
PASTOR GENERAL'S 
TO THE MINISTRY OF THE REPORT WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD 

VOL.2, N 0 . 1 2  PASADENA, CALIFORNIA _YARCH 21, 1 9 8 0  

WAS PASSOVER THE FOURTEENTH OR FIFTEENTH? 

by Leroy N e f f  

Some of the ministers have asked about  the Church teachinq r e g a r d i n g  the 
time of the Old T e s t a m e n t  Passover. T h i s  q u e s t i o n  comes as a result of 
c e r t a i n  papers that w e r e  circulated t h a t  concluded that the B i b l e  account 
could  be expla ined  in a p l a u s i b l e  way f o r  the killing of t h e  l a m b  on t h e  
afternoon of the  f o u r t e e n t h  of Nisan, and then eaten later in t h e  evening 
of the f i f t e e n t h .  Even this paper admitted t h a t  it could n o t  be proved 
c o n c l u s i v e l y  e i t h e r  way, and that C h r i s t  kept t h e  Passover on the evening 
of the 1 4 t h , n o t  the  even ing  of the 15th, s e t t i n g  us an example to follow 
today. 

H o p e f u l l y  the following comments will make it c lea r  t h a t  the Church 
teaching has been correct, regardless of the t e a c h i n q  and prac t ice  of 
J e w s  or others .  

A part of t h e  problem lies in the mear,ing of the words "in t h e  evening" 
of Exodus 12:6. There  are two schools of thought about this t e r m  liter- 
ally meaning "between the two e v e n i n g s . "  One  is that the ''two ever,ings" 
are  "noon and sunset", the o t h e r  "sunset and d a r k " .  The New B i b l e  
Dictionary under  the a r t i c l e  PASSOVZR states that t h i s  "can scarcely be 
determined by etymology."  It f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  that t h e  two variant render- 
ings are "based on community p r a c t i c e .  '' 

The s c r i p t u r e s  make it p l a i n  that the passover was killed - and eater. on 
t he  14th. Exodus 1 2 : 6  shows it was killed the evening of the 14th and 
ea t en  "in that night" (verse 8 } ,  n o t  the next night. The instructions in 
Leviticus 23 show that t h e  Passover i s  on t h e  even of t h e  14th (verse 5 )  
and the Feast is the 15th (verse 6 )  which is 2 4  hours later. 

In Numbers 9 : 5  we are t o l d  that they kept the Passover ( n o t  j u s t  a part of 
the r i t u a l )  on the fourteenth d a y .  The following verses t e l l  of the  second 
Passover one month later when on the f o u r t e e n t h  they  a r e  to "keep it and 
eat it. 'I 

-- I_ 

-- 

In the plains of J e r i c h o  (Joshua 5:lO) they kept t h e  Passover ( n o t  j u s t  
part of t h e  ceremony) "on the f o u r t e e n t h  day of the month at even." The 
next day they ate unleavened cakes (verse 11). 

E z r a  records (Ezra 6:19) that the people who r e t u r n e d  to Jerusalem "kept 
t he  passover upon t h e  fou r t een th"  a n d  then (afterwards) kept t he  Feast 
(verse  2 2 ) .  

These  texts s h o u l d  make it c l e a r  that the Passover  s ac r i f i ce  w a s  origi- 
nally k i l l e d  and eaten on or during the 14th and t h e n  the Feast was cele- 
brated dur ing  the 15th, 2 4  hours later, regardless of later practice or 
interpretation. 
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O F F I C I A L  R U L I N G  ON PASSOVER - 

B y  Herber t  W. A r m s t r o n g  

It is difficult f o r  me to understand why some ministers (probably no 
l o n g e r  w i t h  the Church)  s h o u l d  be mixed up abou t  whether  the Passover was 
on the 1 4 t h  o r  the 1 5 t h  of A b i b  ( o r  Nisan). 

As Mr. N e f f  states i n  t h e  preceding, "certain pape r s  were circulated 
that concluded t h a t  the B i b l e  a c c o u n t  could  be e x p l a i n e d  in a pla.;lsible 
way" to mislead t h e  Church.  

F i r s t ,  let's ge t  s e t t l e d  once and for a l l :  HOW HAS JESUS C H R I S T ,  THE 
HEAD OF THE CHURCH, ALFjAYS PUT H I S  TEACHINGS AND DOCTRINES I N T O  GOD'S 
CHURCH? Search the book of Acts. Search the writings of Paul. T h e  
Church always, from the b e g i n n i n g ,  received its t e a c h i n g s ,  d o c t r i n e s  and 
p r a c t i c e s  FROM THE APOSTLES! And where d i d  the Apostles obtain t h e s e  
t e a c h i n g s ?  D i r e c t  from J e s u s  Christ w h o  taught them IT PERSON. J e s u s  
was t h e  PERSONAL Word of God. The  B i b l e  is the WRITTEN Word of God--the 
same t e a c h i n g s  and t r u t h s  p r e c i s e l y .  Some of the t e a c h i n g s  a n d  pract ices  
injected into the C h u r c h  were ob ta ined  by t h e  Apostles from t h e  PROPHETS. 
The Church is founded on the Apostles a n d  P r o p h e t s ,  J e s u s  Christ being 
chief cornerstone.  ALL o f f i c i a l  teachir.g, doctrine, and prac t i ce  in 
God's Church today h a s  been p u t  ir. t h e  Church by J e s u s  C h r i s t  THROUGH H I S  
CHOSEY APOSTLE! 

G o d  says He is a j ea lous  God. T h a t  is, H e  does not a l l o w  a n y  other 
to usurp His place or authority! E a c h  of you ministers should f e e l  the  
same way about anyone else  j e r k i n g  the r u g  o u t  from under  you or u s u r p i n g ,  
w i t h o u t  authority, your place.  I f ee l  that way about  the Apostleship 
Jesus Christ has confer red  on me. 

Now l e t  me, once and for a l l ,  t ake  space t o  MAKE CRYSTAL CLEAR the 
truth about whether the  Passover is on t h e  14th or the 15th. UNDERSTAND 
this! Teach it to your congregations! 

The c h i l d r e n  of Israel were slaves in E g y p t ,  living in the sector 
of Goshen. Through Moses God was about to deliver t h e m  from that slavery 
and l ead them o u t  of it. You and I have been in slavery to S I N .  It has 
been G o d ' s  purpose  to l ead  us out of it into the FREEDOM of God's r i g h t -  
eou sne s s ! 

Through Moses and Aaron, God had s e n t  a number of p lagues  on Egypt. 
Be took t h e i r  various o b j e c t s  of worship and t u r n e d  them into plagues 
that tormented the Egyptians. In God's LOVE f o r  the E g y p t i a n s ,  He was 
showing them t h a t  their f a l s e  gods w e r e  enemies, n o t  benefactors: 

F i n a l l y  there  w a s  one last p l a g u e .  God would s t r i k e  dead t h e  first- 
born in each household.  He gave i n s t r u c t i o n s  to the I s r ae l i t e s  that at 
even (between t h e  two evenings--"dusk, " American Jewish t r a n s l a t i o n }  on 
the 14th of N i s a n  they w e r e  to kill a lamb. 
Christ, to be s l a i n  f o r  o u r  s i n s .  

This lamb was a t y p e  of 

They w e r e  to take t h e  lamb on t h e  10th day of N i s a n  (Exodus 1 2 : 3 ) .  
They w e r e  to "keep it up until t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  day of t h e  same month' '  
(verse 6 )  and "kill it in the evening" (between t h e  t w o  evenings, Margin-- 
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verse 6 ) .  NQW was this the late afternoon near the end of the 14th day, 
or b e t w e e n  s u n s e t  and d a r k  ( d u s k )  at the beginning?  The following 
Scriptures make t h i s  abundantly CLEAR f o r  those willing to r ece ive  GOD'S 
TRUTH ! 

Next, verse 7 ,  they were to strike the lamb's blood on the  two side- 
p o s t s  and upper doorpost  of each house. 

That n i g h t  the d e a t h  angel was to come by s t r i k i n g  dead t he  f irst-  ' 

born in a l l  Egypt  except where the blood w a s  on the housef ront .  The angel 
was to "PASS OVER" a11 those houses protected by this blood. 

They w e r e  to eat the roas t  lamb t h a t  ' n i g h t  with bitter herbs and 
unleavened  bread. They w e r e  to e a t  it with staff in hand and prepared  
to f lee .  

No th ing  was to remain u n t i l  t h e  morning (daylight), yet --- in the morn- 
ing they were still there, for then they were to burn w h a t  remained w i t h  
fire (verse 10). Again (NOTE CAREFULLY! 1 on that n i g h t  none of the 
Israel i tes  were to go outside h i s  house: 'land none of you shall go out of 
t h e  door of h i s  house u n t i l  t h e  morning' '  (verse 2 2 1 ,  

IF, as some would TWIST God's sacred Word, they killed the lamb l a t e  
a f te rnoon near the end of the 14th day ,  then they were to remain in their 
houses all the n i g h t  of the 1 5 t h ,  u n t i l  morning, and in the morning burn 
what was left of t h e  lamb. HOW,  then, cou ld  they have gone o u t  of Egypt 
on the 15th of Nisan (or Abib) BY NIGHT? "For in the month of Abib the 
LORD t h y  God brough t  thee f o r t h o u t  of Egypt - BY N I G H T "  (Deut. 16:l). 

Notice Numbers 3 3 : 3 :  "They departed from R a m e s e s  in the f i r s t  month, 
on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the morrow a f t e r  the passover 
the c h i l d r e n  of Israel wen t  o u t  with a high hand in the  sight of a l l  the 
E g y p t i a n s .  l1  

-- -- -- 

They went  o u t  of Egypt on the m o r r o w  after the Passover, on the 15th, 
and BY N I G H T !  

Put t h i s  together. At dusk, t h e  beginning of the 14th, t h e y  killed 
t h e  lamb and sprinkled its blood on the doorposts  outside t h e i r  houses .  
They remained in t h e i r  houses a l l  that n igh t .  Their o n l y  p r o t e c t i o n  was 
remaining IN THE HOUSE WHERE THE BLOOD w a s  sprinkled on the outside door. 
They D I D  NOT DEPART FROM EGYPT ON THE SAME N I G H T  THEY KILLED THE PASSOVER! 

Next morning ,  daylight the 14th, t h e y  burned t h e  l eav ings  of the 
lamb, then spoi led  the Egyp t i ans ,  g a t h e r i n g  t h e i r  gold and silver. Then 
that n i g h t ,  after s u n s e t ,  beginning  of the  15th, the  morrow after t h e  
Passover,  they started out of Egypt BY N I G H T !  

Notice Numbers 28:16-17: " A n d  in the f o u r t e e n t h  day of the f i r s t  
month is the passover of t h e  LORD. And in (no t  after) the fifteenth day 
of t h i s  month i s  the feast: seven days  shall unleavened bread be eaten.'' 

Now to the N e w  Testament. 

Obviously it was IMPOSSIBLE f o r  Jesus to be crucified at dusk on the 
beginning of the  1 4 t h  day  of Abib and also take the Passover--when He 
changed it i n t o  the NEW T e s t a m e n t  Passover--at one and the same time. So 
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J e s u s  took the Passover, I N S T I T U T I N G  A N D  S E T T I N G  THE TIME OF THE NEW 
TESTAMENT PASSOVER on the e v e n i n g  of t h e  14th--same time t h e  lamb had 
been killed in ancient I s rae l - -but  t h e  RDMANS crucified H i m  in the a f t e r -  
noon of t h e  same 14th day. It was t h e  ROMANS w h o  did t h e i r  part (cruci- 
f y i n g )  at a d i f f e r e n t  --- time of day. B u t  Jesus i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  N e w  Testa-  
merit Passover  at the precise tiF.e of day we take the Passover today .  

B u t  by that t i m e  t h e  Jews had begun to call the seven days  of un- 
leavened bread by the name "Passover." 

Jesus had s e n t  d i s c i p l e s  to prepare the Passover. "NOW w h e n  the even 
(dusk) was come, he sat down w i t h  the t w e l v e "  (".a+,t. 2 6 ~ 2 0 ) .  

Now Mark 14:l-2: " A f t e r  two days was ( o m i t t i n g  t l n insp i r ed  i t a l i c i z e d  
words)  the sassover, and of un leavened  bread; and the c h i e f  priests and 
the scribes s o u g h t  9 o w  they might take H i m  by c r a f t ,  and p u t  h i m  to dea th .  
B u t  they said, ' N o t  on the f eas t  day [ a n n u a l  holy day--Abib 1 5 1  lest there 
be an uproar of the people."' 

So notice, Jesus w a s  not to be taken ar,d crucified on t h e  annual holy 
day, t h e  15th. 

Now notice Luke's account .  "Then  came the d a y  of Unleavened Bread, 
on which t h e  passover lamb had to be sacrificed" (Luke 2 2 : 7 ,  R S V ) .  It 
does n o t  say "Feast of Unleavened Bread" b u t  "day" - of unleavened bread. 
Unleavened bread was to be used at Passover, b u t  un leavened  bread was NOT 
to be removed from t h e  house 1 m t i l  d u r i n g  the next day--the "preparation" 
day before  the a n n u a l  Sabba th .  

And when the h o u r  was come, Jesus s a t  down w i t h  the d i s c i p l e s .  At 
this last Passover  they par took  of roas t  lamb and a m e a l .  But a f t e r  that, 
same evening, Jesus i n t r o d u c e d  the YEW TESTAMENT service of the bread 
and w i n e .  

After t h i s  Passover, beginning cf 'he 14th, after s u n s e t ,  Jesus J n C  
t h e  d i s c i p l e s  w e n t  outside. L a t e r  t h a t  night the  blocdthirsty men, headed 
by Judas I s c a r i o t ,  came and seized Jesus. 

All t h r o u g h  that night--the 14th--the n i g h t  before the annual S a b b a t h ,  
they took Jesus to be t r ied befcre one judge  and a n o t h e r .  Finally, by 
daylight, s t i l l  the 14th, Jesus was brought before Pilate. Unbelieving 
Jews c r i e d  o u t  f o r  A i s  crucifixion. 

Finally that morning, the 14th, Jesus w a s  scourged, beaten  s e v e r e l y  
with stripes,  t h e n  ordered  to carry h i s  o m  cross to Golgotha outside the 
city wall. He w a s  crucified at about 9 a . m .  He died at about 3 p . m .  
Joseph of Arimathaea took H i s  dead body. His own new and unfinished tomb 
was directly below Golgotha. He had to hasten to have the  body p r o p e r l y  
prepared and b u r i e d  before  the holy d a y  came on at s u n s e t .  

I think this s e t s  t h e  record s t r a i g h t .  The Passover, o f f i c i a l l y ,  
is the eve of t h e  14th day-- the 3ight before the preparation day f o r  t h e  
annual h o l y  day which  comes on at sunse t .  

God commands us t h r o u g h  P a u l  that we a l l  speak the  same thing (1 C o r .  
1:10), that there be no d i v i s i o n s  among us! 
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Judaism today keeps ONLY the Feast.  They reject Christ, so could 
not celebrate the  memorial of H i s  death. B u t  they call it "Passover." 

IMPORTALVT B I L L  BEFORE CALIFORVIA STATE LEGISLATURE 

The California S t a t e  Legislature is c o n s i d e r i n g  a bill that would v i r -  
t u a l l y  eliminate all the ' ' s upe rv i so ry  powers" which t h e  Attorney General 
has  been c la iming  in the California Corporations Code (not that he has 
actually had t h e m  under t he  hi 'gher l a w  of the federal Constitution). A s  
you w i l l  r e c a l l ,  h i s  claims were originally based on a p o r t i o n  of t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  Corpora t ions  Code (section 9 5 0 5 )  which became infamous when 
it w a s  used aga ins t  God's Church i n  January 1 9 7 9 .  

State Sena to r  P e t r i s '  bill (which is a political ho t  potato) would, if 
passed ,  substantiate t h a t  the  California legislature realizes that t h e r e  
has been a gross overs tepping  of the law. The b i l l  is s t r o n g l y  suppor ted  
by o t h e r  California churches  and the ACLU who are alarmed by the invasion 
of The Worldwide Church of God in 1 9 7 9  and the  Attorney General's contin- 
ued attempts to i n t e r f e re  with t h e  Church's i n t e r n a l  w o r k i n g s .  

Following is an a r t i c l e  f r o m  the Pasadena S t a r  N e w s  (dated March 20th) 
which reported on this significant bill des igned  to r epea l  part of the 
C a l i f o r n i a  Corporation's Code. 

Church chiefs back 
probe-law repeal 

SACRAMENTO (AP)  - A group of religious 
leaders. representing major Protestant and Jewish 
organizations, backed legislation Wednesday to 
repeal a new law giving the state attarney general 
power to inspect church records. 

The churchmen were backed by Brent Barnhart, 
a lawyer for the American Civil Liberties Union. 

A t  a Capitol hews conference, the roup an- 
nounced support for SB1493 introduced by Sen. 
Nicholas Petria, D-Oakland, which would repeal a 
Iaw effectivg since Jan. 1 giving the state attorney 
general power to examine church records when he 
determines there are "reasonable grounds." 

The new law was part of a massive rewrite of the 
statute concerning non-profit corporations, which 

was passed by the Legislature last year with the 
backing of the State Bar. Barnhart said the provi- 
sion about church inspections attracted little no- 
tice. 

It was under the former law that records of the 
Pasadena-based Worldwide Church of God were 
placed in receivership by the Los Angeles Superior 
Court in January 1979 in a state investigation of 
alleged misuse of church funds by church leaders. 

The church has the case before the 9th U.S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals claiming an unconstitutional 
violation of freedom of religion. 
The attorney general brought suit against the 

church and church leaders, claiming church funds 
are a charitable trust governed by state law and 
which the attorney general must protect. 

It is not certain whether the new state law or its 
repeal would have an effect on the state's cage 
against the Worldwide Church of Gal since the at- 
torney general's action was based on the former 
law. 


