstrong t o  
Church m e m b e r s  i n  which  M r .  Armstrong voiced  h i s  vehement o b j e c t i o n s  
t o  t h e  receiver on r e l i q i o u s  and lesa l  w o u n d s  and so l ic i ted  c o n t r i -  
b u t i o n s  for l e g a l  de fense ;  Judqe T i t l e  upheld - t h i s  
-- t h a t  M r .  Armstrong could not  solicit defense funds 
members h ip .  

a c t  and s ta ted  
f r o m  t h e  Church 
-- -- 

( 3 )  T h e  r e c e i v e r  _c- used a Church m i n i s t r y  l i s t  t o  send a mailgram 
m i s s t a t i n g  a Court  o r d e r .  Judge T i t l e  acknowledged t h e  i n c o r r e c t n e s s  
of t he"  mailgram b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  receiver ,could  - use  Church membership 
l i s t s  t o  communicate w i t h  church m e m b e r s  on "bus iness  and f i n a n c i a l  
matters." Th i s  i s  c l e a r l y  p r o h i b i t e d  by NAACP vs.  Alabama, 377 U . S .  
288 ( 1 9 6 4 ) .  

( 4 )  The r e c e i v e r  has  f i l e d  a motion t o  suspend M r .  Rader from 
a l l  h i s  d u t i e s  d e s p i t e  M r .  Armstrong 's  d e s i r e s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  

( 5 )  T h e  - r e c e i v e r  i s  spending Church funds  c o n t r i b u t e d  - f o r  
r e l i g i o u s  purposes  ---- a t  the rate  of $25,000 per week. 

I n  shor t ,  v i r t u a l l y  -every c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  gua ran tee  of bo th  
p e r s o n a l  and r e l i g i o u s  freedom h a s  -- been v i o l a t e d  & - t h e  s t a t e  -- and i t s  
cour t -appoin ted  r e c e i v e r  based  upon no --- m o r e  t han  a l l e g a t i o n s  by  g 
handfu l  o f  pe r sons  each of whom h a s  an axe t o  q r i n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Garner  
- Ted Armstrong. 
such a consp i r acy  is i n t o l e r a b l e  i n  any c o n t e x t :  when a Church i s  
invo lved ,  it is  heinous.  

-- 

T h a t e S t a t e s h o u l d a G w i t s e l f  t o  b e  a p a r t  of  

The issue is  n o t ,  as t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  At torney  Genera l  a t t e m p t s  
t o  frame it, one of simple " a c c o u n t a b i l i t y . "  M r .  Armstrong, M r .  
Rader and a l l  o t h e r s  working i n  and f o r  t h e  Church are of course 
"accountable"  to G o d  and, w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  M r .  Rader and o ther  employees,  
t o  M r .  Armstrong. Moreover, t hey  are also "accountable"  t o  Church 
members i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  t h e  members are f r e e  t o  examine t h e i r  conduct  
f o r  themselves  and, based  on t h a t  examinat ion ,  con t inue  o r  cease t o  
donate  funds t o  t h e  Church. By v i r t u e  of t h e  Church 's  e x t e n s i v e  
p u b l i s h i n g  and e l e c t r o n i c  media ac t iv i t i e s ,  i t s  members f o r  y e a r s  have 
known of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of which t h e  State  now complains.  
have con t inued  t o  d o n a t e i n  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  amounts is perhaps  t h e  m o s t  
p e r s u a s i v e  t e s t imony  
Church, i t s  Work, and i t s  l e a d e r s h i p .  

- - -- 
That  t h e y  -- - - -- - -- 

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  - t h e i r  f a i t h  - a a  t r u s t  -_c  i n  t h e  
-- -- 
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The S t a t e  h a s  no  r i q h t  t o  i n v a d e ,  s e i z e ,  and d e s e c r a t e  - t h e  Church - b e c a u s e  of theal leged improprieties o f  -- M r .  Armstrong,  E. Rader  
or anyone else. Can anyone imag ine  a receiver t a k i n g  over G e n e r a l  
Motors e x  p a r t e ,  w i t h o u t  n o t i c e ,  b e c a u s e  of a l l e g e d  a n t i t r u s t  v i o l a t i o n s ?  
O r  t a k i n g  o v e r  Columbia P i c t u r e s  because of a l l e g e d  d e f a l c a t i o n s  and  
o t h e r  i m p r o p r i e t i e s  by  i t s  e x e c u t i v e s ?  Why, t h e n ,  take o v e r  a Church ,  
t h e  l a s t  p l a c e  government s h o u l d  i n v a d e ?  To do so i s  a l l  t h e  more 
c o n t e m p t i b l e  when one  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e ' s  a c t i o n  w a s  t a k e n  on  
t h e  mere a c c u s a t i o n  o f  s i x  d i s s i d e n t  fo rmer  members who a re  a t t e m p t i n g  
t o  u s e  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  as  a sword t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  own 
e n d s  and g a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Church. 

T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Temple. M r .  Armstrong i s  n o t  J i m  
J o n e s ,  Reverend Moon o r  any o t h e r  " c u l t "  l e a d e r .  The Church and  M r .  
Armstrong have  carried o u t  t h e i r  Work f o r  o v e r  4 0  years and  h a v e  t h e  
h i g h e s t  of r e p u t a t i o n s .  N e i t h e r  M r .  Armstrong nor M r .  Rader h a s  
engaged  i n  any i m p r o p r i e t i e s .  I f  t h e  S t a t e  f e e l s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  
i t  may p r o c e e d  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  forum i n  c i v i l  o r  c r i m i n a l  a c t i o n s .  
However, t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  commands t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  c a n n o t  p r o c e e d  as 
it h a s  done,  and t h a t  t h e  r e c e i v e r  c a n n o t  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  
t o  o v e r s e e  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Church. 

* * * * *  

P U B L I S H I N G  SERVICES UPDATE 

A s  of t o d a y ,  Monday J a n u a r y  3 0 t h ,  t h e  p r e s s e s  are s t i l l  r o l l i n g ,  t h e  
Gospel  i s  s t i l l  g o i n g  o u t .  
h i g h e s t  p l a c e s ,  t h e  4 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  i s s u e  o f  t h e  P l a i n  T r u t h  i s  now 
b e i n g  mailed o u t  f rom o u r  p r i n t e r  i n  Kentucky. Whether w e  p r i n t  t h e  
; , ex t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  P l a i n  T r u t h  and  Good N e w s  depends  r i g h t  now on  o u r  
a b i l i t y  t o  pay o u r  b i l l s .  

I n  s p i t e  of o p p o s i t i o n  f r o m  powers  i n  t h e  

1 9 7 8  h a s  been  a v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  y e a r  of growth f o r  t h e  P l a i n  T r u t h .  
W e  added n e a r l y  h a l f  a m i l l i o n  new s u b s c r i b e r s  which i s  a b o u t  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  
more t h a n  l a s t  y e a r .  5 3 %  of t h e s e  came from n e w s s t a n d s ,  31% f rom TV, 
8% from r a d i o ,  and  t h e  rest from m i s c e l l a n e o u s  s o u r c e s .  T h i s  y e a r  o u r  
goal i s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  number o f  new subscribers by 60%.  

I t  w a s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  keep  t h i n g s  moving d u r i n g  t h e  " s e i g e "  which 
s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s ,  b u t  t h e  v a r i o u s  d e p a r t m e n t s  d i d  a t remendous  job t o  
g e t  t h i s  latest  i s s u e  i n t o  t h e  m a i l .  Many o f  o u r  men and women came 
back a t  n i g h t  t o  make up t i m e  l o s t  d u r i n g  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n s  of the  day .  
P e o p l e  back  here i n  Pasadena  are s t r i v i n g  t o  keep  t h e  Work g o i n g .  

--Roger L i p p r o s s ,  P u b l i s h i n g  Services 

Y . O . U .  PROGRAM TO CONTINUE 

Many q u e s t i o n s  h a v e  been  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  Y . O . U .  d u r i n g  t h i s  
t i m e  of crisis.  Due t o  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  and long- range  f i n a n c i a l  
commitment, which o b v i o u s l y  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
B a s k e t b a l l  and  C h e e r l e a d i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  h a s  been  i n d e f i n i t e l y  p o s t -  
poned. B a s k e t b a l l  and  C h e e r l e a d i n g  w i l l  c o n t i n u e ,  however ,  t h r o u g h  
t h e  r e g i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n .  P l a n n i n g  f o r  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
u n i n t e r r u p t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I f  f i n a n c e s  s t a b i l i z e  by t h e  e n d  o f  
A p r i l  t h e y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  on  s c h e d u l e .  ( W e  w i l l  k e e p  you p o s t e d  on  
t h i s  m a t t e r . )  
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Our  co -o rd ina to r  t r a i n i n g  meet ings ,  normally scheduled  f o r  S p r i n g ,  
w i l l  a l s o  b e  postponed. W e  a re  c o n s i d e r i n g  us ing  a tape cassette 
program t o  g e t  i n fo rma t ion  t o  a l l  l oca l  co -o rd ina to r s  i n  t h e  meantime. 
These cassettes would be  p repa red  by v a r i o u s  members of t h e  Y . O . U .  
t e a m  as w e l l  as by o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
t e a m  of m i n i s t e r s  and c o l l e g e  i n s t r u c t o r s .  These would n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
be i n t e n d e d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  meet ings ,  b u t  merely t o  supplement them and 
t o  postpone t h e  urgency of them. 

P l a n s  f o r  t h e  Summer Educa t iona l  Program a r e  going a long  on schedu le  
r i g h t  now. W e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  a c c e p t i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  q u a l i f i e d  
h igh  schoo l  age workers t o  work a t  O r r  t h i s  summer. I f  you have anyone 
i n  your  congrega t ion  who would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  working a t  S . E . P .  t h i s  
summer, have them r e q u e s t  a job a p p l i c a t i o n  a s  soon as p o s s i b l e .  
Camper a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  sent out in about a month. ( W e  can p u t  
o f f  a f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  on S.E.P. u n t i l  A p r i l  15  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  by con- 
t i n u i n g  t o  p l a n  f o r  i t . )  I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  w e  have t o  c a n c e l  i t ,  w e  
w i l l  l e t  you know and w i l l  r e fund  any d e p o s i t s  t h a t  have been p a i d  
f o r  camFers. 

W e  would s t r o n g l y  encourage you t o  con t inue  t o  promote t h e  local 
programs and t o  con t inue  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  requi rements  f o r  l o c a l  
c h a p t e r s .  
people  of God's Church t h a t  t h e i r  program i s  s t i l l  ve ry  much L__ a l i v e .  
Please be s u r e  t h e  young people  know t h a t  t h e  program h a s  n o t  been 
and w i l l  n o t  b e  abandoned. I t  has proven i t s e l f  tm be a v i t a l  p a r t  
of t h e  Church, and l e a d e r s  are committed t o  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  
program. I n  t h e  meantime, t h o s e  of us h e r e  a t  Pasadena w i l l  do o u r  
b e s t  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  develop  t h e  program t o  a h i g h e r  l e v e l  of invo lve -  
x e n t  f o r  a l l  t h e  youth.  I f  w e  can a s s i s t  you i n  any way, l e t  us  know. 

W e  -Cc need your  h e l p  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  a s s u r i n g  t h e  young 

P rogres s  on t h e  development of Y . E . S .  materials i s  c o n t i n u i n g  on 
schedule  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  P r i n t i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  may b e  slowed 
l a t e r  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  r e a s o n s ,  Hopefu l ly ,  w e  can s t i l l  m e e t  o u r  pro- 
duc t ion  schedu les  a s  w e  know how h e l p f u l  t h i s  program can be  f o r  your  
loca l  churches .  

--Mike B l a c k w e l l ,  Associate  Director 



Mr. Meredith has requested that this letter be included in 
the Pastoral Newsletter, and that each pastor make copies 
available for all the members in his church area. 

* * * * *  
It is time to get out your "signing pen" again, as Madeline 

O'Hara is at it again. This time she is on the move to censure the 
religious messages being carried on radio and television. Her 
efforts to erode the faith of Jew, Christian, Moslem or Hindu stems 
from her lack of faith in God, it has been said, and she has even 
acknowledged that she is out to wipe out all that pertains to God. 

Don't take this lightly. You may remember that she succeeded 
in making it illegal to read the Bible or pray in public schools, 
and she protested the decision of the astronauts to read the Bible 
broadcast from the spacecraft. 

Now the Federal Communication Commission has stated that they 
must receive no less than a million letters to keep the religious 
programs on the air. So here is what we MUST DO: Sign, cut out 
and mail the form below. PLEASE DO NOT SIGN MR. &. MRS. Let each 
adult sign one separately and mail it in--NOW. 

You may be aware that good governments are lost because good 
people do NOTHING.  Freedoms are lost because good people do 
NOTHING. If we are to stay free, the good people must ACT POSITIVELY. 
Please sign the following letter. Get your friends to copy and 
sign. Let's get ONE MILLION OR MORE L E T T E R S  in to the FCC and let 
the good people speak. 

Date 

Federal Communications Commission 
1919 I ' M "  Street 
Washington, D.C. 20054 

Gentlemen: 

I am an American and proud of my heritage. I am also very much 
aware of the place religious faith has played in the freedom we, 
as Americans, now enjoy. 

Therefore, I protest any human effort to remove from radio or 
television any programs designed to show faith in Almighty God or 
a Supreme Being. 

Sincerely, 

Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip 


