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UPDATE ON MR. HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG'S D E C I S I O N  CONCEFXIING QUEST/77 On 
J a n u a r y  3 ,  1978, a t  t h e  Board o f  Director 's  mee t ing  of t h e  Worldwide 
Church of God, M r .  Armstrong made t h e  f o l l o w i n g  comments c o n c e r n i n g  
the Ambassador I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C u l t u r a l  F o u n d a t i o n  and QUEST magazine: 

- 
I approved  b o t h  t h e  Founda t ion  and  QUEST/77. I know t h a t  S t a n l e y  
R a d e r  and  Robert Kuhn have been  v e r y  a c c u r a t e  i n  p r e d i c t i n g  t he  
r e s u l t s  of t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  effor ts .  I have  p e r s o n a l l y  s e e n  what 
t h e  Founda t ion  and  QUEST/77 d i d  fo r  m e  and  t h e  Work d u r i n g  my 
e f f o r t s  abroad these l a s t  three y e a r s .  I -have n o t  read each  
QUEST/77, b u t  I d i d  give my whole a p p r o v a l  and a u t h o r i t y  t o  
S t a n l e y  Rader t o  get  t h e  best / o u t s i d e  - p r o f e s s i o n a l s 7  - and t o  - 
make QUEST/77 a s u c c e s s .  

I know t h a t  QUEST/77 l a n d  now QUEST/787 h a s  been  v e r y  w e l l  
received everywhere  tha t  it w a s  designed t o  go, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  c e r t a i n  circles where w e  would be u n l i k e l y  t o  r e a c h  d i r e c t l y  
w i t h  o u r  o t h e r  e f f o r t s .  I t  h a s  g i v e n  u s  much prestige and  much 
h e l p  i n  c o u n t e r i n g  t h e  a t t a c k s  o f  our enemies  b e c a u s e  of i t s  
impact  on p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  places i n  t h e  community. 

Bu t ,  I a m  aware t h a t  there are c e r t a i n  problems t h a t  have 
been created by QUEST/77. Much o f  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  arises from 
t h e  f a i l u r e  of some m e m b e r s  and  even  some m i n i s t e r s  t o  rea l ize  
tha t  QUEST/77 w a s  n o t  d e s i q n e d  t o  be a v e h i c l e  t o  reach a l l  
p e r s o n s  o r  t o  r e a c h  any p e r s o n  d i r e c t l y  i n  b i b l i c a l  idioms w i t h  
t h e  b i b l i c a l  message. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  h a s  been  some conce rn  
w i t h i n  t h e  Church when ar t ic les  or  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  have appeared 
which seem t o  be i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  o u r  basic u n d e r l y i n g  v a l u e s  
and which seem t o  b e  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  o u r  basic t e a c h i n g s .  
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W e  must s t r i v e  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h i s  c o n f u s i o n  and  t o  be of one  mind 
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  QUEST/77 as a means of g e t t i n g  
t h e  g o s p e l  t o  t h e  wor ld .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I a m  aware t h a t  QUEST/77 
may have  had  an i m p a c t  on  o u r  b u d g e t  greater t h a n  I had  a n t i c i -  
p a t e d  and p e r h a p s  greater t h a n  f o r s e e n  by  o u r  f i n a n c i a l  men. 
Accord ing ly  QUEST/77 may have  t o  be c u r t a i l e d  o r  even abandoned 
i f  it i s  c o s t i n g  too much, o r  if i t  i s  k e e p i n g  u s  from f u l f i l l i n g  
o u r  work i n  o t h e r  areas more d i r e c t l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  great 
commission. The cost of o p e r a t i o n  of QUEST/77 t o  the  Work must  
be r educed  or  it may have  t o  be s o l d  o r  even  abandoned i f  i t s  
c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i l l  i m p a i r  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  
g r e a t  commission. 

0 I n  J a n u a r y ,  M r .  Arrristrong e n v i s i o n e d  t h a t  w e  would c o n t i n u e  t o  p u b l i s h  
QUEST/78 t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1978 t o  d e t e r m i n e  whe the r  o u r  
f i n a n c i a l  commitment t o  QUEST w a s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  overal l  p r i o r i t i e s  
of t h e  Work; and d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  1978,  h e  a l s o  con templa t ed  t h a t  an 
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e f f o r t  s h o u l d  be made t o  make t h e  m e m b e r s  and  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  more 
f u l l y  aware o f  t h e  v a l u e  of QUEST/78 t o  t h e  Work. 

During t h e  l a s t  f e w  months,  I have  had  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d i s c u s s  
0 

QUEST/78 i n  great de t a i l  w i t h  M r .  Armstrong and t o  s h a r e  my views 
w i t h  him. Consequen t ly ,  h e  h a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  h i s  comments ( q u o t e d  
above a t  t h e  board m e e t i n g  i n  J a n u a r y )  r e f l e c t e d - c l e a r l y  and a c c u r a t e l y  
h i s  c u r r e n t  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  of QUEST/78 for  
t h e  rest of t h e  y e a r .  Accord ing ly ,  h e  i n s t r u c t e d  m e  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  
t h e  e x t r i c a t i o n  of t h e  Church from d i rec t  involvement  i n  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  QUEST/77 a t  t h e  ear l ies t  p o s s i b l e  moment, c o n s i s t e n t  with 
good b u s i n e s s  practice,  and  t o  f i n d  a b u y e r ,  if a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e ,  before 
t h e  end  of t h e  c a l e n d a r  year 1978. 

Responding t o  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e ,  Ray Wr igh t ,  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  f o r  F i n a n c i a l  
A f f a i r s ,  and  I wen t  t o  N e w  York l a s t  w e e k  and  took  immediate steps t o  
s e p a r a t e  t h e  Church f r o m  a l l  of  t h e  d i rect  p u b l i s h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
QUEST/78. W e  also i n i t i a t e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  prominent  p u b l i s h e r s  and 
o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  who have  e v i n c e d  an  i n t e r e s t  i n  a c q u i r i n g  QUEST/78. 

-- 

N a t u r a l l y ,  w e  c a n n o t  approach  t h e  sa le  of a v a l u a b l e  asset w i t h o u t  - 
e x p l o r i n g  a l l  of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  and  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  t i m e  w e  do 
n o t  know whe the r  w e  w i l l  be able  t o  f i n d  a b u y e r  a t  what  w e  c o n s i d e r  
t o  b e  a n  appropriate s e l l i n g  price w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  f e w  weeks,  o r  even 
by t h e  e n d  of 1978. H o w e v e r ,  it is  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  w e  w i l l  have t o  fund 
QUEST beyond December 31, 1978 i n  l i g h t  of t h e  p r o f i t  p r o j e c t i o n s  t h a t  
were made ava i lab le  t o  u s  l a s t  J a n u a r y  -- p r o j e c t i o n s  which are b e i n g  
b r o u g h t  up t o  date for  us  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  

I n  any e v e n t ,  t h e  magazine w i l l  now be p u b l i s h e d ,  as w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  
con templa t ed  by M r .  Armstrong,  e n t i r e l y  by o u t s i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  who 
w e r e  engaged a t  M r .  Arms t rong ' s  d i r e c t i o n .  Church p e r s o n n e l  who, f o r  
one r e a s o n  or  a n o t h e r ,  were added t o  t h e  s t a f f  o f  QUEST/78 i n  New 
York have  been  r e a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  f i e l d  w i t h i n  t h e  Work 
where t h e y  w i l l  be able t o  u s e  t h e  v a l u a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  t h e y  g a i n e d  
w h i l e  working  w i t h  QUEST/78. T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n c l u d e s  e x p o s u r e  t o  
commercial c i r c u l a t i o n ,  p r o d u c t i o n ,  p romot ion  and  even  e d i t i n g  t ech -  
n i q u e s  i n  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  a t  l a r g e .  N a t u r a l l y ,  w e  e x p e c t  t h a t  
t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i l l  be of i n e s t i m a b l e  v a l u e  t o  The P l a i n  T r u t h ,  Good 
N e w s ,  - and t h e  v a r i o u s  church  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

During t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  weeks,  i n  f u r t h e r a n c e  of Mr. Arms t rong ' s  
d i r e c t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  u l t i m a t e  sale o f  QUEST and t h e  c u r t a i l m e n t  
of t h e  c h u r c h ' s  a c t iv i t i e s  w i t h  respect t o  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  
of QUEST/78, w e  have d i s c o n t i n u e d  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E d i t i o n .  

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E d i t i o n  w a s  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  
1978, a l t h o u g h  M r .  Armstrong and  I t h o u g h t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  i t  w a s  a 
premature  e f f o r t  i n  l i g h t  o f  the s h o r t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  U.S. E d i t i o n  
was i n  p u b l i c a t i o n .  T h a t  h a s  proven  t o  be t h e  case, as  w e l l  as  a 
ve ry  e x p e n s i v e  o p e r a t i o n .  The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E d i t i o n  w i l l  no l o n g e r  
be i n  newss tand  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  England and  t h e  European c o n t i n e n t .  
W e  s h a l l ,  however ,  c o n t i n u e  t o  f u l f i l l  o u r  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  t h a t  had  
been r e c e i v e d  as a r e s u l t  of t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
E d i t i o n  i n  h c t h  areas  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  1978. 
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The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E d i t i o n  h a s  a l s o  been  c i r c u l a t i n g  on newss tands  i n  
Sou th  A f r i c a .  However, i t  w a s  d o i n g  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l  t h e r e  and  w i t h  
a modicum of expense  due  t o  t h e  a l r e a d y  heavy p e n e t r a t i o n  of t h e  area 
by t h e  Work's p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  and  by M r .  Arms t rong ' s  a c t iv i t i e s  over 
t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s .  Cons.equently w e  m o r e  t h a n  1 , i k e l y  w i l l  p r i n t  and  
b u l k - s h i p  t h e  U.S. E d i t i o n  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  v e r y  
f r u i t f u l  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  marke t .  W e  s h a l l  a l so  c o n t i n u e  t o  f u l f i l l  
s u b s c r i p t i o n s  a l r e a d y  g e n e r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  I n t e r n a k i o n a l  E d i t i o n .  

b 

A s  you c a n  see, t h e s e  r e c e n t  d e c i s i o n s  of M r .  Armstrong c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
f u t u r e  o f  QUEST w e r e  n o t  p r e c i p i t o u s  i n  any  way. Over t h e s e  many months 
M r .  Armstrong h a s  e x p r e s s e d  conce rn  o v e r  t h e  a p p r e h e n s i o n s  and  doubts 
of some c o n c e r n i n g  what  QUEST'S role w a s  a n d  was n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  be i n  
h e l p i n g  i n d i r e c t l y  i n  o u r  commission o f  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h e  g o s p e l .  O r  
t h e  p o s i t i v e  side, w e  g r e a t l y  v a l u e  t h e  acclaim t h e  magazine h a s  b r o u g h t  
t o  u s  by b e i n g  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  compe- 
t i t i v e  a r e n a  of magazine p u b l i s h i n g .  

So, w h i l e  t h e  Church i s  wi thd rawing  f r o m  a c t i v e  -day-to-day invo lvemen t  
i n  t h e  magazine,  i t  rema ins  a v e r y  v a l u a b l e  i n v e s t m e n t  u n t i l  d i s p o s e d  
o f .  I n  t h i s  w e  are stewards and  must  p r o t e c t  o u r  i n v e s t m e n t  as  w e  - 
proceed  t o  e l i c i t  a n d  c o n s i d e r  a l l  s u i t a b l e  o f f e r s .  ( W e  are,  by t h e  
way, r e c e i v i n g  cal ls  e v e r y  day  from i n t e r e s t e d  b u y e r s . )  I f  t h i s  d i -  
ves tmen t  o f  QUEST s h o u l d  t a k e  months before w e  match t h e  r i g h t  b u y e r  
w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  price w e  w i l l ,  i n  t h e  meant ime,  soon be r e c e i v i n g  a 
r e t u r n  as t h e  magazine ge ts  i n  t h e  b l a c k .  

-- S t a n l e y  R .  Rader  

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS I N  E D I T O R I A L  SEF.VICES Been on  v a c a t i o n  f o r  a few 
weeks -- , i r s t  t i m e  I ' v e  t a k e n  a comple t e  v a c a t i o n  s i n c e  b e i n g  i n  
t h e  Work. While away I managed t o  g e t  a good s t a r t  on s e v e r a l  PT 
ar t ic les  and  c a t c h  up on my r e a d i n g .  Have t o  fill t h e  w e l l ,  you 
know. . . 
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C o n t r a r y  t o  an  a b s u r d  rumor I h e a r d ,  I was n o t  i n  Co lo rado  " c o n s p i r i n g "  
w i t h  anyone -- I w a s  i n  Canada s t a y i n g  w i t h  re la t ives  -- and  g e t t i n g  
s i c k  t h e  l a s t  week. No matter what  anyone i s  s a y i n g ,  I had  no  c o n t a c t  
wha t soeve r  w i t h  M r .  GTA d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  v a c a t i o n  p e r i o d .  f i o r s  can 
c e r t a i n l y  be maddening! 

I n  any e v e n t ,  p l a n s  are  p r o c e e d i n g  w e l l  f o r  t h e  b i b l i c a l  supp lemen t  
t o  be added t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  PT. Because  w e  are working  so f a r  ahead ,  
however,  t h e  f irst  i n s t a l l m e n t  may n o t  show up u n t i l  November or  
December. Many have  expressed g r e a t  e n t h u s i a s m  for  t h e  supplement  -- 
Frank Brown believes i t  w i l l  b e  a great h e l p  t o  t h e  Work i n  England .  
W e  c e r t a i n l y  hope so! 

W e  have some f r e s h  copy on hand from M r .  Herbert Armstrong f o r  t h e  PT 
and t h a t  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  w e  are working  on -- Octobe r /  
November. -- B r i a n  Knowles, E d i t o r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

A 

"0 i SUGGESTIONS FROM THE FIELD The f o l l o w i n g  r e m a r k s  a b o u t  m e m b e r  moves 
from Ron Lohr ,  P a s t o r  i n  Tampa, F l o r i d a ,  conce rn  a problem t h a t  i s  
f a i r l y  wide - sp read  and  e s p e c i a l l y  a f f e c t s  u s  h e r e  a t  Pasadena .  P a s t o r s  
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i n  t h e  area t e l l  m e  t h a t  an average of between one and t w o  pe r sons  
a week end up h e r e  wi thou t  funds and w i t h  nowhere t o  go. 

H 

A s  Ron observes, m o s t  of t h e s e  m e m b e r s  making unwise moves are n o t  
mal ic ious .  They are j u s t  p i ck ing  up s t a k e s  and moving w i t h o u t  seek -  
i n g  t h e  proper counse l  or  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  of  t h e i r  s i t u a -  
t i o n .  

Please follow Ron's sugges t ionand  mention t h e  problem t o  any i n  your  
congrega t ion  who may be  contemplat ing a move. I t  i s  wrong f o r  members 
w i th  inadequate  funds  t o  move wi th  t h e  idea i n  t h e  back of t h e i r  minds 
t h a t  the  Church w i l l  t a k e  care of  them i f  t hey  run i n t o  trouble. 

0 

A f t e r  counse l ing  w i t h  a couple  of f i n a n c i a l l y  d e s t i t u t e  fami1:es 
t h a t  have j u s t  moved i n t o  t h e  area, t h e  thought  occur red  t o  m e  
t h a t  w e  ought t o  make s o m e  k i n d  o f  p u b l i c  s t a t emen t  t o  t h e  effect  
thaf ,  t h e  Church w i l l  n o t  be on t h e  o t h e r  end t o  b a i l  them o u t  
( u s t a l l y  f r o m  t h e  C e n t r a l  C l e a r i n g  Account) when members make 
i l l - p l a n n e d  moves f r o m  church area t o  church area. They may 
l e a v e  one c i t y  w i t h  no money and no d e f i n i t e  job and go on " f a i t h . "  
When t h e y  ge t  t o  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  broke, they  know of no  p l a c e  - 
t o  t u r n  so t h e y  c a l l  t h e  local m i n i s t e r .  The cases I have 
observed are n o t  ma l i c ious ,  j u s t  i l l - p l a n n e d .  

T h i s  is  probably  m o r e  of a problem i n  Tampa which I would 
d e s c r i b e  as a " t r a n s i e n t "  church,  b u t  u n l e s s  a comment i s  made 
na t ionwide ,  it w i l l  b e  of l i t t l e  h e l p  s i n c e  I have m e m b e r s  moving 
i n  h e r e  f r o m  a l l  ove r  t h e  count ry .  

Another i d e a  t h a t  I a m  t r y i n g  o u t  i n  my never-ending c rusade  t o  
p r o p e r l y  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  C e n t r a l  C l e a r i n g  Account i s  t h a t  
c e r t a i n  cases I a m  a sk ing  t h e  r e q u e s t e r  t o  p rov ide  m e  a w r i t t e n  
s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  Welfare as t o  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  assist t h e  
r e q u e s t e r .  

-- Ted Her lofson ,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  
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