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SHOULD G O D ' S  PEOPLE TAKE ACTIVE PART 
I N  LOCAL COMMUNITY A C T I V I T I E S ?  

by Herber t  W. Armstrong 

W e  need t o  go t o  G O D ' S  WORD t o  understand o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  
and wi th  o u r  r e s p e c t i v e  local  communities. Misunderstanding had 
s t a r t e d  c reep ing  i n t o  God's Church. 

ought t o  s t a r t  t a k i n g  a more active par t  i n  local community a c t i v i t i e s .  
I t  w a s  even urged by one who is  no l o n g e r  i n  God's Church t h a t  t h e  
Worldwide Church of God m i n i s t e r s  ought  t o  become a c t i v e  i n  local 
s o c i a l  and community a f f a i r s  -- j o i n  v a r i o u s  clubs, perhaps t a k e  a 
s t and  on p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s ,  become an i n t e g r a l  pa r t  o f  t h e  community. 

But wha t  does t h e  Word of G o d  say?  What d i d  J e s u s  teach?  
Je sus  said t o  those who formed t h e  s t a r t i n g  nuc leus  of G o d ' s  

Church -- t h e  same church C h r i s t  h a s  c a l l e d  us  o u t  of t h e  world and 
bap t i zed  us  i n t o :  "These t h i n g s  I command you, t h a t  y e  love one 
a n o t h e r . . . i f  ye  w e r e  of the  world,  t h e  w o r l d  would love  h i s  own.. ." 
(John 15:17, 1 9 ) .  

L e t ' s  f a c e  it! Is n o t  t h e  under ly ing  motive i n  unth inkingly  
recommending t h a t  w e  -- and e s p e c i a l l y  o u r  m i n i s t e r s  who are o u r  local 
l e a d e r s  -- begin  f r a t e r n i z i n g  m o r e  w i t h  t h e  local community -- t a k i n g  
more a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  community ac t iv i t i e s  -- i s n ' t  t h i s  an u n r e a l i z e d  
d e s i r e  t o  win the  approval  of t h e  world which "loves i t s  own"? But 
J e sus  cont inued ,  " . . . bu t  because ye are n o t  of t h e  world" ( p a r t i c i p a -  
t i n g  i n  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s ) ,  "bu t  I have chosen you o u t  of t h e  world,  
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  world h a t e t h  you... .  I f  t hey  have pe r secu ted  m e ,  they  
w i l l  a lso p e r s e c u t e  you ..." ( v e r s e  2 0 ) .  

o u t  of t h e  world. J e s u s  C h r i s t  committed t o  m e  H i s  GREAT COMMISSION -- t o  GO FORTH as  H i s  Apos t le ,  t o  t h e  w o r l d  w i th  H i s  message. Y e t ,  
though w e  must l i v e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  J e s u s  s a i d  w e  are n o t  t o  be of it 
-- p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s !  

And J e s u s  C h r i s t  made t h i s  a COE'IPIAND! D o  w e  want t o  break  H i s  

I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  one of t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  an elder ( m i n i s t e r )  i s ,  

Some have thought  God's people, and H i s  m i n i s t e r s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

-- 

Brethren,  and f e l l o w  m i n i s t e r s ,  I know t h a t  G o d  h a s  c a l l e d  m e  
-- 

- 

C O M W D ?  

". . .he must have a good report of them which are wi thou t  ..." (of t h e  world) 
( I  Tim. 3:7). H e  must be blameless" ( v e r s e  2 ) .  But t h a t  does n o t  mean 
being a p a r t i c i p a n t  w i th  t h e  world i n  i t s  a f f a i r s  and i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  

This  I know: J e s u s  C h r i s t  commissioned m e  t o  go TO the  w o r l d  w i t h  
H i s  gospe l ,  b u t  n o t  t o  be OF it! 

W e  should a l l  l i v e  b lameless  before t h e  world -- l e t  o u r  l i g h t  
of Godly character so s h i n e  b e f o r e  t h e  world,  t h a t  they  may see o u r  

- 
- 
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good works. But t h a t  does n o t  mean t o  be - o f  them. 

The admoni t ion ,  "Be y e  n o t  unequa l ly  yoked t o g e t h e r  w i t h  un- 
b e l i e v e r s  . . . ' I  (I1 C o r .  6:14), a p p l i e s  n o t  o n l y  t o  m a r r i a g e  or  
b u s i n e s s  p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  b u t  i n  social  o r  f r a t e r n a l  c o n t a c t s  as w e l l .  
Not ice  t h e  remainder  o f  t h a t  same v e r s e :  " f o r  what f e l l o w s h i p  h a t h  
r i g h t e o u s n e s s  w i t h  u n r i g h t e o u s n e s s ?  and what communion h a t h  l i g h t  
w i t h  d a r k n e s s ? "  The passage  c o n t i n u e s  on t o  say  t h a t  we of t h e  
Church are t h e  v e r y  TEMPLE OF THE L I V I N G  GOD, t o  which C h r i s t  s h a l l  
come, i n  H i s  GLORY! 

T h i s  same passage  c o n t i n u e s ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  w o r l d l y  community 
i n  which w e  l i v e ,  "Wherefore come o u t  from among them, and be y e  
s e p a r a t e ,  s a i t h  t h e  Lord . . . ( v e r s e  1 7 )  . 
and a l so  of God t h e  F a t h e r  ( I  John 1:3). 

W e  are  called i n t o  t h e  FELLOWSHIP w i t h  C h r i s t  (I  C o r .  1 : 9 ) ,  

Notice God's  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  us, H i s  Church,  i n  Ephes i ans  5:ll: 
"And have no  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  t h e  u n f r u i t f u l  works  of d a r k n e s s . . . . "  

So, what  i s  t h e  sum of C h r i s t ' s  t e a c h i n g  t o  u s  i n  H i s  Church? 
W e  o f  n e c e s s i t y  must l i v e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  -- b u t  must n o t  be of it. W e  
must l e t  t h e  wor ld  see ourGOOD WORKS -- w e  must be f r i e n d l y ,  c o u r t e o u s ,  
p o l i t e  -- y e t  n o t  be a f r i e n d  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  "...Know y e  n o t  t h a t  t h e  
f r i e n d s h i p  o f  t h e  world is  enmi ty  w i t h  G o d ?  Whosoever therefore w i l l  
be  a f r i e n d  of t h e  world i s  t h e  enemy o f  -- God"! 

God's COMMAND and i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  u s  i s  DEFINITE! Tha t  i s  why 
I neve r  ( s i n c e  c o n v e r s i o n  51  y e a r s  ago)  have " j o i n e d "  or  a f f i l i a t e d  
w i t h  any of t h i s  w o r l d ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h a t  i s  WHY, when I w a s  sole 
leader, and God's Church w a s  smaller,  o u r  m i n i s t e r s  d i d  n o t  i n  any 
way p a r t i c i p a t e ,  f r a t e r n i z e ,  o r  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  t h e  world i n  t h e i r  
local communities.  

- - - - -- - - -- 
(James 4 : 4 . )  

But when I s a y  there has been a tendency  t o  w a t e r  down God's 
TRUTH i n  t h e  Church -- t o  see j u s t  how close t o  t h i s  wor ld ,  and t o  
S a t a n ' s  way, w e  can  come and s t i l l  "make it i n t o  God's  Kingdom," t h i s  
i s  one s p e c i f i c  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  what  I w a s  t a l k i n g  about !  

JESUS CHRIST i s  t h e  HEAD o f  t h i s  Church. But I a m  H i s  r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e ,  and n o t  S a t a n ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e !  JESUS CHRIST i s  p u t t i n g  
God back i n t o  H i s  Church and Co l l ege !  ---- 

L i s t e n  t o  what C h r i s t  i n s p i r e d  Peter t o  s a y :  "But y e  are a 
chosen g e n e r a t i o n ,  a r o y a l  p r i e s t h o o d ,  a n  h o l y  n a t i o n ,  a PECULIAR 
PEOPLE.. ..I1! ( I  Peter 2:9.) Notice --a "PECULIAR peop le"  -- U N I Q U E  
-- DIFFERENT -- u n l i k e  those around u s  i n  o u r  communities.  W e  have  
been called o u t  from them -- and y e t  one  who w a s  t a k i n g  t o  h i m s e l f  
a u t h o r i t y  n e v e r  v e s t e d  i n  him, w a s  encourag ing  o u r  m i n i s t e r s  t o  go back 
i n t o  them -- be l i k e  them -- p a r t i c i p a t e  w i t h  t h e m  -- become t h e  ENEMY 
OF GOD! T h i s  t ake -ove r  o f  u n a u t h o r i z e d  a u t h o r i t y  had p u t  i n t e r -  
c o l l e g i a t e  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  b a s k e t b a l l  c o u r t s  o f  God's C o l l e g e .  

g r e e d ,  envy and j e a l o u s y ,  is COMPETITIOK -- r i v a l r y  -- " p a r t y  s p i r i t "  
a s  M o f f a t t  t r a n s l a t e s  it. 

--- 
-- --- 

One of t h e  f r u i t s  of S a t a n ' s  w a y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  v a n i t y ,  l u s t  and 
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Once aga in ,  C h r i s t  through m e ,  has  p u t  t h a t  compet i t ion wi th  t h e  
world o u t  - of Ambassador College! 
should NOT compete wi th  t h e  o u t s i d e  world! 

And o u r  Church b a s k e t b a l l  teams 

There  h a s , b e e n  a TURN-AROUND i n  God's Church and College! 
those m i n i s t e r s  who have jo ined  l o c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  or c l u b s ,  C h r i s t  
commands, "Come o u t  from among them and be - ye -- separa te"!  

T o  

* * * * *  

Greetings F e l l o w  Min i s t e r s :  

Greet ings aga in  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  m i n i s t r y  worldwide. Thanks t o  
a l l  of you who have taken t h e  t i m e  t o  w r i t e  t h e  many letters I have 
received over  t h e  p a s t  f e w  months. 

Your express ions  of  suppoTt f o r  God's Work and i t s  l e a d e r ,  M r .  
Herbert  Armstrong, and your l o v e ,  your backing and your l o y a l t y  are 
very much apprec ia t ed  by M r .  Armstrong, by myself and by a l l  t h e  rest 
of us who are involved i n  d i r e c t i n g  t h i s  Worldwide Work. 

I t  has been my i n t e n t i o n  t o  keep up wi th  my correspondence by 
Th i s  way I had hoped w e  personal  r e p l i e s  t c  a l l  of  you who w r i t e .  

could keep communication a t  t h i s  pe r sona l  l e v e l  on a two-way street. 
I a m  s o r r y  t h a t  keeping up wi th  paperwork is  such a c o n t i n u a l  " w a r "  
t h a t  t h i s  r e s u l t s  i n  b e l a t e d  r e p l i e s  t o  many o f  you. But, w e ' l l  do 
our  b e s t  t o  keep as  c u r r e n t  as  p o s s i b l e .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  respond t o  M r .  Armstrong's l e a d e r s h i p  
of t h e  Church, w e  here  a t  headquar te rs  are s e t t i n g  up systems enabl ing  
us t o  work t o g e t h e r  i n  a w e l l  coord ina ted  way. I n  t h e  f i r s t  meeting 
he ld  r e c e n t l y  by t h e  Executive Coordinat ion Team for the  purpose of 
d i scuss ing  t h e  e n t i r e  s u b j e c t  of media as u t i l i z e d  by t h e  Work, I w a s  
impressed how t o t a l l y  t h i s  Work i s  one - Work. Every f a c e t  of  it over- 
l a p s ,  and impinges on every  o t h e r  area. For example, it i s  impossible  
t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  d i s c u s s  t h e  programs t h a t  d i sseminate  t h e  gospel  t o  t h e  
gene ra l  p u b l i c  wi thout  a t  some p o i n t  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  role 
i n  t h e  personal  c o n t a c t  (p rospec t ive  m e m b e r  v i s i t s )  t h a t  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  
generated by t h e  Work's media e f f o r t s .  

The l a s t  Pastor 's  Report conta ined  an a r t i c l e  by Robert Kuhn 
o u t l i n i n g  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e s e  coord ina t ion  meetings.  
i nc lud ing  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  of t h e  Report a summary of t h e  f i r s t  meeting. 

W e  are 

W e  i n  P a s t o r a l  Adminis t ra t ion have a lso begun a more e f f e c t i v e  
means of coord ina t ing  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  Church worldwide. W e  
i n t end  t o  have weekly meetings of t h e  key personnel  he re  a t  Pasadena 
r ep resen t ing  a l l  f a c e t s  of  t h e  Church i n  o r d e r  t o  d i s c u s s  c o l l e c t i v e l y  
a l l  c u r r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  needs and problems. Th i s  team w i l l  provide 
m e  wi th  t h e  "mul t i tude  o f  counsel"  t h a t  God t e l l s  us  g ives  s a f e t y .  

I n  no way are w e  t h e  "policy-making'' team. W e  are respons ive  
t o  M r .  Armstrong's l e a d e r s h i p  and recognize him as t h e  one who 
e s t a b l i s h e s  p o l i c y  and major procedura l  matters. 

Our meetings w i l l  i solate  p a r t i c u l a r  problems, needs f o r  clearer 
d e f i n i t i o n ,  recommended changes i n  procedure,  etc. W e  w i l l  then  submit 
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such needs  t o  t h e  Execu t ive  C o o r d i n a t i o n  Team,  and  i n  t u r n  t o  M r .  
Armstrong f o r  r e s o l u t i o n  as i s  p r o p e r  and r e q u i r e d .  

There are s e v e r a l  major  areas c f  t h e  m i n i s t r y  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
concern  u s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  One l a r g e  area i s  t h e  need f o r  much 
more s p e c i f i c  and d e f i n i t i v e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  role o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  
One pe r son  said r e c e n t l y  t h a t  he  f e l t  t h a t  i f  1 0  peop le  w e r e  a sked  
t o  d e f i n e  t h e  job o f  t h e  loca l  p a s t o r  you would g e t  1 0  d i f f e r e n t  
answers .  T h i s  i s  p robab ly  so. I t  might  even  be t h a t  a l l  1 0  ideas 
p u t  t o g e t h e r  would be  one good d e f i n i t i o n .  Bu t ,  my p o i n t  i s  t h a t  
i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h e  concep t  o f  what t h e  work of t h e  local church  
p a s t o r  i s  h a s  become somewhat confused .  T h i s  i s  o n l y  one o f  t h e  
many areas w e  w i l l  b e  d e v o t i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  o v e r  t h e  coming weeks. 

I a m  v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  Church i s  
s t a b l e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  
hav ing  v e r y  l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on t h e  Church. So f a r  as  w e  know, NO 
m i n i s t e r  h a s  t h u s  f a r  l e f t  t h e  Church t o  j o i n  T e d .  A s m a l l  number 
o f  "members" have been a t t e n d i n g  mee t ings  o f  t h e  "Church o f  G o d  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l "  i n  T y l e r ,  Texas ,  b u t  w e  have  been informed by t h e  
m i n i s t r y  i n  and around Big Sandy t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  of 
q u e s t i o n a b l e  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  Church anyway. 

The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  Ted Armstrong are 

Our pu rpose  i s  n o t  t o  f i g h t  t h o s e  who oppose u s  i n  d o i n g  t h i s  
Work o f  God, b u t  r a t h e r  s imply  work a l l  t h e  h a r d e r  i n  d e v o t i n g  ou r -  
s e l v e s  t o  G o d ' s  s e r v i c e .  T h a t ,  I hope,  is what e a c h  o f  you i s  s t r i v i n g  
i n  e v e r y  way t o  d o  i n  your  l oca l  church  p a s t o r a t e s .  

One more i t e m  I w a n t  t o  c o v e r  i n  t h i s  Repor t  c o n c e r n s  t h e  F e s t i v a l  
season  now v e r y  soon t o  be  upon us .  

God h a s  g i v e n  u s  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  meaning o f  t h e  Holy 
Days. The k e e p i n g  o f  t h e s e  a n n u a l  " s t o p - s i g n s , "  t h e s e  r eminde r s  o f  
God's p l a n  t h a t  is  b e i n g  worked o u t  h e r e  on e a r t h ,  i s  one o f  t h e  
most i m p o r t a n t  d o c t r i n a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  w e  have and i s  one  o f  t h e  
s i g n s  t h a t  d e s i g n a t e s  u s  as "peop le  o f  G o d . "  Under s t and ing  t h e  t r u t h  
a b o u t  t h e  Holy Days i s  v i t a l  t o  o u r  r ema in ing  close t o  God i n  t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  H i s  pu rpose  f o r  mankind. 

B e  s u r e  t h a t  each  o f  you p r e a c h  moving, e f f e c t i v e ,  powerfu l  and 
meaningful  sermons i n  advance o f  and i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f a s t  
approaching  F e s t i v a l  s e a s o n .  L e t ' s  a l l  of u s  do o u r  p a r t  t o  p r e p a r e  
God's peop le  f o r  t h e  m o s t  u p l i f t i n g ,  m o s t  encourag ing  and m o s t  
i n s p i r i n g  Feast o f  T a b e r n a c l e s  we 've o b s e r v e d  i n  t h i s  age. 

W e  a l l  need t o  draw closer t o  G o d  i n  u n i t y ,  i n  teamwork, i n  
p e r s o n a l l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  w i t h  C h r i s t  as H i s  " c a l l e d - o u t "  o n e s  who have 
been made a p a r t  o f  t h i s  "body o f  C h r i s t "  t o  do t h e  work o f  G o d  i n  
t h i s  c r i t i ca l  t i m e .  

Fe l low m i n i s t e r s ,  t h i s  i s  a good t i m e  f o r  a l l  o f  u s  t o  examine 
o u r s e l v e s .  I f  w e  a re  n o t  m o t i v a t e d  by a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  g r a t i t u d e  t o  
God f o r  r e v e a l i n g  t o  u s  t h e  ' ' p e a r l s  o f  wisdom and t r u t h , "  f o r  making 
us  a p a r t  o f  H i s  Work and a l l o w i n g  u s  t o  serve i n  H i s  m i n i s t r y ,  t h e n  
w e  s u r e l y  canno t  be e f f e c t i v e  i n  l e a d i n g ,  i n s p i r i n g  and  m o t i v a t i n g  
o t h e r s .  
you have y o u r  p r i o r i t i e s  o r g a n i z e d  and  y o u r  objectives w e l l  d e f i n e d .  

Please t a k e  t i m e  i n  t h o u g h t ,  p r a y e r  and s t u d y  t o  be s u r e  
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Know where you are going and always make your d e c i s i o n s  based on 
t h e  r i g h t  reasons.  

Once aga in ,  l e t ' s  do ou r  p a r t  very  s i n c e r e l y  and e f f e c t i v e l y  
t o  ensure  t h a t  God's people a r e  thoroughly e d i f i e d  and u p l i f t e d  by 
t h e  coming Holy Days. 

God be w i t h  a l l  of you. Our p r a y e r s  are w i t h  you. 

With Love i n  J e s u s '  N a m e ,  

C .  Wayne C o l e  

MINUTES - OF MEDIA COORDINATION TEAM MEETING On Thursday, August 2 4 ,  
t h e  f i rs t  meeting of t h e  Media Coordinat ion Team w a s  he ld .  About 20 
men, r ep resen t ing  a l l  t h e  major areas of  t h e  Work, p a r t i c i p a t e d .  A l l  
shared a real  enthusiasm f o r  bo th  the concept and t h e  i n i t i a l  execu- 
t i o n  of such coopera t ive  and c r e a t i v e  e f f o r t s  ded ica t ed  t o  suppor t ing  
M r .  Armstrong i n  doing God's Work. The minutes fol low immediately. 

--Robert Kuhn 

M r .  Wayne Cole began by in t roduc ing  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  and func t ions  of  
t h e  Media Team, s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  our  primary purpose w a s  t h e  a n a l y s i s  
and coord ina t ion  of  information f o r  M r .  Herbert  W. Armstrong's 
cons idera t ion .  Robert Kuhn added t h a t  t h e  team would "recommend, 'I 
and t h a t  M r .  Rader 's  close a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  M r .  Armstrong w i l l  make 
t h e  Work's efforts s u c c e s s f u l  s i n c e  w e  can now be s u r e  t h a t  M r .  
Armstrong w i l l  always be f u l l y  informed about ,  and i n  f u l l  c o n t r o l  
o f ,  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

The involvement of  Church Adminis t ra t ion ,  represented  by M r .  Wayne 
C o l e ,  A r t  Mokarow and Ted Herlofson,  w i l l  g r e a t l y  enhance the  T e a m ' s  
capac i ty  t o  i n t e g r a t e  information across t h e  e n t i r e  spectrum of t h e  
Work's r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  Now w e  can t r a c k ,  ana lyze  and d i s c u s s  
t h e  progress  and p a t t e r n s  of people  who respond t o  ou r  message -- 
whether on T.V. ,  r a d i o ,  P.T. newsstands, etc. -- and fo l low them 
through t h e i r  p rog res s ive  involvement w i t h  o u r  l i t e r a tu re  and up 
through i n i t i a l  Church con tac t  and baptism. 

The e s t a b l i s h e d  gene ra l  procedure ca l l s  f o r  each meeting t o  open 
wi th  b r i e f  "updates" on t h e  major areas of the Work -- Church, 
Television-Radio,  E d i t o r i a l ,  Mail/Subscriber Se rv ice ,  Publ i sh ing ,  
Media Analys is ,  etc. Then, a f t e r  whatever i n t r o d u c t o r y  d i s c u s s i o n s  
are needed, w i l l  fo l low 1 o r  2 d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t s  on s p e c i f i c  areas 
of t h e  Work. 

M r .  Rader emphasized t h e  oppor tuni ty  w e  a l l  have t o  work t o g e t h e r  
as a team i n  suppor t ing  M r .  Armstrong t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  G r e a t  Commission; 
t h a t  t h e  department heads w i l l  be working t o g e t h e r  as a team; t h a t  
t h e  F inanc ia l  area w i l l  work t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  va r ious  departments 
t o  determine and c o n t r o l  budgets and a c t i v i t i e s ;  and t h a t  w e  have a 
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real opportunity for interaction and creativity in doing the Work. 
Mr. Rader was especially desirous of bringing and keeping Mr. Armstrong 
completely up to date with respect to our backlog of spot commercials, 
administrative procedures in each area, etc. He therefore requested 
all reports which must be written to be duplicated in larger type 
for Mr. Armstrong. Mr. Rader and Mr. Cornwall reviewed our relation- 
ship with our time-buying agency, emphasizing both the nature of 
the industry and our own control prerogatives and responsibilities 
in our continuing relationship with Ed Libov Associates. 

Mr. Rice began an in-depth presentation of our current system in 
working with "new adds" to our file. He explained how the new system 
was designed in very close cooperation with Mr. Armstrong and would 
very markedly and dramatically put the "Worldwide Church of God" out 
front as well as reduce the average time for an individual to cycle 
through our system from three years to one year. It is obviously too 
early to determine the actual effectiveness of this program, but the 
general consensus was extremely favorable to the well-thought-out 
concepts and techniques to help bring people along. Requiring new 
subscribers to request all literature, including their P.T. subscription, 
results in a more realistic list, greater involvement and higher 
financial efficiency. 

The desirability of increasing the number of people on our mailing 
list, at the most efficient cost of acquisition, was highlighted by 
two facts: 1) an almost constant percentage of subscribers who go 
on to become Donors, Coworkers, and Members (lo%, 1%, .1% respectively); 
2 )  the need to galvanize the ministry into an effective, action- 
oriented force. However, as we move "upfront" in telling people 
about the Church, as Mr. Armstrong has directed, these percentages 
may change significantly. 

An animated discussion of the current state of the ministry, led by 
Messrs. Cole, Mokarow and Herlofson, followed -- how prepared our 
men are for crisis counseling, how they can become better trained to 
meet the needs of the 1980s, how they can learn to become more pro- 
fessional ministers, and how we need to select and prepare men for 
the self-sacrificing life of dedication to the brethren which must 
be the hallmark of the true minister of God. The conclusion was 
unanimous that the ministry needs a sense of fulfillment! 

The first meeting of the Media Team was enthusiastically appreciated 
by all, and the open discussions of many areas of the Work highlighted 
our great mutual opportunities for the future. Of particular impor- 
tance was the necessity for continuing a close integration between 
all media departments and the Church. 

The meeting concluded with the following assignments for future 
thought, presentation and discussion: 

1) Data gathering and tracking. Analysis of procedures and 
efficiency ideas. 

2 )  Criteria for acquisition efficiency analysis such as cost 
per response vs. cost per renewal vs. cost per donor, etc. 

3 )  P.T.  content to conform to Mr. Fi.W.A.'s directives and atten- 
tive to subscriber feedback. 
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4 )  Innova t ive  T.V.  p roduc t ions .  

5) Direct m a i l  t e chn iques  l e a r n e d  from Quest /78 wi th  a p p l i c a t i o n s  
. f o r  e f f i c i e n t  s u b s c r i b e r  a c q u i s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  P.T. 

6 )  Booklet  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  p l a c e s  such as P.T.  news- 
s t a n d s .  

7) F a i r  Booths.  

8 )  Human P o t e n t i a l  Center  as  a v e h i c l e  f o r  Church s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  
b r e t h r e n  and t h e  local congrega t ions .  

9 )  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P u b l i s h i n g  Coord ina t ion .  

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE PRE-FEAST GOOD NEWS The l a s t  r e g u l a r  i s s u e  
of  The Good N e w s  t o  be p r i n t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  F e a s t  o f  Tabe rnac le s  t h i s  
y e a r  is scheduled  f o r  September 25 .  W e  are n.ow making p l a n s  f o r  a 
s p e c i a l  i s s u e  which w i l l  c a r r y  a r t i c l e s  geared  f o r  members soon t o  
h i t  t h e  road  f o r  t h e i r  chosen F e s t i v a l  s i t e .  I f  you have any copy 
you wish t o  i n c l u d e ,  p l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  o u r  d e a d l i n e  f o r  o u r  pre-Feas t  
i s s u e  i s  September 18.  A r t i c l e s  r e c e i v e d  a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e  w i l l  n o t  
reach  t h e  r e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  paper  u n t i l  w e l l  a f t e r  t h e  F e a s t ,  i f  a t  
a l l .  The Good N e w s  w i l l  n o t  p u b l i s h  d u r i n g  t h e  F e a s t ,  b u t  w i l l  
resumenormal bi-weekly (every  two weeks) p u b l i c a t i o n  beg inn ing  
November 6 .  (The d e a d l i n e  f o r  t h e  November 6 i s s u e  is  October  30.) 

--Dexter Fau lkne r ,  Good N e w s  

A LOOK AT THE NEW ROMAN PONTIFF With a speed  t h a t  s u r p r i s e d  even 
Vat ican  " i n s i d e r s , "  t h e  secret conclave  of c a r d i n a l s  e l e c t e d  C a r d i n a l  
Albino Luc ian i ,  65, as  263rd P o n t i f f  of t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church l a s t  
Saturday d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  d a y ' s  b a l l o t i n g  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  S i s t i n e  
Chapel.  

Although C a r d i n a l  Luc ian i  had been mentioned a s  b e i n g  among t h e  l a t e  
Pope P a u l ' s  p o s s i b l e  s u c c e s s o r s ,  h e  w a s  b e l i e v e d  t o  have been o r i g i n a l l y  
f a r  down on t h e  l i s t  o f  p a p a b i l i .  H e  h imsel f  joked t o  an American news- 
man b e f o r e  t h e  conclave  t h a t  h e  w a s  on " L i s t  C . "  What i s  obvious now 
however, i s  t h a t  a s  t h e  days dwindled down toward t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  C a r d i n a l  
Lucian i  emerged from i n n e r - c i r c l e  caucus ing  as  an a c c e p t a b l e  compromise 
cand ida te  who could  be  suppor t ed  by n e a r l y  a l l  i d e o l o g i c a l  f a c t i o n s ,  
and by b o t h  I t a l i a n  and n o n - I t a l i a n  electors. 

Card ina l  Luc ian i  chose "John Paul  I "  as h i s  p a p a l  name, making him 
t h e  f i r s t  pope t o  e v e r  assume a double  name. I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h e  
chose t h e  names o f  h i s  t w o  p r e d e c e s s o r s  -- John X X I I I  and Paul  VI -- 
bo th  as a t r i b u t e  t o  them as w e l l  as t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he  would c o n t i n u e  
t h e  g e n e r a l  l i n e s  o f  t h e i r  moderate  r e f o r m i s t  p o l i c i e s ,  avo id ing  any 
s h a r p  change o f  d i r e c t i o n  i n  t h e  church .  

The new pope is  cons ide red  t o  b e  a modera te -conserva t ive  i n  h i s  
t h e o l o g i c a l  o u t l o o k ,  having  been a p r o t e g e ,  f o r  a t i m e ,  o f  C a r d i n a l  
Al f redo  O t t a v i a n i ,  now 87, t h e  V a t i c a n ' s  N o .  1 c o n s e r v a t i v e .  There 
would t h u s  appea r  t o  be  l i t t l e  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  r e l a x i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  
church t e a c h i n g s  on m o r a l i t y ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  areas o f  d i v o r c e  

/ /  
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and b i r t h  c o n t r o l ,  or t h o s e  on p r i e s t l y  c e l i b a c y  and a s t r i c t l y  m a l e  
p r i e s t h o o d  -- i s s u e s  which have caused  wide d i s s e n t  i n  t h e  church  i n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s .  (Pope John P a u l ,  as  a p r e l a t e ,  s a t  on a commission 
c a l l e d  by Pau l  t o  c o n s i d e r  i f  any a r t i f i c i a l  methods o f  c o n t r a -  
c e p t i o n  cou ld  be a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  church  and s ided 
w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  t h a t  s a i d  t h e  p i l l  c o u l d  be p e r m i t t e d .  A f t e r  P a u l  
i gnored  t h e  a d v i c e  of h i s  own commission and banned t h e  p i l l  and 
e v e r y  o t h e r  means o f  a r t i f i c i a l  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  e n c y c l i c a l  
"humanae v i t a e , "  t h e  p r e s e n t  pope remained s i l e n t  on t h e  s u b j e c t  from 
t h a t  t i m e  onward.)  

C a r d i n a l  Lucian1  i s  a n a t i v e  o f  t h e  s c e n i c  D o l o m i t e  Mountains v i l l a g e  
o f  Forno d i  Canale  i n  t h e  Veneto r e g i o n  of  n o r t h e a s t  I t a l y .  H i s  
f a t h e r ,  a g l a s s  b lower  and b r i c k l a y e r ,  w a s  an I t a l i a n  soc ia l i s t ,  
which p robab ly  a c c o u n t s  f o r  L u c i a n i ' s  p r o g r e s s i v e  social  views.  
Ordained as a p r i e s t  i n  1935 a t  age  22, L u c i a n i  rose th rough  t h e  
r a n k s ,  e v e n t u a l l y  b e i n g  named P a t r i a r c h  (Bishop)  o f  Venice by Pope 
Pau l  V I  i n  1969.  I n  1973 Pope P a u l  o r d a i n e d  him a c a r d i n a l .  N o t  
much i s  known y e t  o f  t h e  s ta te  o f  h i s  h e a l t h ,  though one  U . S .  
t e l e v i s i o n  network d e s c r i b e d  him as  b e i n g  somewhat " f r a i l , "  h a v i n g  
had h e a l t h  problems as a youth .  

Cus tomar i ly  d e s c r i b e d  as a q u i e t  and s i m p l e  man, y e t  v e r y  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  
John Pau l  h a s  been i n v o l v e d  mos t ly  i n  p a s t o r a l  work i n  t h e  p a r i s h e s  
and d i o c e s e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  V a t i c a n  b u r e a u c r a c y  (he  w a s  n o t  a 
member of t h e  C u r i a ) .  

Though g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be a " p a s t o r a l "  r a t h e r  t h a n  a " p o l i t i c a l "  
pope (he  a lso eschews t h e  l a b e l s  " c o n s e r v a t i v e "  and " l i b e r a l " ) ,  John 
Pau l  I i s  recogn ized  as  b e i n g  an a r d e n t  anti-Communist .  H e  h a s  
p u b l i s h e d  a r t i c l e s  i n  t i m e s  p a s t  i n  t h e  Vat ican d a i l y  L'Osservatore 
Romano, oppos ing  any accommodation wha t soeve r  by  t h e  Church w i t h  
Marxism. I n  1975 he  recommended d i s c i p l i n a r y  punishment f o r  p r i e s t s  
who spoke o u t  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y  o r  o t h e r  l e f t i s t  g roups .  

C a r d i n a l  L u c i a n i  once a d m i t t e d  t o  a r e p o r t e r  t h a t  h e  found i t  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  a c c e p t  t h e  Vatican C o u n c i l ' s  t e a c h i n g  t h a t  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  are 
e n t i t l e d  t o  f u l l  and e q u a l  l i b e r t y .  T h i s  he f e l t  w a s  i n  c o n f l i c t  
w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t e a c h i n g  t h a t  Roman C a t h o l i c i s m  is t h e  "only  
t r u e  r e l i g i o n , "  which c o n f e r s  upon it r i g h t s  t h a t  o t h e r s  do n o t  have .  
I t  w a s  h i s  former  mentor ,  C a r d i n a l  O t t a v i a n i ,  who had developed  t h e  
t h e s i s  t h a t  "on ly  t r u t h  h a s  r i g h t s .  C a r d i n a l  L u c i a n i  , however,  
subsequen t ly  claimed t o  have become convinced  o f  " h i s  error" on 
t h i s  p o i n t .  The f a c t  t h a t  h e  h a s  backed away from h i s  p r e v i o u s  hard-  
l i n e  s t a n d  r e g a r d i n g  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  and b e l i e f s  h a s  l e d  some o b s e r v e r s  
t o  s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  John P a u l  w i l l  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  V a t i c a n  C o u n c i l ' s  
r e l a t i v e  openness  toward t h e  non-Ca tho l i c  and non-Chr i s t i an  world.  

All i n  a l l ,  it would seem a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e  t h a t  n o  d r a m a t i c  
changes or i n n o v a t i o n s  l a y  i n  store f o r  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church 
d u r i n g  Pope John P a u l ' s  papacy.  But as  h a s  been f r e q u e n t l y  observed 
i n  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  p a p a l  o f f i c e  o f t e n  "creates t h e  man," o r  b r i n g s  o u t  
unexpected q u a l i t i e s  i n  him. Thus,  u n t i l  Pope John P a u l  a c t u a l l y  
b e g i n s  t o  f u n c t i o n  i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  w e  can  o n l y  s p e c u l a t e .  However, 
j udg ing  on t h e  bas i s  o f  h i s  career and p e r s o n a l i t y ,  it w i l l  p r o b a b l y  
be  n e c e s s a r y  t o  look  f o r  a n o t h e r  t o  s t e p  i n t o  t h e  " F a l s e  P r o p h e t "  
role d e p i c t e d  i n  prophecy.  
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For your i n t e r e s t  (or f o r  whatever else it may be wor th) ,  an o l d  I r i s h  
Cathol ic  prophecy of t h e  12th  Century p r e d i c t s  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be 
265 popes before  " t h e  end of t h e  world." Pope John Paul I is number 
263. The l a s t  pope, according t o  t h i s  prophecy of "Malachy," an o l d  
I r i s h  bishop, is  to  take t h e  name "Peter t h e  Roman." T i m e  w i l l  have 
t o  judge t h e  prophecy's accuracy. 

--Gene H. Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 


